TR T A L e i, Ty T

P

The Failure of the Western Dﬁmooraoiéﬁ{};}
to meintain peace
1959 - 1939

.-------9-—-'--

By
David Klis

Thesls presented to the Faculty of Arts &

Scisnces of the American Uhivarsity of Belrut in partial\

rulrilment of the requiremanta Tor the degrea-;”
| | of . Master of Arta.

_ e e e M W W O W W= o wm oW

Beirut,  Mey - 1948,




i
3
-

T o

The nmillions of young men = to whom I fesl:
greatly Jndebted - vho had'di;d to preserve

the world from the avalanche of the blood

thirsty Nazl hordes of destruction &nd vandelism,
that the weskness, the negligence and the blunders

of ithe Western Demooracies, have let frea.

May their sacrifice be not vein !
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CHAPTER I

Introduction

To write 4 thesis on the éubject "the fallure of
the Westarn Demooracies to meintain Peace after World wer I
had been won, = I 8t1lll wonder if it has - is to write the
tragle story of 8 post war psriod malinly chsructerized by
hesvy miatakes,blunders snd fullures, such s the "war gulilt®
and "war criminals™ provisions ewbodied In the Treaty of
Varsailles, the effort to collcet reperstions, the Rhur eplsode,
the fallure %o close the "gap®™ in the League Covenent, the
fallure to givﬁ France the securlty she deamended, the railure'
to dlsarm,.the economio nationalism that spread like wildfire
asfter 1929, the faflure to extend a helplng hénd to the German
Republic before it was too late, tha fallure to apply ssuctions
sgsinst Jepan, and againat Italy snd flnally the sh:er wadness
of granting Hitler whet the Allies had refussd t0 the Germen

Rapublic.

$illions of healthy and vigorous young men had diéd
during four frightful years (1914 - 1918), millions of
others were gtill alive but oripped for life, and still
millions of others though #live and unwounded physically,j
had thelr nerves so déeply shaken, that they hed to go idle,

because unfit for their jobs.




And ell this for what ?

Por this, that such v cataclysm should nsever happen
azaln !

And yet 20 yeara had soafcely elapsed before another
iphesval broke cut, this time much more frightful, bloadier
and costly in human lives; full of cruelty, horror and terror
sowed by the most modernized killing machines, invented by
the flowser of the finest 20th Cantury scientista,

From 1919 to 1939 the world « or at leest REurope wes
at pesce, in the senge thet there wes no fightling on battle-
f1slds. Germsny was defeated and the viotors were the dsmoora-
tlo powers. Thers 13 may be a little exaggafatioa in represent-
fng the four years war as & conflict between democrTHcy oOn ons

hand and sutoceracy on the other. However taken in guneral,

the formile 1s not inaccurste., On the Allies aide fought

the three greatest democracies of the world : Franocs, England
and U,S.A., while the Central Powers, the defeated Hahedzollern_
and Hapaburg could not oleim any right to demcoratic tradition.
And so the vioctory may be called the viotory of déMOcraoy and -
the historio gathering at Paris its first bttempt to reorganize
the 0ld World in accordance with its own prinoiples with the

result that most of the states of Europe saw the rapid eatab-

lishment of complets democrecy in the political sphers.
This having been sald, is there no contradiction

with the toplc of the present thesis ? No § for the expliocit




reason that if the demooracies won the war, they failad to

maintaln the psace that was to end war.
On the other hand the changa in the politicsl regime

was tried at @ time when the whole world had been serlously

S aresdbd pm ke i

impoverished and disorganized : the consequence was that it
led to 8 good deal of confuslon, disappointment end disillu-
sion, and in some countries a reaction agalnat demooraocy.
"Democracy 83 8 form of government, and as s means for the
making of & better world was on its trial in ths years after
‘the war”, and it camnot yat be oconfidently olalﬁsﬁ that it hed
stood the ‘test., (1) |

It i3 evident that demooracy is difficult to handls on
the international 3scene as well &s on the nationsl one. How-
evar the League of Nations was the great attempt &t an inter-
national demoocracy 80 much indeed that article ome, paragrsph 2,
"prescribed to admit only those countries which govcrn them-
galves freely". It was not applied. And "bhecsuse 1t was a
democracy, and its susoesa would have ilnsured, Ir the long or
short run, the development of democracy in the World—--e
éverything that was almed agalnst democracy wes more or less
azainst the Laague; And this opposition became bolder and .
bolder, so much the more, that demooracy lost much of its

dynamism end 1its forece of propagsnda, the goveranments which

-
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(1) The Political Consequences of the War = Ramsay Muir p.100.
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governed in 1ts name, daring not to say any more, that thay: 

wera fighting for it™ (2). In fact what hus weighed most on
thls body of international democracy, 1s the same fatel mistake
which led the French damooracy.to its dereét, and almost cheated
the British and Amsrican dewocrsoles of the means to win the
final victory; this mlistake wes to belleve that & cartaln 1desl
of Justlaoe and liberty, to which they were deeply ettached and
for which they fought end vion was for ever safe from the atﬁacka
of force and violence, They were living in s world of reality
that their idealism could not grasp. In the first World Wer,
says Mackinder, they were saved "by axceptlopﬂl genius and |
exceptional herolsm from the lmmediate rasults of an everage
refusal to foresee and prepare-~an eloguent testimony to both
the strength and weakness of democracy" (3). In the IInd World
War the Demooraocles resiasted the asuthoritarian aggression with
such weapons and means that brought victory to their camp.
But how much have they shandoned of thelr internsl demoorsotio
polioy, and how much have they departed from their demooratic
principles in the pursuit of war 1}

Europe until 1939 has falled in i1ts mission as 1t falled
in its purpose.

To begln with let us look at the kind of peacse whioq:uas
plenned and sgtablished by the Trsaty of Versailles, B

-
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(2} ZEntre deux guerres - J, Beul=-Bonocour, p. 133.

{3) Quoted by Sir Helford kackinder in “Damooratio Ideals g
and Realitlies p. X. - \
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The Treaty of Versallles at the closse of the laat World
war established an uneasy armistice - not pesace ===, Thers
seaﬁsd to bé a ghance thut the Paris Confercnce might have
orzatsd an endurlng peace. World conditions were extraordinarily
favourable, Germany, Austria, Hungary and Russla were defeatad;
and powerless, Italy and Japan wers second rank powers. Over-
whelming force was in the hands of the Unlted States, Great
Britain and Franoe., They were all demooracles, And thelr
leaders, ¥. Wllson, Lloyd George and Clemencesu ssemsd to have

"the power to remold the world into & form close to the desire

'or sll sene men ror Justice, liberty and peace™ (4). And yet
"they falled. -

The Hon, :ilarold Nicolson M.P., in ons of his lecturss
given on 4pril 23rd, 1944, under the auspices of the Comité
Franoce - Grande Bretagne = Etas Unis, sBays of the Farls Con-
ference :

"I have often trled to analyse the causes of our
failure, But the enigma persists, For it is an
enigma, you c¢an be sure of it. We had won a crushing
vioctory: we had in our posasssion at the time an out-
waighing meterisl power =--« our intentions were not ao
bad. But we have mot bullt a lasting peace " {5).

At the first meeting of the Conference, lr. Jules Cambon,
Franch Ambassador to Greet Britain, leansd to lLir. Nicolson and
whispered to him : |

"Do you know what will be the result of all thia ? An |
Improvisation”.

- ——— - - ——— - — ---—---hﬂ----‘-—-ﬂ----- e o

(4} Consider now the tragedy of Versallles - article written
by William C. Bullitt in the Reader's Digest ot Jun011944,p.3.

{5) Ce qu'on peut spprendre des traités de 1919 (nrtiolo dana
Choix N° 5, . S



And he was tragically right. "They were compelled in order

to avolid pressent evil, to lmprovise inatsad of laylng solld
foundations, to take ad hoc decisions, to devote & lurgs part
of thelr cnergles to Ebhemsral but eruclal problems, and to put
asidg as irralevant.such problems as were of not immediste

practical importsncem™ (6). Unioubtedly it was & herd necessity,

but 1t wes & moral fallurs as well. However, 1%t scems and it
18 somewhet dengerous to solve the problem of Versaillea by
- saylng that the statesmen who nagotliated the Pegca Trecaties
é i were ignorant, 1insince:s or came with bed intentions, bad

% faith and covetous eyes, and whose discusslons ﬁere only
spurrsd by national self-inter:st, without sny consideration
to Internatlonal peace. ¥llson, Lloyd George and Clemencesy

were very intelligent men, wholeheartedly sceking for pesds.

j iaving this common purpose in mind howaver, they almed at

it along different paths, upholding different views whioch
sometimcs were totally divergent. Sscurity by all means

‘ was the "Tiger's" motto. To preserve the Bslance of Power
and slso ascquire some bits orf territory for the British Eméire
were Lloyd George's tesks. To establish peace on earth for ever .

was Vilson'd dresm. Clemsnceau failed to obtaln security for France.

