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INTRODUCTION

This thesis is an attempt to introduce two peoples of ancient
Armenia, the Urartians and the Armeniams. It is to deal with the
development of the Urartian kingdom and the Armemian empire of
Tigranes the Great, Put primarily it is to trace the origin of
the Urartians and the Armenians on the basis of information
provided by primary sources. Such sources are the Assyriam, Urar-
tian and Persian inscriptioms, the 0ld Testament and the Greek
authors. A lot is quoted from these sources to indicate the
exact information they provide, as well as to gather together the
essential primary information for studies of similar nature. I
have entirely depended om translatioms for all the above mentiomed
sources, except for the Greek, in which case I have also tried my
little knowledge of Greek. The subject of this thesis is broad
and complicated. Much has already been said about it and I have
not contributed towards it, bdut placed together the basic, primary
inforsation for the study of the Urartiam and Armenian peoples
as briefly but as inclusively as possible,

To the Urartians and the Armenians goes the credit for carving
out the character of Armemia. The Urartians founded the first
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independent political unity, the kingdom of Urartu in pre-Armenia,
in the ninth century B,C, They dominated the Armenian platean
politically as well as culturally for three centuries. The native
inseriptions, the contemperary Assyrian inscriptions and archaeo=~
logical discoveries provide evidence for their existence and
achievements. In 585 B.C,, the kingdom of Urartm collapsed and
the name "Urartu" or "Urartian" disappeared almost suddenly,
But peoples meither rise up nor do they die suddenly. The Greek
authors provide evidence for the existence of Urartian survivors
in Armenia or elsewhere, Urartu emerged as Armenia in the sixth
¢entury B.C, under Persian domination which it endured for almost
two centuries until the Achaemenian empire fell to Alexander the
Great in 331 B.C, By then the Armenians appear to have been well
Parlhm.ud. but spon after the process of Hellemizatiom also
commenced, and both together characterized the empire of Tigranes
in the first century B,0, Persian sources, that is the Behistam
inscriptions, and Greek sources provide information about the
Armenians under Persiam domination and during the development of
independent kingdome and the empire of Tigranes in Armenia, In
the fifth century A.D, it was revealed that even though the in-
habitants of Armenia were called Armenians and their country Ar-
menia, but only by foreigners. They named thetselves Hayer and
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their eountry Hayastan.

In the following chapters we shall endeavour to learm who the
Armenians and the Urartians were according to the informatiom
provided by primary sources.



CHAPTER I
APPEARANCE AND RISE OF URARTU

To trace the development of Urartu it is necessary to describe
the Armenien plateau in the thirteenth century before the Christian
era, There existed small, independent kingdoms or principalities,
particularly west and south of Lake Van. They united temporarily
m-mm:lnnugaiutaeo-ouq. Assyria, which was
already on its way to building a great empire, The Assyriasn re-
cords provide valuable information about the operations undertaken
hyu-yrmm;piutthnmrmc-numonum-
Armenia, These kingdoms are referred to as the Nairi-lands,

During the reign of the Assyrianm king, Tukulti-Urta I (e. 1250~
1218 B.G’.).l the Assyrians were fighting, it appears successfully,
@ coalition organised by kings, forty-three in number, of the Nairie
lands. Tukulti-Urta recordss

o » « I fought in battle with 43 kings of the Nairi-lands,
I brought about the defeat of their armies, All their lands

I brought under my sway., The kings of those Nairi-lands, I
galled their necks with copper fetters. To Ekur (or, the

1the dates of the Assyrian kings are aceording to Daniel Luckenbill,
ent Records of and Babylomia (Chicagos Chicago University
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temple), the great mountain, my tutelary shrine, before Assur,
wlﬂi,lhmghtthmluutmmthcuﬁhm
great gods of heaven_and earth, Tribute and gifts for all time
I imposed upen them,2

During the reign of Tiglath-Pileser I (ce 1100-1090 B.C,), the

Assyrians were fighting first twenty-three and then sixty kings of
the Nairi-lands, Tiglath-Pileser records the following proudlys

* o + The king of Tumme, the king of Tanube, the king of
Tuali, the king of Kindari, the king of Uzula, the king of
Unzamuni, the king of Andiabe, the king of Pilakinni, the king
of Aturgini, the king of Kulibarzini, the king of Shinibirni,
the king of Himma, the king of Paiteri, the king of Uiram, the
king of Shururia, the king of Abaeni, the king of Adaeni, the
king of Kirini, @ king of Albaia, the king of Ugina, the
king of Nazabia,’ the king of Abarsiuni, and the king of Daia-
eni,- in all twenty-three kings of the land of Neiri, gathered
their chariots and their hosts from cut of their lands =and
advanced to wage war and combat, With the fury of my terrible
weapons I attacked them, and brought about the destruction of
their widespreading forces, like a flood of Adad, . . « Sixty
kings of the countries of Nairi, together with those who had
come to their help, I pursued with the point of my spear to
the Upper Sea. I captured their great cities, their booty,
their goods and their possessions I brought out; I burnt their
cities with fire, I devastgtod, I destroyed and unto heaps
and ruins I turned (them),

The number of the kings, whether exaggerated or net, is evidence
that there wes not a centralized government in the Nairi-lands but

separate, independent principalities united temperarily against the

2m¢.. vol,. I' BeC, 16’5-

’Possibly identical with Nisibis? See Map I for its approximate
position,

"'I.uckenbj.ll. vol. I, sec. 236,



Assyrians. This alliance must have lssfed for a considerable time
during which it must have undergone expansion and contractiom
according to the direction of the Assyrian conquests. By the time
of Assurnazirpal II (c. 883-859 B.C.), that is, after a period of
about two centuries, a different picture is seen in the Nairi-lands.
The Assyrians were facing a well-orgenised unity headed by Urartu,
most probably a former member of the alliance, but one of the
strongests Even as early ac the time of Shalmeneser I (c. 1280
B.C,), Urartu must have been strong and capable enough to bother
the Assyrians by stirring up enmity against them, As a matter of
fact, the earliest mentiom of Urartu in the form of "Uruadri"
occurs in an inscriptiom of Shalmaneser I, recording a campaipgm of
his against Urunadri.

At that time, at the beginning of my priesthood, the land
of Uruadri rebelled, and to Assur and the great gods, my
lordsy I raised my hands in prayer, I mobilized my armies,
vent up against their mighty mountain fecstrnesses. « « « The
wanole land of Uruadri, in three days® time, I brought in
submission at the feet of Assur my lorde « « o 9

A second form in vhich Urartu appears in the Assyrian records
is "Uradri,” referred o in an inseription of a later king,
Adad-Nirari II (c. 911-891 B,C,), as one of the lands to which his

conguests extandid.s "Urartu,” the next and the final form of the

5I.uckonb111, vol, I, sec. 11k,

GM-. vol. I, sec. 5“0



name, mwnmmm"u_umm II,
along with the mention of the Nairi-lands.

.. euaenwummm.mm.q
helpers, I thundered over the troops of the Nairi-lands,
Kirhi, Shubare, and Nirib, like Adad the destroyer. (I
am) ﬂenq.ﬁotr—hmdmuyhntonmthe
barca and the Great Sea, has brought im submission at his
feet Lake, to its farthest border, . . . -hoo’hmm
conquered from the source of ths river Subnat’ to the
land of Urartm (mm)o - s »

Thereafter, however, "Nairi~lands" ‘gradually disappears
while "Urartu" oécnpioa a prominent place in the anmals of the
Assyrian mp.9 and consequently must have occupied an equally
important place in Assyrian foreigm policy.

Urartu, however, was not the native Urartian name. As indi-
¢ated in their records, the Assyriams referred to the Armenian
platean as Urartuj Nairi-lands or Nairi vas applied in the same

-uuo‘ in earlier t:luu.m

But of course, im different periods
the extent of the territory known as Urartu or Nairi-lands did

change, either contracted or expanded. In the native inseriptions,

"Modern Sebbemch-su. Luckenbill, vol. II, p. 485.
sl.uchn.bﬂl. vol. I, sec. 516,

,Partinhrly of Shalmeneser III (858-82% B.C.), Tiglath-Pileser
II: ;?‘6—*’:‘2? B.C.)y Sargom II (721-705 B.C,), Bsarhaddon (680-669
n. ale '

yicolas Adontz, Histoire D'Armdnie (Paris: Publicatiom de
L'Union Génerale Aruénienme de Bienfaisance, 1946), p. 270.




the Urartian kings refer to their land as "Biainaue" (Biaina),
or as "Biainaue and Surane,” and in a single case as "Nairi.,"
This last occurs in am inscription of Sarduri I (c. 844828 n.e.).u

L'inscription de Sardouri, fils de Lutipri, le grand roi,
le roi puissant, le roi de tous, le roi de Nairi, le roi gui

n'a pas son eégals . » 12

Sarduri I was the first Urartianm king to leave behind written
recordasj moreover, his inscriptions were in Assyrian. In the above
fragment, he claims to be "the son of Lutipri, the great king, the
mighty king, the king of all, the king of Nairi, the king who has
not his equal.,” This piece of information may serve as evidence
indicating the unification of the separate political units of the
Nairi-lands into a single body, henceforward to be known as Urartu
in the Assyrian inscriptions. The successors of Sarduri I left
behind either meomolingual imscriptiomns in Urartian or bilingual
inscriptions in Urartian and Assyriam. Here is the text of the
Urartian version of a bilingual inscription on the so called Green
Stele of Ispuini (c. 828-785 B.C.), where Urartu is referred to by

its native name; the other hand, however, in the Assyrian version
of the same text, Urartu appears as lairi..u

nn. dates of the Urartiam kings are according to Adontz, p. 193,

mldontz. p. 145,

Yivid., p. 213.



Ispuini roi de Suraue (=Surili), roi de Bisinaue (= Biai-
nili), seigneur de Tuspa, et Mnn son fils, arrives & la ville
d'Ardini (en Assyriem, Musasir).

E, Adontz believes that "Surili” is plural of Suri, and "Suraue"
possessive pluralj in the same way "Biainili" is plural of Biainmi,
and "Biainaue"™ possessive p:lm.-a]..l‘5 The suffix "1i" is the indi-
cation of the plural form in the Urartian laagnago.]'s Biainaue refers
to the province east and southeeast of Lake Vn,‘l? where Mptn
was located, and which was the origin and the focal point of Urartu
power. Suraue, on the other hand, might refer to another provinceg
however, this seems unlikely considering the fact that Urartu com-
prised many provinces and the Urartian kings would not have praised
themselves with the memtion of a single province, however important
it may have been. Suraue is suggested to have been an appellative

referring to the tributary territories annexed to Biainauealg Thus

¥ d0ntz, p. 146,

The Green Stele bearing this inscription has been found north of
Rowanduz. See Map I, Adontz, p. 146. This may serve as evidence for the
site of Musasir, north of Rowanduz.

15‘.(’““. Pe 21~l

16!‘1‘.' Pe 2“0

17566 Map I, It is classical Lake Thopitis in Strabe Geo xi.
14, 83 Thoeritis (same word as Tuspa) im ptoleuu'ggggggggiféfaf§§ 7e
18300 Map I. It appears as Dosp ( Nnuy ) in Moses of Khorenme

History of %Em iii. 35. Presently it is called Van situated on
e castern shores of Lake Vanm.

194d0nts, pp. 214-215.



Biainane and Suraue correspond to the Nairie-lands of the Assyriam
records,

Before proceeding any further, we wish to point out that there
was one more name by which Urartm had been known. In the 0ld
Testament it is referred to as "Ararat" or the "kingdom of Ara=-
rat."

