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"It 12 the nature of the Arab temperament
to coneeive action in spasms rather than
on a plan of sustained effort, and the
history of any national movement ig in a
senee a ohronicle of vivid outburstes with
periods of regovery and preparation between

thom,"

Goorge Antonius,

"The Arab Autuin" .
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I. THS INTRODUCTION
A, THY THSORY OF PARTISS & PARTY QOVIRMMHNT.

Long before Pericles sald: "We differ from other States in regari-
Ing the man who holde aloof from publie 1ife not as quiet but as ues-
leas™, men were perticipating in the affaire of govermment. The State
ie the Nation coneidered as a politienil agsociation, and oporsting
through the govermment, whioh is at the same time the inetrument and
the representntive of the Nation.

Todsy, 1t le true that not everyone can be a member of the govern-
ment, but nearly everyone cun have n eny in the ehoiee of government,
Modern politienl freedom has oome to be built on = fomundntion of per-
sonal freedom, Kvery man'e clnim to form hie own judgment with the
aid of hie own conselence, neede nceess to mccurate information, free-

dom of discuerion, and freedom of nssocintion with him followmen. Man

being a soeinl animel, the right of nesocintion moon beenms the necss-
sity of self-government - so that modern popular atetes necessitute the

formation of politienl parties, which have gince become an important

branch of the government {teelf.

"An inseparable fenture of the Modern Stante, the party, ie, an
such, the embodiment of popular movereignty, which ie the prineiple
and 'dynsmie' of polities and the etate... Ae an embodiment of popular
eovereaignty, the party ie therefore the expreseion of the will of the
people, the direct inetrument through which the commun ity sharee in
government and at a further step, the govermment itself, through one
form or another."(1)

(1) Tuweiny, G., “Phe Theory of Party Government and the Ameriosn

Party aysteme, 7. V.




Similar to the State, the Party differs from it, firet, in ite
eonetitution, that unlike the Stete it ig a voluntary aseociation
bns2d on a contraot among a limited number of members; seoondly, in
ite purpose, i.4,, that the party nime ot the fulfilment of ite gouls
only in the State and through its eontrol; thirdly, that one is =
natural colleetivity, whereas the other is "artifieial”, eresnted by
man's will and requiring s rationsl explanation, an jdeology, or a
platform explaining the bamie of ite existenes, Likewiee an i‘tcra-t:
individaal, elass, racianl, or regional, is present to ineure a closer
eohesion, Though not always, this interest is usually lees than the
national interest.

Along thelr evolutionary development partiss have taken many forme,
which have dependei to & large osxtent upon the epirit, the eulture snd
the conditione of the society in which they emerged, and the structure
of the atato under whioh they have operanted. Onee they were tolarated,
&g under a demoorstia regime (1) their problem haee been to achieve a

"governmant of thes people, by the people, for the peopls.”

B, THE ngg OF POLITICAL PARTIHS IN LSBANON
o TSysmsrege

"At a moment when Surope's politiecnl nationaliem im mlresdy looe-
ing its exclusive authority ae the oreed of the age, it is entrenching
iteelf in Asin."(2)

(1) "For ite succeseful functioning demoversoy sssumes s pooiety netur-
ally integratsd, There must be a pattsrn of community life with
meaning to its people, There must be a core of epiritusl values
generally coneeded to be sound. Within suech a sveisl frame of
reference freedom of thought cen operate, Dissgressment oan be to-
lerated sinoe moet men feel confident that vioclent change will not
rerult from new and unorthodox ideas.” Herring, "Politice of

D.- “ . ’l"-
(2) l“i. m, " History of Nationalimm in the Eset™,6 p. 452,




Here intelleetunl and politicul 1life haw been wecularized, cone-
titations drawn up and republies eetablished., Nntionmlism is ousting
dominant religious sentiment and uniting people mcroee religious barriere.

Like Jurupesan nutionaliem, Arnd nutional conseiousness in Lebenom
haed 1ts origin in a literary renaiseanes., It begen e century ago with
liternry poeleties and politiesl groups roenlling the glorise of the
Arab past and deploring the oppression of PTarkish rule, Suppresred by
the Turkieh suthoritios, it developed later in British eontrolled
Sgypt. Thus between 1847 snd 1919, not lese than sight socletios were
aptablished in Syris, soms literary end othere politieal, both publie
and seoret,.(1)

§r!ha most prominent und largest literary socliety was the "gyrian
Scientifie Society”, which wns organized in 1857 and had 150 msmbers,

In it the Arad national movement attered ite first ery in an ode to
patriotism by Ibrahim Yamigi. |

In lqgi. five nenleauoutaa nt the Syrian rrotemtant College,
founded ;'loorot socioty in Beirut, They were nll Christiene, and dis-
eolved seerotly aftor ilssuing variaue revolutionary placarde, The
Pleenrd dnted Deeember 31, 1880, contnins the firet regcordcd atatoment

of an Arab politieal program.”(2)

(1)"The story of the Arab National Movement opems in Syris in 1847 with
the foundation in Beirut of a modest litoranry soeiety under ametiean
patronage,”~ d
Antonius, G., "The Arab Awakening”, z. 13, This society worksai
under the name oY tha "Soclaty of Arts and Soiences”, and had in
1849 fifty members none of whom was Moslem or Druse, Dying in 1858,
it was the firat orgenized colleotive effort to promote knowledge,

() The plaonrd contained the following demande:
1.The grant of indopendsncs to Syrim in union with the Lebanon,
2.The recognition of Aradie ae an officlal langusge in the eocuntry,
3.The removal of eeneorship, ete,. "Thie owphasis put upon the com-
munity of intereate and the politionl identity of the Lebenon with
the roet of Syrie was the natural revulsion sgainet the idea of
partition nnd separantion, and adopted the plam of un independent
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In April 1909, a bun on all the societies founded by non~-Turkish
raeinl groupe wne igeued. Between 1909 and 1914, national movements
went on both publiely and meeretly, only four of whieh would be brisfly
mentionad nere;-

1. "Al-¥Muntadn sl-adebi”, the Litersry Club, founded in Constantinople

in 1909,

E. "The Ottoman Degentralisation Party”, founded im Cairo in 191%.

3. "Al-'l‘-ahtt_l_g_ilg". whose chief objoeet wra to promote the turning of
tho Ottoman Swpire into m dusnl monarehy with the Arab provinces ag
one kingdom.

4. and “"Al-Patat", founded in Parie in 1911, the initintive »f whieh
wae Moslem, and whioch worked for the independence of all the Arsbd
eocuntries from Turkish and sl) other domination., Thim party will
be troanted olsewhere in thism treatise,

Bvolving side by side with thoss goeieties and aseoeintions, were
the fast developing newspapere, The first politiesl newspaper to be
published wiue "The Clarion of Syrin" edited by Butros al-Busteni in
1860.(1)

At the msme time the dovolopment of Wostorn eduecntion as by the
Syrian Protestant Qollege and the 8t, Joeeph in 1875 had & dnsl affect,
On the osne- hand, the eultural influenee of the West founmd ite chief
exproesion in the adoption of politiesl inetitutions end orgenigatione

and the aeguisition of Buropean languages; and on the osther hand, it

state embodying the national (me agoinet the segtarian) eoncept
of a politieal entity " Antoniue, "Phe Arab Awakenin e P 8Y,
(1) In 1870, "The Shield”, a politienl and selsntifle Ii!;nal wan
published , the motto of which wae: Love of our country ie en
article of faith, In 1893, Hind Naufal founded the first womsn's

paper, and by 1910 they numbered 16. In Beirut, the anily news-
paper, "Nasir", wae aleo edited by a lady,



halpad to transfor losnforship of nationsl movements from Christisn to
Moslem hands by ite indireet mttack on the poeiltion of the Arabie lan-
guage as the instrumeont of nationel culture,.(1)

In 19U8, an anonymous pamphliot apposred in Beiraut entitls:, "La
‘mestion Suciale et Seolair2 en Syris”, opposing Turkish influonece,
and othar influenese partieularly the Prench, and demand ing tho 8evel-
opmant of a native eanlture;

"We love Franee, but our affeetion eannot go so far sae to forget
pursalven, It ie onnéntinl in th2 intorestes alike of Qyris and of
Pranes that our eountrywmen should preserve their nantisnal charncter
and thelr own individunlity whilet deriving inspiration from Prench
ldens, We give preferonoe to French emnltura, for it hurmonises better
than any other with our memtality and our aepirmtions., But we will
naver allow our own nationsl culture to 4ie. "(2)

With tho common bond of rovived Armbie epeech, many other move-
ments made their appearance, bassd on modern national, naoularist‘and
epcinl ideas.

"I am oonvineed," wrote Qeorge Malouf, "that progrese eonsists in
traneforming all governments into lay and meoular bodies, Tt is 111o-
gienl to doduee® wverything from roligion ns 18 4ono in the wnet. It
moane turning our backs upon progress and blooking the path of our
country's futuroe from the outmet, All the misfortunes of the Hast

have their origin in religions, and prophots nre a seourge,." (8}

(1) Arabic wae the language of instruetion, and in 1876 sn Arabie
Zneyelopedin of all the Selenece wap begun by Weeif Yagigl and
eontinued by his sons and brothers. In the same year Yusaf Dibe
foundad the College de 1a Sagesse and wrote » Hirtory of syris
in 9 vole,

(£) Xohn, p. 271.

(8) KFobhn, p. 272,



In thie proeses of Woeternization, the penatration of modern liberal
thought into Syrin eume about unier ¥rench influence, speeinlly through
the tranamiesion of the idvae which inspired the French Revolution.(1l)

cn November 8, 1918, an Anglo-French deolarntion expressly rtated
the emancipation of thesee oppreseed people and the estnblisiment of
national govermmente, completely ignuoring the Sykee-Pieoot agreement of
1916, It will be rewmembered thet ever sinee thie agresment wns ocon-
cludnd until tke ond of World War T, all the Allied efforts to win over
the Arsnb population to their side wers made in the name of King Husain
and Arnh froedom. Tho only oxeoption to this was in Lebanon, whers
Huegnin'e name was nevor mentionei, and all smphasie in Allind propa-
gandn direeted to the people and the different sseccintione wae pleced
upon the coneoern of Franee for the walfare of Iebunon.(®)

Thies briof hiptorienl review bringe ue up to 1919 and the San
Pemo dscisions, Lebmnon unier the !nnautﬂ.daeerVEs more comprehenaive
trentmont 2lsewhore in thie treatipen Tt wae my aim in thie hris!
roview to point out the fact that oven under the moet severe Aespotism,
the Arabs and specially the Lebaneee have found the meane for organizing
themeslves and for associnting one with another, firet in the form of
purely literary soeleties, and luter in politienl organizations, openly

or otherwipe %o promote their own nutionnl aspirations,

C. THS NATURS & EQOPR OF THI8 TRSATISS

"HWxample ie of the first importanee in politice, beemuse politieal
ealenlation® are go complex thet we ounnot truet theory if we cannot

support it by experienee."(3) Nsny of us heve had the privilege to

(1) Ivid, p. B71.
(2) 39e Antoniue, p. 2286,
(8) Aeton, "Historical dseaye und Studies”, p. 127,
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study Folitieanl Seience in theory end to trace political porties in
their historiesl development from toxtbooks or otherwiee, Wany of ue
ars aware of whant enn be eallod pelitienl parties in theory, few from
practice, As Tobnnepe we are etill new in the development of organized
parties; thus we have baan in the habit of supporting party principles
and conlitions without enrolling ne netive and reeponeible mombere,
only recently that we have beeome conecious of the need for organisza-
tion and for group cooperation,

To b2 without 2 party is to be withont prineiple, snd sgeording
to the saying of an Snglish ptatesman, o man who dsnies party belonge
toa party ho is aphamsi of, In thim treatise T have tried to avold
what Lord Acton enlls the "tomper of party”, This ham not been very
angy, bnt I have attempte.l to undertake n soiontifie politienl invest-
igntion withont any subaserviance to the intarsste of n party or n euuse
with the beliaf that by its vory indepenione® this invegtigntion will
give the mogt valusble information on a subjeet which few people have
gtndiod oomprohensively.

Thus, 1 have found it neceesary to link thie etudy of party pol-
ities, nnd the attempt at the operntion of party govermment (1), to
the spacific mocioty and state in whieh they oscurred, Lebsmon. Tt is
my obhjeet in thie thesis to trace tho mein trends in the evolution of

'

(1) "The Perty Systom may be rogarded se an institution, pupplementary
to the government, niding the eleetorante in the selection of offi-
einl parsonnel, and in the determinetion of public poliecies, nnd
in the larger task of operanting or eriticizing the govermment, In
this sonse the party may be ragarded as a part of the govermmeht
iteolf, an extoneion of officisliem, starting out from very dofi-
nite responeibility for officisl snots to the losr Aefinite res~
ponsibility for shaping and guiding the eourse uf public opinion.”
Morriam and Gosnell, "The Ameriean Party Syetem®, p. 427.
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party politics in Lebanon since 1919, Volitienl movements and politienl
parties whose evolution himtory trancems, 414 not start out with atraight
foreard nime and with definite meane to rench these nime, Thelr aime,
their menans and their ends have chnongefd with the paseing of time by
maane of an evolutionary procese which ie marked by definite traceable
trends.