#i{lson falled to establish sn enduring pesce. Lloyd CGeorge did
‘socore some success since he preserved the balance of powser in_'
iEurope and galned some Germen spolls for the British Enpirs; In

- . fact, he too has failed, for England's greatest interest is peacs,

T R e AR Y - N ——— - - Wk - . -

{6) The World after the Peace Conference. Arnold J. Toynbee,p.2.




gnd 20 years later Bnglend wes at war. Indeed therse was mo

winner in the "tragedy" of Versailles. Linkind ss a whole
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wag the loser, _

Now to what extent, if any, the terms of the Treaty
5T Versailles must bear the responsibllity for what followed
in batween the two wara, is & coamblsx snd eontroversial problaﬁ
to which no single solution can be found. They were severs,
yet by no mesns asa severe as they might have been. Germany
was nelther destroyed nor cut into pleces. OShe was made
poverless, for the time being, but - 83 the facts showed it -
not permanently impotent, Very gensrally, thae sconomic poliﬁies -
erection of new snd higher tariff barlers, rsparstions and dabﬁ
nayments, are credited with e part of the blaue. But svery
one will edmit that the forslgn policies of the Great Powers
frow 1919 and omn, were an laportant, if not a deocisive factor., -
To be more specific even, the Buropean acene was dominated 1n
the 20 years that slapsed, by the Great European Powers, viotors

and vanquished and the fate of the new order came to rest almpst_

exclusively on the course of sction which they decided to pursue,

London and Paris o:ught the eyes of the world whenever this

",

latter was confronted with a new crisis; they were the two

main benaficiaries of the Treaty and their prestige apd praé_
ponderance were unguestioned. 8Still even when thelr oarlyul
leadesrship begen to vanish, the nations turned té them to
mould thelr poliocies on theirs. As a matter of fact from
1931 and on, they are ﬁora and more cpenly becoming the Ail}
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of the Faaclat Powers, They were letting Germady repudiate,
unmolested, the olauses of the Versaillas Treaty - Rearmement
Rhineland) snd helplng her to become mistresé of Central
Zurope; they were helping Japan to meke war on China, and Itely
to conquer Abyssinia ond Spein - Why? The key to this policey

rests on thelr "fesr of communlsm®™ as it is very c¢learly shown

" by the writing of the anchesteyr Guardian of Feb. 1937...."

A large section of Englliah opinlon 1s obsessed with a delirium
tremens which sees everywhere the red rat of Boléheviam gnawing
its way into 1ts bank cellsrs. Hitler usy srm to the tseth,
bestrlde our trade routes, yell for c¢olonieg —wee, iitlar, they
think may save them from veing plunderead by.“tha Reds®, And one
year later the same nsws papsr wrote :
"The fear of communisn has produced & phenocaencn
new in English History —---, Today there is &
lurge class of Xnglishwen who in their dread of .
Coamunism think that the sucoeas of Franco in
Spain, of ¥ussolini in Italy, &nd of Hitler in
Gerpany 18 so importent that the fate of British
power in the iediterranean 1s & secondsry metter®.

And on his visit to London in 1938, kr. Daladier was
told by the British Government that 1t wus better to let Hitler
dominate Centrel Zurope withiut war than risk Ruassien inter-
vention in Rurope, & fact, they say, which will threaten British
and French "vital Ilnterests™. This polloy wes pursudd to the
‘bitter end. Even in the League, their policy was fatal in the
end. For, all the foroes of cchesion which converged into it -
the Little Entente, snd the Zntente Balkanique - disbanded the

day the Great Powers, still in the League and which should
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have been its best support:rs, gave regularly way to the
undertakings of fores; the swmall states thought they would

be spared, if each one was alone untied by s regicnal group,
which the rising Powsr of the Faéoﬁ; state would conslder

as aimed at 1t, OFf that the League of Hatlons 1s not res-
ponsible, but ifts abandonment was, It wes not the instrument
which was bad; they did not know how te or thsy did not dare,
use it". (10).

Ags a mstter of faot the League was the prominent obstacle

"4in the way of those who wanted to upset the sstabllished European

order. They understood it very well snd tried to destiuy this

| body in.whic¢h 8léne it could have bocen possiblse to build &

permanent coalition for peaceffhat is why ™ 1t 1s not Just by
chence that the heaviest blows dealt st the Versailles Trasty
and whilch prepared the war of 1939 and the defeat of France in
1940 ~ resrmement of Germany, remiliterisation of the Rhineland,
the Anshlusa, Munich, heve followed the forced sleep into which_
Geneva was driven by the very beneficiaries of Varaaillﬁs".(llf;
That is why the fajlure to maintain pesce is wmalinly thelr o
fallure.

Now the thesis I am presenting here, is in no way anl
attempt to deal with or critloize the "Diktat of Versailles©,
(10} Entre deux guérras - J. Paul Boneour - ps 131,

(1) " » e -m m = .p 135,
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as the 1919 Peace Treaties are usually referred to - though

I must add, however, that in meny clauses lay soms of the

roots of the failure of the demooracles of Zurope Lo enforce

and maintsin peace ~« However, tﬁera is 8 "mise au polnt™ which

I fzel bound to make about this qualification of "impoazed peaca”
and that Mr. Seton Watson makes in his ezeellent took "Britein
and the Dictators™ : the real oriticism against Versailles 1is
not that it was imposad, but that the Germen government - eng

the cne who had no ties with the old regime and had acocepted

the demoorsctic principles - ™was excluded from the preliminary
.discussions and negotiations and treated with lnsult aﬁd 1gnominy
such as every Germsn was bound to ressent".... This shortsightad-.
snd taotless conduct on the pert of the victors, == "™was the
first cause of that keen sense cof grlevence which has a0 long
obsessed the German nation and which gave added impetus to the

deep snd at first unsuspsctsd groundswell of the Nazi storm™(7).

As a matter of fact, Germany had some legitimate griovanoes;:
to begin with, against the ejsonomle &nd financial clauses of the
settlement; and though iV is an exaggerastion to say with Mr.

Keynes that the treaty "reduced Germany to servitude and pere
patuated 1ts economic¢ ruin®, and that if it were enforced,
"Germany must bs kept impoverished and her children atarved

end crippled®, - 8n exaggerotion that Mr. Etlenne Mantoux shows

i i S - ——— - - -

{7} Britain and the Dictators - Seton Watson, p. 56.



admirably well in his sxcellent book "The Carthagsnisn Peace"
we must adxlt thst she was badly hit for a certein time snd
that the reparétiona waerse a burden not only because of their
huge amocunt, but especlally, because she was to pay them when
she was not yet on her f:et economically -~ "For once, says
LT, Saeton-vatson, "the logical Franch mind was incepable of
reallaing thet it was clamouring not merely for the impossible
it for the fantasticelly impossible® (9). The statesmen who
worked out the amount of reparations o bs taken from Germsny,
411 that without sny due consideration to the effect that so
large o transfer »f money and goods and services from Gerusny
to the Allied c.untries might heve In upsetting « as it did -
the Tflnencial snd economle structure of the world,

Another grievancé“;gainst the unfulfilment by the Ailias
of Article IIT of Wilson's 14 voints or article 8 of the
Covenant of the Lsague. Tals latter says that "the méintensnce
of peace requires the reduction of national armements to the
lowast point consistent with nationsl safety and the enforoemant
by common scotion of international obligations™. On the other
hand, Germany hed been dlsarmed to the "lowest point™ on ths
agaumption that her disarmament would bs Jjust the starting
point" in order to rendier possible the initistion of 8 general
limitation of the srmaments of 211 nations...” = @3 the military

N A A T S P S A e SN S i SN A G A R R BN el W e S B WA A AR Sy oS SRy P A B R A drbe gRa g YRS - R

{9) ritain and the Dic;atofa - Sgtqn-?&tson - p. 58.
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cléuse of Part V of the Trcaty Open - No one today will
reascnably tr? to argue that these two provlialons do not
constitute a morsl obligation on the Allles and that Germany
has a strong casédagainst them for not reducing their own
forcos subsequently to her own dlsermsment, As & metter

of fact the A11le3' slm was to put Germsny at the blggest

poasible disadvantage, milltary, to thenm; end this aim was
far stronger in the minds of the AXllied statesmen than the
wider one of securlng permanent peace by reduclng ermaments

all round. Thay were blind not to see that if a general dis~

e e i e e e PR g —— T o i s L
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armament does not follow within a certain number of ysars then

the rearmement of Germany wss Bound to follow - &8 1¢ did end

TR P A,

on what & scale - And the world et larga, coptinued in spits
- of the Geneva speeches full of good reselutions seldom acoom-
pmnisd by action, its military paerads .

The peace esntablishad was therefors an armed peace, in
truth an armistica., 1t has ended one chapter of history, but
at the ssme time, it had opened another. Ipn 8 word”@EQr?rbatyfgv
of Versallles was et once and the same time tha-apilogﬁa of
one war and the prologue - still hidden in the first yesrs «
of another, -

Now why wes it so ? The one mairn rseson was the -
dangaroﬁs edoption by the Paris Confercnce in the drafting of
the Treaty of one single underlying theory which was mainly
political.



Let me put it clearly : the Congross of Vienna in
1815 remoulded Rurops on the princionle of "legiticHty™ and
the Peace ssttlement was frankly bhased upon the dootrine of
the Balance of Power. The statesmen In Paris in 1919, msde
the right of self-determination the basic principle of the Paris
settleszant. They thought that as the Vienna settlement gave
Europs 50 years of pesce, tneir politicul system was destined
to endurs for many years in promoting a lasting peace. In fact
they swung to & dangerous extreme: Vienna had complately ignored
the 1dea of natiohality, snd Paris deslt oaly with 1% and lgnored
to 8 large degrees, more lmportant questions for the time belng
and for the future of world peace such 68 markets, rew materials,
custom houses, tariffs and trenaports. W¥when it ceme to practiocs,
the spplication of the principle, involved grave conseguences
unforeseen by its edvocates. Ag Mr. Frank Simonds puts it :
"The Parls Confersnce falled to provide Europe with a
atable system o> peace and &n adequate foundz tion of
prosperity primarily because of the impossibllity of
reconciling the ethnic and economic ciroumstances of
the Continent with the principle of sclf-determination™{1i2),
Wilson's Secretsry of State, Robert Lansing, describes
this principle as %"loaded with dynemite" end salgd,
"It will rajise hopes which ocan never be reelized. It
will, I fear, cost thousands of lives. 1In the end, it
is bound to be discredited, to be called the dreem of
an Idealist who fallad to realize the danger until too
late to chseck those who attempt to put the principle

in force., What s calamity thet the phrase was ever
uttered § Wnat a misery it will cause " (13).

- - T v e A e e S e el e T T A i A N i

{12} Can Burops kesp the Pesce - ¥Frank H. Simonds, p.35.

