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-INTRODUCTIONa

_Aln-Baal 1s a village to the South-East of Belt-Eddine,

and about 7 kilometers from, ) J 'Y o

It 1s well known for 1ts ‘iz-eek and Roman antiquities
and intermittent fountains and brooks,

It 1s owned by the Abd-Ul-Baki since the Fatlmy Perlod.

Considering that the construction of a palace will be
a good and firm step in the restoration of the family glory, I
have taken in charge the design,

Due to Prof, Yeramian!s suggestions I have chosen an
oriental design type, so that Glasslcism and orientalism will

cooperate hand in hand in the beauty of the place,
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~-HISTORY OP PALACES -

All through the ages, great personages and dignltaries
have distinguished their residence by & certaln luxuriznce and
somptuougﬁfss from those of the common people, These bulldings
are éalled palaces, name which comes from the Palatium, the Pala--
tine Hill at Rome, which term was extended to the imperial re=-
gidence during the l1life of Augustus,

In France Palails or palace 1s a sgtately bullding; used
in two general senses:

a) A palace, thatis, the official residence of a so-
verelign, or the usual and most important residence of a prince
of the blood or other great lords,

b) A bullding for the public service, especlally when
of size and architectural importence,

In Paris, on the south bank of the Seine, the Palails
Bourbon, built by Birardini, bégun in 1723 as a private Hotel,
It was greatly Jlenlsrged at a later time and was used later on
as the "Chambre des députés®™, The Palals de Justice of Paris
conslsts of a great mass of buildings of many dates, 1t 1s one
of the most successful pleces of modern architecture in Furope
and contains some important monuments,

In Italian cities, the Palazzo 18 a large seperated
resldence of exceptional megnificence and extent, The cltles of
Itely are adorned by so many noble bulldings, private Palazzl
of the thirteenth and following centuriee,/}hat it is impracti-
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ticable to give the names even of those most important or most
celebrated; more over, it 1s rare to speak of a Palazzo by 1ts
name without also naming the city in which 1t stands, as the
palazzi Farnese loccupled at present by the School of Archi-
tecture & archeology);of the Conservators (bullt by Michel-
angelo & his succeésors); of the Senator, Barberini, Borghese,
Chigl, Torlonlia, Raspiglioni at Rome;

The Palazzl contarini, Fasan Doria, of Ambassadors,at
Venice, and the Palazzi Corsini, Patti, Riccardi, Capponl at
Florence,

But the history of palaces 1s so bound to the history
of houses that it is unavoldable to go through for a clear un-
derstanding of the evolution of palaces from the most remote

ages to the present days,

PREHISTORIC DWELLINGS

The shelters of prehistoric man certainly varied widely
according to climate and available materials, It 1s obvious that
Stone Age man,at least in the temporateg climates dwelt frequen-
tly in natural caves, and even at this early time, made distinct
attempts to decorate his residence as the cave palntings along
the Garonne in France, and somé in Northern Spain prove, There
are evidences, also, that forest dwelling tribes and those in
troplcal countries early developed some sort of hut construction,
probably by planting sticks in the ground in a circle, binding
thelr tops together to form a cone, or in parallel lines to form
a gsort of a tunnel (a8 in Mesopotamia where palms are abundant

and flexible) , and covering the framework with thatch or leaves,

S



Such primitive constructions are still used 1ln many
parts of the world, as in Central Africa, The Wigwamn type,
or Chippewa houses, common to many Amerlcan Indlan tribes
in which the covering 1s of skins rather than brusin or lea-
ves, or the dome shaped huts of the Indians of Tierra del Fuego,
st11l preserve the same forms, The tent remains the dwelling
of a big number of pastoral populationy in the hot and desert
regions of the Near East many tribes take shelter under a sin-
gle roof tent supported at the angles by postsa,

At some ancient time, the primitive cave dweller dis—
covered that his cave could be enlarged and strenghfhed by cons-
trueting in front of it a wall of piled rock, and roofing the
space between the cave and the wall wilth logs and skins, Growing
skill in this typé of construction led to the development of such
elaborate cave dwellings as those found on certain river banks
in the south-west of the U.3.A. whose date 1n unknown, but which
are obviously far earlier than the Pueblo Culture, Violett-Le-
Duc (Histoire de l'habitation humaine I875) hypothecated siml-
1ar combinations of cave and masonry fdwellings as one of the
Universal primitive forms of Aryans houses, Thus the hut 1is the
parent form of all timber houses, and the cave dwelling of those ¢
of masonry, Most of these houses were of Jane room, but with the
develoﬁ#ment of a more complet*éivilization, sub-division became
necessary, and the plan was articulated., Many remalns of floors
and foundétions of such groups of round huts, probably of straw
in seme case and of unbasked brick in others, dating from the
Neolithic Age have been found through the Aegean World, Later

elliptical forms with sub-dividing partitions appeared like
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Yike that at Chamaizi in Orete of about 23000 B.C.