This thesis aims at tracing the definite trend of tho methodse by
which Lebaneme parties and movemants have changed to maet the new eir-
cumstances arising from situstions outmide their control, and the ex-
tont to whioh slong this development thoy have mirrored publie opinion
itself and thus won favor to perpetuste themeelvee, or have influonced
public opinion nnd mehieved their s=ime through ite control.

‘ne can sufaly say that over einee the granting of & conetitntion
to Lebanon in 1926, not a single deputy roeeived his sont In the Ohamber
by virtue of being a party man,

At the same timo very few of the partics (Plurnlistie® snd resoeia-
tions which will be mentioned here, fit in with the conception of pol-
itienl partise but rather seem as different yuuth movements and organ-
{!gfifp- saerifieing parte of their progrime to politicnl reform, apd
to an axpreesed attitude on various problems pertaining to the Arabd
World, Othere, are mere religious organizations, with expreesed pol-
itieal viewes and definite polieles,

Hence, 1t would be prafernble to follow in this troatispo Burke's
definition, that a party is any body of men unitei for promoting by
their Joint endeavoure the nationsl interest upon eome partiecular prin-
eiplos on which they are agreed,

T have seon fit to divide thie treatise into two major parte:

I.The firet part of this treantiee coneiets in & historieal narration



covaring 1919-1947, the main politieal trends and the riee and evola-
tion of parties snd tholr pslicies on two planes; politieal partiaee

and organisations proper, as well ne parlimmentsry comlitions nnd
groupinge.(1)

II. The? second part coneiste in s comprehensive analyeis of 5255 rapro=
santntive partise in Lebdbunon, in rugurd to their riee, their prineoiples
and nimae, their organizatione, thair policies, and n eritienl avalan-
tion of anch, These partiece are -

(n) The Communist Farty, chosen partionlarly beeanse of its con-

nection with a greater politiesl philomophy mnd world view,
a8 ineorporatei in the Tdua of the Comintern;
(b) The Syrian National Farty the first party to originate inm

Labanon and to d4avalop n plan and » program which transcend
the political frontiers imposad since 1919, and presching
the doetrine of a Grester Geogrnphienl Syria;

(o) The Phalanges Libanaimes, an the voiee of "integral® Tabanese

nationaliem, und baned on sxtreme patriotiem and faith in the
soparantn oxisteonce of Labanon;

(4) The Party of National app~al, bougause it has d9valopsd einece

the granting of Lobaness independonce, and beomusa {te gonsti-
tution wae framed nt & time when 1t wam no lomger necessnry to

win favour with the Mandnted Authoritiee,

(1) It will be avident that we huve avolded in thie Trontiee, the stody
of tho three Armenian particee: the Armenian Revolutionary Henshak
Farty, the irmenian Revolutionary Taa!giﬁ PaFty, and tha Armenian
Liboral Demoorat Parfy, Tha ! 1!%" . ia has boeen due to the
faot that they aromse in !Eria{ o8n 1890-1892 (excapt for the
lapt party whioh arose in 1921) and that they have direeted their
policy and thelr ideologies to the wolfure of the Armenian people
and thelr fature Armenian State, It is true thet, as found in
Lobanon, these groupe sxpreses n definite Lobunese poliey - but this
is only incidental,
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IT. THS SVOLUTIONARY DSVSLOPMSNT OF PARTISS AND THSIR
~POLICIIS TN LUSAWCN; 1919-1947 —

A. 1920-1936:

Wo have ssen that the socond half of the 19thg marked despite
Abdul Hamid's repressive policy, the infiltration of the idem of polit-
ienl aspociations and of pudblic opinion, both of which are ¥estern
political concepts me are demoerncy, regponsible government, the party-
aystem and freedom of expression., Likowims we have seen the develop~
méent of a daily and periodiesl Arsbie prese, which has tended to raise
the level of political knowledge sand understanding and hap served as n
unifying intellectual forese,

Since the San Remo declaratione were made publie, a feeling of
aontc-pi for the Wemstern Powere saw birth, for the decisione of the 4an
Remo Conforenee taken in April 1920, tranegreseed the provieions of the
League Covenant, a binding instrument on the Allies einoe the ratifion-
tion and enforcement of the Treaty of VerssYles on January 10, 1920,11)
On® oan never forget that the Mandates had been aseigned not by the
Loague of Natione, but by a body, the Supreme Council, which was oom-
posed of representatives of Prance, Great Britaln and Italy, emeh with
epooial designe of her own on the former poeseesions of the Ottoman
Smpire.

Thue one ean obperve thut,i-iee in 1832 &8 well as in 1918 & milit-
ary advance into Southern Syrim was met with the motive assistance of

the Arad inhabitante heralded by promises of political emancipation,

(1) "Both in the selection of the mmmdatory nnd in the differentintion
made as between Paleatine and the rest of the Arab territories,
the San Remo Conference had transgressed the stipulations of the
Qovenant and come to decimions whioh violated mot only the moral
but the legal obligatione of the Allies.”

Antonius, G., "The Arab Awakening”, p. 862,




allies aroused by the prospect of libarty, nnd twice the frustration
of those hopes had ite roote in the complexities of the suropesn polit-
ieal system”, (1)

In all but m fraction of the 1und, the Maniatory Symtem had to be
imposed upon the inhabitants by compuleion. (£) "The fact that the
interior of the Prench mandated torritory was motunlly conguered from
an Arab national government, gave the Prench ¥andats an unfortuna te
start, and Damascus remained the focus of anti-Freneh movement”, (3)

Yot in February 1919, when veisal wae reesived by the Qouneil of
Ton at Vorsailles ndvoonting a federation of all Araeb territories, the

Parie Oomité Gentral Syrien, 1ed by Shuclkri Ganem and George Samne

demanded the totnl separation of 8yrim from the Wejus and French pro-
tootion for the new jtate,
In the same month, when the need for gsecrecy no longar existed,

the Committee of Al-Fatat, (4) declsred its existence and that 1t will

function openly under the name of the "Arab Independence Party”, the

Independentiste., Its mombership incromesd snd ite popularity epread
over Irag, Syria and Palestine, Kleotione were held and an Aprambly
known as the "General Syrian Gongrase” was ereamtei, The resplutione
they passed, and which will be here quoted, measure the chapm bdetween
real Arab aspirations mand the Allied demigne then manifesting theomeelves
in Parie; (5)

(1) Ibia, p, 27 fr,

(2) TRT® tallies with the Report of the Ring-0rene Oommiseion of Inauiry
eont by the U,3, government inm 1919!... that the majority of the
population (save the Maronites and the Zionimts omieiled, whieh
form a small percentage of the total population) would have prefor-
red no Mandatory System, or ae a second choice a single mandate for
the whole of "Syria" under m Fower other than Franee,

Toynbee, "Survey of Hist 1926, vol, 1, p. 389,

For informat Ion about “I%-‘a‘at' eonsult earlier analysie.

In 1920, a Constitution of the Kingdom of Damascus was promulgated

though it wae nevor put into effeet ns the ¥ingdom ceased to exiet
in April 1920,

— o —
o™ & 9
e S —



-18 =

"We the undersigned membars of the General Syrian Congress provided
with eredentinle and authorisations by the inhabitents of our various
districts, Moslems, Christliane, and Jews, have agreed upon following
statoment of the desires of the people of the ecountry who have dleected
ue to pregent them to the American Seetion nf the International Com-
mission:

1. Wa ngk absolutaly complete politienl independanes for Syrim within
thege boundarise: the Temurus Syetem on the Worth; Nafeh and a line
ranning from Al-Juf to the south of the Syrian and the Yejmzian lime
to Akaba on the south; the Suphrates and ¥mbar rivers ani a line
extonding anst of Ahéfuhmal to the eamt of Al-Juf on the eaet; and
the Mediterranoean on the West,

2. We sk that ths government of this Syrian eountry should be a demo-
eratic civil eomstitutional monarehy on broad decentramlization
principles, safe-guarding the righte of minoritiee, and that the
King be <mir Foieal who earried on a glorious struggle in the cause
of our iiboration and merited osur full confidence and entire reliance.

3. Ooneidering the fact that the Arabes inhabiting the Syrisn ares nre
not naturnlly lees gifted than other more andvunced rances and thet
they are by no meune less developed then the Bulgarians, serhiuns,
Greeks and Toumanisne at the baeginning of their independence, we
protest agninst Article 22 of the Covenant of the Leagus of Natione,
placing us among the natione in their middle etage of development
whieh stand in need of n mandatory power,

4. In the uvent of the rejection of the peace econference of thie just
protest for certain consideratione that we may not understand, Ve,
rolying on the declaration of President Wilson that his object in

wvaging war wag to put an énd to the ambition of congquest and colon-
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izntion, ean only regnrd the maniste mentioned in the Covenant of
the League of Natione ane eculvalent to the rondering of econmienl
and technienl apsistunes that dose not prejudice our eomplete ipde-
pondence, And desiring thnt our covuntry should not foll prey to
colonization, nnd believing thaot the Amerienun nution ie farthest
from any thought of colonization, snd hug no politiesnl ambition in
our country, we will maek the technienl /nd eeonumic senistance from
the United Statoe of Ameriesn, providsed that such upsistance doose

not axened twanty yaare,

In the event of Ameoriesm not finding hereelf in u popition to mceept
our desire for assistnnce, we will sedk thie avvistanee from Ort.
Britain, also provided thnt such nprintance does not infringe the
complete independence und unity of our country, and that the durn-
tion of such ageistane9 dves not exceed thot mentioned in the pro-
vioue artiele,

We do not acknowladge any right elaimed by the Franeh Government in
any part whatever of our Syrian country and refuse that she shonld
aseiet us or have n hand in our country unier nny circumetances nnd
in any plnee,

Wo oppome the pretensione of the “ioniete ty eremte n Jewish common-
waalth in the southern part of Syrie, known as Palestine, and oppose
Zioniet migration to any part of our eountry; for we 40 not noknow-
ladge thelr title, but oons ider them a grave paril to our poeopls
from the national, deonomie and politiesl pointe of view, oOur
Jowiph compatriots shall enjJoy our common righte m 4 apeume the
ecommon responsibilitiae,

We ask that there should be no meparstion of the pouthern part of

Syria known as Palestine, nor of the 1ittornl part western mone,



which includas TLabanon, from the 8yrian country. Ve degire thnt
the unity of the country should be guarsnteed,
9. Ve pek complete independence for omancipated Wesopotamin md tho t
there should hn no weonomical barriers between the two countriesg”.(l)
Aleo in 1919, the Administrative Couneil of Lebunon, which hed
twice asked for a Pronch ¥andnte passed a resolution in November of
that sama yanr vigorously demanding radraegs from Prench military sdwin-
istration., On July 10, 7 out of ite 1f mumbars domanded independence
for Lebanon nnd an alliance with Syrin, Thay worse all arrested, (2)
and on September 1, the "state" of Orantar lebunon wen oraated, Accord-
ing to Mr, Toynbee, thies territorisl aggrandizewent is of doubtful nd-
vantage to Lebanon, By swalling non-Maronite and non-Ohristian elemente
in the population they grently aggreveted the nlreandy compliernted pro-
blem of molf-government on m bagis of communnl reprasentetion apd erosat-
ed n formidable impediment to that entente batween thome two Syrisn
communitiee: the Maronites and the Sunninm, ()
Since the establiehment of the Mundnte Syetem many politienl or-
ganigations have developed, prominent among which are firet, The

Palestine Arabdb Congrese, organigzed on Dee., 12, 1920, and the syrio

Palest ininn Congroes organized in Auguet 1921 at Gencve - 8 compré-

honeive body ineluding the firet and many other sempociations se well

A8 ropresentntives of Lebsnese colonies mnd exiles abroad.

(1) Prom the Piret Fubliention of the King-Crane Teport on the Near
saet, Sditor and Publiesher, H,Y,, Dec,2, 1972, p,7 ~ quoted in
Kohn p.288-% and in Antoniue, sppendix g, p. 440,

(£) Ring Hueain protested agninet the arr¢st and court martial of the
mémbora of this Lebanose Administrutive Couneil. Hwever the Leagye
of Nations still recognized Syrim ae enemy territory and 414 not
interfore, (Wright, "Mandntes under the League of Natione" p.109).
The exilee were pormitted to return in 1928, However the members of
the succeeiing eouneil were internesd in Corsliesn.

(3) Toynbee, p., 366. In August 1920, 121,879 Sunnis wore snnexed to
Lebanon and separated from Syria.
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Thelir grievances ware partly political and partly siministrative.
the division of the country into two mundanted territoriee and half
& dovzen stutae,
the frontiere and politiesl rogimes in theee statem, tha French
poliey of "dividing and raling” (1)
the failure to promote native trude and commares, thet the Mandstory
governmunt did nothing to imersmes the prospirity of the country,
the introduction of the lepreecisted Prsnch currency, rmd other mone-
tary regulations,
tho use of the French language officinlly in eourte and 9ducntionnl
inetitutions,
the suppression of eivil liborties: (=) deportatione, (b) internments.
(o) press censorship, (4) restrictions upon freedom of nesoeintion.
grievaness ngainet the choice mnd eontrol of administrative persornal
= tha fact that gifted Prench uoffieianle stay at home snd 4o not merve
their country abroad und in the colonies and mendates, (£) ate,..