And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the sevep-
teenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.

Set yo up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among
the nations, prepare the nations against her,22 gall together
against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenas§ . « « 3
Between lokes Van in the south and Sevam in the north stands a
nountain called Mt, Ararat.2' The lands about it were definively
under Urartian influence and control.zs They must have comprised
the A}arat of the 0ld Testament.
As mentioned previously, the original seat of the kingdom of
Urartu was east and south-cast of Lake Vam. Generally, it is king

Arame (c. 880-84% B.C,) who ie given the credit for founding the

zch. Hasting, “Ararat," Dietiong;; of the Bi;%o (Edinburg: T. and
T, Clarks New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, s Vol. I, p. 139,
2lgenesis 83h.

zaaetera to Babylon. Jeremiah S5Lil .

23 jereniah 51:27.

2*300 Map I. 2530. the following pages.



kingdom, by bringing about the fusiom of the small, independent

principalities of the Nairi-lands,20

How he was able to accomplish
such a deed is still a mystery due to insufficient informationm.
Arame himself did not leave behind any writtem records, and the
later Urartian documents are silent about him., His successor who
c¢alls himself "son of Lutipril} apparently was not his son. We
know about Arame from the Assyrian inscriptioms. He is referred
to quite frequently in the annals of Shalmaneser III, as a very
troublsome Urartiasd king against whose kingdom Shalmaneser claims
to have conducted many e_alpaj.qu'? The fact is that he is the
first Urartian king mentionedj however no other evidence is given
which might shed light on the particulars of his bringing about the
unification of the Nairi<lands,

At any rate, Arame struggled against Assyria for the existence of
his newly-built kingdom in the first half of the ninth century B,.C,
As a matter of faet, the Urartian kings did not cease fighting
Assyria for their country as it rose to power fast and tried te
rival Assyria for more tham two conturies im its claims to world do-
mination. It was inevitable that the ambitions of Urartu would not

asnemf Grousset, Histoire de &'m’. (Pariss Payot, 1947), p. 47.

2?Luck.onhm. vol. I, PPe 202-248,
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eseape the motice of the mighty empire of the time, Assyriaj par-
tiecularly since the interests of both were directed towards the
same goals. They were rivals not only for political or military
supremacy but for economie supromacy as well, They were in compe-
tition for the control of vital trade routes in the north-west and
east: that from Syria to Asia Minor, and that coming from India

28 Urartu did win back the territories om

and China across Iran.
the southern slopes of the Armenian mountaims previously conguered
for Assyria by Tiglath-Pileser I and Assurnssirpel IIs it gained
as well the tarritdriu in the north-cast of the mountaing where
the operations of Shalmaneser III had beem successfully couduct.d.zg
Urartu got a firm grasp on the region immediately south of Lake
Urn:i.a.30 and thus controlled the trade routes from northerm Iranjg
it also took over the metal trade of Asia Minor, rendering Assyria
inefficient politically and ocanonionny.,l

Urartu rose to the height of its power and extension during the
reign of Sarduri II (753-735 B.C.,)s The boundaries of the kingdom

stretched as far north as Lake Sevan and Alexandrapol beyond the

28!. W, Saggs, The Greatmess That Was Babylon (London: Sidgwick
and Jackson, 1962), p. .

29, 7. Olnmstead, Jistery of sneyrie (Wew York amd Londem: Charles
Seribner's Soms, 1923), p. .

3°Prcsontly in Iran. See Map I.

313&” 2 De 104,



river Araxes, as far weet as the banks of the Euphrates, and as far
east as the river Zabjz and RDI'!‘“S.” Nevertheless, the more
powerful in the competition between Urartu and Assyria was the latter,
and eventually the first had to sucoumb to the destructive power of
Sargon II. Here is a piece of information provided by Sargom II in
regard to Urartus

Urzansa of the city of Musasir, who trusted ir Ursa of Urartu,
and forgot hie vassalage (to Assyria),- with the masses of my
troops I covered Musasir like a locust-(swarm) and that onme, to
save his life, fled alone and perished. I entered Musasir in
triumphg his wife, his sons, his daughters, the property, goods
(and) treasure of his palace, all there was, together with
20,170 people with their possessions, Haldia (and) Bagbartunm,
his pods, with their rich trappings, I counted as spoil. Ursa,
king of Urartu, heard of the destruction of Musasir, the
carrying off of Haldia, his god, and with his own hands ended
his life with his irem girdle dagger. Over Urartu, to its
farthest border, I brought mourning, the people who dwelt therein
I plunged into lamentation and sighing.>%

By the defeat of Ursa (735-713 B.C,), the destruction of Musasir
(the sacred city of the Urartianu).ﬁ and the capture of the supreme

god Haldia, and his comsort Basbartun.as the Assyro~Urartian competition

32;3 castern tributary of the Tigris. See Map I.

334, H. Sayce, "The Kingdom of Van," Cambrid cient History, ed.
Bu!ié Cook, Adcock (Cambridges University Freaa. Ieﬁﬁi. vol. Ifi.
Pe Ge

B‘Luckenh:l.u. vol. II, sec. 59.

33 1bid., vol. II, sec. 172.

%Igdo' vol. II' 38C. 1?39



came to anm end, Later Urartian kings, Argisti II (713-680 B.C.),
Rusa or Ursa II (680-646 B.C,), Sarduri III (646-610 B.C.), and
Rusa or Ursa III (610~585 B.C,) did not bother to struggle against
the might of Assyria, but rather nduptid a hunbler and peaco-
seeking attitude. Assurnaszirpal III (c. 668626 B.C,) records the
following referring to Rnna‘II of Urartus
At that time Rusa, king of Urartu, heard of the might of
the gods, my lords, and the fear of my majesty overwhelmed
him, His nobles he sent to greet me (ask my peace) at 1rbela.37
Cimmerian and particularly Scythian and Median invasiona further
wveakened ﬁhe kingdom of Urartu. The f{irst of these peoples invaded
Urartu about 713 B,.C., coming from the north of the Black aon.38 The
Scythians destroyed the northera administrative centres of Béartu,
vhile the Medes captured the central regioms and by 585 B.C. Urartu

had already ceased functioning as an independent political ulit.’g

37ankenbill, vol. II, sec. 871.

38, donta, ps 2924

391 exander Monpait, Archacology in the U.S.5.R. (Moscows Foreign
Languages Publication House, s Ds -



CHAPTER II
THE URARTIANS

Relation with the Hurrisns

We name the inhabitants of Urartu Urartiams. They founded the
first independent political unity in pre~Armeniaj they produced a
unigque nivilisntion.l The native as well as the Assyriam records
provide evidence for both achievements, while the archaeological
discoveries present concrete examples. But who were the Urartians
to whom the credit for these goes?

The most favoured theory relates the Urartiams to the Burrianl.z
According to E, A. Speiser, it was in the early second millenium

B.C., that the Hurriams overran Mesopotamia, from the north, in an

1!0 mention a few items: They developed a writing system composed
of cuneiform characters. To A, H, Sayce goes the credit for deciphering
the Urartian inscriptioms. (A. H., Sayce; A Primer of riology (Wew
York: Fleming and Revell Company, N.Di)s Pe 37)s They posseaaeg a pan=-
theon including more than eighty deities of different origim and impor-

tance (N, Adontz, Histoire D'Armenie, p. 222): They founded citdes and

built fortifications, temples and sven canals (Adontz, pp. 230-240).
They developed a high q ty metallurgy the remains of which have

been discovered in Van and elsewhere, such as at Toprak Kale in Turkey
and Karmir Blur near Erevan, the present capital of Soviet Armenia.
See Map II for these places. '

2] jentical with the 0ld Testament "Horites," the Hurrian survivors
in Palestine. They appear in Genesis 36:20,293 1l4:6. Deuteronomy 2:12.

.u.



extensive migration.” Thoy played em important part in the affairs
of the Orient for centuries, particularly after the fifteenth
century B.C., for they formed mot only the bulk of the population
of the Mitanni cnpiro“ in Mesopotamia, but were widely distributed
"all over the Near Bast = from Anatolia to Elam, from Armenia to
Egypﬁls as evidenced by Hurrian textls and primarily by Hurrian
proper namess According to I. J, Gelb, even as late as 1100 B.C.
and on, there were Hurriam survivors restricted particularly to
the territories between Mesopotamia and Lake Van, as evidenced by
the mention of Hurrian proper names in the Assyrian records or
olao-haro.7 To refer to a few examples:

Tiglath+Pileser I records in ome of his inscriptionmss

_, * =+ I took my chariots and my troops and crossed the
Tigrie. Shadi-Feshub, the son of Hattu-shar(?), the king of

53. A. Speiser, Ethnic Movements in the Near Bast in the Second
Hillluiul B:cl (B&l oreg - . s +Day vy De -

_*Flonrished in the fifteenth century B,C., and lasted until 1365

BuCaey its destruction by Shupiluliuma (1380-1346 B.C.)y the Hittite
king. : b e Vg s X

58peiser. pPs 16,

' 6Discovered at Boghaz Koy, Nuzi, Ras-esh-Shamra, Mari, Egypt; the
longest and the main source for the study of the Hurrian lamngzuage
is the letter of Tushratta, king of Mitanni to Amenhotep IXI of Egypt,
found in the Amarna correspondence,

3. 7. GslN, Barviens sad Bxbariese (Chicago: 19%%), p. 90.



s 1% .

Urratinash, cnbracoﬁ uy feet before I drew near (to Him) in
his owvn land. . s e

I, J. Geldb locates Urratinash between Mesopotamia and Lake 7&3.9

He asserts that the name "Hattu-shar" for which he prefers "Hat-

tuhe” is the Hurrian word for “Hittito."m

A later king, Shalmaneser III speaks of his fighting with a
certain Irhuleni, the king of Hamath irn Syria. He recordss

. e » « At that time Hadad-ezer,(king) of Aram(?Damascuvs),
Irhuleni, the Hamathite, together with the kings of Hatti
and the sea-coast, relied on cach ctherts strength and came
out against me to offer bhattle. . + *+

I, J. Gelb claims "Irhuleni" to ‘correspond to Hurriam "Urha-

lenni." 12

What is of greater interest to us is I. J. Gelb's comnviction

that "Lutipri” the name of the father of an Urartian king, Sar-

135

duri I, as mentioned in one of his inscriptions, may be a Hurrian

aankenbill. vol, I, sec, 223.

%ae1b, p. 83.

mlbﬁ. y P 82.

uLuckenhill, "01-1. acc. 563.

12Ge1n, p. 82.

13Alread3 quoted on p. 5.



naume when separated thus - 'Luti;tpri."lg These examples, even
though insufficient, may indicate the existence of Hurrians in
Mesopotamia and pre-Armenia as late as the time of the Urartian
kingdom. However, this is not to say that the relation between
the Hurrians and the Urartians may be deduced simply from the fact
that Hurrians lived in pre-irwenia for a considerable time.