(13 Quoted by Alfred Cobban in his book : ®"National Saelf
Detsrmination® p. 19. ’ S
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Indecd to apply the principle of self determination
to the Centre of Eyrope = where raclal differences ars atill
accentuated by religiolMs = not only lnvolved condemning ;

minorities to live under allen and oppressive ruie, but

amounted to paessing a sentence of death upon_many cities and
upon laerge industrial reglons and agricultural areas through
the dislocetion of tragéport&tion systems. Politicsl mepara-
tion meant economic divorce and everywhere on the continent
at once with the political frontiers rose formidable tariff
walls between populations, geaterday intermingled and inter-
depanient and today separated and dissstrously out off from
one another. As the political dogma of the 19th century, the
orinciple of self deteraination proved to be completely out of
haraony witp'the economlce realltlies of the 20th;¥ Europe will
inherit after 1920 the evil of many territorial disputss and the
¢lash between those - dissatisfied - who demsnded the revision |
of the treaty, and those who had attained unity and security
with liborty, will prevent the reconcilistion of peoples and
postpone the return of the continent to normal oondltions.

And Purope was left to face 1ts own problems., As a
matter of fact there is no great power inside or outside of

Europe that did not add to the troubles of the Continents

- the Sovist Union, calling upon Burope to unite under the

banner of Communism, Fapan by starting a new ers -of imperialistic
expanaion, the U.S.A. by refysing to ratify the Treaty of
Varaaillés, thus turning their dack to Europe, abandoning_tho
policy of sctive participetion in European affalirs, and shutting

vh



thexselves into political isolstlon.

The heavy and difficult heritage of the Conrerence of
Paria rested almost excluaively on the shoulders of France
end Britain. Now there were no fundsmental divergen&ea
betwaen them as to the elm which was to be reached : Pesce aand
security for the future though aslresdy in the Conference itself
a striking difference in interest and outlook that ssparated
the: was reveeled -~ But therse wes clesrly a cunrlidt of
opinlon as to the means through which sacurity should be obtainad
and maintained. Prance and Zngland snd even the U,S.A. realized
that the main dsnger whioh would threaten the peacs, would
spring from & §05sible ravolt of those who were diasatiasfied
and sembittered by the ﬁaaca settlements, They graspsd very
clearly this fact and #oulded their respsctive polley to avert
this danger. But instead of having one cocuwon attitude whieh
neither time nor foree could have ghaken, they adopted con=
flicting policies, which were to become & najor sousce of
thelr misrbrtunas.

"The Common Idealism, insplts of differant aspeots,
whio1 hos supported the two @llied peoples to hold till the
end, till viotory oomes, disappeared like & bad fever when
the fit has pasaed" (14).

"To say the truth"”, said Mr. Clemenceau™ ths

only serious opposition to the most severe olauses

of the Amistice came from ocur British Allies, who

wanted to spare Germeny, fearing nothing muoh than

a too vivid reaction of power Lo ths benerit of
France, her.ally™ (15).
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As @ matter of faot, "British publio opinion coming back

to 1its traditions, expected thst France would accept to

reduoe her dezmands vlia-a-vls Germeny, in order that this
latter might without delay produce again and consuze, and
s0 becoms again a good customer of British industry and
commerca* (16). However, with this trend of wind and thasss
almoa?t opposite policies, "the politicians in London and Paris
wers not trying --- to work out somethling for the future the
basea of whigh would be In the conscience of the necessary
solidarities and In the inevitable coacessiona. They should
have continued the alllance of ths hearts by the alliance of
the spirita" (17}.

And from the very beginning one could have felt the
pulse pr this tenslon which will grow stronger and stronger,

the symptoms being that London thought to meke & peace with

Germeny,; while Paris wanted to sign it bestween the Allles
sgainat Germany., And this resulted inevitably in what Mr,
Alfred Fabrs Luce has perfectly snslysed as follows : =
"Every time that Germany will deoidse to viplate
the Treaty of Versailles, she will put befors
the Allies & gquestion to which they willl not be
able to give an identical answer®” (18).
"England persisted in treating the French as if they
weTe Gerpans; snd the Cermans as if they wers Engliah",
In general, the attitude towards a defeatsed enemy can

-

be twofold :

Ele; Albion - Parfide oa Loyale - Genaviéve Tabouia, p. 148,
17

{18) Quoted by Genevidve Tabouia, p. 164,
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{1) Either the victors weeken him to a point that he
#11l not be a?;e to atend on his feet 8t least for & long
tice, snd this in buflding up &an overwhelaing power equipped
+ith the mesna of ooercion to prevent or suppress sny ravoit.

{2} Oxr they sre generous towards him snd treat him on
squal footing, though he 1a defeated.

In other words, %ae Allicd Powers in 1919 could have
made a Ssvere pesce, Oor & gsenercus peace besed on amutusl under-
s;anding and trust. The Peace of Peris wses meither or rather,
it was both: Pesce with justice. _ |

Germany was 80 completely down that it would have bean
parfectly possible to impose on her the sort of pesce which

would have made 1t impossible for her to threaten snyone egalin

for gene-ationa. Not to have gone to Berlin, not to have split

Gernany into & number of small units, not to hawve mﬂdg the
Gerusns beg for mercy, say some peophe, was the blg mlstake of
the Conéaranqe. This 1s one view. Another possibility wes to
say with some people that it'béa time to set up a new world based

on justice, abol sh war, in closlng the gap leading to it, by

establishing an era 000parﬁﬁ10n instead of competition. This

was the kind of peace Pr: a' 1t Wilson wes dresming of, that he

'.promised and tried to astablish.'ﬁﬁgt thia wus ‘the kind of peace

that was pot zmslszed, any more the ;‘v d”ona was., In Zome
resueots, €“§'peaoe made at Paria 1n 1919 wis so drestic that
it gave birth few years later to & ganeration of‘ﬁma-oulpista
who were ready to do anyéhing tb help Germany to forget their

‘sina towards her, It is in this.psﬁevolant attitude that one



should find the essiness with which Cercany got elong un-
molestaed with her repudiations ol the clausss of the Versuilles
Treaty. In other respects it uaa probably the most {dealisiic
peace that had ever been written. Unfortunately the two kinds
of peace nix adbout as well aa fire and water ; let us have
snough of both togsther in a small crace, the result Is first
st=am preasure and then explosion. 4And this is exsctly what
nappenad with the Feace of Paria. In its ena’ence, the conflioct
was 8 cinflict betwecn ldeelism and rasliszx.

»:'an, sald President Wilson, 1s an unimal peaceful

by nature; if sometimes he makes var, it is because

he hes heer induoed into error by false prophets;

expel then and you will hqve eternal jpenca©,

"No, sald Marshall Fosh : "The Gerinan 18 an animal

warlike by nature; after this defest he will get

ready for the revenge; oageinst this revenge we will

need physical guarantees rather than spiritual®({l19)}.

"This river" (the Rhine) he said, "settles everything.

And a2t the very Conference he denounced the milltary

clauses in & lapldary way: "It will lest five years,

may be 10, may be even 15 years, After that you will

have 2 third war with the Cermans" (20}.

And hqﬁwas_tragically right. The solutlion which was
found was d compromise, which sinned from both ways. "We had
mixed up the principle of forece and the principle of conollie~
tion to a point where both oceased to uot or to react™ (21).

Burope had aowed the sseds of the next war with ita own

hands. One of the Anerican delegatses to the Peace Conference

A A S i . Y e v Sk A A i I - Y ey T s v el S T S el D e v S A

{19}&)Quoted by the Hon., Harold Nicolson 4.P. in his lecture :
(20) "Ce qu'on peut spprendre des traités de 1919" reproduced
in Choix No. B P 36 3?. )

(81} Xdenm : Cchotx pe 37._



Gzneral Tasker Bliss, mede one o the sﬁré&deat prophecies
about the settlsment at the time : |
"ie are in for a low period", he said, "then a
nhigh period, then there will be the devil to pay
all over the world".
As a patter of faect, we may distinguish three mein
perlods, ian the 20 years that slapsed }rom 1919 to 1939 :
{1) From 1919 to 1924, &n era which I shall o2ll an "REra
of traenaitionn which corresponds to the low period Ganéral
Bliss had in mind.
(2) Trom 1924 - 1929, the "Era of prosperity" or high
parlod, snd .. .
(3) Prom 1929 - 1939, the perlod whish the present work
deals with and that I shell oall the "Era of fsilure".
The first and second perlods are outaide the scope of

my study. The third period 1s the mein object of my thesis.
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CHAPTER 2

Why have I chosen 1929 as & starting point ?

From 1918 to 1923, the Alllea had pursued a vindictive

v S oo N e R Aol

pesce, without getting anything constructive out of 1t. In
1924 they began at lest to cooperate with Gsrmany in the re=-
constructlon of Zurope. It was the beginning of an era of
prosrerity, of real pesce, and of great hopes, an era of which
1929 i3 the end, and for many feasons.

To begin with, Germany no loﬁgar poasessed Stressemana,
the one stateamsn who might have succeeded in pafauading the
Allies to lighten Germany's burden ef the time of the genersl
economic gollepse. e had praotised the "polley of fulfilment
of the treaty obligations, the only sound policy - not dsvoid
of heroism = that Germeny cpuld have on the morrow of defeat;
he had sigsned wlth France, Belglum, Englesnd snd Italy the
Locarno Pact 1n October 1925, & Paot 30 lmportant alongz the
path of solving the thorany problem of France's sscurity, that
Europe for some years 1176@ qulet and peace-minded under the
widely astretched wings of the "spirlt of Locarno™. And less
than a year later, he ﬁad sugecesded in letting Goermaeny enter
the Lsague of Natlons on an equal footing with the other FPowers.

