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PREFACE

The object of this paper is to describe the
trade in slaves which was carried on in Egypt and the
Sudan, and between these and the adjacent regions, dur-
ing the nineteenth century down to the Mahdist revolu-
tion and the British oceupation of Egypt. Much is known
of the campaign carried on under the auspices of the
viceroys of Egypt to put an end to this trade as it exist-
ed in the regions of the Upper Nile after about 1860,
But just as a great deal of attention has been paid to
this aspect of the trade, so there has bdeen a corres-
ponding dearth of interest in the trade carried on in
these regions during the years before 1860. It would
seem, in fact, that no sericus study of this subject
exists in English, although there is an abundance of ma-

terial on which such a study could draw,

This paper attempts to begin to fill this
lack. In it we shall discuss the slave-~trade as it exist-
ed throughout the whole period from, roughly, the begin-
ning of the century down tc the 1880s. We shall des?rihe

the various circumstances in which certain people were
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reduced to slavery, and the means by which they were
transported to market and sold, matters into which we
shall go in some detail. But since the glave-trade of
this period carnnot be full& understood without reference
to the campaign alreaiy mentioned ito abolish it, we have
described the main outlines of this undertaking, a mat-
ter which, howsver, has already bteen the subject of de-

teiled investigation and discussion.

The area in which this slave-trade was centered
wag of course the valley of the Nile, which had from anti-
quity been an important avenue of traffic in slaves be-
tween inner Africa and Egypt. Two areas adjacent to the
Nile walley properly speaking also contributed in large
neasure to this comnerce, Darfur, t¢ the west of the Nile,
and Ethiopia, to the eagt, and we gshall consider the cir-
cumstances of the slave-trade in these countries as well,

in so far as they affected trade with the Nile valley.

A brief word should be said on the rendering of
Arapic names. In this I have followed & commonsense me-
thod of adhering fairly closely to the accepted mode of
transliteration in regard to persoral rnemes, while spell-
ing several tribal and place-nahes according to the way

they are best known in the woxrld at large,
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ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS

It would appear that ro study exists in English
of the slave-trade carried on between Egypt and other
perts of North-east Africa during the whole period of
the nineteenth century; the present paper is an atfempt
to begin to remedy this lack., In it we shall discuss the
places wherein, and the means by which, the slaves were ob-
tained, the circumstances in which they were conveyed to

market, and the manner of sellinz then.

Slavery had long been a common feature of society
in all the countries of North-east Africa, Owing to seve-
ral circumstances, however, the slave population was not
self-renewing, and fresh supplies of slaves had continually
to be imported for the markets of Egyrt and the Sudan, Be-
canse Muslim tradition did not countemnance the enslavement
either of Muslims, or cf mon-Muslims living in Muslim ter-
ritory, it was customary to obtain these fresh supplies
from amongat the pégan and Christian peoples who dwelt on
the southern berderland fringes of the Sudan, beyond the
linits of effective Muslim rule, The slave-trade was car—
ried on by Sudanese jallabs,.or slave-traders, who ob-
taired their weres in a number of vays. One of these_was

by purchase from the peoples of the borderlands themselves.
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The population of the borderlands was fragmented into a
maltitude of tribes and sects who were constantly at war
anongst themselves. In the course of this warfare nu-
merous prisoners were takeﬁ and reduced to slavery, and
many of these were eold t¢ the itinerant jallabs from the
Sudan, generally in return for articles of small vealue

like glass beads,

Another source of slaves arose from the warfare
directed against the borderland pesoples not only by the
nomad tribes, but also by the 'sedentary! states, of the
Sudan proper. Among the latter, the most prominent in
this regard was no doubt the 'Turco-Egyptian' govern-
ment of the Sudan, whose armies, better armed and orga-
nized than the forces of the indigenous Sudanese sultan-
ates, were able to impose themselves on the peoples of
the bordsrlands more effectively than those of the indi-
genous statesg had bgen. In the course of the warfare
carried on by all these agencies, largemnbers of slaves
were seized, many of vhom, again, were disposed of to the

glave-dezlers,

Iarge numbers of slaves were alsc furnished to
the trede by the activity of the Sudanese settlers in the
Urper Nile basins of the Bahr 81-Ghazal and the Bahr
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al-Jatal. The Sudanese settlements were established in
those regions during the years after 1855, in consequence

of corditions of the ivory trade, PFor it was in search of
ivory, not of slaves, that fhe first traders had penetrated
into the Upper Nile regionms, which had been virtually un-
known to the outside world before 1840. Owing to certain
circumstances, however, these traders, some of them Euro-
peans , were eventually eompelled to undertake raids for
glaves and other plunder in order to avoid bankruptecy. The
traderm established settlements of armed servants whose
function was to carry om this activity, as well as to con-
tinue to obtain ivory om their behalf, The settlements soon
possessed considerable mumbers of slaves taken in the course
of reils on the pagan tribes, and slave-traders came in

large numbers from the Sudan to buy from the settlers.

The slaves acquired by the jallabe from all these
sources in the borderlands were conveyed over a number of
routes (several of which had been used as avenues of trade for
a very long tine before the nineteenth century) to markets
in the Sudan and Egypt. OConditions of travel on these roads
vere often arduous for the slaves., This was especially true

of travel across the deserts which cover so large a part of
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the Budan, The lot of the slaves oxr this Journey was not
made easier by the treatment given them by their trader-
masters, men of generally unzenial character to whom the
well-being of their chargeé was often less important than
matters of profit and loss. In respect of security, how-
ever, conditions of travel after the Egyptian conguest

were much better than they haid been before it, owing to

the ruthless repression of bandits 2nd other marauders near
the sowns and along the main roads. It was due to this
hitherto unknown security, ani to the opening up of the Su-
danese Nile to shipping that a considerable expansion took
place in Sudanese trade during the Bgyptian period, includ-

irg, as far as we can judge, the trade in slaves.

Slave-markets existed in all the major towns of
Egyyt and the Sudan, and in meny smaller centres; indeed,
in the Sudan the slave-trade seems to have been one of the
most important branches of dommerce. The value of the slaves
sold in these markets varied according to their sex, age,
and tribal ¢r ethnic origin. Young slaves were valued above
older ones, and females sbove males, whilst members of cer-
tain tribal groups, such as the Gallas of Ethiopia, were
held to have virtues which pleced them in a2 class above most

other slaves. A group of slzves of some special interest



vere the eunuchs, the 'making' of whom during much of

the nineteenth century was centred in Upper Egypt.

Three features of the slaves'! life in Bgypt con-
tributed to maintaining the demand for slaves from the in-
verior of Africe. These were: first, their high rate of
nortality; second, their low birth-rate; and third, the
videspread practice of emancipating slaves after a period
of geveral years of servitude, These things all contribu=-
ted to the constant diminution of the slave population, a
diminution which, together with the more or less constant
demand, inevitably stimulated activity on the part of the

jallabe and their suppliers in the southern borderlands.

Under the influence of Western ideas and of Bri-
tish diplomatic pressure, the Tirst step towards curbing
the slave-trade in the territories under Egyptian control
was taken in 1854 by the Ottoman vicerocy of Egypt, Muhammad
Sa'id Pasha, when He forbade the importation of slaves into
his doninions. This decree remained largely a dead-letter,
however, and it was left to Muhammad Sa'id's successor, Is-
na'il Pasha, to take more positive measures in this direc-
tion., Although there is some convincing evidence that Is-

ra'il was sincere in his professed intention of endiﬁg the
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slave-traffic, the fact that the measures he took to this
end were so closely associated with his expansionist ambi-
tions, has laid him open to the charge that his programme
for repressing the trade wﬁs nothing more than a screen for

those ambitions.

Igsma'il Pasha held that the slave-trade might be
destroyed most easily by putfing it down in its place of
origin, the borderlznd areasto the south of the Sudan., He
dispatched two FEngl ishmen, Sir Samuel Baker and Charles
George Gordon, to tre Sudan, in 1869 and 1874, respective-
ly, to try and carry out this repression. While Baker had
little success, Gordon was more fortunate, and in 1877 he
wes appointed Govermor-General of the Egyptian Sudan, in
which post he was atle to do much to put down the trade in

that country.

But the definitive end of the slave-commerce was
brought about not Py Isma'il's policy, but by the Mahdist
revolution in the S$udan, which ended most commercial inter-
coursée between that country and Egypt for some time, and by
the occupation of Egypt by Britain. It was under the auspi-
ces of the latter Power that strict measures were enforced in
Egypt, and later, after 1898, Lﬁ the Sudangagainst the trade

in slaves,
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INTRODUC? ION

THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL BACKGROUND
The Political Background

The area of the North-East Africa whose trade in
elaves is the subject of this essay consists, broadly
spearing, of three distinct regions, viz, Egypt, the
eastern reaches of the geographical Sadan, and Ethiopia.
The geographicael Sudan, the Bilad al-Sudan of the mediae-
val Nuslim geographers,l is that "chain of trans-Saharan
Muslin principalities stretching across Africa on the bor-
der Yetween Arab and African cultures."a The term 'Sudan'
"in its full semse includes the whole of this great belt
of territory, extending from the¢ Red Sea to the Atlantic."3
[n this paper, the term will be used in a more resiricted
sencge, to denote the region between the Red Sea and the
western frontiers of Darfur, with which the very greatest

proportion of Egypt's slave-trade with the geographical

1p.M. Holt, The Mahdist State in the Sudan 1881-
1898 (Oxford: Clarendon ess, De ereafter cited
as Mahdist State)

°Ybid.

31bid.




Sudan was carried on, and which came under Egyptian

rule in the coarse of the nineteenth century. The term
'Ethiopia' is used in this paper to denote the territory
of what is today the Empire of Ethiopia, with the excep-
tion of the Ogaden and other lowland regions in the south-
east of the Empire, which are excluded because they seem
to have played little if any part in the slave-trade
carried on between Ethioprda and Egypt.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Egypt,
or a great part of it, was occupied by a Prench army,
which however was withdrawn in 1801. There followed a
struggle for pover between the Cttoman viceroy of Egypt,
who was the Sultan's representative, varicus members of the
Manluk nilitary aristocracy (whose members were recruited
fronw slaves sent largely from the Caucasus), and Muhammad
'Ali, the capable commander of a corps of Macedonian (or
Albendian) troops. The laeet tried to make the best of the
sitwuation by giving his support mow to one, now to another,
of the various other contenders for power. After a complex
series ¢f manoeuvrings, Muhammad 'Ali succeeded in having
himself nominated viceroy of Egypt by the Porte, with the
title of Pasha. Although his position at the time of .his

elevation seemed anything but secure, the mew viceroy was



resolved to meintain his newly-acquired authority. To
acconplish 3his, by no means easy, object, mhe brought to
bear great energy and an unusual keenness of vision. For
he understood, as few others of nis contemporaries appear
to have done, the importance of re-organizing much of the
machinery of the State and of the economy, i! the superior
military power of the European States was to be successfully
resisted, He did not hesitate to draw upon European

me thods eand European technicians of various kinds to carry
out the reforms which he projected; and after 1815, he
enjoyed the services of a number of French ammy officers

who zssisted in the modernization of his military forces.

Although the threat of attack, either from Europe
or from Constantinople, which he had feared im the early
years of his reign diminished, Muhammad 'Ali became aware
of the grestly dncreased military capability which his re-
organizsations had afforded him. He decided to take a step
which he thought might strengthen his power still further;

this step was the conquest of the Sudan.

The political condition of the Sudan dn the period
shortly before the invasion by the wviceroy 's sarnies was in
fact ome which might well have tempted an expansionist ruler

in Egypt. In principle, all the territory along the Nile



from Hannak, below 01d Dongola,4 to Fazughli, and between
the File and the Red Sea (excepting the port of Suakin) was
the domain of the Funj Kingdom, whose capital was at
Senn.ar.5 This Xkingdom, established, it is now believed,
about 1504.6 began to show signs of serious breakdown

about 1760, when the ruling sovereign was reduced to a
cipher, and a proiracted struggle began for the supremacy
in the ruling ggiig,T Under these circumstances, the
various vassal rulers (mukuk, sing. nakk, commonly referred
to as mek) along the Nile began to assert themselves.

None of them ever apparently expliciily repudiated the
overlordiship of Sennar. But the acecount we have from John
Lewis Burckhardt, a Swiss who travelled from Egypt to
Suekin by way of Berber and Shendi in the guise of a Tur-
kieh merchant, in 1814, makes it clear that the meks consi-
dered their vasselage to Senmnar as nominal only, being

content to render homage to the suzerain, and to receive

4P.M. Holt, A Moderm Histoxry of the Sudan from the
Punj Sultanate to the Present Day !Eonﬁon: Weidenfeld and
ﬂlcolacn, 1961) p. 24 (hereafter cited as Modern History)

5James Bruce of Kimnaird, Travels to Discover the
Source of the Nile (Edinburgh: Ruthven, s PDe -80.
Holt, loe. cit., p. 20 ' -

6O.G.S. Crawford The Lingdom of Sennar,
(Gloucester: J. Bellows, 19 p. 329,

7Holt, loc. cit., pp. 22-3



their investiture from him.®

The nomnad tribes of the region, too, felt the
weakening of the central power. James Bruce, who travelled
irom Gondar in Abyssinia to Egypt by way of Sennar in 1772,
emphesizes the increasing lawlessness of the tribes, and
the adverse effect of this upon trade in the area of the
Sud anese HLle.g The depredations of the tribes became so
great that considerable numbers of people in the riverain

towns were moved to quit their homes and emigrate.

Many of these went to live in Darfur. This was a

Maslim Sultanate whose dynasty had established itself

possibly about the year 1640.1°

By 1787, it was sufficient-
ly strong to have conquered Kordofan from its ruling dynasty
and to have held it down to 1821, This conguest was shortly
followed by the reign of the Sultan 'Abd al-Rahman al-Rashid,
& time of pxogress in both cultural and commercial develop-

11

ment. This developﬂent was stimulated by the immigration

BJohm lewis Burckhardt, 2ravels in Nubia (London:
<, Murray, 1819) pp. 211, 278.

IBruce, loc. cit., pp. 530, 536

10501, loec. cit., p. 26

Lypig., p. 27



into the country of people from the Sudanese Nile.12

These people worked in Darfur as merchants and .v.u-tis.ans.13
Ve learn from W. G. Browne, an Engliskman who visited
Darfur betweem 1793 and 1796, that although they came

from many tovns along the lulfn,l4 the larget single group
of them seemed to have come from Upper Nubia, especially
from the regions of Dongola and the Mahass.15 Many others
visited Kordofan end acted as middlemen between that coun-
try and Darfur, and batween Kordofan and Egypt. Among
these too, the predominance of Nublians, especially Danagla

(Danagla, sing. Dunmgulawi or Dongolawi, natives of Dungula,

or Dongolsa) seems to have been marked.16

The growing anerchy of the Punj territories in the

late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries may well

mw. G. Browne, Travels in Africa, Egyrpt and Syria
from the Yeaxr 1792 to 1798 (London: Uadeli, avie and Long-
nar, 1799} p. 241. -

1p4a.

L41pia,
51via., pp.2e1-2

leEdward Rippell, "Voyages en Nubie, en Kordofan et
dans 1'Arabie peirée," Nouvelles Anvales de Voyages, IV
(1836), 169-70.




have been ome of Muhammad 'Ali's motivee for undertaking
the conquest of those regions.l7 Two even stronger

motives were probably the desire to obtain slavee for

8

his army and to procure a reliable supply of goLd.l The

Sudan had furnished slaves to Egypt since antiquity, and the
vicerty, like other Muslim rulers before him,l9 conceived

the idea of organizing an arny of slave troops, which he

2

wculd have trained cn European lines, 0 Muhammad 'Ali

also believed that gold might be found in the Sudan in

abundance, an idea which was "his constant obsession from

early manhcod to old age.“21

In September of 1820, an arny under Muhammad ‘'Ali's

third son, Isma'il Kamil Pasha, struck down the Nile towards

22

Sennar. In June of the following year, Isma'il received

the submission of the last of the Funj kings.23 A month

1TRdichard Hill, Bgypt in the Sudan 1820-1881 (London:
Oxford University Press, %%E@l p.7 (Lereafter clted as Egypt

in the Sudan)

Ibid.

198. Brunschvig, "'Avd," E.I.,(2nd ed,) I, 33.
2oBurckhardt, loc. cit., 'pp. 341-2

2lpi11, op. cit., p. 7
221414, p. 9

23 1bid., p. 10



later, another force, led by Muhanmad Bey the Defterdar

(the chief fiscal official in Bzypt), marched southwards
tc invade Kordofan. The Defterdar's possession of fire-
armse enabled him easily to.iefeat the troops of the Dar-
furian governmor of Kordofam, and in August he nsade his

ertry into the capital, Bl 0beid (al-'Ubayyid),.2%

During these two canpaigns, the viceroy in Cairo
emphasized to his commanders the urgert necessity of their
procuring male negro slaves fit to be enrolled in his ar-
my. In August of 1822, for example, he wrote to Isma'il
Pagha in this sense:

Mon tui, en vous a1 éguant a ces regions,... en

nlqgan* dans votre tuite ces effectifs importants,

++e €31 de nous procurer les negres dont nous a-

vons besoin et de deg faire venir aux casernes

d 'Assouan..., C'est la notre degir le plus cher...
A nos yeux, les négres utiles A notre service ont

la valeur des bijoux, en raison des circonstances...

He had alrsady written to the Defterdar in December, 1821:

Comze i1 est évident jue rotre but en vous char-
geart.,. d'ane mizsion et de travaux aussgi diffi-
ciles..., ept de reunir le plus grand nombre pos-
gible de négres, ... moys vous demsndons de dgploy-
er toute votre activite afin de réunir ces noirs
et de les envoyer au fur et b mesure, en adop-
tant comme dev;se le mot: Courage. N'ayez

24]:bid.o, P 12, ) -

25&bdin Palace Archives, Ma'iyet-i seniye, Muham-

mad *Ali to the Ser'asker of the -Sulen, 17/V 22, quoted

Georges Douin, Histoire du Soudan é tien, Vol, I La
2. ’ e

gtration (Cairo: Imprimeric de 17Instita frangais dTar-

chgologie orientale, 1944), p. 283 (hereafter cited as la
Péndtration).

25



(¥l

aucune crainte,.,; attaquez, frappez et
prenezt?

The glaves recruited in response to these in-
junctions were obtained in raids on the pagan tribes of the
Sudan's southern fringe, or taken from their former masters
ir payment of taxes.27 But despite the energy_shown in this
regard by his generals, the viceroy's plans for a slave-
army did not come to pass; thé slaves taken died in thou-
sands, and Muhamwad 'Ali had to look elsewhere for the main

28

body of his recruits. Hewever, the slave-raids then car-

ried on against the pagans presag=ad future events.

A revolt against the conquerors occurred in the
autumn cf 1822, set off by the slaying of Isma'il Pa-
sha at Shendi, But this rising was put down ruth-
leasly by the Defterdar,29 vho, in retalia-

tion for the marder, razed +the town of Shendi,30

26 i - .

Abdin Palace Archives, Mz'iyet-i seniye, Muham-
mad 'Ali to the Ser'asker of Ko%do?an, IO7XTT7T§?1, quoted
in Douin, op.cit., p. 305.

2Tp.1. Eolt, Bgyot and the Fertile Crescent 1516-

1922: a Political History (london: longmans Green and Go.,
Igbﬁf, P. 182. (Hereafter cited as Pertile Crescent.)

Ibid,

298113, op.cit., pp. 16-17.

K -

’OGeorges Douin, Higtoire du régne du Khédive Is-
mail, Vel. III: IL'Bmpire africain, part | (Cairo: lmprime-
Tie de 1'InstituT frangais d archéologie du Caire, 1936),
p. 5. (Vel. IIL of this work is hereafter cited as L'Empire
africain,) .




10

and vreaked devastation generally throughout the terri-
tory dominated by the Ja'liyin tribe (whose center Shendi
was],31 between the Atbara confluence and the Sabaluqa
Gorge, a short distance downstream from the confluence

of the Blue and White Niles.32 Large numbers of Ja‘liyin
fled from their homes and were dispersed through all

parts of the Sud.an.33 Many of them became pedlars and
petiy merchants. They were most active "in the borderlands
between the Aradb and the ncn-Arab tribes, particularly

in Kordofan and Darfur, where they acted as intermediaries

in the slave-trade." 4

By 1826, the newly-conquered regions seemed suffi-
ciently tranquil for military government to be replaced
by civilian.’? With the arrival at the newly-founded town
of Ehartoun in 1826 of 'Ali Khurshid Agha, later first
Governor-General of the Egyptian Sudan, a new epoch may be

36

said to have opened. Under the rule of the viceroy (or

51411, op.cit., 16-17

32I-lolt, Modern History, p. 7

33IJouin, loc. cit.

54E01t, Mahdist State, p. 10

35H01t, Modern History, p. 50
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rather, of his lieutenants), the Sudan achieved a certain
degree of stability,37 and plems were made for a further
expansion of the Egyptien sphere. In 1839, at the vice-
roy's commend, an expedition w=s sent up the White Nile,
beyond al-Ais, the limit of Egyptian control, on a voyage
of exp‘brr:ﬁ:.ior:n.38 Two more expeditions followed in 1840
and 1841.39 A1lthough the expeditions received a cold
reception fron the main tribes along the White Nile, the
Nuer and the IJ:'mlq:aa.,d'O they received a very friendly welcome
from the tribes along the Eahr al-Jabal,41 especially from
tne important Bari tribe, who resceived them very cordial-

42

ly. Muhammad 'Ali conceived that a profitable trade might

be opened with these up-river regions, and that there might

37Hill, op. eit., 35-46

38Ricl1ard Gray, A History of the Southern Sudan
1839-1889 (Lemdon: Oxford University Press, 1961), PpP. 8,

16-18
391vid., pp. 18-19
401v14., p. 17

41The White Nile may be said to be that extent of
the river from the mouth of the Blue Nile to the mouth of
the Sobat. Frxrom the latter poirt. southwards to Lake Albert,
the river is commonly kncwn as the Bahr al-Jabal. Cf. Georg
Schweinfurth, The Heart of Africa (3rd ed. abr. London: Samp-
son, Low, Marston, Searle and Rivington Ltd.[no date]) I,7.

42Gray, op. cit., pp. -1'?-19
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well be deposits ¢f precious metals to be exploited.43

But after the failure of his !yrién adventure in
1841, the viceroy seems tc have lost interest in expansion

in the Nile regiors south of the Sudan.44

Instead, the
initiative in opening the southern areas passed mainly in-
to the hands of the Buropear merchant community in Khar-
toum, whe were especially irterested in the ivory traﬂe.45
Yo further serious attempte to penetrate into the south
were o be made by the Government until the reign of Khe-
dive ITsma'il,

The occupation of the Sudarese Nile brought Egypt
into direct contact with Ethiopia, This great region was
not as now united under the autheority of a single govern-
ment, a conditien which has only come to paes in the last
eighty years.46 Established in the thirteenth century, the
Ethiopian empire "had mever in its history been a truly ho-
moganecus political unity, bat rather a confederation of

w41

principalities. .. The heart of this ancient polity was

the highland region of Abyssinia, that is, the principalities

O1pia., 1. 19.
*1via., p. 20.

O1pid., po. 21-9.
7.5, Trininehan, Jslam in Bthiopia (ond ed.: Ton-
don, Prank Cass and Co. Ltd,, 19b6%), PD. EET—BB. -

Y 1pia., wo. 65, 108, .
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of Tigrai, Amhara, Gojam, and Snoa,46 whose people adnered
to Monophysite Ghristianity.49 In the later eigh-
teenth century, tne power of tne emperors had so far
declined, due to diverse circumstances, that it was lar-
gely inetfective even in thne Abyssinian ne&rtland.so

The period from 1770 to 1855 witnessed a time of unusual
anarchy in Abyssinia and in Ethiopia generally. The
constituent parts of Abyssinia came under the control of
warlord chisttains who waged constant wartare among them-
selves. Thse general confusion reminded one traveller of

medizeval Europe ia the throes of bparonial feudalism,

when the great barons were followed to war

by all born on their lands, by lesser chiefs
under their intluence and protectiom, and by
their followers. Allowing for the yoverty

of the country, and the less stern and fero-
cious character of its innabitants, you have,
in the military ot Abyssinia, the picture of
those times,

Not only was there continual fighting among the

Abyssinlan chiettains themselves, but between these and

8rhid,, pa

e

49T bid., pp. 24-9

5OIbid., pPp. LO7-8

blwalter Plowden, Travels in Abyssinia and the
Galla Countr with an Account of @ Nission Lo Ras Ali in
1648, (Londome Longmans, Green and Co., 1863), p. 51.
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numercus otner peoples and tribes in the countries

o2 and to an even

adjacent to the Abyssinian nighlands,
greater degree, it would appear, among those peoples and

tribes tnemaelvea.53 Tnis condition was further aggra-

vated by raids upon Abyssinian and other Bthiopian terri-
tory,not only by nomad tribes tritutary to the viceroy

o4 but vy the torces of the Egyptian Government

of Egypt,
itself.55 Phe striking degree of anarchy im the region

is evident from the accounts of contemporary observers.bb

But & reaction to this condition o¢ccurred, partly
in consequence of the bEgyptian occupation of the Sudan
and the menace to their independence whick the Abyssinians
Telt this inpiied.b? A new leader arose, Kkasa, the ener-

getic "pandit nephew of the hereditary chiet of i&wara,"58

52 .
Ibid., pp. 8, 20, 22 and EasalmJ J. Lewis Krapf,

Travels, Researches and Missionary Lavours, durineg an Eigh-
teen Years' lesidence in castern Africa ( London: érubner &

Co., 1860, p. 27

b3E.C. ¥8, Consul Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa,
Y,/ VI1l/ 1854 .

245 0. Y9, Plowden to Clerendon, Nassawa, 4/III/
1855,

°%F.0. Y9, Plowden to Clarendon, Nogos, 29/III/1854.

563 .0. ¥8 Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa, 9/VII/1854.
Krapf, op.cit., pp. 27, 46, 65.

57Trimingham, op.cit., pp. 108, 115-16

281pi3., p. 108
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who after defeating the greater warlords, was crowned
Enperor as Theodore III in 1855.59 But the feudal magnates
were not wholly subdued, nor were the warlike (alla tribes-
men who had settled in Abyssinia, and Theodore's reign

was largely occupied in warfare with these elementa.6o
In consequence of & sericus misunderstanding with the

61

British Government, a British expeditionary force invaded

the country and successfully stormed Theodore's citadel
in 1868, Mheodore himself committed suicide,®? and the

country relapsed into something lLike its former diaorder.63

While Abyssinia was thus declining, the viceroy
of Egypt, now Khedive®® Isma'il Pasha (1863-1879), was
planning a great expansion of his territories. In 1869,
he dispateched an expedition to amnex the basin of the Bahr
el-Jabal between Gondokoro and the Albert Nyanza, and to

repress the slave-trade in those regions. In the early

29 1bia.
©01bid., p. 119

6l1bia,

Ibid. - .

6} 1via., p. 120

B4 \Lredive’ was a title granted the viceroy by the
Sultan in 1867. Holt, Fertile Crescent, p. 196.
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18708, the Lhedive took steps to extend his authority,

at least nominally, over much of the vast region of

the Bahr al-Gnazal, that landlof a multitude of small

rivers, "draining the south-western plain and originating

in the ironstone plateau which forms the Nile-Congo divide."65
In 1874, more by accident than by design, he was able to

add Darfur to his possessions.

A flourishing trade in slaves was carried on in
the Sudan, as will be seen, and Khedive Isma'il hoped to
repress it, He had already employed a European to this
end when he had placed the expedition of 1869 under the
conmand of Sir Samuel Baker. In 1877 he went much further
and appointed another Briton as Governor-General of the Su-
dan. This vwas Charles George Gordom, a colonel in the
British Arny, who as Governor-General pursued the slave-
traders with relentless energy. But slavery was, at this
time, an essential part of the Sudamese economy, and
Gordon's reypreseion of the trade which supplied it had
serious repercussions on the whole of Sudanese society.
These repercussions might have been less seriocus had the
Khedivial govermment been strong and energetic enough to

pursue this policy for a considerable period of time. But

ssﬁolt, Moderm History, p. 4
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Gordon's tzrm of office ccincided with the bankruptey of

the Bgyptian Govermment in 18T6, owing to the Khedive's
improvident expenditure, This led to an ircreasing control
of the Government by Iszatil’s Buropean creditors, which

in its twrn led to a shevp rise in xenophobic feeling a-
mong the Ezyptian population and in the arnmy. After the
Porte's deposition of the Khedive in 1879 at the instance

2>f tke Powers, and his replacenent by the weax Tawfiq Pasha,
a chain of events occurred which led to the occupation of

Egypt by British troops in 1882,

Vhile Egypt was thus convualsed, 1ittle éttention

¢ould be spared for the Sudan. There the stresses caused

2y Gordon's neasures to end the slave-trade, together with a
web of other eircumstance3,66 led to a rebellion against E=-
gyptian rule, The revelt was led by a religious teacher
named Muhannad Ahmad, vho claimed to be the Mahdi, the Fore-
runner of Jesus! Second Coming, a claim made by others in the
history of Sunni Islém.67 Muhamnad Ahmad's movement was not

nerely political in character, but was also partly escha-

s0logical and partly - a movement of religious

66K01t, Mahiist State, pp. 24-36. .

e’?Ibido’ pp- 21""'3!
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rei‘or:n.68 Suech was the foree of the Mahdi's appeal,
under the prevailing circumstances, that he was able to
defeat all the torces sent against him, finally capturing
Khartoum, the last citadel uf.Egyptian power in the

Sudan, in January 1845.
The Scoeial Background

~lavery is one of the most ancient institutions
of humam scciety. It was a prominent element in the so-
cial and economic structures of many ancient civilizations,
such as those of MNesopotamie, Egypt, Greece and Rome.69
In more recent times, it has flourished in the Islamic
world, im the warmer regicns of the Westernm Hemisphere,
where slave-labor was once considered indispensable
for the carrying on of agriculture, especially large-

scale plantation agriculture,7o

and in the pagan
lands of equatorisl and sub-equatorisl Africa. As in

this paper, we shall consider the trade in slaves as it was

581pi4a., pp. 22-3.
69N L. Westiermann, "Slavery, ancient,"” Encyclopaedia

of the Social Sciences, eds. E.R. Seligmamn and A. Johnson
ew lor acmilJan Co., 1937), XIII, T74-7.

70Ibido ’ ppc 20-10
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carried on between a part of the Islamic world and cer-
tain non-Muslim regions of Africa adjacent to it, we
might begin by making & few brief remarks om the social

context of slavery in these two areas.

To begin with, slavery was deeply rooted among the
pagan peoples of Central Africa. The statement of an
American traveller in the Egyptian Sudan in 1852, that
slavery prevailed "throughout all the native kingdoms of
Central Africa, in more or less aggravated forms"71 is
confirmed in some degree by the British explorer, Samuel
W. Baker in 1874, when he remarks, "In every African tribe
that 1 have visited, I have foumnd slavery a natural insti-
tution of the country."72 Another British explorer in the
equatorial regions of the Nile basin also refers to the
widespread use of slaves among the Central African pagams.73

These circunstances were not confined to the Nile basin

y Pe 39

7lBaya.rd Taylor, Life and landscapes from Egvpt
to the Negro Kingdoms of tThe White Nile !?nd ed.; fondon:
gampson Lov and éo., 1854) . 390

72311' Samuel Baker, Ismailia: a Narrative of the

Expedition to Central Africa for ihe suppression of the
Slave-Trade OUrganized by lsmail Khedive of & t [ London:
Macmillan, 1574) 11, 209 iHereafbe‘r cited as %

smailia.)-

73J<:>hn Petherick, E t, the Soudan, and Central
Africa (Edinburgh: William Egacﬁooa and sons, 1861),p.468
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alore, but exieted throughout equatorial Africa, as has
been attested by explorers, missionsries, and civil ser-
vants in this region. All agree thet slavery "{tait un
¢tat social commun et que la vente d'esclaves étaLt-chose

" \
courante parmi les Lndigenes."74

The institution of slavery was perhaps no less
widely spread in Islamie society., It was inherited by
the Muslime Doth from the society of the pre-Islamic A-
Iabs?s arnd from the ancient societies of Egypt and Western
Asia, and was an integral part of Islamic society until

76

very recertly, As it continued in existence over the cen-
turiss, it must inereasingly have acguired a kind of re-
ligious sanction, suprorted as it was by +the weight

of custom ard time-homored wusage, =2nd so by that

74’P. Ceulemans, "Introduction d= 1'influerce de
1'T=slam au Congo," Islam in Tropical Africa, ed., I.M,
Yewis (London: Oxford University Press, Z§Eé), Pe 117

753runschvig, loc.cit., pp. 24=5,

78Ipid., . 31.



21

"reverence for tradition [@hicﬁJ wag the doctrine most
charactzristic of and most strongly stressed in Islamic
teaching."?7 Tre place of slaves and slsvery in Muslim
gsociety is a topic of many ramifications, & detailed dis-
cussion of which would be outside the scope of this essay.
Owing however to the misrensresentatinon to which this sub-
ject meems particularly liable in Western writings,78 I
thought it right, without intending an apology for sla-
very per se, to suggest in what manner slavery among Mus-
lims Aiffered significantly, generally spesking, from the
slave-~systems krown ir the Western worléd until the last

century,

Tslamic jurisprudence assigns to a slave, in prin-
ciple, the status of & chattel, an article of property,’?
But this legal conditicn wzs not absoliute, even within
- = . -, 30 .
the provisione of +the Iaw itgeld and it was fur-

ther anel iorated b“!‘ R ramber of histariral circumstances,

77? AR, Gibh and Harold Bowen, Islamic Societ
=yl the West, Vﬁl T: Islamic Society im the Eighteent
Century (London: Oxfnr37WV1vprq11v‘P{pc=, 1950), part 1, 214,

783?. for example Guillaume Jeje=n, "Ia Traite des

esclaves en Egypte et en Turquie,! Revue des deux mondss,
IZTVITT (1870), pp. 896, QCICHPVeafféﬁ cited ms "1a Tralte
des esclavag")s and E.M 2ovill, The Golden Trade of the
Moors (Tondon: Dxford Un*vnvsi+y ?fgés, 1358), pp. 245-6.

79cf. Brunschvig, loc.cit., ». 26,

501p1d., pp. 25-7, 29-30,
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It was the case that large nunbers of slaves in
the course of Muslim history reached positions of great
rower and responsibility, The Mamluk Sultans of Egypt,
the Atabeg dynasties of the Near EBast, and the slave mem-
bers of the Ottoman 'ruling institution' are all cases in

point.81

There were, mcreover, numercus persons of great
rank who, although born free, were mothersd by slaves.

This was true of most of the 'Abbasid Caliphs and of all
the Ottoman Sultans after the mid~fifteenth century.82 To
be sure, the vast majority of slaves had to be content with
a much humbler lot.83 Nevertheless, it is clear that in
such a world there cculd be little social stigma attached

to the condition of slavery.a4

Again, slaves in Muslim society were used in a
wide variety of occupations; but in general it would ap-
pear that when slaveswers not employed as soldiers, they
tended to be connected with the households of their mas-
ters, as domestic servants, concubines, teachers, and in

sime cases, even managers of commercial concernl.85 Some

8lgibh and Bowen, op.cit., I, $1-88; Reuben Ievy,
The Social Structure of IsTam (Cambridze: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1965), p. T&.

82

Gibb and Bowen, op.cit., I, 43,
BELEVF, 22¢Cit-, P 75_0
84

Gibt and Bowen, loc.cit.

BSBfunschvig, loc.cit., pPp., 32-6,
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slaves were employed in agriculture; but "it must be em-
phaslzed that mediseval Islam seems scarcely to have known
the system of large-scale rupal exploitation based on an
immense and anonymous slave-labour force... which condemns
a man to one of the most distressful of all existences,"86
and whieh did so much to disfigure the slave-systems of

North and South America.