Their connection is rather based on the close resemblance of the
vocabularies and some grammatical structures of their langunges,
both of which have been as:erted to havo'a aon-Indo~European and
non-Semitic character.ls'

Here are concrote examples of similar words in Urartian and

Hurrian according to N, Adont:.ls

Urartian Meanin Hurrian H§;=§5§
) can Ppala c

euri lord ibri kings
huradi warrior hurati warrior
tarsuani nan tarsu(u)anni man

uli other uli other
tiu to speak tiund speach
baba mound papa mound
hari route hari route
aru give aru give
ebani city uming city

lkcalb. pe 82,

153. Hrozny, Ancient History of Wes ern Asia India Crete (Hew
Yorks Philosophie rary Inc., Iy + "The
Kingdom of Van," Cambridge Ancient togx. vol, III. pp. 1?2-1?3.

| 16 . Adontz, Histoire D'Arménie, p. 269,




As to similarities concerning sdn grammatical structures in
Urartisn and Hurrian, N, Adontz procesds to says first, the usage
of the suffixes hi- ni- si occurs in Urartian the same way as in
Hurrisan; second, in the comstruction of sentences, the subjeect of
a transitive verb takes "se" im Urartian, "" in Hurrianj and
likewise, "ni" is added to the subject of an intransitive wverb in
Urartiasn, "n" in Hurriaa.]'? These similarities prove to be quite
valuable in relating the two languages and consequently the two

podplea.

Ve,



Identification with the X aldaZoc

Another problem concerning the Urartianms is the almost sudden
disappearance of their name soon after 585 B.C. As already
mentioned at the end of the previous chapter, there were several
waves of invasion into Urartu which caused, to a great extent,
the gradual disintigration of the Urartiam power and the final
collapse of the kingdom., The Armenian invasion was the last in
these series and proved to be the most significant for Urartu and
its inhabitants. It is less than a century later, that we find

Urartu under a new name, "Armonin,"ls

and the Urartians replaced
by a thoroughly different ethnic group, the "Armenians." What
could have happened to the Urartians? Peoples neither rise up
suddenly, nor do they die suddenly.

We may very well assume that the movements of the new peoples
displaced some groups of the Urartiams, while others remained in
their conquered country, keeping their own name at least for a
while. On the Behistan rock, in the trilingual inseriptions of
Darius the Great, while the word for Armenia is "Armina" in the

0ld Persian text, it is "Ura-astu” in the Akkadien version of

laln the Behistan inseriptions of Darius the Great (521-486 B.C.)e
to be referred to later,



the fninxt.'19 "Ura-astu" quite certainly stands for "Urartu." At
any rate, as far as we know, this name "Urartu" is never again
mentioned in cuneiform texts.

A people named Alarodians, ’;45.4;./05& oc mentioned only in

Herodotus, are generally accepted to refer to the Urartian survivors

20

in Armenia. They are mentioned only twiece., In the first case,

1

they appear with the )hti.nianaz and the Saspires forming the

eighteenth satupyza of Darius' Persian empire,

8 N Nu.-ra«yvo:"rc fe  Kal Ea'.rrrer/ora ka' 'Akafa.fc'agn

\ ’
Jinrdeca emereéranro Tdhavra: vomos byJoos Kal

fe’xa.ras ebTOS. . . .23

e » o« the Matienians and the Saspires and the Alarodians
were the eighteenth province, and the appointed tribute was
two hundred talents.

In the second case, they appear again with the Saspires in the

192. Kent, 01d Persian (New Havent American Oriental Society, 1953),
Pe 1?10 N

20\!. W, How and J, Wells, A Comment on Herodotus (Oxford: The
Clarendon Press, 1961), vol. I, p. .

*Lsuggested to be identical with the Mitanni. How and Wells, vol.

I' Pe 9#0

22
See Map II. 2Herodotus Histories iid. ok,
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army of Xerxes, both of them armed like the co:l.eh:l.anazli with

shields and short spears and swords.
v oo Khyoe d¢ mepc mév 1950 kedalael kodvea
X Pl psv g nec
fd)\(t’d, armdfas Je &/uoﬁa(.'va.s /:fllf',ﬁd‘.s a.tiMnf:
Te /gfa_xe’a_‘ s f’;‘a" Ié /Jﬂ-Katt/Jﬂ-‘ Gt“XOV. § & ¥
'AXQ./:JJ’:M d¢ Jeat Zairn'ec/:es katTa mep /fél/tm.
25

r 4 ’
wﬂ)\fr/ue rot éﬂ'/:a.rsu ovroe. .

» « » The Colchians had wooden helmets and small shields
of raw oxhide and short spears and swords. . . . The Ala~
rodians and the Saspires in the army were armed like the
Colchians. « «

After Herodotus we hear nothing about the Alarodians in Armenia
or elsewhere.

What happened to those Urartians who had to seek new settlements
after having been displaced by the invaders? Xenophon, in his
Cyropaedia, a historical novel,26 speaks about the Chaldaeans,

Xa Xfaioc v being at war with the Armenians during the time of

ahliving in Colchis, on the south-eastern shores of the Black sea.

Sulhpn.
25Hcrodotus Histories vii. 79.

26&3 may suspect the historical value of the glggggggas. but in
spite of that, it is certain that Xenophon could not have invented

the names of the Armenians and the Chaldaeans who are historical
peoples. Moreover, by the early sixth century B,C,, the Armenians

had already penetrated into the region south-west of Lake Vang there-
fore, it would not be strange to find them fighting the Chaldaecans.
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Cyrus the Great (c. 577529 B.C.), king of Persia.”’
Strabo mentions the Chaldaeans, Xa)fatoe to have been the
subjects of Lesser Armenia’> along with the Tibarenians //A%/7 voc |
t\frr'a(o /u;\/ §m TV Tf'eﬁl @a_/ara.kiau Kat 7/-«:a,rrc Soivra
Tomwy ot 72/;.,7/»9”2 kat X a\§atoc /{G’Afr. s /(:k/.vis
'f}/’/‘*wéms elelv. alrm §'éeriv st'nfo.c’/4wv {kav s ;\uffa..-
Sovderae §’ aJr'r)./ ka.Tc-onv dedl, ka.@af. rre:fa 7‘;;./ Zwawﬂﬁw,
rora/uev @Pidoc rois akhocs ’A&usvfogs dvres , Tore ¢
t’Scorrloa.-Yoﬁvres‘ élrfykoloua f'e?}ov ka't 1’035 Xa&Sa:t)us

Kat thsa/l'gvdlfs, berre Hdype 7}-.refo&‘vros kat

3 AY - 2
@nfra,kcfa.s {fcoeTelvetv ™v 5../0)‘07\/ adTwv. « « . 3

The Tibarenians and the Chaldaeans, whose country extends
to lesser Armenia, are above the region of Pharnacia and
Trapezus. This oountr13° is fairly fertile. Like Sophene,
it was always in the possession of potentates, who at times
minded their own affairs and at times were friendly to the
other Armenians.’} They had as subjects the Chaldaeans and
the Tibarenians, and therefore, their rule extended to
Trapezus and Pharnacia.

27¢enophon Cyropaedia iii. 1. 34.
28350 Map II.

293 trabo Geography xii. 3. 28.
30‘.l'hat is Lesser Armenia.

31Those in Sophene, west of Lake Vanj and those im Greater Armenia,
See Map IV.



Strabo goes further to identify the chaldaeana.vith the Chalybes,
X;.)W/g‘,. stating that the first were called Chalybes in amcient
times.”” The Chaldaeans or the Chalybes of Strabo might correspond
to the Chalybians, X af-’W/B €s of Xenophon, who calles them workers
in iromj moreover, they appear again with the Tibareninnn.”

The Tibarenians of Strabo and Xenophom are apparently idemtical
with the Tubal of the 0ld Testament in which they appear a number
of times, but what interests us is their mention in commection to
iron and brass working.

And Zillah, she also bare ruhal-cnin.}:n instructor of
every artificer in brass and irons « . .

The Tibarenians of Herodotus do not seem to be any different
than those of Strabo and Xemophom. As already mentioned earlier
in thie chapter, the fact that the Tibarenians were armed like the
Colchians guite safely establishes them as the neighbours of the
Colchians, who lived in Colchis on the south-eastern shores of the
Black sea. The Tibarenians of Xenophon and Strabo inkabited the
lands about Trapezus and Pharnacia, both being ports on the sout-

eastern shores of the Black sea.

72 geography 341, 34.19.
" > Anabasis v. 5. 1, 2.

shhoncsil he22,



Therefore, taking into consideration the facts the Chaldaeans
and the Tibarenians appear together in several instances, that they
are referred to as familiar with the use of irom, and that they
inhabited lands south-east of the Black sea, we may safely conclude
that all the sources referred to above, were introducing the same
Chaldaeans and the same Tibarenians.

The major problem we are trying to deal with in this chapter is
the possible connection between the XaXdatoe ana Urartians,
In the inscriptions of Sargonm II, Urartu apptlmra with peoples called
Muski, and Tabal or Tabalum.

At that time I..eefulliceecesl presented to him and a
daughter, together with the city of Hilakki, I gave to him
and I extended his territory. But that simpleton, who did
not keep faith, sent to Ursa, king of Urartu, (and) Mita,’?
king of Muski,seseokings of thg land of Tabal, who had seized
(some) of my territory. « e« ?

Mighty hero « « « who brought under his sway « » « the

lands Namri, Ellipi, Bit-Hamban, Parsua, the Mannean=-land,
Urartu (Armenia), Kasku, Tabalum, up to the land of Muskij

.- ® ®

Tabal or Tsbalum corresponds to the Tubal of the 0ld Testament and
/
consequently to the 7?/30-(”) vo. of the Greek authorsj while Musii

corresponds to the Moachians, Mor xo¢ of Herodotus. They

35!11!:& appears to be Greek, Midas of Fhrygia.
36I.m:‘zcaub:l.l.'i.. vol. II, sec. 25.

371pia., vol. II, sec. 118.
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appear with the Tibarenians and two other peoples, the Macrones
and the Mossynoecians in the army of Xerxes, all of them armed
alike with shields and small pointed opeara.58

It is interesting to notice that both the Urartians and the
Xalfaio. appear with the same peoples, even though at different
times and different places. However, this does not present a
problem as long as we assume that the Tibarenians or the other
neighbours of the Urartians, having been subject to the same fate,
moved away together.

As already mentioned, the Chaldaeans and the Tibarenians were
known as iron-workers. The Urartians, on the other hand, were not
only familiar with the use of iron; but mnst have been skillful
metallurgists. Iron ores were abundantly found in Armenia, par-
ticularly those which had "both a very high iron content (72%)
and a striking metallic appearance that would attract the primitive
notallurgist."39 Furthermore, these irom ores were being worked
even earlier than the Urartian period; according to the opinion of
R. J. Forbes "from 1200-1000 B.C.y irom working spread from the

Armenian mountain regiom . ., "

Baﬂiatorial Vﬁ.. ?80

>%R. 3. Porbves, Metellurgy in Antiquity (Leidems B, J. Brill, 1950),

Ps 403.

koxbﬂ. v Po &‘21.
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At any rate, evidence for the Urartiam irom or metal works is
not lacking. Sargon II, referring to the punishment he imposed
on Urartu for disobedience to Assur, lists all sorts of precious
objects, metallic and non-metalliec, which he carried from Urartu
to Assyria, among which appear ". . . X iron ovems, nisibi of
irom, nasri of irem, aruthi of irem, lamps(?) of irem, . . .

The archaeological finds on the other hand, preseant concrete
examples of Urartiam irom or metal works. All kinds of bronsze,
coppery silver and irom objects along with pottery have been
discovered in an Urartian cemetery at Igdirjy moreover, an abun=
dance of exclusively irom objects, particularly weapons have been
found a little north of Van, at Toprak Kala.“a Thus both the
Chaldaecans and the Urartians seem to have had an interest in
metallurgy, iron-working im particular,

The most striking fact, however, is that, the Urartians had a
supreme god named Haldi or Haldia. He appears quite frequently

b3

in the native inseriptions, as well as in the Assyrian records,

banckenblll. vol. II, sec. 172.

kaD. Barnett, "The Urartian Cemetery at Igdir," Journal of Anae
tolian Studies (London: The British Institude of Archaeology a
a, s Vol, XIII, pp. 154161, 186.