His death on October 3rd, 1929, "lsft & blenk a&mong the
statesmen of Burope which remained unfillsd® (B2)., He dias-

appearsd at & time when Furope and chierly Germéhy needed
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{22) Britain & the Dictators - Seton Watson.
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him most for one could say without exsggeration that his
death happening at the time of the World sconomic ocollapse
tolled_tha.bell for the German Republic. To Burope Streseusn's _
d2ath meant & great loss for after all, th; prodlen racing.
Zurope was nainly the Germea problem; and_to solve it in
dealing with such men as Streseman wes, intdrnetionally -
minded and honeatly cuoperating to kesp the peace, would have
been &n essy Jjob : Locarno wes the first step towards such co-
operation, and the evacuation of the Rhineland by the British
on September l4th, and the rirst and second zpne of the same
territory by french asnd Belgien troops on November 30th 1929,
was the first immediate and constructive result of suoh 8
poliecy. |

Unfortunaely too; the year 1929 marks the weaksening
of Briend's power at the Forelgn Office - Briand who had gulded
France into cooperstion with Germany and the only one who could
have stretched a friehdly hand to reach an agreement wit! her
in order to help her out of her financlal havoo = 4nd now over-
shadowed by the coming Yo power of the reactionéry Tardieu, the
man whﬁ had condemnsd the framers of the Versailles Treaty for
belng too lenlent, Tardiau‘whosa poliey, in refusling to grant.-_z
Chanoellor Brusning equality in armam;nts - goes a long way
to explain the coming of Hitler to power.

A third and final reason supporting my choice of
1929, 13 that 1t was the year of the greatest economie

depression the world at large had ever suffarsd.
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The odddst thing about the world et the beginning of
1929, was the general mood of optimiasm that prevailed.
Apparently e successful recovery had alrecsdy been made
from the greatest war yet known in histoiy. Thanks to the
joung Plan Germany was on her feet agaln, the newly creetsd
astlons had established theméelves, everv ngtion had belanced
its currency and machines were producing more goods. "In
1929", wrote Sir Arthur Sslter, while some oountries hed lost
in relative posltion, the world as 8 whole wes well above all
sarlier standards and seemed to be sdvancing at Bn unprecedsnted
pace to levels of prosperity nsver before thought possible™,

It was the greatest illusion. within s very short time
the world wos plunced into the greatest slump ever known; and
the crisis which ensued and which was not confined.to a country
or 8 continent but was & world crisis - caused s0 much economic
disorder snd dlstress, that according to some observers, "this
period witnessed the oollapae of democracy caplitalism and
internationalism. In meny circles raithrin Gpvernmsnt by
popular lntelligence yi@ldad to a worshlp 93sdictatorahip"(23).
Indeed, more astates abandoned democracy for dloctatorship.
Yugoslavia, Germany, and Japan, which fell under the influence
of a military "oliqua“f*finanoial and economic internationalism
Cﬁva way to the oppoaite prineiples of monopoly, economic
nationaliam, spreading like wildfire =» eapacially_in Bestern

Burope = and aspeculation, T"Statesmen", says hr. Buell, ---—-

»
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(23) Thﬁ World Adrift - Raymond Leslie Bueli'f_p. 4.



were unwilling to reconstruoet the world on a basis whioh
would remove the underlyling causes of war any more tnhn
they were willing ts reconstruct internal cconomic systems.
Governments wvhioh had not solved the soclal question could
hardly solve the international duestion. This was pexhaﬁa

the prinocipal reeson for the comparative fsilure of pescs

wechinery during the ruconstruction periocd™ (24).
i Whet was wrong wlth the prosperity of the post wgr de-
§'% cade was that Europe was living on borrowed money. Geraeny

: had borrowed £ 750 million from foreign lnvestors bhstween
t 1924 and 1928, money without which she could not finance her
industries, the profits of which were to pay har -debt metcording
to the Repsration Plan., ¥When in Cectoter 1939 the catastrophe
happensd, it hit the world in its two weskest spots : 1t hit
the borrowar znd it hit brices : for Germany.thg heaviest
debtor of all, it meant ruin, unless the Great Powers werse
ready to llighten the. burden of Reparatlions,

Unhappily for the peace of thse world, they were not

inoclined to do so; at lest when they did it end wiped off

their books the Regarations Account, it was too late, The

great demoorsoies were blind to the faot, that to ask for
Heparations at thls time of Germany most badly hit by the
slump, waes to add that fatal drop of water which will make

the glass overflow.

-
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(24) The World Adrift - Raymond Leslia'Buell, p. 27.




FAILED

II

P AR T

PEACE THAT

THE

SR &2 i S Rt ey




¥
*
B
&
b

CHAPTER 1

Prologus to the Drama

European history and to some sxtent that of the entire
world, has Leen dominated during most of the period which the
prsgent work deals with by one fect : the resurgencs of Ge{mén
powar under the dictatorship of Adolf Hitler - That Germany
should once more reenter the Furopean family of natlons as &
Great Puwer, free from the enslaving ohalns of Versailles, wes
almost a generally aoqqptad axiom emid the vioctors of yssterday.
Ani even France whioch in her enxlous quaest for security, was
trying by all means to postpone this moment, hed rscognized the
inevitabllity of such & recovery.

"But that this recovery should take place under the aegis
of National Sooialism, and thus restore, in a tenfofd sccentuated
form the dangers whioh tha world from 1914 to 1%18 had fought to
remove, cameé &g & sudden and'oompléte surprlse to the most
competent observers of the international situation"™ (25).

Even in 1929, Lord d'Abernon, the former British Ambassador
in Berlin, had ss ths only reference to Hitler, &8 footnote in his
book “An Ambhsssador or Pe@ge" = guoted by Mr, Gathorns Hardy &s
follovws : : _ .

"Hg (Hitler) was finally relessed after six moaths -~

bound over for the rest of hils sentence thareafter
fadin* into oblivion"™.

(25) A short history of International Affairs 1980-1939
G. M. Gethorne Hardy, p. 333.
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Asg recently ss 1932, Prof. Toyubee wrote thst "meny
things might be obaoufo, but the ome thing you could ocount

¥
:

on was thet the Nazis were on the down-grade™ (26)}. In the

AR

} seme yesr a CGermen Dr. Arnold Wolfers, in an address gilven

.. at Chathaem House on October 18th, on "the Crisis of the
Democratic Regime in Germany®™ said that 1t was to "the
astonishment, not only of the Germens, but of the wholéd world"™,
thet the Hitlerite Party "whioch nobody had taken éeriously iato
account?®, came Into Parliasment with 107 seats instead of the

12 it held before - He added further that "the threat of dic-
tatoraship by one party hes been teken from Germany --- @
country waich is so divided, which in ‘itself unltes such fun-
damentally different groups, charaoters, tendencles, and ideals
i3 certainly least fit for the exclusive rule of one party".
And yet on Janusry 30th, 1933, Herxr Hitler became Chancellor of
the German Relch proudly standing on the corpse of the German
Republic sparssly covered with the shattered to pleces Welmer
Constitution, serving as funeral flowers.

As a matter of faot, Germany was amerging conasolidated
from 6 six years perlod of eoonomio reconstruction: her industry,
though still borrowing foreign capitals, was on its feat agailn,
She had bscome & member of the League of Nations, and had &
permanent seat on the lLsagus counoii, the Young Plan hed gonse
some way in the path %o alleviate the heavy burden of repara-

tions and the last soldier of the Allied Foroes of ocoupation

bt PRETRY & e b L e n
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{26): International Affairs - May 1943, D. 343.
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haed finally left the Rhineland. "In other worda, at the

vory moment when the worst featur:s of the post-war system

éaemed to have been removed, when the tendenoy to treat

Germany a3 & parish had been abandoned, and ﬁhen the two
intizmately connegted problems or_disarmament and equelity hed
¢ome to occupy the very front of the Buropsan stage - 1t was

at this moment that German opiniod turned dedisivaly awsy frono
the *"policy of fulfilment™ asgociated with the name of Stresssmenn
and allowed ltself to be lashed to rfrenzy by the unbalenced elo~
quence of Adolf Hitler and a small group of reéoluta and reckless
ranatics” (27).

Why then, after such & period of constructive work and
consolidation, did the changs come aboué ? There is 8 twofold
causse which explains it : An internal and an external ons,.

In other words, there 1s at the root of the coming to powar of
the Hitlerite reglme, lnternally : &8 weakness lnherent in the

demooratic rsgime of Germany; and externally the failure of the

Allies to win over Germeny to e polioy of Europesn cooperation
bssed on equality and friendly relations.

| Let us look, to begin with, briefly into the Internel
sltuatlion of Germany for & better understanding of the collapse
of demooracy thers.

The Germany of Bismerok and of the Kaiser, and ons mey
say the preatige and power of the Hohsnzollern, were based on
three plllers : The Arﬁy, soconouio prosperity, and the weakneas
and lack of homogeneity of the political partiea. On November
11th, 1918, the Army had been defeated, sconomic life orippled -

A . Yk e . Y Snbg

(27) Britain and the Distators < R. %. Seton Watson, p. 98.
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with the lndustries dangerously injured - while the politlieal
partiss -~ which were more then twenty at that time -~ were golng
to play & dominant part in the foramstion of Governments. The
Social Pemocratic party took the lead with Ebert - with its
programms of parliamentary democrecy bassd on the voires of the
whole coumunity - agalnst the Left and the extremists led by
Xerl Liebkaecht alias Spertecus who wantcd a Soviet Hspublie
based on the dirsct rule of the working class., Thsese latter
wei'e orushsd and at the end of Januery 1919 & modersts and
democratic Assembly wes eleoted met at Weimar and drew in
February @ constlitution for the new Germany, a8 constitution
which wes the mo3t demooratic the world had sesen.

Hovwever, the strength of the Weimar Republic = its belief
in freedom - was also its wedkness.- The makers of the Con~-
stitution seenaed to have hslieved "that men de#elops his own
soul most fully, when most free from moral restrictioas.

