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T. Basement

A.
B.
c.

Boiler's Room
Lugegage Room

Toilet Room

II. First Floor

I1I.

A.
B.
Ce.
D.
E.

I.
d.

Entrance, Staircese and Corridors
Office

Visitor's Roonm

Library and Stack Rooms

Janitor's Room

Smoking Room

Soda~Fountain

Geme Room

Handicraft Room or Workshop

Gymnasium Room

Second Floor

Private Rooms (Bach for three students)
One Private Room for one or two students
Toilet Room and showers

One dormitory for six students

Two dcuble rcoms for two supervisors

Bath and tcilet for the two supervisors.
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I have gone around and visited a good number of the
boarding shcools a&ll over Lebanon. Among these schools
are: Brummana High School, Shwayr, Aley Shwaifat, Sidon,
Tripoli, Suk-el-Gharb and a& number of seccndary schools
here in Beirut. It is not my job to critieize any of
them, although most of the directors of these schools con-
fess that their buildings are fer from being satisfactory.
Aley High-School is the one which was recently built, and
yet its principael edmits that it should have been built
quite differently.

Our buildings here in the American University of Bei-
rut seem to be the most appropriate for boarding students,
but they do not meet the demands®especially those of Pre-
paratory students. /

The College students have a beautiful campus and the
West Hall bullding which compensate for the things their
dommitory buildings lack, while the students of the Pre-
paratory Section and those of the Section Secondaire have
nothing of the sort. Our Campus is very sh{gy and we have
nothing except a cless room building and tﬁo dormitory
buildings iﬁ which I am interested and which I will describe

briefly.
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One of our dormitecry tuildings is Thomson Hall. It
is &t the western end of the Univers$ity Grounds and was
built to lodge eighty Junior students whose ages range
between ¢ and 15. | It comprises large dormitory buildiggé
very well ventilatcar but their supervision is quite a
job. The building can accomodate the 80 students when
twelve are put in each room, and tine beds are put 30 cms.
eapart with all lockers put out in the corridor. Parents
coming out to see their children have to pass between these
rows of lockers in the narrow corridors with pyjamas and
towels hanging on the sides. The worst thing about its
plenning is the fact that all toilets and showers are put
in the basement, so e student 10 or 12 years old living
bn the top third floor has to go down to the besement in
order tc wash his hsnds or take his shower. Ve did our
best to install toilets and showers on each floor, but
that means spoiling one dormitory on each floor, and the
department will run with at least 24 students less. Putt-
ing the fineancial aspect of the problem aside, the admi-
nistration will be handicepped in such a situation espe-
cielly when there is a great demend and applications com-
ing from all over the Arab world. Rooms for extra-carri-

cular activities such as, games, sitting room, ancd reading
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én the top third floor has to go down to the basement in
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thet means spoiling one dormitory on each floor, and the
department will run with at least 24 students less. Putt-
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cially when there is a great demend and epplications com-
ing from all over the Arab World. Rooms for extra-carri-

cular activitles such as, games, sitting room, and reading
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room are hardly asvailable. The luggage room would be a
sitting room one year and a game room the other.

Qur second dormitory building is Sage Hall. It was
built in 1911 end was made to accomodate 130 students. It
consists of large dormitorkﬂn@.small private rooms. Each
of the dormitcries can accomodate eight students with small
cupboaerd 50 cms. wide separating the beds. The corridors
are long, and narrow. On top of that the dark blue paint
helps in me& ing the place look dead and gloomy. The pri-
vate rooms take two students esch, but they are large
enough for one student. HEach floor has two toilets only,
while all showers are put on first floor and bassement.

In addition to the private rooms and dormitories on
the first floor, there are three rooms which car be used
for all sort of things. Their use alternates between
sick rooms, visbtors rooms, games rooms and any thing that

may come up.

WHY DID I CHOOSE MY TOPIC??

The greater part of my work is devoted to the In-
ternational College boarders and to their boerding life
in general with all of its complicated phases. It is
my duty to look after their welfare, their comfort, their

education, and their extre carricular work. In other
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words I am & sort of a (PAPA) to these boys, some in their
early teens and others in their late ones. This age is the
most difficult to henale, and a comforteple dormitory build-
ding with enough spesce for ezstre carricular activities will
help the development of the physical and intellectual phases
of the students' life. I have been doing this work for the
last 13 yeers, ena during this time I always desired that
thls or that must be done, but the lack of space'and the
nature of the design, which does not lend itself to all
that I want, hindered our work to & great extert. To il-
lustrate I will give one out of at least fifty instances.,

