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PREPAGCE

The social position of the Alumni in Beirut is becoming prominent

yoear after ysar, Their number is incessantly increesing. The positions
its members are assuming are’growing in importance, They eare sterting to
feel a cortain political significence, The feeling that the Alumni Asso-
ciation is & political forcece in the country is wids spresad.

It is certainly necessary for thom to &ct as such., PFull under-
standing should prevail among members, Their etfforts should bé coordinsted
in such & way as to enable them to act more eftfectively towards the promo-
tiorn of their specifisd ends, This will undoubtedily give each one more
strength and powser.

Here, and for the purpose of gatuering the Alumni eround a
nucleus, the idsa oi erecting & celub-house emerged,

A club sesmed to be the only solution to their problem, In this
club members could mseet during their leisure time for some in-door or out-
door games depending on the scason., Hers in tnis club they can meet to
do serious work of a social, intellectual, and political interest.

The social work will consist in the effort to create more intimegy
between members and to help make good contacts witn personalities either
in the Arab world or abroad. The c¢ludb will help in tne refinement of its
members and will perpetuate tne friendship the s=0lid roots 0f wnich grew
in the University. The club would be the meeting place of €11 the communi-
ty, and from it will radiate evenings, invitations, and other activities
of different kinds that will teke place eitner irn the club itselt or in
housss of members,

The intellectual work will consist of & variety of lectures from
eminent visitors or members of the club who may have someé interesting

ideas wnicn they maey 1like to share witn the members of the club,



Let me add in outline other itoms wrich may fall under the intel-
lectual activity:
(1) Discussion groups
() Library
(3) A Revisw or any form of publicetion.
The political work, if msentioned last, is certainly not leest,
specially in tnis ecountry and in tne few years to come, Who cen claim
to be more qualified to lead in thoe poilisiecal life of thne country than
this fine elite ot honest men who derive tneir enthusicsm end inspiretion
trom vnsir Alma-latar.
I snould say that a greatv deal of good to the country can result
from tuis group united, In tne hope that this club will be soon realized,

I expeet toat the following peages will be resd with interest,



LOCATION OF THE CLUB

Tho plans for the club are mede for the parcel of land shown on
Plan lio. 1, It is part of the grounds of the University. This percel is
on the Rue Abdul-Aziz behind the hospital, This land is now used by the
&30,

The gqueéstion arises why this piece was chosent 1Is it the bests

This parcel is already occupied by the A,7.C. which ig to be the
future Alumni Club., Ttis location is near a tramway station and yet far
enough from the mair street and its tumult, It hes these sdvanteges,
ot forgetting the most important one; the lend ie &lmost in hend., Other-
wise the land wouli have to ba purchesed ~ which is finaneially impossible,

But here we should insert a word as to the most desirable loestion
of the club were we given a perfectly free choice on the subject,

As we all know the high tide of activity in Beirut is during
Spring and Autumn, In Summer the majority of the Alumni are in the moun-
tains, &nd in Winter, i.e, during the bad weather and rainy seeson the
sctivitios here in Beirut dwindle mway. Spring snd Autumn are both see-
sons for swimming, So the best location would be somewhere on the see
shore where the club could arrange for swimming conveniences,

Bearing this in mind and hoping thet such & place will be aveil-
able, we proceed in our design on the basis of the locality mertioned
ebove, if the percel is changed then we will hsve to study what altera-

tions should be made in our design,

MAIN IDsSA

The eclub should be designed considering the number of people who

are expectod to be memboers, The members count now ebout fifty of both



sexes, During the club life the members are not expected to execeed 120
men &nd 80 ledies,

So we should bsar in mind thet we should have at leest a common
room or loange of sufficient size to aceomodate comfortebly the greatest
number of members and éuests ever likely to be present at the club at
one time, This room should be well decorated end should be furnished in
& dignifisd menner,

There should be & library, enough bedrooms to meet the needs of
the members who may wish to stop overnight at the club or to put up &
friend, and usually most important of all, a jining room served by &
well-plannad and well-ogquipped kitchen.

