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The Christizn religion had its birth in a time iniwhich the ethical

éystem,on which the Roman dominion was built up,was'decayiné and had no
more ;ontrol ch men's minds., "The old religions were déad,and the prin-
ciples woon which human society had been constructed were dend also."
The action of the new relidior was from the very beginning unusual. It

evoked, "to a dedree before unexamcled in the world,an enthusiastic de-
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votion to its corvorate welfare,ansclosous to that which the patriot bears

~

to his country." “1t set to build up a new order on the ruins of the cld

t exhibited 2 phose fltosether new in
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instituvtions., Under persecutic:

1

the world: that of the deep and pure oifecticn which bound the believers

todether,an affection before which barriers of class,notiorality,and

race went dowrn.

o
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e must not Fail to notice that ihe new {orcz was in no wWay t
product of reason; noy more,the intellectunl closses were either hostile,
or contemptucus to it. "That the drectest relicious chende in the his-

tory of mankind should hsvs taken

salary of philozcohers ornd pigiorians whe were cravouandly concious of
; P

the decomposition around thewm; that nll these writers should have uiterly

failed to predict the issue of the movement thevy were chserving,and thot

during the space of three c¢zrturies,they should have treated os simply
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ible,an adency which all men must now admit to have been, for ]

‘contemp

ggb;d or..-for evil,the most powerful moral ‘lever that ‘has -ever been app-
_;Jéiéd to the affairs of.menfaralfacts well worthy of meditation in every
T;ﬁ;iiﬁd of religious transition.®
py~Q:?rom the very'outset the Christian relidion possessed characteristiecs ;
which rendered it an evolutionary force of the first magnitude, and made
; it the actual vital centre of the progress of organic development whieh
is unfolding jtself in the new civilisation. The first one is "the extra-
ordinary strensth of the ultra rational sanction it provided," and the
gecond is the "nature of the ethical system associated with it,"
¥hen the lawyer agsked Christ about the great commandment in the law

he answered, "Thou shalt lome the Lord thy God with all thy heari, and :

with all toy soul,and with all thy mind-----and the second is like unto

it,thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments é
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bang all the law and the prophets.” Whai is worthy of notice is tne

exaltation of man's obligations to love his neighbor,and the faet that :
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it is placed on the same level with his obligations to love the Creator. é

Asain,with reference to the last judsement,Christ taught that the

i g e

performance or non-oerformance of social duties separates the doozed
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from the blessed: in as much as they have ministered unto the needy and i
; helped those in trouble. The Gospel,which is Love,is divided into two {

parts, Theology and Sociology. Its ethical system centres in the alfruis- |
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tie idea. Tne affection that the members bear to each other,the spirit
of tolerance for weakress and inequality,the tendency to break down ?
d barriers of every kind,and the feeling of actual brotherhood,are the

! 'ché}f features of the early Christian societies. This is what led Lecky
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13 ?' ﬁi;gﬁe‘ﬁdmﬁn popﬁ}ation with distrust and hatred to the new religion. They

'f?recogniSed in it a force fundamentally antadgonistic to the force which
héld gsociety ﬁogether,and accused the Christians of 'undermining the re-
‘ligious constitution of the empire.' They resarded them asapublic dan-
ger,and treategd them accordindgly. Here we notice that it was this sams

ideal, vhich differentiated Charistianity from all other faiths, and was a
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powerful cause of its spread and influence,that was regarded as a danger
to the universal social order of the ancient world, and caused the new
¢ religion to receive a harsh treatment at the hands of the Roman state.

The most oubtstanding features of our times ore tne development of
the altruistic ideal shown in the dérowih of benevolent institutions,the
appeals made to the world in case of injury,outrage,or wrong,and the ex-
tinetion of slavery. Eenjamin Kidd goes further and says that the "causes
4 of the Revclution atiributed to the decay,misrule,and corrupticn of the
rulind class should be regarded by histcry as incidental. Its calmer

: verdict must be thot it was in the hearts of these classes and not in the

oo B

streets that the cause of the peonle wos won. The great body of humani-

? tarion feelings which had been slowly accumulating so long had done its

work,it had snapped the foundations of the old system.”

The prodress of the movement by which the working classes hove
obtained o share of political power,ond througsh which they are laying
the foundations of a more equitoble state,has been attributed to the

spread of education,the growth of intellidence,the influence of thegpress,

the progress of industrialism,and the economic tendencies in general.




at have progressed among'the power holding- clas%.
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These are the results that we have arr1ved at in our modern clv1-
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'"Ages and did not begln to be felt t111 after the Reformation, when the
shackles that had restricted the mind within norrow bounds assigned to

it by the Church,were rent in sunder. As a matter of fact the history

of the Middle.égeé is but the history of the Church, which, becoming .omni-
potent,especially when that period was drowing to its close,demanded the
coumplete subordination cf réason to 1ts dictates,and {the ektinction of
‘every form of independent judgement,and claimed supremacy in all things
temporal and spirituzl. In discussing the influence of the::Chureb on
the society cf the Middle Ages, a brief review of £he organisation of the

Church,its struddles for supremocy,and its influence or the svrrounding

LW, Eulin s

nations is essential.

Previcus to the barbarion invosicon,the imperioal notionolity had
begur to be supporied by Christisnity. The emoerors ncd opoosed this

new and vigorous power as disloyel anc revolutionary. Thev had in fact
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tried to root it out. But the unity of the empire and ease of cowmuni-
cation through it hod favored the svread of the new faith., Persecution
scattered its sesds ond made it o firm orscorisation., Constantine recci-
z Ini')éed Christiognity as a lawful relidion in 2135 A,D.T ond erbracsd it
; himself, Its adoption as the state religion gave it a éreat politieol
force,ahd it repaid its patron with the submissicn and aid of its conversys,
This alliance was inevitoble. In the 01d Testament,the unity 5{‘

the nation stands based upon religion. Israel is the chosen people,owes

JSRE) Riad.
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Jehovah wership, and sets forth to conguer his enemies by His help. Reli-

. gion was ‘amongst the Romans a part of the political constitution,a matter

.

