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Between the Dead Saa and the Gulf of Akaba, lies the region lmewa ing
U 'times as Moult Seir, or Edom, and later e: przpis Petrez, Much of 'thia ve,
\ ‘19 pr&etioally a2 desert. Bub there sre occasienal fer‘hue spots, in the ‘ i

‘gnd the winter rains,o cause engugh herbage te sprivg ag to furnish pasturage
art of tae year. ‘Just enough crops can be raised to supplement the pomad i

iz pilk sed flesi. ‘*H _
' from time immemorizl the dwellers in this territory have led a wanderis
b life, put there exisis omne spot suited by naiure for & fixed acods, the vall
. ) gow called Wady Mousa. This was the site of the city of Petra, the capitel ¢
the oenter of a widely ewtended kingdom, the seal of a higﬁly
The object of this dissertatéen is to tracc ine hise
ar as possible the main featuredsé of its civf

i 'tne wabateans,
developed cimilization.
' ef Peira, and to outline sc f

_ ati@n. ) t, 3
: o i

3 Loug pefore Wady Mousa was the #ite of a city, long before th_;
; reason to believe it was 2 central stroumol&'

" campe there, we have good
t less slse a sanctuary, for the iphabitants of toe whole region. To unde;vﬁl
1story of Petra, it is necessery to get its position clearly in milibi

1™ " Under the cretaceous rocks of the platean of faom, Houo, B 4ol
?{fhiek layer of aszoic snadsione. Wherever the streams which eut {h {
® ireat plateau from Fast to West into deep vellies and sometimes cnﬁ;f
! dd the rocks to a suffieient deptn, this layer of sandstone is
‘»es, overlying porphyry and igneous rocks., At Pstra snd ofper pl

dstone layer is seversl hundred f°at jp thickness; and for & aus ¢r

i i

B md south of toe eily a mass spout & mile in oreadinh bhas besu é :
e ad;sea nt teble-land by grosion, 2nd simost entirely dcpuded of 3‘:&
3 tone. -A terrent fron the plateau, ﬂ.o!ing petween it ané the sands ;. {

as ﬁut i‘h*a way tmwa tite iattar foom east to west forming & elnyoﬂ.

Fﬁanﬁmging walls from 2&?& %o 4@6

h-am ﬂﬁ on mq o mx. u.m of she s.sgbomge ¢
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Botuen the Daad Sea and the Gnli of Ama, lies tﬁa :egiou oW 65
$imes ag !onht Seir, or Edom, anﬂ latef as uaua nm Ilch qtp his r'
is pﬁﬁ:loazl.iy 2 desert. hg‘ﬁiera ere aooanmd ferhﬂe spots, 1in tn&n :
prd the winter raina,dae enqugh nerbage to Sp! te furpish pstnl&&‘
acrt of ‘the year. ‘Just enough orops can be rg;fs plmnt tne noaan f
ilk snﬁ flesb.
fros time immemorial ‘the dwellers im this territery have 1¢d & wenderig
liie, but there existe ons spot suited by nature for a fixed abode, 'tha
ibn called Wady Mousa, This was the site of the cily of Petrs, the oaaitll'
'the @sbateans, the cenmier of a widely ewtended kimgdom, the seat of 2 hi;
| developed cimilizatien. The object of this dissertatéen is to trace tae Ri
W of Petrs, and to outline sc far as possible the main featurcésd ef 1.s‘é

{-_ ation.

l
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Long‘ heforq Wady Mousa was lae gite of & city, long hafore

I came thers, we have good resson to believe it wae a ceniral strauaaol

# s |

| less zleo a sanctuary, for the ‘ishabitants of the whole regiom. To ungtr di
story of Petrs, 1t is neeessary to get its position clearly in miB@S

® Pnder the eretaceous rocks of the platean of fdom, Hoab, y
Yue

" hiek layer of azoic spadsione. Wherever the streams whicn eul ti

'
s

at plateau frou East to West into deep vallies apd sometimes

.

o ﬂ“ the rocks to a sufficient depta, this layer of sandstone i
;f.'* b ovorlying parphgry and igneous rocks, At Feira an‘gi other pl s

datone layer 15 several hundred f'aet in thickness; snd for & nusa'

h uﬁ mutt 01 the ﬁtr a mass about a wile in oreadti has bun é

;djwmt tnlenlani bx cralian, and mm amirsLy danndef .Y ;:ti
; tom -4 tecgdﬂ fm the glateau, glmmlg petween it nnn m&sm 1.,_ ,
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# b as leﬂt Seir, or Meu, and later es Arabia !?Qm “Much a! , hia re
. L2 Moﬂly e desert. m there are occcasienel fertile mtn,. {8 tae
d the winter reins esuas mnq,ngh herbage to sprm&p to furnish pesiur
art of the jear, Just anongh orops can be raised to hpyle-ent the nnm ?
A ilx apd flesh.
'l’»-’ ' From time immemoriazl ‘the dwellers in this territory have led & wande
Lifa, but there exists ome spot saited by nature for a fixed abods, 'th
o/ zow- called Wady Mousa. This was the site of the city of Petra, the cap:bb ;
J o the ;nbateans, the oenter of a widely eMtonded kingdom, the seat of a hz;

ilenlepai ci-ilisatin. The object of this eisurtm is to traec the i

heng’ ba’far.e Wady Mousa was the #ite of a city, long "befor'é =.,.:

. ! " B
' came there, we have good reason 1o believe it was a ceniral strongbold, E

less slse a sanctuary, for the imhabitants of the Whole region. To unﬁ-er ,."‘

story of Petra, it is pscessary to get its position clearly in m

74 " ® Onder 'rtﬁa erétaceous rocks of the platean of Fdoum, ﬂm{m{

hieh layer of azoic spadstone. Wnerever the stresms which eut ‘iﬁrtJ Gk

reat platesu from East to West imio deep vallies apd sometimes

# {dd the rocks to a suffiefent depth, this layer of sandstons tu

lgces, overlying porpayry and igneous rocks., At Pesira and ctaer pl'

V_i!‘atéh'e layer is ieverai hundrod f&et in thickness; an@ for 2 gpum ‘q'."
> .
m ‘scuib af the tity a nsa scout a mile in oreadtn hes hgpn é e
&dﬂmt tﬂl&-l&nﬁ bx emaien, and allm un'tirely aennded cr ;xq

tou.‘l hsrm fm tha platm, nmu betwaen it and tht,sana
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In the aeuter of the mass 13 a trapesoidal space, Iith an erea of say haliqtjat
o
‘wile,’ snd on the other eiﬂe of this valloy the xirsam escapes throagh (ﬂather g

te the Arsbab below. .
‘The two prime regaisites of an sarly dtrongnold were defepsipility and a gead'“

tster supply, 2nd these were combined to a very unusual degres in lbdy Meousa. 14

tne first place, an enemy in atteaking it was forced ioc traverse a waterless ded-
ert for meny miles before geiting an opportunity to sirike a blqi, Then on atriv%ig
the spprosches to tne valley were ditficult to foree, Toe eastégﬁ approsch thEOuép
the gorge now czlled the 8ik, could be pdd oy & bandful of defenders. And while -
‘.kjb': thers were other, end easier,wzys into the city im the nortph-east anc south-west,
;.h they‘;lao could. have been ®esll defended, There zre a0 signs of & well surrcunding

f;s ihe tewn- Strabo saye of the Nebateans," Their cities are without walls for Shey

'ff ; dwell in pescs,-" and thair chief protection has zlways been the friendly desert,

' The water supply of the valley is good. The stream flowe through ibe valley
‘for the greater pari of the year. Besides, there are several springs, and cistern:
¥ were casy to construet. ( Cf. p. 46,) Comperitively late Avac tradition meskes
' @%!ﬁis valley the scene of fhe smiting of the rock oy Moses; the Sik is the clefy
l wade By his rod. Hence the nazwe 'Ain Mousa, yoses' Spring, ( sireting outside tiell
i valeey, cf. map,) and Wady Mousz, oses' Velley. 7
: Naturally emough, then, this spoi has alweys besn & valuable stromghold,

J aaﬂ ia may be sure that from the earliesi times it was en inporteni central gaint i

#hw”ﬁma 1nhah1tants of the whole territory around.
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The earliest inhabitants of this genersl territory of whom we have any ’sraditioif‘

ere the Eorites, spoker of in Ben, 14:6 as dwelling in their Mt. Seir. Mt. Seir 19%‘

f the general name of the range that exiends from the Gulf of Akaba nortgwards tmm ‘
'fthe Bead Bez., If it be true that"Horites" sigmifies " aave-duells;-s " the name 1',; ‘
appropriate for the awellers in such a region, for besides the natural caves in Fh‘;,
rock, it was compar;tively easy to excavate cthers, 2s the iremendous rocx-mttings‘ 1
gt Petra in later times, show. ° {

Avout the Horites prectically nat'ang certain is known. Whether (hsy wers {}aanad-j

ites, or of &n eesrlier stock, it is impossiple to say.

In Dt. 2:12,22, we have the tredition that the Bdomites had dispossessed the Hor-
|

ites at some period before the Exodus. ( 13th ecent B,C.? L -

® Probably however none of the present sxcevations ai Petra werc used es dwelling:.

‘&i’. Robinson, II 141,

b

-4 R* Josephus says,( Ant 417, 4: 4) " The Widianites zssembled their army( to redist

the Israelites,l and-;- an immense number of the Midiapites fell; zuong wwn were

A

e

their five kings, &vi, Zur, Reba, Bur, and Recem; the latier of waom was of ths

~ ‘qm pame with the capitsl eity of all Araria, which is £i11 now sc called by the !

' L _ 1

!ble Arabizn natiom, Arekem, from the name of the king thel puilt iI%; but is oy tac :

o er«ks called Petra." Robinson thisks ( II 521) "this seexs somwm “douptful; for '
|

4 .

the hrgms of Onkelos and Pseudo-Jonathan apply the mame of Ram te Kadesn.™
éﬁﬂl it seems strange that Josephus, ﬂe spesks so intimalely ﬁ“the eifairs of

*: _4%1'&, ghanlll be wrong in saying that i‘he pative name of Fetrpa in Ms day u‘ ;nkeg.a

i

am a! m iis derﬁnuo;xﬁi not be acoepted. It -i@ﬁt be notsd in this cop-
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ge hear nothing further till the tiee of Sagl, shen we touru( 11 Bl.;l‘;t?)

; _tb.t pe fought with the Fdosites. lLater weo have the ;oocunt. { I1 Ssm. B:18) of
; David's vietory over the Fdomites io the valley of Salt, and of his putting a

garrison in Bédds., " ¥or Josb and all Teranl repained there six sonths, until

——Aﬁ_—--——-.._,..,.ﬁpsn_ prm—
iy 3
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be had ocut off avery mals in ®donm.® ( I. K. 11:16,) This was soms ysurs vefore
| 1000 2.C. '
Solomon kept control of the ocountry, sending nis ships to Jphir,for gold ,
starting froz the port of gzion-3eber, on the Sulf of Akaba, He had constant
. trsudble howsver with a certain * Hadad, of the King'e seed, in Edom."(1 K. 11314=1¢
rill about 350 the Edomites scem to have been subject to the Kinge of Judah, |
2ut in the reign of Jeboras, they revolted suseeasfully and pade Kinge of their’
own, " The Jehoram pessed over with hie captains, and all his chariote with himg
. snd he smote the Edomites that covpaszaed hir adbout, and the captains of the %
. ohsriots. 3o sdoe revolted frow under the hand of Judah ustil this isy."TI1Ch 2816
This latter statement does not s=2m to iske acoount of the period under Amazdsh
: when fdom wae reconguered. " Aunnfah alew of kdow in the Vslley of Selt ten
» --thpisand, snd took Sela by war, and called the name of it Jokthesl, unto this
day.” ( IT K. 14:7 ) " 4rd Amaziah took courage, smd 1od forbhk hi: peopléy and
q’at to the Valley of Salt, @nd swote of the Children of Seir ter thnualli,
" other ten thotband did the Children of Judan carry away alive, and Dre.lbt tina
unto the top of the rock( Sela "51& cast them down from the tor of the roci
o ;u that they weee all broken in pieces. Now it ocame to paes that after m;u
, . 2" n- m from the slaughter of the Edomites, that MMM the (nl; gf ﬁh
'1'}"‘5"; ©  Ghildren of Seir, and set them up to be his gods, end bowed am bimeelf b= [
7 ‘&%‘ m uu. and vurped incepse unto thew * ( §1 Ch, aﬁ:ﬂ-“.} : )
ﬁﬁ?&r .f.ﬂ-‘-’..ﬁ._mm King, Uzziah, * ma.nm and mmm gnm Judai®
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period, Resin, King of Syriz, recovered Elath to Syria, afd drove the Jews from !qth
}li 5! and the Bdomites,{ margin,) came to Flath and dwelt there unto this day.( ITK 186: e?a

tne relations of the Israeclites znd the Edomites was never friendly. The story
of Jacob and Esau, from whom the mations traced ipeir lineage, shows now desp-ro

wae the antipathy, conceived of as going cack to the peginning. In vain was it

written ( Dt. 23:7) " Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite, for he is tay brotners) q

Even the prophsis were bitter im their denunciziions of the Edomites. ( Ts.24; Jer.

25:21; 49:7; Ez. 25:13; 25;35; Amos 1:11; Obad. 4. etec. )
}?en the inhabitants of judah were carried away into the pabylonisn captiv-
ity, thelﬁdomitee promptly pushed northwards to occupy their land, ( Opzd,1:12)

CBEN E

They rejoiced at the downfall of their ldtsnemies all }ne 2 s % £ a5 L

e g sénce © 1n1

caance to get 2 more fertile territory, %ougaion ofﬂgegg% 20 ie {g%o !ﬁx%uge 3 ~:

r, namsly the  Abalezns,
Early History of the Mabateans.

Tae origdin of this peeple'is not at all clezr?! Rebaiott is wmentioned({ Gen 25:1°

as the first-born of Ishmael, and the progenitor of 2 tribe. In Is. €0:7 the Nebaioy

‘are mentioned a8 a pastoral people; and as befors, Kedar is mentioned zlse.

S

* Strabo says, " The Jdumeseans(=Edomites) are Nabateans; but bcinf driven out by én

B npfising, they joined themselves to tae Jews.” It msy be thzi the Bdomites moved

‘morth under pressure from the Nabateans, as well as for the purpose of oecupying

southern judea, It does not ssem possible however that the idomites amd the !ﬁi&ttﬁﬂ
. 4 s [ - l.-

were the same people,

~— -
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In the Assyrian regords a tribe of Na-pa-ai-ii are rentioned along with others,
again including the Kid-ra-ail. ( Rassam Cylinder,) Pliny mentions the Nabataei
and the Cedrei together. ( Hist.Nat. v 12 ).

The first impulse iz to connect the names Nevaloth, Na=ba=-ai=ti,and the
Nagateans of classical times. Josephus =ays (Ant. T 12 ) & Of thias wife were torn
to Ishmael twelve sons: Nebaioth, Kedar, Apdeel, Mabsam, Iduwas, Masmaos, Mansaos,
Chodad, Themem, Jetur, Napheéus, and Xadmas. [hese inhabited all the country
froi Fuphrates to the Red Sea, ani called it Nabatene. They are an Aravisn na-
gion, ani name their tripves from these, ookh pecause of their own virtue, and
because of the dignity of Aorabam their fathem, ™ Jerome ( provaply however,
only following Josephus ) saye that Nabatene is derived from Netaioth.