Another form of development characterizes late Stone

and Bronze Aged villages of northern and central Europe, the so-

called lake dwelling in which many rectangular houses, some of
two or more rooms, wiere bullt upon a plle supported platform
over a lake, Modern example of preclisely similar types occurs
along many of the rivers in Slam, Cambodla, and the Neighbouring
Countries,

In Furopean lake dwellings, not only does primitive
frame construction - a development of the hut type-appear, but
also the use of crossed logs overlapping at the corners - The

typiecal log cabin construction,

EGYPT AND THi CLASSICAL ORIENT

In the much more civilized culture in the vicinity of
the Aegean, two types of house plan made thelr appearance, the
first is the block house with all of the rooms under one roof
and in a compect block; the second is the house with or without
a colonnade or open corridor,

7 Egyptian models of houses dating back to the early
Empire show both types, but in Egypt the court type appears most
frequently as a garden or stable yard enclosed by walls on two
or more sides;awith the house proper forming an L-Shaped was on
the other two gide%. Outside stairs to a flgat roof are frequen—

tly shown in these'models, and 1t 1s probable that houses of two
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or more sboreys were common in the cities,

The Egyptian palaces, that the kings had erected in
hurry at the spot selected for thelr resldence were of light
construction, and éé;appeared with them,

We are better informed about the dwellings of the
aristocraty made with baked brick and which are often shown in
many tomb pmintings of the Middle and the New Empire perlods,

In these "Soul Houses" as they were called, were found a ecentral

residential block, with or without a colonnaded peristyle court,

surrounded by a formal garden, containing a ppol and around whose
enclosing walls are bullt the stables and store houses,

There 18 much use of large windows, columns awnings and
a great luxurlance of decoration,

In the Aegean culture, both court houses and those in
a single block are found, The great palaces Knosses and Phaistos
(both ¢,8000 - 1500 B,C,), like the more highly developed and archl-
teetural palace at Tiryns (¢,I300 B,C,) all have a court as thelr
most important feature,

Moreover, many paintingé end terracotta placques show
Cretan houses as cublcle blocks, often in 3 storeys, with flat
rocfs end many windows,

The early Mesopotamian, which remeined falrly constant
in form over at least 3000 years and probably more, throughout

the Chaldean and Assyrian periods, was of three types,
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The first, represented frequently in Assyrlan bas-rellefs,
31g a development of the conical lut, constructed, apperently in
unburned bricﬁfﬂbonaiste of a tall, narrow dome form, sometimes
get on a small square base,

The second,also known from the rellefs was probably the
country residence of the well=to-do, and 1s shown as a rectangular
building or group of buildings with flat roofs buttlemented para=-
pets, arched doorways, and many long low windows close to the roof,
subdlivided by colonnettes,

The third type, the city house, consisted of an assembla=-
ge of long narrow rooms, with walls of immense thickness arranged
around one ore more courts, Some of these rooms may have been bar-
rel veulted in brick, and the Architectural decoration was of the
simplest,

Flat roofs were universal through out, this period, and
la rge chambers were supported by rows of columns,

Most 6f the palaces were bullt after victoriocus wars to
commemorate the memory of victories,

Classigal :

In both classic Greeoé and Rome, the court type of
residence, that had appeared in Assyria, was brought to its highest
point of development,

GREECE

‘Extensive remains of Greek Houses have been investigated
especlally at the Peiraeus, Priene and Delos, In almost all of the-

se, the house consisted of a group¢ of rooms around a central
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colonnaded court or peristyle,

In some there 1s indileation of the existence of an
upper storey, In the larger houses there was frequently a gal=-
lery accrossg the front,

There are only few evidences of the division between
the "andron" and the "gynaeceum!! the men's and women's quarters;
elther the women's apartments were on the second floor, or el-
se the division was only architecturally expressed in the lar-
gest houses through the existence of two or more courts, The
most 1mportant position, at the end of the court opposite the
entrance, was reserved for the reception room and the chlef bed
roomj or the "thalamos", the officlal centre of the house life,

The remalins of a large house of late Greek date exist
at Palatitza in Macedonla, Here, not only were there multiple
courts, but also long wings, or ranges of rooms, with colonnades
along the front,