It may be that it was because slaves in NMuslim
socliety tended thus to be asscceisted with the 1life of the
towne and cities, from time immemorial the focus and heart
cf that society's Lj_i‘e,e'7 because of the small degree of
stigna attached to a servile condition, and because of the
close association of the great majority of slaves with the
families of their nasters, that bondsmen achieved a high
degree of integration into Islamic society. Muslim slaves
seen in general to have shown a remarkably strong attachment

and loyalty to Isla.n;i_i8

indeed, some observers thought their
loyelty to the Islanic community even greater than that of

freebornl‘.fuelims.s9 Fossibly this intense loyalty was a way

861bid-, P' 33-

8‘?Gibb and Bowen, op.cit., I, 276.
88
Brunschvig, loc.cit., p. 35.

8gBurckhardt, op.cit., p. 328; Edward William Lane,

The Manners and Customs of the Modern E tians (London: J.
. Dent and Sons, lid., 1908), p. 150,
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of emrhasizing that, however inferior their position as
slaves might be in a mundamne legal sense, they were, as
Muslims, essentially full pzrticipants in the life of

the Islamie Community. This.wholehearted gelf-identifi-
cation of these slaves with thelr society is admittedly a
difficult thing to define. Perhaps it can be best under-
stcod by recelling to mind a condition in sharp contrast to
it, namely, the failure of negroes in the United States,
whether as slaves or as free men, to identify themselves
with the greater community &round them, a failure for

wnhich there is ample evidence in Anmerican history, especial=-

ly in recent times.

There were indeed aspeets of Muslim slavery, at
leazt Auring the period to te discussed here, which vi-
vidly recall the abuses of the slsve-systems of the
Western Hemisphere: the brutalities of the slawve hunts,
the hardship and suffering, often extreme, of the slaves
being conveyed from tﬁeir homelands to their final des-
tinations in a Muslim country, and the often debased
characters of the professioral glave-deslers, Neverthe-

lesz, for those slaves who successfully psssed through
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these trials, there was a life of probably as much ease
and tranquillity as meost freeborn Muslims, and more than
many of them, could hope fo;.go And after not too many
years there was for the majority of slaves, it would seem,

the prospect of emancipation.gl

Slavery had flourished in Bgypt not only during
ths Islamic perioﬂ,92 but also during pharaonic times,2>

The Swiss +traveller dJohn Lewis Burckhardt, mentioned,

9glhere iz in fact a striking degree of unanimity
in the testimony of nineteenth-century European writers to
the effect that the general condition of the great majority
of slaves in Egypt, the Sudan, and Arabia at their masters?
hards was tolerable or hetter, Cf, for example John Bow-
rirg , Report on B t and Candia (London: Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office, 1840), p. 91; Burckharit, %B.Cit., De.
341; 8ir Richard 3urton, Personal Narrative oF a Pilgrimage
2o _al-Madinah and Mecczh (New Jork: Dover Publications, 1554),
T, 61; Tady Duff Gordon, Letters from Beypt, 1863-65 (Lon=-
dor: Macmillan & Co., 1865), p. 207; C. gnouck Hurgronje,
HMekkah in the Tatfer Part of the 19th Century (Tondon: ILuzac
& Co., 1973T1), pp. 13-14, These references could easily be
nultiplied.

e,

infra, p. 196,

923runSQHVig, loc.cit.,, pp. 32-5.

93Inaeed, Dr. Bowring, noting the numbers of slaves
in Egypt, and similarities beiveen Muslim and Mosaic usages
in respect of slavery, beliewved that in regard to these mat-
ters the state of Egypt in 1877 was "very mnearly what it was
2% the time of the patriarchs," Bowring, op.cit., pp. 90-1,
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who visited Egypt in 1613, stated that "almost every
family" there kept"a couple of slave servents,.."94
Indeed, in the earlier part of the nineteenth century,
slaves were owned not only bylthe wealthy, in whose
nouseholds they were n.umerous,95 but by people of a

nore humble condition.96 Some few were found among the
crews of the Red Sea merchant ships, rented out by their
owners to the ship captains;97 others were %o be found

98

in the army, and a small number may have been emplo-

yed as mechanics.99 Fut the very great majority of them
were attached to the households of their nas ters, either

as domestic servants or as concubines.100 The majority

94Eurckhardt, op.cit., p. 338; townspeople only,
not peasants, whose economic condition did not allow of
guch a luxury; c¢f. Lane, Oop.cit., pp. 199-201.

95P.S. GErariL "De la caravane de Darfour," Mémoi-
res sur 1'Egypte (Paris: Didot, an IX), IIL, 305.

96

Lane, op.cit., p. 192

‘ 9'T'Edmond Combes, Voyage en E te, en Nubie dans
les deserts de Beyouda, des B?cﬁarxs et sur les cotes de

1z mer Rouge (Paris: Desessart, 184 y 11g 3535,

98Bowring, op.cit., p. 10

“Stephen 0lin, Travels in Egypt, Arabia Petraea,
and the Holy Land (New Jork: Harper ang ﬁrothers,18355,1,99.

100
136, 190-~1.

Bowring, op.c¢it., pps 6, 91; ILane, op.cit., pp.
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of these were African slaves; there were relatively few
white slaves, ard these were mostly in the possession of

01

wealthy Turks.% An attempt wes nade in the 1830s to ine

troduce large—scele slave-labor on certain estates in Up=-
7pty but this project was scon ahandoned, since the
cost of slave-lahor in these conditions was found to be
"far more” than the cost of free peassant 1abar.102 This
circumstance wae, however, somewhzt altered a generation la-
ter. In the United States, which was one of the largest sup-
pliers of cottan to the world market, 2 civil war was fought
from 1861 t2 1865, Durinz this period, the supply of Ameri-
markets was cut off,

103 my1a  fact

and Egyptian cotton was e0ld at 2 premium,
h2d two consequencesz in vezard to =lavery in Egypt. The
first of these was that, following a shoriage of lahor
resulting from the greatly increasel demand for cotton,
slaves Legan to be widely uveed as farm laborers in the cul-

3 s 104
1ty "

Tlvation 3f the cormmed The =econd was that, because of

10lrane, op.eit., »p. 137, 190.
1023'3'?!1‘1?15‘, E'E)_:c tc’ pq 89.

1934111, Beypt in she Sudan, p. 115,
104Gabrﬁe1 Baer, "Social Chinge in Beypt: 1800~

1914," Political and Soecial Chance in Modern B t, ed,
P.M. Holt (Tondon: Oxford tniversity Press, I§§E;, Do
151,
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the affluence of money in Egypt during the boom, there
wag a greatly increased demand for domestic slaves, who
were now purchased in considerable numbers by classes of
the population for whom a 'staff' of household slaves

had hitherto been an unheard-of lmtury.lo5

Slavery was also quite common in the other count-
ries of North-East Africa, in Ethiopia and the Sudan. In
Ethiopia, slaves were kept by the rulers of the Galla

106 for whom the

kingdoms of Enarya, Gomma, and Jimma,
export of slaves was & source of considerable rew:nue.lo7
It was estimated that one of the kings of Jimma, Abba Jifar
II, posse¢ssed as many as ten thousand slaves; wealthy men
owning more than a thousand "were not rare," and even

108 Numbers of female

simple farmers might own one or two.
slaves, "often fair and very beautiful," were kept in and
exported from the kingdom of Ia.ffa.log And at least one

cf the kings of Shoa, Sshla Sellase, was said to have "many

1."'):’;.'Dou:l.:m, L 'Bmpire africain, part ii, p. 696-7

1061?.0. /8, Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa, 9/VIiI/ 1854.

JOTPlowden, op.cit., p. 128, -

JD&H. S. Lewis, A Galla Monarchy: Jimma Abba Jifar,
Ethiopia 1830-1932 (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,
19 y Poe . h

109?.0'.1/5, Flowden to Clarendon, Massawa, 9/VII/1854.
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thousands of slaves" engaged in all manner of work.llo

Again, in the countries of the geographical
Sudan, slavery was a significant feature of society.
Slaves were found not only in humble occupations, buf al-
S0 in positions of responsibility. According to Burckhardt,
a slave brought up in a Sudanese family "is admitted to
all the family councils, is allowed to trade, or to engege
in any other business on his own account, and to do
just as he pleases, provided he proves a bold fellow, and
in case of emergency can wield a sword in his master's
defence; he may then misbehave at pleasure, without the

fear of punishment."lll

In the Sultanate of Darfur, as we learn from Mu-
hammad ibn 'Umar al-Tunisi, who travelled there from Egypt
about 1803, two of the highest offices in the kingdom could
be held only by. eunuch slaves of the Sultan.ll2 Further
west, in the kingdom of Adamawa (now part of the Cameroons),
Heinrich Barth, who explored the central regions of the
geographical Sudan between 1850 and 1855, states that

110Krapf, gp.cit., p. 42 . .

111Burckaardt, op.cit., p. 342

112Muhammad ibn 'Umar al-Tunisi, Voyage au Darfour
(Paris: B. Duprat, 1845,) pP. 253,
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"some of the head slaves" be longing to provincial gover-
nors "nave as many as a thousand slaves each under their
commarnd, with whom they undertake occasional expeditions

for their masters, w113

We may infer from this last statement that the
whole number of slaves kept 1in Adamawa was very conside-
ratle, &nd so iniezd it was. The same observer writes
that "slavery exists on an inmence scale in this country,
ard there are many private irn<dividuals who have more than

114 Speaking of Kano, a commercial cen-

a thousand slaves,
ter of importance (now in Northern Nigeria), Barth says
that "ike number of domestic slaves, of course, is very
considerable; but I think it hardly equals, certainly does
not exrceed, that of the free nen, for, while the wealthy
have many slaves, the poorer class, which is far more nu-

merous, have few or none."lls

Slaves were hardly lees numerous in the eastern

lands of the Sudan. Tunisi, whom we have mentioned, remarks
z

]‘lsﬁenry Barth, Trave Ls and Discoveries in North
and Central Africa (New York: Harper, s 415 .

"41vid., pp. 190-1.

Y51pia., 1, s1o0.



that in Darfur, "les riches, les personnages dont la
position inspire le plus de respect et de considération,..
ont & leurs ordres nombre d'esclaves et de serviteurs.."116
Many of these were women, for he adds, "Les princes et les
grands, du Soudan surtout, dominés par des pascions arden-
tes et par un désir incessant de varier leurs jouissances,
ont d s'entourer de légjons d'eunuques."ll? The Sultan
himself, he said, had more than a thousand eunuchs, all
under the supervisiocn of a Captain who was himself a eunuch,
and who commanded his subordinates in the same way a mili-
tary officer commanded his soldiers.ll8 In Xordofan, it
was sald that at the time of the conquest of that country
by Nuhammad Bey the Detterdar in 1821, the principal

wealtn of the people of E1 Obeid, the capital, was held

in the form of slaves.l19 Slaves were used as a common

medium of commercial exchange in Kordofan,120 as well as

llﬁTunisi, Darfour, p. 213

1171p14., p. 252

/
119E. de Cadalveéne and J. de Breuvery,L'E te

et la Turquie de 1829 & 183%6: Egypte et Nubie (Paris:
Arthur Bertrand, Libraire-~tdi eur, .1I,p.228

L]

lzoIgnatius Pallme, Travels in Kordofan, Bmbracing
a Description of that Province of Egzvpt and of some of the
Bordering Countries (London:d. Madden and Co.1844),p. 294
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121 122

at Shendi and in Wadai, the western neighbor of
Darfur. Burckhardt remarks that hardly a household at Ber-
ber and Shendi "does not possess one or two slaves, and five
or six are frequently seen in the same family, occupied in
the lahours of the field, tending cattle, ete. etec.; the
great people and chiefs keep thenm by dozens,n1?3 This was
trecase, he adds, "as high up the Wile as Sennaar... as well
as westwards to Kordofan, Darfour, and therce towards Bor-
nou. All the Bedouin tribes also who surround those coun—
tries are well-stocked with sla'ves."124 Slaves were as nu-
mercus in the middle and later decades of the nineteenth
century as they had been earlier., It was noted that in

the 1860s the greater part of the laborforce of Kordofan

was composed of sla'res,125 and &t El Obeid it was thought

thatl the slaves there were nore numerous than the

free.126 This seemed to be +true also of Khartoum,
121 . .
Burckhardt, op.cit., p. 285; ef. also D. 344.
122

Muhammad ibn 'Umar al-Tunisi, Vo*Eage au Ouaday
(Paris: B. Duprat, 1851), p. 1l64n. (Hereaftfer cite as
Quzday, )
123Burckhardt, op.cit., p. 343,

1241143,

125Douin, L'Empire africain, part 1, p. 35.
126

Ibido ] Pl 360
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where in 1883, it was estimated that of the toial popu-
lation of 50-55,000, some two-thirds were slaves.127
In 1878, Colonel Gordon reckoned that most or all the

25,000 troops he had under his command were slaves, con-

scripted into the army in one way or za.nother.]'28

Thus it was, in the words of a French historian,
that the sale of slaves in Egypt and the Sudan was "in-
timement 1ide au régﬁme social, militaire, économique du pays.,."
so that it was "impossible de bouleverser du Jjour au

129 It is not there-

lendemain des habitudes séculaires.”
fore difficult to understand why public opinion in these
countries resisted the attempts made by their rulers, with
European encouragement, to repress the slave-trade. The
treatment of slaves by their Muslim masters was generally
humane; thus, one of the principal factors which stimula-
ted opposition to slavery in the Western world, namely,
the revulsion against the often hard treatment of negro

slaves in the plantation economies of North and South

America, was not to be expected in Muslim attitudes. 1In

1274411, op.cit., p. 162n

128G.B.Hill, (ed.) Colonel Gordon in Central Af-

rica, 1874-1879... from Original Letters and ocuments.

ondon: Thos. ue, 188l), p. | » is boo 8 a
collection of letters written by-Colonel Gordon to various
persons not identified, as well as of a number of other do-
cumnm? by Colonel -Gordon's hand relating to Sudsnese af-
fairs,

129Douin, loc.cit., p. 465.
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addition, many people weére economically interested in the
maintenance of slavery and the trade, And.the essociation
of slavery with traditional Muslim society made the idea
of abolishing it seem Llike "a reprehensible innovation,
contrary to the lettexr of the holy Book and the exemélary
practice of the first Hmslims,"130 as well as opposed to

the whole practice of the Community since then.,
The Slave-Trade Before 1821

The importation of slaves from the lands of the

south into the Sudan had heen carried on for centuries be-

1351

fore the period we are about to discuss, to such an ex-

tent that the racial tyre of the Arabs who settled in the
Sudan in the Middle Ages had been profoundly modified, ow-

132

ing to their mixing with slave women, From a very early

reriod, slaves were sent also from the Bilad al-Sudan to the

lands of northern Africa, to pharaonic Egypt and Carthage,
and later f{o the cities under Greek and Roman rule.133 This
traffic continued into the Islamic perind, down to the nine-

teenth century, at which point our study takes it up. We

l303runschvig, loc.cit., p. 38.

131H¢A. Macmichael, A History of the Arabs in the
Sudan... (London: Frank Cass, 1967), I, 13,

1321v14., 1, vii, 290.

133y, Delafosse ,"Sudan," E.I.(lst ed.), IV, 495,
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may anticipate some of the remarks made below by briefly not-
ing circumstances in the Sudan before 1821, and indicating
how changes in these under Egyptian rule tended to encour-
age the slave-trade,

Conditions of trade were rather unfavorable in the Su-
dan during the half-century before 1821. We have seen how the
region was divided among a number of tribes and petty states,
and noted the conditions of inseéurity which adversely affect-
ed travel. Moreover, the Nile, potentially an artery of trade,
was little used for this purpose bdefore the conquest. It was
to be the achievement of the Egypftians, with their superior
weaponry and organization, to Dbring the Sudan under a single
government, and as will be seen, to impose an unprecedented de-
gree of public security, to establish commerce on the Nile, and
to open up the regions of the Upper Nile to trade and settle-
ment., All these things were to encourage trade, including the
trade in slaves.134 This superiority in weapons and organization
was also to make possible a more effective prosecution of hunts
for slaves than had been the case before 1821, This was to
be true both of the Egyptian garrisons in the Sudan and later
on of the settlers in the newly-opened regions of the Upper
Nile.132

134Cf. infra, pp. 137, 154-6.

135¢¢. infra, pp. 64-5, B83ff.



CHAPTER II

THE TAKING OF THE SLAVES

We have seen that slavery was widely spread
and deeply rooted in the countries of North-East Africa.
Qur concern here is with the slave-trade of Egypt and
the lands from which she drew her supplies of African
elaves., Where did these slaves come from, and how did
they come to be in slavery? This is the question to be

considered in this chapter.

According to the Shari'a, the Law of Islam, a
glave is defined as either(a) "a person taken captive in
war, or carried off by force from a foreignl hostile count-
ry, and being at the time of capture an infidel;“2 or
(p)"the offspring of a female slave by another slave, or
by any man who is not her owner, or by her owner if he
do not acknowledge himself to be the father;...“3
Early in the history of the Islamic Community, "the prin-

ciple was established that there was to be no taking of

1'Foreign' must, in this context, be umderstood
as 'non-Muslim.' Cf. Gibb and Bowen, gp.cit., I, 21

2Lane, op.cit., p. 103; cf. Brunschvig, loc.
cit.’ p. 26

3I.ane, loc. cit.
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captives from amongst Muslims... the principle being
doubtless evolved from actual practice."4 We shall bde
concerned here with slaves of the first category, viz.,
infidels seized in a foreizn ﬁo stile country. The ta}cing
of infidels in this manner probably had its origins in

a richt granted by the Koran of claiming as slaves those
non-Scriptuary unbelievers (i.e.,, those whe were neither
Jews, Christians, nor Sabians) who had been defeated in
the course of a jihad, or war for the Faith.s (In the same
manrer, it was,until comparatively recently, generally held
in Christendom that the forcible enslavement of infidels
by Christians was not only a Jjuet punishment inflicted

on parverse unbelievers, but also a means of "procuring
new souls for the Church to win."6) As time passed, the
right granted them by the Xorar came to be more brosdly
interpreted by Muslims. Eventually it came to be used

as a kind of legal fiction 1o cover the taking of any

-

4Lev:_.r, %'g.cit., P. 75. D[he enslavement of non-
Muslims living in countries ruled by Muslims was also
forbidden; Gibb and Bowen, loc.cit.

5
“Tunigi, Ouaday, pp. 485-6; ef., also E, Tyan
"Djihdd," E.I. (2nd ed.), 1I, 533. ’

6David B, Davis, The Problem of Slavery in West-
ern Culture (Ithaca: Cornell Uriversity Press, 1966), Dp.
O-1, : .

-
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non-Muslims outside the Domain of Islam and their sale
as slaves, whether a jihad in the strict sense had actual-

ly been fought orx not'-".

Further on in this paper, it will be shown hovi,
despite the steady flow of slaves into Egypt from the
surrounding countries over many centuries, the slave
population of Egypt had constantly to be replenished from
outside, its own matural reproduction being insufficient
to meet the demand for slaves there, or even to prevent
its numbers from declining. There were three factors
constantly at work to diminish the slave-population of
the Muslim world in general, viz., (a) the strong empha-
sis laid by Islamic ethice upon the mexritorious quality
of acts of manumission; and the Shari'a principles
that (b) a child borne by a slave womerm to her master is
ipso facto free, and that (¢)such a woman is entitled to

emancipation upon her master's death.8

In addition to these factors =2t work in the

Muslim world generally, two others seem to have worked

TBrunschvig, loc. cit., p. 263 ef. Tunisi, loc. .
cit., p. 486

8Gibb and Bowen, loc. cit., pp. 41-2; Lane,
OE-cito, po ]_04 o
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to the same end in Egypt particularly during the period
under discussion. These, as we shall see, were (a) the
low birth-rate and (b) the hich rate of mortality which

prevailed among the slave population of Egypt.

In consequence of all these circumstances, it
would appear that slavery could scarcely have continued
to exist in Bgypt, or in the Islamic world generally,
"without the constantly renewed contribution of peripher-
a2l or external elements, either directly captured in war
or Imported commercially, under the fiction of the Holy

9

War, from foreign territory (dZr al-harb)."

In the case of Egypt and the Sudan, the foreign
territories which served as reservolrs of slaves were
the regions adjacent to the southern and south—eastérn
reaches of the Sudan, The peoples of these southern bor-
derland districts were pagans for the most part, although
there was a considerable Christian population in

10

the mountainous heartland of Abyseinia, and there

9Brunschvig, loc.cit., D. 26.

-

10 imingham, Islem in Ethiopia, p. 15.
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were other smaller Christian peoples living in the moun-
tain marches between north-west Abyssinia and the Sudan.11
These borderland territories, although diverse enough in
other respects, all had two striking characteristics in
common. The first of these was a high degree of what
may be called ethnic fragmentation; that is, the entire
borderland region was inhabited by a very large number of
tribes and peoples of varying sizes. This was in fact
quite as true of the Bilad al-Sudan as a whole, as of
its eastern reaches, Tunisi describes the pagan regions to
the south of the geographical Sudan as being composed of
une immense agglomération de populations dont
personne que Dieu ne sait le nombre, divisées
en une gquantité incroyable de tribus et de sous-
tribus, et dispersées sur une zone presque
droite, dans les vastes espaces qui forment le
Soudan idol&tre, depuis le sud au-deld du Sen-
nér jusgqu’au sud du Kechnah dans le Soudan
occidental .12
The second of these characteristics, which perhaps grew
out of the first, was the considerable animosity and fric-
tion which existed among the different trites of a gi-

ven region, We find this to be true of all the five broad

11p.6. 1/8, Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa, 9/VII/1854.
12

-

Turisi, loc.cit., p. 272,
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areas which bordered on the Sudan, and which were the
principal reservoirs of African slaves for Egypt, the
Sudan, Turkey, and other countries. These areas were:
(1)Ethiopia; (2)Dar Funj, the hilly regionto the south
of the peninsula between the Blue and White NLles;(3).
the Nuba hills of southern Kordofanj; (4) the regions of
the Upper Nile, the basims of the Bahr al-Ghazal and the
Bahr al-Jabal; and(5) Dar Fertit, the pagan region to the
south of Darfur. We may describe the relevant circum=-

stances in each of these briefly.

Dar Fertit was the name used at the time of our
study to denote the region of pagan tribes south of Dar-
fur, below the upper reaches of the Bahr al-’Arab.l3 The
ethnological composition of this area was quite complex.
According to Tunisi, the peoples of Dar Fertit "consg-
tituent une immense population, composés d'une foule de
tribus.“l4 His statemgnt is confirmed by Georg Schwein-
furth, a German naturalist who travelled in Dar Fertit
and the Bahr al-Ghazal about 1870. "Ethnographically

considered," Schweinfurth says, "Dar Ferteet presented

13Tunisi, Quaday, pp. 273-4

41pia., p. 280
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a wondrous medley. Perhaps nowhere else, in an area so

limited, could there be found such a conglomeration of

the representatives of different races..." 12

A similar ethnic diversity prevailed in the basins
of the Upper Nile, the Bahr al-Jabal and Behr al-Ghazal,

Since the sixteenth century at least, successive tribal

migrations had inundated these regions.ls A recent stu-

dent of the area writes:

Just as the Nile spilt its waters &across the
plains, so waves of migraticns spread their
ripples throughout the area, setting up con-
tinual eddies, and leaving behind emall stag-
nant remnants. This unsettled history, toge-
ther with material conditions unfavourable to the
formation of large-scale political systems, resul-
ted in large numbers of sm=all tribal or kinship
EroupS...

A comparable situation, again, existed among
the peoples of the "isolated hills and ranges of the sou-

W18 19

thern Kordofan plain,... a region known as Dar Nuba.

The tribes of this region, who "may be regarded as the

15schweinfurth, op.cit., II, 220

16Gray, op.cit., pp. 12, 14

17Ib1d., p. 10

185 8. Trimingham, Islam in ‘the Sudan (London:
Oxford University Press, 1949), p.34

190 G. Seligman and B.Z. Seligman, Pagan Tribes of

the3§%lotic Sudan (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1932),
P. .




43

20

Negro aborigines of Kordofan," are not a homogeneous

group "for they are the backwash of many African tribes

who have sought refuge in the hills, so they differ

profoundly in physical type, language, and culture."21

It has been said that one of the most remarkable features
of this region

is the multiplicity of languages spoken within
its bounds. The inhabitants of hills only a few
miles apart may speak languages mutually unintel-
ligible, and even on the same massif -- when

this is of moderate size -- there may be two

or three communities speaking different langu-
ages and coming little in contact with one ano-
ther, though their habits,cgstoms,and beliefs

are fundamentally the same. 2

The country south of the peninsula between the
White and Blue Niles, sometimes known as Dar Fun}j,

is of the same general character as central and
southern Kordofan, consisting of a flat open
lain diversified by rocky hills... Many of these
illg] are of considerable size, and whenever
there is water on or near them they support
settlements ... Moreover the hille between the

21Trimingham, Islam in the Sudan, p. 34.

220.G. Seligman and B.Z, Seligman, op.cit., p.370
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White and Blue Niles are as much an area
of linguistic confus%on ag are those of
southern Kordofan...2o

Such conditions of ethnological diversity were

characteristic of Bthiopia as well, to an even greater
B H

degree, it may be, than of the other borderlands of the

Sudan,

Bthiopia, according to Trimingham,

prezents a heterogeneous variety of ethnical,
cultural, and linguistic types, and Abyssinia
has been well styled by C. Conti Rossini un
musso di popoli., This diversity is in keeping
witn iTs morphological and eclimatic conditions,
Although the Arabic term for the Abyssinians,
habash which means 'a mixture', is not the ac-
1721 derivation of the word, it does show how
they presented themselves to the Arabs,

This ethniec and cultural complexity was characteristic

not only of Abyssinia, but of the whole Ethiopian region,

whizch was a welter of Muslim, Christian, and pagan tribes

of widely differing economic and social organizations,

25

Thus fragmented, the different peoples of the bor-

derlands were not only largely unable to establish any re-

al forms of active cooperation, but they very often lived

231pid., p. 413,

24Trimingham, Islam in Ethiopia, p. 5.

251pid., pp. 9-31.
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in a continual state of mutual tension and antagonism.
The consequences of this will be seen when we come to
consider some of the circumstances in which people in

those regions were taken into slavery.

These circumstances were diverse encugh. It some-
times heppened, for example, that individuals were sold
into slavery by their own kinsmen. Bayard Tarlor, who tra-
velled in the Egyptian Sudan in 1852, writing of the fe-
male Ethiopian slaves, "who are in great demand among the

26 tells us that these girls were

Egyptians, for wives,"
"frequently sold by their own parents.“27 Sone of these
may well have been Gallas, for the Galla father, like the

Romar. paterfamilias, had the legal right to sell his own

children into slavery.28 Such incidents were alsc report-
ed to occur among the Gurage, like the Galla, a Hamitic
people of Ethiopia, and like them noted for their hand-

gome women.29 Major W. C. Harris, who <visited the

26Taylor, op.cit., p. 389.
?T1via,
28

C.G. Seligman, Races of Africa (3rd ed.; London:
Oxfcrd University Press, s Db . -

29i11iam A. Shack, The Gurage: a People of the En-
sete Culture (Tondon: Oxford U‘nl'Vers%Ey Press, 1066), De T
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Gurage country in the earlier 1840s, noted the attrac-
tion for the inhabitants of the wares brought by the
slave-traders, "glittering gew-gaws," as he calls them,

"the...love of which induces brother to sell sister, and
t‘HBO

3

the parent to carry her own offspring to the marke
Such circumstances were known in the region of Taka,
and were also widespread amcng the tribes who dwelt in

the Nuba hills of Kordofan, where they seem to have occur-
red frequently in connection with conditions of scar-

city or famine. W.G. Browne, who has been mentioned,

wrote that it was "said to be a common practice," among

the people of Jabal Shaybun, a hill south-east of El Obeid,
"for the father in time of scarcity to sell his own chil-

n32

dren. We learn from Ignaz Pallme, an Austrian merchant

who lived in Kordofan in the late 1830s, that

it frequently happens that a drought destroys
the harvest, or that it is eaten up by the
locusts, so common in these regions... ‘£n
such cases] a great dearth of bread... is
generally the result; instances are then
known of parents selling their children for
a few handfuls of dockn33... A brother will,

30y. Cornwallis Harris, The Highlands of Ethiopia
(London, 1844), III, 313; quoted in Shack, Op.Cit., p.144

3lp.L. James, The Wild Tribes of the Soudan (London:
John Murray, 1883), p. 242.

32

Browne, op. cit., pp. 461-2.
33Dukhn, a form of millet. Cf. Pallme,op.cit.,p.223.
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on these occasions, sell his sister to obtain
a little flour, and thus to supply himself 4
and his people with bread for a few days...

Eduard Riippell, who travelled in Kordofan shortly after
conquest of that country by the Defterdar, wrote that men
might even sell themselves to the slave-traders in order

to obtain food.35

It appears that men might also éuffer enslavement
as a penalty for certain of fenses. In the Galla kingdom
of Jimma in south-west Ethiopia, for example, men might
be enslaved "as punishment for crimes or for failure to

n36 Enslavement seems

fulfill certain duties to the state.
to have been prescribed as a penalty for certain kinds
of crimes in Darfur and Wadai,37 and among the Shilluk
tribesmen, who dwelt along the White Nile.>° Among the
people of Senheit, in north-west Ethiopia, enslavement

was the penalty for some kinds of debts.39

34Pallme,‘gp,g;j., p. 159

35Rﬁ.ppell, loc.cit., pp. 302-3

36Lewis, op.cit., p. 66

37Browne, op.cit., pp. 308-9; Burckhardt, op.cit.,
p. 487

383 ohn Petherick, Travels in Central Africa, and
Explorations of the Western Nile Tributaries Iiondonz Tin-—

sley Brothers, 1869), , ereafter cited as Travels.)

39James, op.cit., p. 245
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Again, many individuals were simply abducted
and sold into slavery. Speaking of Gurageland, Major Har-
ris tells us that "a multitude of private feuds animate the
turbulent population; and there being neither king nor
laws, it is not surprising that every man should stretch
forth his hand to kidnap his neighbour."4o This state-
ment may seem rather melodramatic, but it is confirmed in
all essentials by J.S. Krapf, a Swiss missionary who tra-
velled in Ethiopia about the same period. Krapf writes
that in Gurageland, many people

on their way from one village to another are

.stolen and sold by their own relations, and

houses are frequently set on fire at night

and the inmates, in endeavouring to escape,

are seized and sold into slavery. Sometimes

children are stolen at night from their homes,
while their parents are asleep...4l

P.S. Girard, one of the Prench savants who accom-
panied the French expedition to Egypt in 1798, learned
at Cairo that among the slaves brought to Egypt by
the yearly caravan from Darfur, there were children of
hoth sexes who had been mderobés dans les villages du

/
royaume de DArfour par des gens qui font metier de ces

40Harris, loc.cit., quoted in Shack, loc.cit. -

41Krapf, op.cit., p. 46,
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n42 Pallme too describes "a

sortes d'enlévemens...
species of kidnappers, who think very little of steal-
ing the children of their own countrymen for a trifle,
and bringing them to a preconcerted spot for barter."43
Browne, speaking again of Jabal Shaybun, states that
"the slaves, which are brought in great numbers from
this quarter, are some prisoners of war among themselves,

(for their wars are frequent,) and some seduced by treache-

44 According to Escayrac de Lauture, who had

ry and sold."
a wide knowledge of the Sudan, this was one of the prin-
cipal means by whichthe slave-trade was supplied, the
seizure by individuals of small numbers of women and
children. These abductions, he said, did not furnish
more than two or three slaves each; but as they occurred
"every day" throughout the negro countries, they annually
furnished as many slaves as a well-directed military

expedition.45

42P.S. Girard, “Mémoére sur l'agriculture, l'ig—
dustrie et le commerce de l'Egypte," Description de 1' te
(Paris: Imprimerie de C.L.F. Panckoukg, 1824), XVII, E?%
(Hereafter cited as Description de l'Egypte).

43Pa11me, op.cit., p. 293
444 .
rowne, op. cit., pp. 461-2

45Escayrac de Lauture, Starislas,comte d', Le Désert
et le Soudan (Paris: J. Dumaine,1853), p.471l; ef.also pp.482-3a
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But the means of enslavement about which we are
best informed was that which occurred in consequence of
open warfare, Four 'levels' of warfare may be distinguished
in the period being discussed: (1) fighting between various
non-Muslim borderland tribes; (2) fighting between these
tribes and those nomadic or semi-nomadic tribes under the
suzerainty of one of the States of the Sudan, especially
of the Egyptian Sudan; (3) attacks on those independent
non-Muslim tribes by the armies or subjects of the Sudan
States; and (4) warfare against the pagan tribes of the Up-
per Nile regions carried on by ivory traders and their armed

followers after about 1860,

Tet us discuss the first such 'level,' P.S. Girard
learned that many of the slaves brought to Egypt by the Dar-
fur caravans had originally been "prisonniers faits dans
les guerres continuelles qui divisent entre elles les na-
tions de 1'intérieur de 1'Afrique voisines de Darfour...“46
Thetnations!' he refers to were probably the tribes of Dar
Pertit, where most of the slaves of Darfur originated.47 Tu~-
nisi's remarks on the relations among the wvarious tribes of
Dar Fertit illustrate the depth of the antagonisms which exist-
ed among those tribes and gave rise to the state of continual

warfare of which Girard speaks. Tunisi writes:

46Girard, Description de 1’Egypte, pp. 279-80.

4TBrowne, op.cit., p. 297; Tunisi, Ouaday, p. 480
and passim.
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"chaque station laic; settlement, no doubt, of a tribe
or ethnic groué] est hostile aux stations qui l'avoisi-

nent.“48 To such a degree was this true, he adds, that

quand l'ennemi vient tomber sur un village,
l'attaque, en enl®ve les femmes et les enfants,
le village voisin regarde d'un oeil indif-
férent et ne cherche point & conjurer 1'orage.
Aussi, dds que l'ennemi en a fini avec une
station, il va s'adresser a une autre et la
traite comme la précédente, soys les yeux

des villages les plus rapproches, qui demeurent
encore spectateurs tranquilles du malheur de
leurs fréres.49

Perhaps the same could be written of the tribes of the
Upper Nile. Schweinfurth, speaking of the area to the
south of the lands of the Dinka tribe, says "the entire
country [is] divided into a number of independent dist-
ricts, all in the usual anarchy of petty African commu-

20 In these districts, he says elsewhere,

nities..."
"there is an utter want of wholesome intercourse between
race and race. For any member of a tribe which speaks

one dialect to cross the borders of a tribe that speaks

22

A8punisi, loc.cit., p. 274.

491pi4.

905 chweinfurth, op.cit., I, 112-13 .
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another is to make a venture at the hazard of his

51

1life." This testimony is well borne out by other

writers.52

Nor were conditions among the tribes of the Nuba
hills more harmonious, They were in fact especially gi-
ven to internecine strife, going to war "for trifles,
when the stronger tribes make prisoners of the weaker,
and sell them as Blaves.“53 This condition was exacer-
bated in times of famine, the consequences of which were
"fearful," for "the Nuba negroes then sally forth in
quest of prey into the neighbouring villages, where they
plunder and steal ... These depredations... always lead
to a war, and the conflict lasts until the weaker party
is overcome, when they are all sold by the conquerors as

slaves."54

Endemic tribal warfare was also characteristic

%l1pid., p. 77

52gaker, op.cit., II, 212; Antoine Brun-Rollet,
e Nil Blanc et le Boudan (Paris: Maison, 1855), p. 2503
Petherick, loc.cit., I, 71 and 250

>3palime, op.cit., p. 156.