‘of ‘national feeling and not of personal devotion to a spiritual power.
The ntertwining of religion with politics in both cases had been har-
.ﬁonioué;“iBut'éﬁch a perfect unity in the Roman Fmpire was not possible,
for Christianity had already rulers of its own; and since the ecclesias-
tical organisation could not be identical with the civie,it necessarily
became its co@nterpart. .Thus the Church was called to the seat of power
and was compe}led to frame her government after the pattern of the secu-
lar administration, seeking ihe interposition of the sovereign where her
o¥n machinery wés defective, Then a hierarchy of patriarchs,metropolitans
énd bishops sprang inte existence. Though chiefly spiritual,their juris-
diction was recognised and enforced by the laws of the state. Their
provinces and diocceses cerresperded to the administrative divisions of
the empirs. The earthly bead of the Church,never enjoving befcre but
an honorary supremacy,becamne virtually the emperor himself;and the
strength of the Church waxed dreater. |

In the barrenness of liverature zand the impotence of art,it was
the Church that people scught after and adhered tc;expecially in the
fifth century.when men,watchiné with despair the approach of the irresis-
tible foe,flocked to the shrine of a relidion which even this foe re-
vered. "Fut" continues Bryece, "that which we are above all concerned

to remark:phat this Church system, demanding a meore rigid uniformity in

[

~doetrine and organisation,making more and more vital the notion of a

.visible body of wershipoers united by participotion in the same sacra-

.ment,maintained and propagated afresh the feeling of a single Roman
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‘people throughout the world., Christianity os well as civilization be-

-fbame'bbnterminous;with the Roman Empire. To be a Roman was to be a

Chrzstlan and this 1dea 800N passed to be inte the converse. To be a ?
Ghrlstzan was t. j;'ya Eoman " | |

a After the nvasion, the nrOV1nces forgot the1r orxglnal upity. In

ihe breaking up of the old society,noficeable from the sixth to the eidhth
& century, ignorance held sway. Language and manners changed through

the incoming ef the Teutonic settlers. Men's thoughts and interestss

#ere norrowed. The Roman and Germanic organizations dissolved into chaos
as the nev order was shapiné itself. During all these changes the SWOY

and civilization of the old empire might have perished had it not been

for two enduring witnesses Rome had left---~her Church and her law.
"Fhe barbarians had at first asscciated Christianity with the Romans

from whom they learned it: the Eomans had nsed it as their bulwark adginst

oppression.”™ 4s the empire and tne kingdomaformed hy the invaders becan

B i

to dissolve the Cnurch clung to ner faith and discipline,"the common

B

bond of all Christian men.® That unity had Rome as its center. 4kle

and zealous pontitfs extended her influencs,chief crongst whom wes

Gresory the Creat. Thus ithe Church retained her character and cusicus, swee
and had a powerful claim over men's souls,a power étronger and more
lasting than that which she had lost over their bodies. Only second

to this influence wos that of the permanence of the old law.

In 748,0wing to his conflict with the emperor,and threotened by

pe———— i

the Lombards,Pope Gregory III appealed to Charles Harte;,the Fraonkish
ruler,for help offering him on behalf of the veople the office of

"eonsul and patrician." From tnis dates bthe connection of the old im-

:;betial'seat with CGermanw#ic power, The Pope broke the ties that bound
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“him to his legitimate sovereign and headed*political movement. Death

_?éts_of his subjects and deducsd the whole cycle of sceial and moral

-16€ércame Charles before he could obey thé call,but his son Pepin took

his place and twice rescued Rome from Aistulf the Lombard. Aistulf was

eosily overcome; and Pepin was rewarded with the titbe of ."Patrician®
in 756 A.D. 1In 797 Irene was deposed for blotting out the eyes of her
son, Constantine VI,and in 800 Pope Leo II11 crowned Chorles the Creatl

Pepin's son,as the "peace giving Emperor."™ #ith the crowning of Charles

the union of the Romans and the Teutons was sealed and the civilisation of

the South embraced the ffesh enerBy of the Norfh,and theRoman Empife Wos
restored in the West by Charles. (Qtherwise it would never have been
restored, for then two agents were struggling for mastery---the one was
the anarchy caused by the ignorence of the invaders,the other,the yefrn-
ing of the better minds for the unity of the 0ld Roman Empire and the
devotion te the "Visible Catholic Church.” The first force was,in secu-
lar affairs,the strondger;but the latter,stimulated by Charles,won by

hie coronation an enduring victory. Ervce records three theories that
have been advocated by three parties regarding the coronation of Charles:
the Bwabian Fmperors ¢loimed the erown cs the rx prige cf conguest,

and maintained thot the citizens and bishops of Rome had no rishts as
against themselves; 2. the patrioctic Romans declared that only by the
voice of their senate and people could an emperor be lawfully ereatea,
he beind their ghzk cnief madistrate; 3,the Popes ardued that as Jod's
earthly vicars it was their risht and must alwavs continue to be their
r;ght. Of the three the last tended to prevall,although it éid no% claia
éﬁy mdre than the other two to contain the whols truth.

- In 802,irn a ¢reat assembly held at Aachen, the Emperor revised the
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_flaw under the sway of Rore,and Christianity banished it from the soul,

wlse‘the doctrine of God now enforced the unity of man, who had been

A1
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dﬁty'ffbm"the'obiféation”of:obediéncé"to the visible head of thé Chris-
tian state.

:Thé width of Charles’ conguests,his connection with the Roman
Church, his personal ;character and the vacancy of the throne of Cons-
tantinople,a114these.account for the restoration of the Empire By
Charles. ‘But rwe must seek deeper to find the causes of its revival
under Otto. The Qiddle Ages can hardly be called political,feudalism
being their o?ly great secular institution. Yet the human mind for-
mulated general conceptidns regarding the relation of men towards one
another. These had been partly inherited fros "the imperial scheze of é

law and government that had preceeded, and partly evolved from the prin-
ci@les;of that metaphysical theolody which was ripening into scholas-
ticise. ‘Now the two 2real ideas which exvirind antiguity tequeathed
to the ages that followed were those of a world-monarchy and a world-
religion.” {
" - Before the Hellsnigation of the Fast,differences of race were held 27: é
to be irremovable barrisrs. Consequently relijion was reg¢arded as =z / é
local and national matter,every tribe worshivvias certain deities and ;
.regardiné obhers os dentilzs aad foss. 2ut thig feeling of diversity

T . . . . R . X L{/‘/\,{/’L‘T
_taS'smxtten on iis political side by the eemmeﬁﬁﬁss of langsuage and

subst1tut1q5 for it the belief in one Cod,before whom all ars equal.
1
Z-6; Col. IIT:11 )

-

{Acts XVII=26; Sal. TIT1:23; Eph. 11:11; IV
,beFIt ig on religion that the inmost and deepest life of a mation

.. Because divinity was divided humanity had teen divided 11ke-

Bryce.