In 2ll, we may regard the Club as & smell hotel for the use of
membors only with fow or many added festures, It should be precticel in

plan and equipment, pleasant, substarntial and dignified,

REQUIRBMENTS

A set of requirements wes recommended by the A,T,C. Committee,

After several conferences with the committee and Protfessor Yeremian the
following items were agreed upon as being the finel requirements for the
design,

(1) Reguired a reception room, an assembly hell and & dining

room, theso three units should be seperate if the budget would

allow, Things being as they are, and desiring to meke the club

& financial proposition it wes decided to make both the Dining

Room &nd Salon serve as one big hall when need arises,

An arrangement for a stage to be used by & lecturer or &n

orchestra was agreed upon and annoxei as shown in plan,



(2)

Indoor gemes - It was agreed thet the club would contain

& Bowling Room, a Billiard and & P. Pong Room.

(3)
(4)

(8)

A Library - which would serve as & cormittee meeting room.

An pffice.

Card Room,

Accomodation for ten beds, i,e, five sleeping rooms.

Showers and lockers for Men.

Showers end lockers for Lasiies.

I am taking the liberty of making certain repetitions by putting

these requirements under another form, I am going to put them &s they

were fitted in the design with respect to floors.,

(L)

(2)

Main floor

a)
b)
bl

c)

3alon,

Committee Room,

Sitting Room.

0ffice,

Vestibule,

P. Pong and Billiasrd Room.
Showers and lockers for ladies,
Toilet for men,

Kitechen,

Maids' room.

Bell boy stand end informetiorn desk,

Second floor

Hall,

Card Room,

Terrace - open dencing plece,
5 sleeping rooms,

moilet room for laiies,
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f) ™Toilet room for men,
g) Kitchenette.
(3) Bassment
a) Bowling room,
b) Showers and lockers for men,
¢) Boiler room.
d) Junitors room,
@) Puel room,
f) Food room,
g) Junk room,
(4) Provision for future enlargment of the placse.
This can be made possible by covering the terrace of the second
floor making it &s &n assembly hall, then by doubling the bedrooms on the
third floor and using the slab spsce above the hell, card room, end

assembly as a terraco,

This will be practically doubling the building in size and

accomodations,
DESIGH
* llow that we heve agreed on the principles thet are to govern our

design as & whols, let us take the parts of the building one by one &né
discuss their dimensions, The maximum number thet is ever 1likely to be
in the elub for a public meeting, & lecture or & ball will not exceed, &s

we said, previously the number of 120 men ard 80 leiiss.,

Loange - Main Hall., The question of main hell did not prove very

easy. The question was whether the building would contain a hall, a salon,



and a dining room, or, whether the salon and dining room could be combined
in such & way &s to open to one hall to be used whenever the occesion
srises, Such occasions being rare all through the yeer it wes fourd too
expensive to devote a hell for them, The decision is to fit in the design
the dining room &and the salon in such & way thet they could be used as

oneé unit in case of noecd, The size of these two units when opened on each
other would be 7 x 16" = not considering the stage, A row of seven meters
will contain five cheirs on each side leaving &n &lley of one meter in
between, If the spacing between rows is 70cm. we can put 20 rows &nd
leave one meter before the stage and then 100cm, free for the entry from
the vestibule, It will hold in this manner 200 porsorns, If squeegzed &
little bit it would contain 240 to 260 persons, which is the meaximum
number of members and guests that is ever likely to be found in thé club
at one time., In more extreme cases, &s publiec lectures, Wost Hall Audit-

orium may be used for the purpose,

Dining Room. Our dining room proper is meant to cont&in 24 persons

for dinnsr in an ample manner., (See sketeh No, 2)., If it is arranged
properly for a banqguet and a U-Sheped table set, it would contaln 46
persons as shown in Sketeh No, 3.

We should remark that in case of need we cen combine the 4ining
room and salon to form & big dining room which would contain 64 persons
in &an ample manner and about 120 persons if arranged for & banguet, For

a "buffet froid" 200-280 could be aceomoiated,

Salon. Considering the salon as & unit by iteelf, it will contasin
60 persons normally, If it is needed it could contain up to one hundred.