43 d0nts, pp. 154180
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specially in the inseriptioms of Sargom II.“ There seems to be
no reason why the Urartians should not have been called "Hal-
daeans" or "Khaldaeans" after their god, like the Assyrians
after Assur. The displaced groups of the Urartians, at least
some of them, could have migrated northwards under the mame of
their supreme protector, with the hope of starting afreah.
Another possibility is that, they could have been given this

name in the territories where they settled. It was quite natural
and common in the ancient world to recognize reoples after their
supreme deity, Therefore, as the Urartians could not have dise
appeared suddenly after their kingdom went to pieces, the name
"Khaldaean" may present evidence for their survival and existence
in Armenia or elsewhere.

One other interesting point which may help us in the identification
of the Urartiams with the Chaldaeans of the Greek authors, is what
Moses of Khoreme tells us concerning the Chaldaeans (yﬂwz_;zfmy/'f )
and the Chaldacans (A«27/f )., First of all, speaking of the
sources for the history of the Armenian natiom, he claime the
Persians and the Chaldaeans (ﬂ“‘i_‘}f“'}’ﬁf ) to have possessed works
full of information about Armenians,

%Luckenbm. vol. II, secs. 165, 171, 172, 173, 1754 176.
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& £?45|_ wu f/’n/‘ quplwayp ; Gpf- pwz_m.f wigfusy
fowy  SusgClsfbpf , apugfu wlblbynle [~ juyplf,
wamc...ulq_ Wm/m/-y A #wz‘};wyhnj . Jnpa wn-wi iy,
wyfha Shpny  Jpualpl pagnd phy ppag thgupalfy o7

And let no one wonder about the fact that, even though
many nations had writers as is apparent to all, particularly
the Persians and the Chaldaeans did, among whom are found
very many references to works belonging to our nation. . . .

of Pontus
Secondly, he identifies the peopleAvith the Chaldacans (/vwyppff).
He says, e » = m"z'?'wyf-"j Hf’ &'.Zl- /HUJL({I}’F . e @ '1.6

that is, ". . » the people of Pontus, who are the Chaldaeans.

. « oM 1In the first case, Moses of Khorene is referring to the
Chaldaeans of Babylom and not to the Urartians. No other people
could have possessed more abundant material for the history of
pre-Armenia than the Urartians. But Moses of Khorene is not talking
about the sources for the history of Armenia or pre-Armeniaj he is
talking about the sources for the history of the Armenians, In

the second case, however, he is definitely referring to the Urar-
tians. His identification of the people of Pontus with the Chal-
daeans safely establishes the latter along the south-castern shores

of the Black sea., Stephanus of Byzantium considers Chaldaea, that

‘."5Hoses of Xhorsne History of Armenians i. 2.

%Ibid. v i.i. 76.




s 27 o

is the country of the Chaldacans " )(03/01 ™'s ’ﬁ/’/ie vias "
that is to say, "country of the Arncnianl."h?

We may conclude that the Xalfatoc of the Greek sources
and the Chaldaeans (ﬁwz_q-/-f ) of Moses of Khorene are identical.
We may also assert that the Xaldatoc were Urartiam survivors

living in the Black sea lands,

l'%i‘.e;:dmmm of antium, Ethnicorum Quee Supersunt (Berlims: Reimer,
1&9). vol. I, p. 6380.




CHAPTER III
THE APPEARANCE OF ARMENIA
AND

ITS PERSIAN DOMINATION

Urartu emerges as Armenia a little more than half a century
after its collapse. It is on the Behistan rock} in the trilinsunlz
inscriptions of Darius the Great that the earliest evidence for
Armenia is provided. The description of the conquest of Armenia
by Darius himself makes the Behistam inscriptions a vital source
for the early history of Armenia, Here il’1n full Darius' account
of the measures he took against the rebellioms Armenians:

Saith Darius the king: An Armenian by name Dadarshi, my
subject~ him I sent forth to Armemia, Thus I saith to hims
"Go forth, that rebellious army which does not call itself
mine, that do thou smite." Thereupon Dadarshi marched off.

When he arrived im Armenia, thereafter the rebels assembled
(and) came out against Dadarshi to joinm battle. A place by

1!hc Behistan rock is a natural cliff on the main caravan route
from Bagdad to Tehran. There are sculptures and inscriptions engraved
on it., The sculptures represent king Darius with two attendants behind
him, and nine captive rebels standing im line, in front of him. The
inscriptions are the account of the nineteen battles he fought to
augduu the revolts in his provinces. R, Kent, 014 Persian, pp. 107-
108.

201:! Persian, Akkadian and Elamite.

. 28,
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name Zuzahya, in Armenmia- there they joined battle. Ahura-
mazda bore me aidj by the favor of Ahuramazda my army smote
that rebellious army exceedinglys of the month Thuravahara
VIII days were past, them the battle was fought by them.

Saith Darius the kings Again a second time the rebels
assembled (and) came out against Dadarshi to join battle.

A stronghold by name Tigra, in Armenia- there they joinmed
battle, Ahuramazda bore me aidj by the favor of Ahuramaszda
my army smote that rebellious army exceedingly; of the month
Thuravahara XVIII days were past, themn the battle was fought
by them,

Saith Darivs the king: Again a third time the rebels
assembled (and) came out against Dadarshi to join battle.

A fortress by name Uyama, in Armenia- there they joined
battle. Ahuramazda bore me aidj by the favor of Ahuramazda
my army smote that rebellious army exceedingly; of the month
Thaigarci IX days were past, then the battle was fought by
them, Thereafter Dadarshi waited for me until I arrived in
Media.

Saith Darius the kings Thereafter a Fersian by name Vau=
misa, my subject- him I sent forth to Armenia. Thus I said
to hime "Go forthj the rebellious army which does mot call
itself mine- that thou do smite."” Thereupon Vaumisa marched
off. When he arrived in Armemia, them the rebels assembled
(and) came out against Vaumisa to join battle. A distriect by
name Izala, in Assyria~ there they joined battle. Ahuramazda
bore me aidj; by the favor of Ahuramazda my army smote that
rebellious army exceedinglys; of the month Anamaka XV days
were past, then the battle was fought by them.

Saith Darius the king: Again a second time the rebels
assembled (and) came out against Vaumisa to join battle. A
distriet by name Autiyara, in Armenia- there they joined
battle. Ahuramazda bore me aidg by the favor of Ahuramaszda
my army smote that rebellious army exceedingly, on the last
day of the month Thuravahara- them the battle was fought by
them. After that, Vaumisa waited for me in Armenia until I
arrived in Media.?

As a result of these battles Armenia was incorporated into the

3!0"&, PP. 123-12#.



Persian empire during the first year of Darius® reigmn, that is

in 521 B.C. "

Saith Darius the king: These are the countries which
came unto mej; by the favor of Ahuramazda I was king eof
them: Persia, Elam, Bapylonia, Assyria, Arabia, Egypt,
(those) who ar; beside the sea, Sardis, Ionia, Media,
Armm. LI

According to Herodotus, Armenia formed part of the thirteenth

satrapy of Darius' empire.
) v = \ AR | ’ e -~
v . amo TMakruvikgs §& kav ’Apueviwv kal TV
ﬂf:auﬂéwv /ue;y/u ro3 movrou roo Elfelveu rer'/’ako'n.a.
= 6
ré.\u.vra.' vo/.:$¢ ?cfros Kac‘. J-e'ka.ras PUT®8: o+,
« » o From the Pactyie country and Armenia and the
neighbouring lands as far as the Euxine four hundred.
These were the thirteenth provinece. . .
By the time of Darius the Great, Armenia must have been still
a young country. In the Behistan inscriptions, while in 0l1d
Persian Armenia is "Armina% and in the Elamite versiom of the
text it is "Har-mi-nu-ia," the equivalent word in the Akkadian

version of the text is "Ura-astu." As already mentioned in the

~l?atr:tm:-. dates the events by the day of the month without mentioning

the name of a year. But if "Ham Ahyaya tharda" should mean "In the
same year" as commonly accepted nowj lines 46 in the forth column
of the text would read as followss ". ., . in one and the same year
after I became king XIX battles I fought." Thus the events recorded
in the first four colummns of the Old Persian text, including those
concerning Armenia would date within the first year of Darius' reign.

Kent, pp. 160-163.

5Ient. Pe 119. sﬂiltori.l iii. 9.



previous chapter, "Ura-astu" éortainl: reminds one of Urartu.
On the basis of informatiom from the Behistan inscriptioms,
we can not tell exactly what Armenia was during the time of king
Darius. The identification of the places where the battles took
place between the Armenmians and the Persians may suggest the
position of the rebellious Armenians. The five place names
mentioned are, in order of appearance, Zuzahya, Tim," Uyama,
Izala.s Autiyara: the first three and the last being in Armenia,
the forth in Assyria. According to studies undertaken concerning
the identification of these place names, they may be safely located
in the region between north-west Assyria and south-west of Lake

Van.g

The position of Armenia during the Achaemenian period of
the Persian domination is better indicated by Herodotus. Speaking
of Asia Minor and its inhabitants, he refers to the Armenians and
locates them between the Ciliciame in the west and the Matienians

in the eut.m He comsiders the EZuphrates river the boundary eof

?'l.‘igris, Tiypes in Greek? R. Kent, 0ld Fersian, p. 186, Tigra
was a fort possibly on the Tigris river.

8800 Map I for its position.

93. Manantian, ALLwlwl WGunpml du, Jrga raf n]wrfmplrml._,
(Erovny s,,b.ah;.z.—f#am:-{ﬁ. e

10, tories v. 49,



Cilicia and Arnenin.u It appears that the Armenians inhabited
the regions west of Lake Vamg while the regions north and east of
Lake Van must have still been unoceupied by them, but, as generally

a.mptod.lz

formed the eighteenth satrapy of Herodotus, comprising
the Saspires, the Alarodians and the Matienians.

Whatever may have beem the boundaries of Armenia, it must have
represented a military force of considerable value as early as the
late sixth century B.C, According to the Behistan inscriptions,
the Armenians were capable of arousing a rebellionj furthermore,
were able to endure five battles organised against them by Darius.
More interesting is the mention of an Armenian named Arkha, insti-
gating a rebellion in Babylon. Darius recordse

Saith Darius the king:t While I was in Persia and in Media,
again a second time the Babylonians became rebellious from
me. One man by nare Arkba, an Armenian, son of Haldita- he
rose up in Babylom. A district by name Dubala- from there he
thus lied to the people: "I am Nebuchadrezzar the som of
Nabonidus."” Thereupon the Babyloniam people became rebellious
from me, (and) went wcbto Arkha, He seized Babyleomj he
became king in Babylem,

If Arkha was truly an Armenian, we may assume that the Armenians

dared organising revolts evem out of their own country. The name

111bid.. Ve 520

12y, W. How and J. wells, 2 Commentary om Herodotus, vol. I, p. 286,

ljx.nt ¢ Do 128.



"Arkha" is not of much help in asserting the identity of the rebel
leader in Babylon, Arkha means "king” in moderm Armenian (Haye-
ren). According to one suggestion, "Arkha" was the title of the
Pornisn kings.2V 27 se, then $3 weuld net o surprising to find &
rebel leader assuming the title of the Persian kings for ambitious
purposes. Arkha is mentioned to have been the "son of Haldita."
Haldita reminds one of the Urartian supreme god whose name was well
preserved among the Urartian survivors. We may suspect Arkha to
have been an Urartian who might have moved southwards and aroused
a rebellion in Babylom for the good reason of attempting to re-
establish the lost kingdom of Urartu. But Darius confused Armenia
with Urartu in the Akkadian version of his inseriptions, he might
have as well confused an Armenian with an Urartiam calling him the
"son of Haldita."