AT



‘ereated in His image. The first lesson of Christianity was Iove,a love

yﬁat;was to_join:in.one body those whom suspicion,prejudice,and pride

of race had hitherto kept apart. There was thus $hue formed by the new
religion & community of the faithful,a Holy Bapire desidned to gather
all men into its bosom." Thus the analogy of the two movement s---the
gway of the Caesars and Christianity---made them appear parts of one
great worldfmovement towards unity, and made the name of Roman and Chris-
tian coavertible.

Those who believed in the permanency of the Roman Bmpire came to
believe in the eternity of the Church, which was founded by the living
Son of qu,and guided by the Holy Spirit,and in its unity with the
Empire. Thus the language of the civil gowerament became that of the
sacred writinds and of worship.

0f the two unities---the political and relidicus society--~that
which was entrusted to the keeping of the Church survived the storms
of the fifth century. Cne of the reasons given by Bryce for its firm-
ness is its striving to save the religious felloweship by strengthening
the ecclesiastical organisation,and by drawing toseiher every bond of
outward union while countries and cities were being severed from each
pther by the eruption of strange tribes. Another reascn wos thé "ten-
dency to see everything in the concrete,tc turn the parable into a fact,
and the symbol into the essential ceremony,the tendency whieh interpcsed
the Virgin Mother and the saints between the worshipper and the spiritucl

and could satisfy ite devotional feelinds only by visible imades

‘peity,

4§f:these,which expressed the strivinds of the soul after purity
by .the search for the Holy Grdil,which sent myriads of Crusaders to win

f?ﬁ?;chre of Him whom they found it hard to serve in their own spirit
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and dpﬁfoach by their own prayers, " And therefore it was thaﬁ'tﬁe whole

widely scattered,the "Church held tcgether by one hope,one faith,one

_and the ‘body that the relation of the papal and imperial powers is pre-

fabrlc of MedlaeVal Christianity restes upon the idea of the V1$1ble
Church." And since nations were not yet ordanlzsd the Visible Church

wa§ regarded as the "Church Universal," and though the Chrlstlans were

baptism." (Eph. IU:476)

The prop of the Visible Church was the priesthood with whom lingered
the remnants 9f learning_and thought in Europe. FEut what we are chiefly
interested in now is that it was through them that the one universsol,
temnoral state was nrcsevvcd for?izfjifere oersuuaeu thot its maintenan-

du
ce wasi o their-own welfare as well as %o Christianity., By their teaching:
especially these of Alelum of York,the adviser of Charles,the two powers
were confounded: bishgga were princes,and kings "summoned ecclesiftical
councils and avvointed ecclesiastical officers,™
Then the sopocy set to unite into one the politiccl anc relidious
powers, for she argued that the tvo must run on parallel and similar lines, §

1z

easzd &Re be the politiecal mistress of the world and

r..

Thus Fome, in 47¢
became spiritually mistress of the Christions of the universe. The couse
of this change is to be found with the clerdy whcse purposs was 2t the

beginning tc imitate and rival,not tc suoplont the temporal Epwer. This
explains the maintenance of the power of the East Koman Frlncegﬂtlll
800 A.D.,and the transferance of the crown to Charles by the Pove as the
first Western ruler able teo fulfil its duties.

After the corcnation of Otto the Great,when the "Holy Roman Empire"

struck its roots firmly into the ground, certain duties and rights were

attacheo toc the imperial office. "It is under the emklem of the soul




‘sented to us throughout the Middle-ﬂges.i?Thé Pope,as God's viear in

-matters spiritual,is to lead men to eternal life; the emperor,as vicar

in matters temporal,must so control them in their dealings with one
another that they may be able to pursue undisturbed the spiritual life.™
The Holy Roman Church and the Holy FRowan Empire were the same thing.

As divine and eternal,its head was the Fope; as human and temporal,the
Emperor, EBut as Christianity held iis sway and the Church became world-
lier,the Pope declared himself the only representotive of God, and inter-

meédinted betwsen Him and the Emperor. Thus we see that the connection

of the Espire with religion was the most important factor in the shaping

of the Middle Ades.
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By the middle cf the esleventh century whern the Dark Ages were well i
over,the state was saved frow utter annihilation, The Church had out- {
lived the cutrades ¢f the tenth century,but she had her hands fuil,for
fhe barcn, who stopped shori shest of ncthing,was a power to be reckeoned

with., The Empire helped the Papacy towards refcrmotion, but could not

[
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affect the Chureh orgonisction. As always‘had been the case in the
Midkdle Azes, s new moncstic movemen® brousht about the nesded reform in
the Church.
In 910,z new monastery wos founded by Duke Williar the Picus ¢f
_.;Egﬁitaine at Cluny,in French Burgundy. A Eurgundian noble,gerno by
‘iﬁﬁgﬁé;was appointed as iis head. Absolute munity frow zll external

gcclesiasticol jurisdiction save that of the Paopal See wos secured for

he monastie reformation wos started by Odo,its second abbot (S27-

“All monasteries established on the Cluniac line were o vart of

hf}%}éﬁt convent ai Cluny. The zatbot at Cluny, being their head, used

to.deledage to the different branches priors for local self-foverpment

?
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who .were responsible to him, The unity of purpose;doctrine and policy
- ¥as P;ocured by chopters that met at G;pny,to which delegates were sent
.?faﬁ:all the dependent communities, = Under their organisation the Church
was.to be separated from the state and disciplined Ey the Pope who was
_pg,tpe Church what thé abbot of Cluny was to his priories. No ecclesias-
tic had-rights of his own that were not derived from ﬁhe Chair of Bt,

Peter.

