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- EROGBEET I ON

The first Auericen consular representstion in Lebencon wes

estabiished in cbout 1852 as & consular agency in Beirut.

Retations between the United Stetes and Lebenon incroosed
es & result of the ilnmigretion into fmorice of & great number
of Lebanese nationals, many of whou returned to their country

of origin after their neturalizetion as Americen citizens.

With the esteblishment of the Americen Mission in Beirut,
Americen missioneries and teachers in increesed numbers ceme to
Lebenon. Missions, schocls and hospitats were opened in various
cities in Lebancn end Syrie. Zhe Americen University of Beirut
was fcunded in 1867, which (woon becsame the intellectuel center

of all the Neer ocnd Middic East.

Economic end business relations between these twe countries
incrcascd graduelly. Lobenon wes in need of menufectured
goods while the United States neceded the raw materiasls pro-

duced in Lebenon and Syrie.

With the cexpansion of econcumic, business, cultural and
political reletions between the United Stetes and Lebanon, the
Consuler Agency was found to be inadequeate to represent the
United States. Iherefore, & Consulate was c¢steblished in
1850 in Beirut. It was raisecd tc & Consulate Generel in
gbout 1905, and following the recognition of the Independence

of Lebencn it was ralsed to ¢ Legetion on November 17, 1942,

"&G -



As & result of the establishment of diplometic ropresenta-
tion’Offices of Military end Navel Attaches were added to the
Legation. A new department, the Office of War Informsticn, which
was lateﬁgn celled the United Stetes Information Service, was
established during the war for the purpose of furnishing true
information and establishing better undorstanding between the

peoples of Lebsnon and America.

It hes been impossible to ascertein the location of the
consular premisses from 185V to 1896. Froam 1896 to 1905, the
Censulate General was in the Bassoul Building, next to the Ameri-
can University Hospital. In 1905 the Consulate General was
transfeorred to the first story of the Omar Bey Daocuk!s bullding
et Rue Georges Plcot. Thereafter it was transferred to the
Mizher building st Rue Abdeli Keder. On Juiy 1, 1936 the
Shoucair building a2t Rue de ltAmérique was rented for the Con-
sulate General, This bullding was later on found to be in-
sufficient to quarter the increasing number of the Legaticn's

persomnel. Therefore, the Basscul Building was again rented.

At present this building is used by the Legation proper and
the Consuler Section of the Legation. The Commercisl Section
has its offices in & separsate building oppbsite the Legation.
The Offices of the MilLitary end Naval Atteches are in the
former American Consulete Genersl building at Rue de 1l'Amérique,
whereas the United States Information Service has its gquartcers

at the Omer Boy Dasoukts building &t Rue Georges Picot.

_Freurthe
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From the foregoing it will be seen that the present Legetion
building is not sufficient to provide space for the various
scctions of the Legation which are now quartered in four different
buildings. Therefore, there is an urgent need for an adequate
Legatian building to quarter-sll of the above depertments, which,
it is believe?)wiLl further incrcase in persomnel in proportion
to the growing of commerciel, economic and politicel iuportance

ocf the State of Lebanon.

With these points in wmind, the ﬁﬁﬁaqgigned nes prepared
the atteched plen for & Legetion with the hope that it will be

sufficient to meet the requirements of the Aumerican Legstlion.



" 55 I T:H

In sclecting & site for the construction of the Legation
building, consideration should be given tc the following points:

)

l. It should be situeted in onc of the best locations
cf the city;

2. It must be near the Americen esteblishments - The
wericen University, the Amcrican Hospitel end the Americsan
Junior Cocllege;

3. It should not be fer from the mein roed or the tram-
wey line, sc as to be casily eccessible tc the public.

The grouvnds of the present Legation querters fulfills the
ebove requircments, but it is not large encugh to provide for a
garden eround the building, which may alsc be used for receptions

during the suwmer scaschie.