Another factor for the military strength of the Armenians is
presented by the mention of an Armenmian named Dadarshi, in the
service of Darius. Dadarshi was ordered to go and take care of
the rebellion in Armenia. The name "Dadarshi" appears again in
column III, line 15 of the Old Persiam text as the name of a Persian

satrap of Bactria.ls It is interesting to notice the use of the

1"nmm. pmﬂ-wr'w?‘- (Beirut: Sevam, 1955), vol.I, p. 287.

I,Kent. p. 128.
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name both by an Armenian and a Persiam. It might either provide
an example of Persian influence upom the Armenians, for "Dadarshi”
sounds Persian, or it n‘ight suggest a relationship between the
Persians and the Armenians.

Later sources also prove the particular interest of the Persians
in the soldiers and the horses that Armenia could provide for their
armies. Herodotus refers to the Armenians in the army of x»r:.uu.l6
Xenophon considers them a part of the troops of Orontas, the Persian
satrap of Armm.l? He also compares the Armenian horses with
those of the Persians and finds the first smaller but much more
npirited.l'a Strabo mentions the satrap of Armenia sending every
year twenty thousand foals to the Persian king at the annual festival
held in honour of Mithras, the Persian sun god.19

A valuable eye-witness description of Armemia in the Achaemenian
period of the Persiam dominatiom, about a century later than its

incorporation into the Persiam empire, is given Xenophon im his
by

lsn:l.atorie. vii. 73.

l?ﬁm iv. 3. *o
Brosa., v, 5. 36.

Pgeography x1. 14. 9.



20 The informatiom which he provides applies to those

Anabasis.
parts of Armenia through which Xenophonm and his ten thousand Greek
soldiers retreated back to Sardis in Asia Hiaor.zl He introduces
what he calls Westerm Armenia which he locates above the headwaters
of the Tigris, around the region of the Teleboas river-® which is
suggested to be identical with present Kara sou.23 a branch of an
eastern tributary of the Euphrates known as Mourad sou.

évra&&ew J’éﬁ%pngqrav rrmébuvﬁs §do #ﬁpa¢£yr¢s

§ka /‘-(E'XF( dﬂ‘e/’-{)‘)\eov ras Tr"yya:s ToU ﬂ;f/o'yros

Tora e, CvrebPev &' dmopedforav ero fuos's

rﬁsi{“rra./m.ra:nza.s n‘GVTerfdreKa. e réfuT»-,)\e/So’av

mra../.w'v- obros §'a4v kakds MHEV, /ue'ya.s 57

ol - Kbuac Se molrac rreﬂc‘ Tov rrora/.uév ofcrav-
0 §¢& romos ol ros ’/’fp/uen’a, éxaXelro ”' ﬂ‘ﬂ;s

y , 24
cormepav. - ..

z%om "up country march" and is the account of the march of the
ten thousand Greeks from Sardis in Westerm Asia Minor, to the gates of
Babylon; and thence the retreat through Kurdistam, Armenia and Georgia
back to Sardis. The Greecks were to participate the expedition organised
by Cyrus the Younger im %401 B.C., against his brother, Artaxerxes 11,
king of Persia.

leu Map III for Xenophon's retreat through Armenia.

2250e Map III.
23
R. Grousset, Histoire de L'Armenie, p. 76.

2““&@&.18 iv. 4, 3 and &,



From there they marched two stages, ten parasangs, until
they passed the headwaters of the Tigris river. From there
they marched three stages, fifteen parasangs, to the Te-
leboas river. This was a beautiful river though not a
large one, and there were many villages about it. This
region was called Western Armenia. « « '

On the basis of this information, Xenophom's Western Armenia
lay west of Lake Van, and possibly corresponded to Herodotus*
Armenia,

Western Armenia was under a Persianm governor, Tiribnzulzs who
must have been an assistant of Orontas, the satrap of all Arrmm:l..-.n.z6
The inhabitants of Westerm Armenia were a farming folk living
in village communities. Both arable and animal farming must haveé

been their chief occupations.

... v St rais olklacs prav aTyec, oles, [Bdes
6’[""9‘5; Kat Ta gky-ova.- rolrwy * - .+ . "f": Fe
kat iTup oL kai kpcfal kal b’rn*/’co.« kal ofyos
kf«f&woa ev K/Jar"rf/”'w- , £

s » « In the houses were goats, sheep, cattle, fowls,

and their young; « « » Here were alsc wheat, barley and
beans and barley wine im large bowlsS. « «

The dominating language in Xenophon's Western Armenia seems

21bid.
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to have been Persian. mgrent;.ly all conversation between the
Greeks and the inhabitants of Armenia took place im Persian.
Even the women and the girls whom the Greek soldiers met at the
water spring spoke Persian.
.o &Sra..t. a;/ﬁubr‘u.)v abrovs rlves e?c,v- ‘;
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« o o They asked the Greecks who they were, and the inter-
preter answered imn Persiam that they were on their way from
the king to the satrap. The women answered that he was not
there, but about one parasang awvay. « .

The Greeks could not have possibly communicated with the peoples
in Armenia in any other language than Persian, and they almost
always did get their amswers in Persian. The extent of Persian
influence in Armenia can na.ither be unnoticed nor denied. However,
it is worthwhile to take into considerationm Xenophon's mention of
some Armenian boys in their strange and foreign dress and with whom
the Greeks had to talk by means of signs.

tred §' A4 NBov N'/Jt;s Xewlrogov, kq.rc,ka,'/uﬂa vev
Koakélvovs CRMvodsvTras érreqﬂavw/ue' vous Tou f”?f‘";
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When they went near Cheirisophus, they found his troops also
feasting in their quarters, crowned with wreaths of hay and
served by Armemian boys in their strange, foreign (barbarianm)
dress§ and they were showing the boys what to do by signs, as
if they were deaf and dumb.

The boys could not have been dressed in Persian style, for that
was familiar to the Greeks, and therefore, would not have appeared
"gtrange and foreign."™ The boys were spokemn to by means of signs.
They were neither deaf nor dumb. Apparently they did not speak
Persian, otherwise they could have beemn talked to through a Persiam
interpreter as in the other cases. In what style were they dreisod?
What language éid they speak? Due to the lack of cource material,
we may not definitely prove, but simply suggest that the boys might
have been dressed in Armenian style with which the Greeks were not
familiar; and they might have only known Armenian in which case the
Persian interpreters could not have been of any help. However,
except for this single example, everything else appears to have

been Persian in Xenophon's Armenia.

2925‘33-81‘ ive Se 330



CHAPTER IV
THE RISE OF INDEPENDENT KINGDOMS IN ARMENTIA
AND
THE EMPIRE OF TIGRANES THE GREAT

The Achaemenian empire fell to Alexander the Great in 331 B.C,
Armenia appears to have shared a similar fate. The Armenians
definitely fought by the Persians against Alexander. In his
description of the Persian army, Arrian places them with the
Cappadocians in fromt of the right wing.,® Apparently Armemia
was subjected to Alexander's rule. Arrian mentions him sending
a satrap, Mithrines to Amnia.z Strabo states Armemia to have
been a Macedonian pmuniot.s This is not to say, however, that
Alexander had been to Armenia personally. WNothing is said in this
respect. But he sent his soldiers there., While introducing the
mines in Armenia, Strabo mentions that Menon and soldiers were
sent to the gold mimes in Syspiritis by u.nxandcr.~ This last

lﬁbaah of Alexander iii. 11, 7.

21bid., iii, 16, 5.

——

%Gsography xi. 14, 15,

blbidt' ﬂ. 1~I 9.
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piece of information may also indiuto the part of Armenia that

fell to Alexander the Great. sySPirith, lay north-east of Lesser
Armemia, After Alexander's death, whem his empire split up inte
three major parts under his generals, Armenia was made part of the
Seleucid empire. Strabe, in his sketech of the history of Armenia,
mentions it under Persian and Macedonian domination, and then
referring to the Seleucids, "under those who held Syria and Media."®
Appian also considers Armemia part of Seleucus? empire, which he
claims to have extended from Phrygia to the Indus in India.?

It was in the first quarter of the second cenmtury B.C, that
Armenia was liberated from the Seleucid rule. After Antiochus III
(223-189 B.C.) was defeated by the Romans at Magnesia in 189 B.Ces
his two gemerals, Artaxias and Zariadris, who had been in charge
of Armenia, were recognized as autonomous kings.s They divided

the country between them, and each ruled over his own kingdom.
Artaxias ruled over the country round Artaxata, while Zariadris

Sgecgraphy xi. 14, 15.

7Roma History, Syriam Wars. 55.

BStrl.be Geography xi. 14, 15.
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had Sophene, Acisene, Odmth and certain other regions under
his control.g Later, joining efforts they enlarged their terri-
tories by cutting off Caspiane, Phaunitis and Basoropeda from the
country of the Medes, Chorzene and Gogareme from the country of
the Iberians, Carenitis and Xerxene from the country of the Cha=
lybians and the Mosynoeci, Acilisene and the country round the
Antitaurus from that of the Cataonians, Taromitis from the couniry

of the Syria.ns.m

Thus the kingdoms of Artaxias and Zariadris in
Armenia must have been quite extensive, bordering Albania, Iberia
and Colchis in the north, Media in the east, Assyria in the south
and Cappadocia and Lesser Armenia in the west.

Independent of these two kingdoms there existed a third one,
namely the kingdom of Lesser Armenia which lay north-west of the
territories of Artaxias and Zariadris. Strabo introduces it as
a prosperous country, independent and in good relation with the
other Armnim.n

The unification of these three Armenian kingdoms into a single

political organisation was probably first attempted by Artaxias.

%Ibid., xi. 14, 5. See Map IV for the regions memtioned.
”In_i_. See Map IV for the regions mentioned.

119._9221_:1 xii. 3. 28,



He at least tried to annex the territory of Zariadris to his own
kingdom. Diodorus of Sicily tells us that Artaxias failed in his
attempt as a result of the intervention of the king of Cappadocia,
Arimthos.”‘

It was a descendant of Artaxias named Tigranes who not only
realised the unification of the three Armenian kingdoms but also
created a considerably extensive empire, which however, seems to
have been a one-man affair. As soon as he was on the throne,
Tigranes must have started om a series of campaigns, first against
Artanes, who had inherited the kingdom of Zariadris from the
latter's auemim. and thea against Parthia, Mesopotamia, Syria
and Phoonicia.n Plutarch mentions Tigranes to have also conquerad
Pm:l.en*l::l.no..l~ But he does not seem to have proceeded that far to
the south, Josephus tells ns quite clearly that although he was
expected to move to Palestine from Syria, the news of Lucullus'
arrival in Arwenia forced him to returnm hou.'ls Even though Pales-

tine was not conguered by Tigrames, it could have been under his

12piv1i0theca Historica xxxi, 22.
Bﬂm»o GQOE‘m xi. 1‘0 15-
1"2;.._. Life of Lucullus.xiv. 5.

1Jeuish Antiguities xiii. 519<h21.



influence, in which case Appian's informatiom to the effeet that
his conquests extended as far as Egypt would be juatif:labh.u
At any rate, Armenia acquired its largest extent under Tigranes.

It is a difficult task to decide the character of Tigranes'
Armenia. From the informatiom available we may assume, on one
hand, Persiam influence still in effect, and on the other hand,
an attempt at Hellenization.