A good gumber of the Preparetory anc Section-Secondaire
board%';re noct allowed tc go to the University Campus,

and this is ,in my opinion,a wise measure except one hour
every afterncon between 4:00 qnd 5:00 p.m., Sundays belng
excluded, Most of the boardgw;n the Elementary School

and those living in Thmsgg Hall are not sallowed to go ex-
cept Sundays. In oraér’¥o take care of the 250 boardg-ﬁn
our poor cempus we cut off a corner in the basement of

Sage Hall, turned into e room 4 m. by 4.10 m. with 8 small
wincdow and a door and we called it e Soda-Fountain. The
place wes quite dard¢feven at noons of mid-summer days. It

could sccomodate 20 or 25 students &t most and was sur-

rounded by stairs leading to Elementary school on one sideﬁ
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and a cobblers shop on the other. e knew tiat the place
would not prove satisfactory but that was all we could then
do. We had to close it aown shortly after and this ended
the story until this year, snd after & good degl of dis-
cussions of committee meetings end sub-committee mz2etings
we were authorized to take two good adjacent private rooms
eand make them a nice soda-fountain; we were even allowed
to take a part of a corridor and use it as a kitchenette
for the place. DBetween the cloesing of the first and the
cpening of the new one we had all sorts of troubles. Ped-
dlers with their dirty food stuffs gathered at% the Prep
Gate and since the student had no other elternative they
rescrted to them. Even with the interference of the Po-
lice we could not drive them away, but now they are slow-
ly cleering off end we hope that by the end of this year
none would remain.

From the preceeding discussion one would see that
the nature of my work and the difficulties I meet in dis-
ciplining the students due to improper living conditions
which do not lend themselves to the development of the
spiritual, mental and physical lives of students made me
design a dorhitory building which lends itself to the

work we would like tc do. I admit thet the building I
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designed is not the ideal one and propably in twenty years
from now or even less, it may become as obsolete as the
existing buildings‘beéause one can not tell what would then
be required to meet the progressing social demands. Any
wey in designing this dormitory building 1 concentrated on
two phases only, the first that 1t should bte hygiehic and
the second it should cost the least possible. I did not
design it in such e way that it will come out as a piece
of ert, decorated and proportioned to the highest mathe-
matical scale, The different aspects of modern architec-
ture dealing with tone, mass, colour, proportion, scele
etc. were not entirely left eside, but the functionsl part
of architecture was the main one ccnsidered.

At the beginnirng I intedded to have e small comfort-
e&ble apartment, on the first floor, for & married teacher
tc live in. de and his family would be a sort of fatner
and mother to the 120 boaraders living in that building,
but later I changed tnis idea because it is beyond human
power for one father and mother to take care of such a big
family. 1 also interded to have a very large hall which
would be used as & restaurant, but that idea was s8lso dis-
carded because I believe that a restaurant with its kit-

chen is & source of trouble. The odor, rats and cockroaches
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which always go hand_%?dhand with e restaurant, even if the
best modern devices are used, would render the place a nui-
sance,

I confessed that this designed building is not the
ideal one from an educetional point of view., The ideal one
would be a small building consisting of two flats. The
lower one containing a nice big sitting room, a dining
room, a kitchen, an office and bed rooms. Here a married
teacher and his family will live, while the top floor would
consist of 4 bed rooms, each big enough for three students
and the necessary showers. These twelve students and the
married teacher would live as one family. The school would
then be consisting of these different smell units, or hos-
tels, each designed according to the ages of students and
e large central building would be designed, with its dif-
ferent pieces, to take care of all the extra carrieular ac-
tivities which ferm an importent part in the development of
the students. <Lhese different units af tois large build-
ing should te designed for reading, games cinama, handi-
craft work, restaurent, sode fcuntain, social getierniugs

etc., and they ought to be designed and placed in such a

way that one unit would not interfere with the other. This

scheme would nost a sum which would make the University
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authorities shiver and reject the idea all tcgether.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING I DESIGNED.

The building conesists of two floors and a small base-
ment, It 1s designed to accomodate seventy boarders and
enough rooms or pieces to take care of some of the differ-
ent extra carriculer activities required. The third floor

identical with the second, may be added.

BASEMENT :

Right under the geme room of the first floor two and
& half meters of earth are dug out and the plsce is divi-
ded into a luggage room, & room for the boiler and a
small room conteining two tollets and two showers. These
are needed for the people going about the first floor.
The showers may be used by the students gcing out of the
gymnasium room. The boller's room has one iron docor which
opens on the back yard of the school. It is completely
isclated from the bullding so as to minimige the daanger

of fire.