54Ibid-, ppo 159""60.
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pia. It was especially pronounced among the

a people divided into several tribes and reli-
They supplied, as will be seen, some of the

uable slaves to be exported to Egypt and Wes-

a. According to Walter Plowden, British Consul

at the Red Sea port of Massawa (Musawwa') in the mid-

nineteen

stine wa

"Female
remarks,

occasion

Indeed,

th century,. the Gallas were much given to "inte-

(056

r and quarrelling with their neighbors.

3

The Worroheimano and the Wallo Gallas are
always in a state of more or less activewarfare,
as also the Wallo and Bayt Amhara, the Wallo and
Borona Gallas, the Wallo and the Shoa frontier
chiefs; these find their internal wars suffi-
cient to keep them pretty constantly in the
Saddlel .0

prisoners taken in their constant raids," he

"are... sold, the male being never spared on those
s."58

Gurageland was another area of "intestine wars."

such was the "relentless character of enslavement"

55primingham, loc.cit., pp. 187-209.
56F.0. Y8, Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa, 9/VII/1854.

b71’1owden, op.cit., p. 74

58p.0.Y8, Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa, 9/VII/1854.
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in Gurageland and in the sdjacent countries’®’ that the
Gurage people "repeatedly entreated" the king of Shoa,
a neighboring country, to take possession of their count-
ry. But, says Krapf,
he has refused the invitation, because, accor-
ding to his own avowal, he would be deprived
of the supply of slaves from that quarter; for
in a country belonging to him he would be ob-
liged to prohibit the making of slaves, though
ne and the Shoans cannot do without them.60
The great arc extending along the Sudan-Abyssi-
nian marchland from Gallabat (al-Qallabat) to the neigh-
borhood of Massawa was a no-man's land where dwelt a
fair number of people who seem to have been at constant

odds with their neighbors.®l

One of these peoples was

the Bazen, who formed neither a nation nor a confederacy,
but were merely "une agglomération de villages gouvernés

par les vieillards, chaque village gardant son indépendance."62
This lack of unity exposed the Bazen to the attacks of

their neighbors, "qui les réduisent en servitude quand

59Shack, op.cit., p. 143

6OKrapf, op.cit., p. 46.

61lp 0. Y8, Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa,9/VII/1854.
62

Douin, L'Empire africain, part 1, p. 42.
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ils ne les ddtruisent pas Bystématiquement."63 They
were, as Samuel Baker noted on his visit to the area

in 1861, "a ferocious race, whose hand was against every
man, and who in return were the enemies of all by whom
they were surrounded-—..."64 The tribes of Memsa, Senheit,
Hallal, Maira, and Habab, Plowden says, "are all robbers
beyond their own district, and of course are constantly
at war with each other...“65 One student of the region's
history has pointed out that the number of the slaves
brought for sale at Massawa in the 1840s seemed to vary
according to the intensity of the warfare being carried

on in various parts of Ethiopia.66

We have seen that warfare, and tension and ill-will gene-
rally, were commonplace among the borderland peoples, and
that they resulted in the enslavement of considerable

numbers of people. But they had further consequences in

this direction, in that they must have greatly facilitated

631bid.

64Samuel W, Baker, The Nile Tributaries of Abys-
sinia, and the Sword Hunters of the Hamran Arabs (London:

acmillan, 1874), pp. 55-6

65p.0. Y8, Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa, 9/VII/1854.

66Douin, loc.cit., p. 263
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the forays made against them by the armies of the Sudan
States and the nomad tribes under their (often more or

less nomina167) authority.

Burckhardt learned that the territory of the Funj
king of Sennar extended to a point about ten days' jour-
ney to the south of the town of Sennar.68 Beyond this
point lived Bedouin tribes who méde raids for slaves upon
their pagan neighbors living in the mountains to the south.69
This practice continued into the Egyptian period, when,for
example, chiefs of the Rufa'a Abu Ruf tribe undertock an-

nual raids for slaves, probably in the same area.7o

They
and other tribes to the east and west of the Blue Nile
were encouraged in this practice to some extent by the cus-

tom of some of the Govermors-General of requiring payment of taxes

67Browne, op.cit., p. 300, Pallme, op.cit.

p. 118,

685, rekhardt, op.cit., p. 311.

691b14.

70Ri chard Hill (ed. and transl.), "An Unpubli-
shed Chronicle of the Sudan 1822-41 (extracts)," Sudan
Notes and Records, XXXVII (1956), p. 15. (Hereafter
cited as "Chronicle".) :
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in slaves, at least in part.Tl This mode of taxation
was thought by one European observer to have stimulated
the slave-raiding activity of'these tribes.72

Again the tribal group known as the Baggara,73
who dwelt in the southern reaches of Darfur and Kordofan,
lived in a state of continual warfare, among themselves
and with the pagan tribes living in the Nuba hills.74
As Pallme tells us, their horses, steeds of "remarkable
fleetness," were of "the utmost service to them" in these
confliets, "especially in capturing slaVes.“75 It was
the Baggara, according to this same traveller, who fur-
nished "the greater part" of the slaves who were

sold to the jallabs, or slave-merchants, of Kordofan.76

899 71;B£Q-: De 15; Lejean, "La Traite des egclaves, "
Te .

7

2Lejean, loc.cit.

73More properly, Baggara, 'cattlemen,' 'breeders
of cattle'; from the Arabic bagar, 'cattle.’

T4pallme, op.cit., pp. 119, 293,
T51pid., pp. 232-3. : .

T01pid4., p. 293,
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In the case of the Baggara, we see again how
the taxation practices of the Egyptian Government may
have encouraged slave-raiding by some of the tribes which
were compelled to pay tribute to it. The sections of the
tribe who lived to the south of ElObeid were required
tc pay tribute to the Governor of Kordofan to the amount
of "about twelve thousand oxen, a little gold, and a few
slaves..."77 Now cattle are and have long been the

78

mainstay of the life of this people, and they were re-

luctant to surrender any of them to the Government.79
So an arrangement was made between the tribesmen and va-
rious slave-merchants in the neighborhood, whereby the lat-
ter bought from the Government tribute-collecting expe-
ditions (for in the Egyptien Sudan as in other Sudanese
States, the tribes rarely if ever paid the tribute re-
quired of them except upon visitation by a body of Govern-

ment troopsao) the cattle which had been taken in tri- -

bute, andsold them back to the tribesmen, in return for

T1vid., p. 118

781&n Cunnison, Baggara Arabs: Power and the Li-
il ﬁrIEe (Oxf Clarendon Press,

neaée in a Sudanese Noma xford:
19 ] pp- i’ 9- * -

"9%Pallme, op.cit., p. 118

BODouin, L'Empire africain, part 1, p. 115
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payment in slaves.81 Thus provided with a means of
retaining their cattle, the Baggara delivered@ themselves
with great vigor to the hunting of negroes which could

then be exchanged for them.82

Slave-raiding was a preoccupation not only of
the tribes under the suzerainty of the Sudanese princes,
but of those princes themselves, or of their subjects.
This was true along a great extent of the geographical
Sudan, western as well as eastern. Tunisi points out
that the geographical Sudan was composed of a cordon of
Muslim States extending in an almost direct east-west line,
from Sennar in the east to Dar Mella or the Fulani Empire
in the west, and that confronting each of these States
on its southern borders was an area occupied by a number,

83

generally considerable, of pagan tribes. It was among

these pagan tribes, he said, that the Sudanese went to

take their slaves.84

P.S. Girard tells us that the slaves brought

from Sennar to Egypt about 1800 "sont vendus dans le pays

/
81Henri Dehéfain, Le Soudan egyptien sous Mehemet

Ali (Paris: Georges Carré et C. Naud, Editeurs, 1898),
P. 190. (hereafter cited as Le Soudan égyptienj.
821114,

8punisi Ouaday, pp. 282, 284-5

841pid., p. 285.
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de Sennar par des soldats qui les ont faits prisonniers
2 la guerre..."85 The wars undertaken by the ruler of
Sennar, he says, "n'ont ordinairement d'autre motif que
celui de se procurer cette espEce de butin: une moitié
des esclaves appartient au roi; l'autre moitié, aux sol-

dats qui ont fait l'expédition."86

According to Mercure
J. Lapanouse, another savant who came with Napoleon to
Egypt, these expeditions took place annually.87 The Funj
ruler engaged in commerce,88 and we may reasonably suppose
that some at least of the slaves allotted to him may have
been disposed of in trade. Others were enrolled in the

army, of which slaves formed the greatest part.89

Browne mentions that expeditions in guest of slaves

were undertaken "by the people of Far _[Darfugf] and its

/
85Girard, Description de 1'Egypte, XVII, 293,

Ibid.

87Mercure J . Lapanouse, "Mémoire sur les cgravanes
venant du royaume de Sennaar,,..", Mémoires sur 1'Beypte
(Paris: Didot, an XI), p. 97.

88Burckhardt, op.cit., p. 316

89H.A.Maemichael, The Tribes of Northern and Central
Kordofan (Cambridge: Cembridge University Press, y Pe
(Hereafter cited as Tribes).
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neighbourhood ,.." expeditions which penetrated into
territory "often forty or more days to the Southward."go
Tunisi gives a description of a typical expedition and

of the circumstances attendant upon it. Any male subject
of the Sultan of Darfur, he said, might apply to the
sovereign for permission to lead a campaign into Dar
Fertit. One to whom such permission had been granted
bought from the merchants of the country the provisions
necessary to equip the expedition, these things being
bought on credit. At the same time, he enrolled volun-

teers for the campaign, who were usually young men of

families in humble circumstances.

Once having passed the southern frontier of Darfur,
the commander of the expedition assumed the title of 'sul-
tan'. This was in token of the absolute and sovereign
authority with which he was now vested over his soldiers,
and which he retained until he had re-crossed the frontier
at the close of the campaign. The 'sultan' sought to lead
his army asfar into Dar Yertit as he possibly could. (Ac-

cording to Heinrich Barth, one such expedition in 1834

90Browne, gB.cit.,preface,ip. XV s
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reached as far south as the river Welle.gl) When he

felt the campaign's progress had reached its limit, he
ordered a halt, and the apportioning out among the mem-
bers of the army of the slaves captured during the march.
To the 'sultan' belonged as a matter of custom all slaves
taken without resistance, and all those given to him as
presents by those tribal chiefs who acknowledged the
Sultan of Darfur as suzerain. He also received a certain
proportion, from one-third to one-half, of the slaves
captured by each of his soldiers. With these slaves,

the commander was able to pay the debts incurred with

the merchants who equipped the expedition, and to make
suitable presents to the Sultan and to those grandees of
the Court by whose influence he had been granted permission
to undertake the expedition. The remainder belonged to
him; if the campaign had been fruitful, this might amount
to as many as a hundred slaves. ©Slaves seem to have been
the paramount object of these forays, for Tunisi does not

mention that any other form of booty was taken.92

Something of the impact which these expeditions

9lSchweinrurth, op.cit., II; 55, eciting Barth
(no place cited).

92Tunisi, Quaday, pp. 467-78
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had upon the life of Darfur may be judged by the fact

that large numbers of such expeditions went out each year;
according to Tunisi, some sixty to seventy were underta-

ken annually,g3 thus providing Darfur with a considerable
quantity of slaves. * He points out that if all the

slaves captured in the first place arrived in Darfur, the
country would soon have been encumbered with them. But

many died en route from their place of capture, some of
exhaustion, others of illness occasioned by change of diet;
in some years, epidemics such as dysentery might carry

off most of the slaves being marched from Fertit to Darfur.95
Some might die of simple fear, for, Tunisi says, the slaves
dreaded the thought of being taken to Egypt or other nor-
thern countries, because they commonly believed that white

people were given to cannibalism.g6

From the foregoing, it is clear that in underta-

king a program of systematic raiding for slaves, as it

B1vid., p. 480

9%1pia., p. 483
B1pid.

= .
-

91pia., p. 484.
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did, the regime established in the Sudan by the vice=-

roy of Egypt was carrying on a tradition already well-
established in the area. However, the Egyptian regime
may be said to have enjoyed a number of advantages over
the indigenous Sudanese States. Most of the latter were
relatively isolated from the greater world outside; the
Egyptian Sudan, through its proximity to the Nile and to
Egypt, was bound much more closely to the Mediterranean
world than was perhaps any other Sudanese region. More-
over, because it was based upon Egypt, the Government of
the Egyptian Sudan could fall back, if need be, upon re-
sources not available to other Sudanese rulers. But what
was perhaps its greatest single advantage was its possee-
sion. of firearms. These had not been unknown in the
Funj kingdom before 1821, but they were quite rare and
were greatly feared.97 It was, at least in part, due to
their superiority of weapons that the rather small forces:
sent into the Sudan by Muhammad 'Ali Pasha should have
been able to subdue the vast area extending trom Nubia

98

to Pazughli and westward to Kordotan. And if firearms

9TBurckhardt, op.cit., pp. 286-7

984311, Egypt in the Sudan, pp. 9, 12
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were little used in the Sudan,99 they were not used at all

by the pagan peoples of the borderlands.loo

The Funj and
the people of Darfur who had raided among the negro tribes
must therefore have been on something like equal terms with
their adversaries in respect of arms. But the troops of
the Pasha of Egypt had not only muskets, but cannon,

with which they were better able to impose themselves on

the borderland peoples than had been the indigenous Su-

danese,

It has already been described how tribute was le-
vied by the Bgyptian Government upon those tribes‘which it
could compel to acknowledge its suzerainty. But the slaves
and other contributions which were received from this
source seem not to have sufficed for the Government's re-
quirements. It was therefore felt necessary to make
raiding expeditions into the borderland territories beyond
Egyptian sway., These raiding expeditions, which were
commonly known as ghazawat (sing. ghazwa, a word which
appears in European accounts as 'gasua,’ gazzua,' 'razzia,'

101)’

and the like were undertaken to obtain booty, one

99Richard Lepsius, Letters: from Egypt, Ethiopia .and
the Peninsula of Sinai (London: Henry G. %ohn, 1853), p. 114.

1000f. Pallme, op.cit., p. 314, and Schweinfurth, op.
cit., I, 18, and passim. .

101

Bowring, op.cit., p. 83; Pallme, op.cit., D. 307 .
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of the most important forms of which was slaves, and they
came to occupy a place of oconsiderable importance in the
Government's revenue arrangements. It may be some justi-
fication for these proceedings to point out that the
Egyptian Government of the Sudan, like its Anglo-Egyptian
successor, was "chronically short of ready cash," and
like it, tried after its own fashion to make the Sudan

D2 From the vantage-point of the present

pay its way.
day, the means employed were rather dubious, but they were

perfectly acceptable to the mores of that time and place.

The revenues derived by the Sudan Government
from thesé borderland incursions constituted a principal
gource of income for i‘t;lo3 from them too it obtained the
great majority, if not all, of the Sudan garrisons’ negro
troops,lo4 to which the defense and security of the coun-
try soon came to be mainly entrusted.105 Great interest
therefore was taken in their successful prosecution. It

was 'Ali Khurshid Bey (later Pasha), first Governor-General

1023311, loc.cit., pe 2

103Dehérain, Le Soudan égxgtien, p. 174

-~

104 Hi11, loc.cit., p. 46; Macmichael, Tribes,p.31l

ct

1055, Hi1l, loc.cit.
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of the Sudan, who first systematically organized them in-

to "a seasonal and well-regulated government activity."106

The bases for raids into the borderland areas were:

(1) Khartoum, from which expeditions were dispatched against
the tribes of Dar Funj, the Ethiopian marches, and the

White Nile region;l07 (2) E1 Obeid, from where expeditions

108

went out against the Nuba hills; and, after the Egyp-

tian conquest of Taka in 1840, (3) Kasala, from whence

forays were made against the northern reaches of the Ethio-

109

pian marches. 'Ali Khurshid set an example to his

subordinates and successors. In 1827, he led a raid against
the Dinka, with the help of the Abu Ruf Bedouins; he suc-
ceeded in obtaining five hundred Dinka captives who were

110

distributed among his officers at Khartoum. His raid

of 1828 had a two-fold objective: "to collect tribute
from the Muslim Funj in the mountains of the Blue Nile

and to raid for slaves among the pagan Ingasaana."lll

1061p3i4,, p. 62

107Bowring, op.cit., p. 83

109p.0. Cumming, "The History of Kassala and the
Province of Taka," Sudan Notes and Records,XX(1937), part 1,

pp. 39-41

110p . Hi11, loc. cit., p. 63

111l1pi4.
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At Fazughli, the taxes of the Funj were assessed at

112 Khurshid "extracted

30,000 Maria Theresa dollars;
8,000 dollars and took hostages as a guarantee for the
rest." But he was unable to take any slaves among the
Ingassana, who fled into the "well-watered gorges of their

hills..."13

In 1830, he raided among the Shilluks, tak-
ing 200 captives. In 1832, he again raided for tribute
from the Funj, and for slaves from the pagan negroes of

the same neighborhood.ll4

We speak of 'raids,' but in fact these expedi-
tions were more like full-scale military campaigns.
Ignaz Pallme describes the complement of the corps emp-
loyed in raids sent out from El Obeid in the late 1830s
as consisting

ordinarily of from one thousand to two thousand...

regular troops of infantry; from tour hundred
to eight hundred Mogghrebeenll® armed with

112The Maria Theresa dollar was worth about twen-
ty Egyptian piasters, or four English shillings. Cf. Gray,
_O_B.Cit-, p‘ 12811-

1138, Hil11, loc. cit., p. 63
114Ibid., pp- 63-4‘

115Bedouin tribesmen from the desert regions west
of Egypt, loosely denoted Magharba, were used in the Sudan
for slave-hunts and other duties. Cf. Macmichael, A His-
tory of the Arabs in the Sudan, I, 316-317.
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guns and pistols; from three hundred to

one thousand native troops on foot, with

shields and spears, each man carrylng from

three to five javelins... ; and from three

hundred to five hundred natives mounted on 116

dromedaries, armed with shield and spear...
This considerable force was also accompanied by from two
to four field—pieces.n7 The expedition which set out in
January of 1843 for the hills of Dar Funj was similarly for-
midable, consisting of five battalions of regular infantry,
roughly 2,950 men together, with about a thousand Bedouin
irregular cavalry, and 6,000 camels, presumably to carry
supplfes for the campaign. On the march they were joined

by 600 negro auxiliaries and "a number of Bedouin.“lla

The importance of these expeditions was reflected no
less by the fact that they were very often led by army of-
ficers of the highest rank. We have already seen the ener-

gy shown by Khurshid Bey in this respect., The provincial

116Pallme, op.cit., p. 309.

1171y14., p. 310.

uaﬁdeingartahoper, Leopold] "Account of a Slaving
Expedition Made by the Egyptian Troops under Ahmed Pashe,
in 1843," sub-inclosure in Aberdeen to Barmnett, F.0., no.
90, 23/¥11/1843, SP, XXXII, p. 554.(hereafter cited as
"Slaving Expedition.”).
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governors seem to have been hardly less active. In
1850, for example, we find Ilyas Bey, the Governor of Ka-
sala, leading a 'razzia' against the mountain tribes who

lived in the northern reaches of the Abyssinian principa-

119

lity of Tigrai, and in 1854 we find his successor,

Khusrau Bey, similarly active in the same country.lzo

Mustafa Bey, a Governor of Kordofan, led in person at

121

least one foray against the Nuba hills in 1837, while

one of his successors, BEmin Bey, led an army into the same
region in 1843.122

These great officers raided not only for fhe in=-
terest of the Government, but for their own as well.
Prince Pueckler-Muskau, who visited the Sudan in 1837,
describes this raiding activity as being

gso profitable to the governors of these pro-
vinces, who at the same time carry on their
private trade in the captured slaves, and pro-
vide themselves with as many as they want,
that it will be extremely difficult for Me-
hemet Ali totally to prevent it.123

llgcumming, loc.cit., p. 39.

1201414., pp. 39-40.

121Bowring, op.cit., p. 83%

122"81aving expedition," p. 559.

123Pueck1er—Muskau, Hermann Tudwig, Prince, Egypt
under Mehemet Ali (TLondon: H. Colburn, 1845), IT, 24b.
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Subaltern officers, "petty army commanders," also made
raids on their own, although in principle these were un-

authorized.124

Let us look at these expeditions in more detail.
Generally they set out from their bases after the end of
the rainy season in October or November, when there would
be a relative abundance of water on the road, and returned
in the spring, at the beginning of the hot season.125
The attacks made upon the borderland tribes seem to have
followed a frequently-repeated pattern. Upon arriving
in the territory of one of these tribes, the commander
of the expedition would send a herald to summon the peo-
ple to provide voluntarily the desired number of slaves;
if this summons were complied with, the tribal chief would
receive a kind of robe of honor, and his people would be
spared further annoyance. Such voluntary submissions,

126 Thereupon

however, appear to have been exceptional.
the attack was launched. If the tribe dwelt on a hill

or mountain, as in many areas they did wherever possible,

124, 1. Robinson, "Ahmed Pasha Abu Udan," Sudan
Notes and Records, V (1922), p. 228.

l25"Slaving Expedition," pp.558-9; Bowring, 0p.
Cit. L] P. 83; Pallme’ 22. Cit. ] Po 30’7'.

126“Slaving Expedition,"p.557; Pallme,op.cit.,
pp. 310-12-
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an attempt might be made to scale the heights. But

as the negroes fought with desperate courage, the
assaulting forces usually preferred the method of blockade.
Such a siege would be maintained until the negroes'
supplies had given out and they had fallen prey to hunger
and disease, or until the besieged were able to sally

out and break up the assaulting forces. This in fact was
not so difficult as might be supposed, for the viceroy's
Sudanese troops were often deficient in discipline and
competence in the use of their superior weapons.127 But
the troops were frequently successful in taking a negro
settlement; their successes were sometimes followed by

scenes of carnage, we are told.l28

The number of slaves taken by an expedition wvaried
widely according to the circumstances, as we might expect.
Arthur Holroyd, visiting the Sudan in 1837, reported that
the Governor of Kordofan obtained more than 2,000 in the |
1836-37 season.129 Ten -years earlier, "Ali Khurshid took

127“Slaving Expedition,"pp.555, 557; Pallme, op.
(3] to’ Ppo 313"‘18

128wg1aving Expedition," p. 556; Pallme, op.cit.,
pe 336.

129Bowring, op.cit., p. 83
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500 Dinka captives, as we have noticed; in his cam-

paign of 1830 against the Shilluks, again, he took only
about 200. _It is recorded of Ahmad Pasha Abu Widan, a
subsequent Governor-General (who had himself been ori-.
ginally a Circassian slave, one of a number of his people
captured in a slave-raidlao), that after the expedition
of 1843 into Dar Funj, he was "but little satisfied with
the result of the campaign, the gross number of slaves
being only 1875; whilst ... Emiu [eic; Emié] Bey, who

had just at the same moment returned from a similar expe-
dition into the country of the Nuba Negroes, ... had
captured upwards of 5000."131 The information presently
at nhand is, however, insufficient to give any kind of ave-
rage number of slaves taken over a period of years in any

single area, or in the Sudan as a whole, by these forays.

As was the case with the slaves captured in Fertit,
a certain amount of hardship was experienced by the newly-

captured slaves on their march from the places where they

130Robinson, loc. cit., pe. 227

131"Slaving Expedition", pp. 558-9
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had been seized to the bases of the expeditions. For

in order to prevent the adult males and the more robust
females. from escaping, they were secure& in the follo-
wing manner. The head of a slave was placed between the
forked end of a pole whose length was from six to eight
feet, and whose thickness was that of a man's arm. The
fork was then closed with strips of fresh animal hide,

so that the captive might not withdraw his head. Indeed,
so closely wedged, on some occasions, was the slave's

head between the two prongs of the fork that in the course
of the march, the skin of his neck was chafed to the extent
that infection developed. The other end of the pole was
borne on the shoulder of the slave in front, or it might

be tied to the saddle of a cavalryman.132

Boys from ten

to sixteen years of age, unable of course to bear the weight
of the sheba, for so this contrivance was called, were
secured by binding the wrists of two of them togetner.l53
The smaller children and the old slaves were led along

usually lightly fettered.l34 In other respects, too, the

132Ibid., p. 556; Pallme, op.cit., pp. 321-2

135palime, op.cit., p. 321

134Ibid., p. 322; "Slaving Expedition,"p. 556.
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condition of the slaves on this march was not an easy
one., Their food consisted of millet or sorghum bread,
washed down with water. At night, they often suffered
from the cold, since they generally wore no clothes and
were not always provided by their captors with sufficient
fuel for a fire, If our sources can be relied upon, the
slaves were frequently mistreated, sometimes brutally, by
the soldiers who had charge of them. 2 Pallme estimated
that about one in ten of the slaves captured died during

the march from the Nuba hills to El Obeid.136

Dr, John
Bowring, who travelled in Egypt in 1837 and 1838, sug-
gests a rather higher figure, He writes that "there is
gso much of ill-usage and brutality that I ha#e been as-
gsured no less than 30 per cent perish in the first 10

days after their seizure."l37

The slaves who survived were, in general, disposed

of in three ways. The young and fit males among them

138

were enrolled in the army. The rest were either appor-

tioned out among the officers and soldiers and the civilian

135palime, op.cit., pp. 321-4; "Slaving Bxpedi-
tion," pp. 556, 558,

1361>aa.llme, op. city , p. 324.
137Bowring, OpeCito, Do 84s

138g, Hi11, "Chronicle," p. 12,
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139

employees of the Government in lieu of pay, or sold

for the account of the Government itself directly on the

140
open market. & A description of the way the slaves were

apportioned out among the troops is given by Arthur Hol-
royd. He was visiting El Obeid at the moment when the
Governor of Kordofan, Mustafa Bey, returned from his
annual raid into the Nuba country. Holroyd describes

how he found the Bey

in the court before the divan, arranging
between 300 and 400 slaves, part of the
produce of his expedition, for the purpose
of distributing them to the soldiers in
lieu of pay. These slaves were arranged
according to size and sex. In one division
were placed the o0ld and infirm women, the
pregnant females, and young girls; in a
second, boys about the age of from 8 to

12 years; in a third, children from 4 to 8
years old; and in a fourth, infants from

1% to 4 years old. If they could be said to
have any pretensions to peauty or utility,
the women and girls were also placed accor-
ding to their appearance,»- but the females
were the refuse of their sex, the handsome
having been previously disposed of by sale
for the harems... The disposition was made
according to the military rank of the indivi-
dual, and he was compelled to receive one-
halt of his arrears in human flesh, and the
other half in money.l4l

1396 jean, "La Traite des esclaves," p. 899.

14ODe Cadalvéne et de Breuvéry, op.cit., II, 2363
Hill, "Chronicle," pp. 4, 12. .

141Bowring,_gg.cit., Pp. 83-4
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Holroyd remarks:

Independent of the cruelty of this method of

paying the troops, a very great injustice is al-

so practised upon them. A slave, for instance, is
given by the government instead of 300 or 350 pias-
tres, which when brought to sale will not realize
more than one-half or two-thirds of that sum; and
thus the account of the scldier with the paymaster
is made to appear considerably more than he actual-
ly receives. In other parts of Soudan, the troops
are paid in part with coarse cotton manufactured

in thi Sountry, but with the same degree of injus-
tice.14

The means of enslavement which we have discussed up

to this point may be said to have been 'traditional,' in the

sense that they prevailed everywhere and had been carried

on,
the
was
the
and

the

probably, for a very long time. The taking of slaves 1n
lands of the Upper Nile, which will now be discussed,
different in at least two respects. First, unlike all
other regions discussed, the basins of the Bahr al-Ghazal
the Bahr al-Jabal had been virtually sealed off from

outside world until the Egyptian expeditions of 1839,

1840, and 1841.143 Thus, while the tribesmen of these

distriects enslaved one another,l44 there were no slaves

exported from those regions.

145 Second, the large-

gcale slave-trading activity there was inaugurated

1421v5a,, p. 84.

143Gray, op.cit., pp. 8-10.
44payer, Ismailia, II, 209.

145Gray, op.cit., p. 10..



78

by the actions of traders and their servants who went
into the southern regions originally to trade, not in

glaves, but in ivory.

We have already mentioned the expeditions sent

by Muhammad 'Ali Pasha to explore the upper reaches of

the Nile, and what results he anticipated from them.146

But after the resolution of the Syrian crisis in 1841,
the will of the viceroy seemed to flag; he no longer devo-
ted that close attention to the affairs of the Sudan which

147 and seemed to have lost interest

148

he had done hitherto,
in his former plans for enterprises on the Upper Nile.
His financial resources had in any case been severely
tried by his wars in Syria.l49 The death of the Governor-
General Ahmad Pasha Abu Widan in 1843 marked the beginning

of two decades of administrative stagnation in the Sudan.l50

A respected historian of the Sudan, writing of

the period after the exﬁéditions of 1839-41, has said:

1460f. supra, pp. 1ll-12.

1474411, Bgypt in the Sudan, p. 82.

148Gray, op.cit., p. 20. -
149114,
150

Holt, Modern History, p. 59
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The ,Eﬁudaﬂ government did not attempt to
administer the [Upper Nile areas])’; but

traders flocked there, each with his band of
armed men, and established fortified posts

from which they harried the countryside, driv-
ing ever deeper inland as the negroes fled
from the more accessible areas... Vast regions.
hitherto untouched, teeming with strong, but
defenceless blacks, were thus opened up to

the rapacious slave-dealers,l

Recent research, notably the investigations
of Richard Gray, has shown that this description is pro-
bably a considerable oversimplification; the actual course
of events seems to have been far more complex. In fact,
traders from Khartoum did begin pﬁshing into the sduthern
regions. But their main purpose was ivory, not slaves.
Led by a number éf enterprising Europeans, trading expe-
ditions ascended the White Nile in search of ivery, for
which at this time there was a flourishing market in

152

Europe and North America. For some years, the ivory

trade held the center of the stage; such trading in slaves

as existed was carried on on a relatively small scale.
It was true that
by 1855 many of the boats which arrived in

Khartoum from the White Nile carried from
ten to thirty slaves who would possibly

1514 B, Theobald, The Mahdiya: A History of the
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan (London: Longmans, 1951), p. 1l.

152

Gray, op.cit., pp. 28-9.
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fetch about £7 each, and there was little

doubt that the European_traders connived

at these proceedings...15
But two things should be borne in mind., First, the pro-
fits derived from the sale of these slaves were dwarfed,
during this period, by the profits drawn from the ivory
trade.154 Second, in these earlier years the slave-trade
on the White Nile was

almost entirely confined within the tradi-

tional pattern of tribal life, The slaves

were generally purchased from a friendly

tribe by whom they had been captured in the

normal course of tribal raids. The demand

for slaves was not, at first, an exacerbat-
ing factor greatly intensifying these raids.

155

How then did the glave-trade come to reach the
formidable proportions it attained in later years? The
root of the matter may have lain in the behavior of the tra-
ders and of their servants towards the negroes, While some
of the European traders were honorable and humane men,l56 0=
thers, "casting off the restraints... [bf] European con-

ventional morality,....were determined, often to the

1531p14,, p. 45.
1541114,

1551p14.

1563run-Rollet, op.cite., P 291; Gray, op.cit., p.

42,
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point of an unscrupulous use of force, to gain their
profits."157 Their conduct was deplored by the Roman

Catholic missionaries who founded a number of stations

158

on the Bahr al-Jabal from about 1845 to 1860; and if

these missionaries "had any complaint against their fellow
men it was ... against the European traders on the river,

whose treatment of the negroes was vile."159

Under these circumstances, the original friend-

liness shown the outsiders by the nativeslbo gave way to

fear, and then to hostility.lsl The traders were conse-
quently forced to devote increasing sums to arms and
ammunition to protect themselves and their OSudanese

employees from attack, and their profits were thus eroded.162

Other developments also tended to wear away their
profits. Originally, the commodity in great demand

among the negroes was glass beads,163 for a small quantity

157Gray, loc. eit., p. 29

1581p34., pp.23-26, 38-40, and passim.

159%. Hi11, Egypt in the Sudan, p. 162

1600f. supra, p. 1l.

161G ray, op.cit., pp. 36-37, 40-44.

162Douin, L'Empire africain, part 1, p. 11

163Gulllaume Lejean, "Le Haut-Nil et le Soudan",
Revue des deux mondes&)XXxVIII ,(1862), p.747 (Hereafter
cited as "Le Haut-Nil
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of which, im the beginning, they would exchange a

valualle quantity of ivory.164 But as time passed,

an increasing number of traders, attracted by the large
profite mad e by the early traders, came to engage in the
ivorytirade +themselves. The price of ivory, in terms of
beads, began to go up.165 Eventually, the native market
for beds was sated, and, such was the simplicity of life
of most of the native tribes that there was no other
commolity which could economically be brought to the

regionand exchanged for ivory.166

There was, however, something which the traders
could obvtaimnn in the area of the Upper Nile itself which
could e exchanged for ivory. The basis of the eoconomic
and swcial 1 ife of many of the negro tribes was cattle,
and several European travellers in those regions noted
the great value placed by the people of those tribes upon

their cows..l67 Those traders whose beads were not wanted

164Gray, op.cit., p. 31

165 petherick, Egypt, the Soudan and Central Africa,
p. 413; Petherick, Trave%s, 1, 228-9

166Gray, op.cit., pp. 48-9 .

ls?’Samuel W. ‘Baker, The.Albert N anza:
of thelile and Explorations o e
Macmillan, 1888)(henceforth cited as Albert Nyanza), D. 14,
Le jean, loc .cit., p. T43.
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could and did accept an invitation from a friendly chief
to make a raid on his neighbor's cattle, the booty of
which would be an acceptable medium of exchange for

ivory or the service of any porters the trader might

require.168

The evidence seems to indicate that it was the
Frerich trader Alphonse de Malzac who took matters in hand

between 1854 and his death in 1860 and "initiated the

intensive exploitation" of the area of the Bahr al—Jaballsg,,

Firs+t, he originated the practice of buildng encampments,
protected by fences or palisades of thornbushes, known

as =aribas, to serve as fortified bases for his activities
in the interior, away from the riVe:c-.170 Secondly,he made
raids for cattle and slaves an essential part of his bu-
siness activities.

[De Malzacﬂ stimulated the existing tribal
rivalries and stabilized their shifting
antagonisms by forming alliances with
certain tribal sections... The chaos of
tribal warfare ... was exploited and trans-
formed into the means of extending his
power over a vast region. A firm pattern
of alliances, subjection and hostility was
established.171

1683ray, loc. cit.
lngray, loc. cit., P« 47

1701p44.

1M11pid4., pp. 47-8
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Thirdly, although others had from time to time paid their
employees in slaves, "it was de Malzac who first syste-

nl72 Thus he found he

matically exploited this situation.
could sharply reduce the costs of maintaining large

bodies of armed men.173 Some of the slaves paid to his

men became wives; slave-children were trained in va-

rious ways to make themselves useful; other slaves, again,
were sold to dealers who took them down the Nile to sell
them at large proi‘its.l74 De Malzac's example was followed
by many other traders; indeed, had they not done so,
the majority of them would probably have been forced out

of business.l75

By 1860, the date of de Malzac's death, it would
appear that his system prevailed throughout the regions
around the Bahr al-Jabal. Samuel Baker, who travelled
from Khartoum to the headwaters of the Bahr al-Jabal, the

Albert Nyanza, from 1863 to 1865, witnessed the activities

1721pi4., pp. 51-2.

1731pid., p. 51.
1741p14., p. 52, : )

1751p14.
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of these ivory- and slave-traders. He describes the pro-
ceedings of a typical example of one of them. According

to Baker, a trader, engaging from 100 to 300 men whom he
provides with arms and ammunition, and buying several hun-
dred pounds of glass heads, leaves with his followers from
Khartoum about the month of December, Arriving at a landing-
place on the upper reaches of the Nile, the party disembark
and march into the interior to meet =some native chief,"with
whom they establish an intimacy." An agreement ies reached
under which the trader's party is to attack the village of

a neighboring tribe. This is done; the adult males of the
village attacked are shot or driven off, while the women and
children, together with the cattle and any ivory to be

found in the village, are taken to the camp of the trader's
negro ally, There the cattle, much coveted by the chief,
are exchanged for ivory, "a tusk for a cow, according to
size -- a profitable business, as the cows

177

have cost nothing."™’ The slaves, Baker says,

176

Baker, Albert Nyanza, pp. 12-14.