If this identification ie not correct, then we must believe Lhat there were iwo
different trivee, with very similar pnames, both sssociated with Kedar, one men-
tioned only in early times, the other only in late times, The chisf opjection
to accapting this identification ie a philological one, Netaioth is apelled with
a Tau,( ‘1‘~j[}) and the Nabateane in their own inscriptions spell tpeie name .
with Teth (191] ). This change however, while not a cemmon one, is nol impose-
ivle.®

In 1885 Quatremere published his Fesay on the Nabateans, taking the position
that they were an Aramaean people from Mesopotamia. He drew largely on an Arabic
work purporting to te a translation of a very eariy Nabatean took on Agriculture.
The work is now known to be comparitively late, and of little value. Another
point which caused some confusion was the fact that later Arat writers referred
to the SByrians very often as Nabat, Thie is probatly tecauge the Nsbateans wers
on the porder tetween Syria and Arabis, _and had assimilsted s great deal of
® Cooke,p.218. Smith's Bible Dictionary, IIT, p. 2082,




7s
* the Aramaean civilization, The Arab trices sweeping northwerds would consider
that the Natateans were Syrians, and might use thefr name as a general term,
As a matter of fact, thereiis no longer any doutt that the Napateans were
an Arad tribe, I'he nawes on the inscriptions are conclusive on that point, Tt
~4s true that the inscriptionz are sll in Aramaic, Eut it must be remembersd thak
Arabic was not then a literary language. For purposes of intercourse with other ’
nations, for court and officisl purposes, the ysbateans sddpted the Aramaic '
language and characters, This is the view of Noldeke and all modern authorities®
Joeephue, who certainly understocd the difference between Aramasan and Arabian

calls the Kabateans Araocian,

The earlliest reference to the Nucateane ie in the Assyrian records of the
campaigns of Ashurbapipal,( £68-525.) Ashurtanipel, after putting down & repell-
ion of his vrother in Pacylon, attacked the northern Arabian trices which had
Joined in the uprising. One of the Kings fl»d to the territéry of Natnu, the
King of the Nabateans,( or, Nathan.) He was not received, ué& the Assyrian King
gettled matters for s time. Later, while pa was engaged in war in Susa , Natnu
joined the King of Arioi and the Prince of the Kedarenes in & rebellion, Ae soon
as he was able, the King of Assyria led an army into the wilde of Arabia, defeat-
ing his enemies. Rawlineon ( Ancient Monarchies, II 210 ) says that the Nabatean
capital Petra was taken at this time. Lenormant says the same, ( Hist. de 1'Ori-
ent, ITI, 378ff.) There is nothing at sll in the Assyrian records to indioate
that Ashurbanipal went farther south than the fauran. ( Cylinders A, B,Records of

of the Past, Ist series) Further, there is no reason to oelieve that Sels had
* For use of a foreign language in official documents, of. use of Greek in

the Decapolis, and the cuseiform of the Tell-el-Amerna tablets.

‘ 2
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a8 yet been oocupied by the Nmbateans. At any rate, the coslition of Areb chisfs

" «a8 broken, all except Natnu were captured, and he waes forced to pay tridute,

fhe record saye, ( Oylinder B, col.B, lines 45-57,)

' Natnu King of Nacates

thos2 place ies remote

1eard of the power of Assur and Merodach who protect me,

'ho in times psst to the Kinge my fathers

iis envoy 414 not send

nd 413 not seek alliance with their kingdom.

gain to me his envoy for alliance he sent

e sent; and kissed my feet,

o establish agreement and alliance and make suomiesion to me

e suceitted to oy doeinion.

- gledly received nim, and tefore we favors on him cornferred;

axes and trioute for every year I fixed upon him. "

fhis submission of tpe Navateans was oply teeporsry, however, [he great
ssyrian Empire soon went to pieces, and the vaesal states shook off their alle-
iance,

It is parely possicle that Nebuchaérezzar ( B807-562) oubdued the Nacateans
or a short time, but there is no definate record of it. Nebuchadrezzar seems to
ave had the ides of diverting commeroe to the Pabylonian route, and in connec-
fon with his attempts to destroy Iyre, he sust aleo have wished to crush the
ad Sea commerce of the Egyptians and Nabateans.

I can find no authority for Lenorsant's statement that the Nabateans were

- abject to the Persisn Kinge. On the contrary Diodorus Siculus, in spesking 6

2¢ intense love of liberty of the facateans, and of the impossibility of attack-

ag them ip their desert retreats, says:" Therefor neither the Assyrians in

N ™t
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former tiwes , nor the Medes and Persimns; nor even the Macedonfjan Kings were
able to subjugate them; for whosver attnoked them, though with strong forces,
=g:'nevartneleaa unsble to ofing their undertakings to a sucoessful conzlusion,*®
And it seses in every way probaple that except for brief apd werely nominsl

supmisaions, the Nacateans wers sptirely independent,

ke spx above (p5 ) that the Natateane ¢robsbly occupied the territopy of 7
geir, including Sela or Petrs, at some time pelwben 580 and 530 B,C. The next
gotice we have of them is a posaiole reference ir connection with Alexandert®s
elege of 3aza, Fe hear of certain * aArabian marcenaries " who sssisted to de-
fend the oity. WNe knows that Daza wa8 one of Lhe sea-ports Ly which the Nabatean .
comperce found an outlst to the Mediterranean, and the inference fe alt least a,,J
fair one that the Jagites would turn to the Habale&ns for help. ©

2ut our earliset certain knowledge opegins «ith the year 812 B,0,, with the
expeditions of Antigonus, King of Syriu, sgainet Fotra, ¥e aee fndented &0 Dio-
ispas Sicylus for thie account. However, before describing the expedition, ne
remarks Lthat it fe worth while to stop snd give & orief sccount of the Napateans,
and snd it would not be amfse to follow his example and give at thie polint a
suomary of what he says, Apart fros tnie account we have practically ro inforpes
tion shatever scoub tpe Nadatesoe st this periode

pcoording to Diodorus, then, they lived an opep-air life, and were at hore
in thet upsettled wildernese which ne® po epringe or streape where a hestile
arny could get whter. Yhey were a powerful tribe, numbering sowe ten thousand
fighting men, It wae » law amopg them that uo one wight eow crops or plant
fruit-trees, or use wipe, or puild » houss; and oreach of these laws was punish-
o4 with desth.( Fhis may be a little exaggerated, but it probably refleots the
genefal- attitude of the nomads.) The resson for thie #28 that thoy tnought that
people doing these thinge could te easily suodued by stronger enamies, ”

WG Tk ‘ ;
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Sore of them had herde of casels; some,herde of sheep., They wanderad over
the desert to find pasturage.

Ihe Nauatleans were greeminent ameng the Aravs. In addition to their pas-
toral occupations, 3 good msny of them were in the haoit of doing a carrying
trade in awyrrh, incense and valuable spices, which tney obtained froe the ones
¥ho ovrought them up fror Central Apatis,

They were passionately fond of their liverty, and when strong enemies canmc
to attack thex, they withdrew to the desert, which was a better defence for Lhem
than any awount of ramparts, And so they sere not conguered oy the Assyrians,
Medes, Forsians, or even the Macedonian Kinge, [nveding armice alwaye sufferes
for lack of water; for the Natetecens carefully concesled the cisterns which they

themselves hal cut in the eoft rock, marking them In svah & way that only they

“eould Pind them, They satercd thefr flocks only every third day, to prepare them

for the hardehips of a eudden flight scross tpe desert,

Ihe food of the Napatcans at this tiee consisted of eilk and fleen, and
vhatever uncultivated products of the soil were good for food, The pepper crew
in their territory, And a honey enich distilled froe tne trees( i.c. "manna " )
when mixed with water, furnished them witn & kind of drink.

Suck then are the Nacateans when we get out first clear glimuse of thoms
s powerful nomed trice, slready =ngagiog in commerce, dut not much in agricul-

tore, living a free life in the safety of their desert-protected hore.

On sbove desoription of the Nabateans, of. Déod. Sic, XIX, ©4. II, 48,

R T S S - i )
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HTETORY OF THRENAPATEANS? FROM 212 E.C.
\

In the year 312 2.0., Antigonus, the Seleucid King of Syrii, navln% defeate !
ed Ftolemy Lagos, and driven him out of Coele-2yria, turncd agalinat the Nabuteans,
fe put his general Athenacus in cosrani of four thousand infantry, and six hund- ‘
red cavalry, and sent hin to capture Fetra?rlthenaeua tived him arrival so as
to reach the stronghold shile all the men weds two days? jCyrney asay, attending
& great fair, By a night attachk he faine2i possemeion of the valley, seized a
great gquantity of srices end sflver, und sitrires. The Nacateane however had
been notified of his expedition, and arrived in hot hsstffrns Lthe fafir just
after the Syrian army had left the valley, Infuriated vy their locses, the
Nabateane set out in pursuit. The Syrians, exhaueted ty their rxettions of the
previous fays, had marched atout teenty~five riles, snd ned camped, Never drraw;rr

that the Natateans could overtake thes within two or three days, they kept a

very careless watch., 4 few of the captives escaped and gave information atout
this state of affairs to thekt courtrymen-moout oix thbusanc ir number- sho had
Come up by a forced march. After aidnight tney fell suddenly on the unsuspecting
army of Bthenasus, and cut thew to pleces bofore they hai u chance to resist.
According to the sccount, only fifty horsemen, and thosw mostly wounded, racaped
the slaughter,
kaving thue teken vengeance on their enemice, thc Nabateans gathered the
spoil, including their own goods again, and returned Lo Petrs. Then they wrote
& lelter to Antogonus~ in Aramaic,( cf, above,p. 7 )= charging Athenaeus with an
unprovoked attack.
g Antigonue wrote repudiating the action of Athenacue, and tried to reassure
'g the Neveteane, hoping to catch thes unawares again, They were naturelly suspi-

Cious, and kept guards posted on their frontiers, holding themselves in readi- :
B i hreenn, i 7 ol R 5y~ ,,,,,:r;a,.tm |
et g L2 4 teargm o U direi(Biom Jyon AT G :
lox fRPin. - !
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nese for flight to tha desert,

After eope time Antigonus thought that the suspiclons of the " Earvarisne®
wepe sufficiently quieted, and he sept pie son Dewetriue with e jicked foroce of
four thousapd men, carrying rations for 2 forced garch ecross the desert, e
gave him strict orders to avenge the previous defeat,

This tize however the Mabatean outposts discoverced Lhe approach of the
* Apesks " apd py veans of signal fires, quickly warned the capitzl, Ihe inhab-
ftants at once put their most valuesble possessione in the citadel under a strong
gusrd, and then ecattered with their flocks to different parts of the desert,

Demetrius, finding that hie surpriss was a failure, tried to storm the
stronghold, but without success. " For it was on a rock, with no spprosch except
one made by hsni. " The Natatears fipally offcrec hie gifts apd hostages, and
nith this barren victory he hal to contene nimeelf.

gevera] of the stsap hills in Petras aight nave served for this stronghold
sentioned by Diodorus. The hill of tne 3reat High Flace( tne * Cveliekenverp”
on Prunnow's map,) or the Acrogolie, so-called, votn have ruins on them of for-
tiffoations, though of a much later date. fither of these w~ould bave ceen in-

possible to take py direct assault,

Thie account of the tewo expeditions of Antigonus may geem disproportionate-
ly long,but the detaile are intersstinyg ae givipg sowe idee of the times, And
peeides material on the history of the Nebatears is £o ecanty apybows that one

is glad to run scross a full acoount of any part of itc, -

After these oxpeditions, we hear nothing further antil the time of the
Meocabees. e may infer with certainty, however, that the Navaleans grew in
culture, and became more settled. They sust have begun to build houses very

shortly; unless, indeed, Diodorus exaggerates, and they had stakted evee earlier.
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13.
Chronology of the Nabatean Kings.
Jur sourzes for the chronology of Nacatean history are:
&) Josephus, I
o) Doine and inscriptions.

‘ ¢) 3pcattered references in the claszical sriters. i

Inere are some consideracle pcriods during which we have no dete at all for
sonatructing a chronology. In several cases we cannot deterwine certainly to
which of eeveral Kings o! the same name an inscription or a coin belonss, For
convenisnce the following list of the Kinge,with their dates so far ae known,
is given at this point. ( Cooke, p. 218. BSchurer, ® Jewish Peorle-* I=t,2,5345.)

AREIAS I, reigning in 162 E.C.

k ¥alchus i ) °

Erotimus refgning 110-100 2.C,

v ABEIAS 11, - in 86 E.C.
5 DZEDAS 1 . in 90 B.C.
( Ratel 1) *

ARETAS IIl, ciro. B85-80 B.C.
VALCHOS T, (11) cire. 50-28 E.C.

- JBEDAS 1I, oiro. 23-3 E.C,
ARFTAS IV, 9 E.C.- 40 A.D, f
ABIAS. |
MALOHOS IT, ( 111} circ. 48-71 A.D,
Rabel T (i) cire. 71~ 108 (?) A D.

- -

* gxistence posefole, but doubtful. Schurer, op. cit. 351, note.

™

* There was another Rabel pefore the last king sometive, ( Cooke,p. 230) But 1t

s not probable that he sas just before Aretas ITI. )
Some would place an Aretas ( i1 ) after Aretas I. But Jgkﬁihi is guite sure. { ‘
‘ !
|
.t
' 4
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The outline of the history ag we now take it up is derived almost entirely
from Josephus, and is necessarily uneastisfactory in meny rcepecte, fc get infor-
sation only when the Fatsteans cont into contact with the Jews or the Syrians,

Ko history aritten from the inside existe.

In 168 B.C,, Jason, the Hich Priest of tha Jews wae refused refuge by a
certain Aretas, ruler of the Nabatesna, From the title given him, ) WO
might poseibly infer that the rulers of the Nsbatesns hed rot yet sesymed the
title of King, and that this Aretas I the founder of the dypasty, The pawe Are-

several "
tas was taken by,subseguent Kings. It is inter2ating to note that at this :
_tlla the Nabatean territory extended north as far as Pashan, vordering tne ter-
ritory of the Jews acrose the Jordan, For we find ( I Mapco,V:25,10:35 ) that
Judas Vagcavaeus " passed over the river Jordar, And when they had gone three
days journey, they met with the Navateans, who cave to meet thes peaceaply, and
told them how the affairs of thede in the land of "ileed stood. " (Joe. Ant.12:8)
fhis was 1§ 184. Jonathan aleo, ( 18D 2.C. ) " sent his crother to the Mabatean Ara
Araps.--For they were the Jews' friends.”

Put this friendly attitude 414 not long continue. By the end of tie second
century 2.0. the Napatean Kingdom was rfsing to a poeition of commarding influ-
ence., The Ptolemies and the Scleucidae were pecowing weaker and weaker, und the
Nabateane guickly took edvantage of the opportunity to extend their own vorders
and to build up their power at the cxpense of Rgypt ard Syria. Jerese guotes
Trogus Posmpeive as follows, speaking of the persod frow 11D to 190 E.C, "Ffaypt
and Syris, with resources exhausted by their conetant fighting, case to be de-
spiecd by their weighvors, and were the prey of en Asabian tribo, forserly un-
warlike; whose King, Frotimus, dividing his army, used to attack §gypt apd Syr-

fa in turn, and he sade a great mame for himself. * ‘
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For the following century and & half the Keoatesn Kingdom was an important
factor in Eastern polftics. The alllance of the King of Petra was eagerly fought;
frequent collieions took place vetwseen the Napa feane- or Arabs as Josephus often
calle thes- and Lhe sﬁﬁ%ﬁfgni'}hg"%ﬂ?'aR?’mer the Romanel

In the year PR the Cezites were veing peeaiged by Alexapder lannacus, the
King of Judea, " Arstas (IT ) King of the Aravlans, 8 person then very illus=-
trious, encouraged them to go on with alacrity; and promised them that ne would
cosz to their assistance, " The city fell, howaver, nefors his promised nelp
gage., This 18 the only itee we haec for the reign of Aretae I1.

At tbis period- tha poginning of the first century R,0.- the 3elsuoid
Kingiom wae faet approaching an eni. The Aaronean Kingdom, too, in Palestine,
though apparently holding its own, and even cxtenfing 1t3 tordera, hai fatal
slements of weaknese in the internal discords cetween the various parties, #ith
the Jese the Nabatean King Dtodams [, the successor of Aratae 11, came in confligf.

This wae while Alexspder Jannaeys was King of Falostinc. his reign (104-78)
wag & stormy one. He extended his rule with coneiderable success, winning among
other cities, twelve cities from the Nabeteans, of which waieva and Zoar were
the wost imzportant.®  EBut about 80 E.C. he joined battle with Obodas, " and
fall into an ambush, in pleces that were rugged ani difficult to ce travelled
over. Thus he was thrown d0wn into a deep valley by the sultitude of camels, at
Cadara. * *

Shortly vefore the year 55 Aretas [II tecemc King of Petra, and he econ
had an opportunity to show hie ability. The Beleucid Kingdow of Syriw was et
that time tora by the struggles of the five sons of Antiochus Grypos against
the sons of Antioshue Cyzicenoe,

-

°® Jos. Ant, XIV, 1. * Ant. XIII, 13.
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Antiochus XI¥, one of the sons of Antlochus Grypos, got into hoatilities
with the Nacateans. He fought also against Aloxander Jannasus. lavinpg defeated
the latter, he marched againet the Aratimns. * The Aravimn King at first re-
treated, but alterwarde agpeared suddenly with ten thousand horsemen, Antiochus
gave thew battle, and fought desperstely, but when he had gainea tre victory
and wae tringing sore luillinrics to that parl of the army that was {n dietress,
he was slain. ¥hen Antiochue wae fallen, hie ersy fled to the viliage Uana, where
the greater part of thes jperisted by fewine. After hiaw, Aratas reigned over
Coele-3yria, teing called to the government by those sho held Damasous.”®

This victory left the Nabatesrs the only real rivals of tre Jews, for [ig-
ranes, King of Armenia, soon took the rest of Syria ( B,C, R3,) and held it
till B3,

From Camascua, Aretas sade an expedition into Judea, an: defeated Al andor
near Abfida. " Yot did he upon certain sondttions retire out of Jodea, ™ *

Pamascus oannot have remained for long in tpe nande of dretas, for in tha
year ?O we have a coin struck bty the cfty as autonorous; about thet time also {t
was pocupied by the Jewish Jueen Alexandrs.™

fe have a coin however, struck in Damascus, bearing the insoription of
BASILEUS AREIDOU PHILELLENOS. Tt is interesting to note the title that Arttas
takes, and to note the inference to be drawn from (t ae to the Hellepetic influ-
epoe on the Nabateaps,- sn influence that even before this can ve traced cliear-
ly 1n the architeoture and 2ven in the raligion of Potra jtself,

It was in the long reign of Aretas JIT that tho Nebateans first came into
collision with the Romans. The latter under lucullue had defeatsad Tigrames, (89)
and were then in a poaftion to intarfers in the struggle of Hyrcanus and Aretas
againet Aristooulus, which arose as follows,

* Ant. XIIT, 15. * Ant. XTI, 15.
* Ant. XITI, 16. This dsproves the view that Petrg p N
e14
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After the death of Alexander Jannaeus in 78, his widow Alexundre bocame
the nominal ruler, though the Phariscee had the real power, On her death in B9,
civil war orok? out vetween Hyrcsunus, ner eldest eon, and Aristobulus, the second
son, Aristobulus dcfeatsi his brother near Joricho, and peace was made on the
agreesent that Aristculus wae to have Lpe Lahrone.

It is at thia point in the history that the Tdumean family, which later
andar the doroda rul(hithe counrty, cawe into prominence in Jewish uffaire,

A certain Antipater ( or Antipas ) was, accoriing to Josephue, made Sovernor of
[duwea by Alexander, fhile ernor, he hszd eade friende with the iraciane, the
Gazites, and the Askelonitee. The sor of Antipater, also nam21 Antipaler, wae n
ffiend of Hyrcapue, 2nd a friend also of Areiss. " hie was very rich, and by hie
nature an active and seditious man, and he wae st enmity with Arietcoulus.” °
Antipater saw clearly that kb himeelf could play & far sore feportsat part in
affairs with the weak Hyrcanus on the throne, tnsn whep Aristovulus wae rullng.
He therefore peetirred higpself to get fyroenue tack in power, This wae not &0
easy Hyroanus was of an easy-going disposition, and was guitle contented not to
meidle in politice again. After some difficulty, Antipeter persuaded him that
hie 1ife wae in danger, and eo he induced hir to fly to Fatrz, to Aretas, the
friend of Antipater's [amily.

Antipater then brought every influence to cear on Arotas to induce him to
support the elder orother in s contest with tho younger, grging him inceasantly,
and éffering bim presente, Fipally, when Hyrcanus promised to restore the twelve
sities which his father Alexsnder hsd taken frow ths Napsteans, Aretas consenteid,

#ith sn srmy of [ifty thousand horse and foot, ne marched agained Aristo-
bulus and defested hiw. Vany of the Jews now flocked to the side of Hyroanys,

;.s Aristobolus fled to Jerassles, Ihe cosbined foroes of Hyrcanus and Arctlas

- .‘.‘ﬁ.--“--ﬂ-----— -

* Ant. “'. 7.
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besieged Aristobulue closely in the temple,

The story is told of & certain Cnias,' whose prayer for rain God had anseer-
ed in a certain drought. Becauvse he refused to curse Aristotulue, he was stoned
by the besiegers. And agsin, the Prieats shut up ~ithk Aristobulue in the temple,
needed animale for the defly sscrifice. After negotiatione with those outside,
they made & bargain with them, and let down an extortionate sump of money from
the sall to purchase the anjmale for the secrifice. Put thoss ourside troke faith,
and were bhus guilty of a doutle crime, ireachery and impiety, For this, snd for
the nurder of Oniams, God eent & territle storm that teetroyed ihe crops, and eent
food up to famine prices outside,

In the meantime, Pompey- bumy with his wars ic Arsenin- seut bhie licutenant
Scaurus to Damascus, Finding that it had veen already taker by lolliur and Ve-
tellus, Scaurus went on into Judea. Foth Hyrcanus and hristygoulus ut once appesl-
ed to him for support, both sides offering arguments, and-what wee more to the

Foint- presents. Scaures decided that more eas (o te gained frow helplng Arista-

tulus, ™ ¥or {t was not the same to tuke a city tnat wae very strong and powers

ful as it was to eject out of tphe country some fugitives, with a greator nuaber
of Nabateans, who were no very warlike people.” ° Accepting Aristoculus orive,
he raised the siege, ordering Arstae to depart on pain of peing declared an en-
exy of the Romans. Aretas 4i3 not dare to disregard Scaurus' order, and retired,
Ihe support of the Romans gave now gtrength to Aristooulus' sause, ani he was
avle to gather an army, with which he defeated the retreating forces of Aretas
pear o plece called Fapyron, with & loss of over six thousand, *

In the year 83 Pompey himself cape to Damssous. By the rignt of mignt, he

---‘----------‘--'---h-

* Ant. '['. 2. " '!r., I, 8.
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wade himself the judge of ull gicputes, and Hyresnus and Aristobulus, among the
rest, cage to pleai vrfore him. Fach urged hies reasons for teing recognized oy
the Romans as the rightful King of Falostine. Aristobulue eeinforeed hie argu-
ments oy a wondarfully wrought gold vine, wortn five hundprad talents, Pompes
promised to arrange the matter &fter he had earried out hia plan of suvduing the
Nabateans. O##ering the two cluimsals Lo rewain gquiet for the time, he led an
arey “agajunst Aretae,

The Nabateans were maves fros an femcoiate attack by the hostjle action of
Aristotulus. Pompay turned aside, veeieged Jeruszlew, and caplered it, ( B.C.82)
Thue ended Jewish indepenionce.

Fompey placai Scaurus ovar the whole country " as far aa tne piver Fuphra=-
tes and Rgypt®, He then returped to Rome. Ihough he afterwards boaated of the
euojugation of Aretas, thare fa no relfaple evidence that he sctually accopplish-
ed anything ageainst tho Natatcana.

Seaurus {ndeed led an expedition mgainst Fetra shortly after the fall of
Jerusalem., He burned s ruster of Lowns in Naoatean territory, but found great
fifficulty in raintaining hie arsy owéng to tpe lack of water and ecupplics, At
laet, through the mediation of Antipater, a pesce was srranpod by the terss of
¥hich Aratas paid Scaurus three hundred talente to withdraw, The latter was glad
enough to save his face in this esanper, Agaln Fetra was savad uy Lye protecting
desart around it, It is fnteresting to note a coin struck in honor of this
expadition, On it Aretse {is represented ae knceling, holding tne bridle of a
camel in one hand, and extending & branch with the other. The coin bears the in-
scrigtion, REX ARETAB W, SCAUR. AED. CUR., EX 8.C.

Ihe succeeding Bomwan legates in Syria were constantly at war with the Ara-

bians. * In 55 B.0. Gavinius vede ap elp!gition against the Nebateans, defeat-
® Appisn, Syr. 51,
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ad them in oattle. It is not certain who was King of Petra at the time, X
In the moanwhile affafrs in Judea were gotting sore and more confused. The

jefeat of Crassus by the Parbhians weakened Howsn prestige for a while, Then

followed the period of the oi¥il wars peteeen Caesar and Pompey, anl the Homans

had 1ittle time to spare for sttacking the Navatesns, The Nabateans tried to keep

! the favor of the wminning side, ® Wor 2fter Fompey wae desd, Antipater changed
\ sides, and cultivatea a friendship witph Usesar, Ard 2ince Vithredagee of Pergamus
‘ #ith the forces he led agdipst Rgypt was rxoluied from the avenues sbout Felue-
| jum, and was forced Lo stsy at Ascslon, us persyaded the Arabiene, among whoe
' he hai lived, to zssist hie, and came hinself to him at the heai of tprees thoki-
sand arm2d seg, " °

In the year 47 we find Malchus 1, Ring of Petra, callea on by Julius Caesar tc
to send cavalry Lo Cacsar for Lho Alexanirian war, but he di{41 ndt arrive in Lime
| to be of marvice.

after Cacsar's death, Syria was upder the influence of Oasaius till 42, ther
of vark Anthony, 41-20.
| This p2riod sas the rise to power of Antipater, He join®d the Hovan cmuse,
ras glveﬁ office oy Julive Caesar, and eoon was the resl ruler lp thre land, |ils
son-Herod soon showed his ability ae s raler in Calilee, fntirater was rurdered?
‘ In the year 40 Antigonus, the gon of the degosed £ing Aristobulus, secured

the help of the Farthians, and gained the throne, Herod, who had teecn the vir-

tusl ruler of the country, fled for hie life, intending to take fefure in Petra.

| He counted on the olf-time fricndship thet had exicted petween nis family and

ﬂ the Nacetean Kings. Melchus, thougn deeply indoptef to dorgd and his [ather pe-

fore him for losns of money and other favore, took the advice of his leading wen,
and refused to receive Herod. Herod them went to Egypt, and thence to Rome,

- — -
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Valchus reponted of his refusal alpost imvediately, and sent messengers to
recall Herod, pbut they d4id not overtake him, ° Herod at Howe sccured a cecree
of the Senate making him King , and after three years' fighting, he secured the
throne egain, with the help of Roman troops. ( E.C. 38)

Ventidius, on defeating the Partniaps, exacted a tricute froe Valchus for
having alied thex. *

Among the gifte of territory that Mark Anthony made te Cleopatrs #ae & part
of the territory of the Napateana, Josephus eays ( WNars I, 22:3 ) that Cleopatra
was responsitle for the death of Malonus, but this canncot be cerrect, ( Schurer,
H,J.P., 2: 835 ) 1n B.C., 232 valenue sent auxiliary troops to Anthony for the
Actean war,

valchueg soon fot in trouele with Herod ani Cleopatra, He was very remiss
in paying his tribute for the part of hie territofy that had tecn plver to Jlece-
patra, Herod wae reeponaible for eesing that this tribute was pald, He therefore
jotned Cleopatra in appealing to Anthony. The latter commapded Ferod to purieh
¥Malohus, Cloopatra caeed little which of the two wae the victor, countiang on
receiving the territory of the loser in any case, Herod defeated the Arabians
at Ciospolis., Put later at Cana, in Coele-BSyria, nhe was polrayed vy Atheonlo, whe
was in cosmand of the forces that Cleopatra had sent to help him, and suffered a
bad defeat., For a time he had to content himself with making raids into the
territory of Walchus, avoiiing another battle., In the year 31 the land was devas-
tated by a terrible sarthquake. Exsggerated reports of the amount of damage thatl
had been done reached the Nabatoans, and they hastened to take advantage of
their enceies' dfetrese, With = parbarcus disregadd for the lawe of warfare, Lhéy

they killed the Jewish astassadors who hai come to arrange tersze of peace, and in

® Ant. XIV, 14, * Dion Caesfue XI, wii,41. = Plut. , Ant, 61.
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invaded Herod's territory in force,

At first the Jews were too discoureged to reeiet, Cul Herod by extraordip-
ary efforts raised an srmy, and by harrangaing them aed offering sacrifices, he
ancouraged ther to attack their eneaies, They croseed the Jordan, an? defested
the Nabateans with heavy lose. Josephus says, ( #ars, I?u) " Herod punished
Aracia so severely dndtso far extinguiehed the spirit of the sen, that h2 nas
chosen by the nation for their ruler, * This does not mean that Yaichue was
deposed, but that he ocecame a vaceal, protatly with the loss of a good ieal of
bis territory. The luet that we hear of Malchus is in connection with 2 plot to
restors the aged Hyrcanue to the throne, Yalepue provised his aseisténce. fut ph-
Herod discovered the plot, and gladly took the excuse it §ffered for oxecuting
flyrcanue, *

The succeasar of M¥alcnus was Jvodas [I. ( c. 28 2.C.~- #E.C,) At this geriof
Petra wae guite a proeperous city, on terme of ocutward friendlinesa with the Romer
ans. Indeed, Petra, depending for its weailn on its extepsive counerce, could
nst afford to antagonize the masters of the Vediterraneep,