FIRST FLOOR:

A nice big porch wisieh will lead to the main en-

trance of the building. To the right of the entrance
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there is the door of the supervisors office. People ce-
siring to see the officer in charge do not have to go intc
the bullding. This office has another door which opens

to the inside of the building so that the supervisor may
go into the building and meke the necessary tours of ins-
pection. The furniture of this office should consist of
nice desks and a number of good easy chairs with a tele-
phone connected with the city.

Pacing tnls office is &nother room, which has an
entrance on the porch and on the building too. This room
is to be used as visitors room. Parents coming over to
see their boys and relatives of friends go into this vi-
sitors room and carry on the necessary conversation. As
conditions steand now, in our present dormitory building,
people coming out to see students ;gzg?blindly about the
building withoupﬁ§§pwing vhere to go. 1t isfﬁgfy plea-
sant to see harigéfgoing about the buildi ng and peeping
through dormitories looking for some one they want to see.
If they do find him after going all over tne building they
do not know where to go and talk to him. The dormitories
and privete rooms are not appropriate for parents to meet

their sons. This visitors room should look very attract-
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ive and should be well furnished as it reflects on the
school in general. An office boy should be always around
sco that he goes sbout the buildings and calls to the vi-
sitors room the desired person. At the same time the pa-
rents may drop in the office, which is across the porch,
interview the supervisor ana get sll the necessary inform-

ation and remarks concerniig their boy.

LIBRARY AND STACK ROOM:

Next to the visitors room there is the stack room
where all books, magezines, periodicals and newspapers ars
kept. This room is a part of the library. The library
is a lerge room, whose dimensions are put down on the
plan, which should teke between 30 mnd 4C students. It
haes a separate entrance so that the students may go in
and out without golng into the building. It has anotner
entrance opening on the corridor. At night students may
go down to 1t when all outer doors of the building are
closed. This librery room is designed in such a way that
all rpoms which are %o be used for certain noisy activi-

ties are quite far from it.

A JANITOR'S ROOM:

A janitor's room is very essentialy and should be
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placed as close to the entrance as possible so that the
janitor can watch and supervise all those going in and out
of the building. Theoratically it ought to be placed next
to the entrance, but the mere fact that tanis room is far
from being the best furnished one in the building, made

me oput it a bit out of the way. Moreover when such a room
is placed next to a libray it would add to the quiteness
of the place.

A SMOKING ROOM:

If I had to design such a building ten years ago I
would never have thought of designing a smoking room,
but present conditions warrant it. A good number of In-
sernstional College students who smoke,do it with the
knowledge of their parents. In as much as smoking is a
necessery evil and one can not make the smokers stop,
and in order not to have smoking allowed ell over the
building and especially in the bed rooms, & special room
is designed for that purpose. Smoking in any other place

besides the soda fountain will be prohibited.

GAME ROOM:
A game room is essentiel for the mental recreation

of the students. It should be equipped with all sorts of
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games such as chess, trick-track, dominos and many other
games, There is even enough room for two ping-pong tables
and one for billiara. This rooms is rigat across the sode
fountein so that a student may order a cup of coffee or

some ice cream while playing his games.

SODA-FCUNTAIN :

The importance of a place for & sodea fountain was
discussed previously. The plece should be carefully ins-
pected by the administration so as to mske sure that the
students get clean wholesome fooa at ressonable prices.

In designing the first floor I should have opened a door
between the office and the kitchenette of thés place for
two reasons. The first &and the most important one is that

th

o

supervisor, in the office may drop in and é&nspect

the cleanliness of the place at any time of the day, and
the second secondery one for ordering refreshments to his
official guests without heving to leave the place . The
place may be used for smell gatherings in the form of in-

formal receptions or soirées.

A WORK SHOP OR A HANDICRAFT ROOM:

The saying,"We learn by doing", is & correct one, and

when thinking, imagination and physical senses work in col-
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laboration the all round development of the students is
assured. Some of the simple handicraft works such as
wood carving, lece work, leather work were newly intro-
duced 1n cne of our buildings. We had to empty the lug-

gage room and use it for this purpose.

GYMNASIUM:

Although the American University of Beirut is well
kpown ell over the Arab World for its sports ana for en-
couraging the students to take part in one athletic acti-
vity or sncther, yet I do not know of & single place, all
over the campus, which was originally desighed for a gym-
nasium, Theklarge room on the second flcor of Bliss Hall,
which is now used as a class rcom for the engineering stu-
dents, was once used as a gymnasium.

I can not tell for what purpose this large space was
designed but I know 1t served as library, asuditorium, gym-
nesium, drawing room, dormitory and infirmary. As to what
it will be used in the future we have to weit and see.

This large room, on the first floor of my dormitory
building is especially designed for e gymnasium. It is
not big enough to asccomodate all the boarders, but it will

teke care of some who are not in the other units.