1T 1p14., p. 14.
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belonged to the trader. They were put up to public
suction among the men, who bought what they needed,
'the amount being ... reckoned against their wages." 'O

He added:

A good season for a party of a hundred
and fifty men should produce about two hun-
dred cantars (20,000 1lbs.) of ivory, valued
at Khartoum at £4,000. The men being paid
in slaves, the wages should be nil, and there
should be a surplus of four or five hundred
slaves for the trader's own profit —- worth
on an average five to six pounds each.l79

The ivory and slaves were taken down the Nile
in the trader's boats, Baker said, the slaves being lan-
ied at points within a few days' travel of Khartoum to
avoid open violation of the prohibition then in force
against the importing of slaves into Egyptian territory,lso
end +the ivory being landed at Khartoum. Meanwhile, some
of the trader's armed men remained behind. While awaiting
their employer's return in the following season, they
formed a settlement in the country, which served as a

bpase for further incursions of a similar kind.lBl Baker

1781p44,

1191v44., p. 15

180cf. infra, p. 219.

lBlBaker, loc. cit.
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points out, however, that in all this, the negroes Wwere by
no means wholly deserving of sympathy, for they did much
to bring their misfortunes on themselves. He describes
the negroes as being
worse than wvultures, being devoid of harmony
even in the same tribe, The chiefs have no
real control; and a small district, containing
four or five towns, club together and pillage
the neighbouring province. It is not surprising
that the robber traders of the Nile turn this
spirit of discord to their own advantage, and

league themselves with one chief, to rob Tnother,
whom they eventually plunder in his turn.1l82

The wages of the tollowers of +the Upper Nile tra-
ders were not paid only in slaves, however, but also in
other merchandise supplied to them by their employers. It
cane to pass, therefore, that "the profits of the traders...
became dependent not ohly on the export of ivory but also
on their position as traders with their own servants and
stetions.."lg3 A kind of mixed society began to grow up
in the pagan regions south of the Sudan, composed of the
enployees of the traders recruited in the Sudan, on
the one hand, and their wives, children, and slaves,

4
on the other.ls‘ Large numbers of men, vexed by the

1821434., p. 2233 ef., Lejean, "Le Haut-Nil,"p.747.
lSBGray, op.eit., p. 51.

1841pig., pp. 46, 113.
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oppressive taxation of the Egyptian Government in the

Sudan, left their homes and went to work in the south.l85

A very prominent part in this population movement was played
by Danagla and other natives of Nubia, and by Ja'liyin.
These were the men who, for the greater part, furnished

the soldiers and boat-crews, the ivory hunters and the
slave-merchants who penetrated into the Upper Nile regions.186
A prominent part wes also played by Baggara tribesmen, as
soldiers and hunters of Blaves.187 They carried on the
latter activity, Schweinfurth says, in their customary
way, "with sword and lance, disposing of their spoil at
the nearest Seribas [?aribqé], where their activity was

much a}:wpreciated."]‘88

But while Sudanese were penetrating in increasing
numbers to the southern regions, the Europeans, who had
played such an active role in earlier years, were finding

it increasingly hard to carry on. For reasons which will

185James Hamilton, Sinai, the Hedjaz, and Soudan:
Wanderinzs Around the Birth-Place of the Prophet, end

Across the Aethiopian Desert, 1rom wawakin 10 Chartum
(London: Richard Eenfiﬁ, IES?}, PP. 381-33 G.B. HI1T,
op.cit., 281-%

lasLejean, loc. cit., p. 742; Gray, op.cit., p.
123 and passim; Holt, Mahdist State, p. 10

187paker, Albert Nyanza, p. 23

1885 chweinfurth, op.cit., II, 240-1
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be discussed further on, the Khedive Isma'il took steps
whose effect was to impel the Europeans to sell their
properties in the south and to leave. The last European
traders left in 1867; thereafter the Upper Nile traders
were composed exclusively of Sudanese, Egyptians, and other
Ottoman aubjects.189 0f these, the principal was Ahmad
al-'Aqggad, a wealthy Zgyptian who was able to buy out

190 But despite

many of the establishments of his rivals.
the commanding commercial position he thus obtained, he
encountered the same difficulty as his predecessors. His
expenses, particularly those of equipping his boats and
emplcyees with arms, were enormous, and threatened to ren-

191 Inevitably

der his operations wholly uneconomical.
he was impelled to follow the same path as those who had
gone before, to supplement his ivory trading by trading

in slaves. It was said that Aggad "aurait dix fois fait
faillite sans l'apport de l'esclavage..." "L'expéfience,"

wrote & French merchant settled at the Sudanese town of

Berber, "démontre suffisamment que le commerce de l'ivoire

lgODouin, L'Empire africain, bart 1, p» 473.

Ibid.
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pratiqué'sans ce dernier et intéressant supplément est
un commerce ruineux, quelle que soit la quaﬁtité que l'on

exporte."192

If this could be said of & mem of 'Aqgad's posi-
tion, how much more would it apply to men of smaller re-
gources? [t certainly applied to the traders who after
the discovery of the river route intc the Bahr gl-Ghazal
in 1855, penetrated intc that region, and beyond ir;to Dar
Fertit, as Schweinfurth found when he visited those regions
in the yemrs from 1868 tc 1871. There, he says, the va-
rious Khartoum traders and trading companies sent out
expeditions every year, very extended expeditions, "to
the remotest of the Kredy trites in the wesi, and even
penetrated beyond them to the Niam-niam fAzande triba in
the south-west ..." in search of ivory.lg3 But, he adds,

it did not take them very long to discover

that the annual produce of ivory was altoge-

ther inadequate to defray the expenses of equip-

ping and meintaining their srmed force.

Finding, however, that the region offered

every facility for the sale of slaves, they be-
gen gradually to introduce this unrighteous

192
Ibid., P 474. g -

19 gonweinfurth, op.eit., II, 220
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traffic inio their commercial dealings, until

at length i1 became, if not absolutely the

prine, certainly one of _the leading objects

of their expeditions...l

It was this activity which was to make the Bahr
al-Yhazal one of the principal theaters of the slave-trade
in North-Easi Africa after about 1860, far out-distancing
the Bair sl-dabal.!9” This was probably due to the grea-
ter proximity of the Bahr al-Ghazal to the traditional
slave-raiding area of Dar Fertit, and to Koriofan and Dar-
fur, where tke slave-trade had long been well-established,
and due als¢ to the fact thit the native tribes of the
Baar al-Ghazzl were brought under much firmer control by
the Sudanese settlers and traders than were fthose of the

196

Bahr al-dJd=bal. The consequences of this latter circum-

stance will be seern in a monent .

We lave already seenr how considerable numbers
of Sudanese were impelled by the heevy taxes laid upon
them in their homelands by the Egyptian Govermment of the
Sudan, to enigrate to find work with the ivory enterprises

in the south, outside the limits of Egyptian control.

191114,
lgsGray, op.cit., pp. 65, 107

190 1p53., p. 65
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In time, a process of colonization began im the south,
as a complex system of trading arrangements developed
vwhereby, as we have sszen, the profits of the ivory en-
terprises in Khartoum came to depend as much on their
trzsde with their employees and others settled in their
southern trading posts, &8 upon exportis of slaves and

ivory to external sources.

Schweinfurth nakes some remarks on the organiza-
tion of the settlements so established in the Bahr al-
Ghazal and in Dar Fertit and how it facil;tated the taking
of slaves. These settlements, called zarila(s), or in

L3 were the properties, im Schweinfurth's

198

Fertit, daym(s),
day, of eighteen Khartoum traders or trading enterprises.
The colonists in these settlements had succeeded in many
cases in reducing the negro tribes in their meighborhood

199

to 8 condition of vassalage. This had been possible,

Schweinfurth says, because in most parts of Bahr al-Ghazal
there was
nothing anywhere like an organised common-

wealth such as may be found amongst the Dinka...
The Nubiane, consequently, never had to

197Schweiniurth, loc, 2it., py 212
1981p14., 1, 6

1991v34., p. 113,
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contend against the unanimous hostility
of a povwerful or well-disciplined people,
eand only in a few isolated places hEﬂ to
encount exr much resolute opposition. 0

O0nce they had established controi over a particular area,
Sdchweinfurth goes on, the settlers enjoyed virtually so-
vereign righte cover the land and the natives who dwelt
there. The natives could be required as the occasions
arose to till the land for the benefit of the zariba set-
tlers and to furmish porters for the trading and military
expeditions orgemized by the wakil(s), the agents charged
with supervising the zaribas for their prineipals, who were
generally residemt in Khartoum.201 These virtuaslly sove-
reign rights exercised over the surrounding countries and
peoples by the settlers under the direction of a particular
Khartoum principal were generally recognized by the agents
end settlers of other principals, and no Sudanese not in
the empley of a particular enterprise might trespass with

impunity upon the lands c¢laimed by the enterpriae.202

The focus of a particular territory was of course

the zarita itself, the garrison settlement which served

200134 ,, pp. 112-13 ~ :

@Olrpsida,, 1. 7; 1I, 164

2021yp34., 1, 201
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as 8 Aepot for "ivory, ammunition, barter-goodis, and
neans of z.mbs:l_fscezac:ta..."203 The nucleus of a zaribta com-
nunity was its garrison. This was generally conposed of
both Sudanese and native Africain troops, im xoughly
equal proportioms, the African troops being recxruited
from anong the domestic slaves of the zariba.2o4 The
remainder of the population was conmposed of the wives and
children of the troops, other employeses of the trading
principal and their families, the domestic slaves of the
settlers, and sleve-dealers, numbers of whom wexre always

205 Schweinfuxrth estimated

in residence at the settlement.
that of the whole zariba populatiom of the aress he visi-
ted, the domestic slaves were perhaps four-fifths of the

total. 206

The zariba was also the base for the armed expe-
ditions sent out elther to trade or to make raids om hostile
tribes for cattle, slaves, and other booty such as copper

and grain., The catile were used to buy ivory from other

203 1v4d., pp. 6-7.

204Schweinfurth, op.cit., cited (no page given)in
Douin, loe.cit., part 2, note, pp. 126-T.

2031444,

2067444,
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iribes and to pay the native porters who accompanied the
expeditioms. BSuch cattle as remained after payment for
ivory and porterage were taken as provision for the za-
xiba, as wes the grain, or distributed among the soldiers,
vwho alsc received the captured slaves as part of their

vazes, Of these slaves, some were keptb at the zariba

as servants, while others were sold %o Blave—merchants.207

Not all the slaves taken were seized in raids against
hostile tribes, In some cases, they were taken from among

the 'domesticated' tribes whe dwelt onm the lands ruled by

208

a zarida, In some¢ places, the nrumber of slaves taken

from this source was large. Schweinfurih states that in

the early years of the settlenment of the Bahr al-Ghazal,

boys and girls were carriei off by thousands

as slaves to distant lands; ... In course of
time they [the settlers) came to know that

the enduring value of the possessions which
they had gained depended mainly on the phy-
sical foxrce at their disposal; they began

te understand how they must look to the hands
of the natives for the culiivation of their
ecorn ... Heanwnile, altogether, the populatigs
nust have dininished by at least two-thirds. 9

207I:bj.d.o’ Ppo ]-34"5

208944, p. 128.

Zogschwein:furth, op.cit., I, 1k4
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The behavior of the settlers towards the negroes general-
ly was characterized, in Schweinfurth's view, by a want
of foresight which had had regrettable consequences for
them:

The Nubians [ﬁ.e. the Sudanese colonists in
the Upper Nile districts], too shortsighted

to foresee the consequences of their folly,
are accustomed... to commence.,. depredations
upon any land from which they have no longer
anything to gain by an amicable trade,.. In
their repeated razzias against the surround-
ing nations they have been addicted to the
practice of carrying off the women and girls,
and this has roused the Niam-niam,.. to the
last degree of exasperation, It is this...
traffic in human beings that acts as the lead-
ing incentive to these.., Nubians, and has
caused so much detriment... to their posses-
sions. 1In one part, as amongst the Bongo

[one of the 'domesticated' tribes], it has re-
sulted in bringing about an insufficiency of
labour, and in another, as amongst the Niam-
niam, it has thrown a barricade of hostility
across their further progress.210

Schweinfurth's writing, it is true, betrays a cer-
tain cold dislike of the general mass of settlers whom he
observed in the course of his travels. But it seems un-
likely that this prejudice was so strong as to vitiate the
accuracy of his observations. His dislike was not
absolute; he was ready freely to give opraise

or commendation to individual gettlers to whom

2101pi4., 1I, 189.

e e
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he thought it due.211 His remarks on the slave-raiding

and slave-trading carried on in the Bahr al-Ghazal, more- -
over, do not seem to have been colored by any spirit

of sentimental humanitarianism for the pagan natives,

in whom his interest was purely anthropological and eth-
nological., He had & considerable reputation as an acute

and accurate observer,212

with interest in and knowledge
of several different fields of science besides botany, his
specialty.213 If fault may be found with his remarks on
the slave-trade, it might be in a slight tendency to exag-
gerate the extent of the trade or the numbers of slaves

involved.,. Aside from this, one feels that his account is

egsentially accurate.

In consequence of the settlers! slave-taking activi-
ty, the dayms and zaribas were filled with large numbers
of domestic slaves, most of them females, and with slaves
of both sexes engaged in agricultural work.214

In the next chapter, we shall describe the

211yp34,, I, 200, 192-3.

212615y, op.cit., p. 61; of. Richard Hill, Bio-
raphical Dictionary oFf the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan tOxTord:
arendon Press, 1901), Do 254.

213Schweinfurth, op.cit., passim.

2145 nweinfurth, op.cit., cited (no page given)
in Douj.n’ IOCQCito" po 128,
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circumnstances in which some of these slaves, as well
as other slaves taken in the Sudan's borderlands, found

their way into the currents of trade to the Sudan and

to Egypt.



CHAPTER III

THE TRANSPORT OF THE SLAVES TO MARKET

In the chapter preceding, we tried to show why
and in what manner people were enslaved. In the present
chapter, we shall describe the processes by which some of
them entered the flow of trade, by which they came to be

bought and sold.

Some of those who enslaved others also habitually
engaged in the trade in slaves. Such for example were
the kings of Gomma, Enarya, and Jimma, Galla states 1in
southern Ethiopia.l Such also were the Baggara chiefs,
who "carry on a considerable trade in cattle, butter, and
slaves, the latter of which they steal from the bordering
countries,“2 as well as the great traders of Dar Fertit
and the Bahr al-Ghazal, like Zubayr Rahma Mansur, who
in 1870 exported about 1,800 slaves, which Schweinfurth
cotimated would fetch him about £ 14,000 at Khartoum.’

lF.O. Y8, Plowden to Clarendon, Massawa, 9/VII/1854.
This dispatch contains' an extensive report an internal con-
ditions in various parts of Ethiopia.

2‘Pallme, op.cit., p. 119.

3+Schweinfurth, op.cit.(1873 ed., unabridged), cited
in Gray, op.cit., p. 69n.

99
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The Rufa'a Abu Ruf Bedouins customarily took the booty

of their raids first to the town of Sennar, where the

best of the slaves were sold for their own profit. The
remainder they brought to Khartoum where they surrendered
them to the Egyptian Government. "The Pasha Eche Governor-
Genera]J chose the best of these for himself," while the
rest, if fit males, were taken into the army.4 We have
already noted that the Government of the Egyptian Sudan
also made a practice of selling some of the slaves acqui-

red in its razzias.

Generally speaking, however, the slave-trade was
in the hands of intermediaries, merchants who were pro-
fessionally engaged in the trade. These dealers were
knovn in 4rabic as jallaba (sing. jallab), a word whose
general meaning was 'importer' or 'trader,' especially of
livestock, and which was commonly used in the nineteenth
century with the more restricted meaning of "one who
brings slaves from foreign countries, particularly from
African countries, for sale."5 The jallabs of Egypt and

the Sudan no doubt came from many different areas, but

4R. Hill, "Chronicle," p. 15.

Lane, E. W., An Arabic English Lexicon...(London:
Williams and Norgate, 1863), Book 1, part 1, p. 440.
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it appears that the greater number of them were Sudanese,
of those groups known as Danagla, Ja'liyin, Baggara and
Shaygiyya (Shayqiyya).6 Their capital investment was
minute,T and their circumstances of life humble.8 They
were in fact small itinerant merchants, dealing in a wide
variety of articles inaddition to slaves, such as cotton
cloth, soap, mirrors, onions, copper rings, and amulets,

9

ag well as larger wares like firearms and even livestock.

These jallabs penetrated to the borderlands between
Muslim and pagan, travelling on dmkeys or on cattle fur-
nished them by the Baggara.lo The slaves they acquired
there were not to be obtained for money, for, as Pallme
says of the pagan tribes of southern Kordofan, they "do not
know the value of money, and always accept such goods as
they reckon among their wants for their commodities, "'t

This was true of all the borderlands beyond the control of

% .B. Hill, op.cit., p. 372; Schweinfurth, op.cit.
II, 194-5; Holt, Mah }sf State, p. 31.

7Gra.y, op.cit., p.5.

8Bowring, op.cit., p. 84; Combes,gg.ait., I, 3173%
Escayrac de Lauture, op.cit., p. 505.

dschweinfurth op.cit., II, 217; Douin L'Empire
africain, part 2, p. 347.

O sohwe infurth, op.cit., II, 209, 241.

11 3
Pallme, op.cit., p. 160.
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the Egyptian Government.12 To obtain slaves, therefore,
the jallabs brought articles such as those we have men-
tioned, as well as others like brass and iron wire, grain,

13 This last article came in a wide va-

and glass beads.
riety of different colors, and was popular also in the

Sudan itseli‘.l4 They were commonly imported from Europe

and were very much sought after among the people of the bor-

derlends along the length of the whole geographical Sudan.15

Some jallabs were in the habit of frequenting en-
campments of the Baggara for the purpose of buying slaves
from them.16 The manner in which the Jjallabs recovered
cattle seized from the Baggara as tribute and sold them to
the tribesmen in exchange for slaves has been described.
We have alreadynoted the presence of jallabs in the settle-
ments of Dar Fertit and the Bahr al-Ghazal. It was also

common praetice for merchants trading in the borderlands

to conduct their trade under a kind of 'treaty-arrangement, '

12R. Hi11, Egypt in the Sudan, p. 38.

138run-Rollet, op.cit., pp.98-9; Burckhardt, op.
eit,,p. 325; Pallme, 0p.cC t , P. 160,

14Burckhardt op.cit., p. 303; Tunisi, Voyage au
Darfour, pp. 41-2.

15Brun Rollet, op.cit., pp. 116, 230; Plowden,Op.
eit., p. 132.

16

Petherick, Egypt,the Soudan and Central Africa,p.223,
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coneluded directly with a local chief or ruler. Such
an arrangenent, not too clearly defined, seems to have .
existed between the reth (king) of the Shilluks and the
nerchants from the towns of Kurum and Tagali in Kordofan.
These merchants received, in return for payment of some
kind, the reth's permission to carry on trade at his seat,
at wvhich they were under his protection and where they
receivad food and lodging from him.l7 In trading with

some¢ of the Iluba tribes, the jallabs were compelled simi-
larly to purchase the protection of the chiefs, with whom
alore they might do business.18 Comparable arrangements
were common among the Gallas and elsewhere in Ethiopia,l9
end in the upper reaches of the Blue Nile, the country
kynown as the Bani Shangul.20 Sometimes, indeed, merchants
fron the Suden went to live among the pagan peoples with
vhon they habitually traded, settling down more or less

pernanently, taking local women as wives.Zl

Many jallabs, again, made a practice of accompa-

nying the expeditions sent out both by Governors and

-

ITBI'UII—ROIJ.Bt, ._D_R-Citl H p- 95-

lskﬁppell, loe.cit., p. 298,
191rapf,gg.éit.,p.69; Plowden,op.cit., p. 129.
200ray, op.cit., p. 66.

2lpnppell, loc.cit., p. 288.
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subordinate officers in the Egyptian Sudan, and by the
wakils of the settlements in Fertit and the Ghazal to
take slaves and other booty. A fair number of slarve-—
dealers followed Ahmad Pasha's expedition into Dar Funj
in 1843. After a successful assault on a negro hill or
vill.f.zge, those slaves remaining after the army had re-
cedred its share were apportioned out, while the Fforce
was still on foot, to the officers and men in lieu of
cash payment of wages. Those who did not wish %o be en-
cumbered with slaves would sell them to a jallab.ge Speak-
ing in 1877 of the raids carried on in the Ghazal, (c¢lo-
nel ¢.G. Gordon, the Governor-General, says, "With 211
these expeditions thae go a flock of Gallabats [gggj'ng—
lsta] -- little petty merchants on domkeys. It is they

that take down the slaves from those who make the ra.ids."23

We =are told that slave-traders, some of them arned,
had been coming to Dar Fertit from Darfur and Kordofam
every winter, the dry season, long before the opexding

of 4he Bahr al-Ghazal by the ivory traders. The re,

zzﬁlaving Expedition," p. 557.

23¢.3. Ei11, op.cit., p. 252.
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according to Schweinfurth, "under the sanction of the
more influential chieftains," they founded "large esta-
blishments (Dehms) to serve as marts or depots for their
black merchandise."24 To do so, they were required by
those chieftains to pay "heavy imposts" for the privilege
of trading t'nere.25 When in the late 1850s and early 1860s,
the agents of the Khartoum ivory enterprises penetrated
into Darx Fertit, along with their armed men, they joined
forces witk the jallabs they found established there.
The dayms of the jallabs were converted into fortified
settlements on the pattern of the zaribas of the Bahr al-
Ghazal. In the course of time, "these places assumed the
appeararce of the market towns of the Soudan."26 The lar-
gest and wealthiest of these settlements was that of Zubayr
Rahma Mansur, an able and resourceful trader of Ja'li (Ja'li-
yin) extraction.27 It was called simply Daym Zubayr, and
Schweiniur%h describes it as being

enclosed by a palisade 200 feet square; hund-

reds of farmsteads and groups of huts were
scattered round, extending far away along the

24gcaweinfurth; op.cit., II, 219. .
251pid., p. 220.
261114,

275011, Mahdist State, p. 10.
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eastern slope of a deep depression...

The whole place, in all its leading fea-
tures, had the aspect of a town in the
Soudan, and vividly reminded me of Matam-
ma, the great market town in Gallabat,
where all the inland trade with Abyssinia
is transacted.28

The jallabs of Dar Fertit, says the same traveller,

by remaining in their old quarters reagped

a twofold advantage: in the first place,

the large contingents of armed men that

were now introduced into the country relieved
them from the necessity of maintaining troops
of their own; and,secondly, they were exone-
rated from the heavy imposts that they had
been compelled to pay to the native Kredy
chieftains, as these were very speedily re-
duced by the Nubians to the subordinate po-
sition of mere sheikhs or local overseers of
the natives.29

In the course of his travel through Dar Fertit, Schwein-

furth visited five of these dayms, which represented "so
nany centres of the slave-trade in this part of the

country."30

Under the security established by the northern
settlers, "the itinerant Jellaba were soon able to travel

freely throughout the Bahr al-Ghazal, effecting a rapid

283 chweinfurth, op.cit., p. 212.

291bid., p. 220. .

301114,
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extension of the network of overland trade.“jl

Many
hundreds of them arrived from Darfur and Kordofan;
Schweinfurth estdnated the number of those who arrived
for the winter season of 1870-71 to have been 2,TOOo32

In addition to these, there were about a further 2,000
who were permanemt residents in the Bettlements.33 Many
of them travelled up and down the country, stopping at
different settlements, "oU ils trouvaient d'abondantes
provisions de gaxgonnets et de fillettes...”34 This flow
of slave-traders into the Bahr al-Ghazal by the overland
routes increased afier the Khedive Isma'il had established
a river police om the White Nile to check the slave traffic
on the ri'ver.35 Phe traders were attracted by the large
margin of profit which might be made. For, Schweinfurth
says, a Jallab who in 1870 arrived with an investment of
about thirty-five Neria Theresa dollars in the form of a

donkey, and, say, ctotton goods, could return to the Sudan

3J'Gray, op.cit., p. 67

325chweinfurth, op.cit., IT, 213.

33Gray, Aoc., citl

34Schweinf'urth, gp.cit., cited (no page given).
in Douin, loc.citk., 'p. 128.

35Schweinfu:rth, op.cit., II, 213.
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with at least four slaves who, if they survived the ardu-
ous Jjourney, could fetch $MT 250 at Khartoum.36 Not all.
the slaves did survive, and there was always the risk to
the trader that his slaves might break free and take flight
with his provisions, leaving him to face starvation as

well ag the loss of his merchandise.37

Prom all these places in or near the borderlands,
the slaves acquired by the jallabs were conveyed over a
nunber of routes to Egypt and beyond. In the rest of this
chapter, we shall briefly describe these routes, the main
slave-markets on them, and some of the conditions which

affected the movement of the trade.

The most western of these routes was that which
linked Egypt with Dar Fertit by way of Darfur. This road
had already been in use for some time at the beginning
of the périod we are discussing. In the late eighteenth

century, according to W.G. Browne, slaves were commonly

36Schweinfurth, op.cit.(unabridged ed.), II, 347,
cited in Douin, loc.cit., p. 129. The Maria Theresa dol-
lar ($MT) being worth about four shillings, this would
have amounted to about £50 sterling, or gUS 120,

37Douin, loc.cit., p. 131.
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brought to larfur not only from Fertit, but also from

the country of the Azande,38 a tribe dwelling on either
side of the Nile-Congo watershed. According to E.F. Jo-
mard in 1845, the trade in slaves and other commodities
had been carried on between Egypt and Darfur for "several
centuries."39 The Muslim Sultanate of Darfur was esta-
blished protably sometime before the middle of the seven-
‘teenth century as we have seen, and it is possible that
the Fertit~larfur-Egypt route was in use as early as this

reriod, and perhaps earlier.

Wherever were the main staging-points in Fertit
for merchants travelling to Darfur, it seems highly pro-
bable that the first Darfur town they encountered was
Hofrat al-Nanas, a settlement devoted to copper—mining40
and to trade. TFrom the late eighteenth century, at least,
until it wae annexed to the Egyptian Sudan in 1874, Hofrat

al-Nahas was under the nominal sovereignty of Darfur, and

was an entrepot between Darfur and Dar Fertit.4! From

38310wne, op.cit., pp. 297, 310.

3gJonard, E.-F., "Preface," Tunisi, Quaday,p.iii.

4Cschweinfurth, op.cit., II, = 224.

4lGray, op.cit., pp. 65-6,
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Hofrat al-Nahas, this road led northward to Kubayh, the

42 Dr. Charles Cuny, a

commercial metropolis of Darfur.
French officer in the Egyptian medical service about
1854, calls Kubayh
le ville des djellabs, c'est-B-dire celle
qui leur est assignée pour demeure et la
seule place de commerce d'ou ils ne peuvent
point s'écarter, si ce n'est pour [sic

aller au Facher ou ... Dar-es-Sultan, & la43
demeure roysle quand ils y sont appeles...

It was remarkable that few if any of the people of the
town were natives of Darfur; the population, Browne says
vere "all merchants and i‘oreigners...“44 of whom "the
generality" were engaged in trade with Egypt.45 Some of
these merchants were Egyptians, a few were from Tunis or
Tripoli of the West,46 but "the greater number" came from
the riverain lands of the Sudanese Nile.47 It would

appear that the majority of these came from the Nubian

42Browne, op.cit., p. 234,

43Dr. Charles Cuny, "Notice sur le Dar—Four, et
sur les caravanes quiése re dent de ce pays en Egypte,.."
Bulletin de la Societéd de Geographie, VIII(August-September,
1854), p. 88.

A4Browne, op.cit., p. 236.
“51pid., p. 240.
461444, , p. 241.

411p34., p. 240.
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regions south of Hannak, notably the regions of Dongola
and the Mahass, since the general name applied to them
was ‘'Danagla,' and Browne tells us that among themselves
they spoke Barabra, or Nubian, although they also knew

Arabic.48

They had emigrated to Darfur to escape the
turnoil of their homeland, convulsed by the raiding acti-
visy of the warlike Shaygiyya and other tribes and the
lack of any government able to maintain order.49 To this
factor, we might add that the people of Nubia had a tra-
dition of emigration, The Nile Valley,

trés ressgrrée dans la province de Dongola,

ne livre la culture qu'un sol exigu...

Désertant ce territoire d'extréme pauvrete,

les habitants, Barabra au nord, Danagla au

sud ont emigré, les premiers vers 1'Egypte

ou ils louent leurs services, les secondgs

vers les villes du Soudan et du Darfour.
The Denagla of Darfur were "generally remarked as inde-
fatigeble in commerce," and owing to this spirit of ent er—
prise haed done much to stimulate commercial activity be t-

ween Igypt and Darfur.5l

The Danagla established a strong
position for themselves in Darfur which lasted far into
the nineteenth century. In the 1860s, they were said to

nave

*81vid., p. 242.°

“91vid., p. 241.

50Douin, loc.eit., part 1, pp. 2-3,

SlBI‘OWIle, EE-Cit. [ pp. 241"’2-
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le monopcle du trafic dans le Darfour; ils
¥ forment un pouvoir compact, fort, qui
s'impose au gouvernement lui-mfme et lui
dicte... mesures d'exclusion qui ont ferme
le paye & tout commerce européen.52

Aes foreigners, the jallaba of Kubayh seem to have been
unpopular with the people. According to Cuny again,

"les djellabs sont trés mal vus par les habitants du
Dazr-Four; mais le sultan les protége % cause des revenus
que lui procure le commerce qu'ils font, soit en exporta-

tion soit en importation."53

At the beginning of the nineteenth century,
slaves were said to be an export of considerable importance
in Darfur, and one from which the Sultan derived a rather
sizeable revenue. Browne describes the Sultan as "chief
merchant in the country, [sending] with every caravan
to Egypt a great guantity of his own merchandise..."54 In
1€54 too, the Sultan derived revenue from slaves not only
by levying duty on the caravans setting out for Egypt, but al-
soby the selling of slaves captured by his subjects in warfare.55

52Douin, Lots clts; ps 36,

530uny, loc.cit., pp. 88-=9
54Browne .
y Op.cit., p. 301.

55Cuny, loe. eit., p. 118.
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Kubayh was the southern terminus of the road
between Darfur and Egypt, a road known as the Dab s1-
Arba'in, literally, 'the road of forty (days),' which was
the length of time supposed to be required for & caravan

to traverse its 1ength.56

In fact, longer pericds of
travel were often reported: Browne and Tunisi required
about sixty days each, and many caravans required as nany

as ninety days for the journey.57 One must therefore assune
that the name implied forty marching days, and excluded

halts.28

The annual caravan left Kubayh sometine daring
the period from November to February, for Asyut, dn Upper

Egypt.59 It carried with it, inter alia, a considerable

number of slaves. The number of these slaves varded fron
one year to another, often considerably. Accoxdimgz %o
Browne, the people of Darfur "esteem two thousamd camels,

and & thousand head of slaves, a large caravan.“a}But

56W. B. K. Shaw, "Darb el Arba'in. The Forty Days'
Road," Sudan Notes and Records, XII (1929), p. 65a

57Cuny, loe.cit., p. 87.

58Shaw, loc.cit. -

59Henri Dehérain, "Siout (Haut-ﬁgypte): B0OL com-
nerce avec le Soudan," La Nature, XXIV (1896), p.259%
(Hereafter cited as -"Siout.

60Br0wne, op.cit., p. 249,
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according to Girard a few years later, each caravan
generally brought as many as five or six thousand sla-

ves;61 on occasion, however, it might bring as few as

945, as in 1850.62

From Kubayh, the caravan moved across the desert
Co the oasis of Salima, thénce to Shabb, thence to the
pasis of Kharja, an outpost of Ottoman Egypt.63 The
caravan was met in the oasis by a kashif, an official dis-
patched by the Governor of Upper Egypt, on the latter's
Learning of the imminent arrival of the caravan in Egypt.64
The kashif was accompanied by a scribe, and it was at Khar-
ja that the amount of customs duty which the caravan mer-
chants were to pay was arrived at.65 The procedure followed
in the reign of Muhammad 'Ali Pasha and afterwards may have
been similar to that followed at the beginning of the

nineteenth century.

Suivant 1'usage general de 1'Orient, ou 1l'on
entre en négociatlon d'affaires par des presens

/
61Girard, Description de 1l'Egypte,p. 282,

62Escayracde Léﬁture, op.cit., p. 580,

63Browne, _2 cit., pp. 184-9; Girard, lo 7 b
Pp. 281-2,

64Guny, loe. cit., p. 96.

651bid.; Girard, loc.cit., p. 282.
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mutuels, il était offert, de la part du

roi de¢ I8rfour, au x8chef qui venait re-
connaitre la caravane..., deux esclaves et
deux chameaux, et ... au moment m&me du
reglement des droits de douane ... quatre
esclaves et quatre chameaux. Le chef de la
caravane recevait en retour, du kf8chef, de
la part du bey gouverneur de la pgovince

de Syout, un habillement complet.

These formalities having been completed, the
caravan proceeded from Kharja to Asyut, the capital of
Upper Egypt, and a city with strong commercial ties with

67

Darfur. Acccrding to custom, the merchants did not

enter the town itself, but raised their tents in a sandy

68 1t was here that the duties

plain near tne town.
agreed upon at Knarja were paid, for the acquitment of
which the merchants were obliged to sell some of their
goods.69 They remained at Asyut from two to five months,
after which they proceeded to Cairo, stopping on the way

at Bani 'Adi, Manfalut, and perhaps other Nile towns, where

they engaged in trade.7o

°6Girard, log. cit.

67Cuny, loc.cit., p.973 Denérain,“si9ut,"pp. 259, 261,
68Dehérain, loc.cit., p. 259.
GQGirard, loc.cit.

O1bid., p. 283.
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To the ezst of the road just described was
another route, over which goods were transported from
the Bahr al-Yhazal and, to some extent, from Dar Fertit.
This route, whose earlier staging-point was the town of

7Ll

Talgawna, near the southern edge of the Kordofan steppe,

and whose nain starting-point in the 1870s was Daym

1= led northwards across the steppe to Shakka.

Zubayr,
Scaweinfurth calls this "an important market-place and
rendez-vous for the itinerant slave-dealers..."'- But
that forxr which it was "notorious" in 1870 and for some
years afterwards, was its "being beyond the jurisdiction

w4

of Tgypt and its arbitrary officials, who, because of

the khedivial bans on the importation of slaves into Egyp=-

75were "in the habit of extorting

tian texritory after 1854,
e specifiec sum per head for hush-money on every slave that
[waglcorveyed into  the country..." Thus the traders were
-enabled"bo'transact their nefarious business free from

the burdensome imposts, and to transmit their living mer-

chandise in whatever direction@:jgagsuit them, all over

?lGray, op.cit., p. 66 -

72]Jouin, L'Empire africain, part 2, p. 130.

" Schweinfurth, op.cit., II, 223.

"1bid. 5 G.B.Hill, gp.cit.,p. 225 et passim.

"q¢. 1nfra, pp. 219-20.
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the provinces of the Soudan."76

North of Shakka on this route was E1 QObeid.
While the southern reaches of the route were opened only
in the early 1850s, when a group of jallabs from Kordofan
had settled at Talgawna, ' E1l Obeid had carried on trade
with Egypt before the conquest of the country by the

18 It was an entrep8t of trade for the peoples

Defterdar.
living in the southern reaches of Kordofan, as well as for fralers
from Darfur and even from countries farther west. Pallme

tells us that the town "offers many spectacles rendering

it interesting to the traveller, the chief of which is

the concourse of men from the most distant parts of Africa,
even from Timbuctoo, and other negro states as yet totally
unknown to Europeans."79 Danagla merchants played a great

rart in the coummerce of El Obeid, as in that of Kubayh.