Study and learning flourished under the influence of the refcrued
clefgy,and hefcame universal, Monasteries and cathedrals became the
centres of ardent study of the different branches of philoscphy and
science, The influence of Cluny was fell everywhere throughout Europe,
and carried everything before it. ¢
The reformers won over the Emperor Henry IV to their cause,and the ?
able monarch purified the papaey and put it in the hands of men of the
new schoel. ‘fhe Cluniacs, though faveored by tre Emperor,continued to :

follow their conviction that "iay interference with the spiritual power

v

lay at the very roo%t of the worst disorders cf the time." The papacy
absorbed the doctrines of Cluny,ond it wag a matter of ng&mall imporf ~=
tance that the éreatest temporal power was on its side,

At FEome the new thoushts doined supremacy,and the man destined to
ﬁpresent the papal idea with all the authority of denius," had arisen.
G?egory VT died in 1048, and Hildebrand, his chaplain, weni to Cluny where
he.spent one year. "While the reformers were seeking thne help ¢f the
 $;g%EFcrs cver the Alps,Hildsbrard found a champior for his purpose in

qDﬁﬁg'godfreY and his wife. During the period of Pope Nicholas TI (1058-
g e

'1061),Rildebrand won for the Church her freedom,and before long he aimed

at dominaticn.” In his pontificate three events were settled which
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.%éffé§§fhened the papacy,namely:~ the settlement of the papal eiection,

}fgﬁéﬁgggablishment of a close alliance between the papacy and the Normans

1
of South Italy,and the subjection of Lombardy to the papal authority.

- On the twenty ninth of June,1073,Hildebrand sat in the @hair of St. Peter,

2. R

assuming the name of Gregory ¥I1I. Ee was one of the ablest men of the
Middle Agdes. His power over men's minds led the fanatical Peter Damiani
to call him "his holy sotan.” "{fhy will," he said, "has ever been a
command to me---evil but lawful. Would that I had zlways served Ged

O ’ .
and 3t. Peter as faitnfully 2s I have served thee." Eeing "econvinced
of the trutn of the Cluniac deceirines™ he spent all his energy tc rea-
11#% them,until even Cluny was alarmed, FHis greatest ambition was to
restore civiliﬁation and order by establishing the supremacy of the
‘paﬁéy over the Church,and the Church cver the world., "Human pride,™ E
he wrote, Mhas created the power of kings,Ccd's mercy has created the
power of bishcps. The pope is the moster of erperors. Ee is rendered
holy by the merits of his predecegscr Si. Feter. The Roman Church haos ;
never erred,and Holy Seripture preoves thal it never can err., To resist

it is to resist Cocd." Thoush he fully reali?ed the stiffness of his task,

]
(22

he was never disccurazded, "I would that you knew, " he wrote te tne ket
of Cluny, "the anduish that assails my soul. The Church of the Fast has
gone astray from the Catholic faith., If I look to the west,the north,

or the south,l find &aes few bishcps whose oppointmwents and whose lives
are in accordance with the laws of the Churchior who govern God's veople

through love and not throuzh worldly ambition. Among princes I know not

one who sets the honor of Bod before his own,cr justice before kRi® gain.
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If-i.éia_ﬁbt hopé that I cculd be of use tc tne Church,I would not remain

S RET day.r
A?'rsﬁhéf01uniac; had long considered the Lay Investitﬁre as one of the
most éiéfihg o%fensiée desighs against the spiritual powér- After the
Synod held at Rome by Hildebrand in 1075,in which he prohibited simony

ﬁnd the warriage of the c¢lergy,it was sirictly forbidden. "If any one,"
declored the synod, "henceforth receive from the hands of any lay person
g: bishopric or abbey,let him not be considered as abbot or bishop,and

let the favor of St. Peter and the gate of the Church be forbidden to

him., If an empercr,a king,ﬁ duke,a count or any other lay person presume
to give investiture of any ecclesiastical dignity let hin be excomunicated.

This set on foot the Investiture Contest and the struggle of the papacy

and the empire for the two next centuries. Before the declaration of the
decree Henry IV was on friendly terms with the Pcpe. FEe confessed thot
he had not been fulfillineg his duties towards the Church and promised to

arend his behaviouw in the future., But as the giving up of the inves-

titure involved the chaondins 67 his system of gdovernment, he summoned a

Cerman council to Worms,in which he cccused the Fope ¢f incredible crimss,
Henry nimself wrcte te the Pope : "Henry,king nct by usurpation bui oy

_Go&'s grace,to Hildebrand, henceforth no Pope but false monk--Christ has

b b L A S Pttt 4 1

condemned by our bishcps and hy ourselves, come Scwn from the place thas

. thou hast usurped, Let the Ses &f St. Feter be held by another who will

3
1
i
1

"’nét ‘seek to cover violence under the cloak of religion,and who will teach

'.iﬁgtﬁﬁolesome doctrine of St. Peter. I,Henry,King by the Grace of Ced,

with all of ay bishops say unto thee---'comwe down,come down., '™

o

n Feb. 107¢;Gregory held a great synod in the Vatican in which

called us to our kinddom while ke has never called thee to the priesihood..

PO —



 JRoiéhd;a clerk from Parma,delivered the Hing's messdge to the Dope before
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: Héfcouncil. ‘Henry was excomunicated and deposed. "Blessed Peter," de-

elared Gregory, "thou and the mother of God and all the saints are wit-

*héés'that the Roman Church bas called upon me to govern it in my own

despite, As its representative I have received from God the power to
bind and to lose in Heaven and Earth. For the honor and the security of
tﬁj Church, in the nome of God Almishty,I prohibit Henry the King,son of
Henry the Emperor,who has risen with unheard of pride agatmnst the Church
from ruling Gérmany and Jtaly. I release all Christians from the oéths
of fealty they may hove taken to him,and I order that no one ghall obey
him,"

On the twenty first of Jan. 1077,Henry,leaving his wife and followers
at Reggic,climbed the snowy road to Concssa,lountess Mothilda?s strons-
held, where the Countess and Hugh ¢f Cluny and mony cthers wmere with the
Pope. Cregory refused to receive him and demanded his uncondifional
subnmission. "If he truly be penitenti,” said he, "let him surrender his
erown and insig¢nia of royalty inic our hands and confess bhimself unworthy
of the name oand honor of king.,"™ For three doys Henry woited ouiside in
the sncw barefooted and in ths sarb of venitent. ©On the fourth he weos
admitted into the vresence of the Fope and with the cry, "Holy father,
spare mel"™ He threw himself at the Pope's feet.

