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PREFACE

The following theslis 1s an attempt toc design a Modern
Hotel in Lebanon.

Al though, our country ie full of summer resorts and
receives thousands of tourists 2nd visitonrs from abroad)yet%
it remalns a bare fact that we have not §Q&éﬁ anything to
bulld beautiful hotels to encourage tourism to a large ecale,

Most of the existing on??have been designed and built
on very commercial lines with the only purpose of Jjust night
accomodetion for temporary visitors. Or even where such fea-
tures are absent, the ﬁ?ice ocf the site has not been made in-
telligently to present the necessary attraction9for customiﬂi:

It is therefore the purpose of author here to presengkde—
sign of a hotel possessing all modern features of a nigh-class
luxury hotel.

The architecture was studied carefully and the entity
(ensemble) of the different units were put together in such
a way ae to satisefy a varlety of tastes.

The plan was worked nut in such & manner as tec introduce
American noveltlies in hotel design and to create epecial ef-
fects of grandeur, comfort and luxury.

The author in the preparatinn of the following design
wishes to express his gratitude and indebtednees to the kind

supervision and help offered by Professore J. R. Osborn and

K. Yeramisan. i,
May 15, 1948

Beirut, Lebanon



INTRODUCTION

Lebanon is a small country, three hundred miles of
enchanting Medliterranean cosst, by & width of forty miles of
moruntsins, valleys and pnlains. It is considered as the gateway
of the Near and Middle East. It is the natural bridge on which
pass 2ll merchantes going from Asls to Europe and Africa and vice
versa.

Called by the great traveller Ibn Batute the " F an of the
world", Lebsnon 1s still the nesrest and most confortable place
where thousande of people coming from ell the citlee of the Arab
world, spmend the summer time. They enjoy 1its %ﬁphitheater of
gardens and terrsaces, cé?%inating in maﬁestic mountains. They
can bathe in the calm, temperate water of the Medlterranean sea
and in less than an hour's time, driving on modern highwsys, they
may c¢limb to Ehe highest hills when they enjoy winter sports on
the éﬁernai Qn;Qs.

Péfallel to the coegst and towering above the see the cheiln
of Lebanon mounteins &till bears many Crusaders' Castles full of
romantic memories. Behind thlis chain lies the plain of Bekks,

2% the south of which the sacred River Jordan, where Christ was

baptized by Saint John, tskes its source and from whose northern
part flows the blue crystal waters of the Orontes. In the middle
of that plain stands the Roman Temple of Baalbeck with its gigan-

tic columns and huge stones. .



Its natural beauty--the ruins scattered all over 1ts
hille end its geographicel situation between Byrie and Pa-
lestine, meke of Lebanon one of the most visited centere of
tourism.

Becauge of 1te emall area, the absence of underground
richnese, Lebanon cannot rely upon ite agricultural or 1in-
dustrial resources to feed the nne million of population
living in ite citles and villages.

All the above reasonsinamely}its exceptional topogra-
phy, 1ts geographical situation, and the presence of one
of the best collections of ruins representing a history of
all the ancient civilizations, contributed in giving the

industry of hotels a vitel importance in Lebanon.



Situation of the Hote

The hotel is to be built in Bhamdoun on & hill 1,000
meters above the sea level at a distance of fifty meters
from the highway going from Belrut to Damascus.

Inspite of its nesrness to the sea coast, the village
of Bhamdoun has a particular dry climate due to the belt
of velleye surrounding the hill on which it is bullt.

Another advantage i1s 1te moderate altitude and 1ts el-
tuation on the main road leading from the Mediterranean
Coast to the interior of the lend.

A new resource for hotels industry appeared recently
with the creation of Americaen Petroleum interests in the
Near and Middle East. Being the outlet cof all the Arabian
and Iranian pipe lines, Lebenon will be the residential
country of all the workers, employees and chiefs related to
these big enterprises.

Taking into consideration all these reasons and ac-
counting for the annual benefit t$at the existing hotels

=
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are giving, I found that the graction) of a large modern
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hotel in that spot of the world may be of great interest.