Likewlse the Homerlc palace 1s deseribed having the
court at the front, then the "adron" and the "gynaeceum", and
at the end opposite the entrance the "thalamos",

ROME

In the Roman house the court 1idea was super lmposed
upon an earlier tradition of a single room dwellingwith a hole
in the center of the roof for light and ventillation, and health
purposes - the primitive atrium - which was containiﬂé_the statues

of gods and the master's bed, 5 & #
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In the historie period, the atrium had already become
primarily a court with the living rooms around it, and the exca-
vations at Pompeli have proved that the second century before
Cchrist at least, in Southern Italy, the typlcal Roman house compri-
ged a colonnaded court as well, In the imperial period, the atrium
with its surrounding rooms was reserved for business and offielal
functions, Family 11fe was centred in the peristyle, around which
the various private appartments were opening.

Variant types of Roman houses were the great céuntry
house or villa which was a type of pleasure residence, so well
described in the famous letters of Pliny The Younger concerning
his villas at Tusculum & Laurentium, of which many restorations
have been brought together by H., Tanzer (the Villas of Pliny the
Younger, I937), Remalns of such bulldings are found frequently
throughout the Roman empire, The dwelling quarters consisting
of a number of low builldings, provided both a variety of recrea-
tions for the owners and lodgings for great staffsg of servants
and slaves,

The farm-house type or villa rustica had 1ts barns,

01l and wine presses, storage rooms, orchards, vineyards, while
the type used as a pleasure retreat (villa urbana) had gardens
1laid out upon rigidly formal lines and adorned with fountalns

and handsome sculptures,
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The vast provincial farm establishment in N, Afrilea,
that of the Laberii at Uthina shows palatisl central reésiden-
ce with many wings to take advantage of the view and preval-
1ing winds and seperate small buildings for the farm,

The luxurious villa of Emperor Hedrian, near Tivolil,
of which extensive ruilns remain, is sald to have covered mo-
re than seven square miles. Many noble works of arts were
exhumed upon its slte,

BYZANTINE EMPIRE.

r

Aside some palaces which were conserving the Roman
plan; the byzantine house, from the beginning, emerges from _
the oriental type, and reminds the dwellings of the V¢ and VI.
centuries encountered in northern Syria (Sard)illa, Refada, i.
Delr Sambil), They are of 3 or 3 storeys whose fagade decora- _ 

ted with porticos and balconies communicates with a pretty

AN

wide court. In the ground floor is found a big reception hall,

~.,,__.u-=l""’

end the men appartments, the lst floor, with itsfgéiggggﬁvand g
logglas 1s reserved for women and children, i ;
The manuscripts and miniatures of the XI and XII
centuries, the rare residences which remain from this period
(Tekfun Sersil at Constentinople, The Palace of Maluilc),show
fagades where the comblnation of white stone, red brick and¢
colered marble give an elegant polychromic decoration, The

bullding is sometimes crowned with a pitched roof and some-

times, 1s covered with a dome or simply with a flat roof,
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The floor is covered with white marble or red tiies., The
walls are sheathed with mosalces and paintings,
MEDIWVAL :

In.the early Middle Age, the 1ife and property in -
securlty, and the growth of towns and villages modified the
conditions of architecture and produced a new development of
house planning. The dwellings of great land lords became cast-
les and manors which were fortifled rectangular, masonry wal-
led builldings, frequently with battlements, and surrounded by
a moat, Thils central building was 1tself surrounded by barns,
stables and other farm buildings , and the whole group enclo-
ged by a wall surrounded by a moat, Ruined examples of this
type have been studied carefully in France as Castera of St-
Medard En Jalle, near Bordeaux (1lst half of 13th century),
Camarsac on the banks of the Gironde (early l4th eentury),

All these -are noteworthy in that they show a definite attempt
to produce, however crudely, carefully thought out living quar-
ters 1n which the 1dea of comfort plays an important part,One
or more great halls was a necessary feature, furnishing the
controlling element in the planning of castles from the 1l4th
century on, As 1life became more settled and the need of defen-—
ce less, the single rectangular block became lnadequate and
various schemes were adopted, In France the manor house of
Xalntrailles near Nerac 1s a good example of the early 1l5th

century,
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Country house, on the other hand remained almost
stagnant; as far as is known, the serfs' dwelling were mere
huts with iow walls, perhaps of masonry, or banked with earth
and sods, and the roughest kind of thatched roofs.