Therefore, the ecuthor suggests & place near the Junior
College towasrds the Rue Bliss. The lands at this lccation are
ccupsratively ghegp end fulfill the above requirements., A
rectangular ground 120 x 77 moters with its 120 M. side on the
mein road hes been chosen for this construction, Its total
eree is 9240 squarc meters of which 1160 square meters will be
used for the building end the belence for the Minister's ville,

gerdens end roeds,

The construction ¢f such & building in this quarter mey be
the sterting point of en expansion of the city of Belrut towards
the South West., In case this expension 1s cerried cut according
to geod teown plenning schemes, this part wey scon becoume en
ultra modern section of the city of Beirut, say the New Beirut.

5.



BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

The following ere the mein divisions of the Legetion, to
each ¢f which space has boen eillcecated in the building eccord-
ing to its iuportence and convenience to its reletion with the
public.

1. The Legation

2. Consular Section

3. Commercisasl Section

4. The Office of the Military Attache
b. The Office of the Nevel Atteche

6. United States Informaticn Service
7. Service quarters.

The building has three stcries. The ground flcoor will beo

used &s service quuarters. It includes the gareges, querters
[ \

B Y

for Cevasses/end guards and store rcoms. The first end second

—— IS

flocrs will be used by the gabove menticned six secticns of the

Legetion,

Since the ground ls sioping towerds the scuth, the building
will be seen &s having two flcors from the front, and three
flcors from the beck. The ground floor will therefore have its

entrence only froa the back.



TYPE OF BUILDING, LOCATION OF DIFFERENT SECTICNS

AND SUBDIVISICN OF LAND

1The constructicn of L or the U type are most suiteble for
cfficiel buildings. The L type is unsyumetrical wherees the U

type is symmetricel ercund & centrel axis.

Sincoe syumetry gives en effect of belance to the wmedium
cbserver, the U type has been selected. The building will,
therefore, heve two wings cach 21 meters long, jcined by a

centrel part 40 meters long.

A. FIRST FLOOR

The Legation preper hes been placed in the central part cf
the building since this is the best pert. It will occupy the

first filoor eand the right half of the second floor.

The Consular Secticn is located in the left wing, while the

right wing is set for the Coummercial Section.
B. SECOND FLOOR

The Office of the Militery Attache hes been pleced in the

left wing, having next to it the 0Office of the Neval Attache.

The spartment for guests is located Just to the left cf the
Hell.
The receptiocn querters occupy the right half cf the centrel

pert of the building, end the United Stetes Informetion Service

AlAs,

will occupy the left wing.



It is obviocus from the distributicn of the ebeve various
depertuents that four different entrances are requircd.

The wain entrance at the center of the building will be
used as entrance for the Legaticn proper. It is mede socmewhat
monuuentel and therefore becowmes the point of attrection of the
building. It consists of & x 9 meters reised pletform pro-
Jecting cut from the building, rceched from three sides by mesans
of 8 steps. This platform has 3 asrches end the covered top

serves &s & verands for the second floor.

At the beck of these three erches, 3 docrs of 1.80 x 3.00 M.
open into & central big hall which connects the twe sides c¢f the

building end the two flcors together.

A lerge central stairway 2 meters wide conmeccts the first
floor to the second floor end ends in & hall. The central part
has 13 steps. Thereafter it is divided intc two parts end comes
to the hall by means of two flights, 1.60 M. wide. A wooden
belustrade gives a neater appeerance tc the whole in generel.
Under this centrel stairwey, & second one sterting from the
scuth goes down to the ground ficor, which is used orly by the

scrvice.

A second entrence in the middle of the left wing will be
used by the Consvler Sccticn. It is 3 meters wige, has 8 steps,
\ =it g
end the landing at which it ends is 2 x 3 m. The two sides wilil

have stone made balustredes 70 cm. high end 4U cm. thick.

By_meens
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'By uweans of large door 2 x 3 m. we enter into & hall which
will be used &s waiting roow for the Consular Scction. At the
beck of this hall we have & steircase which leceds to the Offices
of the Military end Naval Atteaches on the second flcor.

The right wing will have en cntrence, symmetrical to the
second, which will be used by the,ﬁ; Se I:“S;fand the Commerciel

Secticn.

The fourth entrence will be from the back of the building

end will be used only by those connccted with the service.

With these divisicons end entrances in mind, the ground has

been arrenged so as to fit its purpose.

A centrel road, 8 meters wide, leads from the main roed up
to the mein entrance. Two sido rouds, 6 meters wide egch, lead
tc the Commerciel and Consular Sections, respectively. +they

meet at the back of the bullding near the gereages.