The Arab nationnliete have continued to regard the Mundstory System

ae but another name for older forme of imperisl eontrol. The gyrio-

Palostinian Qongress wrote to the éth Assembly of the Langue of Nations:

"The Mandante Syetem impoeed.on ovur countriee ennnot amchieve the
praise-worthy ends nimed nt by the League of Nutions, In practice
and owing chiefly to the way in which it is mpplied, the Maundate

haee only led to their politieal snd economie retrogreseion. In

(1) See the Manifesty of the Beirut Central group of the Lebanese

Kntionnl Party, Jan, 1¢, 1923,

(2) In May 1923, 200 Lebaneea citizens petitioned the Prench government

declaring that under the sdminiptrotion of the Proneh Governor of
Lebanon, Commandant Trabaud, public funds wore equandered, elections
tampored with, the poliee corrupt, ete... They demenied sn inauiry
oommiesion. This demnnd wae not complied with, but the Commendant
wng reonlled,



its eppence it is a system of colonization pure eupd eimple, Iinstesd
of being a meane of helping theoee countriee towerde tho attainment

of the dunrest of their esepirations, complete independence.” (1)

In the worde "complete indepenisnee” liee tha key to the politieal
history of both 8yria and Lebonon under the Mandate, Thorefore it le
not surprieing that the partles :nd organizations which sprang up fol-
lowing tha astablishment of the Pronch Mandets over Syrin snd Tabopon
eonsécratod thair programe und notivitiep complotnly to ite nttainmant,
tronting other ipeuve ag epocondary in importence. This manifested 1t-
@9lf in the abeence »f a 1ong torm socinl mrd sernomie poliey. Thare
i8 no evidenes that any party or assoeintion was unfartnkinrg at thie
pariocd any profound and romlistie investigation of the country's wocisl
snd economic problems, probleme whieh were than aggravatod by the eud-
den trangition from a feudal to 2 more modern system of cconomy with
the introduction of gromtor Weetern influencep, the fnotory system of
production, the broakdown of tho strong feudal tine ste..

Tt must bs olearly understood thet politionl partice and the mors
ordarly orgonisation of publiec opinion ara of racent introduction,
Hened, it wae ngreod that the problem of political independence wns
uppdrmost, beonuee this was the most positive means of ineuring com-
mon unanimity among numsrpus fanotions torn up with communal and esct-

arinn differences,

(1) Wright, p. 98, Petitions to the Leagu® have been moet numerous
from Syrin nnd Falestine, where they proceed from organized groups.
The Syrian Qommittee in Oniro ham ront numerous petitione voleing
the olaims of the Arab Natlionaliste of Syrim and Lebanon, Tt ie
true that Syrian patitione come frow ou ide Syrim, thie ie not dune
to the fanot that diseatisfsction wus not o grest in the territory,
but that it would have been ombarassing if not dangerocue for Arab
nationaliste to eriticize the sdminietration at & period of polit-
ifonl unresrt npod ngitation, However, it is true to say that the
gyrian delegutes were refused & uearing st the 8th sereion of the
Pormanont Mandutes Commipsion nt Toms,
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The Syrian insurraetion of 1925-£6 was not in any way anticipated
by the Mandntory's reporte on Syria, The multiplicity of seote (1),
tho braach in trude oonditions, nnd the original unpopulerity of France
among the ¥osleme and the Druzos wers underlying fuoture of this revoelt,
Sven the Msandates' Commiseion found the Pronch mdministration wne not
without blame, especinlly for ite fresunant territorinl echunges of the
"statos” within the mandated srea, for ths negleet of an earlier agree-
ment with the Jobel Druse, and far the precipitaney in roform and the
tanetlessnese of Goneral Sarrail under whose sdministration the revolt
broke put. (2)

The Prench believed that the raid of Sultan el-stransh on Damascus
in 1925 had been made? in collueion with cortsin elemente in Damnsous,

the Bakri family and the "Pepple's Party”, = mationalist organizations

of intellectunle, They arrested eix membors of ite executive committes,

About the seeond weok 3f September a "National Syrian Government” was
declared while in rofuge. At the spame time Sultan al-itrash isened o
proclamation eummoning all the Syrians to fight for:

“the complete independence of iArabie Syrim, one and indivieibla,
s9a goast and interior; the institution of « nationsnl govermment
and the free eleoti on of a oonstituent assembly for the framing
of an organie law; the evacusntion of the foreign srmy of oceupn-
tion, and the ereation of a nutl onal army for the maintenance
of seourity; and the mpplioution of the prineiples of the French

(1) "In » population of only 2 1/¢ million in the territory Mendated
to France, there were no fewer than 18 4f fferent religioue cresds
more or less mutually antagonistie”. - from the RPeport of the Per-
manent Mandatee Qommission, Feb,16 - March 6, 19E£6.

(2) wright, p. B77-578.
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Revolution and the Wighte of Man." (1)
on Dee. £1, 1926, M. de Jouvenel ordered eleetione in the Alawi
and Syrian status. On Dec, 23, the leadere of the gyrian Yeople's

Party who had been in enforesd reeidenes nt Arwad wore relesred and

anceapted to coopernte with the new government on condition that:

“ 1. the Alawi and Jabel Drume states mhpould be ineorporated in the
syriann etate on a bneis of deeentralisntion, that four of the die-
triote which had been snnexed tp the Lebanon when the Greater
Lebanon was ereated should he resmtored to Syrin - (Hasbays, Washaya,
Mar jayun, Baanlbeok),

2, that in the other dietricte which hud been annexad to the Lebenon
on the same dnte elections should be held and the deantiny of anch
distriet be dsatermined by ite electe#d representetives,

3. that the relations between Syrias and Prance mhould be regulated by
troaty,

4, thnt gyrin should be adnlnigperad to membership in the lLeague of
Eantionae, -

B, that Syrian territory should be graduslly evaeuw ted by the French
foreae,

6. that the victime of the revolt should reesive esompensation,

7. that the ourrency shonid be reformed,

8, that the Judieisnl system should be unified,

9. that there shpuld be s genernl amnesty,

10, and that the Syrian government should be completely independent in
the field of internal ndminietration.” (2)

(1) Toynbee, p., 426, Undoubteily thie proelamation bears the infiuence
of Shahbander and of wemtern netional ism,
(2) Ibid, p. 43"

——



Thesa oconditione were ro jected snd a provielionsl hend of etute wase

appointed: Damnd Ahmed Nami Bay.

In January 1926, alections woere held in pursuance of the Arrete

of Dae, 2?1, 1925, and the People's Party produced n boyeott at Home and

Hamah of the polls. These wore placed undsr martinl law, cortain not-
ables including several relenpged from Arwad wore sant back., (1) The
politionl situation deteriorated caueing s greater delay in the falfil-
ment of the Mandate Charter for Syris and 1.ebunon whieh provideg for the
framing of an orgunie law within three yourg of the initial beginning
of the Mandate,

In Lebonon, the Heprepentetive Couneil drew up o constitution in
1925, providing an alected President, by convention a Christian, &
ropresentative minletry, an aleeted Chamber, a nominnted Sonsnta (later
cambined into one Chamber, £/8 elseted, 1/4 nominsted, ) Wodifisd in
1927, and 1929, it was guspended in 19328, Immedirtely after the pro-
elamation of the Lebunere Republie on the 24th of May 1926, thers was

founded in Lobanon a party of Syrien Federation. Thue the pecond marked

featurs which characteriszes our tedisue narrntion, is the predominant
wish of the majority (at leset at this mtage of our politiesl ovolution)
for unity with Syria, if not complete at lesst partially by the return

to the old pre-i920 frontiers - a unity baeed on a coemon opporition
to the French and their poliey.

Parhape the statoment of General Sarrail, whieh mppeared in "le
Temps" on Nov, 1, 1925 sume up the existing eituntion in Lebanocn and
Syria;

"That Franee exported to Syris already dietracted by indeginone

foude, the politionl =snd religioue differences, that bhuve go

(1) The leaders of the newly fmehioned Oommuniet Purty were aleo
arrepsted und ite netivities ocheoked at their start.
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long charanctorized her ovwn life,"

Wa have alrendy sden that followming the Syrismn insurrection, the
Fronoh nuthoritise attempted to ereants a change of poliey both in Syrin
and Lebanon, 80 thiut by 1988, the situstion improved with the devel opment
of solf-governing eovnstitutions in both Lebenon and Syrie. 1In 1929, in
only four of the communities, Trag, Transjordien, lobsnon and Syria, were
thers govoernmente distinet from that of the Mendatory - but even in
thess arans the native governmente lucked complete eontrol of internal
affanire and hnd almoat no control of foreign affuire. (1)

This wne the lull during which the French vested interests (2)
hopad to roguinte the weli-funetioning of the Mandnte in Syris and
Lebanon; first, to maintanin Prance ag & Mediterranean powser like Britain
and Italy; s9%eond, as a proteetion for tho maritime snd alr routes to
the Far daet; third, in defence of the oil pipe-line ¥irkuk-Tripoli (a
poliey achieved through coordinnted Prancu-British agreement); and
lastly to retain their control im Morveen, fur feur that a harmful
poliey hore would have ite repercussione in the Arnbie epenking Moslem
population of Moroseeo.

"Franee pursued a poliey oppoeing md weskening the growing tide

of Arab nationaliem with ite elnim for complete independence;
and atrongthening the tranditionally or potentislly Francophil
9lemente: the Ohrietisune, the Alewie, the ¥urie ste.; and spe-

einlly strongthening the Lebanon vie a vie the interior.” (8)

(1) wright, p., 897-398,

(2) It would be romembered that Preanch vested intereste owned 23 3/4%
of the share eapitel of the Irng Petrol Co., and that Frenes got
from 1/8-1/2 of her totnl oil eupply from Irso through Haife and
lator through Tripsli - thie aside from interest in the Jagira oil
and other vested intereste - and that Pranee hud prid by offieial
aptimnte of 1936, 4,848 m,fr. for military and eivil expenditures,

(3) Wourani, 4., "Syris and Lebunon", p. 167,
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In 1934, the Haut Commigenrint reestublished in lLebanvn & smnll
Chambar, Howsaver, K labenease politienl 1ife during thet period wap deep-
ly affected by the etruggle for squslity or superiority between s num-
bar of emnll communitiem, none of which weae etrong or big spough to
dominate the politienl seens, The repult wam that sectarian loysnl ties
and jonlousios were ptrengthensd snd communnl 4 ifferences euma to be
ragpected and reecognized despite Artieles 7.and 12 of the Conetitution
which say that all Jebaness eitiwene are equal bofors the lsw, enjoying
tha eame righte nnd dutfeg, nnd thnt they nre equnlly ndmippible to
publie officee - mo thnt in the end communitios eanmo to be ropresented
in publie offieoes nnd oven in the ¥inistries,

Whatever sense of solidurity, or of a corpornte coneeliousness etill
provailing from the sanjag administration came to be completely laeking
ander the rule of the Mandatory. This sonse of molidarity hnd been
based upon n common way of 1ifo and n common trrdition of nutonomy.
Perhaps our groatest misfortuns {e the fret that when this corpvorate
coneciousnese was loot, the differencee of opinion about the bert way
to reorsate {t 314 not embody themselves in orgeniged purties,

"The partiee whioh dominnted electione und the 1ife of the Ohsmber
wore scarcely more then loose ullimnces of prominent politieians,
bneed upon personnl common interest rather than common doctrine,
They ware o organized eo as to include representatives of all
the losding seote, Most importunt of them were the Unioniet groap
1ad by Smile 3440, and the Constitutionnliste of whom the lemding

member was Bishara al-Fhuri,

The mein divieion between theme two groupe wne the personal
rivalry of their leadere - yot the furmer wae more intransigent
in ite belisf in Lobanese independence, snd lese disposed to
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9etablish ¢lose relntione with Syria and other Arab covuntries

than the Iatter,” (1)

¥o have seon thut under the vdminietration of Gensrsl Gouraud,
Genvrnl Woygund, and Genersl sarrsail, politienl panrties of & rudiment-
ary fom existed and demonstruted before the elsetione, but 1 must
stress hors the fact that whenever it was deegirsd to presant fuarmal
eriticiem of the Mandatory authority to the Proneh Government, it wap
elwnys the custom for the lemding men to maet fur the pingle purpose
of rigning complaints, and disporeing aftorwnrde - hopdg - f powerfual
familise who halpui sbhape publie opinion in an endonvour to proteet
their own intsaresta,

From the nationnl point of view, this syrtem b d tte ndvantages,
It mnde {t more difficult for the Mandatory Authority to relset snnd
punieh those who took the initiative in druwing up proteste, mince they
ware genurelly reluctant to diweipline & lerge number of notobles at
one tims, Neverthelese, this system by strengthening the individuslig-
tic faetor, served ns a subetitate for well vrgrnived and enpable parties
- 80 thit Labanon waited until the early ninateen thirtise for the
formation of n ervp of new and vigorous ysuth srgrnisati one snd politie-
al aseocciations modeled on the ir westorn exuntarpirte, rnid rondy to
appeal to th? youth nnd to win favor with the new gencerations,

"The sarly 1930'es maw the duvelopment .f a numboer of vrolitienl

partios with » spocinl appesl to the siuented youth of the towns

- difforentiated in their doetrines =nd nimm, they were alike is

thnt they endeavoured to establieh a degree of srganization and

edhomion whiech older partise hed4 not for the wont part porsemsed;

e

(1) Houreni, p, 185.



nalika, toos in that they tried to bese their netivitios not upon
gusts of foanling or some immedintoe ob)eetive, but upon syetematie
and reansoned dcotrines (expressing nnd attempting to direct the
epirit of the youth: e restless youth, discontented both with ite
foreign masters and with ite own older generstion, conecious of
talente sand ideae nand cramped by lnek of opportunity, drawn simul-
tanspusly townrde and away from the VWeet, enger and suepicious,
hasty nnd thoughtful,) Bven when they took a parumilitnry form,
thie do¢s not muan that they were faseist, they were merely enden-
vouring to satisfy certain human needs whieh in more furtunnte
countries ure antiefied by daye of national celebration, military
servics, and voluntary orgenizations.” (1)

Among these groupe and partiee sre:

1, The Communiet Party - a conseguence of the fart developing clase

QUnneioulnoun of the proletarist whether indusfrisl or sgricultural,

whieh ignoree nntionﬁl boundaries ani hue nothing to gain from

national polieies., Having been prematurely thwarted in ite sctiv-

fties during the late 1920's, it wap allowei to refunction after 1929
2, The Syrisn National Purty, whieh first maw the light in 1932 at

Bairut, and where lt:.propngntnr ¥r, A, Sande was temching 2 course
in German, and gotting into eontaet with the intereeted youth and
staff of the American University of Reirut,

3. The Labaneso Natlonaliet party - the Phalanges 'ibanaisse, which

hae triel to romain independent of govermment nnd politicinne iriag
to arouse a coneciousness of the separate existence of lLebanon,

A® A movement it dutes with Nov, 21, 19086,

—— -

(1) Hourani, p, 196.