They left him free to read, to publish, to speak, and to teadh
what he would ~-~, To moral freedom they added political free-
dom : they did not destroy their political enemles, they
toleratad them, even encouraged them" (28). 0On the oth:r hand,
the Germans are the mdst disoiplined of people, their ideals are
donuur and Duty. The Welnsr Rapgblio was torn in defesat,
nurtured in defsrence to a hudilating peace; it knew no Honou;,”_;y
By allowing moral and pdlitical freedom, 1t left no room for i

Duty =--. So moral emanocipation led@ to decsdence and liberty';fﬁ

to licence"™ (29). Mmme Grove Hainas, and Ross Hoffman,

- . —— e vy ey A - - —— - - e Aoy b

(28) The Post-War World - Hampden Jackson, p. 62
(29) Hempden Teckson in His Post War World, p. £8. -
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describing Germsny in the sams period, say that "ths early
years of the elmar Republlo saw black pessimism on the one
hend and hedonisti¢c frivolity on the other. .Ths sountry

wss 8 spiritual vold, open to every foreign influenca.from
Aamsrican jazz, musioc and busineas methods, to Boloheviat
ideologzy and orilental mysticlam. And from Germany came the
strangest.currents of thoupht snd oculture - Nudism the youth
movement - 8ll testifying the sbsolute loss of faith in
traditional clivilizetion., Weimar Gesrmany was a main rodntainé
head of thut intellectual nihilism end search for new horizons
which ran shrough the Westorn wWorld" (30).

So GCermany wes & ready prey for any wolf who would be
bold snough to spatch her off, snd rule her sccording to the
law of the Jungle - Hitler hed his foot on the stirrup, the
policy of the Allies hslped him to the saddle,

As a matter of faot, 1t seemed for a while, as 1if the
Prusuvian cast splrit had received at last the coup de grace
it needed, and had given place to the "repsntance and rebirth"™ -
liowsver, unless & political ss well as an economic and soolal
revolution accompanied this seemingly moral revolutlion, the
fine cleuses c¢f the Welmar Constitution were doomed to remaln
empty words - In carrying out these three parallsl rsvolutlions,
it would be, says Nr. Wilhelm Rofke, "making an end of the Greater
Prussian Relch and of-the foroes that were 1ita support, snd
putting in its plasoe a new Germany liberated from the hegemony

of Prussian and from the pernicious influence of the

(30} The origin and basckground.of the 2nd World ¥War -
Grove Haines & Ross Hoffman, p. 8086,
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Prussian Junkers end the hsavy industriea™ (31%. Nothing

- was done and aftar a while, the Prussian militsrist spirit,

the Junkers and the heavy industries emergad onoce more und

this time strengthened - "It waa-the neglaect of these stepa"™,
8ays «r, Ropke, "that ultimately wreocked the Weimar Republio

snd produced the 3rd Reioh" (32). It seemed that with the
coming of Hindenburg to the Presidency of the Rspublic - which
meant the recovery by the Army of its pre-war scoial position ~
and of such men as Stinnes, Thyssen and Krupp in the industrial
field, a neo-Germen spirit was emerging, much m&fa conservative
and satlionallist, not as much bellever in monsrohy as in authority,
& very keen in its quest for s strong grip, which will once more
get Germsny on the path of diseipline, duty and honour, the
principles which brased strangth ;hd force with-glory.

Maanwhile and until such time come, Germeny @ywardly wes
getting decrspit. Mor: men were thrown into thé ranks & the
unemployed which meant into the ranks of the enemies of the
8oolal Demooratic Government of the Weimar Republie; the
Communiat Party gfew steadily; all those who were dlsguated
with the moral laxity of life under the VWelmar regime, Joined
and strengthened the Catholie Party; but mors important were
besldes the Nationalists - the old,conaarxativan'raithrul to
the monarchy - the National Soolalists, & new oongervitiva

party preaching the same old beloved dootrines of duty and

(31} The German Qusstion - Wilhelm Ropke, p. 176
(s2) = " " - " % L p. 178
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honour, but with s strong emphasls on the necessity of
abolishing the Feace Treaties of Versailles, to reestadblish

the equality of rizhts for the Germsn people in its dealings
with other nations, end with strong and sttractive promises to
the mi.iele ¢lass peopls empoveriahad,-almost completaly by
inflation. Here liss the explanation of the middle oelasses,
g=nerally so very coaservative turning to & part; whloh oazlled
itself soclalist especlally 1t explains why messes of the younger
genearation, who had lost the hope ofapromising careexr, took
shelter in the Natlonsl Soclialist Party. 'As a matter of fact,
this party whioh was to have & very little suvled notoriety
rather than a8 world wide fame, as the Nazi pariy, lagked
homogeneity, for it included vsry different elements, bacause

t hay came smong all kinds of dlscontented people : anti-semites
and opponents of harxism, acousing the Jews of having played

3 very lmportant psrt in the plutooratic internationa) f inanclal
world of big business on one hand, and the Narxists on the other
hand to be at the root of the social upheasvsals in Germény; It
inocludud uprooted intellectusls ruined rentiers, unemployed
workers, small business men and oraftsmen driven into bank-
ruptey by the ocompstition of the big enterprises; but especially
& large olass of indignent petriots who had fought snd suffered -
in vein-during four years of waw, To &ll, Hitler esserted thut
those vho were to be held responsible, were the demoorats, the

merx.sts and above 2ll the Jews; to all, he promised work, the




sbollitlion of soelal privileges snd the resurgence of Gercany;
and all, discontented with the policy of the Weimar Govermment -
which they held responsible for ell the svils which they ware
suffering « voted for the Nazl Party. In 1528, this party got
2 mlllion bellots end 12 deputles; in 1930, six millions ang a-
half and 107 deputies; 1in 1932 for the elsction of the president
of the Reich, Hitler scored 13 1/2 milllons caest against 18 1/2
milllons to Hindenburg while in the same year at the leglslative
elections 14 millions ballots were cast for and 250 deputies
wers sl:cted from the Nazi Party, maeking 1t the biggest repre-
sented party in the Reichstag. Hindenburg oveécoming his
personal dislike of the mé&n called Hitler to power and on
Jamuary 30th, 1933, Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of the Reich.
50 from the beginning, this demoorsoy had its inner weak-
ness, and I may say that its death was a sulclde; for being
a democracy, it carrled toleration to fantaatio iimits, thus
breeding the bacillus that was tD kill her: "What osn be said
for 8 republic that sllows its laws to be interpreted by
monarchlst Jjudges"™, aska Y¥r. E. A. Mowrer, "its Goveroment to
ba administered by old time funotionarlies brought up in tiﬁility
to the old regime; that watches passively while reaotionnﬁry
schoolyteachers and professors teach its children to despise
the present freedom in favour of a glorified feudsal past;
that permits end encourages the revival of the militerisw that
wds chlefly respohsible for the country's present humi;iationﬁ(asl
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(33) Germany puts the Cdock back = E. A. Mowrer. T
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In addition to thess defects, ons ahould‘point out

that pgachologically the Welmsr regilme wss 1fdentified with
defeat, political collapse, the dimlnution of prestige of a
Breat natlon - now on an inferior level with the other powers 4 &[;;?
and especlally with economic and.aocial upheévala. As long as. 'L?;;
this reglme lived, 1t meant that Germany was to remaln humi-
liatsd because impotent, on her kneaes because of the Vhraaillsa-f;'
"Hiktat", And so the Germans hated it, and with it hated the
Allles because the regime to thair minds seemed to be the outi"u;
come of foreign intrusion into German affairs. g
Thus the restoration of peace in Turope ﬁepanded to a
great extent on the policy of the Allies towards Germany;
unhaspplly they mads big\mistakaa in their efforts « for therse :f&j

were pany attempts to meke the world once more safe from

aggreaion and war - to live with Germany'on friandly terms andg

S
A
B

good neighbours policy. It 1s unjust to remember the errors
of the Germans and forget those of the victors. The Allies

ware for & short while it 1s true, the sctual arbiters of

Germany's destiny; 1f they did not reach that stadbls and
mutusl understanding that was to0 be the basis of the whole

struoture of Zuropesn peace, 1t is because, as a whole, they

d1d not have sny clsar conception of the nature of the German = . |

problem and still mich less of 1ts solution. As & matter of

fect the he.rt of the problem was wsr reperations, and it ﬁaéfﬁﬁyﬁ_f
the business of the Allied Reparations Commission to devise |

the ways by which Germany waes to pay them.
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From the stert there was one major mistake made by
the Allles 1n the sense that there was no time limit set to
the payment of reparations; so thexre was no lnducement for

the Germens to exert themselves: they thought that they

) will have tO pay sternally. Op the other hand it was not
until 4pril 1921 that the total obliration was reckoned up and

the full reparations bill set at 132.000.000.000 gold marks

or about # 33.000.000.000, & huge sum that even some of the
Allies fipanclsal advisers had to admit'as'being too heavy.

The German Govsrnaent h&d no choice but to aoceptswhat was
imposed on 1t. How sincera were its efforts to-try to meot
the partial payments is a very ocontroversial problem. One
fact remalns, however, evident : Germany was unable to pay
Great Britain and the U.S.A, simitted it;Prance did not trust
Garmany's incervacity to pay. She believed tﬁat in Germany

the country was rich though the Government mey be poor, and
that great industrialists - Hugo Stinnes for example - were.
building up huge combines in the industrial centers colleating
large fortunes, but were evadlng taxatlion with the Goverament -
blesaing. The French did not seem to realize that Germany
had been impoverished through the cost of the war,”!ﬂp the_
lo:8 of forelgn markets - on the other hand it could hardly _'
be expestsd that the tax payers = rich or poor = were ready

to pay in order to meet the astromomical proportions of the
Allied demands : they rightly assuméd ﬁhat the more they

paid, the more they would have to pay - MNow & strong Goya:ng

ment might have forced all the clesses of the Garman'peoplar;
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to shoulder & heavy tex burden, But to begin with the Govern-
gent was weak: weax on one hand because on ths whole, it
lacked abls statesmen until 1924, weak on the other bscausg -
for the reasons I have alrcady glven above in describing
Germany internsally - it lacked the support of largs rractions
of the German pecple. But above 811, the Government had to

be weak; otherwlise the Allles would have objscted to & atrong

‘one, "aince & Government strong encugh to make the Germans

pay reperations taxes might well have been strong enough to
defy the Allied demandsﬁ (34)._

Ags a matter of fact, Germany was & republic with 8 very
denogratic oonstitution, its goverament depended upon the
people for lts existence; 1t needed popular vote for its
election or re-election. Thus whatever strong it mﬁy be,

"no democratic government can live, which sssumes in the eyes
of its owa people the guise of a mere collecting agenoy for
foreign ereditorsj----- The decline of the prestige of the
republid within the Reioh has been almost solely due to the‘
fact thet it has been condemned to stand before ths Germen
people aesking them to assume burdens which in ths eyes of
these people must inevitably appesr tribute" (35);

Now one fuector whioh the Allled statesmen = though
they wers surrounded by financial experts, at and after the

PFsace Gontéranoe - gsemed to have refused to fscs, was the

- i . —— .

