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I INTRODUCTION

&
Oyhansflasting accomplishments in civiligation and Culture

G}é fine arts have been the most genuine snd progressive, because
they express men's inner craving end appreciation for beautiful

forms.

Architecture is the branch of fine arts which aims at the

erection of structural forms to produce things that give pleasure

and confort to the human beiag.
(}Sy
nes.

Architecture is music in sto
In the ancient centuries this Arab world was the Center of Civili-
gation; many cities, palaces, and other engineering works were
found buried in the earth; some of them are still standing defying
age and history. Examples of these are Baalbeck, Palmyra énd

Omayad lMosgue.

At the beginming of this century this Arab world has awakened
from a long sleep, and has discovered how much the western Countries
are ahead of #fm, FHe wanted to regain what he once gave; thus he
began_his strugele again., He encountered failure and success but,
he is still, in his own way, digesting and developping new arts of

his own.

The present architecture in this part of the world is very-
mich affected by the western oue. Although this effect shows very
well in the ?xternal appearance of the building, the plan is still
related fto fﬁe kind of life we live., And although thef&aracenic

architecture is still influencing the public buildings, the modern



architfecture is predominating over all the other types of

buildings including the Commercial ones.

The City of Homs

Homs 1is & city in the midst of Syria:. It is a'centerugf
Commnication between Zyria and Lebanon, and Etg?P v of roads
coming from Tripoli, Damascus, Aleppo snd Palmyra. Having the
pipe line Camp, the big irrigation project, the mational sugar
factory, e_:111<ilu"f'\7-£h i e a dye factory, a new railroad to
Baghdad; &ll of which would create of Homs a big commercial,

-

agricultureland industrial city.
WG A
The ighabitants of Foms are around 80,000 peaple but the

future development of industry, commerce and agriculture will

increase the number of inhabitants and also the passenser traffic.

The present Condition of Construetion in oms

Very few big buildings are found in Homs, and thet is because
of the lack oﬁ(_%épital, encouragement, and good engineers.
Before the last war a big movencnt of construction started, but
mostly of villas and small appartements in the flat ground west of
Homs. Because of the cheapness of land there, a residential
quarter with large streets and large gardens around the buildings

was erected.

That important reason mentioned above limited the construction

of large and high buildines to a very small amount.



Inlthis part of the'world, every city is divided into two-
parts; The qld Gity with 1ts narrow, meandering streets and
its unhealthful and condensed buildings, and the new city with
its large Straight streets and its modern and healthful build~
ings, /The problem which is always presenting itself in sueh &
eity is thé widening of the old narrow sireets and the Construce~'
tion of new ones; thus creating new commercial streets or

centers which require the Construction of large buildings.




11 - Location and Condition of the Plece of Land

The piece of land which is chosen for the comstruction of
the block, is oné of the best in Homs, and that is because of
the two following reasons,

A - Location

The land is loecated in the best part of the city or better
to say in’ thet vitalpart of the City where all focal points are
gathered (See the'leémtion plan).

On the one hand

It is in front and near the following public buildings:
1, The government building (Serail) having most of the
administrative offices.
2: The Governor's house.
3. The Autometic telephones building.
The other public buildings not being very far from the

land, help very much in the increasing of its importance.

On the Dther heand

It has the following important boundaries.

1. From the east, & square which is the intersection of five
streets, one of them, Faycal street,is the main street 1in Toms,
30 meters wide, surrounded by cafés, Cinemas, public and
Commercigl buildings.

2, From the north & twelve meters street, which branches off
from the nain street mentioned above and which Jjoins the Commer-

cial end residential cuarters.




2+ From the south-east, & fourteen meters st%et, separating
the lend from the government building.
4, Trom the west an eight meters street sep&ratitg the land

fron an area which is planned to be a public garden.

only a part of the south side is blocked and 'all the rest

geta plenty of air and lisht.

B - The present Condition of the Land

The lapd 1v abow g'sqn,are meters in area. O0Only the
east part iﬂ,bui_i hirtyd years ago, econsisting of a Cafd, an
apartment above, and a two storys house next to them. All the

rest of the land is left without use and only the part near the

house is used as a garden.

These %wo rezsons, discussed above; the good locetion,
and the present condition; justify the choise of this piece of

land.