4. and the "Haj)adah", & Moslem Pan-Arab organization, which omerged
on Nov. 10, 1937,

Theee parties would be dealt with in greantaer detail eleeswhoere in
thie trontise, It will suffice at this junction to point out the feet
that they arose nt a timo when fapeism nnd communism were ontrenching
thomselves in Zurops, and that they undoubtedly portray thoir coloringe
in some of thelr aspoets, Iin so far ne they were affected by these
totalitarian world viovws.

Parhaps on9 of the moet importunt arabdb Nationnliet youth organiz-

ations wns the Leangus of National Aetion, whieh tried to weld into a

unity Arab youth reganrdless of thelr reepactive eountriess, Tte program

was formulated nt au Cungrese held in Hermael Lebanon in 1933, and

flourished for some yuars after th«t in the Syrien towne; e,z, Home,

Hamah, Alsppo, 2te. Its Lebunese progrem este down the following

prinoiplve:;

1. That the League is mainly 2 national, eonetruotive snd culturel party,

2. that it regurds Lebenon in ite pressmt pepgrephiesl axieteneo ae nn
indepandent Arab ecountry.

&. The League regurds the whole TLebanese peopla ap fellow eitigens with
no differentintion between them mave thoere baped on natarsl gifts,
charnctor, knowledge sand fruitful nationsl netione.

4. The Lengue, a national inetitution, dose not recognize the existence
in Lebanon of a mujority or of n minority, becnuse it does not etand
on any roligious, ssetnrian or patriarchal banin but regaris the
Labanese ag ond oohasive people, regardless of their religious bhe-
liafs., As Tobanopo ondowed with an pure Arnb netional conseiousnoss,
it 18 no longer necossary to regurd them as either Moslem or Ohriet-

ian., Any other view applied to the Lebunese would be regardoed by



the League as unworthy of the £0th ¢ standards of knowleige nand be-
littling of the Labanege themselves,

6. The Loague works far the raising of the gocinl standard of living m
the villags, fighting ageinet 1llitermey by mesns of night schoole
where educntion ie conducted by the Leagus membere,

6. The Lengue ie to diffuse the pure nationanl {des on m meientifie
basig among the Lebaness, the Arab eculture, ns well aep Latin and
fnglo-Saxon and other world cultures moulding them nationslly snd
imprinting them with Arab nationalism,

7. The League works t0 make oput of Lebunom the golden link in the chain
of Arab countrise, which would nll form eventually one unified netion.

8. The lLenguo works for the eetablismment of « juet fincneinl systom,
to ¢nable Lobanon to flourish e & summer snd winter resort, and
whieh would etimulmnte work in agriculture mnd industry.

9. The Loegu? works for the encsuragement of nutionnlly manufaotur ef
goode, and ite mombere are askei to help in consuming thees goods.

1U., The Leangue denice the right of religious dignitiariss to interfere
in polities.

11, The Lesngue equally ruegarde buth man and woman as the bamis of the
national revivel - and ie iteelf mwade up of members belonging to
both sexee. (1)

Ite elognne have bheen; order ahl organigation, obedienco, patience
and saerifieces, Never very important in the other Arad countries, 1t
suffored a alvoin blow by the death in Syrism of ite firet president -
Abdsl Razzsk ad-Dandashi.

Thus the common tradition of isla which stresses the faot that

o —

(1) Coneult "Al-Nahar", Ho, 1618, for the Arabiec text of this progream,



movemente are muade more often by individual men rather than organised
societisas, nand thut henee there ie s tondeney for the erantion by the
outetanding individunl to dieintegrate at hie Aeath, ie ssen to apply
perfectly to thie movement,

The uetivitise of thie League wore eurtniled daring the war, and
it war only in 1944, thut a gl ight revivel in 1ts setivitios enme to
be noticeable, One of its prineiples was to hoid mioof from established

governments and leaders, In this it difforsd from the Nationml Youth,

an off-shoot of the Nutional Bloe of dyris, v purimilitary organisgation
which came intoc prominence in 1956-36. OCpsen Lo members of ull religioms
- it wag & fuir repreesntative of all the religioue communitiee, part-
fculerly the Maronitee, who were eduouted under the Josuits,

Hot radfeully differant in its progrem from the Lergue of Nati onal

netion, much of ite etrongth was wasted in consliet with it., (1)

B, 1986-1989:

The yoar 1935-36 vaw the mrrivesl of the Syrisn Delegation to Paris,
where nagotiantions for m Pranco-8yrian tronty culminsted in euceees,
and where the dAraft tresty iteelf wee Initielled, Ip Lebrnon under the

lesdership of Mr, omile 54d4s, who wae then the Prasident of the Tebanesme

Rapublic, aimilar nogotiuntions ware conduetsd, and the Praneu-lebanege
treaty was initinlled in November of th? same yenr, Newae of thies
trenty was hourtily woleomed by the Maronites and the Francophil slements
in the Labanon but bitterly oppos=24 by tho Sunnie who loet all hope of
reunion with Syria.

In Janusry 1937, the constitution -f 1926 wae restored in the
Lebanon, and ¥hair Hd-Din Al-Ahdab charged with forming & now ministry.

(1) Thier i@ particularly true of the periovd dating 1987-36, and numerous
League {Inphlctn tostify to the extent of their qnarroi with the
¥Eational Youth,
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This period, more than any other in the politieanl etrife of Lebanon, is
marked by a continued domination of pectarian issuee, During the same
year a now eleetorsl law providing for a larger and newer Chamber wae
paeesed replacing the 0ld Ohamber and ite obeolete method of elections,
Novembar 1937, saw the emergenes of n new Pan-Arab youth organiea-

tion - the "Najjadah" - a national organization aiming at the 1libera-

tion of the country from all ignorance, exploitation and colomnigation, (1)
Ite motto being: "The land of the Arsbe ie for the Arabe" (2)., Ite aim
wag to combine the youth and unify their ranke; toc srouse in them =
national consciousnese; to habitunts them to obedience, diseipline and
pacrifice; to instill in them an sathletie epirit amd to d4irect all their
foroes to the raising of Lebanon's prestige, and to link Lebanon in a
anion with the other Arab countriss (3), for lLebanon hae the same

dutiee and righte ae all the other Arab countries (4),

Articles 6 nnd 7 of the Najjndah Basic Principlee expresely state

that this organization nets for the eommon good snd ie above parties
fordidding any of ite members from participating in the nationanl aleections
oven in their personal capuoities before resigning from ite obligntions.
Membore have to pledge;
To fulfill their duties towarde God and the Patherland,
To be always roady to help the neeily, and
Po obey the ordere of their superiore and the law of the
"Na)jadah". (B)
A more oritieanl mnnlyeis of thie orgenisation would be undertaken
elpewhere in the evaluntion of the Lebanese National party, the

Phalanges Libannimes,

(1) ses Article 1 of the "Na)jesdah™ Qharter,

::; e “:u: Its Basic Prine iples, 1987, Art. 4
a H 8 o ne iplien, » .

%: u-ﬂ!_l. x

) Ibid,
) “B‘ha“.m: Its Basie Prinmeiples, 1987, art. 10.




At the same time, 1.o, in Nov, 1937, a new Ohamber was olected
and was only remarkable for the hitternese and complexity of ite intern-
al digsessione, As a conesgquence thore developed a loer of interemt
and faith in the conet itutional system as applied in Lebanon, 1t wae
not only that the them popular parties and parliamentary leadere -
Unionist and Qonetitutionaliet - eemee¢d to have even a limited hold
on public opinion, but that the Lebmnness themselves pav the usslepeness
of having a costly parliament in axietence, etaffed by feudel landl orde
and eminent lawyers, wasting their time in oratory and petty quarrels
and oxhibiting a marked loee of interset Iin the country's welfare,

At the same time a8 movement of discontont with eeotarianism wag

strongthened - the Phalangoes Tibannines was supported, as wall as the
Syrian Nati onal Party, with ite docetrine of the total separation of
church and state,

A third eonsequaense wae the complaceont opinion of the arab natiion-
aliste who rogarded the failure of the conetitutional system ae puffi-
elent proof of the inetability of Lebaneso indepsndence, snid ite meed
for support from the other Aradb eountries,

Howaver, I think it would be interesting to note here that the
Syrinn experiment in nationnl governwent which wne initieted in 1986,
wae aleo a fallure, mainly because of the Turkish cleime on plexandretts;
the growth of separntiet movements in Latakis, Japirs and Jebel el-Druge;
the fallure of the Freneh government to ratify the treaty; the unrest
eaused by the Palegtine disturbmneee; the niministrntive failure of
the Nationsl govermment, and the growth of internal oppositions led by
Shahbandar and later Quwatly. Yt would be wrong to think that these
foroes 414 not have etrong repercussions on the politiesl 1life of

Lobanon - however, an analysie of their effoets would lead ue far



boyond the scope of this treatimse,

During 1989-1940 a Joint proclamsation of the politienl Arab organ-

izatione in Lebanon was iseued by:

The National Committoe

The League of National fotion
The Arnb Nationasl Party

The Syrian Natiomal Party

The National Arad Party

The Na)jadah

The Arab Union Qommittee (1)

All 7 agreed on the following demsnde;

1.

2,

4.

The formation of an independent Arab Syrian nstion ineluding Syris,
Lebonon, Palestine, Transjordan and all the other Arabd provinees
partitioned from Syria after World War I.

To recognige the Arad Syrimn netion, as a complote indivieible unity,
Thet in 80 far as the majority of the Lebaness people favor a unity
with Syria - it is neither juet nor right to allow Lebunon to lead
an independent politiesnl, eeunomie mnd military life,

The formation of an Arab federation, ineluding rll the neighbouring
Arad countries on the bagie of one unified domestic and foreign pol-
iey, proyiding for esch country a separste administrative rogime,

To reinstitute the Arab claime to Palestine, and to wage a common

war againet Zionism in =ll the other Arab eovuntries, (2)

—

(1) The fact thet the above 7 parties and orgenizatione resched anm

agreement on the enumerated resolutions, helpe a great deal in
eliminating whatever minor differences porsist in their basie
prineiples and ainme.

(2) See The Proolametion of the Aradb Politiesl Orgunizations in

Lebanon, 1989-1940;
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About the same time, in May 1939, a general eonferecnee of snll the

anti-fancist orguniszations wams held in Beirut, Prominent among ite

representatives wore the Communist purties and their different sub-
committeen,
The eneuing politiomnl eorisie in Lebanon, eams to an end in 1939

with the susponsion of the eonatitution.

C. 1939-1943:

The yonr 1939 not only saw the shrogation of the eonstitution and
the dipsolution of the Lebaness Chember, but the beginning of n totnl
world war whope effeots were too fer resohing nnd of vemt importence to
both the Syrian and the Lebaneee people,

Primarily linked to the fate of Frunce, the effect of the Prench
eapitulation and the Prench withdrnwsnl from the League of Nautions on
April 18, 1941, wvantly affected the Mandmte over Syria end Lebunon mnd
were the gparks which prompted the mationalist aspiratione for freeiom,

Genernl Dentz coneeded after many Aleturbanees and allowel Mr,
Alfred Naconche to hesnd a new ministry in the Lebsnon, At the same
time the attempt to seise control in Trag in 194]1 under Tmshid Al{
al-Gailani, in the nime of Pan-Arab nationaliem, nnd the faflura of
" thie coup, caused n wave of doubt and self eriticism over mll the
nationallst ranke in the Aranb countries, partienlarly in Syris and
Lebanon, who were them both under Viehy Freonch eontrol.