There is no doubt that Timu was well acquainted with Persian
ways, for he had been a hostage among the Parthiau.17 He bore the
title "King of Kings" which at the time was peculiar to the
Persian monarchs. As a matter of fact, he was quite fond of his
title. Plutarch mentions him getting outraged upon hearing that
Lucullus, the Roman General, had denied him his title.

6" 3 g AaukodLXuiJ 5 op y ¢ _fo’/devas, 0T ¢
ﬂa.G'LLG:&. /Heﬂlvav adro'v, ov ﬂa.crc}le'wv v ™
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a’.urtY,Oaf.cﬁuv adrok[;aLro/oa. npowefn'ev. el

lsxmli_smv Syrian Wars. 48,
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e » o He was vexed with Lucullus for addressing him in his
letter with the title of king only, and not king of kings,

and aceordingly, in his reply, he would not address Lucullus
as Imperator. « « »

According to Persiam tradition, Tigranes had kings waiting om

him,

Plutareh gives the picture in an exaggerated manmer.
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Many were the kings who waited upon him, and four he always
had about him like attendants or body-guards, would rum om
feot by their master's side when he rode out, dressed in

short blouses, and when sat transacting business, would stand
by with their arms crossed. . . .

Not only the title of Tigranes was Persian, but his own name

seems to have beem Persian as well. " Pigranes® dppem first in

Herodotus as the name of a Persian Achaemenid commander in the

army of Ieml.zo According to Strabo the Median word for "arrow"

is Tigr:l.-.a vhich is possibly related to the name "Tigranes."

19‘L_1vu. Life of Lucullus. xxi., 5.

mﬂiﬂtori.! vii. 62‘ ix,. 96' 102.

2oography xi. 14. 8.
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Tigranes, however, was not the first king of Armenia with a
name of Persiam origin, All the kings of Armenia preceeding
Tigranes ¥aad Persian names Or. were Persian, to mention a few
of them: Axtaxias, Zarisdris, Artanes.

A valu=sble piece of evidenve indicating the force of the
Persian imfluence in Armenia is Strabo's mention of the most

22

popular wourship of a Persian goddess 4 Anaitis in Armenia.

RAmravre /wéf oov T Tov Mepriov {epa ka M §oc
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*Phe Medes and the Arméenians have honoured the sacred
rites of the Persians, the Armenians have honoured specially
that of Anaitis, in different places and also im Acilisene
they have set up temples, « « =«

Even though at home wvith oriental customs, Tigranes was an
adnirer of Hellenistic culture and did not hesitate to introduce
Hellenism into Armenia, Strabo's mention of Tigranes building
& nev city and populating it with the inhabitants of "Greek

Gities,™ he means to say Seleucid cities, should not escape our

&Amiw is the Persian form. Appears in the inscriptions of
Artaxerxes II. R, Kent, O1Ld Persiam, p. 167.

23&0 o ggraphy xi. 14, 16.



nttcntim.z.’ Piutarch speaking more im detail, states the presence
of many Greeks in Tigranoeerta.zs the newly-founded city, among
other peoplies all of whom were carried away from there homes %o
the city of Tigrmu.zs Coins of Tigranes with Greek inscriptions
provide concrete examples of Hellenism ia Armenia.>! Plutarch
jnforms that Artavasdes, the successor of Tigranes composed dramas,
tragedies and wrote orations and histories; and that Greek compo=
sitions were introduced at ba.nqueta.aa

The empire of Tigranes did net last long. All the while he was
busy, the Romans had been watching him in silence, and kept doing
so until Lucullus, the Roman General had to clash with him while
at war with Mithridates of Pontus, the father-in-law of Tigranes.
Mithridates ran off to Armenia to find refuge, the Romans kept
demanding him back. Tigranes refused to hand him over to the

enemy and thus made Lucullus wage war om him. 4s a result, he lost

2%1 44, , xi. 14 15,
2550 Map IV.
261.1795, 1ife of Lucullus. xxvi. 1.

27charlos Seltmman, Greek Coins (Londons Methuen & Coey 1960),
Plate LIV.

“nng. Life of Crassms., xxxiii, 1 and 2.
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Syria, Phoenicia, Cilicia, Galai:ia and Sophene to the Romams,
apart from the destruction he suffered in his chief cities, Tig~-
ranocerta and Artaxata, and he never had the chance to recover

his emire aguin.zg

29P1utarch Lives, Life of Lucullus. xix, xxi, xxiii, xxv, xxvi,
xxvii,



CHAPTER V
THE ARMENIANS

Relation with the Phrygians

It is time that we turn our attentiomn to the informatiom
provided by Greek authors concerning the originm of the Armenians,
To begin with Herodotus, in his description of the Persian army
of Xerxzes, refers to the Armenians as Phrygian colonists. 1In
support of this view, he further introduces them armed similar
to the Phrygians and grouped under the same leader. He regards

the Phrygians as European immigrants to Asia.
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e » ¢+ A= the Macedonians say, the Phrygians were uli
Briges as long as they were Buropeans and were neighbun
to the Macedonisns; but when they changed their hom b
Asia, they also changed their name to Phrygian. The im
ians were armed just as the Phrygians, they were thew
lonists of the Phrygians. Both these together had furbtd
commander Artochmes, Darius' son-in-law.

By considering the Armenians the colonists of the Phrygim,
Herodotus not only relates the first to the latter, but am
suggests the Armemnians to have been inhabitants of Europm orlge
m.

Strabo definitely believes the Armenians to have been i
descendants of immigrants from Burope. He informs us that:
certain Armenus, from a Thessalian city called Armenium, him
Pherae and Larisa, accompanied Jasom inte Colchis, Iberia, Lk
and many parts of Media and Armenia. He further informs wii
Armenus and his followers settled down in what was named imil
after Armenus.
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s ¢« ¢« It is said that Jason with Armenus the Thessalian
on his voyage to the country of the Colchians wemnt as far
as the Caspian sea, and visited Iberia and Albania and
many parts of Armenia and Media, as both the Jasonia and
several other memorials testify. It is said that Armenus
was from Armenium, one of the cities on Lake Boebeis between
Pherae and Larisaj he and those with him settled in Acilie
cene and Syspiritis occupyin; the country a«s far as Cala=
chane and Adiabene, and he lefi Armenia named after himself.,

Jason's Jjourney from Europe to Asia in mythieal chronology
precedes the fall of Troy. This would mean that Armenmus and his
followers who accompanied Jason must have settled down in the
country they called Armemia as early as 1200 B.C, The regions of
Armenia they are mentioned to have occupied are Syspiritis, Acie
lisene and the country as far as Calachane and Adiabene, that is,
roughly speaking, the lands bordering Lesser Armenia and Cappa-
docia in the west and Assyria in the lcmth.z' These areas sup-
posedly inhabited by Armenus and his followers may perhaps be

regarded as the early centres of Armenian settlement in Armenia,

z&eogaw xi. &, 8,

3800 Map IV for the regions.



As already seen in the preceding chapters, information from the
Behistan inscriptions but particularly by Herodotus and Xenophon
indicates the same. However, it does not appear right te place
the Armenian migratiom into Armenia in the twelfth century B.C.,
by connecting it with Jason and Armenus.

The Armenians do not seem to have moved into Armenia from
Europe in a single migration., In the piece of information quoted
on page 48, Herodotus makes clear that the Armenians migrated to
Armenia from Phrygia in Asia Minor where they had lived for a
considerable time, it appears after their migration from Europe.
Furthermore, Armenia as such did not exist much earlier than the
sixth century B.C. The earliest evidence for it dates 521 B.C.

Certainly, Strabo did not invent the story about the origimn of
the Armenians. He must have depended omn a particular source which
he does mention in an indirect way. He states that Cyrsilus, a
Pharsalian and Medius, a larisacan who were the followers of
Alexander the Great, say that Armenia was named after Armenus
whose followers settled in certain parts of erenia.b Therefore,
it is possible to conclufie that the story Strabo tells may have
been invented during llcm&cr‘s conquests in the East, that is

hﬂeoglm xi. 1“0 12.



in the forth century B.,C, Apparently Herodotus knew nothing
of the story, otherwise he would have recorded it. Of course
there is the possibility that the story did exist but he was
ignorant of it. At any rate, it could not have been invented
earlier than the sixth century B,C, for Armenia did not exist
then. Even though the particulars of Strabe's story are not
in accord with those of Herodotus, both writers relate the Ar-
menians to Europeans and consider them immigrants from Europe.
A very interesting piece of informatiom regarding the re-
lation of the Armenians to the Phrygiams is provided by a
later writer, Stephanus of Byzantium. He states that the Ar-

menians were originally of Phrygia and that much of their

language was Phrygian.

e Af/-f&w.m. Se Ta /uev yevas ek #Urta-s Kn.w-
ro; ¢ww=7 mohka ¢purcfaua'¢.. 5§

3

e « « The Armenians are from Phrygia and in their
language much is Phryglan. . .

Not only he confirms the opiniom that the Armenians must have
moved to Armenia from Phrygia, but asserts as well their eclose
relation to the Phrygians by relating the languages of the two

peoples. N, Adontz believes this to have been true. He thinks

szthnieorgg Quae Supersunt, pe 123.
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that the Armenians and the thygianl were grouped under the ;an-
leader in Xerxes' army for their similar language, on which basis
he thinks the rest of the groupings in the army were dono.s

Only about two hundred Phrygian words have survived to the
present. On the other hand, the Armenians referred to by the
Greek authors (Greek and Persiam sources) apparently have not
left behind evem a single writtem record in theitr native language
for the good reason that they did not possess an alphabetic systen.
What has beem put into comparisom with the remnants of the Phrygianm
language is a much later Armenian first written down in the fifth
century A.D, This is the language of the people who have been
the inhabitants of Armenia and have been called and are still called
Armenians and their country Armenia but only by foreigners. They
name themselves Hayer.7 their country Hayastan and their language
Hayerem., We shall have occasion to speak more about the Hayer,
but now considering the relation of Hayeren to Phrygian, some words
have been suggested identical in meauing and pronunciatiom im both
languages, " Su Z‘f' " (manr) meaning small and Runcféo n (souin)

meaning spear in classical Armeniam and corresponding to "many®

!
Gnisteire D'Armenie, p. 312,

nHay" is the singular form, "Hayer" the plural form. The suffix
"er" im Hayerem "Gp" is an indication of the plural.



and "sibyna" in Phrygian aro'oxanples.a

As a conclusion we may say that the informatiom provided by
Herodotus, Strabo and Sterhanus of Byzantium favour the opinion
that the Armenians were related to the Phrygians with whom they
pigrated from Europe to Asia about the twelfth century B.C.
They settled down in what they called Phrygia in Asia Minor and
lived there for a considerable time, until aboumt the seventh
century B,C., the Cimmeriam and the Scythlan invasions provided
the Armenians a favourable occasion to move further east into
Urartu where the Urartiam kingdom was already on its way to

decline.

84, Menantian, Bbbwlwl NGuncpyncle §uy Jngndrpp Musplopjw e,
vole. I. Pe 15.




e 55

z!o Armenians and the Hayer

Until the fifth century A,D, all informatiom about the Ar-
menians ﬁad been recordeéd in foreign tongues by foreigners (who
had to write im their respective languages) as well as by the
Armenians themselves. But once the inhabitants of Armenia
invented an alphabetic system and had the possibility to write
in their own language, they revealed themselves as Hayer, their
country Hayastan and their language Hayeren.

It is undoubted that the language of the Hayer is of Indo=-
Buropean origin. The Armenians of the Persian and Greek sources
and the Hayer could only have spoken a single language or
dialects of the same language. Strabo, while describing the
lakes in Armenia, méntions Lake Hnntiane.9 also called Gapauta.lo
He thinks it means "blue" when translated.