Iin frent of the building en eight meters wide roed jJjeins

the first three, thus completing the circle cround the Legation.

On ccceasions of important officiel recepticns, the following
circulation mey be preacticed:

All cers will come from the central roed, leave their
cccupants near the mein entrance &nd then teke their right and
returning frem the back yerd stop in front of the Consuler
Section. This will provide efficient circulation and thus

prevent practically a&ll posslibility of eccidents.
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The rest of the ground is to be divided as shown on

generel location plan No. 8.

The two front gerdens will have small circuler sections
et their centers covered with gress, forming the United Stetes

Eagle.

The west peart of the grounds will be used for gerden parties.
1t is divided intc three peaerts, 2 circular and 1 oval, each
heving & poocl &t the center, end surrcunded by perigoles covered
with green plents. These wlll beeautify the gardens and con-

tribute greatiy to the success of the parties given.

At the eastern corner spece is provided for the coenstruction
cof the future ville for the Minister, the cutline of which is
shown on plan nce. 8. This building will have twe floors; the
first for reception and service quarters, while the sedond

for sleeping querters.
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INTERIOR SUBDIVISIONS

DISPOSITION OF VARIQUS SECTIONS

The central hell divides the middie pert of the building
intc twe sections., A similsr hell placed in the middle cf
each wing, divides the lattor intec twe parts. ‘hese wings and
the centrel section of the building ere connected by means of
three corridors. Yhe first is in the central part, 2.60 m.

wide, while the others situated in the wings are 1.80 M.

The second floor is comi:ected to the first by means of
three staircasces. <The msin staircase starts from the main hell
of the Legetion quarters and enters the Hail, next to the large
reception hall., As stated before it will be used during recep-
tions and equally by occasicnel guests who, as it wilil be
explained later, will have their slecping quaerters eest of
the hall. The second staircaese, located in the east wing,
sterts from the beck of the waliting hell, in the consular
section, and in two flights reasches the second fioor. It will

serve the offices of the Military and Navel Attaeches.

The third staircese, similer to the scconéd, is located
ir the west wing, and starts &lso fram the back of the hall.

It will serve the U. S. 1. S.

———
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FIRST FLOOR

I. LEGATION QUARTERS.

Eleven rooms ere necessary to accomodate the personnel
of this section.
1., Office ¢f the Minister
2. Office cf the Ministert's clerk
3. Reception room for the Miniater
4., Office of the First Secretary end Consul
5. Office of the Second Secretary and Consul
6. Office of the Third Secretery and Vice Consul
7. Office for 2 cierks cof the 1lst and 2nd Secreteries
8. Office of the Interpreter
9. Office for an additicnal Third Sccretary
10. Lerge recepticn rcom
1l. Service.
These rooms have been pleced to the right end to the left
cf the hell, cere being teken to plece together those offices

which &re related to each othere.

1lhe left of the hall hes been chosen for the Ministert's

office, while thc¢ right side for the Secreteriecs and Consuls,

The Miristerts office is ¢cn the corner end cpens intc the
verende. Just to its right is the office of his private
secretary. The Minister's rceceptiocn rocu is close to the hall
end actuwelly opens inte it. All visitors are teken to the
reception room end the Minister enters it directly through the

shert corridor which links his office with the reception rcom.

On the other side of the corridor there ere the offices
cf the additionel Third Secretary and the Interpreter and the

nn”, -

kitchenoctte. he Ipjterpretert's office has been placed elmost

wctpoer
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in front of the Minister's office since he is elways called for
by the Minister to act as transietor end introduce officiel
gucsts. The sdditional third secreteryt's office has been

pleced near thet of the interpreter.

A mcdern kitchenette with gll nccessary accomodations for
quick service has been placed opposite the reception room end
will serve to preptre drinks for the Minister's guests as well
es be used by the personnel of the Legetion. A full plen of

the kitehenette may be seen on pege 14 .

O the west side of the hell and on the front pert there
eare the offices of the first and second secreteries. Upposite
these and next to the hell therd ere the offices of the third

secretary and the room for twe clerks.