-y -
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(34) The brigin$and background of the 2nd %orld War =
Grove Haines & Roas Hoffwman p. 19%8.

(35) Can Burope keep peace - Frank H. Simonds, p. 317,
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possibility of inflation - Hardly had Germsny started to

meet her installments that her ourrency begen tov deprsciate -
448 1t a Germen move to evade reparstions, or wes it the 1in-

evitable conssquence of the huge demands imposed on her %

A
R
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This remalns a disputed question. Howsver, there is no

doubt adout what followed : the marx went down to zero,
capital fled the country, and the German state and economy
broke down completely. In July 1922, the German Government
requested 8 moratorium on all cagh reparations payments for
ths rest of 1922 and for the fwo following years. Great
Britain favoured it, while the reactionary Poinaaré refused
the granting unless certalan "productive guarantees™ were given

to France. FEgrly in 1923 Germanywas daclared ln defsult on

a

ﬁer coal deliverles, by the Reparations Commiszlon, &nd on
January llth, Frenmch and Belglan and Italiaﬁ troops entered
ths Ruhr, heart of German industry, while Britein not only
refusad to have sny share in the action, but qualified it .

O

as illegel and contrary to the Treaty of Versailles. _
K e oocupation of the Ruhr 1s perhaps the most tragio
episode 1in the said history of post-War Zurope, for though

it wea & manoeuvre to collect reparstions from Germany by

force, in fact, 1t was meant to knock out Germany for &

Bt SRCRM AR St el o e e o

much longer period.
Nine months later Germany surrendsred unconditionally.

The Frenoﬁ”ééhqu to heve scored a8 swmashing viotory. 1In
fact it was a dlsagter of which the first to suffer was FT@#QPA'
itasslf. Garhany's passive resistance “dapgived'lwance", ﬂqyiffﬁ*

- T




- 38 -

lr. Arnold Wolfers, "of most of the meterlal advantsges which

she might otherwlse have gained. It helpad arouse public
opinion in the world and heightened the isolation of FTancé#(sﬁ).

"As a political measure for promoting the dismemberment of
Gernany? aay#_unab Grove Helnes and Ross doffuan, “"Poincaré's
action was weil designed. But as a means for meking Germeny N
pay reparationg, it was & total failure™ (37). o
For Germany the Ruhr episode - and much more passive
resistence than occupation - has been in many ways more disastr
than the World Wer itself, for it mesnt the destruction of the
middle class through unemployment and hunger; the suall businé
men and fund holders were utterly ruined, by the vertigenocus J
in the value of the mark, snd the savings of thousesnds of Ger
svaporated like watsr under the influence or.thuﬁsnﬁﬁé‘w§i1§4=
is dangerously inaccurate and superficial to say that Hlilagﬂ
is slumply 8 product of the injustices of the Treaty of Versa
one may sadopt without exaggeration the theory that the Ruhr
aiventure, was the strongest manure that transformed Garmanj
iato the most fertils land in which the Hitlerite seeda weI(
to grow up. The nationalists, the patriots swallowed ths pf
for the time belng, but later even some who did not turn Na
will be trying to Jjustify what Hitler was doing,'on the gro
that it wég all to prevent a repetition of the Ruhr episode
From another polnt of view, it had may be,-the most

{mportsnt effect on Franco-Germsn Reletions. "The policy o

- - e N . e S A —
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(33) Britain end France between two Wars = Arnold Wolfers,p

(37) The origin and background of the 2nd World Wer =~
Grove Haines and Ross Hoffman, p. 158,



- of the Treaty of Verssilles = one should explain this passivity

ty the reason given abdve.

.. vay ? Her policy was not only antagonizing more and more
i; Gerunany, but wss even splitting hsr "entente cordiale™ with

mnglend and antagonizing U.S.A. too.

§ British attitude towards the inter-Allled debts Hrawn by
;;lEairour, the programme sized at abolishing both Reparations and
féiwar debts. This would have mezant placing almost the whole cost

i;;cf the war upon the shoulders of the American people. As far

. 1% was so fer @ sound proposal. Bu:i when it came to abollsh
' + Rangrations, France put & stop, for she wes not seeking only

'lta colluat from Germeny what she had vo pay England and ths

- a7 -

snforcing the Treaty of Versailles by the uses of military
powsr was never to be used esgain"™, seys Mr, Arnold Wolfers.
nPhe first attempt had end.d in failure ~-- No Government
in France arter.1934 wes prepared to risk independent military -
section. After the occupation of the Ruhr, Germany, despite
har military inferiority, was therefore actually safs f?am
direct military pressure except on the left bank of the
Rhine™ (38). No Government in France would dare to shoulder
the risks of another adventure like the Euhr occupation. And
if France did not move to stop Germeny from increasing her

srmy and to rezjliterise the Rhineland - 2 flegrant violations

This being sald, one may ask, wiy was France acting this

The answer r-sts on an economic motive diotated by the

f;ias it goea along the way of wiping off England end Frano's debt,

T 0 el A v v Py o e S T T v A A o A

L (8) Britain snd France between two Wars = Arnold Wolfers, p.59.
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U.3.4A., but also a certain amount to repair whet the Germans
had destroysd. The result would heve been that Englend and
termany as well, would have got out of the wag st a very
cheap co3t. All that prompted_Poincaré's determinstion to
ask for some "productive guaranﬁées" fron Germany.

The inter Allied debts were to poison the atmosphere
which yet had to be b} all mesns fasvourable to the sstablishe
aent of peace, until in 1931 President Hoover's Moratorium
practically osncelled them with the largest part of Reparsiions,

Meanwhlle the Doawes and the Young Plan hed put Cermeny
once more on her feet. The Ruhr had been evacuated and Germany
was paying her reparations bill all right; but she was zbls to
30 80 thanks to the flow of American Invested money under the
form of loans. The Allies getting the reperations vill paid
transferred them to the oredit of thelr account in their debt
towaerds U.85.,A., VWhet was actually thkking place was that the
Apericen Iinvestor was paying the sAllied debts to his own

}: Government. And sll went well in the sconomioc field until
| came the depression of 1929,
Durling the same period the pollticsl appect of the Post:

War European sky was almost always cloudy in apite of tha.sun-

f; ahine of Locarno. Ag a mathter of fuct the Treaties of Locérno-
X :

wers only signed on December lat, 1925 and the world et large -
took 8 deep breath of gratitude and rellef. At last, Franoe,
Germany and Britain marched hend in hand : what was to ané

“danger the peace of Western Europe once more ?

I, -"-.n--‘L )
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HovieveTr, 1t wes & felse dewn and Locarno in splte of its

beneficient rays was a fallure; 8 fallura not because it

% wes based on wroang prineciples, but because it was not

implemsnted by larger messures of concllistion. 'The whole

problam of peuce turned around one thingz : how to win the
average Gerwan to ths new order. In fact what 1id Gerzany
want 7 She wanted to r=gain the equality thst the Treaty

of Versaillas had tsken froam her; throw off the burdsn of
reparations; get the foreign troops otut of the Rhinseland;
revise thé tresty with referénce to her eastern frontisrs.
The Allies from the outset could have given her satiafzction
to the first point inffattigé her Joln théklaague. But shse
was not invited until Septehfer 10th 1928, A£s t¢ Reparations
we have already seen what & dlsastrous pollecy the Allies
folilowed. The forslgn troops dld leave the Rhinalané, and
even rive ysars before the normal fixed date. 'In fsot
Germany was trested st last as an equal,but by the time it
was, it was too late: Hitlar vas on the way.

In truth no one coub@ have sxpected to see the wounds;
of Germany qulickly healed under the bensaficient cars of tha.
nations of the World in @ post-war perfod full of hate snd
1xj_e_qe_ntm.ant.. 'But what was untorgiv#bls wbs thet eaoh nat;on
followad a national policy'in ruﬁction of its own immediate

;'1ntarssta, and the various polioies'did not mix.
France, ‘to start with, ~ and this is the most importent

end persaistent single taotofﬁ;n European affairs following

. - SN



1919 == demanded segurity -« Having failed to obtain 1t

from her former Allies = England and U.5.A,, who had how=
ever promised her treaties of Alliance sagainst & German
attack, worked feverishly to find some compensation in s

aystem of Alifances : In 1920 she silgned a treaty with

Py AR Dy S AT R S ot i g/ e G
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i Belgium and 1921 with Poland : 1in 1924 Czechoslovakis

joined the Frennh.ewwf; Rumanla and Yugoslavia linksd with
Czechoslovakie in the "Little Entente™ became Frunce's falthw
ful satellites,

All these slliances, which 1n fact wera nothing else
than the old gume of balence of power, made the Germans feel
that they vere being "encircled” by a ring o} atroang military
states, deterainad to enforce the "Versallles Diktat™, - a fact
which Indeed was not far from the truth, Who was to blume for
this de facto "Elnkrelsung" - enclirelement of Gerﬁany, which,
in speaking real politics, was meant to ksep her down ? No-
tody oould'deny thet this ring of alliances prevented any
peaceful revision of Cermany's eastern frontlers. Of this
earliest mistakes of the poat-war yeers, U,3.A. and England
should bear the responsibility because of thelr fafllure to
ratify the-guarantee treatieas with Fronoe.

S0 England, primerily busy with problems of empire,
economic and labor troubles, kept out of Europe in the sense
thet she refused to cdrmit herself in advence to eny kind of
action in Turopean politics, until it was too late to save
the Legague and the new order she ned establishad in drarying
the clauges of the Treaty of Versailles. .
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'whiop the Allies never succeeded to find a aolutiqn - axooyivjj4°gf.f
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Ag for the U.8.A., having enteBed the War she with-
drew from the peace, following « mere iaolationiét policy,
in refusing to join the Lgague or share in the building of
a new order. The Versailles Traﬁty gseened a document quite
foreign to her and with whlch, she had nothing to do.