On the twenty third of fept. 1122,the final Concordet of TWorms nus
an end to the Invezstiture Contest., It strove to give "Coesop what wos
Caesor's and Cod what was God's." Bnd since that time the investiture
questiion was never raised asain.

The conflict bewween the Papaocy and the Empire resulted in ihe

supremacy of the former,becouse the Papacy became a force that was okble

T AT



R

B e e e oo

e o0

SRR RPLEPR

LR B e LR

RT3

to'repei-the strongest amongst the potentaies of Europe. The conflict
took place in the era of the Crusades, As we have seen the Emperor was
to.head-the.Chuch militant in the fe]igioué'wars;bﬁt the excomunication
of Henry IV nipped his plans in the bud,and left the Pope te organize
and direct the movement. Later‘on’the Holy See,could turn the greaf crder
of Chivalry and the two orders of médicant friars,which originated in
the relisicus, feelings that ewoked the Crusades,adainst those who resisted
ecclesiastigﬂclaims. Nay more,a century and a half later,the Pope preachT
ed a crusade aéainst ihe Emperor himself.

Towards the end of his life,nnocent III held a general ccuncil in

the basiliea of St. John Lateran. Enthroned over mere than 4C0 bisheps

W PHERL e e s s s e e e g e s . .

with & vast gathering of heads of orders and secular dignitaries,the
Pope declared the law to the world, "Two things we have specially to
heart,” wrote he in summoning the assembly,"the delivercrce of the Holy
Land and the reform of the Church Universal.” Amongst other things the
My @b wAL u,é i
70 canons\drawa\ trave to elevole the morals and the learning of the ;
clergy, tb check their worldliness ond covetousness,and Lo restrain then
from abusing the outhority ¢f tne Church throush ewcess of zeal or more
corrupt motives, [t invited bishcos to set up free schools te teoch
poor scholors #zrammar and theclogy. It forbade trial by batile ong

trial by ordeal. It forbade superstiticus oroctices and the worshio

of spurious or unauthorissd relics. The whole series of canons sought

- ¥0 regulate and amelioraie the influence of the Church on sceietv.”

The epithet "Holy" was added to the "Homan Empire” by Frederick I.

His motives in employing it are not very cleasr. Some conjecture that it

referred to Daniel's provhscy,or to the fact thot the Empire was
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contemporary with Christianiiy. However,the sacredness of the person of

the sovereign was common, and furthermore the revived Foman Empire was the

"Visible Church"” seen on its secular side,and the name "Holy Empire" was
the counterpart of the "Holy Catholic Church.". Some ge further and say
that Frederick used it fto assert his divine institution and religious
duties., But in 1250,the claims of the Roman Empire to rule the world
expired with Frederick II,and the Papacy triumphed at last.
We should not fail to notice the influence ¢f the Eible on the

Empire or the Pavacy in confirming their supremzcy. The Empire drew

its arguments from the accﬁunts of théﬂ%eétament in which the King stood
in intirate relation to the national religion. The authority and eter-
nity of Rome were established from the HNew Testament. Every instance

that suited their purvose was cited, such asg "the sanction which Christ

had gdven tc Roman derinicn by vacifying the world through Auzustus,”

BChrist's birti 2t the time of taxing, "™ "His paying tribute to Cassor,?

argurcnis., They belisved that the Tourth beast of Doniel's vision was
the Foman Empire,ond that it was symbolised by the iron legs and feet
‘of Nebuchadnszzar's imaze. The Vedinevzl writers hod 2 singde way of

"Ho aralofy was too faint,nc allescry toc
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interpreiing the
_f?gciful toc be drawn out of o simcls text., Melchizodek is both priest
'ﬁﬁakking,the?efora,the Fepe has rezal as well as ecclesiastical autho-
The two swords of which Christ =aid, tit is enouqh:' are the

EP}PiPUal powers, ard the d¢ranv of the spirituol to Peter involves the
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Two illustrations cited by Bryce in his "The Holy Roman Ewmpire" o

'show ‘the influence of the theory of the Wediaeval Empire on the Mediaeval

art'are the following: 1. TB€ famous mosaic of the [ateran trieliniun,

constructea about 800 A.D. by Pope Leo TII. It represents in the centre

Cnr1st surrounded by the apostles ®hom He ie¢ sending forth to preach the

Cospel. FEelow and to the right,Christ is depicted again sitting. On

His risht hand kneels Pope Sylvester,on His left the Emperor Censiacntine;

3

to the one

pul

e ¢ives the ksys of heaven and hell,tc the other a banner

b
i

s. On the left side we see the Avostle Peter seatad,

ia

L8]
D]

surmounted by 2 cr

)
-
3
nw

before bim knsel Pepe Lec IIT and Charles the Exvercr. Peter,grasoi

the keys,gives to Leo thes pallivr of an archbishop,to Charlss the bannsr i

of the Christion armv,

e Lty A

f the ideas symbolised are suificiently clecr.
Firstlv comes the revslaticon of tze Josvel,and the divine commissi o

gather all mern intc its folds; secencly thne instituticen ¢f the two powers

T AT o

by wkich the Christian veopls 1z tc bte respectively toushi ond fovermed;

and thirdly we are shown the perwonenit viear of Cod, the Anceile who kaepn
the keys of hecven ond hell recsichliching these some geovers on 2 nsw ong

permanent basis,

The seccad 1g o fresec in the chopter house of the Dorinicon zenvwent

B

of Sants loria Mevella at Tlarence.uzually known as the Cacédlone desli

cl-
%]

Svadgnucli, crokahlvarecs

sented the whcle scheme of mon's 1ii

~

earth and the Church ir heaven. In front are sectad the Fepe and Emce-

[
L

ror: on their right and laft iz a descending row,minor spiritval ang
_Qngqu; officials. ehind toer copears the Ducme ¢if Flerence as an
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“emblem of the Visible Church,while at their feet is g flock of sheep