DESIGN

The Room

Hotel design, like hotel economles, begins with the
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room. The cost of a hotel building 1c¢ directly proportion-
al to its size. Size in turn, is a functlon of individual
room dimensions and the total number of rooms.

In our country the slze of the room denends to a cer-
tain extant upon the type of clientel to be ecught, but
adopting the idea of the Americen designers we can do a
great deal to save space by an intelligent aporcach to fur-
nishings. For example, the bureau with which practically
every hotel room is equlpped 1a a waste of space and money,
for the average guest has no need for more than a couple of
drawers; By placing theee drawers in another piece of fur-
niture, desk or vanity, the bureau 1s eliminated in favor
of a composite unit and it becomes possible to design 2 smal-~
ler one and still give the guest more usable space.

The traditicnal first class hotel room is a bedroconm-
size rectangle, flanked by a bath, corridor and closet. 1Its
furnishings usually consist of a carpet, twin beds, a small
night table, chest of drawers, vanity, desk, one easy chailr,
and two straight chairs. These articles, all taken from
the furnishings of an ordinary home bedroom are generally
so disposed that 1t 1s difficult for the guest to use the
room for anything but sleeping. Among the innovations ueed

in designing the hotels built recently in America, the com-

bination room is the mogt etriking.
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Ite many sdvantages will be discussed fully in the follow=-
ing study. This new 1idea, belng unfamilier to our clien-

tel, I thought 1t would be wiser to design besides the com-
bination rooms, some traditional bed rnoms for the conser-

vative guests.

The Combination Room

The most important change that has taken place in ho-
tel design is the emergency of the combination living-bed
room. The theory behind the room is identical with that
of the one-room apartment, a small spece is to be used for
a variety of purposes, the beds are used for sleeping or
gitting. The great virtue of the converté%le room 1s that
it provides most of the advantages of the parlor-bedroom
in half the space, and 1t presents the possibility of ueing
some elements of luxury accommodation to medium-price rooms.
But to work properly, the convertable beds that can be hand-
led by guests and mailds with a minimum of effort, other fur-
niture must be specially designed and built. Ancther possl-
hle advantage of the convertible room could be seen in &

denression period by renting the rooms feor residential use
o

J

as one-room apartments. To some extent, this may give a
gnod result when the hotel does not dn well with permanent
guests.

T concentrated my work on the bed room because, whe-
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ther a hotel is clessified as trensient or residential, 1its
basic plenning and economic unit is the room. The construc-
tion cost or purchase price of 2 hotel 1s always expressed
in pounds per room.

The queestion of design, being cloeely tied to the pro-
blem of competition, I multiplied the number of small ser-
vices rendered to the guest in his room, to create an im-
pression of greater luxury, and hence to permit a psycho-

logical as well as a material foundation for the price charged.

Design for Suiting Different mentalities:

A hotel in Lebanon must be a place where the Easterns

and Westerns have to live together and enjoy thelr time eech

one according to the way he 1s accustomed to, in his own
country. To solve thie problem I equipped some roome with
special furnishings like (rich rugs, orilentsl divans etc.)
Besides that there is in each floor an 1ndepend&ﬁt apart-
ment composed of a combined living-dining room, a kitchi-
nette and two bed rooms. One of these rooms may be sepa-
rated by closing the door leading to the corridor of the a-
vartment. These apartments are reserved for permanent
cuests who desire memimum convinience with minimum house
keeping. The kitchinette can be used by the guest when they

don't like to be served in the hotel dining room.
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Capacity and Number of Bedrooms:

The bedrooms are divided into two groups:
1. Single bedrooms
2. Double bhedrooms
& single bed room 1is 4 by 4.4 meters, lighted and a-
erated through s lerge window facing the East. The en-
trance to the closet and bath room 1s hidden with a cur-
tain whose shape and color is in harmony with the furniture
ghown in Fig. A(1l).

A double bed room is 6 by 5 meters with a bath room
and a private veranda 2.8 by 3 meters admltting enough air
and light to the room througdé large glass door.

In each floor there are & rooms of the first type and
10 rooms of the second type the total of which will be &4
bede in the 3 flQors.