This type persisted into the 19th century in the huts
of transient workers llke charcoal burners or bark peelers
in England, and the sod house or dug-out of the Western plains
of America,

By the 13th century this condition was beglnning
to change, at Least in France, and the hut was replaced by
stone farmhouses and cottages, often dlvided into two or more
roome with chimneys, fire-places and roofs sometimes of slate
and sometimes of thatch,

The further feudallsm retreated the more the country
house developed, and by the late Gothic period, all over North
Europe, the wealthler peasants lived in highly developed farms,
usually taking the form of a rectangular enclosure, entered
by a gateway and bordered by barns, storage sheds and the hou-
se proper which was often in two storeys and well finished
with windows and chimneys. In France such bulldings usually
were of stone, but in Switzerland, Germany and Scandinavia,
where wood was the common materisl, elither in half timber,

or in "log cabin® or chalet construction,
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In towng, the walls offeying a limited space forced
an early development of compact planning 1in several storeys,
Existing houses of the 13th century 1n Cluny show the égheme.
Each floor is divided into two rooms separeted by a light court
and connected by a gallery.On the first-floor was a shop with
the kitchen behind, and stairs leading directly to the living
quarters above., On the next floor was the main living rooms,
with sleeping quarters behind;and above thls, attics, under
the roof, Usually there was a well in the courtyard and tollet
‘accomodations are frequently found,

In general standard of comfort, these houses of the
123th and 13 th centurles compare weil with any bullt during
the next 500 years, and 1t is noteworthy that the development
durlng the lsth)ané l4th)and 15th centurles was merely one of
increased size and greater elaboration of the fagade, Examples
of such houses with masonry fronts exist in France in many of
the fortified towns of Gascony, such as the Bastide at Mont
Pazler, and at Amlens, St.Antonin, Avalon, Provins; and in
England at Lincoln, the rectory at West Dean in Sussex and el-
gewhere,

Especially noteworthy are the Muslclans' House at
Rheims (€¢.1340), famous for its niched statues of muslicians
and the simple elegance of the treatment throughout, with tall

mullioned windows and an arcaded corniee,
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In Italy where clties were more highly developed, town
houses were even further advanced, and 1t was during this pe-
riod that the typical north Itslian city palace, built around
an arcaded court with enormously high storeys, and many small
coupled windows and frequently with a projecting battlemented
parapet, took form, The special conditions of Venice produced
there a more open type of design with a great use of long ran-
ges of windows under gothic tracery, rich projecting balconies
and walls sheathed 1n coloured marbles, These, like the French
houses, were often long and narrow in plan, but one or two rooms
deep, with a court at the back, In all Itallsn examples, and in
most of those in France, the main living floor was reserved for
shbps and service rooms,

In North Europe, in the 1l4th and 15th century, more
and more houses, both city and country, were being built of
half timbe;, 80 that although stone or brick seemed to predo-
minate in the 13th century town,it was half timber which pre-
dominated in the 15 th century town as may be_é%n to this day
in portions of Rouen, Beauvals, Strasbourg, Hizaeshelm and
Chester.The same period, moreover, saw the origin of the great
burgherr or wealthy free peasant®s house, and the development
of types for the nobility which were no longer mere castles
or chéteaux, but palaces primarily designed for comfort,

Of the important town houses, two still exist in per-—

fect preservation, that now used as the Cluny museum at Paris
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(1485-1490) and the house of Jacque-Coeur at Bourges (1450),
In both of these there 1s to be observed a growlng subdivision
of area to give greater privacy and to seperate the various
functions of eating, sleeping and the soclal 1ife, The plan-
ning is still, however, embryonic; with;go grass-of corridor

)
circulation E_The game subdivision and the same struggle for

—_—

convenience and privacy characterizes the entire history of
the (English) house from 1400 to 1700. At first, merely a
great hall, with service rooms at one end and private rooms

at the other, the house rapldly developed into a plan which

in gll respects is modern, with parlours, dining rooms, slee-
ping rooms etec.,, all carefully differentiated.,The lavishness
of interior finish by means of plaster and wood panelling 1s

a note worthy feature, The beautiful manor of Campton Winyates
(1580) (England) shows the type with the compilexlty and growing
symmetry of the plan as well as the introduction of Renalssan-—
ce ldeas,