The Allied pccupation of Syriam and J,ebanon wap preceded by a Pree
Fronch proclamation, which wae iseued by Oenersl Catroux on June 8,
1941, and addreseed to the Syriene and the Lebunege people, declaring
their independence;

"At the moment when the forgces of Free Prance, united to the forcee of
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the British Ympire har slly, are entering your territory, 1 declare
that I asprume the powers, the responsibilities and the duties of the
Fepresentative of "La Franee au Levant", This in the name of Free
France which 1dentifies {teelf with the traditions]l mnd real France
and in the nsme of her Chief, Genersl de Guulle,

In thie capacity I oom# to put nn ond to the regime of the Mandnte and
to proclaim you free and indepsndent, You will thersfore, be from

hence-forward govereign mmd independent puoples mnd yon will be able

aither to form yoursolves into mepnrnte stutes or to unite into a

single state,.." (1)
On jeptomber B8, 1941, Syrian independenes wae granted, and through
a proclamation issusd by Genarrnl Cetroux on Nov, £6, 1941, Lebanese
indspenisenee under Progidant Alfred YNaccoohe enme tn be officinlly
racognizal, This proclemation received s lukewarm reeccption from the
Beirat press, mainly
(a) bagnume 1t repudinmted n11 probable union with syris, a poseibility
proclaimed on Juno 8, and iuoted in the uriginal text above;
(b) the sagond objection eentered around the following provimion of
the proclumntion:
"In recognizing yvur independence, Franece is only inspirsd by

its traditional friendmhip for Lebanon, its tutelary mission inm

this eountry during the course of coenturios and the priviliged
situntion whioh 1t hae thus nequired.” (2)

and that any future treaty with the Tebunon would be bamed on the
1986 treaty and ite provieions;

(1) Por the romainder of this proclamution, see, "The Neer Zast”,
Harris Foundation Leoturee, 1942, Appendix, p. .
(2) Ibid, p. B31



{(e) the third obJeetion was to the fullowing provielon:
“Franoe goneidere that the State of Lebanon, from a politieml
and territorial point of view, constl tutes an indivisgible unit,
the integrity of whioh must be preserved from any atteck.” (1)
thut no ochange in the Syrien and Leabanese frontiers would be sver
undertaken,

on Dee. £6 and BYth, King Ceorge VI congratulnted both the Syrien
and the Lebanege Praegidonts on the mequiegition of their politiesnl in-
dependenee, snd the romd wae oponed for the exehenge of politienl
raprecsentatives,

In Syria the fallure to hold elections und to restore the conmti-
tutional government led to general dipevntent and the revivel of the
"National Bloe", which strongly demunded the reetorntion of the 1956-39
Chsmber, or free elections, Ity primary spokeeman wae Shukri el-Cuwetly.
At the same time there wae in both 3yris and Lebanon s reavivel and
rapid growth in the eize and influence of the eoeinlist ond communist
movement, not partieulerly owing to the gpread of Marxiem se to s snateh
at any hope of ohange, ant the bettearment ¥ the hopeless sconomie pro-
blome facing the eountry - of ravitaillement, the whent supply, exces-
give inflation, ote, (2)

In Mareoh 1943 provieional governments were emtablished in both
Syria snd Lebanon to make arrengemsnte for the coming elections - heasded
by Ata Al-Ayubi and Dr, Ayyub Tabit, who was later replaced in the
Lebanon by Mr. Petro Trad,

The general olections for the first completely elscted Lebaneme
Qhamber were held in August 1943, It will suffice if we only guote

(1) Iii%, p. B32
(2) spread of the communiet movemunt, eoinoided with the eweeping
=ll.lll vietories on the Suropean battlefield sgeinet the jxis
owers,



hore the program of the National Ploec headed by kddeh, snd set down by

Georgs Akle on August 9, 1943;

1, The complete independence of Lebunon.

£, Pollowing a Tavourable poliey to the United Natione our fuithful
nllien.

3. The developmont of amicablie relations with the neighbouring countries,

on the baeis of a reciproeal rogpect to the total sovereignty of emch

4, That demoerafie Lebmnon,
a) should continue to respect the religious ereveds, and to represent
them proportionally in government,
b) to insure the perfect eguaiity of the individuaml's politienl and
eivil rights,

o) to mllocate publie vfficwe in noeordance with merit nnd ekill, and

to represent Justly the different elemente in the clivil sarviee,
B. The reform of the adminiptrative gystom md the extension of looal
sutonomy.
6. To popularise youth eduentiorn in the Lebaunon and to propugate a die-
tinotly national cultare,
7. To insure hemlth protection and the prevention of dipease.
8, To encourage, agricul ture, trade, industry and tourism,
9. To earry out general irrigntion sehemes.
Genoral mooial reforme;: the institution of firet «id nnd meianl wel-

fure stations, labor reforme, ete.

To unite nll the Lebnnepe regardlese of their ereeds into a cohemive
unity baged on a ecommon national sentiment for their Lebanese

Fathorland, (1)

The guarantee of all the righte md priviliges of Lebanese immigrants.

(1) For an Arabie text of thie program, see; M

Abella, R., "The Rvolution of Governmental teme in the lLebanon
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It is evident from a porusal of the Ai{fferont programas, that the
difforences betwsen the oandidatee wne largsly personsl, snd any confliet
of prireiples wnn of minor importance, The extrome supporters -7 Leban-
488 independence wore hendsd by sddeh and the Unioniste, snd the moder-
ate ndvoeates of autonomy hesded by Bieshara el-Yhari and the Arab
nationalimtse.

on Septomber 21, Mr. Righarn el-Vhuri was elvoted Premident, and

Llad 91-39lh ontrusted with the formation of the pew minfetry, as the

leadar of Arabd nationaliem and an 0l1d sesveints of “uwsatly snd the
indapendentiat group, the pucesssor of rl-¥atat,

Ths genoral olections h9ld in i94% marked s new change in the
politienl 1ife of Lebanon, & trand whioh {p chnrseterized by three new
faotore, which ean be enpily 8eduesi from the setione of the new Chembsr
and the Ministry which emnnated from it:

1. The fnot that the politionlly conpeioue Lebunese pepple expraossad am

open desire for the extenelon of mutonomy ond elenrly indiented their

intolerance uf any large-merls foreipn interfercence in their domastie
affairs ns under the French ¥endnte,

£. The daeire of an inorvaming number of the people to end the cornee-

tion with Franee altogether, ertegorienlly Aivided into two mein

groups:

a) Those who believed at thie utage that Great Pritain wae in 2 more
favourable position to repluce Prance.

b) And thoee who believed that proteetion should he done awny with
onee and for all, and that the fate of Lebanun depended to a greser
extont upon the goodwill of ite neighboure than upon any foreigm
eontrol - and that hence Lebanon's poliey mast be directed towards

the conellation of ite meighboure, as the most prectionl means for



gaining ite soecurity.

The fmet that Qremter Lobanon has baen aecepted by the same sxtrome

Arab nationalists who hed bittarly agitsted before against it, Thie
strange phenomena oan be explained in part sg owlng to the fuct that
Groater Lebanon is predominently Moslem and is amp & consequence lese
gaparatist than smaller Lebenon with 1ts Ohristian majority - and
that it provides thy poseibility {for ths development of non pectsrien
Arab nntionnliem,

A1l thes® and many other problems oun ba eneily dodueed from the

national press (1) and ite trestment of the Franeo-Lebanese erisie

which culminated in the November disturbmnces and which gained for

Lebanon a greater degrea of gelf-govermment. One must remember that

uside from the limitations made necepsury by war, the independent govarn-

ment of Lebanon was also limited In other respects, notnble smong which

are;:-

general, who liegislated by deorse and through the ressrvations in
the Const! tution,

The Administrative Servigee were unier the supervision of tha

Dalegate General and administersd in the upper ranka by & French
gtaff « {,e,

a) The OQommon Interestas

b) The Troupes Speoiaux

e) The Surete (Jenerals

d) The control of the Bedouins

e) Prase Consorship, ete..

- - -

(1) For greater detnils oconsult the .olloctlon of newspuper olipplngt

and articles on the Nov, 1948 crlllu. keopt at the reeord room in
the A U.B, Library at Beirut,



3, Furthor restrictlone were evident in the influence of the aldminiatra-
tive and techniesl Wronch ndvisors, and the offioers of the Troupes
Specimux (intelligenee officars) who among other thinge controlled
the supervielon of the frontiers,.

Hanee 1t im not surprieing to find thet when Riad el-8olh attompted
to raviae the conetitution mattore would come to a hendaetart, lending

to the arrsst of the Wationnl Governmont on Nov. 11, 1942, and ecalminat-

ing 1n an 11 duy etrike, It will suffiece to point put here thet the

antagonistie Fronch Attitude wap largely determinesd by the obvious devel-
opmant of oloeer relationship batwnen the Levent statee and Great Britain

-~ A movement which sooms £o have gnined impetue in proportion to the

decline of the Premeh influenee hero, the extension of British ruls

over all the integral purte of the areb world, snd the ptrongly binding

tiee of the movement for Avab unity. (1,

o wlll have oscasion to refor slsewhere to the effuvets an lLebanese

polities of thie deelining Prench power,

. 1948-1347.
¥e have already notwd the gonersi feutures in the movementy for

political independenee mnd froedom in Lebanon, The following part of
pur treatise would be conseorsnted to the ansiysie of the effscts cnused
by the nationnl etruggle far libersution on the genersl trond of publie
opinion; the chaungs in the genersl polley of the politieal orgunisations
and parties; and the genersl innovations whieh have hsd to be mude by
these movements in an attempt to sdspt themselves to cur new indepsnient
status - an era sucovsefully insugurated with the revision of our Cons-

titution and the alteration of ocur national flag.

(1) see Hewrani, "Syria and Lebanon" -~ p. £90.
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January 1, 1944, found Gemernl Catroux willing to tranefer the
Common Inteorest Servieee to the nntionml govermments of Syria snd Tebanen,
Within the next two monthe, a final ugreement sbout the rest of the
points under discuseion was arrived st - so that the end of 1944 the
only important attribute not traneferrsd wne the control of the loesl
lovies the “"troupes speciaux"’.

In September 1944, the United Stutes offieially reccgnized the ipd-
opandence of Syrim snd Lebanon., (1) Thus snpported in their naticnal
atruggie, both Syria »md Lebenon failed to endores the Lyttelton - de
Gaulle agreement of 1941 about the French priviliges snd pre-eminent
posrition here,

it this time a number of politienl orgenisatione developud in res-
ponse to the challenge genernted by our first independent nationsl govern-
ment. Baged on broad demoeratie prineiploes, all agreei that the problem
of politioal independence was of secondary importence now; that it was
no longer negegeary to reconeile themselves to the presences of n Man-
Antod Authority; but that a greanter purt of their programs should be
given up to the analysis of the exieting politienl, soeisl and economie
eituntion and to exprese a Aefinite conmeiousnsss of the negesrity for
reform, Thie objeetive reform would be the firet step towarde the
asctunl realization of internsl as well me external independence,

Frominent among these orgnnizations, was the @Greek Orthodox move-
ment of the "Ghasesssinah”, (2) which aimed ot the unifieantion of all
the Lebanese national youth, in order to ineare better understanding

among them snd to preserve their national culture and customs, It sought

(1) The USSR granted offieial recognition to the independent status
of Lebanon and Syrie in July of the same year.

(2) 8imiler movements ware; "Al-Nahda" contersd arsund Ahmed Al-Asad,
and the Shii umintiu"]}ﬁg’ esntored around Pashid RBaydun,



to renlize thie aim through the propagation of mthietic end soouting
expeiitione, tournaments, ete, whieh it thought, wonld train and dimei+
pline the youth and insure harmony and obedienee, paving the way for
greater individual and group rosponsibility in publie relntions,

As an organization the "Ghassesinah" aimed at the preservation of
the spiritual and materinlistic exigtence of Lebanon, the regult of
our special heritage aund mcouired through historiesl evolution. (1)

Ite slognn has been:; Paith, Order, sand Aetion. (2)

1944, nlso marks the spread of communism in Lebanon and 8yrim, a
unity sufficient to neutralisze the centrifugal force of sectarieniem.
Thie movement wae adopted and pupported by those who had come to
believe that nationalism was unsble to provide n stable govermment in
the countries torm up with internal divieione and obetael ee of nll kinde,

At the same time, i.e,, during 1945-1944, "The Nationml Bloe”

emerged in Lebanon headed by Michele Pharson, and vith Salim wdripge as
vies-President, FProminont smong ite members were Habibd Rubeiz and Dr,
Georges Hanna, n communiet sympathizer., Never very prominent, it ham
survived 4n the politieal scene, condueting numeroue campaigns, and
remsining fairly ineignificant,

A oonsilerable development in the movement for Arab unity took
Plaee when the Arab League wane estadlished at the Alexmmdriam Conferencs,
September - October 1944, and later in Cairo, 1945, The Protoeonl
isrued nt the ond of the Alexandris Conference emtnined a specinl
Appondix guaranteeing the independence of Lebanom within its present

frontiers on condition that the Lebanese Government would continue to

(1) The Ghasassinah; Basie Internal Code, 1944, Artiele 1
(2) 1bid, Artiols B. e oy
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pursue a poliey of independence similar to the ome adopted on 1943,

From that day on the Arab states achieved full scumlity in the
world community by joining the United Nations. ITn Pebruary 1945, Syria
and Lebanon declared war on OQermany sand Jepan and in April they eigned
the Declarntion of the United Neations, thus becoming entitled to mttend
the San Franeisco Qonferemee which was held in 1945,

In 1945-1946 agreement wam finilly reached on the withdrswal of
British and Pronch troops from lLehonon, whose independencs thus beeame
complete, It muat be stressed hore thut this does not necemsnrily mean
that the deeper prodlems which affect ths internal strueture of Lebanon
and its relation with the outside world, have sll bsen done away with,
but that on the contrary these i{esrues have all come to be the mtarting
point for the development of verious political sttitudes and viewse on
Lebanon, and have been embodied in the basic prineiples of more than
one party.