Dining Room:

According to hotel keepers calculatione, 1t 1s the pro-
£it nn rooms thet has to take care of all taxes, 1interest,
amortization, air conditioning or central heating, power and
meintenance. Hotel dining rooms ané bars do not have to share

these charges.\ The dining room is not designed only for thq?e
1

(1). Deslgn copied with some modifications from The Archi-
tectural Forum, December 1945. Terrace Plaza Hotel,
Cin

cinati.
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charges.\ The dining room 1s not deeigned only for those liv-
ing in the hotel, but it 1s made large enough to serve cugto-
mere and people from the community. Therefore, the dining
room is to be considered 2g a resgtaurant run more or less
independently. In order to be attractive the restaurant 1s
facing the west overlooking a wide terrace, which will be
ueged for summer dining . Large steel and glass windows with
fancy celling and walls contribute in completing the interior
decoreations.

The terrsce usged for sum
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sun and humidity with a dome ghape steel structure covered

b

with colored canves.
The dining room occuples an area of 132 square meters
and the terrace an erea of 120 square meters. If we allow
an area of two sauesre metere per person there will be suf-
ficient space for the &4 guests living in the hotel plus 42

n

peovle coming from the community. The dining room itself is
mede to contain only 66 seests, because the hotel is never.
supposed to|fe/full Towsee during rainy seasons when the use
of the terrsce 1s impossible.
Bar

The bar 1s located in a central place permitting to

gerve in the same time the game room, the patio and the

dancing terrace during the day when 1t is used only for rest.
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Ballroom eand Terraces;

The inner dimensions of the ball room are 12 by 20 me-
ters. It is & meters high with two balconies at the two ends
where people can eit during big receptions.

The dancing terrace is 2% by 28 meters paved with large
blocke of mozaic. With the swimming pool it has to meke of
the hotel an attractive center of amusement for a large num-
ber of neighboring towns. The two other terraces on the top
of the northern and southern alisles are partislly covered
with reinforced concrete slabe supported by equally spaced
columns.

Kitchen and Service Quarter:

It ie 14 by 9 meters. It communicates directly with the
exterior through a private door which is in the same time the
entrance to the service quarter. The kitchen contains besides
the ordinary sinks, ranges, butcher blocks, work tables, etc.
a refrigeration room and a special place for the preparation
of drinks and cakesg to serve the guests in the ballroom, the
dancing terrace, the upper terraces and the garden around thé
swimming pool.

Next to the kitchen ie the workers sgleeping quarter. It
is composed of 4 dormitories with 24 beds, two independant
bed rooms, one for the chief de culsine and the other for the

maitre d'hotel and a large combined living-dining room. It 1is
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sdvisable to have all serving people living in the hotel or
near 1t, because, according to hotel superentendents, the
efficlency of the servante 1increasee noticeably when most of

them live near their work.

Carage:

The basement occuvying the underground srea below the
gymnasium, the sleeping service quarter and the laundry makes
a perking place for about 40 cars. If we allow & square me-
ters per car, the 40 cers will occupy an area of 320 square
meters. The area of the garege is 480 squere meters. The
160 square meters are left for the ramp end the open spaces
permitting the free mareuvres of the csres.

To enter the parking place a cer has to pase through a
large opening 5 meters wide and at the ground level and then
go down on a helical slab 35 meters long and having a uniform
elope of 16%. The height of the parking place 1s 360 meters
and the sloping slab ie fixed in the bearing wall in one side

vhile the other side &s supported on beams and columns so

that a car can park between each two columns.

Swimming Pool:

The swimming pool has a standard size of 25 by 10 meters.
It is built according to the A.A.U. Recommendatlons for Ideal

Metric Pool. (1)

(1). Ramsay C. G. and Sleeper H. R., Architecturel Graphic
Standards.
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At the deep water end there are two boards, one of the spring
type, 10 feet-high and the other of the rigid low type. The
pool is fed with four inlete, 2 of the spray type located at
the ends of the semicircle, Phe two others are of the under
water type located near the corners of the deep gide.
The gemicircle is & shallow ponol designed specially

for children; it is & inches deep separated from the main

pool with a railing projecting & inches above the water level
to prevent the children from reaching the deep water. The
semicircular pert hae a good architectural effect but without
the railing the pool would have been unfit for racing. A lon-
gitudinsl section of the swimming pool is shown 1n.Fig. B.

