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4, The need to suspend automatic promotion for
the time being so that more stress will be given to the betterment
of educational means and facilities.

5 The need for secondary education in order to
complete the educational ladder in UNRWA Schools.

6e UNRWA should have a common and unified curriculum
in all its schools in all the Host Countries in order to enhance the
Palestinian Spirit and to cultivate the Palestinian Personality.
UNRWA also should give its own elementary preparatory, and secondary
certificates and should ask the Arab countries to recognize these
certificates and equate them with their own,



2. English, as a second language, is taught in
all Elementary Schools from the 3rd grade onward, French is also
taught as a foreign language in all preparatory schools.

- School nutrition is available in part, for

the elementary school pupils.

4. The joining of both the academic and vocational
subjects in one curriculum to educate the students to the full.

5. The In-Service training of teachers.

6e Subject Specialists that are seconded by the

UNESCO are of great service to the system.

Still, many shortcomings prevail in the system
and the writer felt the need to bring these to the attention of
the people responsible. These shortcomings can be summarized as
follows:~-

1. The schools buildings are not up to the minimum
standard for school buildings.

2e The need for more training and a greater number
of school supervisors.

Se There is a discrepancy between the UNRWA School
curriculum and the Palestinian needs.

4, The system is so highly centralized that it leaves
practically no freedom to the teachers.

5e The ineffecisncy of the administrative body in the
Lebanon Educetion Department.

6o The lack of secondary schools.

To correét these shortcomings the writer recommends
the following:-

1. An increase in the number of schools and the need
for better equipped ones,

2. An increase in the number of teachers and supervisors
in order to reduce their load.

Je The need to give instruction in practical work
(Handicraft) in 21l schools and to give more weight to the Course.

/3



ABSTRACT

TITLE : UNRWA Educational System in Lebanon

BY : Mustafa W. Kharbush

COMMITTEE : Prof. lMatta Akrawi, Chairman
Prof. Habib Kurani, Member
Prof, Munir Bashshur, Member
Dr. Ali Othman, Member

PROBLEMN :

The writer, as a Palestinian Citizen, is
interested in the work the UNRWA is doing for his fellow
Palestinian Citizens., This interest led him to undertake the
study of the work this Agency is doing in the field of education.
From his personal experience as a teacher for eleven years in UNRWA
Schools and in Schools in Saudi-Arabia, Qatar and the Lebanon, the
writer feels that no one system of education is highly successful
and without any drawbacks, especially if it only has been functioning
for the last twenty years. This, we can say, is the reason why the
writer took upon himself the task of analyzing the existing UNRWA
System of education in Lebanon from its different angles: The system
and how it is financed, elementary education, preparatory education,
supervision, teachers and their qualifications and finally the
shortcomings of the system and recommendation for improvement.

METHODS :

To be highly objective in his findings, the
writer felt it is necessary not only to read the published and
unpublished material on education in UNRWA Schools, but to visit
schools, interview principals and teachers and oberve classrooms
in operation. He also conferred with the UNESCO/UNRWA Specialists
and discussed with them how the system was functioning and in what
ways they felt the system should be improved and how the improvement
could be carried about.

FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS:

On the whole, for a system which has been
functioning for only twenty years, and with limited financial
resources, we can, in all truth, say that it is an advanced system.
The writer was able to arrive to the above-mentioned conclusion
from the following points:-

1. The ratio of boys to girls in UNRVA Schools
is nearly 1:1 in the primary grades and this we cen say is not found
in most of the Arab countries.
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