The salon is going to be riechly furnieshod ani psved with parquet, Belts



of coloured marble 120cm, high will decorate its walls. Its colours will
be proper and dignifiead, Light will be 3diffused not direet, Tt also
will have a good glass area to the esst which will meke it more

As 1t was previopusly stated, the interior decorstion of this s&lon
and otner main parts is very essential to make it & first-class place,
attractive and pleasant., Or elee the plece would be only one more rleace

in Beirut and will not certainly have the success desired for 16,

Card Room. The card room will hold 6 tebles of bridge in an smple
manner, Tightly 9 tables could be accomodated, In case of & bridge
tournement the hall in the second floor could &lso be utilized end will
hold also 9 to 10 other tables, meking in 211 18 to 20 tables which is
the largest number of bridge players thet is ever likely to be there at
one time,

A combination of loud-speakers connecting the D,R,, Salon, &ni
Terrace ean be installed at will to meke it poseible for &n orchestrs or
& speaker to be audible in 811 three pleces on specisl occasions, This
arrangement would enable double the amount of rérescns mentioned above to

enjoy & speech or e rErty,

Showers and Lockers, The arrangement made in the toilet room is

to hold eighty lockers whose base is 30cm x 30em and height is 75cm, The
lockers will be arranged in a dsuble row, one on top of the other. The
room contains four showers end two tollet seats,

As for the tollet room for men, it will hold 130 lockers, four
showers and two toilet seats ani two urinels,

For these 2lso the meximum number t5 be attained is ecelculs tea,

If there is an increase two Pérsons could use the same locker,



Bowling Room. PFor the dimensions of the bowling room refer to
the Architectural Graphic standeri by Remsey &nd Sleeper, MThese dimen-
sions in the design are taken from this book.

A point worth mentioning is the isolation of the bowling elleys
from the building st that the vibraetions caused by the ball when it rolls
will not disturb all the floors., For this reason the alleys and pit ere
going to be constructed separately on & layer of sand., This layer will
act as an absorber to the vibration, Also a curtain well, separating
the main wall of the building from the pit so &s to prevent the ball from
striking the wall, will be erected., The concrete leid on the send to
constitute the floor will be divided into blocks of 30cm x 30cm, Over
these blocks comes the perquet of the alleys. By so doirng, Bowling will

not disturb the whole buildiing es is the case in West Hell,

Bed Rooms, The bedroom will contain twin beds, tne width of each

bed being 100em, A space of 90ecm, will be left to make room for & stend
and a passege, This woulld make the width of the room 290em, Remembering
that these rooms are made for members who intend to stay only & few deys

or perhaps one night, the size of the room &s it is made is justified,

Stand for Information., A stand for information ard & telephone

room will be placed under the stairs, Also switches for telophones in
the rooms and in the second floor will be put in proper pleces. A sub-
sidiary telephone in the second floor will be made transferable ts rooms
according to its ne2ed. An information desk, guick and easy telephore
communications add very much to the comfort ani luxury of the rlace, If
experience proves that the 'phones &re necessary the wires are already

fixed only recceivers are to be installed,
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Coat Room. For the accomddation of coats see sketeh No, V., Their
rlacs, ag is shown on the plan, consists of the two corners to the left
and to the right of the main entrance door, The third corner of the
vestibule adjacent to the library and selon will heve & corner sofa for
people to sit and wait, in case they are not members of the club, and
they nsed someone from the members, The two corners 2re enough, bearing

in mind that the &sctivities are not at their climex in reiny deys,

Toilet Rooms, A toilet room is provided for ladies in the soecond

floor where they can 4o their make-up and if necessary heve & chat. This

room is necessary, s2 that & ledy needs not come down from the second
floor if she wanted to look into & miror,

Toilet rooms for men are plasced in main end second floors.

Sitting Room. The sitting room joining the ladies toilet room

to the salon is a very necessary part of the builiing because it hes many
functions, Mombers who have been pleying &and do not feel ir sheps to
enter the salon, sither because of their drsss or becsuse they d4id not
shave Oor for eany other reason, would use it as & sitting room. ILedies
will use it as waiting room in case showers are full, A small group
seeking privacy could retire to it., It might be used also at night as

a smoking room. A tabls of bridge might be put up in this room in cese
it is needed., This room seems to be very practical &nd convenient for

various purposes,

BARS.
" Main Bar is placed between the kitchen &nd the dining room.