RuNALS5ANCE

The Renaissance house throughout Europe was a com-
promise between two €onflicting influences:
I°) The traditional development of convenlent plan ideas
and  3°) and the desire for olassic symmetry,
In Italy, where the medieval large house had always
been designed on monumental lines, the confllet was not strong,

but in North Europe late Gothlec plans were definetely assymme-
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trical, and the conflict was bound to lead to compromise, The
best compromise was that achlieved by the English during the
late 17th and 18th centuries under the influence of Indgo Jones
and his followers., In France, through the craze for Classicism
and the influence of the court, convenlence markedly suffered,
so that there the average large 14th and 15th century house
had infinitely more real comfort than that 6f the 17th or 1l8th
century, there was however, a corresponding gain in elegance,
and individual /stalrcases, rooms etc.,,reached a standard an
excellence of design, charm of detall, and beauty of execution
which has seldom been equalied, There was also an enormous in-
genuity in planning, a growing elimination of waste space and
a remarkeble integration of interior arrangement and extericr
effect,

Oon the other hand, as the need of defense began to
disappear, Castles, manors houses, and chateaux have been trans-
formed into palaces and large country houses, following in every
country the architectural ideals of its period, style and loca-
tion.

Thus, in France, the Renalssance tendency towards
early classic compesition led to the gradusl substitution of
the rectangular block form, castles, by more lnformal %ypes,
Such a Chateau as Azay-Le-Rideau (early 18th century) 1s cha-

racteristic of the transition,In Englsnd the more informal ideals



of the Elizabethan and Jacobean perlods controlled 16th

and 17th century manor house detail, The most usual plan has

a hall in the center with living quarters at one end and ser-
vice rooms &t the other, Later, as the desire for formality
ineressed and the need for the hall diminished, more symmeteical
block treatment became common,The greater number of these large
houses were bullt between the street and a large garden with an
impressive galeway leading to a courtyard and the house rooms
beyond,

At that period the rooms began to take a definitedes-
tination: The tollet room, the salon, the dress room, etec.,. ,
made thelr appearance,

The Hotel d'amelot, in Paris, by Boffrand and the
Hotel Lambert, Paris, by Levau (1640) the Okwell manor in Berk-
shire and the great Ghalfield manor in Wiltshire are typical,
The finest of the 1nterior/outslde the royal palaces, are those
of the Hotel Soubise (early 18th century)and the Hotel de Sevi-
gné (¢,1860) both in Paris,

Likewise, the classi@ villas, rediscovered along with
the rest of the Roman past, furnished the Renalssance nobles
with patterns for pleasure estates of their own, Many of these,
especilally in the neighbourhood of Rome, had hillside locations
which called forth the fullest ingenulty of the garden deslgners

and brought into being an art never since surpassed, Their unified
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and splendidly pictorial compositions perfectly blended the
formal qualities of the house, the lncldental garden architee-
ture and the fountains with the variable and irregular elements
of nature, Numbers of fine villas remain from all periods of
the Italian Renalssance, those of the Baroque deslgners dis-
playing the most fanciful quality in their rich varlety of
garden frivolities - grotesque sculptures, grottoes lined with
rock and shell decorations, fantastic water dlsplays, and inge-
nious transitinn between the different levels, Isola Bella
(1634~I7I4) on lake Magglore 1s a striklng example,

MOHAMMEDAN PrR1OD

In the Mohammedan world eccleslastical and aristocra=-
tic bulldings, such as mosques, mausoleums, palaces and castles
greatly predomlnate, Middle class architecture is known only
from a few excavations. The mosque (masjid) is the most origl-
nal creation of the Mohammedan genius and the most commonly
encountered, The tendencies in the development of the mosque
appear in every detall in secular architecture,

0f thePaiaces of the Caliphs at Damascus, Baghdad
and Calro, as of many others bullt in later times, we know only
from descriptions,We are, however, acquainted with several of
the country houses (badiya) of the "Ommayads"in the desert to
the east of the Dead Sea, including Qusair Amra with 1ts vaulted

baths adorned with frescoes 1n the later antlque style, Another
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0ld Persian type (hira) is to be found at Mshatta, 1n the same
reglon and in Ukhaidir, and the Abbasid residence at Samarra

in Mesopotamia,They are rectangular castles, from whose entrance
one proceeds through a number of anterooms to the hall of au-
diences, Next come the princes! appartments and the harem; be-
hind is a garden and perhaps soldlers' quarters on both sldesgi

With the downfall of the Abbaslids, cities gradually
assumed a type which, with its castles and its narrow irregular
stfeets, resembled mediaevel European towns,