IIT Choice and location of the bloek units

It was said that this land is located in the most important
part of the City which is the busginess Center! Thus, the
different bloeck units should be chosen in such a way as to ful-

fill moest of the requirements of the place and neighbouring

buildings.

It is not enough to know the requirements of & place to
decide on the choice of its units, but alsc it-is necessary 1o

examine these units from the economical point of view so &as to

have them the most efficient and the most beneficial.

The choice of the units is only a part of the problem, but

the position of these units whith respect &o ssch other and with

respec¢t to the land as & whole Cunst'tute%,tne other greater part,
and should be given the utmgst(%2§€§£§§§2 and care.

These three reasons discussed up: the reguirements,

the economy,and the location lead to the choice of the following

units in their exéet pleces:

1l: The stores:

It is obvious, that in such & vital locality, stores must
be built on all the sides of the land facing strects. One of
the important ressons for the choice of the stores is their

cheap construction cost compared to their large income.



e
2. The Café /Yﬁ,
The existing café is veifﬂfigg,sueeeeﬂing eve{though igg ies

neither higé%ic nor confortable! %pwever sueh 8 busy localiﬁy

)

2 8
necessitates the existance of & good café and restaurant.

It is found that the best place for the Ccafé would be in
the east part of the land, so as to have itx facing the sguare
and the two streets, well-vantilated, and nearer to the Commercial
Center.

3s The Cinema

The Commercial and entertainment cemter around the piece of
land necessitates the existg%ce of a &inema; in fact a proposi-
tion to build one was made to the land owner. Another important
~ reason for the planning of the Cinema, is the followlng:

The derk place which is blocked by the stores on the south-
east apd by the neighbouring building on the south, creates a
problem which must be solved., The solution which is found to be
the best is to have a Cinema in thet place, because it is well

known that preectically all the €inemas are closed from the sides.

Another solutiom for the problem would be to open a steet or
a system of streets to reach the gouthern blocked side. This
meens a loss of about 300 - 400 square meters of relativerly
valuable land. Fowever, the need for many clear-storys will
complicate the problem and will increase the wasted areak§¥
i
gk

Many other solutions might be fourd but probably none of

consliderable amount,

them would satisfy the conditions of the problem.



4, The Tea Room

It was found thet & tea-room located part on top of the
Cinema hall and part on top of the Cinema entrance would ful-
fill the architectural and economical requirements of the
problent.

. The offices

The offices are very necessary in such a Commerciel loecality,
in fact an office gets the same income,if not wmore than a store.
On the noéth side of the block, in front of the government
building,t over the carfé, offices.with one or two rooms are

planned.

6+ The Roof Garden

A rool garden, on top of the block, has very low construc-
tion cost compared with its large income, besides it helps.
very much in the outside architectural treatment.

7. The Commereial and Residential Apariments

The location of the land is not far from the residential
guarter eventhough it is within the gommercial one; thus gomnmer-
cial and residential apartments are planned in the west part

of the land.
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IV Design of the Block Units

Taeving chosen the block units and having located them in
their exact places, the problem is now to anylf%é every unit

alone so as to make its design clear and reasonable.

The west part of the land which is planned to be
Commercial and residentizl apartments is left without archi-
tectural design because of the simplicity of design involved

therein,
The following block units are designed.

#1 - The stores:

The stores are located on all sides of the land. The
distanee center to center of stores is 4.00 meters, the clear
width of the door is 3.00 meters, the depth is 6.20 meters
and the hight is 22 steps or 3.74 meters. All the stores have
the same aree and shape, and only two stores have their doors
curved so as to satisfy the arcﬂitectural treatment of the

Cinema entrance.

8 - The Café
The Café is located on the east side corner of the land
for the reasons discussed above. It is planned to accomodate
300 persons. Considering that an area of 0.80 square mefter
is needed for one person, the Café should have an area of

240 square meters.



o

Actually the Café is planned to cover an area of 250 square
neters. It has fives store spaces on every side and one at
the corner, thus making a total of eleven store spaces. Imn
80 doing the Café, is well ventilated and lighted, is giving
mich space for the peaple tc sit and look to the outside, and
could be used as &an open air caf¢é once the doors are opened.

The Café is two storys high having a clear of 7.50 meters.

The mezzanine which will be used as restaurant and bar is
st dT — ;
q;i%@gigd to accomodate 150 persons. Considering that an area
of 0.0 square meters is needed for omne person, it should have
an area of 135 square meters. Actually the mezzanine is planned
to cover the area of 130 square meters. It is located over
the west part of the Café extending on two store spaces from
each side. The mezzanine has the height of one story so as to

leave one story height for the vTafé below it.

The stairecase which leads from the Café to the mezzanine is

located in the middle of the Café., It has 22 steps. It is 2.30

meters wide and 5.2 meters long.

The service guarter consists of & big room with a large

window opened to the Café, a kitchen on one side, and a toilet
room on the other side. These three rooms have windows oﬁ the
€ommon clear story behind from whiceh they get enough air and
light .

This same arrangement of the service quarter is carried on

through the mezzanine.
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3. The Cinema

The Cinema is plauned to accomodate S00 persons in the
orchestra and 300 persons in the balcony. These estimations
are based on some considerations concerning the special Condi-

tion of the City of Homs. Considering that an average of 0.7

square meter is needed. for one person, ereas of 350 and 210 sguere
meters are meeded for Egﬁ; the.orchetra and halconyy .e?xétuallyii
areas of 3%0 and 200 square meters ere planned.

The Cinema consists of four main parts, these pafts are:
I The entrance
IT The Eall
III The Crchestra

IV 'The Balcony

I The entrance

The entrance to the Cinema is situated on the northern
street. It is made large enough, 7.7 meters with the walls
curved. on both sides sc as to have it attractive znd inviting.
It is mede 6.6 meters deep with two large doors opening to the

Hall.

IT [he Hall

Since the Hall 1s used for both the Cinema and the tea-
room, it should have a considerable area and should be located
in & position 8o &8 to join the Cinems entrance to the crchestra,

the balcony, and the tea-room.



necaunge of thet the orchestra and the Cinema entrance

are not on the same axis, and in order nct to break the sym-o

nentry of the plan, the Cinems entrance is placed in a wayéis

to occupy one side of the pentagon# hall which is on the ssiie

axis'with the orchestra. According to this axis, the entrance
door and the ticket room are symme*ﬁrical as well as the two-

gtair-cases leading to .the balcony. This solution is found to
be the best,taking into considération the position of the

Cinema with regpect to the street, or in other words the

obligne intersection of their axes.

The %two stair cases into the hall lead to both the balcony
and the tea-room. The useless space under them is turned into
two stores and two toilet rooms. The stores open to the hall
Wwhile the toilet rooms are reached from the orchestra; and both

the stores and the toilet rooms are lighted by clear storys.

The side of the hall next to the entrance comprises three
rooms: a smell office, a ticket room, and a storeq The ticket
room could be reached through the small officeizqﬁﬁ has two
windOWS\onelaor selling orchestra tickets and the other for

n
balcony? The three rooms are opencd to the clear story.

TII The Orchestra

The east wall of the orchestra is already fixed by the
position of thé stores behind; the opposite wall is fixed by
the space required for the orchestra. The orchestra has 17

rows of seats spaced 0.90 meter. The seat has a width of 0.55

meter, thus making a total of 540 seats.
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The orchestra has an exit to the south-eastern side though
& stair case room used for the upper storys. It has also two

v

O
. (D

toilet rooms that were discussed at

The stage is ma@e large enough so that the Cinema could,
also, be used as a theatre, It is 1.20 neters above the
orchestra floor. It has two doors, one on each side leading

to & corridor, with the screen 5.00 meters away from the edge.

TWo Trooms are g%@i%%%-on the west side of the stage for

artists in case of a play.

-

IV The Balcony

The balcony has the same arrangement as the orchestra
and it contains 300 seats. Two toilet rooms are located on
top of the two stair cases leading to the balcony in‘a place
that a sufficient height for a person to pass is provided.
These toilelt rooms are sméller that those of the orchestra, and
get their light and alr from the two clear storys mentioned

above.,

The ventilation oft the Cinema

An air-conditionning system will be used for the ventila-
tion of.the Cinema eand a place in the basement is provided
for it. But since this svstem is very expensive in these days,
another provision is made. This is to have ¢ight high windows
on the north wall of the baleony. They are large enough, 80
as to get plentylof air and light., These windows are open on
the inside area above the tea-room and behind the Second floor

offices.



4, The Tea-Roon

The tea-room consists of two mein parts. One part is
over-looking the hall and 3.50 meters high; the other is over
the Cinema entrance, projecting to the outside a distance of

1,05 meters, and is 3.90 meters high.