The cebins are not shown on the plan because they are made

of rods and ecsnvas which cen be removed easily during the rain-
y seasons. Only few movable cabins are used because the pool
1g made principally for those who are living in the hotel and
these people can change their clothes in their roocms and go

to the swimming pool through a private staircase located at the
southern end of the sloping aisle. This stair case can be
used in the same time as an escape of safety during a fire

for those who are in their bed roome or on the higher terrace.

Centrsl Heating:

The installation of an air condioﬁing system is not Jjugti-

fied economicelly. During the hotest period of the year the
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the highest temperature recorded is never more than 2h de-
crees centigrade. A central heating system is sufficient
because it is never expected to have a large number of guests

during winter.

The Element of Contrast in the Architecture:

If we congider the hotel as a whole, we see that the
the element of contrast ie fully emphasized. The most strik-
ing items to be consldered ere:

A. In_the plen composition we notice the contrast of:

L Slze

2. Shape

3. Direction.
The northern alsle is short anc narrow while the southern one
is long and wide.

Next to the rectanguler parts stand a large semicircular
veranda, a round percola and the circular part of the swimm-
ing pool. Normelly to 110 meters rectangle extends the 25
meters rectangle forming the bsll room.

B. Contrast of tone.

The columns, the cornices and the lateral sides of the
stones around the openings are bush-hammered finighed, the
corners are chisled while the walls are simple pitch faced.
The courses have the same helght and are composed of the seme

kind of stone, a hard reddish limestone. The contrast of
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color ie secured by the shade caused by the windows and the
projecting parts.
Contrast of Mass:

If we look at the two main elevations of the hotel we
see a very typical design where the verticel central block
produces & characteristic contrast of mace with the high
longitudinal southern alsle, the low morthern one and the 1in-
between bellroom.

The unroofed structure above the lobby wlth the columns
fecing the esst and the three circular windows facing the north
are added only to break the abruptness of the gradation and
give to the whole mass a pleasant appearsance.

D. Harmony, Unity and Rhythm

A simple look at the perspective shows that the contrast
1s artistically balanced to give to the structure a unity re-
sulting in a pleasant reaction upon the observer. He feels

an unseen harmony all the parte of the hotel. The

rhythm created by the repetition of the openings 1s not mono-
tonous on the the contresry 1t is a strong element of unity and

harmony.
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CONCLUSION

The number of bed roome 1s relatively small if we consider the

area occupled by the whole structure, but if we remember that

-

the design

ja)

g made not only for a first class hotel but a

luxury one we get a satisfactory Jjustification.

09

b

There are in Lebanon ten hotels of the first class but
none of them has the real qualities of a2 perfect one. If 1t
haeg comfortable living rooms and bars it falls in its sltua-
tion and design (Hotel Normandy, Belrut, Grand Hotel Jiibaily,
Aley). If it is surrounded with beautiful landscapes 1t falls
in ite architecture and many minut@ﬂ,elemeﬂtE(Grand Hotel,
Bhamdoun; Hotel Kessouf, Dkhour-el-Shouir).

In the above design due consideration was given to the
appearance, the comfort, and the situestion. The amusements
nemely; swimming pool, dancing hall, dancing terraces, bars,
patio, game rooms, gymnasium, gardens, etc. were purposely
emphasized. The site is on one of the most picturesque hill
sidee, looking down on a valley named efter the French Poet
Lamartine. Here any one can fully relax and enjoy to hie best
comfort and leisure 211 the condition and commodities that
a home can afford. Within its walls, & guest can enjoy all
kinds of activities and enjoyments known to modern socletles.

A simple solution mey be proposed to increase the number

of bed roomse. This solution consists in adding one floor to
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the southern aisle and another one to the northern wing. This
wlll be composed of single and double room apartments. 1In
this wey the number of rnoms in the whole hotel will be about
&5 rooms or 132 beds. This arrangement needs only the wilden-
ing of the dining room in the direction of the dining terrace.