Fine example of such fortresses in a style closely
akin to the European 1s to be seen in the Castle of Aleppo, The
Alhambra, in Spain, is another such; the rooms of the castles
are grouped in an irregular but very intimate style around ocourts
and gardens, but-as in the Alcazar at Seville and in Maroccan
palaces - are clearly divided into reception rooms, harem afd
Mashwar (Offices), The decoration is extraordinarily rich and
luxurious, The plan of dividing the palace up into a system of
courts and pavilions surrounded by gardens, as in the Safawid
Castles - at Ispahan, and the 0ld Saral at Istambul, was intro-
duced from Perslia; the living rooms small and adorned with fres-
coes (often erotic) and tiling, were grouped around one or more
centrsl iwans, In Indla, at Delhi, Agra, Lehore and Gwallor,
separate pavilions were bullt on the castle walls, with a view

over the valley and the cool river on one side, and over amcaded
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gardens on the other, From these private apartments access
was galned through a small door to an open hall with a gal-
lery, on which the ruler gave public audlence; this Hall
(d1lwan-gl-lamm) which was set apart for the grandees, was
surrounded by a court yard where minor reviews were held and
to which the common folk were admitted, It was reached from
the gate on the tomn side by a passage flanked by offices
leading to an outer court with soldier's quarters and a gate
way with a bandstand (Naggara Khana),

Private houses are of extraordinarily varled types,
but in all cases the living-rooms and reception rooms are se-
perate from the women's apartments,

The houses (of rich men and lords) are generally
two or three storeys high, The doors are often very tastefully
ornamented; but there the external decoration generally ends,
for the windows on the ground floor are generally but small
rectangular apertures closed with lattlce work (called Meshre-
biyas) and set high above the reach of curlous eyes, and even
those on the upper stories are commonly small and plaln,

The door generally opens flat against the side wall
of the passage inside, and 1s confronted by the Mastaba or
stone seat (sometimes replaced by dlkka or chalr of lattice
work) on which the door keeper (bawwab) sits, Thence a passage
which makes one or two sharp bends with the intentlon of fol-
ling any attempt o6f inquisitive eyes to see into the interior

through the door when 1t happens to be open, leads into a square
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court unpaved, and opeh o the sky, in which 1s a tree shading
the well or fountain, The four sldes are lofty and are compo-
sed of the rooms of the house, with their beautiful Meshrebiyas
or if only three sides are thus occupied, the fourth consists
of a plaln partition wall, dividing the house from 1ts next
door neighbour, and plerced by no aperture, The South side of
the court is that on which the chief rooms of the mansion are
built, for here the cool northern breezes can best be enjoyed.
The rooms most accessible from the court on the ground floor
are those which belong to the men of the household, and inclu-
de the offices, stables, storerooms, and men-servants rooms,
besides the reception-rooms of the master for his male guests,
These last, in the best houses are three: the Mandara, the
Makaad and the Takhtabosh, The two Last are chieflyt for summer
use, the first is the general men's salon,

The Taktabosh is nothing more than a recess in the
corner of the court, supported by a single column, paved with
marble and furnished with divans,

The Makaad is an oPen gallery, raised some eight or
ten feet above the ground on the south or cool side of the
court, into which it looks through three of foor arches, open
to the northern breeze,

The Mandara, 1s arranged 1n two-levels, A paved walk

or floor, leading from the door, and ornamented with coloured
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marbles, 1s called the durkaa, and 1ts use 1s %o recelve the
visitor's shoes before he steps up to the carpeted portion
of the room,

The Durkaa has often a fountaln in the center, in
the midst of a tesselated marble border, On one side of thils
narrow pathway 1s the room proper, to which the Durkaa supplies
the place of a vestibule.There is no partition between the two,
but the room 1s raised a step higher,The general plan'of a pe=
ception room 1s thus to consist in a low pavement and a dals,

The dais, which is not a mere recess, but a spaclious
room, 1s furnished with divans running round the sides, ralsed
from the floor by low stone slabs or wooden frames, Above the
divan is a dado of mosales, coloured marbles or tiles, broken
only by the cupboards with l1ittle open arcades, filled with
porcelaln and earthenware vessels, by recesses, containing cu-
shions for reclining, and at the end by the Meshreblya over
which is often a row of stailned glass windows,

The ceiling 1s constructed of beams restling on cor-
bels or cornices all of which are painted and gllt in arabes-
que designs, while the spaces between the beams ere coffered
in 1ittle compartments, each decorated with tasteful arsbesque
and floral designs,

A small and carefully closed door conducts to the

harem, or women's apartments, which are on the upper floors,
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or in large houses, occupy & separate court to themselves.

Oof the harim rooms the chief 1s the great Kaa or re-
ception=-reom, This resembles the Mandara 1n its decoration but
has & liwan or dais on each side of the durkaa instead of only
on one side, and thus forms a double room,

There are also some smaller sitting-rooms and bed rooms
and often a small sitting-room on the topstory.