In the near future, the place may be used for dancing)
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tea perties or bridge tournaments.

- am AP e P s o m om e e ap e @D = -

The plsn of the first floor is missing three doors
which do not show due to & mistake on my part.
1. There must be a door between the kitchnette
of the soda-Fountain dnd the Office.
2. There should be & door to the right of the
staircase leading to the basement,.
3. There should be & door under the stazircase

leading to the back yard of the school.
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SECOND FLOOR:

The second floor consists of private rooms designed
for three students esch, a dormitory designed for six stu-
dents, one private room for one or two students, double
rooms for two supervisors, oprridors eand toilets and show-
ers.

PRIVATE ROOKS FOR THREE STUDENTS:

Each private room is six by 4.80 m. The reascn why
a private room is designed for three is educetional and
financiel. The educatiocnal reason is long and complicated
to be discussed here but the financial one is quite simple;
the cost of constructing a room for th ree is not 50% great-
er than constructing_one for 2 while 3 students actually
pay 50% more than 2. il

The room is maede 6 meters long,is based on the grounds
that every student needs 2 meters for his bed, table and
chair ascross the length of the room.

The cupboards are put in the wall because in the long
run it is cheaper and the room Looks tidy; students will
not have a chance to move them around and put them eny
where they want.

ONE PRIVATE ROOM FOR ONE OR TWO:

room
One private was designed for one or two

}for the fol-
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lowing reasons. First, the room being smaller will break

the long line along the eastern fagad=s of the bullding and

secondly we often get one cr two studembte—esme princes orsfude

coming from high femilies and parents insist that they
should be given private rooms by themselves.

The corridor is designed to be two meters wide but 1t
should have teen designed at least half a meter wider so
as to give more air and light to the building in general.
Every room has a transom above the door which is 50 cms.

high and these give enough light to the present corridor.

A DOBEMITORY FOR S1IX STUDENTS:

After e long experience with the boarders and ac-
coréing to some statistics I have, the students who come
to the Americean University of Beirut ask for private
rooms ancd they dc not like to stay in dormitories uunless
they do not have any other choice. The resson to that
is due tc the fact that the dormitories are very largs
and the most important one is that the fees of the Uni-
versity are high as compared with other fees arcund, and
in as much as & privats room costs 75 Syrian pounds per
year more than a dormitory, a student who can affurdjglﬂﬁy

high fee cean egsily pay this extra sum.
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The dormitory room is designed for six students,
while our present dormitories are designed for eight or
twelve students and some in the Upper Departmentes are de-
signed for 40, It has six cupboards put in the wall and
two doors. If the rush on private rooms Bhould continue,
and I have reasons to believe that it would, a partition
wall cen be put across end it will be turned into two pri-

vate rooms taking three students each.

DOUBLE ROOM FOR ZTACH SUPERVISOR:

Two double rooms are designed to each of the two su-
pervisors. One room 1is to be used es an office or as a
reception room, where the supervisor receives his students,
their parents if necessary and his frierds. It is not dig-
nified for a teacher of the Americen University to receive
any body in his bed room.

Between these double rooms for the two supervisors
there is a private toilet and a& private shower which open
on these rooms and have no connection what soever with the

corridor.

TCILET AND SHOWER ROOM:

Acccerding to schoold regulations one toilet and one

shower should be designed for 15 or 20 students. In my
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design I allowed five showers and 5 toilets for 62 students
Three urinals were installed but if it were left to me I
would not put up any. No matter whet care we take we can
not keep the place clean.

Between toilets and showers a double row of wash
stands will be installed with mirrors above.

The toilet eand shower room is put in & central place
sc that 1t has en access to the two corridors. It should

be equipped with an aespirator so as to maske the place as

hygienic as possible.
The dormitory and one of the private rooms which
face the toilet room across the corridor have a balcony

each and that would compenseate for their location.

-t e e e e S ms e e e e e e

The third floor is exactly identical with the first

and thet is why I did not show it ip the plan.

The shape of the buildi ng was chosen as such so that
an addition to it, for future requirements, such as big
halls for drematics or dancing or any thing of the scrt,

may be made and these would add to the symmetry of the

building.

-y M e am e G e e e e e e S e

The site for the building is chosen, as shown On
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The shape of the builldi ng was chosen as such so that
an addition to it, for future requirements, such as big
halls for drematics or dancing or any thing of the sort,

may be made and these would add to the symmetry of the

building.

The site for the building is chosen, as shown on
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on the loceation plan, in such a way that enough land is
available all around. Tennis courts, basket ball field
and gardens can be made. These and the different units
on the first floor take care of the extra carricular

gctivities of the students.

May 23, 1947

A. Kawwaf






	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026