We have seen elsewhere thnt from the last pence seattlemont to
1941 France eontrolled Syriae and lLebanon as a Mandstory Power, After
the declaration of Syrian and Tebmnnese independence in 1941, the Mandsmte
enme to an end, though teohnienlly it remained in foree until the entry
of Syria and Lebanon into the United Natione Organization in April 1946,
One must remember that from ite beginning until 1943, the Lebanese
“epublie was held together by the control smnd constant intervention of
France, The collapse of France in 1940 - introduecei a new foreign power
with whieh the Arnb Eapt has sinee hnd to contend -~ and that is Tussie,
Traditionally oconnected to the Oreek Orthodox elementes in the population,
1t hsd been forelibly eut off in 1917, snd remsined up ti1ll now isolatedl
from thie cmtaect, At thims stage of the politieoal develypment of Lebanese
polities, foreign repreopentatives were exchengoed, and the communiet
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movement reschel ite apex in development,

The Lebanese problam now that our independence has been recognimed,
and no posrible changs in our frontiers im expected, ie the problem of
governmantal etrueture. That so long ae government is to be organiged
on n segtarian bueis the relation between the communities is lisble to
be atrained,

T oan sse no way out of this dilemma nt the present moment, execept
by working for ite improvement along two mmin lines: Firet, the develop-
ment of = sense of Lebunese unity and m consciousnese of the plaee of
Lebanon as & part of the Xrab World; and second, the laek of all inter-
forence and stirrings in the Lebanese politienl 1ife on the part of
interested states,

In the worde of Mr. Albert Hourani:

"Communism alons ha® the universnlity of exteneion, the supernatural
source and sanction whieh can override human dietinctions mnd hold to-
gether diverse ocommunitios in & common task,

Short of a communiet revolution in the Arab lands, there does not
gpoem any poeribility of ereating m supra-national state in the Middle
gnst.," (1)

It would be interesting to note here that the erop of new partiee
whioh aroee at this time in Lebsnon, have all attempted indirectiy to
golve these problems., Prominent smong these parties are: The farty of
¥ational Appeal (2), The Lebanese Ohristian Soelmlist Party, and the

Party of Republieun Union.
Oon March 21, 1946, Mr. Ilyre Narfouche, G, Tebet and Dr. T. Rizk

progented a formal demand for the formal recognition of a new party,

“Phe Lebanese Christian Soveialist Party”, to be centered in Beirut, This

(1) Hourani, "Minorities in the Arab World"”, p. 120
(£) This party 18 A8nlt Wi GhH slsewhers In this treatimse.




party aimed at the defonce of Labenon'e independence, #nd the raleing
of the Lebmnese gocisl and eoonomie 1svels, preserving at the snme time
the amicabla relantions with the demooratie countries perticipating in
the United Natlona Organization. (1)

Thair program included both m domestic nnd » foreign policy affirm-
ing the separate exiestence of Lebanon snd defining its relation with
the reat of the Arab countries within the framework of the Arnb Leagus
Their domestiec program coneisted of genersl demooratie and liberal re-
forme, such as: the demand for the granting of politieal statue to women,
unempl oymont insurance, old age peneions, henlth insurance, ote, Wow-
sver a oareful mnalysie of their rather lengthy progrom revesle no elae
ts the socimlist coloring suggeeted In the name of the purty. (€}

Aside from this published progrrm, nnd n fow press comments, T bave been
gmeble to truece any further development in thia party. This can be
explained as owing in part to the "ghrint ian" adjeetive atrossed in

the name of the party, and which wse bound tp receive a lukewarm recep-
tion from eertnin elements in the Lebansee populntion., In faet this
unpopularity has forced the party to alter ite name, (3)

Refore taking into considerntion the Perty of Republienn Union, we
must first study the rime of the Committee of National Tiberation in

May 1947, The specianl ¢ lroumetanees of the times, i,eo., the May Z5th
1947 #leotione in Reirut, (4) foreed it to beecome an spporition party

(1) "The rivelry of socisl elaesos im breeding a growth in goo inl de-
mooratiec nnd communistiec movements and the spresd of other purties
whioh propase far reaching soeinl refomme™ - Roureni, Syris and

( ‘l.obna". p. ERBY,

?) Phe Trogrum of the Lebunsse Christisnn Socialist Par ¥arech F1
1946 —BoTrat, L. ’

(3) Oonsult the editorial of Al-Hadith, No. £418, waroh 16, 1948.
(4) A publie opinion survey, Which a representative sample of the
Lebanese populstion anewer-d resulted in having only 12 € of the
people remembering the date of the 1943 eleotions, while a 1008
retanined the date of the 1947 eleotions,
(Aotion-September 28-29, 1947.)
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under the leadership of Abed-el~-Hamid ¥arsmi, TIn ite Manifesto it

reagolved:

1. "To confirm the deoisions 1t hud tuken on June 9, 1947, to diseolve

the Obsmber of Deputier, and to huld new electione under a neutral

govarnment,

To introduce radionl reforme, which would save Lebanon from esrtain

dangers to which it ie expoeed, o,gz.:

a)

b)

o)

0)

the total meparution und the gusrsntee of the integrnl independ-
#nea of the Lebanees Judieinl eyrtem.

To assure the respecet of public authurity, of eivil servante, and
of governmental laws mnd ieorees,

To revige the lawe dioctated by the ¥Wandnted muthority, and which
limit public froedom nnd the public liberties, That these codes
are no longer eompatible with our coneeption of demoe racy or with
Lebanon's obligntions, obligations incurrei sinece its admission
to the U.N,0, (freedom of opinion, fresiom of asroeintion, free-
dom of the proess,)

The revision by statutes of the siminimtrative aystem, The ame-
lioration of the conditione of tenchers, ete,

The crention of a pudlio uccounting depertment, smnd of rigid ine-

pection of nll pubdblie departmem tu,

f) The eptablistment of compulaory gratuitious eduention,

The formulation of a five your construetion plan - inoluding irriga=

tion; hydraulie mohemes, oto..

a)

The reduction of the high eost of living ..

b} The establisbment of a customs union with the countriss snd member

states of the Arab League,

¢) Planned exports end importe, to control the national soonomy. The
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use of foreign exchange to Iimport necessities firet, ate..
4. To hold n generai congrese on the 14th of Sept, 1947" (1)

Sinoe then two new demamd @ appenrsd in the party deoree i-gud
on Natober E8, 1947 (2);,

1. The formation of a neuntrnl government comprieming eminant Lebanese
pereonslities, to supervise the new sleections,

2, As woll ar the formation of n responsible committee chargad with the
rovieion of the come titution and the eleetornl law, _

It ie apparent from the mbove provieions, thet this party voieed
the general publiec discontent, with the May “5th alectione, ap well ne
with the govermmentnl etrue turo, the ayrtem of elections, nnd the fraud
which was stealthily eonducted. Similar eriticieme of the government'e
stand and undemooratiec interference were expresec: by nll the Tebnnese
parties, youth organizations and Indiee’' elube, (3) Sinee then, the
opposition party has had to attend to wore importsnt problems, the
Palestine problem, the monetery ngreements with France and Syris, ete,.

More g0 than during the lset elections, the month of May 1947, saw
extensive party rallies, speecher, the formulation of progrems, the
issuing of party placerde, =te. It connot be eapily determined whether
the unavowed govermnmental interferemce hrnd ee mueh to do in denying
adegunte representation to the major partice and opposition liets in
the Chamber, as their virtual wesknops, thoir laok of oohepion md unity,

(1) A tranelation of the Maniferto irsued by the Oppomition on Auguat
26, 1947, from the texte that appeared in "Le Soir" Aug. 27, 1947,
and "Beirwt ", Augunt 28, 1947,

(2) "Beirut”, ODetober 28, 1947,

(3) Oonsult the purty resolutions, prees elippings ete, on the 1947
6legtions kept at the rogord room of the A,U,B, Main Library.
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and the interplay of rival personnl interests ote. One result of
thape oleet ione was thnt (¢t beosme ridiculous to neoupt as valid the
{nflated membership figures guot~2i by the Labanese parties snd thair
spokesmen in determining their atrangth,

On Janurry 18, 1948, a plenary session of the Yarty of Republican

Union was held in Reirut at the house of ite Pregident, Mr, Fehme Tabet,
The progrem of this party originnted fur the specifie purpeose of on-
lightoning the Lebanese people on their busie nationnl probloms 'nd of
eonfining and direseting their eupneitine to the mervies of their nati on,
Thus in order to reprasent the genarsl will of the Tebsnese peopls it

i®s neoemanry:

1. To anderstand elearly the motusl Tebanome problem nnd the miseion of
the Lebanese State,

2. To formulate a practienl plan which would ipsure the orgnnization of
the poople'e onpreitiee ond their direction into the Aesired channels
for the realigation of the Lobeanese problem,

3. The exeoution of thie prectienl plen mnd progrem, snd the reslizntion
of ite aiwe - this is the tuek whieh sonfronte this party in the
practionl field." (1)

Thae motivated, the party uim is -

"to imspire a popular revival aiming at the realization of an
all ipelueive roform, embrueing all the Aifferent aspecte of Tabanose
11fe; and to the imtitution of the Tebanese Stnte on ruleas and
prineiples of Justice and of moeinl, politienl mAa economis sffi-
eieney, with the purpose of eontinuing the progresmsive mission of e
Lebanepe people.” (2)

(1) "The Party of no‘muu Unidn" - A mpeegh delivercd by Nehme Tabat
on aary , P. IE.

(2) ;lo lrm of the l'nrt! ae Agreed Upon by the Freparatory Committee
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In 1ts program, the party pots down definite prineiples:
A. So00inl Aspeot (1)

"Phe Tebansse fuorm a sveisnlly unified body enjoying egually the
anme eivil mnd politienl righte.”

This prineiple refutes the moeturian ereed of our age, and is the
bagis for humanitarisn justice nnd the equality of rights snd priviliges,
B, Politienl Aspect (2)

"Phe politlenl prganization of the Jobuneee Stats ie republiesn,
demperntie nnd pacular."

0. fcongmie Aspect (3)

"The seonomio orgunization of the Lubanese Stutue is to be uaeisliﬂ;'
eooparntive in etrueturs, moderrte in outlook, uniomiet in or;nninatim,}
benefitting from the experiences of similar unionist organigations urid
what theae entail of mecurnte clsssifiention of the tradss end of econ-
omic interests, as well ae of their juat reprasentation amd of their
poesible reform,

Agricultursl wealth, touriem snd their subsidiary productive indus-
tries, as well as egonomie relstions with immigrante abruoed will be the
bugie for the Neti onnl Lebaneeps Sconomy."

Thums Lebanon would benefit from human exporienes in sconuvmie orgen-
igation, snd we will rely om our natural resourees, exploiting them to
patiefy our eeonomie nveeseitios smd to ranipe the Lobeness etendsrd of
living.

The party stande for socialiet cooporation beesuse soelnliem:-

1. reanliges tho right of etate oontrol of all ceoncmic metivity, to

sbolish the exploitation of tfu community by onme persomn or on4

industrial eoncern;




£. 8seinliem resliges the nocopeity of roforming finenclal #o0ial
and administrative elemente in produection: Lebor, land rnd
eapital;
8. And beguumee goeialimm ronliser the neceseity for the partianl
eontrol of privete property ae n safeguard sgninst perseeution,
This soonomie etructure is sdopted by the party beesuse it realiszes
gneial Justice W thout mecepting the program of any partienlsr soecinlist
party or soelanliet regime se axisting in sny known esuntry,

D. Kduontional Aepsct (1)

"The siuestional regims in Lobanon should be inspired by the res-
ponsible deep and eomprehensive s pracintion of the importunce of thie
primary duty of the state in moulding =oointy in a way thet will infdiomte
ite historienl snd cnltural vel uss,

This rogime ia to he deduesd from the smotusl role of T.ebenon ae
benring m eulturnl liderating miseion; and ingpired from claesiesl
enlture, as Labanon hag boen one of its founders, and from the Arable
trndition, of which T.ebanon hne been an originel representative, and o

proteotor throughont the nges,”

Tt i9 with this party that we shall ond our hir toriesl narration
on the rise and evolution of purty polities in Lebanon sinece 1919,
finding it noecessnry to ignore the politieal developmente whieh have
seourrod sinece the ripe of this party, ae these fall in time beyond

the seope of thie treatise,

(1) 1bid, p. 13.
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TIIT. AN ANATLYSIS OF FOUR REPRISHNTATIVE LEBANRSE PARTIES

A, TH3 COMMUNIST PARTY
1. Rime of

The communist party in ite unified form originated in 1925, follow-
ing the Syrian ineurrsetion of that same year, and nsotually participat-
ing in that revolt, Ite leaders were imprisons. and then exiled to
Irwad and the desert., In 1929 the party reemerged and became sctive om
the politieal soene until the Deeree No, 286 waer isenad on the E9th of
September under the Mandated puthoritios dissolving it., Since then the
Communist party hse been working secratly or otherwisoe, partly tolerated
end partly opposed.
2. Party Prineiplos and Aime

Any analysis of the Lebanese Communimt Party or of ite Syrian
counterpart must by necoeeity begin with the anulysis of guestions such
as the following; How far is the poeition of the Arab world similar to
that of backward pre-1914 Rusein in its relation to the rest of the
capitnlist world? Does the Communiet Party etand for revolution mad
the exteneion of tho socialiet principles into the Arab world® How has
ite attitude been affeetod by the dissolution of the third Coemunist
International apd what was 1ts relation to it before ite dissclutim?