The Danagla, wao were "the most opulent inhabitants of
Kordofan," had control of "nearly the whole of the export

trade. . ."%0 They also carried on "the less important home

trade with the negroes in the hills, with whom they bartezﬂh{l

T6gcnweinfurth, loc.cit.

77uray, op.cit.,  p. 66.
78Rﬂppell, loc.cit.,pp. 169=70

79Pallme, op.cit., p. 277.
801p1d., pp. 116-17.
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for slaves, ivory, etc."al

During the period umder diecussion, slaves seem to
have been an article of paramount importance in the com-

merce of El 0beid.82

Slaves were brought to the town not
only from the neighboring countries, but "even from Kulla,
Banda, Wuanga,Becherni, Bergu, Pezu, and more distant
states [bf the geographical SudanJ, but not in such large
rumbers as from the borders [of Kordofan] .“83 Although
there was a considerible demand for slaves in
Kordofan, where many of those inported were retained, the
majority were exported, "in larger or smaller convoys,

to Egypt and the Levant."84 These ‘convoys' or caravans
travelled from F1 Obeid to the Nile town of Dabba by way
of Simri.85 At Dabba, the slaves and other merchandise

were usnally enbarked in toats snd carried down the river

to the town of Dongola, Here a flourishing trade in slaves

811via., p. 117.

820ombes, op.cit., II, 50; Pallme, loc.cit., p. 292.
Combes calls KordoTan Nun vaste entrep8t d’esclaves...”

83 patine, op.cit., p. 293. -

84Ibid., Pe. 294, Burckhardt, however, speaking of the
Sudan as a whole, belisved the nunber of slaves exported to
Egypt, Arabia, and the Barbary States to be "very greatly be=-
Low" the number retaired in the Sudan; op.cit., p. 343,

8Rtippell, loc.cit., pp. 200, 266-74,
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was carried on; carsvans arrived not only from Kordofan,

but also from Knartoum, and their merchants were "obliged

to dispose of a few head of slaves to pay the duties im-

86

posed upon them here,.” The bazaar of Dongola, Holroyd

says,

is most amply supplied with slaves about the
months of Mzy, June, October, and November;

in May and June the caravans proceed to Cairo
from Senaar anl Kartoom; the merchants having
purchased from the government or soldiers

part of the produce of the Gazzua, and the ca-
ravans from ¥ordofan, which pass the Desert of
Simrie to Debbah, do not generally leave until
the autumn, as they are in a measure indebted
to the pericdicael rains for a supply of water
along this line of road.87

Prom Dongola the traders proceeded along the Nile
to Wadi Halfa, moving by land along the west bank to avoid
the Third and Second Cataracts. The journey to Wadi Hal-
fa was accomplished in nine or ten days, Holroyd says,
and the slaves were made "to walk the whole of the dis-
tance, unless under four years of age, and suffering from

sickness."ss

The Bahr al-Ghazal was connected with the Sudan

not orly by the‘overland route just described, but also

-

86)rthur T, Holroyd, "Report of Arthur T. Holroyd,

Esq., on Nubia, Soodan, Kordofan, &c.," Appendix E, Bow-
Ting, 9’2|Cit-, P 204- :

8T1pia.

881114,
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oy the water route of the Nile, by which the Bahr al-
Jabal region also communicated with the outside world.
The various settlements established in the interior, as
have been described, by the ivory traders were linked

by tracks to landing-places called mashra'(s), from which
they were always a distance of some days' journey.89 The
sole mashra' to be found in the Bahr al-Ghazal was known

20 This was located on a patech of

as Mashra' al-Riqqg.
firm ground surrounded by water and mareh, at the end of

a Kind of cul de sac formed by an arm of the Bahr al-Ghazal

river channel.’t It wes situated in the land of the Riqq,

a section of the great Dinka tribe, from which fact it
derived its name.92 Not only was it the only suitable
landing-place in a large area of permanent marsh and swamp,93
and easily defended from attack, but the loecal Rigq tribes-
men had shpwn themselves friendly to the earliest traders
from Khartoum, being the first native allies whom the tra-

ders had acquired in the Bahr al-Ghazal.g4 Mashra' al-Riqgq

89Schweinfurth, op.cit.y I, Te

POrpig.

H1vid., pp. 7, 36-7.

P1bid., p. 35.

93Gr&y, EB.Cj_'t', p. 580

Mschweinfurth, loc.cit.

-
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wvas the starting-point for expeditioms into the interior
from the Nile, and the point of embarcation for those

returning to Khartoum by river.gs

The principal mashra's on the Bahr al-Jabal were
Shambe, Eliab, Ulibari, and Gondokoro.96 Of these, Gondokoro,
situated at the extreme limit of navigation on the river

irom the north,97

was the best known. It was the point at
which, owing to the welcoming hospitality of the powerful
Bari tribe which dominated the country round, and the appar-
ently good prospects for trade, the earliest expeditions to
the area from the Sudan hed decided to make the center of

thelir commercial activities.98

By 1860, Gondokoro had
become the focus of the trading and raiding activities of
the ivory traders and their armed followers. According
to Samuel Baker, it was only occupied for about two m
nonths during the year, after which time it was deserted,

vhen the annual boats returned to Khartoum and those remaining

departed for the interior.99

P1pia., 1, 37; II, 270.

96 ;
Cf. Gray, op.cit., nap, p. 55, and passim; Schwein-
furth, II, 276, o' 18P ' ’

97Schweinfurfh, Ly -Te
98
Gray, op.cit., pp. 8, 34.

99Baker, Albert Nyanza, p. 56.

-
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This period of occupation probably occurred between Novem—'
ber and March., In November, the traders' vessels, taking
advantage of the north winds which began to blow at that

100 qyqy

time, could leave Khartoum for the Upper Nile.
had nowever to return to Khartoum by March, before the
rainy season began, making all movement on the river ex-

101 But although empty most of the year,

iremely difficult.
during the perioed of its occupation Gondokoro was "a

sprawling insanitiary settlement" with a population of some
seven hundred armed men, "most of whom collected numerous

n102 It functioned

wives and servants from the local tribes.
as "the central supply base" of the traders, and the place
fron which their merchandise, slaves and ivory were sent

to Khartoum.lo3

The numbers of slaves sent to the Sudan by river
fron these two regions seem to have been small compared
with the numbers sent by other routes. It was true that
even in the 1850s, "many" of the boats which arrived at

Khartoun from the Bahr al-Jabal carried from ten to thirty

1OOBrun—Rollet, op.cit., p. 38.

10lrejean, "Le Haut-Nil," p. 744.

102Gray, op.cit., p. 57.

1031v314.; Baker, loc.cit., p. 61.
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slavas;104

nevertheless, compared with sources of slaves )
like the Nuba hills, Dar Funj and other borderland regions
which had furnished sla&es for some time past, the con-
tributicon of the Bahr al-Jabal was “insignificant.“lo5
Chis vas no less true in the 1870s, both of the Bahr al-
Jfebal and of the river-route from the Bahr al-Ghazal; one
estinate places at roughly 2,000 the number of slaves ex-
ported annually from both areas together by river,lo6 a

Tigare "conpletely dwarfed" by the 12-15,000 sent north

Trom tne Bahr al-Ghazal via the Kordofan route alone.lo7

The Blue Nile too was a route of some interest to
the elave-trade. At or near the very limits of Egyptian
rule was the river town of Fazughli. Jallabs from the
north, coming up the Blue Nile bty boat as far as Roseires
(Bus ayris), made a practice of coning to Fazughli and to
the mountainous region of Bani Shangul (Shanqul), a part
of Dar Funj, to parter with Galla tribesmen from the high-

lanis to the east and south-east. The Gallas brought

lO4Gray, op.cit., p. 45.
1057114,
1061pi4., p. 66n.

1071pi4., p. 68.
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coffee, horses, gold, ivory and slaves, which they ex-
changed for glass beads, cloth and, especially, salt.08
The dealings in slaves, at lLeast, seem to have been quite
profitable. For example, a young, sttractive Galla girl
might be had in Bani Shangul for a quantity of salt wath
150 to 175 Egyptian piasters., Taken down the Blue Nile,
she might later be sold at Semmar or Khartoum for 70 to
100 Maria Theresa dollars, thet is, about 1,400 to 2,000

piasters.109

[t is difficult to discover just how extensive
the slave-traffic between this region and the Sudan was
during the period under discussiom. But recently, it
vas sald that as late as the early 1930s, this traffic
was still one of the most inportamt activities of the peo-
rle of Bani Shangul, after their basic agriculture.llo It
is perhaps -not without interest to note that in the 1830s, there

were many Danagla traders din -the cvuntry.lll

lOBBrun-Rollet, op.cit., p. 311; Douin, L'Em-
pire africain, part 1, p. 4.4.

109p0uin, 100.014%.

lloTrimingham, Islan in Ethiopia, p. 220.

1l1pid., p. 219,
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A very important route, or complex of routes, was
that which linked the slave-sources of Ethiopia with
Igypt and the Sudan. In many parts of Ethiopia, there
vere to be found market-centers where slaves were in
considerable supply, such as Fadassi, Enarya and Jimma
in the Galla country, or Basso in the province of Gojam,112
Of these, the most important seem to have been Enarya,
especially in the first half of the nineteenth century,
and later, Jimma.ll3 Enarya, according to Walter Plowden,
for several years British Consul at Massawa, was "frequen-
ted by traders from Zanzibar and Tajura, from Massowah
and Knartoom, from Darfur and Kordofan...," and its slave-
trade was in consequence "a great source of revenue..."l1%
Af'ter about 1860, Jimma eclipsed Enarya in commercial im-
portance, becoming the greatest slave-market in south-wes-

L15

tern Bihiopia. The slave~trade with Arabia and the

Budan formed a large part of the town's trade.ll6

llzLejea.n, "La Traite des esclaves," p. 903,

"grapt, op.cit., pp. 65-6; Plowden, 0p.cit.,p.126.

N4p1owden, op.cit., p. 128.

Woprininghem, loc.cit., p. 203.

1161bid.; LEWiB, __E.Ci't- ] ppl 48—9’ 57"
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The roads which linked the different market-
centers of Ethiopia with one another, and Ethiopia with
Ler external markets, were not easy of passage. The po-
litical anarchy of the country had its effect on trade.
Werchants had to travel heavily armed to protect them-
selves against attack by innumerable bodies of armed men
at large in the country. Plowden says that the merchants
of Abyssinia were accustomed to "perilous encounters," to
guard against which they travelled sometimes with a force
of several huwidred armed guards, so that they might not

117 There was also the vexation of frequent

be molested.
rayment of tolls. Plowden remarks that "when the caravans,
kaving left the dominions of theKing of Enarea, on the road
for Massowah, enter the territories of the republican Gallas,
not only each tribe, but each influential individual ...

must be propitiated."ll8

Siwplifying matters somewhat, it may be said that
the Ethiopian export trade in slaves with Egypt and the

Sudan followed two 'streams.' The first of these led to

117Plowde11, op.cit., p. 364,

1181p14., p. 129; of. also p. 308.
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me of the ports of the Red Sea, whence the slaves were
shipped to irabia, and thence, many of them, to Egypt.

The more important of these ports were Zayla, Tajura, Ber-
tera, Suvakin, and Ma.ssawa..llg In the light of the general
anarchy dn Ithiopia and the widespread propensity to the
seizing of slaves there, the slaves shipped through these
ports may hive come from slmost every ethnic group in the
region. 120 3ut three groups seem to have been best repre-
sented, wiz., Gurage, Abyssinians, and Gallas, the last being

rerhaps most numerous of the three.121

Of the seaports named, perhaps the most important
for the slave-trade with Egypt was Massawa. Many of the
slaves sert from Tajura, on the Somali coast of the Indian
Ocean, vwere destined for Muscat and the Hadramaut,122 and
it seems probable that this was the case also in respect

of those ¢laves exported from the other two Somali ports

W8urton, op.cit., 11, 233; Douin, loc.cit., p. 265.

12001‘. Douin, loc.cit., p. 263, for a random list
of the varioas ethnic groups represented among the slaves
s01d at Massawa in the 1840s,

lleuz:-ton, Opetit., II, 13n. and 233; Krapf, op.
citey, Do 21; lejean, "Ia Traite des esclaves," pp. 93%—5.

12?Dm:lin, lpc.cit., pp. 265-6.
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nearby. ©OSuakin was in the early nineteenth century "one
of the first slave-trade markets in Eastern Africa," the
equal of Asyut and Massawa.123 But its commercial role
declined during Muhammad 'Ali's reign,124 and it was only
in the 1860s that it regained something like its earlier
importance.125 This seems to have been due mainly to

two things: the effect of the measures taken to prevent
slaves being imported into Egypt by way of the Nile,126
and the increased demand for slaves from the Sudan and
the Upper Nile in Arabia and the Persian Gulf, owing to
the action taken to stop the export of slaves to these
areas from East Africa, their major source of aupply.127
But while Suakin's importance varied, that of Massawa ap-
pears in general to have retained throughout much the same

128

importance it had in Burckhardt's time. As the chief

port of northern Abyssinia and the outlet for the Sudan's

123 Burckhardt,op.cit., p. 442.
L246ombes, op.cit., II, 336.

lesGray, op.cit., p. 68n.

1261v14., p. 126.

lg?lbid.; cf. Udupland,gg.cit., pp. 212-18,

128Thomas E. Marstoh, Britain's Imperial Role in
the Red Sea Area 1800-1878 (Hamden: The Shoe otring Press,

Inc., 1961), pp. 178, 182, 468.
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conmmerce with India,lzgit was the greatest port on the
african shore of the Red Sea, a port at which the slave-

trade was of considerable importance.l3o

The Red Sea in the nineteenth century was "un
foyer actif de la traite ,Edes esclavesJ ves ,[et] la
grande voie de communication entre 1'Afrique qui produit
les eseclaves et 1'Asie qui les consomme.“131 Arabia, and

152 provided a great market for African

especially Jedda,
slaves, and Massawa alone in the late 1840s and early
18508 provided Arabia, through Jedda, with large numbers

of these every year.l33

The Hijaz no doubt had 'the pick' of the slaves
brought from Africa.134 But a considerable number were

sent from the Hijaz to Egypt.135 Burckhardt noted that

129Douin, loc.cit., p. 253.

1301pi4., pp. 253-4, 263.

151154a., p. 261,

132Hamilton, op.cit., pp. 62-3
133Douin, loc.cit., pp. 261, 263.
134Burton,'g2.cit., 11, 23%3,

1351vid.; Hamilton, op.cit., p. 64.
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in 1814 the number of Ethiopian slaves sent to Egypt by
way of the Sudan was small, partly because the Sudanese
chiefs and notables bought up the better ones for them-

136

selves, 1t was in any case cheaper for Egyptian mer-

chants to buy Ethiopian slgves from Jedda.137°

A considerable fi lip was given to this route of
the trade when in 1864 the 'Aziziya Nisriya Steamship
Company began sailings in the Red Sea. The slave-traders
were quick to avail themselves of the new convenience to

transport their slaves frim Jedda to Suez.l38

The other 'stream' of commerce from Ethiopia to
her foreign markets was that which led to Egypt by way of
the Sudan. This route started from Gondar, the seat of
the Emperor, by way of Walni to the town of Matamma, center
of the small city-state of Gallabat (al—Qallabat),139

136]3urckhardt, op.cit., pp. 310-11.

1571p14., p. 311

138Douin, loc.cit., p. 267. A certain number of
slaves were also sent fron Massawa to Suez directly; Bur-
ton, loc.cit., p. 13n. 3

139Krapf, op.cit., p. 466.



131

This route, or one running near and parallel to it, had
been a commercial highway linking the Sudan with Gondar
«nd Abyssinia since at least the end of the seventeenth

140

¢century. Gallabat, which maintained a precarious in-

iependence as a buffer state on the frontier between Abys-

sinia and the Sudan,14l

was, in the words of one traveller,
"the principal mart for exchanges betwixt Abyssinia and
fernar, and much resorted to by traders from Dar Fungi
[E‘unj'J and Fazoghli."l42 Tne principal commodity in
their deaelings was slaves, generally Gallas, brought by

the Ethiopian slave-dealers here to be sold to the Suda-

nese jallabs.143

From Gallabat, the main road led to Gedaref (al-

Qadarif), a less important market. At Gedaref, the road

1400harLes—Jacques Poncet, "The Journey of
Cherl es~Jacques Poncet from Cairo into Abyssinia and

Back," The Red S¢a and Adjacent Countries at the Close
of the Seventeenih Century, ed. Sir William Foster
(Gondon: the Hak 5

luyt Society, 1949), pp.107-115.

141Krapf, op.cit., p. 468,

142Hamilton, op.cit., p. 256. .

143pouin, loc.cit., p. 159.
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divided, one branch leading to Kasala, the other to

Khartoum.

Soon after its founding in 1825 by Muhammad 'Ali's
comnander-in-chief in the Sudan, Khartoum was made the
seat of the viceroy's civil and military power in the new pro-

vinces, and became as well the leading commercial center

in the country.l44 A visitor in the mid-nineteenth cen-

tury describes the excellence of its geographical position
in this rather lyrical appreciation:

Standing at the mouth of the Blue Nile, which
flows down from the gold and iron mountains of
Abyssinia, and of the White Nile, the only
avenue to a dozen Negro kingdoms, rich in ivo-
ry and gum, and being nearly equidistant from
the conquered provinces of Sennaar, Kordofan,
shendy, and Berber, it speediily outgrew the old
Ethiopian cities, and drevw to itself the greater
paxrt of their wealth and comnmercial activity.
Wow it is the metfogolis of all the eastern
part of Soudan...l4

The commercial importance of the town was signa-
lized by the presence there of considerable numbers of

those indefatigable trading nations, the Ja'liyin and the

14€
Danagla.’*® mhe 1atter in particular were as important

144Dehérain, Le Soudan égmﬁ&mtJ p. 141.

145
Taylor, op.cit., p. 276.

14655040, 1oc.cit., pp. 7-8.

——— ———
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at Ihartoum as they were at E1 Oteid and Kubayh. We

are told that at Khartoum they comstituted the majority
of the more affluent merchants, even coming, in the 1850s
andi 1860s, to hold "en quelque sorte lLe monopole du commerce
s8ientaire. 147 They may well have held this position

dn earlier years for they had dominated to a comparable
degree the trade of Shendi, a focaml point of the trade of
thae Sudan before the conguest of 1821. '"The wholesale
trade at Shendy," Burckbardt seys, ™is principally coneclu-
ded through the agency of brokers. Nost of these are Don-
golavy, who seem, in gemeral, to be the nost acute and

intelligent traders in this part of the country.“148

But the Danagla were probabtly not much different
from the people of Berber and Shendi generally, whom Burck-
herdt describes as "a nation of traders in the strictest

sense of the word."l49

And just as the elave-trade was
"the most imporiant bramzh of their commerce" at Bhendy
in .1814,150 so it was later in Khartoun, where, "comme

sur tous les marchds d 'Afrique, c' étadit la vente d'esclaves...

1471p1d., p. 7.

148purcxnardt, op.cit., p. 298.

491v3i4., p. 324,
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qui provoquait le plus gros trafic.“15l This estimate
receives some confirmation from Holroyd, who noted that
"much traffic in slaves is done in the bazaar [?t Khartou@];
btut besides public sale many are also sold by private

nl152 Slaves, he adds, "are most abundant after

contract.
the gazzua and durihg the commencement of the khareef or
rainy season in the months of May, June and July."153

The economic policies of the viceroy had played a part

in stimulating this trade, in Holroyd's view: the viceroy
"having monopolized all the exports of Soodan, nothing is

riow lefts for the merchant to bring to Cairo except slaves.."ls4

It was not the slave-trade, however, despite its
importance, but the trade in ivory which brought about
the opening up of the Nilotic regions south of the Sudan.
But circumstances were such, as we have seen, that the

trade in ivory was to bring that of slaves in its train.

l513enérain, logc.clt., p. 142,

152Holroyd, loc.cit., p. 208. The '"greater part"
of these were Gallas and Shangallas from the border marches
betweer. the Sudan and Abyssinia, and Shilluks and Dinkas
from the White Nile; Taylor, op.cit., pp. 389-90.

5%401r0y4d,. loc.cit.

1541414,



135

Khartoun was not only the starting-point for the expe-
ditions which set out for the Upper Hile,155 and a market
for the slaves and ivory taken in those regions, but the
headquarters of pany of the Upper Nile traders, where
theixr credit arrangementswere made and their expeditions

fittei out. 120

The importance of Khartoum to the ivory/
slave trade was perhaps suggested by the fact that fre-
quently througnout his book, Schweinfurth refers to the
Sudanese settlers he encountered in his travels as

'"Khaxrtooners' .

Merchants travelling from Khartoum to Egypt might'
use one of two routes. By the western route, they went
by toat to Matamma, thence overland across the Bayuda
Desert to Ambukol or Marawi, thence by water to Dongola.l57
By tne eastern route, they went down by water to Berber,
from vwaence they went by land across the Nubian Desert to
Korosko (Kurusku), thence by water to Egypt prope::-.158

The movement of trade on these two routes illustrates one

of the changes wrought in the commercial life of the Sudan

15584 ker, Phe Albert Nyanza, p. 12.

1563, %er, loc.cit., pp. 12-13, 15.

15700111’0\95, op.eit., II,73; Holroyd, lac.cit, p.208.

15%olroya,loc.cit.-, p.208; Taylor, op.cit., pp.384-5.
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by Muhammad 'Ali's congquest. Yor before that conquest,

a thriving trade had beeuw carried on along the west to
east route across the Sudan, from Darfur to Suakin by way
of Kordofan and Shendi.t’? Shendi itself, the point of
intersection of this route and that extending from Egypt
1o Sermar and Abyssihia, was estimated by Burckhardt to
be "the first commercial town, perhaps, of Africa, south

of Egypt, and east of Darfur."lso

But Shendi's prospe-
rity was dealt a mortal blow by the devastation of the
Defterdar, and in 1837 it was but a shade of its former
self.lﬁis for Suakin, & visitor in 1834 found that it had
lost most of its o0ld prosperity. The few travellers who
continued to follow tihe west to east route did so only

for the pilgrimage jourmney to Mecca.162 The greatest part
of the Sudan's external trade was now carried on with Egypt

163

by way of the Nile, a situation which continued until

the 1860s, when the establishment of steamship services in

15%Burckhardt, op.cit., pp. 316-20.
1601p14., p. 235.

181451r0yd, ;gé-ElE" p., 207,
16200mbes, doc.cit., II, . 336,

163g, Hi1l, Egypt in the Soudan, p. 60.
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the Red Sea mmdie the journey from Khartoum to Cairo about

164 By about 1880,

a nonth shorter by sea than by land.
the Berber-SBumkin-Suez route was carryjing a greatar vo-
lune of trade between the Sudan and Lgypt than was that

of the llubian Iiies.e:.t't:.l65

A considerable innovation nade in the commercial
life of the Sudan under Egyptian rule was the introduction
by the Egyptimns of shipping on the JSudanese Nile. The
general anarchy of the last years of Funj rule had pre-
vented long voyages or any considerabtle trade by river.
Purckhardt wrote that in 1814 there w=s no communication
ty water between Sennar, Shendi, and Berber, and that
boats were orly used as ferries. Even these, he said,
were very rare; tihe usual mode of crossing the river was by means

166 But for the Egyptians, "the river

of small reei rafts.
¥vas a vital neans of communication with... the Lower Nile,
and when trade expanded under their dorinion. 1t was the
File that carried the bulk of the cargo..."ls7 Muhammad

'Ali Pashs told Prince Puecklex-Muskau that there were

164I’e‘t;}1eri ck, Egypt,the Soudan and Central Africa,p.133.

165Junes, ___p_.cit., p. 2.

leGBurokh&rdt, op.cit., p. 350,

167R, ®Will, loc.cit., p. 60.
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about 6,000 boats plying the Nile, of which about two

thousand belonged to him, that is, to the Government.16B

But Government boats were often rented to private persons

by the Governors of provinces.l69

Few slaves were imported into Egypt without

having changed masters several times en route, as Burck-

herdt says, "before they were finally settled in a faau,nl:ll:}.“]"?[h

For example, he says,

those from Fertit are first collected on the
borders of that country by petty merchants

who deal in Dhourra [  durra, Sorghum vulgare,

a staple cereal of the Sudan] . ese se

them to the traders of Kobbe [Kubayhl , who

repair to Fertit in small caravans for that
purpose. At Kobbe they are bought up by the... 171
Kordofan traders, who transport them to Obeydh..

For it was the practice of the Sudan merchants to "limit
thedir speculations to a single market;" thus, "the Kordofan
people whg trade to Darfour are different from those who
visit Shendy, while... the Egyptians who trade to Shendy
only, are different from those who proceed forward to Sen—

w172

nasxrs. . This process of passing from one owner to

lsaPueckler-Muskau, op.cit., I, 317.

l69De Cadalveéne and de Breuvgfy, op.cit.,II, 171-2.

17OBurckhardt, op.eit., p. 325

1721p34., p. 326.
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another d4id not end even when the slave had arrived

in Egypt.
Upon kis arrival in Upper Egypt l:says Burck-
hardt ], he is disposed of either at Esne,
Siout, or Cairo. In the first two places,
entire loads of slaves are taken off by mer-
chants, who sell them in retail at Cairo, or
in the esmall towns of Upper Egypt, in each

0f which they stop for a few days, in their
passage down the river.l73

Even at Cairc, the slave was not always "disposed of in
the first instance." Burckhardt describes the Wakalat
al-Jallaba, for example, one of the chief slave-markets

in the city, as

crovied with pedlars and petty traders, who

o ften bargain with the merchants of Upper Egypt

for slaves immediately after their arrival,

and content themselves with a small profit for

the re-sale... Such is the common lot of the

unfortunate slave...l

But Egypt was not only itself a market for slaves
from the interior of Africa, but also an entréth from
wvhich they wers exported to foreign markets. The prin-
cipal of these seem to have been the Ottoman provinces

in fZurope and Asia Minor. Burckhardt again:

1T31p44,

174Burckhardt, op.cit., p. 326.
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there are merchants from Spyrna and Cons-
taxtinople residing constantly at Cairo,

who deal im nothing but slaves; these_per-
sons export them from Alexandria ... [tg] their
fipal destination in the northern provinces

of Turkey.l75

Bowring thought thaet for Turkey, Egypt was, "from the
facility of shipmemts to the various parts of the
Ottoman Enpire the principal source of supply." The
Barbary States, he adds, "have not the same means of
communicat ion with inner Africa, nor the same advantages

2176

for sending tc European and Asiatic Turkey. In 1869,

lTsIbid., The provinces of Baghdad and Basra ap-
pear to have hal a not inconsideratle number of African
slaves. The great majority of these in the nineteenth
century came either by way of the lijaz or through the
port of Basra, to which city they were transported from
Zanzibar and cther Eazst African porte. (Burckhardt, op.
¢it., p. 325) (P.0. 84/1305, Herbert to Clarendon, Bagh-
lad, 26/X1/1869, cited in Douin, L'Empire africain, part
2, pp. 661-2.) In the provinces of geographical Syria,
Burckhardt says, "fev slaves are kept; those which I have
seen are, ifor the greater part, imported... from Baghdad.."
The case was edimnilar much later in the century. Jerusalem
received slaves from Egypt over the ancient caravan road,
but not more than about a score a year. At Beirut in the
same period, the slave trade seems to have been negligible.
(Burckhardit, op.cit., p. 325) (F.O. 84/1305. Moore to
(larendon, Jerusalem, 28/X/1869; Elridge to Clarendon,
Beirut, 12/X/1869, both cited in Douin, loc.cit., p.660.)

L765awring, op.cit., p. 100,
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%00, the British Consul at Smyrna wrote that the majority
0f the ifrican slaves in his consular jurisdiction had
been brought by sea. on the steamers of the 'Aziziya
Nisriya Iine from Alexandria, though some had also come
from the Regency of Tripoli. The slaves brought from
Igypt, ke said, wereAgenerally destined for Constantinople,
but many were landed also im various parts of Asia Minor.
The only change in this sisuation from earlier years, he
gaid, was that now the transactions took place rather less
cpenly than before, since the firmans suppressing the
importation of slaves from Africa had been issued.l77 A
fairly considerable number of slaveswas also conveyed

from Alexandria to Salonicz at the same period.l78

It must not be supposed that travel on the over-
dand routes was a watter-of-fact affair. Indeed, they al-
ways involved hardship, if nothing more, for both the mer-
chants and their slaves. This was perhaps most true in

regard to travel thrcocugh the deserts. Three desert areas

LT?F.O. 84 /1305, Cumberlatch to Clareéndon, Smyrna,
24/VIII/1869, cited in Doudn, loe.cit., pp. 660-1.

L78p.0. 84/1305, Wilkinson to Clarendon, Salonica,
11/%/1869, cited in Youin, loc.cit., 659-60.
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were traversed dy the great trade-routes of the area, yiz.,
the Bayuda, the Atmur or Nubian, and the Libyan Deserts.
Of these, the Libyan Desert presented the greatest diffi-
culty to travellers, For, in the words of a geologist
well—acquainted with the area, "in point of desolateness,
in the absence of anim=l and vegetable life, there is
probably nothing to rival the greater portion of the Libyan
Desert, on the west side of the Nile, Its barrenness is
AZeTes8ive. .. w179 A Prench traveller of the late seven-
teenth century, who trsversed part of the Darb al-Arba'in,
describes the Desert im these words:

Those vast wildernesses, where there is nei-

ther to bhe found bird nor wild beast nor herbg--

no, nor so much as a little fly--and where no-

thing is to be seen but mountains of sand and

the carcasses and bones of camels, imprint a cer-

tain horrour in the mind, which makes this voy=-

age very tedious and disagreeable,l180
The worst stretech of the Dardb al-Arba'in was the road
between the Kharja Oasis and Asyut. This was a stretch

of about two hundred kilometers, Beadnell tells us,

17%g.3.5. Beadnell, An E%gptian Qagis: an Account

of the Oasis of Khargsa in the YA DESETLess (LONAONS
ohn Murray, s P - "

180

Poncet, loc.cit., p. 96.
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with a steep ascent to the plateau at the
outset, and thence for a considerable dis-
tance over the very worst surfact imaginable--
loose aand full of sharp angular blocks and
fragmenis of flint and cherty limestone.. :
Along most desert routes the dried bones A
of camels are of fairly frequent occurrence,
but on the Derbel Arbaln, between Kharga and
Assiut, the skeletons of these poor_ beasts ...
must nunber hundreds and thousands.l8l

Nor wers natural hazards alone to be apprehended;
shere was also the possibility of attack by robbers. This
was especially true before Muhammad 'Ali extended his
rule over these countries, bothofthe Sudan and of Egypt.
irard and Burckhardt both give graphic accounts of the

dangers to travel, in Bgypt before 1805, and in the Sudan

182

before 1821. By contrast, Bowring describes matters in

1837 in these terms:

The security which is now universally es-
tablished in every part of Egypt... is one
of the most remarkable results of the pacha's
policy . Before his_time, neither on the
river, villagee [ sic:]’, nor open country was
there safety for travellers... Now the whole
of Egypt, from Nubia to the Mediterranean, is
perfectly safe; a robbery by violence is scar-
cely ever heardof...

This situation in Egypt was matched by exactly similar

181

Beadnell, op.cit., ppr. 33-4

1825 rcknardt, op.cit.spp. 148, 163-4,371-2;
Girard, Description de 1'Egypte, p. 268.

183Bowr1ng, op.cit., p. 123.
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conditions in the greater part of the Sudan under the

viceroy's rule.la4

Whzt has been said so far of the hazards of tra-
vel has applied to travellers in general. But it might
be said that there was another 'hazard' to which the
slaves alone were subject -- the behavior of their jal-
1ab masterse. In part, this was due to the fact that
mpst jsllabs were men of straitened circumstances, as
we have noticed., For slave-dealing was an uncertain
basiness, financially speaking. A French observer,
F.-B. Garnier, who on behalf of the French Government
studied the slave-trade in the Egyptian Sudan in the 1860s,
noted both the attractions o¢f the trade and its risks:

le trafic des esclaves est le genre de
commerce qui offre le plus d'attrait aux

gens du Soudan,.. Acheter ici des esclaves,

ailleurs les voler et réaliser & leurs dé-

-pens de gros benefices, ou bien s'appro-

prier quelques belles filles, faire tra-

vailler des négres, s'entourer d4'Abyssins,

tel est le r&ve qui flatte le plus 1'imagi-

nation des Soudaniens; mais, & 1l'exception

des traitants du Nil Blanc, fort peu d'entre'-

eux l'ont realisé, car une  sorte
de malédiction semble g'attacher

-

184 0ombes, gpcit-s IT, 50; Dehérain, Le Soudan
égyptien, pp. 204,

e
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D ceux qui se livrent 3 cette Spc—::culat:‘.on.]'85

Garrier =dds that he had entountered

nembre de djellabs, qui, aprés avoir
percouru tous lee sentiers du Soudan,
finisseient comme ils avgient commence,
pir un petit comnerce d'épicerie. Les
meladies contagieuses que prennent les
esclaves et qui les décinent, les fatigues,
les privations des longs voyages qu'ils
doivent faire avant de passer aux mains
du naftre qui les gardera, les attagues
de s coupeurs de grands chemins rendent,
er. fin de conpte, ce com%\erce plus
chanceux gue lucratif.l18

In these circumstances, it dis not difficult to
sees why the impulse of the slave-irsders might have been
to exexrcise their imgenuity "not in alleviating their
Esla.ves '] pains, but in devising how to economise their
OWL PUTS €3 40 ."lmBuwz‘ing too sypeaks of "the poverty of the
Jellabs, and the insufficiency of the caravans, which
ere frequsntly charged with an excessive number of sla-
ves — an estinate being meade cf the greatest number which
it is possible to preserve with the supply of water that

renains, .. ." 168

135&‘.-—3. Gazrnier, Rapport de Mission, cited in
lounin, loz.cit., part 1, p. lbla
186y 344,

1873 A, Hoskins, Travels in Dthiopia above the
Second (Gateract of the Nile..(London: Iongman, Rees, ... &

Lomm, 1835)! De. 3450
lseBowring, op.cit., p. Bt.
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But the dealers' treatment of their slaves
carnnot heve been mexely a question of economics. In
the slave-nolding regions of the United States before
the Civil Var, 4t was the case that generally ™he business
of trading in hunan teings was left to men of low charac-

nl89 £0 it seems to have been

ter and social standing.
in Bgypt, for, as Burckhardt tells us, "... in general,

the trafiie in slaves, or, as it is often called in Egypt,

the irade in human flesh (al-tasaboub fi lahm bani Adam)

n 190 Schweinfurth too

is by no means thought creditable. ..
says that "Orientals" "Llook upon the regular slave dea-
ler's calling &s the vilest and most degrading of all

. ) K¢}
rofessiong ., W $1
P

Tne testimony of most of the European
observers we have exanined does lLittle to contradict the
validity of this judgenent. There were of course excep-
tions. Anixé Melly tells of his encounters with parties
of Blaves,vcampoaed mostly of young girls, on their way

down to Cairo. Hemarking on the gaiety and high spirits

0f nost cf them, he wrote that ",. one night have thought--

1894, 3. Parces The United States of America: a
History (2rd ed. xev.; New York: Alfred Kmopf, 1960),p. 207.

lgoﬁurck:hard t, op.cit., p. 305.