'f(the faithful) attacked by ravening wolves (heretics and schismatics)

19,

vhom a pack of spotted doss (the Dominicars,spotted because of their
black-and-white raiment) combat and chase away. From this a patk winds
round and up a height to a great gote where the Avostle sits on guard

te admit true telievers. Above all is the Bovicur enthroned grid soirnt

Lo}

Here the Church militant is the perfect countervert of the Churcn

11

triurphant. Devotion to Hig verscn sust on esrth e rendered to those

1}
b}

twe lisutenonts whenr He na

m

chesen (o dovern in nis rome,
Turbulent cs were the times of the strudsle between tie Fapucy and
the Empire,they were the period of the developrent of the mest esszenticzl

features of the Mediasval civilizotion. They were "the age of Fsudalisw, ;

of the Crusadss,of Cpivalry,of Bcholosticisr.and the eorly Uriversities, :
of Momosticzies in its noblest ityees,of Kediceval art in its hishest os- 3

peetg,and of hationcl Monorchy in its earlizss form.™ In suchh a brief

trainad to lehve out pany
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and dizcuso hrieflv ths mozt ouns

thav exeried a mest soient influerce on L Frerd ahe religisus re-

vivals that enriched the uiddle Ades with wkot waz fairesv in the lishs

of ttose times were ths results of the trivunn of Hildebrand and his ?
stoeesscrs.,  "From the Zildebrondine revivel ecranc the Cruscdes,and tne ;
corbiration of the wmilitcry ond relicious idesls of bhe Latin dorld in :

-

ths pursuit of o holy wor for the recovery of Christ's sepulchre.®

-

Constantine had built churches on the traditional scemes scenes in

Jerusalem, and n2 himselt ie said to have visited the FHolv Land. Durinz
1

(1) Beyee.




s time o pildrim ffom Fordeauz journeved by land to Jerusalem, and

h

1.

by the end of the fourth century this practice was inmensely increasec.
However,it was not unitil the year 1000 that the spirit of pjety seized
upon all classes. Pilgrims from all the ranks of society floecked to
palestine. About 1092,Peter the Herait of Amiens,took the pilsrim's
;1 staff. In Jerusalsr his soul was so stirred by what he saw of the
conditisn of the Christiasn natives and oilgrims thal ne bound himseld
to enlist the Pove's symoathy and the princes of Burooe to thzelln o
; his ooprssssd bretihrsa.

In ¥ov. 12,1095,2 couneil was hs2ld by Orbaa I at Clerucat,ia Ag-

i

vergne. I%s chiel work was the oroclamaiion of the First Crusads. This

nd "the universal monarchy of ths
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It is worthy of notice that ths Less Cruscds was dus to the Zrzazi
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‘kKings of Rurope, especially 4o Traderick Barbarsssa. This uni
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ling was due bto the chivalrous and 7arbial ideals wai

Laking nold of Europe. Pops Nicholas strove hard
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hut to no avail as ths cower of the navacy had

phocent IIT represeats "the culmination of the

iddle Ages.’

gir resuliz playzd an izportant rolz in the
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who had.kept Europe iz a stats of turmsil

been.mere puppets,wers carriesd away by ths e

lay aside their pstty fauds ond jealousiss,to taze up the ceross and sx-
bark upon a war of exterriaanion with whet they called infid:l$, rheir

long absence from hoas left the hands of rowal madnoies free to conzo-
lidate their rule; taneir couairizss anjovzd 2 lons ;eriad of rast duar

which the aris of peacs flourisasd,and tae widdle classss were £iven aa
opportunity to establish thieir vower on o solid basis., Hordshios,disezass,
and babtles wrossnt havoe ia sazir roaks,and thinnsd down tasir number
almost to the vanizniag poiadt. [Lzbt reduced =noss whe survived the ro-
vages of the weatner and vhe sword %o penury. Those costly wars struck
at the very root of the politizal institutions of the Yiddls Asss. Taz
hish oedssial uvon whicn tae floWer of Chivalry was zataroned crumslzd

of Talshitnosod racsivaed a worial blow waen bne returaia:
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ted order,finding their castles,

—

remnants of the ogace splendid and exa

either in a crumbliag stats,or in the hands of we=alihy bourdeolis, were

forced by advsese girzumshances Lo hecome hidhwoywsn and brisands.

Great was btne fall of Knishthood. Feudolism hod had its day and ceas:i
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to be. There it stood a mere shadow of its foramer self, lean, hagdard,

and tottering to its grave. It required but a few decades to seal its
doom. S . ;

'“Probablysfew ages of the world's history havs witnessed a greai- :
er amelioration in the condition of social }ife than took place in
Kestern Burcoe during the period of tns Crusades, The tenth and elevenih
éenturies were acquiescent under a radgime of almost hopeless anarchy.
The fourteenth was throush the widespread existence of social discon-
tent pregnant with promice for the future. Politically the Crusades
were fatal to the power of fne faudal nobility,but this loss of power
was in the end fo turn cut to the good both of the order as a part and ;
of society 53 a whols. The misdirebted activity which found ifs vent
in the waste bickerinss of feudal despotism and anarchy was throuch the
Crusades turnsed into 2 well ordered channel. On the one hand,thossz
turbulent spirits,who made all srodress at home impossinls,were drawn
away to o disvant and harazléss entreprise; on the other hand a hish and

*
noble ideal wuas substituted for the base and peitty motives of perscnal
aggrandifezeat. The lust of warfars was sated by the Crusadss whilst
at the same time it was purified by ithe inspiration of religious
enthusiasm. Tais in itself would have contributed not a little to the
general imorovement of morals and mannsrs. It was further supolimented
by the grcwéhd of luxury and culbure consegueat on the comnercicl and.
intellectual exopansioan which resulited from the Crusades. These iaflaea-
ceg, combined with tThe growth of royal authority,transformed the feudal
nobility from the curse of the West into a szttled and orderly member
of the body poliiique.
"Such a change-was of the utmost importance to the inferior orders

- = s
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of sociéty and the consequent amelioration of manners could mot but

E méke}i;s_influence mere and more widely_felt ags time went on. The

people of the towns were the first to reap the benefits. The displa-
égménp of feudal anarchy by settled order under a strong central au-
thority,enabled the townsfolk to profit to the full from the grewth-
of commerce. With increased wealth came larger notions of liberiy,
and the power to assert ithes. Thus it is to these centuries that in
every country of the West we can itrace under diverse circumstances
the revival of an organized and vigzourous civie life.