Elerc fe ka: )\L'/!vac. kara -m\;v '/%/aevt’av’
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There are also large lakes in Armenia, one the Mantiane,
which being translated neans "Bluej" . . «

Strabo does not specify in what language "Mantiane” or "Capau-
ta" means "Blue." But he must be referring to Armenian, the
language of the people living in Armenia at the time, that is,
first century B.,C. Capauta corresponds to the old Armenian name
of the lake, that is , Kapoit-azov meaning Blue Lake, rather Blue
sea, "Kapoit" also means "Blue" in Haycrem, the language of the
Hayer. Bven though this is a single example, but it is the
earlieat evidence known for the common language of the Armenians
and the Hayer .

The Armenians could not have suddenly become the Hayer in the
fifth century A. D. They must have called themselves Hayer all
the while foreigners referred to them as Armenians. The lack of
a writing system and consequently the impossibility to express
themselves in their native tongue must have been why the name
"Hay" or "Hayer" was revealed not until the fifth century A.D,

But of course the more complicated and essential problem is the
fact that the same people have been referred to by foreigners

differently than what they named and still name themselves. The
Armenians are not the only people to present such a problem. The

Romans spoke of the Hellenes as the Greeks. The Greeks referred
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to Canaan as Phoenicia and called Misr Egypt.

The most plausible explanation in regard to this problem
appears to lie in the assumption that the inhabitants of Armenia
(Hayastan), prior to their settlement in Armenia must have
comprised smaller groups each of which must have had its parti-
cular group name under which they migrated from Asia Minor further
to the east. The Armenians must have been one of these groups,
the first whom the Persians met, learned their name and applied
it to all other groups who kept moving into Armenia. Other peoples,
foreigners did the same after the Persians, The Hayer, on the
other hand, must have been ome of the later groups which moved
into Armenia, and even though they dominated all the rest of the
groups in Armenia they were called Armenians, and their country

Armenia after their kinsmen who had been first to Armenia.



CHAPTER VI
THE URARTIAN CULTURE ON THE BASIS OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS

This final chapter is a brief study of some items of the Urar-
tian culture, It is based particularly on archaeological dis-
coveries, as they provide concrete examples for exact deseriptiom.
The most important areas of Urartiam excavation where abundant
material has been discovered are Van, ancient Tuspa, the capital
of the Urartiansj Toprak Kale, ancient Rusahina a little north of
Vanj Karmir Blur, ancient Teisbaini near Erevan, the present

1 in the eastern half of the

capital of Soviet Armeniaj Altintepe
plain of Erzincan and Musasir, the sacred city of the Urartianms,
In dealing with the culture of the Urartians, I will take inte
consideration their literature, religion, architecture, art and
netallurgy.

LITERATURE, The literature of Utartu is mostly composed of
the royal inscriptions of the Urartian momarchs. These inscriptions

on steles, rocks and tablets were found scattered all over Armenia,

llts ancient name is still unknown.

'580
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The majority were discovered im Van or its vicinity, and hence
are often known as the "Vannie Toxts.“z They are in the Urare
tian language, written in cuneiform characters reading left te
right.3 The cuneiform script was borrowed from the Assyrians.
It appears that prior to having a writing system of their owm,
the Urartians wrote in Assyrian. The earliest kmown inscriptiom
by an Urartian king, that of Sarduri I, was composed in myrm."
Even after having adopted the cuneiform script and adapted it te
the peculiarities of their own language, Assyrian was not entirely
ignored. The Urartian kings composed bilingual inscriptioms in
Urartian and Assyrian,s providing the key to the decipherment of
the Urartian texts.

After many previous attempts it was the British scholar A.H,
Sayce who deciphered the Vannic texts. To mention a few charac-

teristics of the Urartiam language; the phonetic system is com-

posed of four vowelst a, e, i, u, and seventeen consonants: b, d,

2).H.Sayce, "The Kingdom of Vam," Cambridge Ancient History, vel.
1II, ppe 170=171.

38.K.Jamgotchian, A.K.Aprahamian and S,S,Melik-Pakhshian, 25!
dngn MecespSaepyne b (Brevan: Haybedousmankhrad, 1963), vol.
v+ P

hQuoted in Chapter I, on page 5.

5Such an inscription of king Ispuini has already been quoted in
Chapter I, on page 6.
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gs by ky 1, my m, p, q, 7, ﬂt‘l'v 8y ty ty 2. The nouns usuvally
end in "i" such as, "erili - ling," "ebani - city,” and
sometimes in "a" amnd "se" such as, "burgama - fort," "quiura
-~ land," and "ase - mam," "gunuse - fight." Words may take
suffixes, of which the following are a few examples: the subject
of a transitive verb takes the suffix "se," "Khaldise Karuni -
Khaldi conquereds™ the subject of an intransitive verb, om the
other hand, takes the suffix "ni,"” "Khaldini istabi - Khaldi
went." The suffix "ni" 4is also used for the formation of the
accusative case, while the snfﬁ.:n_u "i" and "e" are used for
the formation of the genetive and the dative cases respectively.
"1i" is used to indicate the plural. Basic to the verbal system
is the formatiom of the verbs by the combination of a series of
monosyllabic words with those of two or three syllables, such as,
"su - adu, hasu, zaduj du - adu, zadu, teirdu." The most commonly
used pronouns in the inseriptions are the first person singular

and the thir@ persom singular and p:m-n.‘

As already indicated
prwiona].y,? the Urartian language appears to have been related

to the Hurrian language.

".Admts, Histoire D* ; s PP 256=-266,

7chapter II, pp. 12-16,
Cf. E.A.Speiser, Introduction to Hurriam (New Havem, 1941), p. 10.



The Vannic texts have brought to light much of the history
of Urartu. They give us an insight into the social, economic
and religious organisation of the Urartian kingdom. They deal
particularly with the achievements of the Urartian kings, either
commemorating their military victories or their comstructiom
works, such as the building of a canal, a temple, a palace, a
stronghold. To Khaldi, the supreme deity of Urartu, is ascribed
every achievement in war as well as in peace. We may take two
inscriptions of king Menuas as examples. The first provides the
literary evidence for the construction of a shrine dedicated teo
Khaldij the second records a campaign of his against Sebeteria-
ni, Huzana-ni and Supa-ni, presumably three rulers.

Through Haldi®s might Menua, som of Ishpuini, to Haldi,
the lord, a building, a shrine has set up, a stromghold
he set up, (a) nodble (?) (stronghold).

Haldi partit, som guerrier combattit Seveteria-ni (et
som) paysj combattit Husana-ni (et som) paysj combattit
Supa-ni. Ealdi (est) fort. le haldiem guerrier (est) fort.
Par la puissance haldiemne partit Menua fils d*Ispuini,
11 prit Sebeteria-ni (et som) pays. il prit Huzana-ni (et
son) pays il prit Supa-ni., Il gagna les environs du Hatina,

A Haldi cette stéle il tailla a Sebeteria, A Haldi um
sanctuaire il construisit A Sebeteria, . . .9

8?. Hulin, "New Urartiamn Inscribed Stones at Anzaf " Anatolian
Studies, vol, X (1960). P 207,

9rdontz, pp. 251-252,
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RELIGION. Khaldi was the supreme head of the Urartian pantheom.
He was honoured most., There is much praise in the Urartiam ins-
eriptions and all goes to the might and the power of Khalddi., He
was the initietor of all things and the guide to success.

Temples were erected for his worship. Sargon II of Assyria
records the capture of Musasir which he calls "the abode of the
god Khaldia" and describes in detail his plunder of Khaldi's
tamplo.m Furthermore, & relief of Sargon from his palace at
Khorsabad indicates the temple of Khaldl at Musasir.'' Part of
the sculptures on the relief represent a god or a king very ela-
borately dressed and facing left towards two triple spearheads
placed one above the other. Another fragment appears to represent
a similar sculpture of a god or n_‘k..‘..ns. also facing a triple
spearhead but looking towards the other god or king. The spear-
head is indicated as the symbol of the god.lz Two temples of

Khaldi have been discovered and exéavatad; cne was found at Toprak

:mb. Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylomia, vol II,
setC. 210, '

ll'h.shin ﬁzgiiq, nExcavations at Altintepe," Belleten, vol. XXV
(April 1961), pe 279

uc.A.Burney. "Urartian Reliefs at Adilcdvu, on Lake Vam, and a
Rock Relief from Kerasm, near Birecil" Anatolian Studies, vol. VIII
(1958)' Pe 211l.
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Kale and the other at Altintepe.’” In the latter mamy offerings
were also found, the majority of which comsisted of spearheads
similar to those lmdicated om the relief of Sargom, Consequently,
the temple at Altintepe is alleged to have belonged to xhaldi.l*
It appears that primarily weapons made of irom and bronsze were
dedicated or offered to Khaldi. The inscribed shield of Argisti
discovered in one of the rooms in the citadel at Karmir Blur is an
example. The inscriptiom reads as followss "From the fortress of
Argisti, son of Mcnuaj this shield Argisti, som of Menua, powerful
king, great king, king of Biaina, ruler of the ¢ity Tuspajg (dedi-
cated) to the god Khaldi."1? The offerings to Khaldi, consisting
of spearheads as well as irom and bronze maceheads, scepters and
arrowheads found in the temple at Altintepe provide another example,
Ne doubt, Khaldi appreciated these offerings. He was the Urartian
war god like the Assyrian Assur., He went to war, even fought
battles for his king and army, Here is what an inscription of
Sarduri II tells:

131 shall describe the temples under ARCHITECTURE.

IAH. Mellink, "Archacology in Asia Minor," American Journal of

&rchaeologi..vols. 1XV (1961) and LXVI (1962), pp. <h5 and 79

respectively,

58D Barnett, "Russian Excavations in Arnenia," Irag, vol. XIV
(1952). Pe 1630
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Haldi combattit le pays du roi du pays de Erighi, com-
battit le pays de Abilianihi et il les presenta a Sarduri.
Sarduri alla ooatrolgriahini-di. conquit le pays entier en
un seul jours « o« o

The Urartian pantheon included many other gods. At least seventy=
nine more are mentioned om the so called Door of Mher at Van, alomg
with the number of the sacrifices offered to oaoh.l? The Urar=-
tians must have incorporated inte their pantheon the gods of the
countries they conguered. It appears from the number of the sac-
rifices offered to the gods that Tesheba.ls the storm god, and
Ardini.lg the sun god, were the next two important gods ailter
Khaldi. The sacrifices consisted of cows, sheep, oxen, goats and
bulls., According to the inscriptiom on the Door of Mher, Khaldl
received six goats, seventcen oxem and thirty-four sheepj Tesheba
received six oxenm and twelve sheeps Ardini received four oxem and

eight sheepy the rest of the gods were offered only a few animals

each.ao A sacrificial stend found in ome of the rooms in the

lsldOltS. Pe 172,

17%.' PP« 1“’8-151.

18Teahup of the Hurrians, Georges Roux, Ancient Iragq (Londonm:
George Allen and Unwin Lid., 1964%), p. 192, The town oi Teishbaini
(modern Karmir Plur) must have been named for his homour.

lgvery interestingly in the Ascyrian version of the Urartian texts
Musasir appears as "Ardinig," Probably there was a sanctuarythere
dedicated to Ardini.