The arrangement of the room 1s incapable of generall-
satlon; they are bullt on every veriety of plan,

The houses above described are those of ordinary gentle-
men, but in the great periods of Fatimy and Mamluk 1in Egypt
- to judge from contemporary records and the scanty remsins
that have come down to us - the palaces of the‘chief lords were
much more splendid,

It 1s note worthy from the alr conditioniing point of
view to outline the processes used:

In the West, where water 1s plentiful the halls are
containing springs or pools,

In dry Mesopotamia and Persia, there are subterraneen
summer apertments with air shafts like conning-towers,

In India, quarters are transferred to lofty terraees

exposed to the wind and surrounded by small ponds,

since tetonic arrangment in archlitecture was confilned
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o/
to the broasd lines, a wide fleld was presented for ornement,

In the Ommaysd period preference was glven to the
glittering glass mosalc and deep-shadowed plerced stone fi-
ligree-work, both common 1n Byzentium, With the victory of the
sun-dried brick under the Abbaslids, these were supersgeded
by stucco facing sometimes moulded in the flat and in wondefful
inscriptions in florel Qufic from Persila, all originally riche
ly painted,

Later in the Turkish and Mongolian periods stucco
gave way to the cheaper substitute for the more costly mosalc,
in frestone or brick, but most often in falence tiling, The
less important parts of the rough core of the wall, often quilte
carelessly put together, were overlald with a particoloured
mosalc of glazed bricks of varied shapes, meking all kinds of
twined patterns and formalized Cuflc words eng_}esggy repeated;
while the major portlons were covered with mosaicse of tiles

cut skillfully to the exact shapes of the prevalent patterns

in harmonious colour-schemes, particularly blue, or 1in com-
bination of falence ornament on a stucco ground (in relief)
or frfzes of inscriptions in incised stucco 1in the intervals
of falence mosailc,

With the decay of ornament after the 16th century
this type of mosalc was generally supplanted by square falence

tiles with the decoration simply painted on them, Apart from
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one or two magnificent portions of buildings, Syrla, Egypt and
the west were content with coloured stucco-work and mosalcs
of parti-coloured stone plaques, generally white and red or

white and black,

MOD&RN

The Industriael revolution produced a synchronous
revolution in house design all over the world, esﬁecially in
towns and cltiles,

With the introduction of heating, lighting and plum-—
bing systems, the modern house was born apd an involved new
process of evolution commenced since ldeals and aims have been
“totally different.

The intervenlng years have seen a curious condition
resulting from the eagerness every where to embody within the
house a maximum of mechanical efficiency combined with a re-
luctance to abandon the past traditions of planning and of
architectural form,

In the design of these houses, waste spaces have been
reduced and the problem of furnlishing adequate communicstion
and at the same time preserving privacy, has been to a great
extent solved, Moreover the service arrangements have been
simplified and perfected as that every possible waste of time

may be avolded in serving meals or caring for the reslidence,
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More and more as mechanical alds to comfort have been
perfected by engineers and manufacturers, the modern dwelling
has become in 1tself a closely Integrated mechanlsm, utterly
dependent upon 1ts varlous heating, plumbing and ventllating
contrivances and the supply of power for thelr proper func-

tioning,

The present tendencyg seems to be almost universally
towards the most radicsl and modernistic treatement with cublcie
directness and simplicity replacing any search for a more eso-
teric or sentimental beauty,

This abandonment of all sentiments for past styles
and traditionnal methods and materials; and the glving of an
uncompromisingly frank expression to the technieal aspects and
modern planning of the structure, are directing towards ‘func-

e.
tionalism"whlch 18 the world tendancy,.
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SPLCIFICATION LIST FOR TH& PALACL,
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ReCuPTION QUARTER -

Salons

Salon for ladies

Entrance Hall or Vestlbule
Hall

Drawing room

Dining room

Smoking room

Buffet

Tollets rooms for guests

Coat room

H H v H H H H +H H #+H O

Open air danclng terrace,

OFFICE QUARTER :

I oOffice for the lord

Offices for Manager and secretaries
Toilet room

Lockers room or cupboards in walls

Walting hall

H H H H O

0ffice boy and Telephon'central room
L
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I, Library and archilves,

SLRVICK QUARTER

Kitchen

Pantry

pantry for washing dlshes,

Cuttlery

Linen room

Break fast room

Lift for food to receptlon quarter

Ironing room

Sewing room

Laundry room

Central heating system installation room

H H H H H H H L H H - ]
.