A caroful glanoe at the above problems which have to be diligently
solved, automatieally bringe into foous a far more important problem -
mainly - the extent to whioh the lLebanese Qommunist Party received ite
fnspiration from the general Marxian theory and ite modifieantion by the
Ruseian communiste, and wherein does it diverge from the trend thue
imposed on 1tY
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It wonld be remembered thet from Marx the communiste have learned
that capitalism 12 neither eternal nor unochangeable, that onee it has
fulfilled ite fuanction ne & link in the historieal change of world
development - 1.9, the developmunt of productive power, the breakdown
of faudnl relatione snd the sooinligation of work - it would generate
the soeinl forcas ereating soe inlism: monopoly, trude unions end erieie;
thnt capitaliem provides ites own grave diggers,

The division of property snd labor would develop "clase conseious-
ness” of n eonfliot of Intereets and foree the "proletarint™ to elams
war, Disleetionl matorinliem npplied to empitelism regardm it ne a
1ink in a chain, the mot ive foree of thies change being a eontradieti on
inherent in the eapitaliet systm, This contradietion presuppoees on-
pitnliete and workers, owners of the meang of profunetion, and labor
power, QOonflict between these twp takes the form of politiesl antagonism,
The workers would poeize the enpital snd work i1t for themeelves, Thie
would bring about the end of the eepitaliet symtem, but not the @nd
of the syntem of onpitnlism, State capitaliem would replece private
ownoership.

The reader would doubtless rogurd no the communiet idsal, that

poeial eondition in whioh the mtute hud been eliminsted or had "withered
away", for it would no longer be negessary to protect the existing
sooial order under the ospitalist mtage of Aevelopment,6 a prineiple
inetitution of whioh is private property. With the abolition of privete
property and the nationalisation of the means of production, the profit
motive would diminish in importance snd the perfeet relation of the
individual human being to soeimaty would be established, "to every men
according to hie need; from every man sccording to his eapreity". (1)

(1) I have relied for the above discuaseion and explanation of the
Marxian-Leoninist philosophy on wy Soomomio Sheory leeture notes,
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At the same time the Marxian materinlist conception of history ie
adopted and the bumie to what Marx enlls the {deslogical sapsrstruetare
whioh mtande on the politienl, the seonomic system of production, and
the ocgonomic factors of prodwe tion, The Lebanese Communiste affirm
that oven though they are materialist in vatleok, thay do not disragard
the influence and efleet of ideas - "We bhelieve thut pnee an idea eproeade
and diffuses smong & people it bueomes an importunt moterial foroe,"

The sbove is a brief summary of what the Communiet Farty ragarde
ag boeglo apsumptione, However in ite national poliey the unified
Communint party (1), has daveloped frum a party of social revolution
to a democratic party of soeinl reform., Ildentifying in prineiple
libernliem and sveisliem, it is eharnetarized by a nationanl democratie
policy baeed on ite "National Qharter”, which csme into operstion on
Dao, 31, 19483 - Jsn, 2, 1944, ¥ot the realigation of a pure socinlist
erder and the abolition of the clenes etruggle; nor a change away from
copitaliet cconomy and the bourgeois mtats, but an "national liberntiom
and a demoeratie svolution™ (E).

Thus the Lobanese and Syrian Communist pParties 4o not speck to
abolish private proporty and replaee 1t by the publie wnorship of the
means of prodw tion, of the neationslisation of banke and public utilities
ete.., they mnulyse the present e¢lrocumetences of the country whieh hinder
the abolition of the exploitation of man by man, «nd ineist on the
merely humane view of restricting nnd limiting this exploitation,

"The problem im the Arad world is not ome of realising eguality

(1) The Communist Party split up into two separate entities, the
Lobanese and Syrian Communist Parties proper in 1944 as a con-
segquence of the independence of these two countries and following
the 1943-44 ¢ ops held in Beirut,

(2) Bokdash, K., "The lg!_;onll gum !:_l doonomic Aime of the
Qommunist ru!i", ¥ay B, o Ps B,



as implied by the order and dipeipline of scoinlism, since the Arad
world ie not at the stage where it ie fighting to emtablish soeinliem,
but at the stage where it i1s meeking to liberate {tself nationslly

from the yoke of imperialism mmd foreigm exploitation, It is attempt-
ing to institute a demoeratic regime similar to the ones in operation

in Franee, $ngland and Ameries, Henee it ig the task of the Aradb eom-
muniete to campaignm for mmtiomal liberntion and for the prineiples whieh
hav® come down in the world following the Prench Tevolution, the prim-
cipleg of liberty and freedom, of brothorhood and souality, before
trying to build n soeimlint order.” (1)

At thie point even though the Communint spokesman saye: "It 1ie
true we ares a reovolutionary party, meaning thnt we advoeats a revola-
tion in our 1ife spd our envirommont, yot this revolution thot feces
our country i® not a soeialist revolution, but & national demoecratie
one” (£) - ome must not forget that the firet country to establish the
"diotatorship of the proletarint” and to organisze a soviet republie,
was one of the most baekward of suropesn countries, Perhaps it is
procisely this contradiction botween the backwardnese of “ussia nnd the
othor eapitaliet oolntfio- whieh helped bring mbout the revolution of
1917,

Thus we arrive at the eoncl usion that the lLebaunese Communist Party
had disoarded ite rovolutionary aim, long before the third intermational
was offieianlly dieeolved,

"Phe dissolution of the third international wonld give the nation-
alist Syrian end Lobanose movements centering around the Commaniet party

(1) "gaout Al-Sha'b”, 1938, No, Y ,
(2) Bekdash, "fhe Communiet Purty in the Pight for Netlonal Sovereignty
and_Indeponde g . P. 70, ‘
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a now impetus, and abesolve the party from other implicd conneotions with
8 grenter interpational movement, It means the complete indopendsonee

of tho cmmuniet party in ite nantionsl ephere, a fret whioh im 1imble

to guin for it now mdherents, porsone who often hesitated befors agree-
ing to all the party ereede owing to the comneetion of thie orguniss-
tion with the third international.” (1)

The liberal policy followed by the Lebuneso Communiet Perty ie
bnead on the deeisions tnken at the National Congrees of the Qommunist
Party in Syria and Lebanon Dee., 31, 1943-Jan, £, 1944, and embodied in
ite Nntional Qharter. Thie Charter deponde on four main prineiples:

"A. That the most important problem froing our country ie the problem
of indoependenes and of natlonml liderantion;

B. That our countries, Lobunon and Syria, form a part of the Arnb Haet;
0. That our people are in need of exerecieing the politieal, legnl and
oonstitutional rights, as well es the demoerntiec liberties, to

eomplate their eultural snd national educantion;

D. That our eountry is in meed of nationnl ceonumie nnd soeinl reforme,
which ngree in the main with our degree of evolutionary develop~
ment,” (2)

Hence the purty's National Charter onn be divided into four com

ponent perte: (3)

1. The problem of indepondence and uf emplete national liberation:

8) A liberation from overy forsign exploeitation and authority,
b} Gomplote independence und liberty in deciding our own fate and

(1) 8ee Doerve issurd by the Qommunist Farty, lu{ 27, 1948.
(2) Bekdash, K., "The Communiet ¥, in ite dtruggle for Indopendence
and ‘ntiia% gov.”, 1944, p. 6.
(3) of the ¥ationsl Congrese of the Communist
Party in Syria and Lebenon, 1944, p. 9-14.
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our sconomie and politienl relations with the Great Powers, in
agoordenno® with the prineiplee of penes, equality and brotherhood
gmong men - whieh will form the basis for our future world,

e) The estnbliehment of national eovereignty over all setivities
and institutions in osur country",

The problem of Arab eooperation mnd of Arab unity:

The ‘will” to independence and full liberty will serve as the
unifying foree »f the Arab peopln, who ar: st the ssme time united
by 5 ocommon language, s eommon eeonovmic mrd historiesl heritage,
gaographienl proximity, ote..

Politiesl Liberties sed Dowoerntic Mighte: (the politienl regime -

freedow of assoointion ate..)

a) "A real demoeratic republican rogime,

b) The squality of all Lebnnere regurdlose of thoir religisus baliefs,
and the promotion of brothorhood snd cooparation smong them,

6) The guarantee of all pudblie and private libertios, e.g,: freedom
of consoience, freedom of speech, of tho prese and of publiestien,
freelom of assoointion and of union, freeiom of worehip, ote..

) The reorgenization 5f mdminietrative snd judieinl suthoritiss in
8 true demoeratic eplrit, the institution of jJustice and ooopera-
tion in ecommon serviece.”

National smd Hoonomie Reforms:

8) The extennion of mutionnl movereignty snd suthority over the
finaneinl, industrial, commercirl, eivil aupd foreign sdm,,

b) The proteetion of the public henlth; health ineursmee,

@) Proteotion aguinet poverty, igmorenes, raising of the status of
women, health proteetion to expeetent mothers, amd their fnbiol,

d4) The raising of the stardsarde of production, the promotion of



commarea, the development of agrieunlture, the proteetion of in-
fant industrios, tho onoouragesment nf touriem, snd ths guarnntee
of battor oommunientions,

2) Protection of Juvemile workers,

f) Unemployment insurance.

g) Thae promulgation of v Anbor Code to protect the workere and to
safegunrd their righte, nnd to promote better relntions between
thom and their employers,

h) The liberation of the Lebamaps farmer from ignorsnes, poverty
and generanl backwardness,

1) & ponoral riee in the stendard of smployses in the free frajes,

J) Juetics in taxation to ahift the burden of taxantion awey from
the gmall merchsnts snd producers,

A brief survey of the above elnanified articles of the National
Charter, is saffielont to mtreoss the commaniste' mim for liberty and
froeiom, through what wns onece callai the “"menshivik" ocompromisa of
trust in demooratic persunsion and parliamentary votee, This tho
Lobaneso communists explain by pointing osut the fret that the struggle
for liberty takes a 3iffarent form in avery part of the world, The
party slogan here has boen; a_fros notion and o _happy people. Hence

a8 waak and oxploited countries, the Arnb nations which have heen 1oft
bahind along the atruggle for evolutionnry development in induee try, in -
the raee for armaments, ote,., ean only defend their nationnl eximtence
and work for tholr ideals of liberntion nnd progrese, when imperialise
ie done away with.

The Communist Party then anffirme the faet thet ne ¢ mpatriote of
the Lebanoge and the Syrians thoy had beocome enemios of the Mandmte,

and looked upon it ae the Aieguieed menna by which one resce oun be
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axploited by snother, atreseing the frnet thnt when tho Sovies Union
Joined tha League of Nntione Wwiek in 1934, 1t agroed €5 all the prin-
eiples oambodied in the Leapgun Covannnt with the exeeption of thonme
articles portaining to the Mapdsta, That their mantional polioy 4id not
atart with the dissolution of the third international, beenuse theee
intarnntionale ayrose in defepee of the nationnl liberties, both of ne-
tione Aand of eommunitice, the unifying agonte 2f the working elawe,

That socinliem in theory sndvoentos tho unifiertion of the peeple
pot the!lr saparsntion = primarily boecuro it helisvee in s anity based
on real #2iuality - a unity baped on the dieerimincte wish of the people
eonesrnad, and buawed om confidance and mutunl reepeet for s firm bro-
thorhood,

The dsoisinone nf the Ssemd Nongrase pf thae Thirf Internntional
in 1920, expromaly ptates, thet foraipgn control retarde the soeinl de-
volopmant of buokward countriaes nmnil thot the firet step townrde rovel-
utinon in eslonivs, ote,. must be the Aaptraction of foraign onpltnliem,
Hanee the cormuniste balieve that they are right in hoving firmly etood
ngninat foreign interventien and expleitation, fighting Tor netionsl
gelf gov't in Syria md Lobunon, That nrti onalism i1pa not n new fentare
in their policy, but that it hne slwaye beon the manns through whish
thay attnekel the imporisliet position at {ts eore, (1)

Thue, tha main probleme 4i{scuesod at the enferonecs and prese
intarviaws of Khnloi Bekdsnah and Purjallah 2l Helu, on thair trip to
London and Perie in 1947 wore:

1. T™ha British imporialist policy, militnry ovecupntion, mmd other new
aspocts of thie poliey,

(1) Consult: Bekdash, ¥X,, "Our National Frobleme™, 1945, as well am
Bokdash, X., "Communisnm »na Netlonaliem", Aagust 1944,
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B,
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7.