1he telephene switchboerd is pleced &t the right corner of
the centrel pert. It 1s divided intc two sections, 6ne serving
the civilian part of the Legetion and the other the militery

and naval attaches.

A meiling office, with two similer pertiticns, civil end

militery, is placed opposite the teiephone switchboerd rcom.

The reception haeldl hes beer placed on the second floor
to the west of the hall. It will be used for cofficiel recepticns
end bells. It has threc docrs, two on the east opening into
the hall, and the third on the west, opening inte the corridor.
It extends toc the full width of the building end is 9.60 m.
wide, 12.90 m. long and 6.0U me. high. It hes 9 windows, 4 on
the
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the front and five overlocking the beck yard.

This hall is covered by concrete boams and girders dividing
the ceiling into 12 rectanguler penels. Lighting is provided
with lamps put &t the center of each of these penels. Four big
lustres will be put as shown on the drewing, page nc. 156,
while smell lewmps are installed on the wells, which by mesans

cf indirect lighting will besutify the heall.

Inorder to meke receptions and parties & success, it is
necessary to have a good scervice. Althcocugh the kitchenette
on the first floor mey be used for this purpcse, it willl not
give satisfaction because of its distance from the rcception
nells Therefore an additicnal kitchenette has been placed to

the west of this halle.

Twe tceilets have been pleced to the west side, cme for

ladies and the other for gentiemen.
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iT. CONSULAR SECTION.

This section will occupy the left wing and will accomodete
the following:
A. Pessport and Protection Section:
1. Office of the Consul or Vice Consul
2. O0Office for two peassport clerks
3. Office for ono edditional clerk,
B. Visa Section:
l. Office of the Vice Consul
2. 0Office for two visa clerks
3, Office for one additvionel clerk.
The northern side of the wing will be used by the visa and

the southern by the passport sections.

The Vice Consul in cherge of visas hes his office in the
corner room, haeving on its western end southern sides, the twe

rooms of the vise clerks.

The Consul or Vice Consul in charge of passport and protection
work has his office on the south east corner of the wing. Upposlte

to his office are the rooms for the clerks.

The central hall will be used as waiting room for the public

who ca&ll at the Consuler Section for passport or visa scrvicese.

. COMMERCIAL SECTIUN.

H
=
i

This secticn has been placed in the western wing and hes

the following offices:
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l. Office of the Commcrciel Attsche

2. O0ffice of the Agsistunt Coumerciacl Attache

3. Office of the secretary toc the Commersial Jtteche

4, Office for twoe cammerciasl clerks

5. Office for two additicnal clerks and typists

6., File room

7. Waiting rcom.

This wing 1s rather similer to the eaestern wing. The
entrance is the ssme and the hell, situsted in the middle of

the wing, will likewise be used s waiting rocm.

The nortih western rcom has been assigned tec the Commercial
Attache because it is the best a&s to pesition and size. The
room next to the hall has veen given to the cleork ¢f the Com-
werciel Attache. Thetwo clerks, whose work is meinly connected
with that of the Commercial Attache, are placed in the rocom to

the east of the latter's office.

The south west corner room nes been chosen &s the cffice
of the Assistant Commercisl Attache. To its front and on the
oast the office for two asdditionsl clerks and the filr room

have been pleced.
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SECOND FLOOR

I. The Office of the Military Attache:

The following rcoms in the ce¢ast wing are set aside for

the Office of the Militery Attache.

1. Office of the Military Attache

2. Office of the Assistant Military Attache

3. Office of the Sccond Agsistent Militery Attacho

4, Office of the Ordinance Officer

5. Office for two clerks

6. Code &nd file rocm

7. Phetogrephy rcom.

The north castern room hes been reserved for the Militery
Atteche. On its west he has the office of his secretery and
on the scuth the cocffice of his crdinence officer. These three

rocums have been placed next to each other beceuse of the rclated

nature of the dutics of the occupants.

The First Agsistent Military Attache's office is situsted
next to thet of the Ordinence Officerts, whereas the Second
Assistant Military Attache has his office on the east side of

thie staircase.