20, 5ontz, pp. 148151,
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citadel at Karmir Blur with traces of burning and censer may

21

give us an idea about the process of offering sacrifices. As

to the rituals, a bronze gquiver of king Sarduri with ritual
scenes among other decorations has been found at Karmir Blur.za
Little can be said about the funeral ceremony. Two coffins were
found at Altintepe. One contained the skeleton of a mamn, while
the other that of a woman, Beside the coffin of the mam, there
were gold, silver and bronze buttons which apparently had been
sewn into a dress and irom arrowheads. The woman was buried fully
dressed wearing a gold necklace and precious atoms.;"’
ARCHITECTURE, Fortresses, palaces, temples, dwellings, tombs
and even canals existing to the present time provide evidence for
the Urartian architectural achievements. These structures, un-
like those of the Assyrians, were built of stome or nud-bricks
resting on stone foundatioms, The Urartians appear to have been

fond of massive walls, tall ceilings often made of pine or oak

beams, floors of either a Icind of mosaic or stamped earth and

a'n.n.naﬂott, "Russian Excavations in Armenia," Iragy vol. XIV
(1952), p. 143,

za;hido. Pe 139.

23 Rt
Tashia Ozgug, "Excavations at Altintepe,” Belleten, vel XXV
(April 1961), . 2'.}0. - ’



ecolourful paints. The citadel at Karmir Blur, the temples at
Toprak Kale and Altintepe, the grave at Altintepe and the canal
of Menuas at modern Hayotz Tzor are fine examples of Urartiam
large scale construction works. On the other hand, the ancient
Urartian settlement south and west of the Karmir Blur citadel
provides examples of Urartian dwellings.

The citadel at Karmir Blur seems to have been built in twe
periodss the earlier in the time of Menuas (828«785 B,C,), while
the later in the time of Busa or Rusas II (680-646 B.C,). A
cuneiform inscription of the latter on 2 bronze door lock was
found during the excavations., It reads as follows: "This
fortress (thouse of arms®) of the town of Teishebaini belongs teo
Rusas, son of Argishti."au The citadel was & huge structure
with mascive walls containing a large courtyard and at least 120
roome, The bases of the walls of the rooms were of unworked
stones, and the walls o; unbaked bricks which contained chopped
strawj the ceilings were flat and made of either pire or cak
beans, The citadel is thought to have been the court of an Urar-
tian viceroy. Many store rooms were discovered and excavated.

Some contained remains of food stocks, such as barley, wheat,

millet, sesame, beans, lentil and evemn millet breadj others com~

Zuhlexander HMongait, Archaeology inm the U,5,5,R.¢ Pe 2224
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tained 152 large vessels for winej still others contained all sorts
of objects ~-= irom and bronze weapons and tools, ornaments, woodem
articles and fabrics.>>

The temples at Toprak Kale and Altintepe were found to be si-
milar. They were built on rock foundatioms, on a square plan with
the entrance to the south and a corridor leading to the cella
egainst the north wall of which was the statue base. The walls
were thick and lined with three courses of well dressed stones.
In the area of the Toprak Kale temple several rooms with mud-brick
walls were cleared which revealed traces of wall painting im blue
and red, as well as some mosaic fragnents consisting of concentric
stone inlays. The wall of the cella of the Altintepe temple was
also painted in red and blue, while the floor was of stamped
oarth.zs

The grave at Altintepe was constructed in the slope of a hill
surrounded by a large wall of stones which gave the impression

of an underground fortress. The grave contained rooms presumably

used for the placement of the dead as well as their necessary

251vid.

.D.Barnett, "Russian Excavations in Armenia," Irag, vel. XIV
(1952), pp. 132147,

26H.Kellink. "Archacology in Asia Minor," Americam Jourmal of
Archacology, vols. LXV ‘1%1) and LIVI (1962). PPe an
rocpeoEIvciig
Tashin Ozgig, "Excavations at Altintepe,"” Belleten,vel. XXV

(1961), p. 279.
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belongingr.27 Some of the contents of ome of the rooms has already
been described above, undaf RELIGION.

As to the canal of Menuas, aﬁ inscription of his provides the
literary evidence for its construction.

Par la Haldienne puissance Menua fils d'Ispuini ce canal
conduisits Canal de Menna (est) le nom. Par la Haldienne
grandeur Menua (est) roi puissunt, roi g§§nd. roi de Piaina
(i1i) prince de la ville de Tuspas » « »

However, a more concrete evidence for the camal is its continued
existence to the present time, It bears the name of Semeramis.
It begins ome and a half kilometers from the Mzenkert village,
irrigates vast distances of land until it terminates at Van., It
is estimated to be fifty kilomelers 10:3.29

The houses found south and west of the Karmir Blur citadel
appear to have been jnhebited by Urartian warriors and their
families, as well as by farmers amnd craftsmen, The houses were
built of roughly worked stonmes. They centained three rooms inter-
connected by doorways. The main room received its daylight from
a hole in the ceiling, while the secondary rooms received their

licht through the doorway.’ Other archacological finds indicate

271bid. (Belleten).

Za““t’. Pe 2“.

291bid., pp. 239-240.
Johangait, pe 22k,
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Urartian houses excavated in rooks.n

ART AND METALLURGY, 'ﬂn numerous articles found at the Urar-
tian excavation sites provide am extensive collection of Urartian
art objects, To begin with pottery, at least four kinds -- gray
ware, red ware, coarse black ware and plain ware ~- have been
identified in the finds at Teoprak Kale and Karmir Blur, The gray
ware objects consisted of a jug and a cup. The juz was round-
bellied with strap handle and tall neck with pinched lip. The
cup had swelling shoulders, flat foot anf high lip. Open bowls,
one handled jugs and pitchers, beakers, profiled cups and vessels,
all of red polished ware, were found at Toprak Kale as well as
at Karmir Blur, Vases of coarse black ware with wide neck and
herring-bone combed design were also found at Toprak Kale. Apart
from the four types of pottery mentioned, there were some other
examples with paintings or geometric decorations. One was a
large vase with birds painted on a yellowish clay background,.
Others were parts of huge jars the rims of which were decorated

with figures of lions attacking bulls in high relie£;3a and a

31‘.3.5”0. "The Kingdom of Vam," Cambridge Ancient History,
vel. III, p. 155.

322.D.Barnett. "The Excavations of the British Museum at Toprak
Kale, Near Van," » vol. XIT (1950), p. 34.
R.D.Barnett, ther Russian Excavations in Armenia " Irag,
vol, XXI (1959), pp. 1-19,



burnished black vessel with a painted shoulder-band having con-
centriec circles of black'and brown on yellow and bull's heads
in high relief,>>

It appears that the Urartians were fond of bulls and lions
like the rest of the peoples in Mesopotamia, All sorts of
objects, mostly of bronze with bulls and lions orn them have
been discovered at Toprak Kale. Such as, a human headed winged
bull-man or woman wearing a horned crown and a kind of ornament
round the neck, two shields with rows of lions and bulls, a
fragment of a bowl decorated with lions, a pair of handles f{rom
a large dish each handle being decorated with the head of a
roaring lion and finally part of a figure of a male god standing
on the back of a kneeling bull or bull 1105.5h

Urartian ivory work on the basis of the finds from Toprak
Kale consisted of human and animal figures. Examples ares a
nude female figure of either a goddess or a worshipper wearing
a high head-dress and a necklace, remains of a male figure
wearing a fleecy garrment and a heavy wig of hair, and parts of the

paws of a 110:.35

th.n.karnett. "Russian Excavations in Armenia,” Irag, vel. XIV
(1952) s Do 1#2.

3"’R..B.Bau:‘nett, "The Excavations of the British Museum at Toprak
Kale Iu’. vol. XII (19%’, Pe 15.

*1bid., p. 16.



As to the metal work of the Urartians, reference has already
been made to their skill in metallurgy. Irom, bronze, silver
and gold objects of all sorts discovered in abundance provide the
evidence.

Iron was used especially for weapons. Finds at Toprak Kale,
Karmir Blur and Altintepe and elsewhere in Armenia include flat
axes, battle axes, lance heads, daggers, knives, swords and shields
made of irom, Bronze was used, in addition to weapons, for
various types of objects, such as utensils, seals, ornaments,
statuetts., To mention some examples: cups bearing the names of
Menuas, Argisti, Rusas and Sarduri were found in ome of the rooms
of the Karmir Blur citadel., So were cylinder seals of Assyrian
type, as well as seals of Urartian type. The latter were a com-
bination of cylinder and stamp seals called stampe-cylinder seals.
Ornaments included bracelets, necklaces, belts decorated with a
certain design, such as dotted lines. A statuette of god Tesheba
wearing a garment decorated with small squares, holding a disc~
shaped mace in his right hand and a double axe in ithe left was
also found in the citadel at Karmir Blur.36 8ilver and gold were
used for orpaments of all kindst bracelets, necklaces, ear-rings,

belts arnd the like.

}6R.D.Barnett,‘"nnssian Excavations in Armenia," Irag, vol. XIV
(1952)| PDe 139-1“5-



It ie not possible to say that a pure Urartian art existed.
It was doubtless influenéed by Mesopotamiam or, to be more
specific, by Assyriam art. However, there are certain examples
which do not indicate any Assyrian influence. Such are the
helmets which have a crest along the top but do not have ear-
flaps and are held by a chin-strap., They must have been used
in the ninth-eighth centuries B,.C, for they appear first in the
army of Tiglath-Pileser III worn by Urartians, In the seventh
century B.C., however, these helmeta are replaced by the Assyrian
type with no crest along the top, an example of which is the
helmet of Sarduri found at Karmir Blur.37 The Urartians did
have the Assyriam cylinder seals but in addition, they manu-
factured a combination of stamp and cylinder seals., Shields of
Rusas III with clumsy finish and figures with a simpler and
cruder style indicate re Assyrian 1nfluonco.38 It appears that
particularly by the end of the seventh century B.C, Urartian

art begins to resemble less the Assyrian style of art.

37R.D.Barnett, "Excavations of the British Museum at Toprak
Kale - Addenda," Irag, vel. XVI (1954), pp. 7-8.

3SR.D.Barnett. "The Excavations of the British Museum at Toprak
Kale, Near Van," Irag, vol. XII (1950), pp. 36«39,



In addition to Assyrian objects, others of different origins
have also been discovered at Urartian excavation sites. They
provide evidence for the extent of the relation, economic or
otherwise, between Urartu and the rest of the East. Scaraboids
of Cgyptian type show the connection of Urartu with either Phoe-
nician or Egyptian cirlcea.39 Barrel-chaped beads of golden
carnelian bored with a diamond giving a strictly cylindrical
perforation, in contrast to the beads of Assyrian style charace
terized with a funnel-shaped perforation, suggest the first te

ho

have come from India or Iran. Burnt fragments of textile were

also found and are alleged to be silk in which case the earliest
evidence for the contact betweem China and the west is pravid.d.“n
Interesting are the winged figures, usually with women's heads
and apparently attached in pairs to cauldrons. They were found
in some numbers in Vam and Etruria. PForty Greek initations of

these winged figures were also found in different sites. Aeccore

ding to the opinioem of R.,D.Barnett, they indicate certainm affie

39R.D.Barnett. "Russian Excavations in Armenia® Irag, vel. XIV
(1952). ¢ Pe 1#?-

IFOM. y De 1""5.

“IH.D.Barnett, "The Excavations of the British Museum at Toprak
Kale, Near Van," Irag, vol. XII (1950),p. 25.
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nities to the art of Ph;ygia.ka Finally, objects of Scythian
origin, such as arrowheads, as well as harnesses and a griffin's
head, associated with the Scythian invasion of Urartu, were
also discovered.ka

QIbid. e Pe 39,

~5R.D.Barnett. " Russian Excavations in Armenia ™ Irag, vel. XIV
(1952), p. 147,
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