19150we infurth, op.cit., 1I, 271.
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what perhaps was not very far from the truth -- that in
rlace of now entering the house of bondage, they had left

it behind in their own country." He adds:

their masters, from all we could learn, are
uniformly kind to them; and whenever we en-
countered a party, we found that the girls
were much attached to the head of their ca-
ravan.192

Bowrinz too heard of instances of compassion shown by

slave merchants for their charges.lg3

But the evidence seems to indicate that these
were rather exceptional. Combes remarks that the jallabs
vith whom he travelled refused to concede their slaves
e titre d'enfante d'Adam."?* Cuny says that in the
eyes of the jallabs of Darfur, slaves '"ne sont que des
brutes, qu'ils mEnent au marché..."lg5 Burckhardt writes
that

slaves are considered on the same level with

any other kind of merchandize... The word Ras

(head) is applied to them as to the brute

species; and a man is said to possess ten Ras

Raghig [C ra slave J..., in the same manner
as he would e =aid to possess fifty Ras Ghanam,

1921611y, op.cit., I, 206.
l93Bowring, op.cit., p. 84.
194Combes, loc.cit., p. 228.

195Cuny, loc.cit., p. 100.



148

or head of sheep...196

Another aspect of the traders' character is seen
in Purckrhardt's remark that female slaves long in the com-
pany of slave-traders acquired "the most depraved habits,."
Leny of the dealers, he says, "engage their female slaves
to turn their beauty to profit, which they afterwards share
with them." It is "not uncommon," he ﬁotea,“to hear of a
s lave—dsaler selling his own children born of Negro women;
and instences occur daily of their disposing of female
slares who are pregnant by them; in such cases the future

eldild of course becomes the property of the purchaser."197

Phese attitudes and actions indicate rather
a calloas mearmess or indifference in the generality
of the traders, if the opinions cited are any guide, than
pesitive oxr sctive cruelty, of which we found very little
inchatiui. Furckhardt, in general a severe critic,198
cimecedes that "the treatment which the slaves experience
Ffron the traders is rather kind than otherwise." But this,

he adds, " results not from humanity in the traders, but

fron an apprelension that under different treatment

1965y ckhardt,op.cit., pp. 326-7.

197%‘.'." PP. 336' 337’ 335- 3.55({/ )l;. ’ 5 3.5

L8ruia., p. 335.
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the slave would abscornd, ,."199

and . no doubt from the need to
keep thenm in remsonably good health, especially those
nost likely to feteh a2 gocd price, until they could be

sold.200

Tere we should note a difference in the behavior
of the jallabs towards their charges, and that of the Go-
vernment sLava-agenfs towzrds theirs. Pallme notes that
the slaves of the private traders "are always treated with
nore forebearance than these of the government..."; the
former "ars compelled to use them more leniently, as the
death of each slave ertails the loss of a small capi’t:a.l."zol
The agents and soldiers of the Government, not being them-
selves finmancially interested in the well-being of the

slaves in their charge, "axre not very particular about

losing several hundred.. .by positive ill-treatment, or no less

blameable neglect." 202

Everything considered, there is no doubt that
the slaves underwent considerable hardship in being con-

veyed to market. On the overland journey, they were often

1991vid., pp. 332-3.

2Oo])e (2ial vene and de Breuvéry, op.cit.,II,120,

2D]‘Pea.].lme, "op.cit., p. 293.

Ibid.; ¢f. Comtes, popleit., II, p. 60; R. Hill,

"Chronicle", p. 12,
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>,
nade to wear the sheba,“03 a contrivance already des-
cribed, ‘Ihey were oftem obliged to walk long hours over

difficult zountry, oftem carrying some article of provi-

- Although their nasters did what they could to

249

sion.
keep then in health, they were usually unable, from
their own poverty, to 1rovide them with more than scanty

rationa.206

To these physical hardships were added others of a
psychologicil kind, Burckh axit says that the fear of being made
eunuchs upon their arrival in Egypt "operates powerfully...
upon the minds of the joung slaves..."zo7 There was also
a curious idea held amcng the slaves and in the negrocoun-
tries gemerslly, "that tke... children of Rif, as the
Bgyptians are there called, devour the slaves, who are

transferred thither for that purpose.“208 Naturally, he

275 EOBBurckhardt' Q‘E‘QA__‘E.’ p, 335; Hamilton, _0_2-9&-!
p. 275,

. 2045 . 4i11,"Chrondicle," p. 12; Cuny, loc.cit.,
p. 100,

EOSBurckhardt; 9p.cit., p. 333. -

206Lou's Frank,"ﬂémoire sur le commerce des Negres
au K%%re..,“ Mémoires sur 1'Egypte (Paris: Didot, an IX),
pp- L '."-85

2073y rokhardt, 0p.cit., p. 334.

208[bid.,p.334; ¢f. Tunisi, Quaday, p. 484.
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points cut, "the traders do everything in their power
to destroy this belief...," which induces"that horror
vnich the Negroes all entertain of Egypt and of the

wnite people."209

It might be thought that travel by boat would have
been less taxing to the slaves than the march overland,
and this msy have beer so to a considerable extent; for
it was reported that the rate of attrition of slaves
trevelling by boat was so much less than that of those
wno travelled by land, that the saving thus incurred more
then compensated the jallabs for the extra cost of renting
the boats.ZJO But there were drawbacks. In some cases
the boats were loaded with a far larger number of slaves
then considerations of health would have advised. On the
Wnite Nile, Sehweinfurth encountered two vessels carrying
sleves from the Bahr al-Jabal. They carried 800 persons
beiween them, of whom about 600 were slaves; "it may be

" he says, "that the most crowded cattle-pens

imagined,
could hardily have been more intolerable than the vessels

throughout their VOyage."211 5ix years earlier, in 1865,

Q
2°*Burckhardt,-loc. cit.

210De Cadalvene and de Breuvéry,gg.cit.,II,l20n -
121n. L

2Usohweinfurth, op.cit., II, p. 276.



152

the Egyptian Government's slave-~trade patrol on the White_
¥ile had seized and brought to Khartoum two slave-carrying
vessels containing 850 persons, "packed together like
anchovies, the living and the dying festering together,

212 In conditions like

213

and the dead lying beneath them."

these, disease¢ could break out easily, and did.

Differing estimates have been made of the rate

of nortality among the slaves during the journey to mark‘et.214
Writdng of the¢ slaves marched across the Sahara from the
central regions of the geographical Sudan to Tripoli and
Benghazi, A. Adu Boahen estimates that "it may not be too
wide of the merk™ to place the rate of mortality for slaves
transported by this route at about twenty per cent.215

Bowring said Le doubted if more than two-thirds of the

212Baxer, Albert Nyanza, p. 463.

?13gonves, op.cit., I1, 183; lejean, "Le Haut-Nil",
e 157,

2140f. for example Thomas Fowell Buxton, The Afri-
can Slave Trade and Its Remedy (London: John Murray, 1840.),
pP. 199""201. .

215). 1du Boahen, Britain, The Sahara, and the
Yestern Sudan 1788-1861 (0Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1964),
Pe 154, -
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slaves captured in the borderlands finally arrived in
Egypt, giving a mortality~-rate of about thirty to thirty-

216 Chese figures are given by careful,

five per cent.
sober scurces, the one a historian, the other an observer
on the spet, and alchough it is not possible to corrobo-
rate them, 1t seems'probable thkat they are as accurate

as any figures which night be put forward. On the basis
of these figures then, we mighi say tentatively that the
rate of moxrtality of those slaves transported from the.
place of procursment to markets in Egypt probably ranged,
in general, from twentcy te thirty-five per cent of the
full number of slaves transported.

Je-

A student of Dgyptian social history has pointed
out that it is "definitely impossible to establish the
exact number of slaves in Egypt at any time in the nine-
teenth.ceztury."zl? Phis certainly applies also to esta-
blishing the number of those imported into the country.
The most reliable figures available are few, scattered

and uncertain; nevertheless, they suggest an outline of

21630wring,_g3.cit., p. 100,

2178ger, 16¢.cit., p. 152.
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how the volume of trade may have fluctuated. We can

put forward this outlire as only a tentative guess.

P.S. ¢irard thought that, on an average, be-
tween 5,000 and 6,000 slaves were brought annually from

Derfur to Egypt aboub the ye=ar ZI.BOO.-218

Burckhardt es-
timated, on the basis of his observations in 1814, that
some 5,000 slaves were sold each year at Shendi. Of these,
atout 1,500 ware taken to Tgypt directly; of the rest,
atout 2,500 were bouzht by merchants from Suakin, An un-
specified number was zlso sent to Egypt from Massawa and
Jdedda, he adds.glg [f these figures have any considerable
degree of accaracy, we might say it is possible that the
number of slaves imported imto Egypt each year from the
Svdan snd Bthiopia, her primcipal sources of supply, from
atout 1800 to 1825 wvaried tetween 7,000 and 8,000 indivi-
lumls, 3Bowring estimated the number imported in the mid-
1830s to be beiween 10,000 mnd 12,000 annually; these in-
creased nunbers may well have reflected the expansion

in Sudanese tfade generelly during the period of Egyptian

20

rule.2 Gabriel Baer estimates that during the 1840s

218¢ jrard, Descripiion de 1'Egypte, p. 282,

2193urckhardt, op.cit., p. 324.

2203 owring, op.cit., p. 100; R, Hill, Egypt in
the Sudan, p. 60, -
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and 1850s, however, the nunbver of glaves imported de~
elined to about 5,000 a year.221 But in the 1860s there
wag a sudden sharp increase which arose indirectly from
the civil war being fought (partly on the question of
slavery) in the United States., For while the war went
on, there was no American cotton in the world market,
and during the consequent world shortage, Egyptian cot-
ton-growers were able to profit greatly by their sales of
the commodity.222 There was a wave. of prosperity in E-
gypt, one consequence of which was a considerable rise in
the demand for slaves. F. Iafargue, a French merchant set-
led in Berber, writes of this pericd:

Nous avons ey moire petite part de cette

masse de nuneraire qui a inondé 1'Egypte

pendant 1a guerre américeine, Les riches

négociants ou_ cultivateurs de la Haute-

Egypte apporterent [au Sgudan) des métaux

précieur et regurent en échange des es-

claves et du betail...
He estimates that in the course of three consecutive years,

50,000 negro slaves and 30,000 'Abyssinians' had been sold

221}3aen:', loc.cit.
22

223Francq. Ministére des Affaires étrangEres. Cor-

respondance consulaire, Alexandria, 1867-68; lettre de La-
fargue, 11/V11/71867, quoted in Douin, L'Empire africain,
p&.r‘t l, DP. 1.39. :
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224

in response to this demarnd, or an average of 27,000

slaves a yesar.

After the American war ended in 1865, American
cottomn began returning %o world markets, forecing down
cottom prices and thus, eventually. no doubt, the demand
for slsves im Egypt. In 1869, the British Consul at Jedda
wrote that there had lately been a great decline in the
numbe rs of slaves imported into the Hijaz, a decline he
attributed principally ¢ the decreasing demand for slaves

225 By 1878, inports of slaves into Egypt may

have declined %0 only a few hundred a year, due in part
to the increasingly rigorous measures taken by the Egyp-

tian Government to repress the trade.226

The governing authorities of Egypt and the Egyp-
tian Sudan derived a ceriain revenue in the form of cus-

toms-dues and market-taxes, levied on the sales of slaves.

"lbid,

225%.0. 84/1305. Raby to Clarendon,-Jedda, 10/XII/
1869, cited in Douin, loec.cit., part 2, p. 669.

225Baer, loc.cit.
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Before the conguest of 1821, a variety of charges were

levied, often in a capricious Fgshion, by the various

petty rulers of the Sudanese Nile, from Dongola to Bennar,227

for despite their theoretical subjection to the Funj

king, these small meks did mores or less as they pleased

in practice. Nor was there much improvement in the situa-
tion for some time after the conquest; according to Richard

Hill, the growth of a regulated customs system was slow.

As early as 1825 there was a taxing station
at the junction ¢f the two Niles where dues
were paid in gpoods fron Kecrdofan via the
White Nile. Other poste were situated at
al-Matamma and Berbere No fixed tariff, but
rather the wh%B 0f the loeal superintendants,
set the dues.==B

Tariff-schedules were laier introduced, but

merchants complained that the dues were
exorbitant; separzte suns viere paid at each
of the chain of customs houses until the
arrival of the goods at.,., Cairo where the
final impost was charged .22

Bven as late as the 1860s, the collection of customs in

the Sudan was erratici eonplaints made by merchants to the

2275urckhardt, op.cit., pp. 236-7, éGO, 279.

2283, Hi1l, Egyp: in the Sudan, pp. 41-2

2291p1d., p. 42.
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Government at Cairo seem often to have been ineffectual, -
since the local authorities in the Sudan felt able to
ignore, on occagion, instructions sent to them from

30 Another thing which tended to confuse matters

Cairo.
was the fact that taxes could be paid in the Sudan either

in currency, that is, in Egyptian piasters or in Maria
Theresa dollars, (widely used in the Sudan, as we have seen),
or in kind, as in cattle or sl&ves.231 Under these circum-

stances, we shall simply set down such facts as are avai-

lable to us.

De Cadalvéne and de Breuvéry, who visited Egypt
and the Sudan in 1830 give the following list of taxes
levied on slavee in a number of towns. At El Obeid, a
tax of 45 piasters was levied upon the buyer of a slave,
and one of 30 piasters upon the seller; at Dongola, a tax
of 15 piasfers per slave was levied; at Darraw, 34 pias-
ters; and at OlLd Cairo, 11% piasters per slave.%22 Mhese
tigures are confirmed by Holroyd (1837), who adds the

following informztion: at Khartoum, the duty was "for

-

23ODouLn, loc.cit., part 1, pp. 169-70

231p., ®i11,"loc.eit., pp. 38, 40.

232

De Cadalvéne and de Breuvéry, op.cit., note,
ppl 234"50 .
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a very pretty black or Abyssinian, 60 piasters; for
ordinary slaves, 45 plasters." If a slave were brought
to khartoum from Z1 Obeid, and had paid the tax at the
latter place, an additional tax of 25 piasters was to be
paid for kin, unlesg he were in transit, in which case
no tex was levied. Further, for those slaves taken from
Khartoun to Egypt bty way of the Nubian Desert, no tax
need be psid at Berber or Natamma (on the Nile). If how-
ever any slaves were sold in these two places, they were
taxed at 25-piasters apiece. At Abu Hamad, a tax of 1%
piaster wes paid for each slave, while at Asyut, slaves
from.marfur were taxed at 25 piasters each. Hdroyd tells
us that the duty levied upon eunuchs was the saﬁe as that
upon otier slaves, All the taxes described, he adds, were

"gererally paid by the vendor.">?

Our infornstion as to the revenue derived from
these dues Ls sparse. We learn from Bowring that the
reveruaes of the viceroy from the taxes levied upon slaves

did rot exceed £ 10,000 oxr £ 12,000 a year.234 According

233401royd, Loc.cit., pp. 209-10.

234BOWring1 p..85.
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to Escayrac de Lauture, Muhammad 'Ali, seeking for new
sources of revenue in the last years of his reign, imposed
new and rather nigh customs-taxes on slaves imported into
Egypt. This measure, taken when Egypt was "encombrée
i'esclaves," helped sensibly to reduce the volume of the
slave-traffic.235 hnother observer, writing of conditions
during the reign of Muhammad 'Ali's successor, 'Abbas Pasha,
states that "the traffic in slaves has decreased very much
0f late... the tax on [Blaves j has been greatly increased,
20 that merchants find the commodity less profitable than
gum or ivory."236 While in 1842, he notes, the duty paid
at Aswan was 30 piasters for a negro slave and 50 for an
Abyssinian, in 1852 it was 350 for the former and 550 for
the latter.

Prices have risen in conseguence, and the

traffic is proportionately diminished. The

Government probably derives as large a reve-

ntie as ever from it, on account of the increased

tax, so that i1t has seemed to satisfy the

demands of some of the European powers by

restricting the trade, while it actually
loses nothing thereby.?

-

235Escayrac.de Lauture, op.cit., pp. 481-2,

236Tay10r,_gg.cit., p. 389.

23T1p14.



CHAPIER IV

MHE BALE (F THE SLAVES

Thus far, we have seen the slaves taken and con-
veyed to market. In this chapter, we shall make some
renarks on their iigposal in the market place. We have
already noted that slaves were sold in many of the towns
of ¥gypt and the dvdan. In some towns of Egypt, at least,
special quarters were set aside especially for the buying
ant sale of slaves., At Asyut, slaves were "exposés ou
bien sous des tentes, dans le campement méme de la caravane,
ou tien h L'intérieur de lz ville, dans des locaux spéciaux,

qul appartenaient aux granis négociants.“l

At Cairo too,
although slaves might be 'exposed' in the open, outside
the walls of the city,zthey seem t¢ have been more com-
monly taken to one of the "locaux spéciaux" set aside for
then. These buildimzgs, known gemerally as wakalas, were
cniefly designed [oxr the ac¢commodation of merchants, and

for the reception ¢f their goods. The wakala

is a buildimg surrcunding & square or oblong
court. Its ground-floor consists of vaulted
magazines for nercliandise, which face the

1pendrain, 'Stout', p. 261,

2Gerard de Nerval, The Wonen of Cairo: Scenes of
Life in the Orient (New Tork: Harcourt, Brace and Co.,
9 y Ly .

161
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court;... Above them are generally lod- -
gings,..or, in the place of these lod-
gings, there ere otner magazines...J)

In general, a wgkala

has only one common entrance; the door of
which is closed at night, and kept by a
porter, There are about twg hundred of
these buildings in Cairo...

This descriptiom is substantially that given by Richard
Burton, who adds these details:
in the courtyard the poorer sort of tra-
vellers consort with tethered beasts of
burden.. and slaves lie basking and
scratching themselves upon mountainous 5
heaps of coiton bales and other merchandise.
Several of thege buildings at Cairo were es-
recially devoted to the receiving and sale of slaves.

Gerard de Nerval, who visited Cairo in 1843, names three:

the Vakalat al-Jallsba, the Kouchouk' [Klglk] Wakala

3Often called by Buropeans 'okelles,' 'occals,'
etec, Cf. Lane, op.cit., pp. 320-1.

4Lane, cp.cit., pp. 320-1; ef. Nerval, op.cit.,
Pe 8%. Similar buildings were found not only at Cairo,
but in Constantinople, Danascus and Aleppo. Burton, op.
cit,,I,41; Benoit de Maillet (Jean Baptiste Le Mascrier,
ed. ), Description de 1'Egyrpte, contenant plusieurs remarques
sur la geographie ancienne et moderne de ce pais..
is: uis Genneau, 1 y 29 2070

Burton, loc.cit., pp. 41-2.
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and the Ghafar Khan.6 In the 1860s, there may have
been a great increase in the number of wakalas where
slaves were sold, for in 1867 in Cairo alone there were
r¢ported to be about a score of these establishments in
virious quarters, while others were found at Bulag and

Old Gairo.7

The wakalat sl-Jallaba seems to have been the

one most visited by Europeans and was no doubt as typical
an example of one of these establishments as any of them.
The slaves prought to this wakala were exhibited either

in the central court (known as the ggggg,)a near or even
wpon their masters' other merchandise,9 or in the rather
snall chambers which surrounded the court.lo Some slaves
wvere exhibited in the upper apartments of the building.11

At times the number of slaves there was fairly large:

.

6Nerval, op.ci

.cit., I, 85, Khan is an alternative
nane for sueh an establ

ishment.

7Douin, L'Emnpire africain, pp. 463-4,

BBurton, loc.git., p. 41.

9Frank, loc.cit., pp. 239-40.

lOBowring, op.ecit., p. 92; Nerval, op.cit., p. 83

cit
11
Bowring, op.cit., p. 93.
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Bonring says that he seldom saw there "less than from

100 to 200 slaves,"'? and according to Combes, the Cairo
slave-maerket was "en fait de Noirs... le mieux pourvu

de tout le Levant..."l3 European observers were consis-
tently struck by the demeanor of the slaves being shown
for sale. André Helly, for example, visited a Cairo
slave-merket in 1851, a place he says, "which by its very
nane excites in an Englishman such curiosity and such
horror."14 He found there little to excite horror; indeed,
he was pleased to find, "not the less because it was unexpec-
ted,... the good understanding that seemed to subsist
between the slaves and their masters..."l5 According to

Prince Pueckler-Muskau, the slaves

evince not the slightest indication of grief

or sorrow in their manner, which is certainly
the most varied and original in the world.

They are seated in scattered groups, in the

open apartmentf and in the large court, laughing
and talking... 6

Bowring noted that, despite the presence on the floor of

the kurbaj, "the hard whip... with which they are flogged,"

Ibid.

UCombes, op.cit., I, 101.
“Nelly, op.cit., I, 63.
Yo 1pia., p. 65.

lefueckler—Muskau,o «cit., I, 185,
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only one or two of "some scores who were gathered together..
appeared either sullen or sorrowful; many indeed had a
vacant, end some almost an idiotic look, but, generally
speaking, the slave-market is a scene of gaietyP"17

Other writers speak in the same sense.l8 Though this

wee at first sight remarkable, Bowring points out that

"ihe jellabs or dealers have motives for indulgence and
attention to their slaves, as a healthful and cheerful

a)pearance naturally predisposes and encourages purchasers."l9

Not all the slaves were exhibited in the court
¢*r its adjacent chambers. The more valuable slaves were
gererally kept in the upper apartments. Among these were
vhite female slaves, generally Caucasians (Circassians,

)20

¢ eorgians, llingrelians and at the time of the Greek war

0f independence (1821L-29), perhaps a few Greeks.zl These

17Bowring, op.cit., p. 93.

18Frank lo it.,p p 239-40 ; Nerval, op.cit.,
p. B5; Olin, opicit E p 61

LgBowring, loc.cit. <

®C1pi4., pp. 9, 93.

2l1bid., p. 9; Lane, op.cit., p. 191.
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white females, Bowring remarks, "are seldom shown, and

122 Giher slaves kept

seldom sold to European Christians.
in the upper apartments were black slaves "such as have
learned Arabic, have been trained to be domestic servants,
or have been the inmates of the harems ..."2” Among this
group, "persons verj handsomely dressed are sometimes
found who have been dismissed from the harems of the opu-
lent.," Of these slaves, he "learned that opinion was most
unfavourable, many of them being sent for sale in conse-
quence afac_ts of dishonesty,violent temper, or other defects of
character." These "appeared to consider themselves as a
race completely distinct from,and superior to, the poor

naked, uninitiated slaves who were huddled together in

the court below."24

But not all of these had necessarily been dismis-
sed from their situations; some of them may have been sent
for sale at their own request. Islamic law gives a slave
the remarkable right to detach himself from the control

of a master he dislikes. Burckhardt writes that if slaves

2‘?]Bowring, op.cit., p. 93. Lane says that most of
these were sold to wealthy Turks. Lane, op.cit., p. 190.

231bid., p. 94.

‘Ibid.
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vwere discontented with their masters,

and decidedly determined not to remain
with him, they have the right of insisting
on being sent to the public slave market...
to be resold... If, having overcome the
fear of exposing himself to the effects of
his master's rage, the slave finds an op-
portunity of making his demand, in presence
of respectable witnesses, and perseveres

in this conduct, he must at last effect
his purpose.

These statements are confirmed by other sourees.

We have up to this point spoken of 'slaves,'
a= 1f we were discussing a single, fairly uniform group
of persons. This however was far from being the case.
We have already noted a difference in the position of
whitie slaves and black, and, among the black slaves, who
chiefly concern us, in the position of those with some
experience of life in Egypt and those with none. There
were othei differences too, of ethnic origin, age, and
gex, the effects of which on the trade may now be briefly

cons idered.

2SBurckhardt,-p__Q.cit., p. 342. .

26Browne, op.cit., pp.48-9; Lane, op.cit., p. 159.
Sone slaves however "are less able to take advantage of
this privilege, which the law grants to all, from being
shiat up in the harem, where no one hears their complaints
except those who are the cause of them." Burckhardt,
loc.cit,
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Burckhardt tells us that in their buying and
selling of slaves, the dealers attached great importance
to the matter of the tribal or ethnic origine of their
charges. It was, he says, a common opinion among the
jallabe that each negro ethnic group or tribe possesséd
tertain well-defined personality traits, which were shared
nors or less uniformly by all the members of the tribe.27
Un this basis, an"elementary and traditional kind of com-
varative psycho-physiology™ was elaborated, which "deci-
ded the typical qualities and defects assigned, in popular
lore, to representatives of the various races and, in conse-
cuence, the functions for which they were considered best
sujted."28 So, for example, Tunisi states thut the male
glaves of Goula, a country to the south of Darfur, "are
nuch sought after because of their fidelity and their
good and tractzble character."29 Again, although Dinka
women were considered very desirable because of their house-
keeping talents, they were supposed to cause their masters

nore nuisance ('embarras') than slaves of other nations.30

2T3urckhardt, op.cit., p. 327.

28Brunschvig, loo.elit. ,p.32,

29Tunisi, Voyage au Darfour, note on end-paper map.

3%Douin, loc.cit., part 2, p. 108
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As for Dinka males, their strong attachment to their tri-

tal customs, as well as their general character, made them
gui te valueless zs sTaves.31 The slaves who came from the
reighborhood of Sermar were said to have the best disposi-
tions, being in this second only to the Abyssinians and the

32

Gallas,”” while the 'Kostanis' who came from the marchlands.

letwaen Bthiopia and the Sudan were said to be treacherous

35

and malicious.,

The Afriecarn slaves with the best reputation were un-
dovttedly those known as 'Ahyssinians' (in Arabic, Bubush).

This wvas a gereric term applied to slaves brought from all

24

parte of Ethiopla, " of whom only a small proportion were A-

Pyesinians strictly speaking, i.e,, Christian natives of the
highland provinces of Tigrai, Amhara, Shoa, end Gojam. The majority
aprear ito have come from the Galles, 2 people noted for their

B

-
Pesuty snd intelligence, ” They were, Lane says, "of a deep

Ibid,

323urckhardt, op.cit., p. 327,

331bia, ' .

34Hurgronje, op.cite, rp. 13-14,

35Lane, op.cit.,, p. 190, Many of the 'Abyssinian'
woren in Egypt avid the Sulan may have heen Gurages, another
Ethiopian people celebrated for their comeliness, and often
found as concubines in Aradia; Hurgronje, loc.cit.; Shack,
cp.cit., p. 35, ‘
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brown ¢r tronze complexiorx," and "in their features, as
well as their complexions"™ they appeared to be "an inter-
nediste race between the regroes and white people."%

Phe price of an 'Abyssinian' girl was about one-third
again tTo twice that of a black girl.37 This difference
wesg reflected in tﬂeir relztive conditions in Egypt, the

Suden ‘and Arabia, for while black girls were generally

38the 'Abyssinians' were usually
39

enployed as servants,
sought as coencubines, arid this not only for their
teauty but also for their intellectual oapacity40 and their

'constaney of affection'.q'l

Not all 'Abyssinian' slaves were females. Nale

36[:&1’16', loc.cit.; Hurgronje says those at Mecc s
"represented 211 hues from bright yellow to dark brown .. M3
eit, , Pr 15

*TCame, op.cit., p. 191.

38]:1::'.&.; Hurgronje, op.cit., p. 109.

3925{11?:&;1'011je, op.cit., pp.107-8;Lane,op.cit., p.l36.

4“trepf, op.cit., p. 74.

41§3urch:hardt, op.eit., p. 311; Hurgronje,op.
cit., p. 1DY% Cf. Tunisi, Guadax, p.600 for a sympa~
thetic deseription of an 'Abyssinian' concubine at
Cairo.
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sleves of this group, being considered of greater intel-.
ligzence than the negroes, wvere bhetter educated than the
latter, and were freguently ziven positions of responsi-
biljty.42 They had their shortcomings, however, for al-
though they attached themselves willingly to their mag-
ters and served thém faithfully, they conuld also be capri-

: 13
cloug, proud, and viclent, -

The evidence inficztes that persons of all ages
were 201ld ag slaves, from very asmall chilarentd to adults
of rather sdvanced age.45 But it would seem that the
greatest prcportion of the slaves intended for the Egyp-
tian and Arabian markets were below the age of fifteen
years, The reason for this seems to have been connected
with the faet that in these two countries, slaves
were sought largely for domestic purposes.46 For

it wvas ~ thought, "hoth in Egypt and Arabisa,

that no great deperdence coulél be placed upon any

423urgronje, op.cite, »o 13} Douin, loc.cit., p. 161.
43Douin, loc.cit. .

44Bowring, op.zit., p. 84,

4500mbes,'gy,gii., p. 59.

46Escayrac de Tauture, op.cit., p., 506. In this
respect, aceording to the same writer, the Egyptian-Africen
slave-trade differed from thne Atlantic slave-trade, which,
becanse ite purpose was mainly to supply hands for heavy a-
gaigultural labor, sought adult males for the most part;
1pdd., -
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slave, who had not been brought up in the owner's family
from an early age.'47 Richard Burton, speaking of the
custom of Medina in this regard, remarks that "the older
Che children become, the more their value diminishes; and
noe one would purchase, sSive under exceptional circumstan-
zes, an adult slavé, because he is never parted ﬁith but

148 According to Tunisi, when

for some incurable vice.
mele slaves in Darflur reszched a height of seven spans

( 'enpans'), they "Liminue¢rt de prix; car alors ils sont
hommes, et ne doivent plus servir dans les harems ou &tre

en domesticité aux ordres d'une femmeP49

In the cases of yocunger slaves, it was not always
easy to judge age with any precision. They were therefore
arranged according to height, this being considered an ap-

0 The measurement was taken "by the

proximation of age.
span ('empan'), fron the znkle to the lower tip of the ear."51

De Cadalvene and de ﬁreuvéfy, who visited Asyut in 1830,

*TBowring, op.eit., p. 89; Burckhardt,op.cit.p.325.

*Sgurton, ¢p.git., II, . 12-13. -

49Tunisi, Voyage @u Darfour,p.39n. Cf.Lejean,"Le
Haat-Nil," p. 743; Petkerick, Travels, I, 37.

50De Cadalvine ard de Breuvéry, op.cit., I, 278,

lpunisi, laeit.
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state that it was customary there to classify slave chil- .

dren according to the following scheme:

(a) thalathi --— a child of either sex who was
three spans in height.

(b) ruba'i -—— & child four spans in height;
(¢) khumasi -—~ & child of five spans;

(d) sadasi -——~ & child of six spana.52

0f these, the most prized were the sadasis, who cost
about 900 piasters at Asyut in 1830.53 Khumasi girls cost
from 700 to 800 piasters, khumasi boys from 500 to 600;

raba'is, of beth cexes. apparently, from 300 to 400; and
4

5

thelathis from 150 to 200 piasters.-’

Other slaves sold at Asyut were arranged according

to the following scheme:

(a) 'emrat® ~-~ boys of fifteen to twenty years;
these cost from 400 to 500 piasters;

(b) 'takhen' --— "filles qui ont la gorge nais-
sante"; from 1,000 to 1,200 pias-
ters;

(e) 'maet’ ~—— "filles qui ont la gorge formée";

from 900 to 1,000 piasters;

52De Cadalvine and de Breuvéry,loc.cit., P27

53Ibid. Lt the rate of 100 Egyptian piasters to one
pound sterling, this would of course be zbout £9.Bowring op.
eit., p. 85,

4De Cadalvine ard de Breuvéry, la.cit.
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(d) 'kasser' --- girls of from eighteen to twenty
years: from 600 to 700 piasters;

(e) 'umm-bekir'--- a woman who had bormneone child:
500 to 600 piasters;

(f) 'umm-tani' --- a woman who had given birth twice:
400 to 500 piasters;

(g) 'ousta" --- a woman skilled in housekeeping
and cooker;: 1,000 to 1,500
piasters.b
(h) 'mourda' -——a wet-nurgg: from 900 to 1,000
piasters.
Burckhardt tells of a similar scheme in use at Shendi.
There, as at Asyut, the sadasis were most esteemed, a male
costing fifteen or sixteen dollars, "provided he bore the
marks of the small pox, without which a boy is not worth
more than two-thirds of that price;.."57 wnile a female cost

o8 Burckhardt also men-

from twenty to twenty-five dollars.
tions another category, known as 'balegh' (bali¥), slaves
above fifteen years of age. These were uncommon, being

bought largely by Bedouins, who employed them as shepherds.59

>%Women of this group were 'apprenticed' in households
in Dongola, and were "eagerly sought for by all traders, as
expert cooks, and good. servants." Burckhardt, op.cit., p.321; cf,
also p. 325,and Le jean, "Le Haut-Nil," p. 743.

56De Cadalvine .and de Breuvéry, loc.eit.,p. 278.

>TBurckhardt, op.cit.,pp.324-5.Cf. Bowring,op.cit,p.87.
58Burckhardt, loc.cit., p. 325.

591biq.

-
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This is perhaps a good place to digress and make.
some general remarks in regard to the prices of slaves,
These, like those of any commodity, tended to fluctuate,
some times considerably. Of prices, Louis Frank has this
1o say:

I1 n'est gueres [sic]) possible de dire quel-

que chose de bien positif sur le prix des Negres;

il varle infiniment, et toujours en raison de

la fré quencg des cardvanes, du nombre des Négres

qu'elles am nent, quelquefois en raison du 60

nombre des Vegres qui ont peri de la pestej...
Fdnond Combes points out that slaves, like agricultural
compodities, had their good years, when they arrived in
Ezgypt in large numbers and were sold very cheaply, and
their bad, when for diverse reasons, they were brought
in small quantities and sold dearly.’l Bowring noted that
in any case, there was"little regularity or fixedness of
price” generally in Egypt, especially outside the prin-

cipel coﬁmercial centers.62

It may be said then that the prices of slaves gi-
ven in any of the primary sources which have been used in

this paper can only be regarded as random samples, having

-

6OFrank, loe.cit., p. 244.

61

Combes, op.cit., I, 103-4. Cf. Pallme, op.cit.
2 27L., i

25owring, op.cit., p. 118.



176

"no real meaning unless subjected to criticism and com-.
pared with the commercial value of other commodities..."63
It might be of interest to investigate the 'evolution' of
slave prices in Egypt from the time, let us say, of the
Prench occupation down to that of the British, and the re-
lationship of these prices with the general economic and
soecial conditions., A discussion of this problem is how-

ever outside the scope of the present essay, and must a-

wait a future oceasion,

It will have been noticed that the prices of fe-
male slaves given here were higher than those of the males
of the same class; this seems in fact to have been the
general rule throughout the nineteenth century.64 The
higher prices commanded by females reflected of course
a greater demand, the consequence of which was sometimes
that thé females brought by a caravan greatly outnumbered
the males, It was, for example, reported that of the
five or six thousand slaves annually imported into Egypt
from Darfur around 1800, four out of five were females.65
Of those who, at the same period, came from Sennar to Egypt,

66

two=-thirds were females, In any case, women and children

63Brunschvig, loc.cit., p. 32.

64Burckhardt, gg.cit., pp. 335-6; Escayrac de
Lauture, op.cit., pp. =T; Iane, op. 1t., P. 192; Le-
jean, "Le Haut-wil," p. 743,

- GsGirard, Description de 1'Egvpte, pp. 282-3.

66 Thid., v. 293,
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together seem to have form=d the majority, perhaps the

great majority, of the slaves brought to Egypt for sale.67

A class of slaves which stood by itself was that

of the eunuchs, The 'making' and use of eunuchs were quite

. ’ 8 :
ccomon in the geographical Sudan.6 The operation was per-

69

formed only on the "sirongzest and best-looking boys," and-

alvays on those betweer the ages of eight and ten or twelve

70

reaxs, for if performed apon someone of more advanced

age, there was consideradle risk of its proving fata1.71

72 Barth

Auvtunn was s=id to bhe the nost favorable season,
and others emphasized the very high mortality which accom-

pani=sd the performing of this operation in the central and

67Escayrac de Isuture, op.cit., p. 506,

683ov111, %R.ggj., Pp. 244-=5, It may be remarked
thet the- Foran forbids rmutilation of this kind, regarding
it 23 beirg of satanic dnspiration (Sura IV:118), according
to Baydawi's interpretation; cf, ILevy, op.cit., p. 77 and
note,

693urckhardt, op.cit., p. 330.

701134, ; Prank, loc.cit., p. 285,

Tpureknardt, op.cit., pp. 329-30.