The photography rocm has been placed in the south east
corner. It has & small dark room to its west. This latter,
as its neme iuplies, should have nc window. However, & window
heg been left for this room becemse of the following consideraticns.
First, the derk room being constantly filled with acid vepours,
needs better ventilation. Sccond, since we heve & simila
window on the first flcor, it would not be logical to close

the



the corresponding window con the sccond floor. "In case of
omission cof this window, the hermeny and balence of the

building would be lost.

The coede end filing room has been placed cn the south

west corner, next to the dark room.
Lz. The O0ffice of the Neval Atteche.

This sectiocn which is closcly rels&ted to the Office of
the Militery Attache has been placed at the west of the latter,
id has the following:

l. Office of the Naval Attache

2, Office of the Assistant Naval Atteche

3. Office of the Chief and one clerk.

The offices of the Naval Attache and that of the Agsistant
Neval Attaeche are placed in the front paert of the building,
whereas the office of the Chief and cone clerk te the south
of the corridor,.

The room to the west of the office of the Agsistant Neval
Attache mey be used as an accounting office to serve beth the

Offices of the Military and Neval Attaches.
III. GUEST APARTMENT

The Legeation often receives official guests - Consuls,
Vice Consuls and couriers = who &t present are sccomodated
in the hotels. In order to provide adequate querters for
those guests, & special guest apertument has been arranged
to the east of the halle It is couposed of two sleeping rooms

with
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with & modern bath room. One of the sleeping rooms will be
onn the north, while the second on the scuth, having toc its

east the bath roou.

Each sleeping room will have & bed, & night teble, &
cupboerd, & desk and & bock case. A door seperates this
apertment from the office ¢f the Naval Attache. Should some-
one want to pass to the reception hall, he may pess through the

corridor of the guest apartment.
IV. THE UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE.

This department was established during the last wer, meinly
for the purpose of improving the sociel and ¢thltural PFelations

between the United States and Lebanon.

The mein subdivisions of this department ere as follows:

1. Office of the Director of the U.S.I.S.

2. Office ¢f the Assistant Director

3« Office of the Second Assistant . Director

4. Orfice for two cierks

5. Distributing office

6. Photograph snd duplicetor office

7. Radio receptiocn rocm.

the north east corner rocm has been essigned te the Dircctor.
The rcoom to its east just opposite toc the steircese is given to
his secretary. The distributing cffice is pleced tc the scuth

near the stairs so &s to be easily accessible to the pubiic.

The Assistent Director's office is on the south of the
distributing office, with photograph end duplicetér rooms té

its east and the radio recepticn room to its south. The letter

. two
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two rooms have been placed there because they have practically

no releticn with the public.
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GROUND FLOOR

Only the central pert of the ground fioor hes been used
for the service quarters, garsges and store rooms. The rest

of this floor hes been filiecd with earth.

As stated before, the entreance te the ground floor is from
the south and the windows pleced ere only on the scuth wall,
the front part being closecd. This entrsnce opens intc a small
hell from which & staircase leads up to the first floor.

Un the west of this hall there are the garages, on the
east the rooms for the Cevasses and guards, snd on the north
and north east the store roams. The letter have no window
openings to the ocutside; thercfore, in corder to provide suf-
ficient light and proper ventilation, their interior walls
heve been wede 60 centimeters shorter and the open part is

grilled with iron bars.

one of these two store rooms is 5.30 x 7.60 meters, end
the other 8.40 x 2.80 meters., DBetween them there is & speciel
rocm where the ceabinets containing confidential dccuments of

the Legation ere kept.

The rocus for the Cavasses and guards lock towards the
south. They ere secparated by & tcilet. The first room will
accomodate two or three men, while the second willi be uscd

by two guerds, one of whom is always on duty.

e,
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ihe gerage is 12 x 14 meters end uey eccoumcdete very easily
8 to 9 cars. Its entrence door is 2.50 meters high and 4.50 meters
wide, providing encugh space for sny car tc¢ enter. An inner
door opens intc the small hell, so thet those who perk their cars
in the gerage and desire to enter the first ficor may pass to
the hell from this door, &nd through the staircese reach the

first fioor without being obliged to leave the building.
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QUTSIDE APPEARANCE OF THE BUILDING

Architectural Details, VYecorations and Construction

As stated before the building appears to have only two
floors when seen from its front. The first flcoor is 1.40 meters

gbove the ground and is resched by eight steps.