The bar should be clean and attraetive, It is easily accessible from

all sides,
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Auxilisery Bar is up in the second floor which will be open

when there is a party or crowd in the second floor, This ber will serve
the hall, card room and terrace, because these are not easily accessible

to service from the main one,

Library. This is the nucleus of the intelleetual setivity. It
should be mainly devoted to books published by graduetes of the Univercity
ani some journels &nd magazines, I made the restriction because i1 we

do not heve this restrietion any library will be too small, Besides

there is no need for a gzeneral library since Alumni may have'access to

the main library of the Univoersity. Having the publications of our
graduates would acqueint us with books we ought to read and would give

us an idea as to what our group has accomplished and as to whe t remains

to be dona,

ARCHITECTURAL EFFECT

The club should have a pleesant ard dignified externsl appearance,
g0 as to attract those Alumni who would be tempted to Jjoin only on account
of the attractive architectural design, The colonnade formed of six
circular straight columns 7 1/2 meters high is expected to give & certeim
"effet de grandeur”, joined to the entrance properly arranged as shown
in the loeation plan, the garden artistieally and wisely plsnned,

Second, the interior decoration of the mein parts, especislly the
salon and its proper ani luxurious furnishing should ma ke the wight of
this building something inviting and pleasant. Also the glass area of
the eastern facede, the recess of the first floor, the recess of the

gecond floor are expected to have their effect,
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Yot none of these parts is unuseful, All have their funection.
But the way they were designed is in accordance with hermony. The balcony
on the first floor is not intended only as a recess but also for the effect
it produces, It is & guitabls place where from poople could wateh the
games, The upper terrace can be mede use of es a dancing floor in summer
for out-door parties.

The colonnade, although it is intended meinly for the effect yet
members can coms down from thelr cers sheltered by it from rain, This

makes it more ceonvenient to them ani clecnor $to the e¢ludb insids,

COUSTRUCTION MATERTALS

Bxterior walls will be built of nice yellow limestone (Fourni).
The main Facade will be of fine hemmered dressed stone, The corners &nd
window freames will be rock pitch with three cm, corners hammer dressed
boarders,

Extorior steps in the garden &nd on the main fecadé of the build-
ing will be granite stone of which the columns &are going to be polished
face columns,

Inner steps will be paved with white marble with &n inner belt of
coloured marble, The main hells will have & belt of coloured merble some
120em. high.

Main nell will be paved with parquet. Other hells will be made
of Terrezo tlles,

I mentioned under this heading only meterials which 40 not ususl-
ly enter in construction, Othér meterials thet are going to be used in
this building in other parts, are used in all buildings and &re not worth

special refersnce,



* 13 =

FINANCIAL ORGANIZATION

The idea of a club is already agreed upon &as desirgble. How to
realize it finencially is the guestion we heve to consider, There are
two suggestions,

The first is to eollset the capitel by selling shares, Thus making
it &« business enterprise, The other is to collect money in the form of &
loan from members who will be repayed after & certein number of years,

I prefer the second choice, In my opinion the first gives it the
character of business which is not desirable, In & wey some peopls will
start feeling it is their own, It is their business, Their concern, NO
one can interfere in somsbody else's business,

While the second proposition mekes every one feel thaet he should
help to make the club pay back the loan, Bensfit bells ard other finence
campains could be orgeanized for it, While in the other cese nothing of
the sort could be done,

Some of the things thet coull be done are for example: Lotteries,
Balls, tournaments, tea, bridge tournements, ote., A grest deel of profit
could be gathered if it is properly orgenizei,

Let us hope for the best,

MANAGEM AT

An executive Committee should be at the hsad of this eclub with
8 manager working under its supervision,

Sub-committees: for finanes, politics, intellectuel interests,

15

gpeinl life mnd sperés, ete,,

&



CONCLUSION

Before closing, I must oexpress my indebtedness to &1l those who
contributed towerds the realization of this projset., Special thenks
should be cxpressed to Professor Yeramian snd the members of the A,.T.C.
committee who made quite a number of interesting suggestions tha t were
taken into consideration in the final formuletion of this plan,

Let us look forward to the oocasion.when this plan will be put

into practice and in this way the suggestions hers mede realized,



sketeh Mo, I - Assembly Arrangement,

Stage
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3keteh Mo. II - Dining Room (emple).
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