"Byt over and above the softening consequent on the general imprqve-
ment of manners,there are some respects in which the Crusades were di-
rectly beneficial to the peasant class. It was noi that those who fook
the cross became free, for,nunerous as these may have been, those who
survived to return were but relatively few. More important were ithe
better social order and the milder pule of the new time. To the peasants
it must have beea an additional boeon that throush the transfer of pro-
;?erty@gg:%g;ﬁézzgg; the rule of ecclasiastics who,if harsh tosk mosters,
Fere still preferabls to the turbulent nobles they displaced. Yei,

again the growth of larder ideas was favorablie to freedom,and at lzast

'dedthe future hopeful. BSut so far as the.mass of population is con-

“;éﬁgﬁgﬁﬂ_perhaps the most that can be said is---that the widening of the

-bouﬁds of human knowlsdse throush the Crusades heived %o make a better




der1ged fgom 1ntercourse with the almost 1naxhaust1b1e stores of the

East. One would noi be exagderaving if he rewnarwed that the giganiic

e ! Woaerwd oL

'disgéverles of the fifteenth and sizteenth centuries were the logical

txgﬁthme of the mercantile spirit that had fostered the Crusades. yotiarn

T.Europe owed the first beginnings of the maritime law to them. Banking
and exchange owed their origin to,or at least were given a mighty impetus
by the same hely wars., The importation of spices,psrfumes,and various

industries such as dyeing, glass blowing,silk-weaviag, etc.,ete.profived

(8}

much by dealing with the East,

fith the rapid expansion of commerce the standard of comfort was

a

raised. The western mind lost its local and narrow prejudices,and sainad

broader views of life. Men's sympathies were widened,not only with their

e bty il gizgl

enemies but with each other, HNational insulation was practically iapos-
I sible when the whole of western Hurope was placed in a state of compact

union,in defence of a cowmmon cause. National barrisrs of pride and

: prejudice disappeared before the overmastering meotive which the Crusades

: inspired ian the hzarts of all who care undar its spell.

L d

"The Crusades were the first united effort of western Christendon.

They raised men above the ignodles sphere of petiy ambitions to seek

T T e % g e

after an ideal that was neithner sordid nor selfish. They called forin

28 ey it

all that was most neroic in human naturs and filled the world with the
inspiration of noble thoushts and noble deeds.”
i The Crusades were the crowaing ¢lory of the political achievansnts

; of the Middle Ages. Thay indiczcated the hishest water ark in the iafliaznz

e e e m e b

‘of @he Churech on society.

It is a recognised fact that Christianity exerted a great influence

on the thought and cenduet of men. 4s the Zreek calsture and iatellsctual

N
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activity were.adbptédwaﬁéfﬁbdifjed_by the Romans,likewise,the Roman

_givilifation was modified by the new and active power which spread wita

great rapidity;]:ﬁhEZé}éék thinkers centred their solution of the problem

of .the individﬁal aﬁdﬁgociety in the intellectual nature of man, hence the
limitation of their ideals; Christianity on the other hand,found its
éolntion in the moral naturse whieh is universal. Thus a "pew basis of
life was found and a new solution of the fundamental education as wsll

as ethical problen was secured.”

Stoicism had had its day and now came to a stand still before the
influence of Christiaonisy. It exalted virtue,it is true,but it obtained
it throusgh reason,while Christianity obtained it through the emotional
nature which is possible to all.. "It appealed,” writes Monroe, "to emo-
tions that were universal,to that which waé neble,to the affection for
an ideal human character that in itself is an expression of the divine,
to sympathy for fellowmen,to fear of eternal retribution and to the entire

gamot of humen feelings.”

for a long period the Church forbade the elergy %o stgdy pagan
literature., This attitude of the Church,thé moral ideal which it brought,
and the prevalent belief in the nearness of the second advent of Chrisy,

‘and consequently the refarding cf lesrring and culture as of small im-

~ portance,in other words asceticism,resulted in the neglect of learning

-and the deep ignorance thot held swoy during what is caolled the Dark

dges. 4 dreot conflict aroze between clastical learning and the Chriz-

',5@1&9@faith. & quotation from EBasil upcn the educotion of children suins

~up dhe attitude of the Greek Christians towords learning. "Are we then,"

o

'rrote.he, "to give up literature? I do not say that; but I do 'say thai

. we . Bust not kill souls...in fact,the choice lies between two alternmatives:

B b vy



intercourse with society. Persecution and the belief in the sscond

Obedience, or more technically Conversion,Stability,and Obedience.”

S AR T

a liberal educdﬁibn'ghich ybu moy get by sendeng your children to the

.pub11c schools, or'the sdlvatlon of their mouls whleh you secure by sen-

dlng them to the monks. "Which is going to gain the day,science or the

soul? If you g%n ﬁhlté'ﬁbth advantages do so by all means; but if not,
ehose“fﬁéhﬁbst prec10us.

St. Jerome,331—425,however,could not condemn the old literature.
Be believed that if *-it was: to be permitted it should be rather to
judge than to follow it. He it was who introduced monasticism,which
played an important role in the Miadle Ages Eglthe West.

In 30% Anthony fled to the desert ond made his abode on the sheres
of the Red Sea,where he subjected himself to physical pennance. Ffrow
this date mondéticism care into prominence and spread frem Edypt to the
remotest parts of the West. It comprised all sorts of men znd orders

from the ancherite of the desert te the followers of Lovola.