723e Cadalvene 2nd de Breuvery, op.cit., I, 282,
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together seem to have formed the majority, perhaps the

great najority, of the slaves brought to Egypt for sale.67

A clags of slaves vhich stood by itself was that

of the eunuchs, The 'making' and use of eunuchs were quite
68

common in the geographical Sudan, The operation was per-

69 and-

formed only on the "strongest and best-looking boys,"
always on those tefween the ages of eight and ten or twelve
years,TO for if performed upon someone of more advanced
age, there wvas considerable risk of its proving fata1.71
Autumn was said to be the ncst favorable season.72 Barth
and others emphasized the very high mortality which accom-

panied the performing of this operation in the central and

67Escayrac de Iauture, op.cit., p. 506,

SBBovill, 0P.cit,, pp. 244-5, It may bhe remarked
that the Roran forbids mutilation of this kind, regarding
it as being of satanic inspiration (Surz IV:118), according
to Baylawi's interpretations cf. Levy, op.cit., p. 77 and
note.

693urckhardt, op.cit., p. 330.

"01bhia.; Fremk, loc.cit., p. 285,

"lBurekhardt, op.cit., pp. 329-30.

TzDe Cadalvene and de Breuvery, op.cit., I, 282,
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western rezgions of the geographical Sud:sa.n.T3 This does,

not hovwerer seem generally to have been the case in Egypt.
Barckharit writes that in fact "the operation itself, how-
ever extreordinary it may appear, very seldom proves fatal,"

[ know certainly [he continueg] , that of sixty
boys upon whom it was performed in the autumn
of 1813, two only died; and every person whom
L guestioned on the subject in Siout assured

ne that even this was above the usual propor-
tion, the deaths being seldom more than two in
a handred,T4

Dther sources are in essential agreement with this esti-
mate, Frank learmed that the mortality-rate was "not abso-

lutely considerable," and that the process of healing worked

75

Fairly gquickly, while according to de Cadalvéne and de

Breuvéry, such was the asddress of the surgeons that only

about six per cent of the boys died of the operation.76

Bgypt imported eunuchs from Bornu (now part of North-

ern Nigeria) and from other countries of the geographical

77

Sudan, andl in the 1830 a thriving business in emasculations

73Bovi11, Op.cites P. 244 and note 1.
74"Burckhardt, op.cit., p.. 329. -
"prank, loc.cit., p. 238.

T®pe Cadalvine and de Ereuvéry, loc.cit.

77Bov111, op.cit., pp. 244-5,
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was done at EL Obeid, allegedly by & brother of the

78 Conmbes claimed that eunuchs were

Sultem of Darfur.
made in nany places, in Abyssinia, Darfur, Sennar, Nubia,

and on the Red Sea ccma-t;..?9 But it would appear that the
eunuchs for the Egyptiam and Turkish markets were supplied
chiefly by Upper Egypt. i+t the tinme of the French occu-
pation of Egypt, the village of Abu Tigé was known for its
eunuchs; there¢, accordimg te¢ Framk, from 100 to 200 boys

were geldied anmually, until the French halted the practice.SC
But after the French withdirawal, the trade was resumed.

In the reign of Muhamn=d 'Ali Pashe, this commerce was
centered at the village of Zawiyat al-Dayr, near Asyut.

It was tlkis village which Burckkardt calls "the great ma-
nufactory which supplies 211 Europe=n,and the greater part
of Asdaiic Turkey with these guardians of female virtue.."81
According to de CadalvBne and de Breuvéry again, "l'on
peut cansidérer cet affreux commerce comme 1'unique ressource

nS2

industrielle de ce bowrg... There, in 1814, 150

TBPallme, op.cit., pp. B6~7

"9conves, op.cit., I, 195.

80Frank, loc.cit.

81Burckhardt, op.¢it., p. 329.

82De Cadalvéne ard de breuvéry, oc.cit., p. 281,
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¢euruche wvere made each year, the majority of them after the
grrival of the carsvans from Darfur and Sennar;83 in 1830,
the number was reported as 300.84 Browne tells us that the
operations were performed by "some families,... having the
lereditary erxercise of this antient [s_ic practice.“85 In
1830 it vas reporfed that priests were involved in the geld-

ings, 86

A boy on vhom the operation had been performed was
worth from two to three times the value of an ordinary slave
of the szme age.m It was this consideration which prompted
the owmers to have the gelding done. Burckhardt writes that
the

great profits which accrue to the owners of

the slaves in consequence of their undergoing

this cruel operation, tempts them to consent

to an agt which many of them in their hearts
gbhor ,B8

The industry was recognized by the Government,to

vhom an annnaal tax was 3_::&1:Lc1.Esg De Cadalvéne and de

& Burcknarat, op.cit., pp. 329, 330.

84pe Cadalvéne and de Breuvéry, loc.cit., p. 282;
cf. Bowring, op.cit., p. 95.

8o8rowne y 2p.cit., p. 350,
8ne Calalvine and de Breuvéry, op.cit., I, 281-2,
87Fra:nk, dpc.cit.; Bowring, op.cit., p. 87.

8E’Bnrc}cha:rnit:, op.cit., p. 329; cf. Frank, loc.cit.

89 Burcikhardt, loc.cit.
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Breuvery observed that the Pasha of Egypt levied his = .
"droits em rature," that is, of the three hundred eu-
nuchs said to have teen nmade every year, he was en-
titled to receive eighty.go Some of these he kept for
his own use, while others were sent as presents to the

Sultan and to the numerous grandees at COnetantinople.gl

Sone writers hare made rather extravagant-sound-
ing estimates of the nunder of eunuchs to be found in
Egypt iteelf. Esczyrac de Lauture, for example, claimed
that "in the Dzst," and by implication in Egypt, every
man of wealth possessed at least one eunuch, and that no
one of the rank »f pasha was without two or three.92 E-
ven go careful an observer as Bowring states that "there
is scarcely a harem of any man of rank which is unfur-
nished with these degraded beings..."g3 Remarks like
these can te quite mislealing if they are not more pre-
cisely qualified, Any discussion on the subject of eu-
nuches involves of course a knowledge of the private do-

mestic 1ife of the Bgzyptians, for most outsiders a know=-
ledge vhich hes alveys been extremely difficult

goﬂe CadalvB®ne end de Breuvéry, loc.cit., p. 282,

l1pia, 1n 1812, for example, Muhammad 'Ali was
reported to nave sent two hundred young eunuchs as a
present to the Ofttoman Sultan; Burckhardt, op.cit., p.
330 : '

ngscayrmc de Lauture, op.cit., p. 508.

95Bovring, op.cit., p.87.
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1o obtain until gudite recently.94 It may be better here.
1o accept the statenents of Lane and Burckhardt who,
though Furcopean Christians, were able to observe closely
the inner domestic life of families in Egypt and Ar&tbia.g5
1t was the case, as.Burckhardt remarks, that the custom
of keeping eunuchs.llad much declined in Egypt and Syria.
In EHgypt, mot more than three hundred could be found, if
thae number kept by the viceroy and his sons were excepted.
e points out that

in these countries there is great danger

in the display of wealth, and the indivi-

dual who keeps so many female slaves as to

require a eunuch for their guardian, becomes

a tempting object to the rapacity of
the goverrment.

Lane, too, says that in the Egypt of the 1830s, scarcely

anyone kept eunuchs except Turks of high r:a.n.lz:.(‘]7 It was

-

gdBovrri_ng renarks, "There is nothing like an ap-
proximative census of any mrt of the population, still
less can there be of the slave-population who belong to the
harems; the most inaccessible part of the social organiza-
tion of the east." log.git., p. 92.

gsLane lived in Cairo for some years between 1825
and 1840, and such was the sympathy of his character and
his command of Arabic, that he was able to mix with upper-
class Caireres as one of themselves.(Cf.lane,op.cit.,pp.xii-
xiii.) Buarckhardt lived for some years in Aleppo, where he
acquired an admirable knowledge of Arabic and Arabian lore.
He lLater travelled in Egypt and the Sudan in the guise of an
Aleppine merchant.(Burckhardt, op.cit.,pp. xxv-x11i,178).

201114, , pp. 330-1.

Mhene, op.cit., p. 137.
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no doubdbt for this reason, at least in part, that almost

all eunuchs made in Upper Egypt were sent to Istanbul

or Lsia Liinor.98

The actual process of selling a slave was not
without interest. Much of the selling of slaves as well as
of other articles, was carried on by means of persons cal-
ledl dallals, a word which is used to denote a middleman or
& broker, but which can be used to mean 'auctioneer' or
‘hawker'.gg In many of the bazaars of Cairo, Lane tells us,

auctions are held on stated days, once or

twice a week. They are conducted by "dellals"...
hired either by private persons who have any-
thing that they wish to sell in this manner,

or by shopkeepers;... The "dellals" carry the
goods up and down,announcing the sums biddenloo
with eries of 'hardg' or 'hardj' [auction] ...

Pallme describes the processof eelling at E1 Obeid. Such

was the volume of trade there that the sale of slaves took

101

place every day throughout the year. A slave to be

98Burckharat, op.cit., p. 331.

°I4ans Wehr, (J. Milton Cowan, ed.), A Dictionary of
Modern Written Arabic (Wiesbaden: Otto Hargassowi%z, I§5f§.

100

Lane, op.cit., p. 324.

101Pallme,- op.cit., p. 268. Holroyd says, "Almost
every person in Kordofan is a slave-merchant, and if an
individual can gain only a few piasters by the sale, the
unfortunate captive is sure to change hands." Loc.cit.p.209.



1é&4

#0ld was led about bty an auctioneer who shouted out the

good characteristics and the current price of his merchan-
Lise s he walked through the market place. The slave

was told, "after several perambulations" of the market place,
to the highest bidder. "Phie species of auction" Pallme
says, "is the public sale in comnon vogue in Egypt."102
Folreyd desceribes a similar node of selling in the market

at Icﬁlar'ttm_m.]'o3 Not all slaves, however, were sold by
auction. Sonetimes the sale was effected by negotiation

between buyer and jallab, often with the aid of a dalla1.104

A prospective puarchaser was free to subject a slave
to an intinate examination, closely examining his eyes,
tongue, teeth, skin, muscles, while making enquiries about
ris orizin, disposition, past history, and other circumstances

105

viichk might influence the slave's value. One thing in

whick buyérs took great interest wes whether or not a slave
rad h=d smallpox; a slave who had recovered from the di-

sease was vworth a third again as much as one who had not.106

lozPallme, opecit., p. 269 <
10340 170yd, loc.cit., p. 208.
104 | ,
Bowring, op.cit., p. 94; Frank, op.cit., p. 243.

lOEBon‘ing, oc. ¢it.; Pallre, pp. 271-2.

lOGBurckhar‘d‘t, op.cit., p. 325,
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There was another set of characteristics in which buyers.
took a lively drterest, at least in Cairo about 1800,
whnere it was widely believed there that these characteris-
tics were a good guide to the character of a negro. If
the whites of the gyes were unblemished, the tongue and
guns of a bright red color, the palms and soles of the
feet of a distinctly pinkish color, and the finger-nails
of good quality, then the slave was, according to this
View, assumed to be of generally good character. But
a slave the whites of whose eyes were blemished with
traces of red or brown, and whose tongue and gums had tra-
ces of black, was assumed to be "d'un mauvais caractere

23 absolument 1'_nc,or:‘ig:lbl«-:o."10'r

This very close physical inspection of slwes on
sale often aroused feelings of repulsion in Europeans, who
comparedithia procesding to the process of inspecting live-

stock on sale in Europe.lo8

Snouck Hurgronje,who lived
in the Hijaz in 1884-85, also felt such repulsion on watch-

ing sales c¢f sglaves at Mecca; but, he points out,

—~

107prank, loc.cit., p. 240.

1081p14., p. 243; Hemilton, op.cit., pp. 286-7.
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from closer inquiry ...es it results
that no female slave (not to speak of
males) feels more dislike of such over-
hauling than a Buropean lady of a medical
examination. This indeed is at once ap-
parent in the market, for the stranger
has scarcely gone on a few steps before
the babble starts: one slave girl is tel-
ling her sisters of the funny questions
the man has put to her, how the broker
tried to deceive him but she... stopped
his lies, and then the{ are all joking
and laughing together.l09

A sinilar atmosphere might have prevailed at Cairo on these
occasions; one observer at least noted that negroes sub-
jected by the dealers to close inspection for the benefit
pf a purchaser took it all in good humor. "The poor
girls," hesaid, "did all they were told without seeming
nuch put out; indeed, most of them seemed to be laughing

a’]l the time, which made the whole business less pain-

Fu1, 110

éertain usages connected with the buying of slaves
at Ilecca may be of interest. In Mecca, if a prospective
purchaser were uncertain as to the state of health of a
slave he wished to buy, he might consult a physician who

111

made a practice of examining slaves for a fee. Or if

1OgHurgronje, op.cit., p. 15.

110Nerva1, op.cit., I, 84-5.

lllﬂurgronje, op.cit., p. 14.
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he were doubtful as to some other point, he "left the
choice to Ged by performing certain religious ceremonies
and then going to sleep and letting the decision depend

oxr his dreams,..."112

At Mecca, agein, before a deal was closed, the
customer asked the slave, "Ente radi?", "Are you willing
to sexrve ne?™ And "from the answer, even though negative,
experienced men can almost alwsys understand... whether
nis 'No' means dislike for his future position or merely
a hapan disinelination to any unknown change." No one,
Hurgronje adds, "would buy a nele slave against his will

and still less a female slave against her will."}12

The fact that these twe usages prevailed at Mecca
does not of course necessarily mean they were also met with in
Bgypt, and we have no direct evidence that they were. But
the general historical and culiural links between Egypt
and Vestern Arabia had been close ever since the Muslim

comyjuest of Egypt. Further, and more specifically, it

11215i4. Cf. Lane, op.cit., p. 268, for remarks
o1 the extemnt to which the Egyrtians of an earlier epoch
relied on dreams to determine a course of action, a prac-
tice known as istikhara.

llaﬁurgronﬁe, op.cit., p. 15,
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appears from Burckhardt that, not only were the slave-trades
of Egypt and WestemArabia "closely allied to each

114 put it would

other" and with the Abyssinian trade,
seem, judging from several remarks made by the smme ob-

server, that there was a coneiderable similarity between
the customs of Arabia and of Lgypt in regard to the pur-

chase and treatment of slaves.ll5

It is not altogether
improbable then that the two Meccan customs just mentioned

were illustrative also of the purchase of slaves in Egypt.

When (and if) an agreement satisfactory to all
concerned was arrived at, the parties went to the office
at the entranee to the wakala; there a scribe would register
all the relevant details of the sale decided upon.116 In the
mid-1830s it was customary for slaves to be protected from
the conscription by a certificate which was given by the
seller a% the time of the sale.ll7 A copy of the sale
registration was given to the buyer, who then paid & small

118

fee to the proprietor of the wakala amounting at Cairo

to three piasters per slave.119 The fee of the broker, if

H4gurckhardt, op.cit., p. 322.

1151bid., pp. 325, 328,340, 352.
16prank, loc.cit., p. 243.
117Bowring, op.cit., p. 91.

llSFrank, ioc.cit.

’ l19De Cadalvine and de Breuvéry, op.cit.,IT, 235n.
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any, weas paid by the jallab, while the purchaser might
make a present io the broker if he were satisfied with the
bargai_n.l2o

Very often, slaves were bought 'on trial'. 1In
these cases, the buyer would pay only part of the price

121 He had then the right to take the slave

agreed upon,
home ani cbserve him (or her) for a specified period of

time. If the slave had certadin considerable defects, he
might be returned to the jallabd, or exchanged for another

slave. 122

Certain faults autonatically entitled the pur-
chaser 1o claim the right to exchenge the slave or to have
the deposit returned.?? OFf these faults, the principal
were: (1) snorinz at night ("comsidered as a capital de-
fect"), (2) bdedwetting, (3) sleepwalking, (4) venereal di-
scase, (5) teeth-grinding while asleep, (6) madness, and

(7) "any disease which has not been completely cured, or

recurs while in the hands of the purchaser, as intermittent

12030wr-in.g, ep.cit., p. 94.

IElFraILk,loc.'cit. It might be as little as one-
quarter of the price =mgreed upon: Holroyd, loc.cit.,p.209.

122prank, loc-cit., p. 243.

lzBBowriEg, op.cit., p. 87.
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fever, itch, etc..."124 :

The period allowed for trial seems to have varied
from one place to another, At Shendi in 1814, a slave
might be returned ss long as a fortnight after purchase
if one of these faults were discovered,125 while Frank
states that at Cairo he might be returned as many as twenty

125

days afterwvards, Holroyd reports three days as the pe-

riod gemerally allowed in the Egyptian Sudan,lE7 while TLane

says the sane of Egypt.128

In Egyot, & newly-purchased
female slave was observed during the three-day period in
the harem o¢f the purchaser, to whom the women of the house-
nold made their report.129 If a jallab suspected bad

faith on the part of a purchaser who was seeking to have

a slave returned, he might arrange to have the

‘1?4Burckhardt, op.cit., p. 337; de Cadalv®ne and
de Breuvéry, op.cit., I, 27T1; Frank, loc.cit., p. 243;
Holroyd, lcc.cit., p. 209,

IQEBurckhardt, op.cit., pp. 336-T.

1'26'13‘1:'49._1/111:, loc.cit.; Nerval gives eight days as
the period allowedi op.cit., I, 116.

LETHolroyd, loc.cit.

Lgel&ne,-%g.cit., Pe 192, Three days is also the
period permitted by The Maliki school of jurisprudence,
vhich is the school most widely followed in nger Egypt
and the Sudan; cf. Brunschvig, loc.cit., p. 26,
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slave cbserved in a 'neutral' household for three days; )
if bad faith vere proved, the sale might not be annulled.l>°
In some cases, ycung slaves were sold with the express

stipulation that they night not be returned.lBl

The description givem above of the sale of slaves
certainly must bhave held good down to 1854, when the vice-
roy Muhammad Sa'id Pasha issued the first Egyptian anti-
slave trade decree, the opering shot of a campaign which
was 1o be cowntinuesd by his successor, the Khedive Isma'il.
1t is diffieult to discover precisely how the practices
described above were modified in the course of this cam-
paign. For namy years, however, it would seem that what
charges did c¢ccur were perhayps not very considerable, for
in 1867, as we have already seen, there were in Cairo, the
very heart of the Knedivial government, about a score
of slave-trading establishments. Even as late as 1869,
it could still be said that the only important change ef-
fected was that the trade was "no longer so openly carried
on there as formerly," since the public markets had been

closed and tlke tradere carefully avoided Europeans.132

lBODe Calalvene and de Breuvéry, I; 277,

131Buxckharat, op.cit., p. 336.

lBQDouin, L'Empire africain, part 2, p. 666.
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Instead, dAurinz this period, slaves were sold at Cairo

in private houses belonging to the dealers or their

friends, whence they were coanveyed from the river port

of Bulag in small numbers of two's and three'a.133 Indeed,

slaves, black and white, were said to be "frequently" taken

to be shown and sold to nembers of the family of Khedive

Isma'il hinmself in 1869, in which year the Khedive's daughter

received & wedding present of from fifty to one hundred

slaves.qu' These facts suggest that whatever laws existed

on paper, and however vigorous the efforts of the Khedive

to enforce them, there were numerous influential personages

and high officials who were interested in seeing the trade

continue.155
Public opinion in general was much annoyed with

the Xhediwve's measures against the slave-trade, which were

136 In this con-

regarded as teing of British inspiration.
text, therefore, it seems unlikely that these measures

could have been enforced with sufficient energy to have made
any important alteration in the selling practices described.

This is however a subject which must await further

13%rvid., . 667
1345114,
1351bid., part 1, pp. 464-5.

1361114, , part 2, p. 697.
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investigation.

Thus far, we have seen the slaves to their final
testinations in Egypt or the Sudan, or in other parts of
the Ottomam Empire, mainly the Murkish-speaking provinces.
But we have to note three circumssances of 1life .in their
new homes whose consequences were ultimately to affect the '

slave~-trade,

Tte first of these circumstances was the rather
high mortelity of the slave population of Egypt compared
with that of the indigenous population. This seems sur-
prising in view of the fact that the situation of the great
me jority of the slaves as domestic servants in the house-
nolds of the more affluent classes was certainly superior to
that of the great majority of the Egyptian population.l37
But for _reasons which are still not clear, the slaves were
mach more susceptible to disease than were the native Egyp-
tisrs, Herry Salt, who was British Consul-General af Alexan-
dAria for scme time during the early nineteenth century, noted
that whenever an outhreak of epldemic disease occurred, it

was the negroes who 'succumbed most easily-to it, despite their

apparent health and robustness, When an epidemic appeared,

-

13730‘31‘1@, _920_0__:!._20' D. 95-



134

they died, Le said, "as sheep die of pox." It was general-
ly the case among the slave-conscripts of the viceroy,
that they succumted to diseases which, among Europeans

or Arsbs, were easily amenable to medical treatment.138
Nicolas Perron, who was a Prench physician in the service
of Mubhemnad 'Ali I‘aéha, mrote that in general in Egypt
“"the negroes age and wesr out (s'usent) at a surprising
speed, even when they are rcbust and vigorous."139
Bowring states that the mortality among black slaves in
Egypt was "frighiful." ®™When the epidemical plague visits
the country they are swept away in immense multitudes,
and they are the earliest wictims of almost every other

n140

domineering disease. He heard it estimated that Iive

or six yesxrs were sufficient to destroy an entire genera-

tion of slaves, at the end of which time it was necessary

141

to replenish the supply. He attributed this condition

138Douin, La Pdnétration, p. 364.

A3 ‘Nicolas Perxim, appendix attached to Tunisi,
Voyage au Darfour, p. 454.

14080wring, op.git., p. 92.

Atl1bid. This was, he seid, one of the reasons
for their low market value.
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and the genexal low life-span of black slaves in Egypt

to "change of climate, altered mcdes of life,[anq] se-

clusion," as well as to the "pestdilential visitations."142

L Low birth-rate combined with this high rate of
mortality to decrease the slave-population. A historian
of Bast African has remarked that

(me of the worst evils of slavery is its
intexference with the normal balance and
relationship between the sexes; the natu-

ral dncrease of slave-populations has never
kept pace with their masters' needs; it

has always had to be supplemented by a cons-
tant flow of recruits from outside. So it had
been in the Vest Indies, s¢c it was in Oman.l143

And so it was in Egypt, and perhap: elsewhere in the Near
Zast., While nany of the negro women bore children, nearly
half theix offspring died.144 Lam¢ st.tes that although

"the vwomem of Egypt are generally very prolific... females

of other coumtries residing here often are childless...“145

The third circumnstance to nention in this respect

1421914., p. 10L.

1'45525.1- Reginald Coupland, East African and Its In-
vadere (london: Oxford University Press, s Do
(Herea‘ter cited as Bast Africa).

14"Bovring,‘ op.cit., p. 92.

145Lane, op.cit., p. 161, According to Bowring,
this applied to whites as well as to negroes; loc.cit., p. 6.
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is the freguency with which slaves were emancipated. For
Islamic tradition had always given the manumitting of
slaves a prominent place among the acts pleasing to God.146
This precept was so far followed in Egypt and in Arabia
that 2z slave very seldom remained in a respectable house-
hold for a number of years without being made free.l47 A
female slave received her freedom through the circumstance
of bearing a child to her master which he acknowledged (as

148

most masters generally did ) to be his own. 4% 1In this

case, it was "considered discreditable, especially if the

150 and

ehild is a male," not to grant the slave her freedom,
to present her with the marriage contract, "which is the

only marriage ceremony used on those occasions.“151

Thus it was that the effect of these three cir-
cumstances, +viz., the considerable mortality, the low

birth-rate, and the continual process of emancipation of

146The Shari'a provides numerous occasions and
means whereby slaves may be emancipated; cf. Brunschvig,
loc.cit., pp. 29-30.

14T By ckhardt, op.cit., p. 340. .
l48$&ne, op.cit., p. 104.
149144,

1508y rckhardt, loc.cit.

1511%id., pp. 340-1.
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individual slaves, must have tended steadily to diminish
the supply c¢f slaves locally available for purchase.152
This diminution of the supply, with a more or less con-
stant demand, inevitably stimulated anew the activity

of the slave—diealers and their suppliers.

152"The nunber of blacks appears to decrease,
notwithstanding the perpetual immigration." Bowring, 9p.
(:i't., p- 92| ~



CHAPLER V

PHE SPHUGGLE AGAINST THE TRADE

The background of the circumstances described
dn this chapter lies dn events connected with the trade
in slaves carried on between Africa and North and South
Anerica, a trale carried om by subjects of the greater
maritime States of Europe.l Among these, Britons were not
dlegst active, One ¢f the fruits which Britain had obtained
from the Peace of Wirecht (L713) was the right to transport
slaves in wholesale from Africa to the Spanish possessions
dn the Tew World., With this prize in hand, Britain soon
took the lead of all her competitors, and by 1770 about
helf of the slaves imported into the Western Hemisphere
were carried in British sh:lpls.2 Slavery and the slave-
trade cime to play & great part in the thinking of British
Ministers and merchants. 3lave-labor was regarded as
the pillar of the flourishing West Indian sugar industry,
and the slave~trade was held to be one of the chief
supports of Bri tain's commercial prosperity and, by pro-

viding & '"narsery' for British seamen, a prime support of

1sir Reginald Coupland, The British Anti-Slaver
Movenert (2nd ed.; Tondon: Frank Cass and Co., 1964),pp.14-22,169-7C
ereafier cited as Anti-Slavery Movement). '

°Lvid., pp. 18, 22.
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3

her naval power.

But in the esighteenth century, serious opposition
to the slave-trade, and to the very institution of slavery,
began to appear. There had indeed been those in Europe
earlier who had entertained doubts as to the ethical pro-
priety of slavery; but before the eighteenth century, these
were isolated voicea.4 o the great majority of Europeans
and Americans, slavery had the sanction not only of the
Christian religion, tut also that of "the most illustrious

writers of antiquity."5

In the eighteenth century, however,
there was a change of attitude, a change which seems to
have had roots in two currents of thought: the speculations
of certain 'radical' Protestant writers, and the humanita-
rianiem which eccompanied the movement known as the Enlight-
enment.6 The rew attitude was especially strong in England,
where a growing bedy of opirnion, led by members of the So-

1

ciety of Friends, maintained a constant agitation against

slave-holding and slave-dealing. This agitation was

BLQQQ., pr. 1B, 22,

4Davis, Oop.gcit., pp. 294-7.
5Ibid., pr. 92, 107, 222.
®Ibid., pp. 291-39.

7Goupland, op.cit., pp. 64, 66, 121,
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greatly strengthened by the growing revulsion felt by
nexny from the sometimes excessively hard treatment of
fest Indian and American slaves by their masters or over-
seers.s Public opinion was won over to the'anti-slavery
movenent, ani in 1807 an Act of FParliament outlawed "all
nenner of desaling and trading" in slaves, and provided
heary penalties for any violation of this prohibition.9
The seguel 5o this enactment was another which in 1833
outlawved slavery itself in all overseas dependencies of

the Sritish Grown.lo

If this movement in England to end slavery began
as a "little band of propagandists,”" by 1807 it had come
to enjoy the support of "the great body of British public
opiuion."lL So strong and pervasive had this feeling
becone by the end of the Napoleonic wars that on the eve
of %he péaee—settlement, the 'Abolitionists,' the advocates
of %he abolition of slavery, were able to present to the
Fouse of Commons 800 petitions, with a total of nearly a
millicn signatures, calling for steps to be taken to pre-

vens the renswal of the French slave-trade. Shortly after-

®Ipia., pp. 29-34, 57-95, 101-9.
91b:id., p. 109.
107414., pp. 141-2,

——

1lIbid., pp. lllel3,
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wards, the House accepted, without dividing, motions
calling on the Governnent to take strong action on the

12 "Never

matter of the trade at the Congress of Vienna.
has a British diplomatl taken with him to a great inter-
national conference so clear or sostrong a mandate as
Castlereagh took t6 Vienna..." There could be little
doubt that British public opinion, whatever its feelings
in regerd to most of the other guestions confronting the
Congress, was "deeply, almost fiercely, interested" in
"the general abolition of the Slave Trade throughout the
world, "1 Pertly in consequence of Lord Castlereagh's
effort to this end, a Declarzation was annexed to the Fi-
nal Act of the Congress, signed in June, 1815. This,
couched in suitably vague language, declared "the univer-
sal abolitior of the Slave Trade" to be a measure "parti-
cularly worthy" of the attention of the signatory Powers,
and one in which they expressed their "wincere desire of

concurring."14

But little in fact was dome in this direction by

-

127514., p. L54.
1pi4.

141444., p. L55.
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the Luropemn Govermments whose subjects dealt in slaves, .
Indeed, if anything the situation grew worse than before.
"By the forth decade of the nineteenth century the volume
of the tranms-Atlantic Slave Trade had surpassed the highest
figures of tke eighteentb."l5 The demand for slaves was
growing, "and the men who made their fortunes by supplying
them vere rot to be deterred by prohibitions and penalties

vhich existed merely on paper."16

1t pas the British representative who had been
chiefly responsible for securing the adoption of the De-
claxraidon of Viemms, and it was successive British Govern-

ments whichdid mueh to give practical effect to the Decla-

ratior, perhaps moxs than any other European Government.”

Ia doing so, they were reflecting a powerful expression
of putlic¢ opinior. According to a responsible British

hi.s‘tar:ia.n_, the aboliticnist movement

had started as a national crusade. It be-

cane a national tradition... [It}] had so

deeply stixrred the public conscience that,

rot content with abandoning their own part

in the Slave Trade, the British people strove
«+» to secure its complete suppression through-
cut the world.l8 s

Scouplend, East Africa, p. 186.

16144,
T4, , pp. 186-7.

1®rvia, pp. 187, 186,
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It wvas on the grest maritime nations of the North Atlan-
tie, France, Portuygal, the United States, and Spain, many of
whose citizens were active in the slave-trade,:L9 that the
British Foreign Office exerted a continuing pressure over

a Jlong period ot‘_t_ime, in the hope of securing their co-
preration in the suppression of the trade., "Only, it was .
evilent, by diplomatic pressure on individual Governments
eould any real progress be achieved, and for the first
thirty years of the peace and even later the...Foreign Of-
fice was more occuyied with this question than with any o-
ther aspect of international affairs."20 This diploma-

tic activity was supplemented by patrols by the Royal Navy
of the coasts of Africa and of the sea-lanes between Africa
and the Western Hemisphere in search of illicit slave-

shippire. 21

| But pressure was exerted on Eastern Governments as
well upon Western, In 1822, British diplomacy secured
fronm the Sultan of Muscat and Zanzibar a treaty in which

the Saltan prohibited the export of slaves from his

-

lgcouplan.d, Anti-Slavery Movement, pp. 157-9, 169=73.

2OI’oid.,- I« 156. This is confirmed in some degree
by even a casnal examination of those documents listed un-
ler "Slaye Trade" in SP, Vols. II (1814-15) to XXXVIII
(18t9=50),

2leoupland, East Africa, pp. 187-8.
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African territories tc any place cutside his own do-

: 2z
ninions.

In 1841, the British Consul in Tunis secured
from the Ber an order forbidding the export of slaves
from that Regeney,.  and a promise that he, the Bey, would
do "evexrything in his power to abolish the slave trade

and the institution of slavery itself as soon as possible."23

L sericus approach to the viceroy of Egypt was
nede in Yewenber, 1837, This was connected with the wvisit
te Egypt of Sir John Bowring, on an official mission of
enquiry. His general purpose, he says, was "to report
upon the existing state and future probable situation of
Egypt, statistically considered.." To this end, Bowring
said, he hal "endeavoursd to gather from every acceesible
source such information as I could obtain as to her po-
pulatiom - her productions, agricultural and manufacturing -
her revewves and expenditure - her commerce and commercial
usages. .. and, generally spesking, on all the questions
which have a statistical character, and a bearing, directly

or indirs:ctly, on the development of her nesources."24

27534, pv 215.
ain Boahen, op.ecit., p. 137.

24Bowring,‘_g_p.cit;, Pe 3.
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Bat inmsmachas "the question of the slave-trade and
slavery is one on which so strong an interest is felt
in this country, I have thought it desirable to make

& special report on this subject..."25 This report

was duly drawn up and presented , and it form‘a part of his

overall Report on Zgypt and Carndia 26

A no less ifimportant paxt of his mission was
the discussion he had with Muhammad 'Ali on the subject
of slawvery and of the Pasha's raids for slaves in the
Sudan.,
When we had obtained sufficient evidence
[he says) to authorise cur interference with
the pacha on the sub ject of the slave-hunts
carried on by his... txroops in Senmar and
other frontiers of his dominions, the Consul-

General and myself determined to make a strong
representation to him on the subject.Z7

He refers 1o the difficulty of addressing a Turkish Pasha
"o1n a sudbject where everything we had to say would be new
and unexpected..." and therefore he and the Consul-General,

Colonel Canpbell, thought that if their representations

25 ,
Ibid., p. 83. 1

~— 21vi4., pp. 83-104.

2T1pid., p- 95.
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"took the shape rather of amicable counsel than of formal

diplomatic intervention, we were more likely to succeed..."
PFor an Ottonan governor "who finds slavery interwoven with
every part of the social organization arpund him, would un-
doubtedly resist...a formal interference with usages of im-

memorial date..."28

This course was adopted, After some conversation
of a general kind, Campbell broached the subject of the slave-
hunts, He said he "felt pain” in having to speak to the
viceroy on & subject in which the latter's own army was so
much invelved, but explained that if the viceroy knew "how
deeply the uriversal mind of England was moved" about the
queation of the slave-trade, he would consider that his visi-
tors were rendering him a service in suggesting that, "be-
fore any official representations were made," Muhammad 'Ali
should himself take the initiative and end the raids.29

Pire flashed from the old man's eyes as

we syoke; he grasped the sword, as he fre-

quently does when excited, which lay upon

his ¥nees, and all his gestures showed a

stromg excitement, but his features gradually30
relapsed into a more complacent expression...
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The viceroy them declared that he disliked the slave-
trade himself, and would he "very happy to abolish it
altogether, by slow degrees," which was, he felt, the on-
ly way it could be abolisked.31 Although he knew his of-
ficers traded inm slaves, "which he much disapproved," he
greatly doubted whether his troops had ever been paid

in slaves, especlally as ro more than seventy-five pias-
ters was owved to any soldier, while the very lowest price
of any slave was 15C piasters. His visitors replied that
it was the practice 1o give a certain number of slaves to
a group of soldiers, who would then divide the proceeds of
the sale thereof among themselves. They assured him also
that their information had been furnished by travellers

Fal
"of undoubted verscity."-?

In response to these representations, Muhammad
'Ali declared that he would immediately forward a dispatch
"peremptorily forbidding the employment of his troops in
the capture of mnegroes, and the payment of their wages in
alaves..."33 His guests assured him that "publicity would
be given" t¢ his intentions, and that "his carrying out a

purpose so hunane and noble would throw the greatest lustre

Plrpiq,”
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on his administration and reputation," *

The folloewing day (December 1, 1837), the vice=-
roy dispatched a letter to Khurshid Pasha, the Gover-
nor-~General of the Sudan. After noting the facts set
tefore him by his British visitors, the viceroy said:

I knew that slaves should not have been
distridbuted to the soldiers, but that the
officers could buy them and send them to
Cairo for their own profit; and it was of
this latter faect that I should naturally
have believed that these gentlemen spoke,
had they not assured me positively that
ot only dLd the officers buy slaves for
their own profit, but that their appoint-
ments and the wages of the soldiers were
paid in slaves,

If this P2 so, be it known that it is con-
trary to my wishes, and that it tends to
dishonowr me in the sight of all civilized
people, and abvove all with the English Go-
vernnent, between vhich and my own friend-
dy relations exist.