The above discusslon eghows clearly the neceseity of the
existence of such a2 hotel in Lebanon and shows the recipro-
cal interest that the country and owners of the enterprise

will get from that project.




B -
BIBLIOGRAPHY

rArchitectural Gra
o
-

hic Standards
Ry Charles

George Ramsey and Harol R. Sleepers
Architectural Forum, December 1946

Terrasce Plaza Hotel, Cincinnatil
Architectural Forum, May 19&5

Kitchen



RS T A A LA SR TN, 7
S RS N EH WA ) ; n”_i./é \M\\W%ﬁ,., «/yh/t AN B .\\ww// v//-..(\},/ h,
. -3 i ve 5 = ) e = S 7 g N 3 s 7~
P T30, P 3 AN 2, g /A o X R St | e A -
BN g " WH % LA u.:,/4//,%/. WG WA\ b N AN
NN L e A 5 B v N e P ey e . P X
N\ AR 7 s 2 . bt 7 AN %
) = : N 7 )
=L oy = = =7
G N i) 3\ &7 AR U7 N =7
2 4 - L
T 35 7. %, . oz

61 BN RS h
R N
N, N

AW
NS 7 .\

N AR SR o N R S 7 SR ey T \ <75 apaN RS S N 2
3 ) { RN o % % ¥

4 P g - L, ” i N ¥ ¥ > % 1) £ . A y 5 2

s 5% Z. % £ 7N 5. L7 N, Nk 2 N5 A O A, o e, A FO% G, 5 %, A W o % N A, "N 3 : )

- vy - A, = ¥ £ 8 Vs " -3 p - P E = ’ A ’ 5> ) b 4

7 QRN SN 7, TR e R 7 577 R N Rodin N7t SN2 I N RS g R

S Z o ) .. ; i b X 7 % \ N 51 £ .

\ 2 7 ] 3 . N \/ NN AN 7 b, 2 ) \) > > B : 5 2 Y S\ PO o 5 N7,
% Z \ ; N 2 . g 7 . 7 2
& 2 4 = | >, i 1%

B e, At - s 7 e

N L)

2
2 o
4 7

4 / ’ e E 7 =

PR — = - = =z * : < A = > b
Y 7 o R = e TR T8 i y o “ > g— By Y 3
5 S W77 AN N NN NN R AR RN I N N NN T % b SN AN = G 1114 e NN >
N L N % I./ A N LSRN ™, ¥ N & R \ 4 R %
N ) RN N NN \% diy AN | 4 Lo i RO N i* 7 R o NS \ i 2NN £
" > W 2, BN i D A 5. SR % %, 3 S . ) N, d. Y &) A
< - > 2 ! SR ’ Z %, > «». P 7, > SN K 4 ol * S NN G e r > i P
. > Ny : T AN - z
: X y s 7 A - =7 4

,/// )
N % )

-, Za Q
G N D

N
N
“,, &//b »

" e 4 7 Bt { -
g\ o 4 5 . » %

SmEmE . — 7 SN

=7 =7 5 ety
N i R e U
3 Wi ! N TR LA AR
N { AR
2 \V// 8- AN 2 SEBLNN %,
: ,, R g ”f
i) ////

A\.v,...ﬁ.}\ Q\‘.‘./y
A. ‘ /._..
O J,‘z. i 2 i . % &\...\Mf,///k .:W
7ok e 7 T e \H../,n\— e
N N2 o LA \ NN\
‘/.. o Mv////ﬁr/ 5
., ,unx

o Mo

2 S A — o <3 R0 5 o
. R o RN | i i ¢ P,



	epsn-058-002
	epsn-058-003
	epsn-058-004
	epsn-058-005
	epsn-058-006
	epsn-058-007
	epsn-058-008
	epsn-058-009
	epsn-058-010
	epsn-058-011
	epsn-058-012
	epsn-058-013
	epsn-058-014
	epsn-058-015
	epsn-058-016
	epsn-058-017
	epsn-058-018
	epsn-058-019
	epsn-058-020
	epsn-058-021
	epsn-058-022
	epsn-058-023
	epsn-058-025