The ascebtic ideo found its suppcri in the teachings of Christ i

3

cormandinf his fcllewers not to care for the morrow,in giving cne's geeods
to the poor,in leaving one's parents and fomily and renounciné the world
to devote one's self to the service ¢f God, fith the ccnversion cof the
Empire in the fourih century, "Christionity wos identifised with society:
the customs ond monners ¢f the world were the customs and manrers of
Christemdom; the Christions were no londer s marked off or o distirnciive

1
people.™ The cler rohe
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vy and
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ors porhticulerly the monks becaze a sep

1]

h de of mrorality and abstaining from intimate :
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class,following

coming of Christ led many to take the oath and swell the namber of rcrnos-

teries. Their ideal wos suwied up in the ideng of "Chastity,Foverty,and

(1) Monroe,
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;Tﬁus'they negn}ed the three great views of sccial iife: the famiyy,

industrial society,and the rejection of the oversight of ihe bishep

as wqs the cose in the western monasteries“and emphasised the moral vir-
tues that are so prominent in the Church'and religion, "I¥ introduced
new factors into sogial development; fqrfexample,obedience presented

as greét a contrast as can be imagined to the sirong individualism of

the barbarian and the arrogance of the Roman.”

- The rules of the monastery,seventy three,in number,related to the

M
. v

eneral duties of abbots and monks. From the Eenediciine Fule, which

ntroduced manual labor inte the d code,came most of the sceiol benefits

- ;-*P'" %4

f monaosticism, "for in the brecadest sense of the tern monasticisn.wps
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rocesses in wood,metal,anrd cloth; gave new thougchts fo architects;sii-
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ress,the spirit of inguiry and the desire for truth ov
etive of its effect uocr emotional states or pelifious

matter of foct,wos monting te these days cges.”

wee determined nol by inquiry tubt by its
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pic 1ifé, "The monastony” was the ridhest in
] France,its posséssions were alMOBL N 5 jﬁént;and it was of-
E fered as a repgoach to A1§§z¥?¥h_}= This
; monastery Alcyem made the centré
é _ tre of inflﬁence in the Church.
? ning,and from the monastery went
i -
g in the werld of his'pupils'qu disciples found

tellectual training was gquite as essential to 'th
efforts at purely religious ard moral betterment.”
It is to the monasteries that we are indebted for the preservation

arning, sspecially the Seven Liberal Arts. fnch

h

of what was preserved cf |
zonastery had its cwn librory witpout which it wag believed te be like ¢
castles without an armory. The library of Novalese,in [taly,was said to

When it was desiroved by the Saracens., Togs-

m

have possessed 6500 volume

ther with the librariss,the scriptoriur wae an indispensszble feature cof
1 b
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o monastery; and during the turbulent veriod of the barbarian invasion
these became the safety voult of learning, where the monks toiled in wri-
ting manuscripts and reproducing thewr, thus passing the Rnewledde of the
past ages to comind generstions,

Ancotner important feature due to the influence of the Church,thoush

indirectly,was Chivolry. Its origin may be troced to the instituticons of

. directed their energies inte particular channels and discovered tc tihem

the Teutons influenced by the Reman societv and the Christisn Cahuren "wni-
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in many of the teachings of Christianity a bond of sympathy betﬁeén the

~Chruch anc the worthier traits of characiter of the barbarians."™ The cere-

- mony of knighthood was practically a religious one. The knightS'swore to

"defend the Church,to attack the wicked,tc respect the priesthood,to pro-
tect women and the poor,to preserve the country in tranquility,and to shed
his blood in behalf of his bre\‘,hr'en.:ll The emphasiging of service and obe-
dience had the greatest influence that Christisnity could shed upon the

barbaric Teutons. H"The influence that Christicnity had on society ard the

individual are summed up by Cornish: 'Chivalry toucht the world the duty

of noble service willing¢ly rendered. It upheld ccuradge and enterorise in

obedience to rule,it consecrated military prowess 10 the service of tre

A
7=y

Church,glorified the virtues of liberality,socod faith,unselfishness,and

courtesy,and above all,ccurtesy to women. Against these may be set the

vices of pride,love of bloodshed, contemptef inferiors,and loose manners.
Caivolry was an imoerfleci discipline,but it wos 2 discipline,ond corns

for the times. ' M,

in

gariy half o
L ]

The leading feaitures of ths intellectunl 1life of tn

the ¥iddle Ades wos one of uncguestizred belief 1in all the doctrines sarnc-

tionea -+ the Churen. [Lonkt 2r ingoirv woe sinful. Sv the eleventh cor-

keat intco

th

=
b
[ &

L3N

1.':-;':1‘;:

tury,the Cruscde movements stimwlated ressarch by br

‘elose centact with the beliefs of the Eost. To support faith by resson,

to uphcld the relidious life by the develcpment of intellectual power,and

B A o
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the task of the schoolmen,

ol

to silence all doubt throush ordumsn

1.

s

Jdasticisy is usually defined ag "the union of tre Christior beliefs 2on

- the Aristotelian logic.™ AlLl "lesitimate knowledge had tc be sanctionsd

'::'by religicn or the Chruch,"

But most of the discussions of the schoolmen were void of reality.
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"How many angels zan stand on the peoint of a needle? Can God make two
hills without tne intervening valley? What happens when o mouse eats
the consecrated host? " Hewever these questions showed deep inquiries
as toc the relation "of the finite tec the infinite,the attributes of the
infinite,and the nature of reality."

In writing this thesis,I have endesvored tc review the vast field
of the histery of trkz importaont period of tronsition from the old to the
modern with an uncrejvdicsd eve. ¥o doubt the roots of the wodern times
are struck into tne fertilg scil of the ¥iddle Afes--~the period of the
Ascendency of the Chureh,cf Enighthood,of Chivalry,of the Cruszades,of

Scholasticism,and of the bedinninds of Universities., The subject is
vast and the space ollewed is shert; hence the brief and cursery review

¢h has failed in the peost,

by
5

of the all imoersant sveants. Thaet the Chu

5% Founcer e¥pecis o her,is

L
i
[ %)
g

and i3 203 acecomplizhing cll taal its 2

-
uroteltn too trus.

"

That zhe hos been deflected frow the true lire

33

anfor
of policy bty worldly considerations no mon can deny. e only hove tnos
the tire is fasw aponroaching wren the srecents of fthe vasier shall direc

mens?cenlings with gne arciher 2n? z0lve once for o2ll ™Al the socizl gn
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