Italy too had her problems. Afte: a period of up-
heaval, her government was ssized by the Fesclsts under the
leadership of Mussolini vwho carried her ca the road of mili-.
terlsm end conquest, using the League ﬁhenevar ;t suited his
purpose to do so. Lastly Sovliet Hussia, for ariong time was :
excluded from the Lsague and for that mstter. .from all Europeanfi
affairs, while Fapan like Italy pursued an opportunist course.}

So the pioture of the immediate post-war perlod, is ontﬂ;
in which the Grea_t Powers are very little inclined or willing
to sutordinate their own uational interests to the broader -

international interests. They too were unéble to agree on &

common policy for peace. Moreover, when there was a'dispute

or a gonflict between two nations, the League tried to mediaudgg

but the pescaful solution 1t suggeated was accepted as long as.
both partles to the dispute were willing to acogept it. 1In
case 8 strong perty was unwilling then the League had to give'g
way : Polend o:cuping Vilna, di%ﬂﬁr dhelling Corfu - The
siﬁuatioh raméined thp same, for the League 1ac§pd'tne foroe
it ocould use to change it. |

Add to all that the thoray problem of disarmament to

" in the naval field st the Washington Navsl Qonfersence of 1928 < I
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beoause they did not went to, 2nd ope wlll have ths sad:
ploture of that "Low Perlod" of Post=War Rurope. :

Ag a matier of faot "no probdlem of thg post-war world
has been attacked more frequently or with less sucoess than
that of disarmemsnt., Uniform fellure has not, however, been
dué, 8s i3 so generally beliéved, to any lack of pverception

on the part of peoples of ths waste and dan~sr of militsry

establishmenté maintained onr the scale of Continental Europé.....

failure of all efforts to bring etout an internatlonsl adjuste
ment of ths problem of armaments has been ijus primarily to
the fact, little perceived Iin Anglo-3Buxon ocountries, that
armaments ars but a subordinste detsil in tné rar larger
quest lon of pesce "(39)., However, éisarmament depended on
national policies, and as these reanined irreconciliable, no
agreément could be reached. Frsnce's securlty and thet of
hsr Allies regsted upon the maintenance of the territoriel
and military oleusss ol the pesce trsaties. However, these
latter meent to diserm GCermany &3 a starting point in the
geaéral disarmament; as disarmement meent to France reduc~
tion in armies, she was not ready to ccbperate, for 1t would
gerve the Cerman policy 2f treaty revision to which Franoce is
totally opposed.

In 1921 bhe-Laague Council appointed a Commission to

study the question of reducing ermaments. The Commission
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{39} Can Burops keap peace . Frank H. Simonds, p. 285.
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put rightly the horse before the cart, in declding that

sagurity was to be given rirst to the nations, &snd dis-

aramament would loglcelly follow. 4nd so 1t drafted in

Septeaber 1923, the "Treaty oflﬁutual Agsistenoen binding

evory state to help any nation member of the LpBgue in case °

it 1s attacked, on the condition thst the attaoked nation

had feduced its armaments consistently with the level the
League wlll choose suliteble to adopt. One may ssy without
exaggeration, that had this trcaty bsen adopted, the hiatoé&

of the world might have been different. Sixtaﬁh members,
including France aocepted 1t, but England end U.S.4. and gome’

I

others, unwilling to bear the responsitilities it invelved :.
rofused to adopt it. Here wds a plan of international c¢o- i{j
operation by which alil disputes could be settled veaca’ully.
No ! +they preferred to walt untlil they were directly attacks&
From this time the cause of dlsarmement looked pretty &ark._._

Ca August 237th, 1928, slmost every country signed and _
aeopt.aa the famous Pact of Peris, the Briand-Kellogg Pact, t
whioh was to outlaw war "as an instrument of natlonal polioyi}

Howsver, later, the signatory Powers came to realize that it

did not close the gap to war. As an American writer has aagdj;;;,

"In faot the Kellog-Briand Pact produced not
‘peace, but &8 new kind of war - the undeolared

war®, N

With =0 meny instruments of peace, aigned,éha World
had many reasons to congratulate itsslf. However, one may.'“
say that they wers all but atraws in the wind, Genersl dig_'ij'-;

<

arunment_uuj.rq:qfrdn_hﬁiihg bgdn realized ;'the Treaty of . v
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kutual Assistanoce did not define the aéi;assor; the Briend-  3:{;
Kellogg Pact left open the dﬁor to “hoséllities"' Reparations w-l
and the Inter Allind debt wora atill poisoning the atmoaphere
of international relations, Franoo wag still not feeling
secure and Germany still reeling digsatisfied.

All the experiments in pe:ce of the post-war years had
then falled, "They have fallad", says .r. Frank H. Simonds,

"becau e they were based upon the assumption that what axixtéd ]

w88 Deice éﬁg that the task was to preserve it. But aotually; _j

peaée d1d not exist ---. The vanquished refused to accept the

terms which the victors had 1lmposed upon thqm in %he Paris
settlement. Ag for the.conquerors, they were resolved not to
sserifice the fruits of their triumph., Thus the struggle
which had been interrupted by the Armistice of Rethondes,

Lnd Genevs was a battlefleld, not the capital of world pescse

¢

§- was resumed after the ratification of the Treaty of Versailles™{40 :
¥

; and tranquillisy.
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CHAPTER 2

Hell Hit}er

On Maroh 29th, 1930, Dr. Bruening became prime
ministsr, and Dr. Curtlys who had succeedcd Stressemenn &n
Cetober 1929, kept the Forelgn Offlce. In that year which
opened very gloomily on Germany, they both trisd to continue
Stressemann "policy of fulfilment™; but they needed successss
and nseded them desperately, to balance the saofifieea this
policy implled, and to save the very principles of democeratic
government, they stood for. The anti-Kepublligan parties,
e3apecially the Communists and the National Soclsliats were
growing stronger every day and were hersssing the "hunger
government® - ag they oaelled it = by thelr insidious attacks
on its failure to lighten the economic¢ burdens on the Geruwan
peopie, and to satisfy the demmnds of the Jingo-national sts
for an equality in armaments with the other natlions. 1If only
the Powers would give Germany & bdreathing spece by gliving up
their Claim to Reparations, if only the Powers would grant
Germany sequality in srmements, either by & general disarmament
or & rearmament of Germany ! Not only bankruptoy might bde
averted, but the gova?nmont whioh represented a d@mooratio
regime would have been strengthened and the weim;r Republioc
aqvad. At the beginning;or June 1931, th§ budget had a darioit
of some 2 47 millions (41).' Would the demooraciss of the Wtat
rescus the German Ropublio 3 |

-

(41) Figure given by Nre John Whesler-Benett in an eddress
glven at Chathan House on June 20th, 19333,



Ssotion 1

Fallure of the Heconomlec Conference :

On June 9th 1931, Bruening was in London to ask for a
moratorium. England was'willing to glve Germany a clesn-ocut
snd to reparstions, but Frence now financlally strong, wevered,
with the result that!Bruening‘went beck to Germany empty-~handed.
It 1s true, he was to stay 1in office until June 1932, dbut from
June 1931, he knew he was virtually & defeated msn, for thers
is no doubt that pudbliec oplnion in Germany exyected a)%elievad
that he would be back frow England with the mgrétorium. His
rsturn to Berlin - having failed in his mission - was a signal
for an attsck on hinm bf the great industrislists snd businaess
men. A press campaelign was furiously launched at him and &
famous cartoon appeared in a German nswapaper-in Berlin re-
presenting ilchel {Gsrmany) receiving Bruening ut the astetion.

Michel : "“4hat have you brought me"?

Bruening: "Whet we always bring you when we go on &

trip : 8 silver 'nothing' and & gold 'welit!
a little longer®.

And Germany could not weif a little longer. As & matter
of fact what saved the Bruening government from almost 1mmediatq.
defeat was the Hoover Moratorium issued on June 20th 1941, au§$ ”
pending for one year the payment of rgggiétg%us. May be too,
any definite sction by the Buropean Governments in this mntta:faf'
might have strengthensd Dr. Bruening's bogition internally. o

But delay and modification did not save CGermany's oredit and
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did not restore oconfldence which wes the main purpose of

the moratorium. Almost everyone, but the French, had realigzed

that Adr. Hoover's moratorium mesnt the end of reparations. But

in his right to preserve the German nepublic, Bruening would

have been greatly strengthened, if the Weatern democrscles

had axnowledged the fecet - @specially France whioh was ocon-

vinced thet GCermany was sxsggerating her dlstress - that

Germany wss rzally unable to pay, and had wiped reparations

off their books. It seemed that the Powers were abandoning

Germany to its fate. However, 8 Conference was schsduled to

mest and discuss the subject in January 193.. .But largely ddé_ 

to the French opposition, it wes postponed until Juns. And ian

June, it was too ;ate.for Bruening was alreedy cut of office aﬁ§

the Nazis well on the way in. "Germany had been defeated for ?E;

the last time™, --- "she was escaping the clutoh of the povers ;il

that had humllisted her. The world they hed made was bresking -

up end in the break-up Germany would find her rasurraction"(42). 
So, #a it appears, the question which ia %o be &sked, __'"i

should be not how mieh, but how little was done by Great Britain,.

Frence and the other Buropean nations, towarda & solution of
Germany's economic crislis. In fect what should have been round, |
was miuch less a solution of tha Cermen almost desperate aituatiog,.'
than an international solution of the depression, in which the fé{
world was still struggling, eand of whioh the German scute criuiqji:;

was but one aspeot - And towards it, indsed, the Powers did very

little,

{42) The origins and daokground of the seoond World Wer -
Grove ilaines & Ross Hoffwenn, p. 274.
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‘League proved impotent in the world orisis.

Their competition in the economic field, had caused
the Great deprsssion of 1929; but what aggraveted the sconomio
diaequilibrium; was the frequenoy of ths monetary crislis due
to inflstion on one hand with 1ts results of the depreqtation
of the ourrency, the weskening of the credit, the rise 1#
prices - and to the instabillty of exchanges on the other
whioh by the difficulties 1t created to international trads,
mads it fmposaible to restore the esconcmlo equilibrium of the
world st lerge. It is not surprising that thls latter aben~
doned ons of the most importent gensral principles on which the
sconomic¢ business of the world 26y be done, nemely the principle
of the division of lebour, and adopted thet of economic nations-
lism, which meant in faot a divided world and & poor vorld.

As & m8iter of fact there wes a movement towards intar-
natlonal co-operation to avert economic breakdown and to restorse

internstional trade, embodied namely in the lLeague : but it

‘ssemed that all efforts towards such s cooperation were 1in-

slncere, A3 soon aé one nation's interests were sscen to

Ibe threatenaed, it laad to the failure of any ettempt made %o
deal with the economio orisis. Indsed it weas very eesy, in
view of its constitution to block the way to thae Lpgague whish
wea trylng to remove the obstecles to sconomle prosperity;
add to that the insistenoe of public opinion upon national

sovereignty and one may have the explanation as to why the

-
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Moreover in Juns 1933 the World Monetary and
Econonic Confersnce met in London under Le&gus susploes,
to try to put'an end to the fluotuation of ocurrencies and
the multiplication of tarirfs whioh were almost wiping off
interns tional trade., It seemed as 1f it was about to )
'aohieve aomething very constructive. Unfortunately as
usual, there had to be some kind of opposition - this tinme
Amerloats = which diassolved altogether the Conferenoe.
Roosevelt wes letting the dollar drop ia value, while he
showed no intention whatsocever to agree to anything that
might bring down prices in America. And he caffed to the
Conference such words that shattered this international move
of cooparation to pisces. ™"The sound internal economio sgotem
of a nation 18 s greatsr factor 1in its well-telng than the
price of its ourrency in chenglng terms of the currencies of
othar nations «-=«-= the U.3. aesksd the kind of dollar which
8 generation hence will have the ssmeé purochasing power and
dabt-péying power &g the dollar we hope to attain in the nesr

future -—---—".- The Conference was dead,

Sasotion 2

Pailure of Disarmament : _

It was the same way'ﬁith Disermament of which the last
aet of the drama wss being played in the long-postponaa'.
Dissrmement Confersnce which had finally met in Geneva in

Februsry 1932,
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One may say that the Confersnoe was doomed to fellure
from the start; on one hand, France snd her sllies, 83 bs~
fore, were still insiasting that security must come before
disarmament; on the other the powers st ill refused to grunt
Frsnce guarantéas of military aild in oase of attack, the only
kind of sequrity she considersd adequate. In fact, the trazilc
side of thla conference -~ though 1t appeaers to be aanlnly the
fallurs to achisve mnything constructive which might have
guided the whole world on the road to pescs - was that this
meeting was but another arena to serious disagresments betwsen
French and British.

Seourlty, say the Britiéh, could be scquired only in
proportion to the effective uni proportional‘disarmamant of
all countries. Alone, the abolition of ths race to armements
by this limitation of war potential could give ssourlty. And
so they aocusod franca to do everything she could, even detrl-
mentel to the REuropean equilibrium, to keep an effective
militafy superiority on Germany. (43).

The French, to whom wer poteantial was muoh l8ss &
question of men power, than 3 question of mentality, and to
whom the Germans are warlike by nature, oould pnot accept
England's thesis. If, they said, the Leagus &f Natlions, had
at its disposal a mighty force to make right pravail over
might, then the proﬂlem of disarmament is solved. But when

M. Tardieu, who was the French Prime Minister proposed such
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(43) Albion perfide ou loyele - Genevidve Taboulis - p. 230.



an internatlonel force to be put at the disposal of thg.
Lsegue, BEngland refused to be & party to the plan.

It 1s not surprising therefore that Bruening went
back to Germany once more empty-hended. He had ocome to
Genava, -xpleined the situation to the British, Amerioen and
Itélian delagates, and won thelr conssnt in grantiang Geraany
equality in srmaments in principle. He needed badly such &
sucoess in s question which was considered in Gerupany as an
unbearable humilistion and 8 permanent offense to the German
national fseling. But when he came L0 the French dalegate;
¥r. Tardieu prstended to be too ill to see him. And BoO
¥rusning went back, realizing es he went thét his railure
mesnt the end of his Government.

Ag & mAatter of fach Germeny's argument. in favour of
_equality of rights in srmanents, eppearsd to be convinocling
to Italian, British and Americen opinlon; tc the French too,
it hed some value. But at the same time ths French had the
impression that while Germany wes officially claiming equality
in disarmament, its leaders not only did not bellisve in such
a8 general disarmeament, but seemed to hope that it would never
happen, 8o that they would have some ground to rearm.

— We belleve that the Frenoh, having such impreasion ahd
oonsidering thet a8 German rearuﬁgsnt would be & calemity not
only to France but to ths world at large, and béing afraid
of it, should have headed the genersl move to disarm. It
would have kept Germany down - weak as she was, she was not

a matoh for France even, if the latter would have cut down
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relatively her armement - and 1t would heve given the world

a proof of France's good-will to ablde by the mnilitary

clsuses of the Treaty of Versailles, snd to stretech & helping
hand td her former ensmy with a spirit devold of rencour and
grudge. How muech could such sttitule have gone towards smooth-
ing the internstional stmosphere remains g matter of specula-
tion, However, 1. would have undoubtadly strongly appesled to
tha 3ritish spirit of "fair play"”, and would have pushed un-
conditlonally England into the Frenoch Can D,

It sesmed that the Powers considered the problem of
Disarmesuwent, as of little concern to them and thought -~ wrongly -
that France should not take it so much st hesrt. Ag Danisl
Halevy wrote : "This demend (the German) for equality of rights =--
worrias only France 1n an lmmediate and prassing way. The
Americans far away, find it naturel and espprove it. The
British abgent-minded understand it. Fucist Itsly supports
1t~ (44). |

Indeed 1t was 8 thorny problem, but Europs miised its
last chence to save the German Repubdlic., Once more, & Franco-
British quarrel, sharply separated the two psoples - and this
time the divergenoles over Disarmament were to leave in the
Pranch and British souls, indelible traces = and wrecked the
whole struoture of peace - The British put on Ffrance the whole

reaponsaidbility of not having given Germany "her céhanoe”™, &nd
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(44) Danisl Kalevy - Courrier d'Europe -~ Juoted by
Geneviéve Tabouis, p. 231.
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the Fronch saw in the British attitude s help to Germeny,
based on the o0ld princlple of Balance of Paoser.

Now, nobody can deuy that the Freneh attitude was
blameworthy, and that thererore,'Franoe was to be held
respongible for the ultimate breakdown of the Confersnce.
ﬁut, how much could have remuined of this attitude towaerds
the problem of Disarmament if the Anglo Saxons hed glven
France the gusrantees she was asking for ? Undoubtsdly
very little. But 1t ssems that there was sn inabllity on
the part of the Anglo-Ssxons to underBtand both the Germans
and the Franch. They saw, on the ome hand, in the Uerman
claim to equality a justified rsvendication based on Article 8
of the Covenent of the Lgague, which made 8 general disarmsment
the corollary of Germeny's own disarmement. And they saw on
ths other hand, that from Artiocle 8,_France‘mma only willing
to put into practice the clruses whioh deprived Germany of
her war potential, and that, therefore, ths only danger for
the future of the pesce, to public opinion and the Govornmﬁnt
of England as well, seemsd to be the possibilities of develop-
ment of the French militery force on the Continent,

But they did not ses that Germany's claim was much less
intendad to have equality in disarmement than squality in
armament, and that her war potential meant 2 potentiasl milltary
aggression, a swofd of Damocles hang over Xurops. And they
did not see that Frunce's sscurity was not a myth invented

to keep Germany down, but @ real faot, essential if any
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structurs of peace was to be bullt in Zurops., In fact,

France's sscurity proved to be thelr own, but they did not e
reallze at that time that the F:ench force might serve their 5;?
own interssts., This having baen-saia, ons m8y aak what would -

have happened, if e sstisfactory solution to the problem of

Disarmenment hsd been reached long before 1932, Undoubtsdly

if the nations had agreed to lov.er their war potentiél, Germany
would have had no more ground o: whilch to argue for her right
to rearm, and to rearm in such a frightful menner as she did.
But,fhsra again we ocome back to the much debated questlon ;

would a general disermament bring security, or security should

be firat obtained, end s general disarwament will follow ?

s o T SIS el s WA e e e

"iay those who belleve that they have indefinite time at their

W

i dispossl", said Litvinov at Geneva in 1932, mnot receive a ruds

é }: shook one day™ (45).

; And so the Anglo-Saxons refused the guarsntees, and Frange
refused to disarﬁ. end ==-~= Digarmament collépsad. kr. Politis,

L the Vice President of the Conference, sums up and very objectively

PR

the fallure of the Conference ss follows ¢

"Neither London, nor Paris, understood that 1t would
hava been better to r:ach & limping and temporary
agresement between the iwo gountries, rather than
glve by thelr disagreemsnt the pretext CGermany sought
to escepe any coatrol, continne hexr sffort to rearm,
withdraw from the Conference &and quit the League of -
Nations" {46).

-
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Quoted by Frederick L. Schuman in his : "Soviet Politics
at home and abroad, p. 230,

Quoted by Genevidve Tabdbouls in : Alblon Perfide ou Loyéls,
P 255. C
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Disarmament was dead. But nothing showed in 1932,
better the fearful consequences that this burlal waas to have,
than a cartoon of the Evening Btandard showing & man, on
whoss baok is written thse word.“Civilization", digging a
grave to bury "Dlsarmement"™, repres:nted by a lady reising
her head out of the coffin and addressihg the meén 1n thsse
terms : "Better make it wide snough to hol