I accordingly command you to abstain for the
~ future from paying my officers, soldiers, and

other employés, with slaves., Know, that I

do not wish to derive profit from a traffie

which does me no honour; and that even if

its gbolition shall require some sacrifices

on my part I am ready to make them...35

Hrpia, - .

3sﬂrranslationof a Letter of,.,.the Viceroy of
Egypte. .10 the Governor of Senaar [sgic] , Kourchid Pa-
cha,,..." 1/IIIf1837; sub-inclosur Campbell to Pal-
mers ton, no, 81, Caire, 1/XI1I/1837, loc.cit., p. 98.
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It will be noticed that, despite his promise, the dispatgh
guoted makes no mention of prohibiting the slave-hunts.

vie ghall return to look at the consequences of this order
later. Before we do so, however, let us say a few words
about Bowring's report on the slave trade. In this report,
Bowring included a-number of recommendations which, if
executed, he felt might put an end to the slave-trade in
Egypt and its dependencies. Fe pointed out that Muhammad
'Ali might be reluctant to co-operate in this project.
Here the political circumstances of the time might be made

use of.

The oriental FPowers feel more and more that
their existence depends upon the support

of the courts of Eurocpe. Now, if the over-
throw of slavery were made a condition of
that support, there could be no doubt

they would, as they nust, submit to it, and
allow such measures to be adopted %s would
lead to its gradual extirpation."J

No doubt he had in mind the example of the Sultan of Mus-
cat and Zanzibar when he wrote these words. For the Sul-
tan had banned the export of slaves from his territories,
despite his consequent loss of a considerable revenue and

despite the strong opposition of his subjects, because

36Bowring‘, op.cit., p. 99.



210

the security of his position was dependent on the good
will of the British Government, far and away the strongeét
Power in the Indian Ocean, whose position of power in
those waters was unchallenged and unchallengeable. To
have refused to sign the treaty of 1822 would not only
have jeopardized the commercial prosperity of his realm,

but possibly his position on the ‘throne.37

But such exertion of diplonatic pressure to induce
Muhammad 'Ali to suppress the slave-trade must be accom-
panied by encouragement of other, more positive measures.
There must be introduced into the Sudan and the borderlands
"g legitimate and profitable commerce" which would enable
the negro peoples to pay for what they bought from the Su-
danese merchants in articles other than slaves, the impor-

38

tation of which into Egypt would be forbidden. Were
peaceful "conditions established in the southern regions,
the negroes would be encouraged to develop the latent re-
sources of their own lands, those resources which had hi-
therto lain fallow, owing to the conditions of "general

insecurity Eﬁnd] perpetual war" which prévailed there.39

37Coupland, East Africa, pp. 211-12.
38Bowr' ‘
ing, op.cit., p. 102,

391bid.
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A1l this would necessarily imply the abolition
of the Government momopolies of the export of several
important Sudanese products, gum, hides, indigo, and others,
which had been established by the viceroy shortly after
the conquest.40 For only then would the jallabs be en-
couraged to deal with the negroes in these commodities,
instead of in slaves. At the moment, however, slaves were
the only important commodity in which the traders were
allowed to deal freely. Several slave-tradershad intima-
ted to Bowring their willingness to abandon the trade in
glaves if they were allowed %o buy and sell other commo-

dities "without molestation, on their own account.“41

These recomnendations seem to have made little
immediate impact. The Foreign O0ffice must have been far
too preoccupied with the immense slave-trade being carried
on in thé Atlantic, on Britain's own doorstep, so to speak,
to spare much thought for the trade in the Nile Valley.
Britain did seek to put an end to the viceroy's monopolies;
but her chief reason for this seens to have been that they

deprived British merchantis of ecomnercial opportunities.42

40851 r0yd, loc.cit.,p.210; R. Hill, Egypt in the
sudan, p. 49.

4IBawring, op.cit., p. 100,

425 Hi1l, log.cit., p. T3.
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But Bowring's empnasis on the need to unite the po-
sitive step of the economic development (as we would say)
of the negro countries with the negative step of suppression,
his belief in the necessity, if the slave-trade were to
be effectively abtolished, of establishing a 'legitimate!
commexrce, that is, a commerce in commodities other than
humarn beings, was very much part of the climate of opinion
when he wrote his rEport.¢3 This conception was given wide
currency in a book published in 1840 by (Sir) Thomas Fowell
Buxton, a leading Eritish abolitionist, entitled The

African Slave-Trade and lts Remedy, in which he described

how 'legitimate commerce' might be established throughout
.Africa.44 This view c¢f the problem was to figure in the
thinking of those who in the reign of Khedive Isma'il were
to try and suppress the Nile valley slave-trade.

But while not as concerned with the slave trade

in Egypt as it was with that in places nearer home, the

4300upland, Anti-Slavery Movement, pp. 173-5.

44Thomas Poweil Buxton, 'he African Slave Trade and
Its Remedy (Iondon: John Nurray, 1840), pp.303-341 and passim.
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British Government did not feail to make Muhammad 'Ali
aware of its sentiments in tlkis matter. We need not go
in detzail into the numerous conversations carried on be-
tween the viceroy and the British representatives who

45 He was well enough

discussed the question with him.
aware of this pecﬁLiar tendency of the British mind, if
ohly from his conversations with the British consular
representatives, and willing enough to pay polite lip-
service to it, when advisable. DBut he had no need to do
more than that, and, as he was by no means in the same
diplcmatic position as the Sultan of Muscat,46 he did 1it-
tle more than that, It was he, after all, who had launched
two armies into tne Sudan, exhorting their commanders to
(among many other things) lay hold of as many suitable

young blacks as possible, and todispatch them, willing or no,

to Egypt to be trained in the army.47 It was also he who

450f. for example, SF, XXVI, 632-635; XXVII, 717-
193 XXXI, 595-7; KIXLI, 549-53; XXXIII, 610-13.

46Muhammad "Ali was in a position to balance
various Powers agalinst one amother. He tended though to
rely on the diplomatic suppoxrt of France.- Cf. Holt,
Fertile Crescents, p. 194.

470f. SU.EE‘&., ppi 8""9'
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sanctioned the 'rezzias' carried on by his officers in
the Sudan (it dis impossible to conceive the great Pasha's
be ing unaware of events of such moment in the Sudan when
ne was well-inforned sbout things of much less conaequence48),
to supply manpower for the viceroy's Sudan garrisons. Du-
ring the interviev ae geve to Bowring and Campbéll, he is
reported to have said he was "unfavourable to slavery it-
se1f, and desired its abolition, little by little.,. . "*?
and cn at least one occcasion he made a similar remark to

50 [t must be said however that no-

Canpbell's successor.
thing in the viceroy's behesvior suggests that this was
more than thet cowtsous deference required of a host,
especially irn the Fast, towards a strongly held but eccen-
+tric cpinion of an influential guest. It is hard to see
why he, a men broaght up in traditional Ottoman society,

where domestic slavery was part and parcel of society and

br no means thougat of as inhumane or immoral, should have

48R. Hill, Bgypt in the Sudan, pp.54, 55, 60.

49GanpreLl to Palmerston, no. 81, CYairo, 1/XII/
1837, cited in Bowring, op.cit., p. 97. °

20Barnett to Absrdeen, no. 85, Alexandria, 1/
-VEII/1843| §_:E.n VQ]_. 32, Pe 5500
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desired Lts abolition, even "little by little".

He was, however, willing to act if in need of sup-
port, For example, during his visit to the Sudan in the
winter of 1838-39, he sent formal instructions to his com-
manders in the Sudan forbidding them to engage in slave-

21 But the context of this act, and its conse-

hunting.
queneze, nake it almost certain that it was a mere gesture
desigred tc impress foreign opinion. For during the whole
of the sanmer preceding his visit, he had been actively
preparing to secede from the Ottoman Empire, a step on his
part which was strongly orposed by Britain.52 It is not
unreas onable to suppose tlzt while in the Sudan NMuhammad
'Ali, imfluenced perhaps bty the European advisers in his
suite like Gaetani,53 decided to make a gesture which might
weaken British oppositicon tc¢ his plans. This supposition

is supported to some extent by Gaetani's remarks to the

viceroy and to Clot Bey, the French director of the Egyptian

>Henri Deherawn "le Soudan egyptlen de Mohamed
Aly & Isnail Pacha," Histoire de la nation dgyptie d.
Gabriel Hanotaux (Paris: Iiqulriéé Plon [n.
464, (F¥erecafter cited as: Deherain, in Hanotaux, o _glcit )

52.8.27 XXvVi, pp. 694, 696, 697, T04.

53Buxton, op.cit., p. 428,
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medical school, and a man well-known in Europe,54 em~-

phasizing the necessity of making the decision widely

known in Europe as quickly as possible.55

In fact, the announcement by Clot Bey of the vice-

roy's action did arouse a flurry of hopeful interest in

56 But nothing came of it.

British abolitionist circles.
No further mention of the affair occurs in the collection

of Ytate Papers after Campbell's dispatch to Palmerston
57

of Jenuary, 1839, or in any other source, with one excep-
tion. Ignaz Pallme, noting that the European Press were
discuszing Muhammad 'Ali's zction, declared that the vice-

roy's order was "vox et .praeterea nihil" ('empty ndiee'),

and essured his readers thai the slave-raids "take place

2s before even at the present day [about 184'33".58

54Campbell to Palmerston, no. 11, Cairo, 10/I/
1839, SP, XXVII, 723.

55Denérain, in Hanotaux, op.cit., p. 464.

56Buxton, op.cit., pp. 434-5.

5TsP, no. 11, XXVII, p. 723. .

5BPallme, op.cit., p. 306,
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And in fact at least two such raids subsequently took _
place, one in the winter of 1842-43, led by the Governor-
General Ahmad Pasha Abu Widan into Dar Fun;],59 and the se-
cond led by his successor, Ahmad Manikli Pasha to an un-

disclosed area, early in 1844.60

Barnett, the British
Consul at Alexandfia, said he understood that so great

wae the mortality among the viceroy's troops in the Sudan,
"that it becomes necessary every year to have recourse to
that mode of completing the regiments;..."sl This diepatch
enclosed a letter to Barnett from Khusrau Bey (whose iden-
tity is not made clear, but who evidently was one close

to the viceroy), in which Khusrau admits that the raids
continued, but explains that their purPose was solely to
obtain recruits for the army, and that there was no question

of taking slaves to be sold.62

In view, however, of the
fact that the taking of slaves had been commonplace in
earlier raids, and in view of the financial interest which
(according to Prince Pueckler-Muskam) Egyptian governors

and army officers in the Sudan had in the sale of slaves

-

59“Slaving Expedition," loc.cit.

0Barnett to Aberdeen, no. 27, Alexandria, 19/III/
1844, P, XXXIII, p. 610.

611pia.

2k hosrew -ﬁ(husré.ﬂ Bey to Barnett, Cairo, 20/I1/
1844, enclosed in the dispatch no. 27, just cited.
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taken in these raids, it may be doubted whether the
distinction drawn by Khusrau Bey between raids for re-
cruits and raids for slaves, was more than merely theo-

retical.

No diplomatie records were available to the wri-
ter in regard to the approaches made on the subject of the
slave-trade to 'Abbas Hilmi I, Muhammad 'Ali's successor.
It would seem that the general outlook of 'Abbas Pasha
night have precluded interest in Abolitionism. For he
wase in fact opposed to the introduction of all Western
innovation, . "the great disintegrator of traditiomal
ideas of government and way of life in the Egypt he knew."63
The reign of 'Abbas was a stagnant period in the Sudan's
history and the Egyptian officials there tended to carry
on as they pleased, with only perfunctory direction from

Gairo.64‘

'Abbas' euccessor was Muhammad Sa'id Pasha, a man

who was, unlike 'Abbas, genuinely sympathetic to European

63R. Hil1l, loc.cit., pp. 87-8.

641p13. p. B7.
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Sudan,”® and in 1861, finding that his wishes were going
unheeded, he wrote te the General Governor of Sennar and
Khartoum:
Al though the slave trade has long been
suppressed, slaves from the White Nile are

still being sold in Khartoum. This neglect

of our order is amazing. Stop this trade

in all your territory &t once, Turn back to

their ports of origin all ships carrying

slaves.

These orders and exhortations were not altogether
without effect. It became more difficult, for a tinme,
tc bring slaves intc Zgypt, and some slave traders had
1ifficulties in making a profit. > But "south of Khartoum
the trade still flourished, for... the Arabian markets

were still open,"73

The principal effect in this area of
the viceroy's policy was to cause the removal of public
slave-dealings from Khartoum to places "further removed
from the eye of authority..." like the Shilluk village of

Kaka, on the White Nile.74 A "considerable number" of slaves

70Gray, op.cit., pp. 52-3.

7lSa'id Pasha to the Governor of Sennar and Khar-
toun, 27/XI/1861, cited in R, Hill, loc.cit., P. 102.

72p. Hill, loe.cit.
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however were still smuggled into Khartoum by boat.75

These measures were bat the prelude to the poli-
ey of the following reign. Mahammad Sa'id Pasha seems
toc have been entirely sincere in his expressed desire
to end the trade in slaves;76 but however sincere, his
pelicy was perhaps vitiated by & noticeable lack of e-
nerzy or resolution in his character.77 This was not
howaver true of the man who succeeded him, his nephew

Tsma'il Pasha.

The motives of Isma'il in taking steps to sup-
press the slave-trade have often been impugned. Lord
Cromer, for example, who describes the Khedive as an

078 wonders"whether Is=

"astute but superficial cynic,
mail Pashe was moved by a sincere desire to abolish an
infamous traffic, or whether he merely wished to throw
dust in the eyes of humanitarian Europe...“79 The mem=-

bers of the British Anti-Slavery Sociely of that epoch

T51via.

T6R. Hill, loc.cit., pp. 101-2. .
77Char1es—Roux, loc .cit., Po 253,

78mne Earl of Cromer, Modern Egypt (London: The Mac-
millan Co., 1908), I, 23; guoted in Dorothy Middleton, Ba-
Yer of the Nile (London: The Falcon Press, 1949), bP. 159,

"9¢romer, op.cit., LI, 497.
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that to assess the Khedive in these terms alone would

be to misjudge him. Moorehead's judgement reveals in an§
case a certain patronizing prejudice against Eastern ru-
lers, ‘oriental potentates,' of a traditional kind.84 In
seeking to evaluate the Khedive's attitude towards slave-

ry, we ought to divest ourselves of such prejudices, and

we should be careful of importing into our evaluation

certain Western presuppositions. If we say, as there is

some reason to do, that Isma'il genuinely wished to sup-
press the slave-trade, we must not expect to find that

his reasons were those of a Ewnropean who wished to do so.
Westerners sought to put down slavery because, in con-

trast to the traditional Muslim view, they conceived a

slave "as a being in fundamental contrast to a free man..."85

Slavery to them was therefore unnatural and evil, in and

of itself.

If, however, we seek such an attitude of mind in Is-
ma'il Pasha, we shall not find it. Hig dislike of slavery
proceeded from different sources. He had spent several of

his formative years studying in Paris, and was profoundly

84Moorehead,_o .cit., p. 143.

85R.H111, loc.cit., p. 146. A comparative study of
the possible theological roots of the Muslim and Christian
views of slavery might be not only useful, but illuminating.
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dmpressed with the achievements of Buropean civilization,
as he understood it.86 That his understanding was relar.
tively superficial can hardly be held against him, since
all his roots were in an entirely different civilization.
1+ was his wish to make Egypt over in the image of Europe,
zs far as possible; "His Westernization of Egypt included

every kind of internal reform..."87

barrages, telegraph
1inse, railways, agricultural development, remodelling

of the postal and customs administrations, urban improve-
nert (especially in Cairo), canals, water-works, and not
lez=st important, education,88 in short, a thoroughgoing
program of modernization, And here, one feels, we find
the key to his feelings about slavery. He probably rea-
lized thet slavery was a usage inconsistent with the Egypt
he wanted to construct. As Sir Bartle Frere noted in
16872, Isma'il claimed for Egypt "the honor of being in the

wven of civilization in Africa..." and was, he says "well-

awrare of the serious obstacle which slavery and the slave-

860harles-R0ux, loc.cit. pp. 284-5.

87Moorehead, op.cit., p. l44.

Bacharles—ﬁoux, loc.cit., pp. 287-8
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trade pnesem&ato the maintenance of such a position

end to the onward movemnent of civilizgtion."ag

In a word, he desired the end of slavery, not be-
cause it was morally ewvil, but because it was un-modern,
un-progressive, uncivilized, But, as he told the delegates
of the combined meeting in Paris in 1867 of the French
Comité d'émancipation and the British Anti-Slavery Society,
slavery in Egypt had deep roots in custom and tradition
and could not be overthrown in a single day, or by a frontal
attzck. The way to eliminate it%, he thought, was to strike
at its root, at the slave-trade; that destroyed, the rest
would follow. For, in about a score of years, he said,
some of the slaves would have died while the others, in
keeping with custom, would have been freed. Slavery, he

thought, would thus wither away.go

This was to be his methed of dealing with slavery
during his reign, to sirike at the trade at its sources,

in the southern borderlands. No doubt some of the steps

895 onn Martineau, The Life and Correspondence of

Sir Bartle Frere, 1I, T5, cited by Douin, L'Empire afri-
call, part 2, D. 694._(Translation.)

90Georges Doudin, Histoire du regne du Khédive
Isnail (Rome: La Reale Societa a1 Geografia d‘ﬁgitto,1934,)
II, 10. '
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which he claimed to¢ have tmken to this end were affected
also by his personal anbition, like the attempt to annex
the Great Lakes, or by diplomatic considerations, like
the employment of Gordors Nonetheless, several men who
knew him, opponents of the alave-trade as intelligent and
ag diverse in character as Sir Bartle Prere,’t Sir Samuel
Baker92 and Colonel Gordom% came to respect the sincerity
of his professed intentions in regard to the trade. It is
for this reason difficult to accept Moorehead's judgement.
It may be interesting o gquote part of Frere's opinion of
the Khedive. During his discussions with Frere in 1872 on
the problems of suppressing the slave-trade, the Khedive

showed himsslf to be much better informed

of the whole coniext of the question and

its difficultie=, and displayed a much more

intelligent interest in the subject, than

all the other putlic men whom I have met,

Bnglishmen excepted; and there are not

many Englishmen vwho could ezual him in his

*~ possession of the subject.9

Tt is certainly not easy to define Iema'il’s va-

rious motives in this matter with any precision., But

91Douin, L'rm;gi:t'e africain, part 2, pp. 694-5.
ggBaker, Ismailia, I, 154-5.

93Middleton,. op.cites P 159; Moorehead, Op.Cit.,
». 143,

94Martinean, loc.cit.
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in the light of an assessrent like that of Frere, as well
as in view of the respect in which Isma'il was held by
Gordon and Baker, a judgement of the Khedive's character
1like that of Moorehead must, until further evidence is

forthcoming, be regarded as premature.

Since the campaign carried on against the Egyptian-
Sudanese slave-trade undeér Isma'il Pasha’s auspices 1is a
thrice-told tale, we do aot propose to deal with it here
in any more than brief compass. Shortly after he had as-
cended the throne in 1863, the Khedive received in audi-
ence John Hanning Speke ard J.,A. Grant, who had arrived in
Cairo on their way down the Nile after their discovery of
the source of that river in Lake Victoria., It might be
said that what was discussed in the course of this inter-
view provided the two main themes in terms of which the
history of the Sudan was to be enacted during the following
two decades. For the viceroy learned from the explorers
of the wealthy and highly organized African kingdoms around
Take Victoria and the other equatorial lakes of east Cen-
tral Africa; and he grasped the importance of the Up-
per Nile as a relatively easy route into the heart of

Africa, and of the desirskility of having control of the
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whole of that route.95 From the explorers he learned too
that not only was the slave-trade widiespread in the Egyp;
tian Sudan, but that officers of the highest rank connived
at it, despite the ordinances which had been promulgated

against it.96

Thereafter, these two questions, Egyptian expan-
sioy into Central Africa, and the campaign against the
clave-trade, were to be closely linked. Certainly the
Khedive took measures to try and stop, or reduce, the flow
of slaves into Egypt proper, and their export from Egypt.97
He 21so extended a considerable measure of cooperation to
the British consular officials in various parts of Egypt
in their endeavors to do the same thing.98 But the focus
of his policy in this respect was always the Upper Nile.
The most effective way, in his view, of striking at the
trade was to deal with it at its point of origin in the
southern borderlands. If the supply were dried up at the
source, slavery in Egypt and the Sudan would eventually dis-

appesr, as after a period of years, some of the slave-

95Gray, op.cit., pp. 78-9.

96Douin, L'Empire africain, part 1, p. 106.

9T1pid., part 2, pp. 671, 696.

981pi4., part 1, p. 462.
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population would die off, while the rest would be eman-
cipated. In the meantime, steps would be taken to train-
free persons to carry on most of those domestic functions
which had hitherto been done largely by house slaves.g9
The effective repression of the trade in the borderlands
implied the extension of Egyptian control over those areas,
and this project the Khedive proposed to carry through,

not only to put down the slave-trade, but,it is reasonable

to suppose, for reasons of a more material kind.loo

The first great step taken Dy Isma'il in this di-
rection was the expedition sent out by him to penetrate
into the basin of the Bahr al-Jabal, and beyond, into the
region of the equatorial Lakes of which he had learned
from Speke and Grant. He had already, some years before,
prepared the ground forthis advance by removing the Euro-
pean traders from their fields of enterprise in the Upper
Nile. This was done by the exertion of various forms of

pressure on these traders and their Sudanese employees Dby

99Douin, L'Empire africain, part 2, p. 695.

1OOIsma'il was also interested in the opportunities
for commercial intercourse with the regions in auestion.
ct. Gray, op.cit., p. 116; Douin, loc.cit., part 1, p. 478
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the Sudan Government.101 It may be that the Khedive feared
these traders might use the privileges granted them by '
the Capitulations to prevent the eitension of Egyptian

102 1, any

control over their zaribas and otheéer property.
case, the last European traders in the Upper Nile areas
left the scene in 1867.10% mTwo years later, Isma'il felt
that the political and financial conditions prevailing

in Bgypt and her Sudanese possessions were sufficiently

favorable to justify the beginning of his 'forward policy.'lo4
The expedition he proposed to send out was placed under
the command of Sir Samuel Baker, an Englishman who was
not only a man of energy and resource, but one who was
105

well-accuainted with the region he was about to traverse.

101Lejean, "La traite des esclaves," pp. 896-8;
Petherick Travels, II, 144-5.

102Europeans in Egyptian territory were exempted
by the Capitulations from the workings of Egyptian law to
an almost abusive degree. Cf. J.[.D. Anderson, "Law re-
form in Bgypt: 1850-1950," Political and Social Change in
Modern Egypt, ed. P.M. Holt, pp. 2L11-12.

103 k.
Douin, loc.cit. p. 473;,Holt, Modern History, p. 66.

_— N

lO4Douin, loc.cit., P. 47B.

1050f. Baker, - Albert Nyanza, passim.
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His mission was two-fold, First, he was to annex the re-
gions along the File between Bondokoro and the equatoriai
Lakes, and to oxganize the area annexed as an Egyptian pro-
vince.106 This was an object of cardinal importance, since
it was the wealth of these regions which was to compensate
the great expenditure upon the expedition, and the power

of the Central African kingdoms there which was to ensure
the permanent asecendancy of Bzypt in that part of the con-

tinerﬂ:.lo‘7

Second, Baker was to repress the slave-trade
throughout the area south of Gondokoro, to accomplish

which object he was not only to put an end to tribal war-
fare, but also to give special attention to the develop-

108 For Baker be-

ment of agriculture in the new province.
1ieved that only the establishment of a healthy and 'legi-
timate! economic end commercial life in the newly-acquired
regions. could be truly effective in driving out the barren

dualism of the ivory-slave trade.log

106Baker, Ismailia, I, T.
107Grey, op.cite, Do 116.

1OSBake?, loc.cite., Dp. 6=7; Baker to Lord
Wharncliffe, cited in Middleton, op.cit., p. 165.

1093akef to Tord Wharncliffe, loc.cit.
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But despite Baker's eninent qualifications, and
the great quantity of matfriel with which he was furnisﬁed,
the expedition was largely wnsuccessful, This was due
partly to the diglike felt smong the Egyptian and Sudanese
members of the party for the prospect of the disappearance,

through its repression, of the slave—trade,llo

and partly
to cexrtzin aspects of Baker's own personality. A man of
many attractive gqualities, he revertheless had a tendency
to place an oversiromg emphasis on the importance of dis-
ciplire among the people under his authority.lll Allied
to this was a readiness to place much reliance on the use

of force to gain the ends he thought necessary.112

In consequence of these and ﬁther factors, Baker
antagonized the powerful Bari and Bunyoro tribes; meanwhile,
about two-thirds of his troops deserted to Khartoum.ll3
The expedition ndegenerated into a sorry affair of hand-

to-mouth administration, tribal warfare, and seizure of

grain..“ll4 Par from driving out the slave-trade, Baker

0gsker, Icmmilia, 1, 286-7, 352-T.

1l1pi4., pe 302. -

W21y54,, 1, 368-9; LI, 19-20, 29-30.

131p5q,, 1, 397-8; I, 317-26; Gray, op.cit., p. 98.

1l4y51+, Mahiist Stase, p. 27.
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had brought about "en unholy alliance of the slavers
and the southern tribes against the clumsy interference
of the [Egyptian Governmenﬂ in local politics and in-

terests.“115

But the Khedive persisted in his poliey. In
1874, he engaged another Englishman to bring the regions
of the Bahr al-Jabal south of Gondokoro under some kind
of firm Egyptian control. His hiring of an Englishman was
due to his desire to give to the British Government, which
was deeply concerned about the continued existence of the

116 an earnest of

slave-trade in Egypt and its possessions,
his will to drive out that trade.ll7 The man engaged was
Charles George Gordon, a colonel in the Royal Engineers
and a man of remarkeble talents. He was given the task
of extending Egyptian control over the equatorial Lakes
and of répresaing the slave-trade.l18 Gordon had a cer-
tain degree of success, in that he was able to establish

good relations with several of the tribes along the upper

Bahr al-Jabal, and to put Egyptian control on a fairly

1151pi4.
116 Py )

Douin, L'Empire africain, part 1, p. 457.
117Gray, op.cit., p. 105.

1181y34., pp. 115-16.
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firm footing along the banks of the river between Lado
¢nd the Fola rapids. 12 But other than this, he was able
10 accomplish little more than had Baker. Owing to the
small numbers end incompetence of his troops, he could

not impose Egyptian control over the zariba-settlers in

the interior, who éontinued to carry on trading and slave
raiding in their usual way.lzo It was due to the same
reasone, as well as to the astute diplomacy of Mutesa,
King of Baganda, that Gordon was equally unable to extend
Bgyptian control over the Lake kingdoms, of which Baganda
was the most important.121 Gordon resigned in 1876 "with

little to showkis Khedivial master."l?

He was however induced to return the following
year. The Khedive had been impressed with his energy and
integrity, and offered him the post of Governor-General
of the Sudan, which Gordon accepted in 1877.12% 1In the
same year, Isma'il had signed a Convention with Britain

in which he engaged to take sirict measures to prevent the

1197p34., pp. 108-9, 112,
1201p34., p. 115.
1211p34.,, pp. 117-18.

122p . g411, Egypt in the Sudan, p. 139.

1234, 8. Hill,op.cit., pp.203-4; Holt Mahdist State,

p. 0.
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import into and the export from Egyptian territory of all
African slaves, and in which he committed himself to end
all private dezlings in slaves, in Egypt not later than
1884, and in the Egyptian Sudan not later than 1889124

In the execution of this Convention, Gordon had a primary
part to play. By 1878, he had, he believed, put an end

to most slave-trading in the eastern parts of the Egyp-
tian Sudan;125 he felt that he could now turn his atten-
tion to dealing with it in the west.126 By a series of
severe, even harsh, steps, he was able to clear a great
part of Dar Fertit and the Bahr al-Ghazal of slave-dealers
and their allies, the zariba—settlers.127 He placed the
area so cleared under the authority of one of his lieute-
nants, Romolo Gessi, who took upon himself an ambitious
project of developing the mineral and agricultural resour-
ces of his province, even as Baker had intended to do in

128 put unlike Baker, Gessi

the area south of Gondokoro.
had a surprising success in the enterprise. Cotton grew

wild in the Bahr al-Ghazalj; Gessi encouraged the cultivation

1241&9 Timeé (London) ,August, 18,1877, p.93 loc.cit,.,
August 31, 1877, p. [

125; 5, §ill, op.cit., pp. 318-19, 347.
1261p53,, p. 347.
1271p14., pp. 356,359; Holt, Mahdist State, p. 31.

128Gray, Qg.cit., pp. 127-8.
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of commercial varieties, and soon a small amount of

cotton was successfully planted. Rubber, tamarinds, and
honey in large guantities were sent by river to be sold

in Khartoum, while other commodities such as timber were
found to be producible in the Bahr al-Ghazal and could be
sold in the Sudan, which had formerly had %o import them
from abroad. There was a desire for clothes among some

of the tribesmen; Gessi set up eight looms worked by

young Africans. Nor was there any problem in respect of
labor; several of the tribes were adaptable agricultura-
lists, and "enthusiastically collected rubber and culti-
vated cotton.“129 In short, it appeared that a definite
beginning had been made towards the establishment of a le-
gitimate commerce and of a new economic order which would
replace the old one based on the trade in ivory and slaves.
The slave-trading interest, if not eliminated, was in re-
treat, 3! and if the security established could be main-
tained and the momentum of development already achieved,

sustained, it seemed possible that a revival of the slave-

1291p34., pp. 128-30. ?
1301pid., pp. 134-5.

1311p54., pp. 131, 134.

130



237

trade would become increasingly less probable in the

country where it had once flourished 80 greatly.132

But this was not to bte. Events outside the Bahr
al-Ghazal were moving tovarde a climax which would bring
to an end the order of thinge which had existed in the
Sudan for sixty years. It will be seen that the struggle

s L=i been carried to even this mo-

<
L=

against slave-tradin
derately successful position mainly through the efforts

of three men: Gessi in the 3ahr al-Ghazal, Gordon as
Governor—-General, and Khediwe ILsma'il. By the middle of
1881, they had all left the scene. The Khedive was de-
posed in 1879; Gordon 1eft Khartoum in 1880 and soon after-
werds retired from the Egyptian service.l33 Gessi died

in the same year.134 Phe men who succeeded them, the Khe-
dive Muharmad Tawfiq Pasha, and Ra'uf Pasha, Governor-Ge-
neral of the Sudan, were insufficiently energetic to main-
tain the nomentum established by their predecessors,135
and the condition of the Khedivial treasury forbade the

136

execution of any but tne most cautious policies. Under

1521153., p. 130.

153Holt, Mahdis: State, p. 31.
13

‘eray, op.cit., p. 235.

—

155Holt,-1oc-cit., p. 31-2.

136y01¢, Pertile Crescent, pp. 208-9.
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the government of Ra'uf Pasha, the slave-trade revived,

although not on its Fformer scale.137

It was not by the exertions of men like these
that the slave-trade between Egypt and her neighbors was
to be brought to an end, but rather as the result of the
conjunction of two factors. The first of these was the
Mahdist revolution, a War of the Faith proclaimed and led
by a religious teacher named Muhammad Ahmad against, as
ne saw it, the corruption and materialism of the Egyptian

Government of the Sudan.138

His call found a ready echo in
many sections of Sudanese gociety, not least among those
considerable numbers of jallabs and settlers who had been
expelled by Gordon from their homes in the south and com-
pelled to return to the Sudan.139 His revolt was sucecessful.
Egypt and the Sudan were cut off from each other not only
politically, but also commercially. Little if any trade
pasced between the two countries until 1890, when the Kha-
1ifa 'Abdallahi, the Mahdi's successor, opened the door

to trade between the northern Sudan and Egypt.l40 Even

137014, Mehdist State, p. 32.

1381y314,, pp. 34, 42-50.
1391pi4., pp. 34-6.

1401p44.; p. 176.
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then, it seems unlikely that nore than a few slaves passed
from the Sudan to Egypt, since home demand was sufficient

to keep most of them in the Sudan.l4l

But thers was another reason why very few slaves
could have been imported into Igypt after the early 1880s,
from the Sudan or anywhere else. One of the consequences
of the second ¢f these factcrs, the British occupation of
Egypt in 1882, was that, enjoying the support of the occu-
pying Power, the Hgyptlan autnorities could take more re-
solute action against the slave-trade. The laws against
the buying and selling of slaves were strictly enforced;
the routes by which slaves had been imported into Egypt
were closely waiched by the police; and British squadrons
patrolled the Red Sea to try o close that avenue of the

142

trade. Lord Cromer, the Eritish Consul-General in Egypt

from 1883 to 1907, writes that

the ™esult of these neasures has been, not only
that it has become year by year more difficult
to obtzin slaves, but that also, when any clan-
destire purchase is efifected, a price conside-
rably higher than that which formerly ruled

has to be paid.l43

The owner of slaves in these cireumstances

1411pid., po. 176-1.
142 .
Croner, op.cit., II, 501; Baer, loc.cit., p.153.

143Cromer, loc.cit.
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is, ,..beginning to ask himself whether slave
labour is not, after all, more expensive

as well as more troublesome than free
labour, and whether it is worth while,
besides committing a criminal act for which
he may be severely punished, to pay a con-
gsiderable sum for a glave girl who can, on
the merrow of her purchase, walk out of the
harem and obtain, not only her freedom, but
also the strong suppoert of the British re-
presentative if any attempt is made to
tamper with her liberiy of action.lé44

Cromer goes orn to say that in view of the fact that
slavery had come to be connected so closely with traditional
usages, as well as of the fact that "material interests
of some importance" were bound up with it, "it might well
have been thought that the introduction of Western ideas
in connection with this subject would have encountered

opposition of a somewhat specially strong description."l45

But this had not proved to be the case. In fact,

the opposition has been mild, and has been
easily overcome. A great change has been
going on insensibly. 1t has, indeed, been
almost imperceptible to those who, it might
be thought, were most intereested in the
maintenance of the existing abuse. No he-
roic measures have been adopted. Nothing
nas been done to clashk with... opinions and
pre judices. Nevertheless, a considerﬁz%e
measure of success has been attained.

144 1p44..
1451pida., p. 502.

1461414, , pp. 502-3
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This "great change" Cromer attribates to the "strictly .
Baconian principles®™ on which the Convention of 1877 was
framed, that is, tc¢ the means adopted by the Convention
of eliminating the slave-trade, not by a frontal attack,
but slowly, gradually by easy stages "in a prudent and
unostentatious manrer," It is, Cromer says, "due to the
wise moderation of the Conventicn,..that slavery has been

gradually disappearing from Egypt."147

This may be too superficial a conclusion, It
geems more plausible to seek the explanation in the way
in which Egyptian society, especially that of the larger
towns and cities, was evolving in the 1880s and after-
wards., One of the most significant changes effected dur-
ing this period was the coming into existence of a large
mobile labor-pool in the towns, a development which was con-
nected with the breakdown of the old guild system and with
the great wave of migration to the urban areas from the
countryside., It was found that free labor drawn from

this labor-pool could easily replace the labor of slavea.148

But of even greater importance was undoubtedly

-

471p14., p. 503,

1483aer, loc.cit., ppr. 143-4, 153-6,
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the change in attitudes brought about in the minds of
educated Egyptians towards slavery itself.l49 The close
contact of these with the increasingly attractive and per-
vagsive ideas and concepts of the West could not fail to
affect their outlook on the institutions of the traditional
order.l50 In the-minds of the rising generation, more
fully aware than their fathers of the opportunities and
horizons offered them by the modern world, slavery had

come to be seen as an anachronism and an irrelevance.

1491yp14., p. 154.

1500f_ for example, Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought
in the Liberal Age 1798-1 (London: Uxford University
ress, 1962), ch. 7, pp. 161-92, and passim.
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