The main entrence, with U shape steps, is situated at the

center of the building.

The first floor wings have twc verandes. On the second floor
and over these versandas, there sre two large balconies covered
with coclored translucid glass. Lhis improves greatliy the out-

side eppearance cf the building.

The first end second floors are each 5 meters high, except
the recepticn roocu, which has & height of 6 metérs. There fore
there will be & non-continuous sisb which, if seen from outside,
will meke the building unbelenced end reduce its architectural
velue to prectically nil. Ceare has been taken to improve this
unavoidable irregularity, and the following sclution hes been
found.

The two side wings will have & small parapet well 0.30
meter highe. Their height will therdfore be 11.70 m. &bove the
ground. The two sides of the centrel heall will have & high
parapet wiail of 1,30 meters, which will hide the irpcguleritices

of the reception room.

The
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The centreal hall or the staircase room is made one
meter higher then the two sides. 1Its toetel height is thore-
fore.l4.bo meters ebove the ground. The height of the build-
ing graduslly increased from the two sides up to the center,

and thus & certain vertical effoect is produced.

The windows of the twe floors have been combined by
meens of verticael recessed parts, which improve the appeersance
of the building. On the detail drawing, page g7 cne set

of windows 1is showne

On top of every set we heve a decoration s it is shown
on the detail drawing. These heve been put not only to meke
the building more attractive, but to meke it cowmpatible with
the country in which it is built. It is netural to expect
that all officiel buildings should more or less refiect
the architecture of the country, ctherwlise they will look
cut of place. FYor this reason the Phoenician decoretion has
been seilccted. The same deccration has slso been used over

the arches on the main centrel entrance.

The outside walls arce wede of good yeilow limestone,
40 cm. thick and left in rough sheape. Over the parepet
walls there is & cornice of 15 cm. thick made of polished

stones which will contrast with the lower rcugh stones.

The spece between the sets of windows of tho first end
second floors is mede of smﬁthffinishcd stoenes (Nehite). How-
ever, the keystone of the windows is left rough thus giving

enother contraste
At
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At the center of the building the United States Ensignis
is cerefully cerved with a‘fine finish. It is 1.50 m. in
dismeter, and on its outside pert there is a 10 cum. thick
ring projecting out, likewlise finely finished. The rest will
be left rough which will prceduce enother contrast end further

beautify the building.

The outside walls under the first flcocor are 50 cm. thick,
with & 10 cme. outside prcjection. <+hey are mede in polygonel
masonry, with the same kind of yellow limestone and contrast
with the rest of the walils which are of ashler mesonry in

regular courscse.

Ag the limestone is generally 26-25 cm. thick, the rest
of the wall will have to be filled to meke 40 cm. thick in
ell. ihe wells at the windows and doors being cilly 20U cum.

thick, the internsl filling is nct necessary.

lThe interior comstruction is made with beams supported
by coluwans. Similer beams on top of the outside walls connect
the cxternal wells te the internal structure, thus coabining

ell intoe one solid piece.

The inside wells ere built of 20 cme. cement blocks, and
the light partitions of 12 centimeters thick biocks. However,
the walls of the bat¥gocm‘in the guest apartment willi heve to
be built of bricks, because of their being good insulator of

heat.
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TAZ UNITED STATES EAGLE TO BE CARVED OW TH® ®RONT,



CONCLUSICN.

From the foregoing explenations, discussions and plans
the Legation building may be considerced to be satisfectory
both from erchitecturel end functionel point of views.
However, it is probeble thet objection may be made that
care hes not been given to the econcmic side. In this con-
nection consideretion should be given t§ the fect that the
United States is the wealthicst nation of the world which is
spending greet swas of money for the meintenance cf its:
prestige and reiative position cmong cother nations, even
in meny ceases by lending money to cother governuments. Lhere-
fore, the spending cf & few hundred thousand dollars more
on the construction of & Legation building in Lebenon
compatible with its prestige end granéaf may very well be
justified. <‘urthermorc, the construction of such a Legation
building in Beirut wiii wmenifest the interest that the
Government of the United Stetes takes in Lobanon and the
lwportance it sttaches to its dipiomatic representation

in foreign countries.
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