The two stair cases which lead to the tea-room brangch

off from the two maln stair cases leading to the balcony.

The tea-room has a kitchen and a toilet room; both get

their air and light from the Common clear story.

5. !The 0ffices

The offices are located in the three following places of
the block:
1. Cn the south-easternside.
2. Over the Café.

3. On the northern side.

; 1. On the South-Eastérn Side:

Offices aFe planned over the south eastern stores through
the three upper sforys. Four of them have one room, and the
two on the sides eéch have two rooms connected together. The.
corridor is made wide enough, 1.70 meters so as to aid in the

ventilation; however, it has a window open to the clear story.

A stalr case room with an elevator 1.40 x 1.80 meters and
& toilet room used for all the offices, are located in the

middle.



2., Over the gafé

Over the cafe and through the second and third storys, nine
rooms with a large hall are located. They are so planned that
they could be turned into, one single office, or into many offices.

Two teilet rooms are located over the Café service gquarters.

3. On the northern side

In the first floor and over the two stores east of the
Cinema entrance, two offices with a thbilet room are planuned. In
the Filnsit! floor and over the two stores west of the Cinema
entrance, two other rcoms are planned; they constitute a part

of the apartment which is not shown on the plan.

In the second and third floors this same arrangement is
carried on. Over the outside part of the tea-room, two large
offices are planned leaving behind a space for the ventilation

of the Cinemsa.

6. The Roof Garden

The roof garden is located on the same place occupiedby
fhe café in-the ground and first floors. Its west part is
covered with a conerete roof and its east with percolas. The
toilet room, the kKitchen, and the buffet are planned in the
same way &8s those of the Café, A manager's room is added on

the western side.

The steir case room, leading to the Café and mezzanine
service quarters, to the offices in the first, second, and third
floors, leads also to the roof garden. It is provided with

an elevator 1.40 x 1.80 nmeters.
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Vv External Architecture

4 successful design of a bailding is that which fulfills
in the best way the three following items:
1. Function
2., Heonomy
3. Beauty
Among the importent architectural elements noticed in
this bloek, two are predominating; they are
1, Unity
2. Contraet
1. Unity is secured through the repetition of the same
doors and windows throughout the whole block; thus giving to 1t
the simpliéity gnd the Commercisl Character.
2. Contrast is secured in many forms:

Contrast of size, linmes, form, direction and characfer 1is

found, between the projeeting part over the Clnema entrance,

and the block as & whole.

Contrast of treatment is found between the two different

stone finishes introduced in the bleck.

The roof garden on the east side of the block, breaks the

ménotony and gives nicer effect.
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VI Building Materials and Types of Construction

Basalt is the‘most Prevailing building stone in Homs, but
however, lime stome could be easily obtained from the regions
near Homs. The outside walls, of the building in question,
are gonstructed of lime stone with two types of stone finishes;
the pointed finish with horgzontal black lines, and the smooth
finish, The interior walls are constructed of basalt and cement

blocks because, of thelr cheepness as compared to lime stone.

Two types of construoction are introduced in the building;
the bearing wall type end the framed type. It is the local
pracfices in Home to have the exterior walls and the interior

ondery

C
main walls 40 em. thiek, ‘$E§ 4nterior bearing walls 20 em: and the

secondary partition walls,-resting on conerete beams, 12 em.

Eventhough the gemeral types of constriction were discussed
above, it is neeegsary to give the outline and: the. general strec-

tural elements introduced in the design of the following units:

The stores: The stores are constricted of three bearing walls

from the interigd and two columns from the exterior, supporting a

concrete glab.

The Qafé: The café is built of a system of beams and girders
supporting the slab and resting on the exterior columns, and on

two interior ‘ones in the middle, which support also the mezzsnine



The Cinenma:

The roof of the Cinema is comnstmicted of steel trusses with
g false ceilling below; these trusses rest on columns on both
gides. 'One side of the balcony acts as a cantilever while the

other &s a beam,

The tea-roon: is built of a system of beams and slabs

resting on bearing walls and columng, with the projecting part
= H -

acting &s a cantilever.

The offices: The offices are made the same as the svores

with an additional beam under the partition wall,

The roof Garden: The roof garden is plastered from the

outsdide with the concerete roof mede in the sapie way as the

mezzanlae .

The' end.
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