W.C. or Lavatory.

SLEmPING QUARTERS

~a/ OWNER'S QUART:R -

I. Bed room for the lord with a western bath room
I, Bed room for the lady with " " n n

I, Dress room for the lady



- 40 =

Bed-rooms with speclal bath rooms
Bed room with western bath room
Morning room

Muslc room

Familial hall or reading roomn,
Linen room

Sewing and ironing room

Gymnasium,

-b) NURSLNG QUARTXR :

—
1e

I.

4

Nurse room with a speclal bath room

Nursery

. Cupboards in wall for toys

-c) GUSTS' QUART:R

4,
Be
Se
1.
I.
3.
I.
I.

Special bed rooms with special bath rooms
Speclal salons for speclal guests

Men dormitorles for common people

w.C. room )

for men

Bath room )

women dormitories for common people
W.C. room )

( for women
bath room )
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I. Hall between men and women guest quarters

THe COWNERS QUARTLR, NURSLNG AND GUmSTS QUARTERS LrAD TO ¢

I. Living Hall

I, Green room or loggia,

DOMEST 1C QUARTER

a) Servants,

I, Butler's room
1, Dormlitory

I. Lavatory

I.Salon,

b) Women servants:

1, Head Servant room
1, Dormitory

1, Lavatory

1, Salon,

c)

1.,Dining room for service personal,



STORE ROOM QUARTER :

I
by,
C.
d.
€,
f.

e

Store for wood
Store for coal
Cool stores for frults, vegetables and farm products..
Store for oil

Store for wine

Store for cereals

Store for fuel

Room for Electricity generator,

gtores and caves as much as the nature of the
ground will allow,

GUARD'S AND GARDENER's QUART RS :

A small dwelling for the guardian and the gardener, neer

the main gate, Each composed of ¢

GARDALN

[

1,
1,
1.

Bed room
Hall

Lavatory.

a,Klosks

b,Pergolas

c¢.Banks and seets

d.Special room for winter flowers,

e,Store for tools,
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TRANSPORT QUARTHR

1 - Garage for 8 cars

1 -~ Repalrs shop,

FARM QUART:R

Stable for 14 horses

-~ S8table for 32 cows and oxen

- Stable for 100 sheep

Poulty yard
Horse boxes

- Loose boxes

- Harness room

- Carriages room

Manure store

H H H H G | o B S S o
1

- Dairy.

Lo g - el T e S P
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REFINEWURNT IN 1He DwSIGN,

- Il e e e e e 2 em

" In art, precept i1s subservient; practice 1s supreme.
The idea which may be hidden in a picture 1s of 1little moment
1t 1s the design, fully accomplished, which 1s prized, Its ins-
piration may become a light to shine before men, but 1t attains
its paramount value only when realized," (1)

From the previous study, the difficulty in the design
of an oriental residence to sult modern 1life and tendences pro-

ce eding from the interlor to the exterior 1s clearly outlined,

But the changing soclial conditions and advances 1in
technological contributions, have given the problem flexibility,
So slender 1solated supports have released bulldings from the
limitations of masonry construction to thick walls and regulsrly
spaced plers, New plastics and glass have given us new conceptions
of the extent of space while the ability to heat and light our
interlors more efficlentiy has imparted a dlfferent quality to
the shelter in which we work)pla?)and rest,

When examining the designs, 1t comes out easlly that
the Aesthetlc design works hand in hand to the end with the prac-

tical design, and out of this collaboration has grown the palsce

which has not only an appearance which 1s pleasantly related to

(1) Moorish remain 1in spaln - Albert Galvert - I905.~-
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an orderly arrangment of elements and combination of function
and structure,

This is secured by Intultive and coﬁ%ioﬁs reasonning;
thus the rectangular and circular shapes creates a diversity,
The arches are in pleasing contrast to the rectangular opﬁnings;
while the variety in the line direction has glven life %o the
whole,

On the other hand, the varylng slzes of the openlngs
has broken monotpny, while the surface treatment and the ban-
ding of white and black stone sheath the building with a sene=
timental vivacity,

The rhythmic repartition of masses and motifs reflects
a sparkling harmonious movement,There 18 a movement of the
theme as 1t travels accross the fagade of the palace. The eye
pausing there to look at this detall and then going on to the
next, attracted by the texture, shape and contour of the fscgade,
The archltectural afrangment of the parts which are brought
into such a proper relation to each other suggests unity gai-
1y accentuated by the presence of the central vertical massing.

The whole is contributing to express the character of

the building, that of an orilental palatlial residence,

P e 1 P L = i
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