The new imparimliut policy of the USA, »nd {te economieo infiltration,
The Turkieh polioy, and the way it has backed Anglo-amerieonn poliey,
That the independence and esovoreignty of Lebanon manil Syria serves ms
A bulwark in defunes of world pesce, spocielly in the Middle umet,
That the different anifying projeote: the Oreatsr gyris Scheme the
Iragl-Transjordaninn nlliances, Irsugi-Turkish tronties, ete., - ure
thy instrumente of imperirlist polley, dircotnd and impoesd from
London sapd Waehington, breksd by Zioniem and direefo . angninet the
goviet Union, spd will nll and by destroying the independenee of
Tetenon and Syris,
Thet the ¥nloetine problem i n problem of indepsndence and the
desire for liberty, not » Zioniet imperinliet problem supportos by
Britieh and imerieam Imverinliem, ™hat it aime at the politienl
not the humeniterian bepefite of Jowigh fmmigretion.
Arab unity snd brothorhood sre bussd on populer eooperntion for the
eptnblishment of dewoe ruey nnd independenes, snd the evecustion of
nll foreign troope - that oven if the Arad Lerngue doos not nlwaye
rofleet thie it ie beonuse pome pf §te repreeentetive governmaente
are gtill under Britishk and Ameriem imperialist axploitntion, and
49 not represent the popular national will.
That trnde uniome und workers' asecoeintiona in the Areb world re-
presant a demper=tic movemant backed by the awakened educuteod nation-
allista, progreseive in ite demande for demdersecy, independencs and
evacuantion, to dstablieh ponee apnd world eooperntion on a evemon
bagie of brotherhood and equality.

Other Arab demanmde which thay presemted apd which wor the spproval

of leftint nnd eoommuniet cirelem ware,

1.

The proteetion +f Syrisan snd Lebunaes indspenienes snd thelr repab- 3

liean forme of govermment,



4.

5.

é.

The Syrian right to Alexandretts,

An attnek of imporimlist unifying projoete: the Greator 8yria Sechoms,
enstern oonlitione and bloes, ate..

The abolition of tho Manduts in Pmnlestine and the deelaration of ite
independencs; the evacurticr of troops npd the emtablishment of =
demoerntie govermment, the rojeetion of avery partition cohems, the
eontrol of immigration, the rajoetion of tho astablistment of my
Jawish nation in Palastine :r in nny pers of 1%,

The sapport of tha Hgyptisne in thair struggle for independenece in
Sadan and Hgypt, of British aveaow tion, and for the unifiention of
the Nile Valley.

The mapport of the Iraniane in thair struggle for indapendence and
Britieh oveountion and in the fight for demcoerney, to9 rid themeoelves
from thair "harsh" tyeanty.

The eupport of the peopls of Transjordan nnd 2f all the Ared noti ong
for independenes, the evucuntion of foreign trocpe to estrblish de-
moeracy nnd ebolish feudnl dictutorehipe.

The fight againet imeriesn sacnomie infiltrstion im Smvedi Arabis,
apd other attempts at spresding politicelly end eeonmmicnlly nll

over the Arsb world, (1)

Organiszation;:

Comrunists all over the world naturslly tend to arrive at similar

conclusione. Thie ie owing in part to the fuet thut they deduce thelr

prineiples snd nime from the same spowrce, mainly the genersl Warxian

theory and ite suoccensful communist interpretation, as well as to the

(1) witness the Deelarantion issued by the Lebanese Communist Party

egainet the Tapline in 1947,
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rigidity and similarity of their party orgenizations, snd theiy etrong
adherance to the "party linev,

T™he relation of the communis t I'nrty to ite membore ig & relntion
of nuthsrity which nllows for nu flexibility me to the party'e doetrinsl
position and stand., As 8 party {t hue developed & cumprehenseive propa=-
ganda aimaed nt the reet of the populstion.

feide from tho setellite committaee, mesveintione, unions and
eongragrar, which the Lobunves Communiet Party controle, 1t basee itas
organization on the "eell", the function of which f{e to grow, Like-
wise it reliee on yearly party ¢ongress 2, in whieh leadership is
exercised, und the "party line" impartei. Sueh congregses srs begt
doseribed ap "rntifiontion rallioe” which enn say "yea" to what the
Party Comtrel ixecutive Qommittue decrves, Like the Tuesizn Gommuniet
Party it ie compesed of »n sseretarint, an "orgburenu”, an sdministra-
tive eouneil, =nd whet enn be bept esnliad, a "politburesn” msde ap of
the top party members,

It wonld be tedfowm to discase nt granter length, the teehnienl
organization involved at this context, and which is mmstly inapirad by

the Russian Communist Party,

4, Poliey:
It ie not for a party to celi for upheaval in Lebanon, or to be in

iteelf revolutionary in respoet to the nation and the mationsl ineti tu-
tions, if it aime at the fulfiliment of any of its party refomm ™ in-
eiples. Any such attempt st revolutionary reform would be the protext
for foreign interference, Therefwre 1t is essential for any politienl
party to atudy the present conditione snd work to fulfill its Program
from within these limite.

Thus einee the Z9th of Soptember 1929, and exeept for a temporary
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dissolution in 1939 under the administration of Mr, Pusux, the Frenoh
High Commigsioner, the Communiet Party has been working for the complete
independence of Syris and Lebanon, (1) mas well as the remt of the Arab
world,

Back in 1932, and before the military court in Bairut, the commu-
nists confessei to their politienl metivitiee, and openly declared thet
they were working for complete independence and the abolition of foreign
exploitation, Likewise they participated in 1932, 195 end 1954, in
the Damascue disturbances for the same reason,

In 1936, when the fifty day strike oceured in Damascus, Farajallah
8l-Hiln wae arrested, The cause for that agitation was the Pranco-
Syrian treaty of 1936. 8inoe then the communiste have been trying to
put ite stipulations into sffect,

During the November 1943 erieis in Lebanon, the Commanipts parti-
eipated, (a) in mtreet fightinge, (b) in the National Lebanase Congrese
and (o) by issuing a party deelarntion defining the natiomal problem,
vhich was broadoast in both Moscow, London amd Washington, (2)

Thus we arrive nt the conclusion that the predominant phese in
the preeont Arad Oommunist movement is the struggle for natiomnal liber-
ation and the establishment of national sovereignty, rather than the
solution of the claps struggle and the sooial evile which have arisen
as a consaquence of the failuree of the capitaliet system of production.
Along this struggle the communists have been trus to their "menshevik®

(1) ¥ollowing the recont Palestine disturbances, which were preceded by
the U.N,0, partition vote, the old 1929 decree dissolving the party
was rovived, and the Communist headquarters were olosed in Lebanon
on January 9, 1948, "Beirut", Jan, 9, 1948,

(2) Bekdash, X., "The Communist Par
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compromise, Thus the party spokeeman says:

"La vrnie garantie de 1'independance ot de 1'integritd Au T.iban
ns peut provenir 4'mucune puiseance étrnnge‘ra. 511le est svant tout
dane 1'union 4 tous les Libaneip pour lemur liborté, et Asne la eon-
solidation des 1iene 4@ fraternité ot 4o confiance reeiprogue avee la

Syrie et tous lee pays Armbes.” (1)

B, ivaluation:

In our earlier snalyeie we crrived at the eonelusion thrt the
Communist Party in Lebepon hus bean trme in ite polioy to ite etraggle
for national liberntion and the establishment of netionel sovereignty.
Thue we have peen thut 1t hap tomporerily put seide ite revolat ionary
aim and adopted a liberal demoerstic poliey. 1t ie sur aim in this
chaptor to etrese the fuet thet thie mensure wae mdopted by expedioney
and thet 1t eannot be anything slse but temporary.

1t 1 uselese to believe thet once thie phase has passed, the com-
muniets would supervise the establishment of private eapitnliem, or
that they would be true to the nationasl indepondence, and allow s de-
moeratic regime to fumetion without foreign interfarence. (B) 1In
theory communism advooutes the unifiention of the people not their
separation, henoe 1t is impossible for the Arab countries to survive
ap free and independent nations, free from foreign economie and polit-
ieal interferemce,

What is to gusrantes that the disintegration of the community,
the failure of leadership and the over iivereity of representation,

{1) Bekdash, ¥., "¢ ism ond Fationalisw™, p. ¥ , Aug., 5, 1944,
(2) Bee the probl . O. ny snd pars jollhh o)l-Fila
in "Al-Nahar®, Nos. B762, 576, 5766, dating Jen. 14, 17 ona

» 1948,
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would not all pavo the way for a single purty distatorship, a means to
the end of establishing & common uni tyy

So far the Communist Party has sought to mirror the mational im-
terest, a common interest, on the ouestion of national 1§berstion,

What is to gunrantee that it would not tarn 6t this etage to merve the
distinet interest of one elasn, or one fmotlion vf the populntiont What
is to guarantee that it would not receive instructions from & wider
internctional communiet movement:

It is only after raising euch queetions that we esn objectively
anflyge the Lebanese Communiet Movement, and the threate whieh it may
bring to our penco~-loving Lebanon, s libersl demperatie country, which
etande at lenet in theory for freedom of aseocintion, of the proase mna
of opinien,

The precondition of party government ies that both the perties ana
the governwent should tolernte omeh other, TLebanon has found it neces-
sary at thie stage to put = stop to the metivities of ‘the Communint
Party here, Thie party hae profited for some time vast from the liberty
that demoerntic Lebunon hae provided it with, Now the danger which
the demooracies in general and Lebanon in particular have come up
againet, is thet - "totalitarien perties are inelusive of all ¢t imn-
tereste of the Matiom and control nll the tspects of ite polities) 1ife
in accordnnee with a definite doetrine, with a definite infringement on
personal life; they are equally and by the same fuot, exelusive of any
other party in the state whore they operate, because they elaim to be
the holderas and embodiment of the sbsplute truth and good of the moclioty
&nd that eannot be divisible, moreover, any other perty will be nothimg
but error and evil.” (1)

(1) Puweiny, 6., "The The of Par srument and the American
stem” . 1946, 3T ——L-2f Party Govormment end the smeriecan varty
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How ean this be averted? Should the Communiet parties be allowed
to function freely in the demoorstic countries mo ag to stimulate
govornmontal reform, or should they be banned and foreibly driven to
work underground and to merve us the refuge of the oppressed clampon,
and would they then aet to brirg mbout revolution, and » ehange in the
social ordery

Oné must not forget thut seide from ite uniome festwre, thet the
Lebanose Communiet Party, wee incorporated In the Ides of the Comintern;
it ineluded a large memborship of Armenimne, & frotor which hae undoubt-
24ly tended to make ite poliey totully imdepondent of any Arab nation-
alist coloring.

Thie poliey explaine in part the hostility which Communist move-
monte received, particularly thie yeur, in most of the arsb countries,

and stato-members of the Arsd Lemgue,

B. THS SYRIAN NATIONAL PARTY (1)
1. Riee of

The Syrian National Party emerged in the yorr 1932 at the Ameriesn
Univereity of Reirut, where ¥r, Antun Sandeh wap tesehing m epecial
eoures,German, nand where he eume into contaeot with interemted students
and teachers,
2. Party Prineiples & Alms

Any stuly of the essaential party principles must by necersity beginm
with a brief analyeis of the concepte which etand at the besis of a

full understanding of these prineiplem, These affirm the exigtence of
& Syrian nation end a Syrian futherland.

(1) Notice chunge of nume nt m later stage.



A notion ie defined ae a community of people living in n speelfie
eountry and having definite lpirltna; mitorinlistic forcee, which they
have acqguired through evolution nna by contact with thie ecuntry and
which tend to differentiunte them from other eimiler groupings. (1)

In other worde, & nation, ie wade up of different emaller oommun-
itice which are lerge or ewmell in number, forming in the finnl combined
form, a unity, snd inetiliing in ite membere one eertuin mentul attitude,
one creed, ote., a Toree which unifies these membors with binding eords
and tonde to oliminate what Aifferentinting forees permist, (2)

The Party coneludes thaut geographical Syria 1o bpunded in the
North by the Taurue mountaine, the dessrt of Sinni in the South, the
"Syrian $ea" in the Saet, nund the desert in the West, (3) a geogrephienl
area inhabited by a people since the late Stone Ao,

Now aven though Syris wae compoesd of different oommunal alaments
such 2@ the Canaanites (of whom are the Phoenicisne) the Aramsics,
tha Hittites, ete,. which sll weom at Tiret glance independent one of
another, seonomieslly, soetally and politienlly - yet ull these oommun-
ities form a single unit, a eingle mociety, participating in one unigue
mode of 1ife impomed on it by the enviromment and the surroundings both
of whioh have tendel to oremte the Syrian fatherland,

To participante and live within thie boundary imposes om these
comunnition certuin common eharmcteristice snd treite which in sum tend
to lessen whatovor eommunal differentintion there pereints,

It i argusd thnt no Syrian n tion enn exist on principle s& the

olemontes making it up into & whole have never been eombined into ome

(1) Sasdeh, A,, "The Rise of Natione”, Book 1, p. 178,
(2) 1b1d, p. 148,
(8) Note modifioation set to boundariss at a later ntage,



national unit composed of all the component parte in sweh a mARNeY B0
ae to form a Syrian nation smtate es such. (1)

The party ereed anewere that m Mation im not morely a national
politioal unity -~ politieal unity le only one reguired eharnoteristie
which at all times must be preceiled by national feeling. Thue, sceovri-

ing to Professor Hitt1 (2) "Bilad ol-Shem" has witnessel two apoche
aring which 1t wue independent, unified, completaly sovereign over
1te2lf am woll as the world sround 1t., Piret furing the seleuneid peo-
riod which detes with the Alexmndrinn conoquent (353 B.C,) 2t the hand
of Alexander's general Seleucus, and secondly, ths “mayad period, dat-
ing with the rule of thet dagsling Arab personality "Mo'awiam ben Abi-
Sifian" during the middle of the 7tht. A.D. buring the firet period
Antioch wae the eapital of Syria, or rather of the Syriann empire which
inclnded Ciliein, