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ABSTRACT
This survey purports to look into the mental deva
elopment of Lebanese childremn, aged five to nine. The
method selected cogsists of the qualitative analysis of
children’s responses to sixteen vocabulary items from the
Attiyyeh Preliminary Test of Intelligence.
Hypotheses: The three hypotheses the survey tested

are:
1- There is no gualitative change in the thinking of chilg-
ren from year to another between the ages five to néne.
2- There is no qualitative differ&nce between the thinking
of children belonging to different social classes.
3- There is no qualitative difference in the responses given
by children of all age groups to different kinds of concepts.
Sample: The sample consists of 260 Beiruti children,
equally divided into ecach of the five age groups, five to
nine, The 52 children constituting each group are the di-
vided into the following:
—= 13 Moslem males
-—= 13 Moslem females
—= 13 Christian males
-= 13 Christian females
Bach of the above 13 children are further subdivided into

into social class groups to which they belong, in the foll-

owing manner:
== 2 to the high social class

-~ 5 to the middle social class
—— 6 to the low social class
13

Instruments: Two instruments were used in this study:

1- The list of sixteen words in the vocabulary section of the
Attiyyeh 1.0, test.



2= A list of five qualitative classifications, to which each
of the responses was subjected.

Results: All three Null hypotheses were rejected.
Changes were found to exist between the thinking of children
belonging to different age groups. Social class membership
was also found to have a definite effect on thinking, gene-
rally discriminating between the middle clsss children and ea
each of the high and low class children. Finally, different
kinds of concepts were found to dicatate the use of answers
differin; in quality from one kind of concept to the other.

Conclusion: The final chapter c#nsisted of observa-

tions that might explain the results arrived at. All of the
expdlanations belong in the realm of speculation, and can
serve as hypotheses for further testing.

A small section was included zbout the practical

educational value of the results,
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H. Fiefel and I. Lorge "Qualitative Differences
in the Vocabulary Responses of Children" in Journal of
Educational Psychology, Vol. 41, 1950, pp. 2-3.
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S. Asch and H. Nerlove, "The Development of Douhle-
Function Terms in Children: An Exploratory investigation” in
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