Ooodas was & weak ruler,"he cared little for tne affairs of stale, und
least of all for warlike affafirs,” says Stravo. ( Geoz. XIV,) He adds, " ghich
is a common fault of the Arsoian Kings.” " An fnactive apd slotnful wan In his
nature,” fe Josephue deeoription. ke resigred peactically all nhis powor inta the
pande of a certain Syllaeus, an able bat unscrupuloue van, $oung and handsonme,

In the year 25 E,C. Augustus ordered en evoeditior against the Arabs of the
South, having hesard rumore of their great wealth. [he Homans counted of the

support of the Nabsteane, and Syllseus joined them at the pead of a thousand men.
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Strabo tells how Syllacus' treachery orought the expedition to notning;
for he led thee around in the desert vy devious roade, =nd conducted thee cack
to th® sea-coast only after a large part of the Roman solifers had perished fn
the desert from disease and tniret and exhauetion, Straco sakes this treachery on
one of the causes for Syllacua' exacution = numter of years latep,

[owards Lh2 end of DJoodss' reign, 3yllacus, happoning to te at Herod's
court, set Herod's ajster Salome, and fell in love with her, Herod was willing
that they shoild pe merried, as Syllacus was the virtual ruler of Fetra, o
demanded however that ne shoula accept the Jresish religlon, Syllacus refused,
enying that h2 would be stoned ty the Araps {f he should 4o such a thing, The
warriage was vroken off, apd Syllaeus returned to Fetra., Dtodee, if not sctumily
deposed, was a aere figurehemd. Some coins are preserved that may have peep
struck oy Syllaeus. FHe soon had an opportunity tc reverge hiscelf on Heped, &
nuwner of robvers ani revolutionary leaders fled froe ferod's province of [ru-
chonltla; and were protected oy fyllaeus, From o eafe bmee [ his territory,
they saie raids into Herod's dominions, doing a good deal of damsge. herod sp-
vealed in vain to the Rowan legafes, He made s final demend that Syllecus should
hand over bhe robters, and should repmy sixty talents that ne had vorrceed from
Herod in the name of Obohls. Promising to do thie, Syllacue went instoal to Rome.
Herod, with the consent of the local Roman authorities, took tne matter into nis
own hands, and punisned the robvers with his own troops, killing a few of thes,

Syllseus at Rome had already made himself agresanle to Carsar Augustus,
and siezing on the nows that iorod had Invaded his territory, he toli the Zaper-
or & wildly exaggerated story of the affair, Augustue in anger sent s sharp re-
buke to Herod, and rafused to liaten to hie aide of the matter, The Nabatesans

-were naturally elated at this turn of affaire, and ceocase wore insolent in toeir
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rajde into Herod's torritory.

Yopias meanwhile died. A certain Asnead, in the sveepce of Syllaeue, took
bhe throne, chenging hig oen name to Arstas{ TV). Tnis seems to havs besp a dy-
nastic name. Syllagus at once tried tu pereuade Cecsar to depoae Arctas in bis
favor. The kmporor was at Pirat angry with Aretas for baving dared to take the
throne without waiting for hie sanclico. arctas zulckly mept a letter to Rowme,
sni presents. fe asoused 3yllaeus of having bhad Neodas polsoned, and ssscried thet
that he was gullty of aumerous other crises. Augustus refueed to peceive Arotasn!
arcasaadors,

vesntine Herod felt Reenly tpe roaition in which hie treacherous 2nomy had
placed him, The loss of Augustusd favor was a serious matter. Accordipcly he
gent Nicnolas of Darascus to Rome to plead his cause, Hicholas wag aple to prove
to the Fmperor that Herod was not to blame in trs wnole matter, nn? ~hownd alsc
thet 3yllacus was really guilty of a numter of arinea, Syllasus was forced to
pay Harod what he owed him, and then was execulcd.

King Aretes was finally allowed tc keep ths throne, thouph Caecsar hed =t
firat intended to give his territory to Heroo.

After Bercd's death in 2,C. 4-3, affalrs {n Judes weee in confusion, unt
Roman trosps were meeded to restore ordier, " Aretas, out of nie hatred to Herod,
ani in order to purchase the favor of the Rorens, sept them ro emall assistancel®
The Arapiane were so fierce however in the pillage cf the territory of the Jexs
that Varue had to send them noms.

Although Aretas reigned many years, and very peaspecously, ®c nave no fur-

ther pecord of his affaire till late in his 1i{fe. Herod Antipas, Lhe tetrarch of

- - -

* ant. XV11, 1n, #ars, 11, 5.
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3aliles, zarried a daughter of Aretas', but later wantea to divorece nher in or-
der to marry ferodiams, his vrother Philip's wife, On learning of this, Aretas]'
daughtar fled to her fathex's capital, and Aretas- who had a further guarrel

with Heroi avout some bPoundaries- {ssediately declared war on Herod, Ihe Nabalears
King won a decisive victory, partly througnt Lhe treachery of some of Horod's
troops., [his was in 38 A L.

The Emperor Tieerijue ordered Vitellive, the Roman legate in Syria, to run-
fgh Aratas for this war, for it was @ settled policy of the Eapire to ellow no
warfare between dgpendent Kings.

Vitellius »ith two legions had atarsed for Poira when the nowe of Tiverius!
dsath reached him. He at once geve up the expedition.

It wae shortly after this time that Faul's flight fror Pewasccus took place,
fe have the interceting statement thaf [amascus was al thest timz ¢overned oy &n
ethnarch of King Aretae. ( I1 Cor, 11,32, ) This ia the only raference w2 have
thet ahﬁns that [azascue was then included in the hatatean sorinions, tut the
fact §¢ indirectly confirmed oy the avsence of coing of Dawascus in the reigne
of Caligule and Claudfus, Tt fe ocut of the questhon that the Mapatesns had
captured the city froa the Romans; cut it is entirely rrovacle that Calizuaml
gave over the city in order to conciliste Arstas. #e have Darascene coins of
Tiberius dated 33-84, and later coins of Nero dated 82-83. It wag inp this inter-

val, or part of it] that Aretas held the city.

The reign of Arstas TV must bave been a prosperoud one. Hie dominions were
widdly wxtended, as we know from ineeriptions found st el-Hegr in the south,
and the Hauran in the nortn. The =ide reach of the coswerce of Petru is shown
by the two Napatewn inscriptions thet bave gedn found in Puteoli, the [talian

sea-port, sentioning the name of Aretas(IV). fis title fs always given @s "Lov-

! iiigeil
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er of hie people,”® ( ). His feeling of national pride i= in contrast
to the earlier Aretss sho stylei higaelf ™ Philellen.®

The successor of Aretas TV was Asfas, mentioned by Joeephus =g King of the
Aratians in the time of Claudius, He sade war on Izates of Adfabene, across the
Yuphratee, supporting a facticn that sznted to overtbrow lzates becausc he had
becoge & convert Lo Judaism, Aclas was defeoatad, and sosri{tted asuiczide in order
to a'foii capture. Thie was aboot 42 A.D, ® 7t {= rather resarkatle that such a
distapt carpaign should have benn umdertaken, cut it shows the wide extent of
Napatean actieity.

¥alchae 11, ( 2.42-71) ie rantloned only in connection with the Jewish war,
kl having conttibuted auxiliary troops to Vespaaian, A.D.87, During nia raign

.Dnnasaus #3s again taken over Dy the Rosans.

The last independent King of Petra was naxed Ratel, Of his long relgn ee
have nb inforzation except what w2 can plean from coirs and inssriptions, Zome
5§ the coins bear his mother's nuwe ad well as his Own, B0 ne wust havs teen 2
wbnor at the time of his accession. fie is mentioned in an inscription at DYrer,
past of Cazascus on the road to Palmyra, showing that pis rule ecxtended that far,
at leaet,

§s hear of no other King ruling after his, In 108 Corpeliue fulic corvert-
ed the Navatean Klngdos into a ragular Kowan prévince, kecging practically the
old poundaries. 'It was porhaps a uistake in policy o have deprived the Naba-
teans of their independence, for they were s valustle defense againet the wild
desert nosadis that have always oeen surging towarde the sore gecttled districte
of Syris and Palestine. In the fourth century the province was digided intc

Arspia, with Bostrs as oupital, end Palaestine Tertis, with Fetra as ocapital,
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aneiatianity in Fetra,

Christianity was spparently {ntroduced into Fotra at an parly dnte, W¥e
racorde, in council reporte and in Fusebfos and Jefonefof variops Blehope of
Petra who attendes coubolis in the early christian centories. foveral of the
teoples show signe 5f having been later converted {nto churches, Further, BOLE
of the ruined puijdipgs in the valley seen Lo have Deen shpaches, Ope or t¥o
graves at the foot of the P11l of the Great High place are warke@ with crowses,
( poseiply asting, however, frog thne crusaiea,) 1t seews & littlie strange that
sp few of the tomos BhLOW elgne of having ceen i{stirctly Christian, Fe may
gerhap® Ruppose thal the decline of the city set in pefore Christiapity gafpes
a compleie viclory. sutthersore, the torbe were pxpenskve, mnd the esarly Christ-
{ene were for the mogt part poor,

Fr. Legrange sentions 4 perpitsge cut in & s11ff pbove the eoad leading
to the Deir. fvidently eome chrietiens lingered in the valisy tor conturlcs,
for the walls have inscrigtions in Arsbic asking for prayoere fam a sinner, On
a seeningly insoceasible rock above remain the latters TC XK KK, Jesue Ohrist
is Congueror, * The akristians are no more, bat pafore yielding thay threw upon
the raok a ory of triusph. Tt is there on the sliff, nigh enough 20 that no one

has attewpted to eoffmce it, and {t awaits the future!”

e v (e, 110, -
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Hietory of Petra, after 106.

For a time et least the prosperity of Pétra seecws to have incressed rather
than declined under the direct Howun rule Bome of the moet wagnificent tombs and
gesples date from Lhis period. The oity seesr to have been pretty tnoroughly
Rosanized, ;

fvidently the Kmporor Hadrian pestowed sowe favors on the city, for we have !
oofns 2alling the oity by his rame, FPetra was eade first a eetropolis, and lntexf
given the rank of a colony.

A part of the city's correrce sae dfverted to the soathsrn trade rdlite
through Fgypt. And the rise of the ¢rest cormercial oity of Palwyra to the north

w33 aleo detrimental to FPetra's promperity,

Donaszewski ° belisves that the epd of the city came not sc wmuch through &
gradual deeline, me through scwe esudden eatastropbe, [here are no remaine of
a period later tnan the moot magnificent, fith Alexapder Severue the colnage
ceases, " Just at that ties the riee of the new Perelan “ingdor tobk place, apd
s dostructive ineasion of the Sassanides against Fetrs, 2 the prelisipary of
Alexander Soverus' Persian war, doecs not lie cuteide the range of political
possipility, " °

¥e have, hosever, references to Pishops as latc @s 554, and though the
place say well have suifered some crusning olows earlier, it probably continued
to exist, gradually losing in etremgth and {mportance, until some unrecorded
Arab invasion swept away Lhe last vestiges of Lhe Nabatean oivuiouuon. It must
heve ceased Lo be of any fsportance whateoever by the time of the Mohammedan in-
veslon in the seventh century, for the Arso historians of the conguest do not
even sention it. _
°* Die Provinoin Aratia, b, vol, 1.
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The site of Petra was known to the Crusaders, out only as ® Vallie Voyei™,
Baldwin § visited it n 1100, but stayed only o few days. Aboul 1935 Kerak, east
of the Deed Jen, wae bujlt, The pame Petra wne aleo applied to it, Thie cornfusion
of the resl.lnﬂ the euppoeed egitee of Fetra continued more or leses down tc the
present cenrury, wshen the ruins of Wady Wousa were rediscovered by Furckherdt in
18182,

There ie every reapon to telfeve that wWady Youra wae held for a tiee by the
Crusadere, Ne know of a castle called Vellis Vouse which was takep by the Sarae-
cens o, 1144, anf retaken by the Crusaders, Inere are in Petra the ronaing of
teo late fortresses, one on the Acropolis Hill, and another near the 3reat Figh
Place, ® Tt seews Llikely that one of these, prasumably the larger ore on the
Hill of the Creat Hig¢h Place, was the one referred to.

1 find that this fdentiffcation has also been se¢gested oy Ffr. Hushes Vincent
(Rev. Pib.,Jul,1898), He guotee the further detafl that in 1158 a parly of Vos-

les asoldfers cesieged a place called el-Qus’iret foFf Bight Saye, Lol siticut
I

sucoras. Vincent wool? mlze Yoeets cl-Oun'irah In the vuliey of Petra, but the
site has since been identified about an hour away, Cruseding occupation of the
district fe confirmed by this incident, however,

The date of the loes of ®ady Wouea ty the Crusadpre is not knosn exactly, but
bat {t sust have been before 1182,

A pilgrie to the Sinai Peninsula fn the time of the Jrusedes wentions the
strange rock excavations in the valley, tut has no knowledge of their real iden-
tity. From that time on we hear apsolutely nothing,

- -

* Of. Rooinson, IT, 185, fotinson 3i3 not know of the oastles found in Petra, and
and so oelieved "Vallis Woyel™ wae & osstie he noticed outside,
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Since 1812 the site of Petra has peen visited by nuverous travellers, at
first sith congideraple difficulty, Ihe rescent cospletion of s large part of
the railroad south from Damasous to Mecoa has made the trip much casisr, as it

is now possiole toD!oEtélln'nn, a day's ride caat of Kady Mousa, #f FELL.

Extent of the Napatean ¥ingdom,

The side extent of tho Nacatean rule nas already ceen mentioned, It ie Inter-
ssting to note how mapy of the sonflicts oetacon the Nataleans and the Syrisne,
apd petween the Napaleans and the Jows, took ylace in the nortn. And iv tpinking
of Petra as the capital we should not loas sight of ine fact that there were somo
vary isportant cities in the north algo that telonged to the Navateane, Chief of
these was Boetra, in Hauran. The Natateans mwade it a ereal tfaaing center. It was
an older city than fatra, Under the Fomane 4t reached & high jegreao of prosgerity,
as the spleniid ruins show,

fhe port of Eklath, apd tzion-gever also, was {n Nabatsan territory, tut the
ireat sea-port of the Kacateans sas Leuke Koge, Tnere is some Zoull 48 to the ex=-
acg situation of this place, put it was ¢robably down the prabian side of the Rred
3ca, nearly at the mouth of the Pay of Akaba. I& fopan times there was ¢ garrison
gtationed Lhere under 2 centurion, for protection, and sleo to collect a custoss
duty of 25&.

§arther soutn, and In the interior, Was é;ﬁagr,nn ircoriant town on tpe
great caravan route to Aravis Felix. A number of tompe =t cihegr are like v cer-
tain type at Petra. Vany valuaple insoriptions, dating fros the reigns of Are-
tas IV ( @ v.c. - 40 A.D.) and Malocbus IT, ( O. 48 A.D. - 71,) have peen found
nere, °

Another sot of lnscriptions are those found in the Yinaitis Peninsula, nlong

* Doughty, Aracia Deserts, T, p.
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one of the greal trade routes, [hey are unimportant fo thomeelves, veing only
2 name and a greating, ® Remembercd in welfare and poace ue 3a'adu, the zon of
Jarm-slba'ali, for aver!® Lut their presence in the lopnely vallies of Jimai, in=
ifoates, as Ruting suggesta, the presance of a forse of Nabatean officialsgper-
haps in ponnzotion with the custows duties- stationed in the reflon.

3till mor2 reearkable are the lwo Matateap inacrirtiops fourd at Putecti.
Az one of the great sesm-ports of IJtlaly, buteolinnaturally attracted agonts of
foreign corvmercial centers to it. A community of hehateans wes esteclishes in
the Ttalfan town at least Fifty years pefore the ceginning of the CUhristisn cra,
They cetaplished a snrine for their own worsnip, and veed it for fifty years
till it needed resteration, wnd it Is the restoration of the sbrine, in & A,L.
that ie recorded in the inscription.

Thers wore still other towne ie the Natstzan tervilory tnatl #icnl ve sen-
ticned; in ¥ady Sabra, guite near Fetra there waz a gpall town, witn tosbs ann
8 theater much in the styles of the capital; vut enough tee t2ep sald Lo shos

the side extent and the grest influence of the kacatean Kingdouw,
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[HE NABATEAN CIVILIZATION,

Thus far the standpoint has been to a large extent external; and nnccesar-
ily so. for we have veep dealing withr political events, apd we have no Mavatean
historians.

It ies possivie, nevertheless, to 30 a 7003 deal towurds reconstructing s
vrore detafled picture of the city of Fetra, as {t aust have peen in {ts ecarly
days of prosperity,

The detailed description of Diodorus Sioulus has slready bdbeen givep, pre-
senting the Naoateans of tue fourlh century E.C. a= a pastoral people, just ce-
ginning to eettle jown, ensaging to a certain extent in commerce, cut rot 1o
any ertent engaging In agricuvlture, =2nd not yet dwelling 1n nouses.

Our chief source of information for the later Nabcateans, is Jtravo's Zeo-
graphy, Ek. 18. Then , too, ¢iving concre2teness Lo our knowled.o, apd vxpluin-
Ing thinge that would otherwise not ce clear, se have Lhe remarkaclc ruins of
Petra as they are today. These, together with coire ard {nscriptions, o fow
scattered references i/n chdesical authors, apgeour general knowledge of Zer-
itie Ilfo and the Greck and Romar influmpcee op it, wust furniah ue the ratorisl

for the furthepr study of the Habatean clivilization.

le\nhsll take up, then, in sore detajl, the atudy of:

I. The Nabateans as s people; their cystoms, governyont and daily life, so far
ag w2 oan get detajle.

IT. The Nabatean Trade,

Ilf. fhe ruine of Fetrs; Kavstean arohitecture end art; tuildinge;puolic works,

IV. The religion of the Naoateans; espeoially the places of worship.

- -
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I. I'nc Nabstcans as a Poople,

We have soen that the Navaflzans were origiraily of Arut stock, veginning
their national career with many of the nomad characterietice alil]l prominent,
But they were rapidly influenced bty coptsct with the more advanced and settled
civilizationa of Fiypt and Syria. As Aravic was not then a literary langusge,
they adopted the Aramaic lenguage fbr officisl purposes, and for a medtum of
comrunication sith the nei¢ghboring nations.

The admiratle opportunity offared oy Petra was taken advantage of pefore
long, and the early aversion to ouilding persanenl houses was soon overcosme.
The risc of 8 «ider apd more organized coseerce also necessitated greater czow-
plexity and stapility of institutions. From Strabo we gatner & nusoer of dotails
apout the Navateazpg of his time- the reipgn of Augustue- apd we note a consider-
able developeent from the pioture given by Licdorus. Ihe follewing paragraphs

give a rather ffee summary of Ctrasbo.

* The Nacaleans used to make ralide {nto Syria nefore the Korans Lecame maeters
of that provincel Now poth Syrisns and Nststeans are under bhe Romana, The chief
eity of the Katateans {8 the town 28lled Petra, It lies in 2 fairly level sgace®
All around are rocks and precipices, sut within arc fountains thal furrien abun-
Sant water for gardens and irrigation. Juteide the rock w#alls, Lhe terrilory is
for the most part desert, especially tosards Juics. Jericho is the neurest point
in that direcgion, three or four days' journay distant.

In Petra one of the royal stock alwaye rules, and gesides, the Zing has a
progurator, or prime-zinister, chosen from amon: his Gowpanions, whom he calls

-

Frow the {necriptions we finddthat eany of the officiale of the Kingdom

- - - - -

® The floor of the valley is not dead level, vtut has a number of ridges,
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hai Greek titles, such se Strategos, - another evidence, {f such were needed, of
the influence of the Hellenistic civilization on that of the Nabateans,

Stravo says further,® The people are govereed by good laws, Indeed, the
philosopher Athenodorus, vy close persopal friend, on coming howe fror 2 visil o
to Petra, told me of his surprise at finding vany Romans there and otrer fore
eigners besfdcs, »ho were constantly vringing lawsuils against each cther, and
againat tha natives, enile the I{nhatitants of the city on the other hand lived
at reace with each other.®

Fhe following quotation from f#h an inscription on 2 Lomn in 2l-Hear s
fspottant as shosing the legal slatus of w~omen.

" Inhie i3 the tomb whicn Kamkas, daughter of WNailat, daughter of Haranu
and Kulaicat her daughter sade for themselves and their posterity: in lhe montn
Tepeth, the ninth y=2ar of Harethath, King of the Nabateans, lover of nis people?l

gvidently then warricd woaen coula nold property and could btequeatn 18, 14
is interasting also to note that tne genealogy is reckoned partly througn the
fesale line. Aomen must have held & prowdment place, se they are often reprocont-
ed on coins.

kvidently a recerd of deeds of rroperty was kept ip some tesple in Fetrs,
sand the tombs were regarded as under the protectionsofl the deities, Curses are
invoked on all who dfsturb the tomvs, or bury others in them than those for
whom they eere ouilt, Besides, a fine is specified for desecralion of a test,

The Naoateans sere regarded as a scaltny people, Strato-speaking of all
the Arads- says they were not very warlike, oeing rather acrchants and traders,

Josephus says that Scaurus consifiered it wore difficult to help Hyrcanus to
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capturs Jerusalem tan to help Aristooulus to drive out the Nabatcans " mho were
no very warlike people.” ( Ant, XIV,2,) Still 1t must be resesbereé that in
their conflicts with the Jewe, victory was with the Nspateans at lesst bhall of the
the time. And it must have taken no mean amount of energy and ability to vufld

up and to admintater and to fefend a kingdom that reached from teyond Damascus

to a point well down the Hed Sea.

" The Nabateans meee s rrudent race, fntent on getting money and keeping
it, [herefore a man who wastes his prorerty is fined puelicly, but the one sho
{noreases his property is honored." ( Strabo.)

* PRBrotners take precedence of sons. What they possese is corron to all the
relatives, but the eldest {s tha head of the family. They practiee comnunity cf
wives, 3ince there are few olaves among thew, relatives often wait on cach
other, or cach nan attends to his o#n wants, and this custom extends even 1o the
Kings. They have wusic at their banguets, and the King holds frequent feasts wilh
great ceremony. X¥o on2 irinks more than cleven cups, e #ing &% so darocratic
that pesides waiting on himself, he often waita on others, Oftentimes, he sven
appears oafore the psople to give s repett of nis ajoinistration, Bo ong ever
attenpte the King's life.

Their houses are tuilt of coetly stone., The cities have no walls, for they
pass their days in peace. Thelr territory is productive of everything excepl
olive trees. Inhay use oil madie from nassame., Their shecp are white, their cattle
iarge. They have no horees, but usc carels fnstead, Incy wear their tunice aith
a telt arcord them, ani use sandals, The kings wear purple.

Many things are produced in their territory, =< gold, eilver, and nany

kinis of spices, orass, iron, ani purple cleth." ( ftrato,)
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11. The Prade of the Nebateans,

§2 have sesn that Patra ie a natural stronghold, ard hae been necupied ae suoh
fros the earliest tives, Butl merely as a atronghold it could never have attainnd
tne position which it actually held. Tts strategic po=ition EEEEEEELEEEY wae what
datermined that it waz to be the capital of a great kingdoy, and not merasly the
refuge of a trioe,

The great trade routee fror the Feprefan 2alf to the Vediterranean, and from the
the Red Sea and Aracia to Syria end Eatylon, all geseed through Petra, "Not a
fer of them are scoustosed to carry inconee and eyrrh and valuanle arfcns to tna
peacoast( of the Wediterranesn ) having roaeiysd thex fros thome wbo orouvent tnem
frox Arabia ¥elix," esays Ciocdorus, eronking of the rarly Habatesne. " Snve gay
the best epicos ere orought from India, 2nd the test inocense growe in Persfa,” °
Diodorus mentions also 2 valuatle erport trade in the bitumen found near the Dead
Soa, whioh was token to Fgypt far ugs in omtaleing suesies, ( ¥TY, ©3.)

Vinceot saye,® ( ® As there is the strongest evidenoce to show that the [yr-
fans and 3idonians wer? the firal rerchanpts who introduped the troduce of Tnlis
to all the nations wrich encircled the Uaiiterranean, 8o there is the strongest
eviience to prove that the Tyrians obtained all those compoiities frow Arabia,”

* Dsravane in sll gges froe the interior of Aracia and fros Geerha on the Culf of
Persis, from Hairawaut om the Ocesn, an? zome syen froe Satrs and Yeron, appear tc
hav® pointed to Petra as s common center; aed from Fetrs ihe treffific eeeme to
have again branched out in every iirection to Fgypt, Palestine and Syrba, through
Arsipoe, Gazs, Tyre, Sidon, Jerusales, Damascus, and a variely of subordinate

routes that sll terminated on Lhe ¥editerrancun, "

-

** yincent, " Hist. of the mavigation of the ancients on the Red 3ea,Il, 23eff.
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The Satateans Jeslre&to heve a monopoly of the trade, and rescrted to the
rather crude tactics of rlundering the caravans of othera, wyhen the Alerandrian
Kings nad opened the route vy the Red Jer and Egypt, the Nubateans showed thelr ho
hortility for this rival iraie chann?l oy attackinz shiperecked crews, and finale
ly bullding shiges of their own they plundercd the merchant shipa of oihere, In
the epnd their pirate shipe were captured vy pleyupdrian war vessele, the cress
rere executed, end the epea wae ovade safe for Fgyptian commerce,

It was the gradual diversion of trade frow the route throu,h fetra to short-
en routes vy way of Alexardria anpd Paleyra snich caused a decline ir tne prosper-
ity of Pelra.

But for a shile under the Roean rale, tne systes of roade and tre estaclizh-
wept of a strong chain of military poats along the desert froe fetrs north to
Papascus, made the oarrying trade easisr and safapr, Fragrents of those roade remai ‘
o8bkntoday, ~ith the ruine of the guard staliona, tc atlest tpst ine Homans, ‘
whatever their faulte, at leart gave thefr sycjoote peace snd an opporturity to

develop,
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T17. IThe Ruins of Petra, Archtecturs, art, ete.

I[he ruins of Fetrz ae tncjexist Ltoday are unquestionavly among the most re-
warkaple in the world, Tn many ways they are unique. In tne firat place, the oity
as we have seen, is eftuated in a velley well-nigh ghut in by precipitous rock
salls. It snould not ve thoudht howayer that the wall is apsolutzly comgplete, az SO
gore descriptions sight feply. for on the nortn east and eouth west there are 2on
gideracle apaces oy which the city can ue approached without great Fifficulty.

The real inaccesaivility of the city hae lain in tB2 ireept that surrounis it
and in the tzpragnicle citaiel in the aity itsalf,

Kot only is tne situastion picturesque in the axtrege by reason of tro rug=
ged mountalne that smeet the 2y2 on all sides, but the marvelous and yarisd color-
ing of the rocks thepeelves nids greatly to the {viression produced, This foeture
of the coloring has impressed every sucoessjve vieitor Lo sady Mousz, 2500 TE<
cords tnat pe had considersd tha deasriptions of hig profesnssors ovasiorated, gekd
until the reality was vefore him. And so it must ve. #or no description can 1ic
justice to the vividness and variety of the tints. * he rocks --present not a
dead vase of dull wonotonoue red, outl an sndless vafiety of bright uad livin
hues, from the jmepest orimson to the soféent pink, verging sometinecs to orange
end yellow. Ibese varying shades are often distinctly marked oy weving linee, im=
parting to the surface of the rock a succdssfon of orilliant and changing tints
like the hues of watersd silk, and adding greatly to the iwmpozing effeet of the
!auipturaﬂ gonumpenta, » * ~Sean in Lh2 vass, ft {8 trus that the dorinant affeot i
is of red or purple. Put viewed in detail, the separate tomos often show all the
colors of the rainbow,- except green; and green is not lacking from the general
oolor scheme, for the bed of the sireas {e liped with a dense growin of oleander
pushes. And §n the old days, when the public sgusres and the terraces pefore

* Robipson, II, 147,



ths toube were planted with gariens, the effect must have teen teautiful,

Above onéof Lhe tombs iz an inseription which reads:
* This sepulchre, and the large vaull within it, and the gpall vault ineice, wiln-
in whizh ar2 burying places fashioned into niches, and the wallé in front of them
and tne rows(?) and the houses within 1L, and Lag Lardens, and the garden of the ¥
anid the sslls of water, ani the ridge (?) ani the hills (?) apd the reat of =il
the entire property which ig in these places, Is ihe consoorated and inviolacle
possession of Dushara, tne Jod of our Jord, ant nie eszred throne (7), an2 2ll loe
gois ( as specified ) in deade relating to LAf consecrates thinge uccording to thejr
their contants, And it ie the order of Duenara ani nis throve (7) and all the geos
that, accoriing to the conlents of the gaid 1zeds relating to consscrated things,
it spall ve done snd not altered. Nor shall anything of all that is =ithin inew
oe withdrawn; nor shall any man ce turied in thic sepelchre save GLils wno bas in
writing a contract to vury, { epecified ) in the pajd deeas to cunsecrated things-
for over,”®

for ever! and now the front of the tomt is shattered, vy un csribyuake pers
heps; in the recesses where the merchant prince and his fanily scre 1213, the
ohance shepherd shute hie goats and sheep; long since the Lozics were dragied out
in the bope that treasure sight bave ceen vuried with them; snd the * gariens®e

the place ~here they once eere can ecmrcely ce distinguisted saong Lhe ruins,

g Ihe eastern entrance to the city ie through s gorgec, ros called the Sik. One
rides down from the limestons range to the east, =nd follone the ved of the brook.
A sufden turn, and the tbrook enters the gorge. The walle rise high on either aide,

the space petween often nerrowiny to tep or twelve feet, and nowhers wider than

- - r-—
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thirty feet, The wall reach up three hundred-perhaps in placee four hundred feet,
perpendicular, and ip places overhanging so that they shut out entirely the narrcw s
pow réboon of tlue sky atove. To rife down that cocol ehadowy path, ~ite only kere-ar
here and there a place where the sunlight filtere dowr teo orieg out thne living
hues of the wonderful sanistone, would ve ankdhgéfldhice that would repay the
journey wares ther nothing mor2. Fut add to tue coauly of the preaent the romance
of the past, and the ride is inde2d on» nover to te forgotten, Jnoe, in the days
of the city's glory, the orook #as covered over and flowed under a paved strest?
Along that duskt way the long lines of heavily laden carzels ueed to 15«4; Lears
ing their burdens of spices to the warc-nhouscs of th2 capital, [hrough tnis dorge
the Kings of the Nacateans rode out at the head of treir troope to carey aar
sgainst 3Syria or Judea, [In2s2 rocky salls once ecnoed to tne clatler of the
Rowan chariots, going to and fro slong the Imperidd nidhwaye tnsl bound tne
provinces togetéher,into one whole. And now, one's norec stustles and srisshod
ayons the stonas in the ue& of the streaw, 4ni oAly an occasiocnsl uic:o in the
wall, and the channel for 2 =rall acgueduct repaln to snow tnatl the Sik was
once tra chiel spproach to the porulous capitel of a pighty Kingdoe,

Strabo telle ue that seny foreigners vieited Fetra, and It must have vecn
with some reference to the firet improesions of newcomers Lhut the kacateans
placed the chief monument of their city, the KhuznoWw, or Treesury of Fharach,
Anything more drasatic than the first vies of thi: Ireazury coulce escarcely be
fwagioed. After a ride of fifteen or tweaty winutcs @ torn in the gorge glves a
glimpse of an opening et tho other eni. 3tending cut frow the darkpess on either
pide sppears a pmrt of the treasury., A few scconde wore and the gorge opens out
into a cross valley, and directly oppoeite, almost glowing in the etronger Light,

etands this monument, carved in the face of the rock,

- -

* [f fodeed the brook wae sver allowed to flow through the Sik. of. P,
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It is easy to eriticize the srchitecture at one's leisure afterwarde, Lut
the first effect fe alwost overwbelming, [re size ol the work 1# not approciuted
st first, till one zeasures it by the neicht of sowecne staniing in Lbe dooreay.
One of the pillare has fallen, cul the lose i searczly noted at firvste Vueh of
the carving secws as fresh and eharp ae if it pad just veen Lipisues, ant the
dawaze done to the varfoue flgures, is the work of over zezlous VMohammedans, ind
pot of the meather; for the overhang of the rock acove has protected the Khuznel
to s very ireat extent,

the osther ruins of Peatra are inteneely interesting aleo, At the treasory,
the vallsy widene a ;003 deal, und splondid toses are carved ir the rock wslle on
both =i{iea, A fow riputea walk, and the great thealer appears on Lre lert. Jhe
prosceniur i in rafnse, but the seata, cot oot of the livieg roek, could stjill
abcorrodate ar sudience of five thousand people or wore, * Ine vojce ol & perasn
epeaking in ordipary tones can te beerd perfectly froe the topmost row, In full vic
view from the theater are eore of the most magnificent tosrs,

i descriptionr of theae toebe fp deteil ie not neceessry here. Many J000

socouhts kave tesp weitten of them, ( cf. pitliography.)

the orief vuclic caildings of the city iay In tre oper veliey toside the
gtream, the tanke of whioh werc once carefully walled in. Apparently loc the
ptreas for a distance eas complelely covered over. Numerows crid.ce crossed .
Only a single building ie etill etanding, the ro-called Falsce of tharaoh, ( The
Arabe atirioote everything in the valiey to Fharach, or voses. The call cxrved
above the fressury Is cuppoeed Lo donddin » lreasure pidder there by Pharaoh ,
and it is ecerred by the vullets thut the Pedawin beve fired at 1t dn the hope
of breaking it open.)

- - '-1-- -

®* Some have pat the seatiny capacity at 300D, Personal weasoresents convince me

that 50008 is not too large,
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" pesides }he'Pnltca' about the only structure that cap be recognizer is
a Triumphal Arch, er Jrand Ertrance io some temple or public tuildling. (i)
The other builiinge nhave been jestroyed, partly verhaps bty encmies, malnly by
guccesaive carthguakoe, The rrafdences of the tawh onae covered the floor of
the valley, ani the lower terraces of the enclosing rock masses. They are now
sere spapeleas masses of bailifing etonees, Ti seszss reasonacle to suppose Ln%t
garaful cxcavations arong these roine would oring to light rany an object of
{aterest, for unlike many anciznt sites, rost of the valley e net plowed
sech yesr cy the fellahin, =nd mo whataver way nave teen coried in the rolas
has not veoen urUOVﬂrei.

Ibe tullsd ln. paterinl wae the red sandstone of the kd?fﬂﬁl*ln cliffas lhe
softnoee of this stope accounts in part for the alwost tbtel dieappcurance of
the nouees., Zut it is Interesting to gplck uf frageents of ligestons, anid 2ven
gartle and granite, and sther atone, shich goet nhave teen brought, olter frop
very groat dgetances for the peautifying of tne &ity ic the deys of it p;Tenﬂ:r_

The zoourcnt of chief Interest after the freamury is the [eir, or Monastlery.
fhe traditional title augsests 113 use at one tire «& a Christian churnk, anpd
this view 18 torne out ty the cuttings within that suigest an slter. Fresumably
it was tranaformed after the citly became more or loga Christian, ae it is not
essentially 1lfferent'rrav many of tha other ponurents, except in size,

The situation of the Deir is very ateiking, Yrand flighte of stn;a hann:
fros the rook lead up to it, by way of = einding valley, Tt faces a little pla-
teau, and like all the other wonuments {e carved from the face of a cliff,

Tnig plateao was cvidently a much frequented place. The circle of what ¥a§ pro-
tably & small asphitheater can still ce traced on the level epace ln fromt of

the Deir. 3reat cisterns for etoring water are to ve found near,once carciully

v,
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lined with cement. There are many tombs in the vicinity, and alsc a pumpsr cf "High

Places."

im all sbost nine hundred tomps, temples, snd cther monumenis are 1o be A
found in Petra. A very interestin? growth in prchiteciure may be traced. Many tombs,
presumably the earliest, are entirely uncraamented, and sre simply champers cut in
the rock. It is barely possible thatl some of these Wers once used a & dwellings,
tacugh it is far more likely that they were lombs of an early peried.

Following the classificaiion of Domaszewski, ( Brunnow, Provincie Araviz,)
we may summerize the classes of the ormamented tombs as follows.

The earliest tombs were cut in the * Dbeliskenberg," the hill above the iheatre.
This hill with its two obeliskés and Great High Place is to be regarded as ihe
center of the earliest settlement. The ornamentation of the tombs gere 1s com;ariaaiv}
ly simple, and they pre perheps more weathsred than th e others. In the rock apove :

!

the theatre are the remeins of tombs thai were destro!ad.in ;he_processAof‘carving |
out the theatre. Evidently thess must have been of much‘éarlger laéé.'ﬂt'ﬁg :atnmgp
to suppose that the firsi tombs would be put near tne sscred mouniain, to be uﬂﬁ%§ g
the protection bé the divinity. ( Compare the protection invcked in the inscfpriptions
These tombs in the neighborhood of the theatre are classsd ss " Fylon Tombs", ant

They are comparitively small, end show no traces whatever of Greek architectural

' influence. The facade is carved evidently to represent the ordimery awelling of the f

Nabateans. The " Brick-work parapet” is characteristic of this type. Some of these

tombs are carved so as io stand free om three sides, giving 2 still closer

T g
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reprosentation of & houee. A few are entirely detached,

As time went on and wealth incressed, there wae a patural growth in elabore
ateness, Pilastersappaar, and various marke of Creek influence zay te noted, It
vas only natural thet tpe Hellerization tnet so profoundly affected all the ar-
chitecture of the sorld at that time should be prought in as the commercial inter-
couree of the Nataleans with trhe outside antione gres closer and closer,

Ine next distinct type &3 called the " 3tep GPowe.® The half-cattlexents at
the ende are enlarged till they meet in the midoie.

Ihe noext type is called the " Proto-Hegr.® the Hegr i¢ the town in Araria
already mpnptioned. hie Lype, ant its more developed fors, are fourd predominat-
ing at el-hegr. Protatly however they ~ere not original there: it seeme certain
that toe feshion of the capital is reflected here, rather than the reverse, It
sust pot be understcod therefore that the nsee izplies that the type wae origin-
al in Arabia, and was then copled in Fetra., 8till, there nee teen no other name
suggested for this type, apd it ie petter to keep the classifieation,

The * Proto-liegr “ type is earked by the addftion of pilamters et the eide,
In the ® Hegr® type there s & epace petween the lower pert of the tomt and the to
top ornazentation, ( cof, figures.)

These tompe arp dafed ty fnecriptions of the reign of Aretas 1V, (B,C8-4DA,D0)

Another type of graves are the " Arch Bompe® ,

K from the standpoint of " claesical® arohiteoture, the remaine of Petra must ce
be confeseed to be of a low order, Put as they stend, they are very impreseive,
and even poautiful; and as refleoting the influence of QGreck civilization on
a Semitic people they are interceting,
It hae been strongly contonded that the influence of Egypt can be c.early

seen in much of the architecture of the city, The only points of resemblance which
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which are specified are that the facades of many of the tomus converge towards
the top, like tne gateways of soze of the Egyptian teaples, So muah say well oo
due to Egyptian Influence, [t would pe strange if the Neoateans had not gotten
somothing from thertéontact =itn Edypt which their pituation and their commerce
msde very close,

The contention however thel the Tremsury if & tespie of leir doee not seer
to comeend itself to the msjority of those sho have examined it, rﬁc arguments
advanced in Prunnow's work do not seep sufficient. The figures are unfortunately
too much defaced to be made out with any certainty. fvepy traveller hue & different
apt guess a8 Lo ¥pat they represent,

Vany of the tombs, ns ramarked by Robineon( 11,18%) closely resegtle tre
towte in the valley of Jehoshaphat ip Jerveslew,

4 nusber of the tomes of Fetra have obéllnks carved on thee, one ceing sure
mounted by four, cerved in high relief. Pyramids were used in connsction with
tosbs §n Falestine in the tise of the Macosueee. # * pere then appears 1o be
snother link conpecting the later gepulehral arehitectare of Pelestine with that

of the adjacent Arabia and Petra. " *

of Eabatsan sculpture we have practioally nothing. Brunnow gives a photo-
grapb of a headlees statue. Acroes iho valley from the " Arch of Triumph® the
carved etones of & fricae were dug up, showing fipures of winged lione,ete,
In wany places sre votive niches which eppesr to have had figures carved in re-
\ief, In an obacure valley at the foot of Wi, Hor our garly found a large cerv;-
ing of a seated female figure, drpped-but headless. Rude figures of animals,ns
icsx, are found in some of the tomes, Put the weel of the voslewe hee oblitepated

ed every trasce of a face in the rufne. Nothing has teen found of sny real artis-

Eane -_-.?-p"m-"pnc

f Ant, KII1 6, * Robinson,IT,180,



‘el

geveral places parros gorges have been dassed op R0 cmich the torrente thal came
rushing down in the radny efeason.

The cistarns ware naturally placed so as to take advantage of tne channels
which the rain wator followed down the rocks, Vany other channels were ocut to
lesd the water in the proper direction, Again, the towbs were protected vy chan-
nels which led the streams of raipwater away fror the faczdes. Ot course these
have not availed such after so sany centuries,

[n connection with tha places of worship, spoken of later, the erranpements
for irainage an? for collecting water sere very clavorsale,

A regarkable work which eecaped the notice of:gﬁrlier travellere wae the
tunnel out jaost cutsids the sntrance to the Sik. As mentioned apove, the Sik sace
ones paved over, and yaed as a roadway, Now in the spring floods, when the rajp-
fall of 3 condideratle mountain side fe copcentrated in the nmarrow ik, the etregn
hae & tremendous volume, fillige the gorge to a depiln of ten feet and more, lo
carry off this torpent, a tunnel was cut 17 ft. wide, 20 ft, high, and over 300
ft, long through the rock to the north of the entrance of tne 3ik, [he strean
waz diverted by & dew of sowe sort, and flowed through this tunnal tc cvpty into
a valley behind the north wall of the Sik, reaching the valley of the city to
the morth of the end of the eastern wall.( of. pap.) It may ce that at tises the
streas was allowed to flow through the Sik onder the rosdway; oquite possiely It

wae all carried arourd, except the little that was erought in vy the nocgueduct,

Btair-caces
fhe loestion of the tombs and placee of worship st different levels
in the surrounding cliffs, end op their tope, hee necersitated the construction
at sn alwost imcredicle ewpense of lavor, of great flights of wteps cut from

the #olld rocks, Except where an unusual aspunt of weathering has taken place,



thees stepas are still in good preservation, The visftor today ie distreote? by
tne great number of these sleps that lead tewptingly up, promieing some new discc
covery at thatr tpp, and though the ruins have been pretty thoroughly explored,
gtill tney are so wifely extended and so difficult of sccess, that wipor discove

eries will probably oontinue to roward careful soarch.

o
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1v. Beligion; places of worehip,

[hers rep2ina for Afecuszion one of tne most intereeting suvjects connected
with Petra and the Nabateans, nameiy the ralizion and places of worship.

§npecially eince tioe gromth of interest in cowparative religion and since
the ceginning of ihe historical sludy of tne oripin and developwent of Judalew
the supject of tne religion of the 3esptee nes coen of sspecial Interest. The
religion of the Natakeans is thue related to a sider irquiry.

fe have Little material about the reiigion ol ire Nabateans In clasaical
suthors, and we get wost light fros fnecriptions, ard frow uw study of tre rlaces

of worship in Fetra ae we find Ubes Llodny.

[t appears that the two onfef dleties of the Nabateaps were pusares, or
Dueharas, and Allat ( sl-lat,)

pusares s a title and not & proper namo.(ﬂu-enara- Lord of Snara,) fe et
the proper nase of Cusares in the following way: ( #hen tne Nabaizuns SaRe into
cloee touch with the Kellenistic influsnces in Paiestine ana especially Jyria,
Dumares wae identified with the Greck god Dionysus. ¥e learn frow unotuér source
that the Mabatean god identified with Dionysus wWas cslled Orotal, Agsin, we often
find the names of Dusares and Allat pentioned together, and also the pases of
Allat and Drotal, The inference is oovious thal Lusarces Jrotal,”

i nurber of places exist paced Stera. ” fellrauste cnuserstes toree, desaripec
ed by Arabic eriters ne gemarksole cither for swaapy ground, or for llone, or for
water, tree and fungle. Such localities were epteesed especially suvitecle for &
bige or Lesspps of a god, and Shara, wherever it may D€ was protably a place of
this kind., ® ( Cooke,p. Ets.l_ Op this poipt Dosassewski takes a somewbal dif-
® pfter figuring this ut,-l t;;;-:;o:mé;;;;;;t»ananu suggested it some time

REDs




*erent view, . There is a passage in Stephen of Byzantiue etating trat Duenres
vas a high mountain of Aracia, after which the god was named, Henoce the Natateans
2all themselves 9223512111 from the fact that the renge in which Petra lay wae
called ce-Sars, Domsezewski sancluien:'(rhlu high mountain of Arspia od 3tepnen
of Byeantium is thep the holy mountain of Petra lteelt.")

Ibhie does not seem guite conclusive. Put whatever the origin of tne title,
it gained a wide currency. Nherever the Nabateans went, they carried the wsorship
of Deearess. in the nortnsrn part of the kingdor, shere the contact with fellen;-
iss was most direct, synoretise took places oceiween Lusares and Dionysue, and
the Nabatean deity was investad with tre attricutes of the Jreek gods On coins
of Bostrz of the third century E.C. we find thz rapresentation of = wine-press,
and the worde AKTIA DOU3SARIA. Originally of ocoursz Dueares was not a god of the
vine apd agriculture- for those were forvidden the early Necateans-, but there is
gsope evidence that Dusares sas 2 Sun-god,- shich ~ould give a pasie for the {den-
tification with Dionysus, (Strnco, epeaking of the Nacateans, says," lhey wor-
ehdp the sun, building en altar on top of the house, pouring iibations snd offer-
ing incesee ﬂnily.‘\

Another notice of the worehip of pusares ie preaerve&\ny Suidus in the ar-
tioles endsr THEDS ARES. Of course the Nabatean deity nme notlning Lo do with"the
god Ares®, but the details given of hie worship at Petra are protably correct,

k' [heusares, that te, the god Ares, in Petrs, in Arscla: Ibe god Arcs is sorenip=-
ged by thez. For they honor hiw most of all., Ihe jwage is o vlack stone, rectapg=
uinr, aot carved into an image, four feet high, and twc vrosd. Tt rests on e Lase
of teaten gold, To thie they eacrifioce, and they rour out the blood of the vic-
tizs, and thiz for thes is the libation.” )

ge find carved on sowe of the tomos an obelisk rsltiug on & square base,
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Other similar marke were perhaps phaced on thelr finished work bty mesone. Ip both
oases the idea was doubtless to securs the protection cf Cusaree, for it seees
that this werk was a representation of the idol,

Petra waa the center of tne worship of Dusarece. Altars at Adras In the north
snow that this tosn took part in a yearly festival st Fetra, ¥piphanius iescrioes

the fastival held at Petra Deo, 25. He sentions the 1ol there, and says:
_lebTo 5§ kot tv ﬂ‘*‘rf‘ A rrs}"(l"ﬂff'btr'ﬂ}-‘ s 58 e TAS Ap-p;us Shris
Yeriy B Topm Wiv 1203 Tpuga®s puoppapmuivn)iv 2 leefre Lifwihiy.
20 tws ylrotar  kald AP KkR Sl ALK Tw iu%va’n?s: v rra.fog’u,,
KorolvTes =0T™Av "L LapgliTl Yawpol oo TL TV popwidyer—
7 ‘
o FeT e  Kopm v A yoov Mapéew,kai rov By wir s vEyivm-
Al 8V A.-ouv-:_/o-n/,r-ouh’ru/ /‘_.,o/ayi/": oV TigaeroY .

fhis ® virginegoddapge " must have veop Allet, (U tne ceading AAAEJU te cor-
rect, we have s poesicle referapce to the morshig 5 8 sgquare storc eiwilar to
that of Pueares., ( cf, the Xsaua sl Mecca, bng. word Suue. ) )

At Tetala in Arabia there »sz a stope of Allat, with & 2rown carved on 10 tc
fnifoate the head. ( K. 3mits, fel.See. 212,) Another store at lakil was xo card-
ed ae the dwelling vlace of the godiesg, ( H,2, 219) glint iz gertioned con-

stantly in connection with Cusares in Inscriptions etc., and hence fellhapsen'e
theory that Queares wee conceived of aa torn frow his own Cyppus or imuge Joee
not eees to be »ell founded. ( eof. P 5° p. £5,)

tllat, the Mother of the gode,( M} was the ohiof goddees of the
ancient Arabe, even sore wifely worshipped tham Duseree, She ¢ rentioned in the
Koran( 58520 ) with ml-'Usze, and Vanat,{ Vamsthu ). Per piza or center of wor-
ehip wae at Teif, eixty niles south emst of Veoca, fler worship extended a8 far
north as Palmyrs, and to the Punic eettlesents of Darthaje. The name probebly
meant originally " goddess " . In the oi-limgual Paleyrene inseriptions she is

fdentifidd ®ith Athene, Phers ars some grounds for thinking she might ve a

.
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sun-goddess, but in a Palmyrene inscription she is sentioned separately with
® Shemesh * Ey fGerodotue eand others she fo called au’afa.n"'l « BOme heavenly
goddese, possicly the moon-gofdesa, with Dusmres the sun-god, Allatu wag the
-Batylonisn goddess of the lower worlc, but Aliat secas to have had no such chare
aoteristics, °

Eepides these deities, seversl others sre wmeptioned in tnacriptions,
Manuthu, Suaieshal and Fotal.®™ A'ra is ulso sentioned. { = Orotal ?2%)

It is notesorthy that divine honors were pafd to the sead finge.
" Ihie i the statue of the divine Obodath” says one ipscription,( OV5 ii A54,)
And in Stephenas Ovoda iw mentioned, ® £ town of the Kabateane, where King Doodas

ie buried, whom they worship ur e fod, * ( Quoted in Helapd, p. v2,)

Flacee of worship.
fe vay now take up ono 6f the pwost fmportant subjects in =ona~ction with
the religion of Petra, namely the * High FPlaces.*

Throughout the 0ld Testagont =2 find moundant roferspes to eorsbip o on
every high hill, ani ander enery greon tren,® This is especially true of the
Northern Semites, ® In Arabia on the contrary, most sanctuasries scew Lo have
Lain in moist hollows, teside wells and trees,® ( R.S, 453) To n certaln extent
thie latter forw existed in the north sleo. It mekes little sifferspee for the
preasent discasefor whether this fore was older, with tne High Place worehip de-
veloping later when s oare hill top was eought for voernt offerings,( K.5.420)

or whether a high open place was sought from the firet ip otedieree to &n in-

-

* The parsgragh on Allet i suswarized frow Cooke, . 282.
* Qusicha:VWanutbu: Nothing very definate fe krown of Lhese divinities,
® fobal( Hubalu ) An old Arab dsity, the cafsf god of the Knabe, Cooke, 221, 25%.

i
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'
pulee to et as neak aa poseivle to the reavenly deitice. In any case, worshir in
high places was well estavlished in very early times. It wae on 3 mountain that
Abrapam r;u to offer Isamc,( 3on. 22:2) on & itgntplnclkgi 3oloson vurn51 gacri-
ficee at 3ibeon, ote. ( cf. [s. 15:8 ;o Juds 5:26; L.K. 18:19 )

Repains of nigh places and sacred groves ape still to pe found in many places
in 3yria and paleatine., Ful comparitively Little remaine except the rough tlocks
that marked opt the sacred enclosure, and tne old treee, doucticss the deacendonts
of those that once sere mecred to the Pa'al of Las place, for even today the grg:«n
ars so ruch respected that articles are cfougnt from the fielde and left trers in
safety, and even the dead trees arez not cut up, much a8 tLhe inbaucitante peed fire
wood, It is unfortunate that some of these groves are now veing destréyed vy een
who have sbsorved endugh of Lthe modern spirit to free thea fror syuperstitious
fear, and not enough of it to make tnee see the wisdon ot saving tne fex trees
left in an aleost denpded country,

In view of Lhe interest of tne suvject and tne previous lack of direct evi-
ionce on.anoient high places, the discovery of a high place 2t Fetpm sss one of
no little fmportance. Ihe esarly visitors to fady Mousa 4id not siscover {t, have
Ing only 8 few days, or sometimes only a few houre, in the valley, owing to the
unfriendly attituie of tha natives of the neighvornood, Fut in 1885, f,l.f#ilson
in exploring the susmit of tib hiil scove the theater, came upon two oteliisks, }
and not far away found a grest court sut in the rock, w®ith alturs, pocls, and
othar suttings, *

Since the discovery of thiz " Great High Place®™; many others eimilar to it
in oany respects have °°2!-£2225=-:£22E-EEEEEI-EEEEE in oueoer,

* This H.P, has been desorived and discussed in detefl bty Filson," Century mag,

1885, Curtiss, P.E.P,0,,1800, Robinson, Bib. Korld, Jan 01, fer, 98, Savigznmo,
Rev. gib. Apr., D8,
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vosop W Qm%* Wt wo ‘:io .fih.'i: wtirt we do 7ind may cxplaty polinte not nitherto
clear,
No attmapt will be wade to prees {dentifioations vetween IT and TYI urduly;
T. Chamacteristica of Semitic High Place forship, °
1=pt first the Kigh Flace, ( )} a8 the naze suggests wee or » high hill;

( Jer 3:8, Dt 12:2,) [ater, the nass was peed fer places ip vallies or towns,
é= Tue wae some sort of emcred encioeure st the hign places, the " Haram,*

8. There was an upright stons or pillar, Phie was recarded firat ae poth an
altar for slaying the victim, or for pouring licaticne on, mnt ae ip some sense

the abode of deity,

Later those two ideas were separated, and we haveya) the pillar;b)an altar,

® References: Rov. Seith, Bel. Sewites, Haetings B.D.and fnoye, Pib. arts,
" High places™ * Ashorsh® ste, ots.

v
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8= b)
Tpie aldde was at firet of earth or unhewn stonee; later of hewn stones;

altars of brass were used; ® horne” of the altar are mentioned,
4~ There was saorifice, consisting of:
a) Animals; sometimes human victime,
bi Greain, fruit, oread, eto,
c) Libations,
4) Incense,
Sscrifice was sometimes completed by the act of slaughter; sowetimes all the
vietim was burned; sosetimes part was buened.
B~ Quite universally in carly timee the pe;fle after presenting their offerings
to the defty, then had a ® macrificial meal * in which they ato their own
offerings., R,5, 284; Ex, 34:15, IK 12:32,38. i
8= There was sometimes a " house® of sowe kind. I K, 13:82, I1 K 17: 29, ‘
7¢ Tl'bhere were uleralltroea and poles-Aeherah~; sometimes also :rovea.?ag‘aéé?g:
By In many cases fmsges and idols are mentioned besides the pillars. [T K 18:4.
8y Licentious rites were often practised with the eanction of religion; rege

ular provieion was made for thes by having temple attendante,

A noteworthy point in connection with all the Semitic religione was n very
scrupuloue distinction in metters of ceresonial defilement, This wade necessary
frogquent ablutions. [ev, 8:6, &x, 30:117-21, Fx, 10:10-15, Herod, 11:87.

Tn wany osees aleo burial took place near high places, 11 K 28:15-18.

TI, If we try to imagine what an old high place must have looked like, the foree
going study gives ue the following po%egi'thiog must find & place in the ploture:
* It say be that all of these features would mot be found at svery H,P, But
most of thes certainly would.
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1= Ne should expect the high place to ve on an elevated spot, open to the eky.
2- We ehould expect some sort of an enclosure or boundary of the sscred place,
3¢ An upright pillar, or a piller and ap altar , An early altar we should sxpeot
to be of earth or unhewn etone; later we might expect to find hewn stones .
fe sight look for * horns " on the altar. Steps were onoce prohipited; later,
allowed, ( Ez, 43:15, Ex. 2D:28, Rz, 48:17, ) Thé steps would look towards
the east, ( Ez, 43:17)

4, ¥e should expect to find a sacred tree or pole; and perhaps a grove,

6= We should expect to find images, with perhaps & ® house® for thenm,

8« Sose provieion for cooking the sacrificial meal wae surely neceded,

7« There was a guest-chasber in which to eat this meal, ( T Sae 0:13,29-24.)

B= We might expeot to find provision for the temple attendente in the vicinity.

@~ Sowe provision for ceremonial washing must have been sade,

10« Near the high place we should look for tombe, as at Eethel, ( I £ 28:15)

[IT, The features we mctually find in Petra are as follows: ( 2f, plans.) °

1= The grest eajority of high places * are on elevated points, ®e find aleo:

2= A court, cut in the rock- or several courts- fror a few inchee to over a foot
deep, with a ledge around, looking like a seat, ( All but no, 8),

8= Very exteneive arrangesonts for collecting and storing water in cisterns;
very nuwerous ssall besins for water, with inlet snd outlet, and often a cup-
Lik: hole in the bottom to sllow the last water to be gotten out,These mre
found in EVERY case.

t= Concentric parte of ciroles, the inner one lower, ( 1,3,8,9,)

. P p—
ol il o -

* I'ne numbors in parentheses rafor té (ht plans,
* To speak of these as ™ high places® ie anticipating the conclusions a little,
but there is no other convenient deeignation,
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IIt. ooﬂtlnued. We find the further features at Petra of:
5- lomb chaspers in the immediate vicinity. ( All cases.)
g~ Other chambers, once roofed over, Supporte for roof- beams or arches still
visivle., ( 2,4,8)
7- An altar, squared; or an unhewn rock with steps cut in 1t.(1,2°83,4,6,7,8,10)
8- Only at the @reat High Place, two obelisks left in the living rock by very
extensive cutting away of the surrounding rock. These ovbelieks are not at
the 3reat High Place, but a great stair way led up from them to the 3,H.P,
0- Most of the altars face east and west, with the steps on the esasstern side,
from most of the altars the rising sun is visivle; froe a large number vt.

Hor is visible.

From the foregoing,there can be no doubt of the proad identification of the
cuttings at Petra as places of worship; and their general likeness to what we
should have expected of a Semitic high place leaves little room to guestion that
these are high places essentially similar to those that caused so much trouble
in the religious history of Israel.

The identification of some of the leading features is plain; that of others
is more uncertain. On the next page the correspondence between what we should
expect at an old high place, in particular a Nabatean higch place, with the
features actually present, ie shown in parallel columne. A guestion mark lndloatga
that the correspondance i® doubtful, The points are considered separately in

the next pages.
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" ghat we should expeot to  #hat we know to have exies ¥hat we gotusll f1nd
g g H g

find at & High Place, ted among the Nabatesns, of worship, ¢
1 fn-plevated sites Elovated eites. |
2 A pillar, or pillars, Two pillars or opplisks

near the Orest High Place.

8 Sose sacred enclosure. Rectangular pourts.
4 An Asherah- sscred pole, or ’trool are found growing

tree, Perhape a grove too. near many of the H.P.s.
§ Images. A sguare stone represent- |

ing Dusares; almost cers
tainly one of Allat,

§ A » guest champer® for the o A yoarly festival with Qovered courte; rock
eating of the sasorificial singing of hymns to Dusare chambers, apparently pot
peal. s and Allat, tombs,

7. Rrovision for cooking the Oircular cuttinge that
sacrificial eeal, pmight be weed for boiling

cauldrons,

8 Provision for killing the Plood saorifices existed., Altars with ghannels rin-
plood sacrifices. ning from the top.

@ Provision for purnt-offer- One altar ( 5.H.F.) has
ing,. what seoms clearly &

, hearth,
190 A place for libatione. tLivations ( of blood al Soncentric circular cut-
least) existed, tings., ( of. 7 avove,)
11 An alter or place for burn- Incepse was burned. Altar in southern section
ing incense. ?of the Triple Righ Flace.
12 Lavers etoc. for ceresonial ¥urerous pools, cisteras,
washing. v ete, for water.
18 Possibly, rooms near by for Chambere, apparently not
the temple sttendente, tonbs,
14 Altars placed with referen fhe Nabateans worshipped All altars are on & line
pnoe Lo east and wost, the sun. spproxisately east and
west, The steps are on the
raet side,
15 Tosbs in the vicinity. Divine honors were paid  Towbs are always found
’gp dead Kinge. not far from the bigh ple-

ces; usually they are
guite near,

ﬁjf ‘ iﬂtl{ fhe ? doss not indicate that the fact {e itself dountful, but only that
ity connsotion with the corresponding parallel columns is not certain,
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Discussion of p. 57.
1. Flevated site. Several of the most conspicuous sitee in the city are ocou-
pi=d by high placeg. Practically all are on some eminence, sometimes on a con-
spicuous rock mass, which may not however be the highest point in the vieinity.
#e should expect that the parliest sanctuaries perhaps would be on the more pros-
inent points. Later, as population grex ani wore places of worship were reguired,
lower and more convenient sites would be chosen. Iflthere is a connection, as
thers seems to be, between the high places and the toabs, ( see velow on no. 15)
then the choice of site would be Influenced oy the necessity of making the high

place with reference to the position of the surrounding tomobs.

9. Pillars. Only the two pillars at the Great High Places have as yet been dis-
covered. There seeme little reason to doudt that they were symbols of deity such
as are known to have existed at ancient places of woeship. * Melcarth was wor-
shipped at Tyre in the fore of two pillars-- Twin pillars etood also vefore the
temples of Paphos and Hierapolis, and Solomon set up two brazen pillare before his
Sls tesple at Jeruealem. ( 1 K 7:15,21) As he pamed them # the Stablisher”'and

' In RIM is Strength ' they were douttless symbols of Jehovah. " ( R.8 208.)

The guestion is an open one whether the two pillars at Petra stood for one god,

or for two. If for one, it was of course Dusares, Eut the suggestion is a fair
one that one represented Dusares, and the other Allat. One point that should pe

noted {s that the pillars are hewn out of the roock, and are not pillars set up

" untouched by the chisel, as was the case in the very earliest times,

3. The saored enclosure is represented by the various courts cut in #he rock.
The ledge around the edge suggests a seat, though if msany cases it seems pretty
ehallow. Still, Orientals are eatiefied with a low seat, j
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4 Ihe pole or Asberah being made of wood has of course venished, if it over °
existed at Potra, The trees which are sowetises found groming near toe high

ngapo are no necespary proof that sacred trees gresw nenr {n ancient times,

3 1 froe snalogy we should expeot that there wight bave peen sacred troes there,
laﬂ the fact that trees continue to grow near st least indicatee the poseibility
that such was the case formerly,
5. Images. The bluck stone immge of Dusares le nowhore Lo be found. It has gone
the way of the ™ gold and treasares that were in his houee®™, that we read of fn
Suides. The pyramids or #teles cut fn relief on tombe and in votive Qiohou in
Some cases, suggest that they were intended to be representations of this fdol
on its golden base,
§,7. Tbhe provisions for sacrificial weals scew quite platn, In I Sam, B, there
is a description of a saorificial weal at a high place, which shows ug what to
look for at a high place in thie connection. ® Taul and his servant--went up the
escent Lo the city; they found young mafdens going out to draw water, and said
unto lhﬂl.‘fl the seer here? And they anewered them, and eald, He is; pehold, he
is oefore thee; make baste now, for he is come today into the city; for the peo-
ple nave a sacrifice today in the high place, As soon as ye are come into the
eity ye ehall find him straightway, oefore he goeth up to the high place to sat;
for the pepple will not eat until he come, because he ﬂotglg:: the sacrifice;
#nd afterwards they eat that are bidden. Now therefore get you up; for at this
time ye shall find him. And they went up to the city, and ae Lhey case sithin
the city, behold, Samuel came out toward them, to ¢o up to the nigh plagce, ==
Then Saul drew near to Ssmuel in the gate, and said, Toll me, | pray bbee,,

- where the seer's house is. And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I as the seer,
! 0o up before me unto the highplace, for ye shall oat with me todey; and in the
- mworning T will let thes go, and will tell thee ail that ie fn thy heart, =-And
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bas been wede that metal ® horns ® of the altar were here attached. Eut why not
on the fourth corner? Some, but not all, of the altars have » passage cut

8o ae to pereit them to be encircled,

10, Libations, One conjecture as to the use of the concentric circles found

st some of the places of worship is that they were used for the pouring of lie
bations, But they seem low, The same concentric circles appear in one altar at
the G,H.P., and in plan 6 on & large rock mass, in no. 8, and in several of
®hich plan® sre not available, It hae also oeen suggeeted that they were fire-
places, where great cauldrons were set for the cooking of the sacrifice. Some
seem too large for that, Altogether, these circles are one of the wost puszling

features that appear,

11, Incense, The use of {noense is specifically wentioned by Suidse, And apart
from the reference even, we should not have thoaght it likely that the Nabateans
vloud carry the incense for the altars of the world, and not have used some on
their own . The method of burning it cannot oe determined. If any altar could be
be copjectured to be specifically for that purpose, it would be the one in the
easteen seotion of the Triple High Place. Put there is & drain running from the
top of that sltar, which suggeet the pouring of libtationa. ( r‘::iile and pa;ie
tion preclude its being for escrifice,)

12, One point i& beyond doupt, snd thet {e that ceremonial washing had a very
prominent part indeed in the worship, The extensive ani elaborate arrangesente
for storing water, and the numerous pools and basine at every place of worship
- aro spparently indispensivle features, Indeed, gor knowledge of the importance
Cttlotii to ceresonial cleaneing would have led us to expect these, and their
absence would have been guite surprising.

e s oy
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18, It has been suggested® that some of the chempers nesr the places of worship
say have been for the tesple attendents, and may have had some connection with

the imacral rites connected oftentimes with the high place worship.

14, A point hes arisen in connection with the orientation of the sltare , Dusar-
es was guite probsbtly s sun-god, The altars all face approximately east end
ucit. Put the steps wre on the cast efde, and one ascending thes would face west,
However, that seems to have been Lhe rule in sun temples. ® The tesples at Ea'al-
bek and thirty other placee in that region invariaoly face the eset, the rising
sun entering the opening door snd lighting upon the =ltar which stande agaipst
the -aoieru wall,"®

¥e also examined the orieatation of the altars with reference to Mt, Hor,
*. Jebsl Neby Harouc®™ , Apart from the question whetéher lx;ls really the Hor
where Aaron died, there is no doubt that the shrine on its top ie of imsonse
antiguity. Rook steps lesding to the summit have veen worn out, end new ones
carved, Now it sosetimes seome to oe the cese that shrines around e great central
sanctuary point towarde it, This is true of the high pleces of Petrs, and Mt,
Hor. But many of the altare, while they " face " fior in the senee that one ass
cending the stepe looke towards it, do not cosmand & view of that mountaln,
Many however are in full view of it, This is oepeckally true mt the G,H,F, where
a8 one mounte the sltar the attention is at once arrested by the view of Hor,
If it could be shown that widely separated altars leave the east apd west Line
#0 as to keep pointed towards for, the hypothesies of a comnection would be
strengthened, This is true only in @ fow cases, and in view of the necessity
for putting the courts and sltar with some reference to the existing rock vasmd
and ioultl!rtli the fpdifference of the apcients to & few degrees more or less,
the polnt oannot be pressed,

. rﬁ-‘ H‘ﬂ&cw.. P
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‘;;rron practioally all of the altars the rising sun can be seen, The view thore-
fore that the altars are orientated with reference to the sun seems morg probas

ple than that they were arranged to face Mt, Hor.

15, Another point of considerstle ieportance is the relation of the places of
worship to the towmbs, What we know of ancient and modern castows in the Bass,
showe that there was a strong desire to bury the dead near some holy spot, And
there wae a corresponding tendency to build plsces of worship near the tompe for
the holding of fuseral rites and meworisl feaste and services, Theee tendencies
correspond to our custom of buryipd in the churchyard, and ouflding chapels in
our cemetaries,
It ie provadly the first of these tendencise that is exemplified in the
Grsat High Place, There is every reason to believe that ite site has been sacred
from the remotéat antiquity, Nothing ie nor; persietent than the sscredness of
8 holy spot. GEspires and religions may come and go, put the sacred sites are
handed down from oje to another, The moet desperate efforte of reformers, extend-
ing to the doliberate defilement of the altars with the pones of the slaughtered
priests, soarpely aveiled to stasp out in lerael the bhigh place worship which
the Jews practiced in the spote which they had taken fros the Caapsnites, The
tesple site in Jerusalea is & good example of the peraistence of a sanctuary
. through many Changes, Tradition makes Mt Voriah the spoi where Abraham was
about to offer Tsaac., The present rock with the oave underneath, and the opean~-
E. ing {n the top is remarkably like a prehistoric place of worehip st Cezer. "

. Ertteresstsrendrannmnee

* of. FJR0,0, 1803, It fs interosting aleo to compare the deeoription of the
pillars, eaclosurs, snd earlfer cup-shaped cuttinge in the rook, oages, etc, st
geser with the places of worship st Petrs, The ones st Cozer seex more primitive,
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It is & reasonedle supposition that the Jobueites had some s#nctusry oo this,
the higbo?t spot in Jorusales § before David took the city snd oullt his altar
thers. Solomon built his temple on the sase spot, and ever since, through the
sucoeasive destructions of the city, and under the various religions and races
that have held the ofty, the spol hae resained sscred, Jew, Bpgdap, Roman, Ared,
frank, Turk, bave all built altars here. To this day, Jews, wyosless ard Chrietians
regard the sito as sacred, Thie suggests the probable history of the Creat High
Place at Petra, In the earliest times we =ay suppoec bhat there was a sanctuary
there,~ rude in its appointments perhaps, with some fore of a sacred enclosure,
with an upright pillar for an altar apd a repraaentniion of deity, The Natatoans
on cosing in would then have found the site already esaored, and would have enter-
ed into the use of it along with the reet of their new posseseions . We neod not
suppose that the prcaont.olnbornta form of the High Place was the original one,
Savignao * would date the present fors fro the isportant refgo of Aretas IV, wher
¢o such vuilding was done, There ln-nalhlng nowever about it which could not pere
fectly well date from the pericd of the carlieet tomos, The sole point to deters
sine a date ie the fect that there wae no longer eny soruple tpth gl‘:;&&ﬂl the
gltar and the obelisks,

There are however wore thes twenty similar high places in other parte of the
pity. [t does not seom likely that all these wore of egual antiguity or impore
tance, They seem to have peen added ae the expansion of the population made it
necessary to utilize new parts of the valley, In cosparing these we note;

The mt High Place and the Triple Gigh Place are sore complete then moat
of m ﬂbtm they are on comsanding ominences, and are approached by a large
" pusber of elaborate lilllﬂnll- Surely those two, st least, mey claiw to rank nﬁ
mnn sanctoaries, gonaine high places of great satigquity acd importmnce,

ovﬁﬂ-ﬁM "
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The mounteins which are topped with these t&iotnnrlo- nr; filled with tomb outitings
tings, bul these were provably put Lhere to share the sanctity that already ate
tached to the high places, In IT W 28;15,15, we find, " Josiah orake down the
altar that was at Eetnel, and the high place, -= And as Josish turned himself,

he spied the sepulchres that were there in the sount.-" Rz, 48:7,Y seems to re-

fer to tne purial of cortain of the Kings of Judah mesr ihe f#ézple. [Ihe ten-

dau’u {a strong today, for thousands of Jews iie puried on the slopes of W,

_'nnd sany come from distant lands to die in the Holy City, in order that

g
their last resting place may be noar Lhe Holy Wount, The desire to be buried in

the churchyard, ér'under the very altar is a custom that roots vack im the same
lﬁptlnot.

But there was a similar, but distinot, tepiency to puild some place of
worship in the Nekropolie. In Grnok..ao-un and Egyptian usage it was the rule
to make provlllon for worship and semorial feaste at Lhe tombs, Sometimes the
toxb bhaaoor was used for this purpose, the todies oeing buried in chambers that
opened from the main one., . Sowme such conneotion may be traced between the lese
lupnrtnut places of worsnip at Fers and the tomwbs that sarround thom. There
fe no considerable section of the city that has not some rock court ganctuary.
There was always a preference for rajeed upotn, put the placing of many of the
plnbil of uorchlp seems to have been diatinotly limited by reference to the
surrounding groap of tombe,

e msy conclude then that certain of the more conepicuous and oh&om of

fﬁt& places of worehip at Petra wers pudlic sanctusries; [igh Places in the ;nnpb
er sense. of gm + They were prodably on the eites of sncient m’» :hrtw

tnptq ‘wers ulls as near ae possicle to thoa in order to share thc"ﬁlldtiir .
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The other less olsoorito, less prominent, apd lees aoouuelo placea of worship
Jliore wade primarily with reference to the tombs, and way be regarded ss mortuary
chapele, where funoral rites were celevrated, and commemorative feaste were
held, 1Indeed, certain chambers seem to combine the features of a place of.-or-
ship and a tomd. 1n one excavation near the I'reasury- nawed the ® Coudbcil Chasber
there i an indoor counterpart of the outdoor rock courts, -it; the ledge like
& seat, Tnere are s number of other esimilar ones, in one at least of which there

fe 2 loculus for a pody. And in one whioh we found in the lower Sik, we discover-

ed o numper of inaoripttona, corewemorative of certain people.

Thie olonea the discussion of Petra, so far as my present knowledge is
'oancornod.— I regret that when I visited {t' T d4id not know a8 much sbout the
history and religign of the Kabateans aes I have been able to find out eince. On
the other hapnd, I should not bave had enough interest in the subject to study
it at all, apart from the inspirstjon of haviny eeen the puins of the town. I
hope some day to.vi;lt F¥ady Mousa again, to try to get more decisive evidence

L]

on some of thir doubtful pointe,

S

Additionel notes on burial.
"1~ On the Akropolis hill, above the Kisr, ie an unususl fors of tomb, which

‘ glosely resembles s Roman ™ columbarius®., This i¥ the only one of the kind, 80
far as [ can learn,

‘2. 8trabo pakes a very strange statement about the buriasl custowms of the Naba=

tonns. He umln g.du dpodvrat 7 vekpl clpete - TS kal
- #epk Teds FopbTIO Tl Koy $003 Bavihils
Iio l&aGOIont ll manifestly untrue; but Clermont-Canneau has suggested how the
" mistake arose, frow confusion betseen the lunm word mmlu gm y

‘,"'.‘NMMtloﬂm SRR e b
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Additional note: thara has been a good deal of discuseion se to the charnctar ;
of IOl! of the more fmportant monuments, such me the Treasury, the Deir and some
of tho mora ellboratt wonuments in the easterp wall, ire they tombs, or tooplia?
ﬂiﬁi% There {a no quastion that a najuriiy of all the etosvntlonn- sll indeed except
: the few lndioata&- were tombs, This creates the preasmption that aven theee more
;7;‘ olsborgta ones were also tombs. Onp the other hand, they seem too elaborate for
ST e feade of any Indfvidual. The Deir too has such an wnususl cutting on the
: . back wall that it scems almoet certain that it was used for woeship. Robinson
Sums up the situation very well:

L "#as this( the Treasury) a temple, or merely a dwelling for ;he dead? There

Is nothing in the monusent itself to detersine this question. But if any of the

wonderful structures of this place may be considered as temples, | should regard
" this ms one. ™ " Yet not all the structures, T think, wers sepulohral, Sore of
{“4  the latger and more splendid were probably temples of the sods, The facility
:f end beauty with which the facades of monuments oould te sculptured in the rocks
. u{iut’iaqily suggest tﬁe idea of constructing fanse for the gode in like menner,

| l;d such excavated temples were not unknown in ®gypt. " (11, 133, 142,)




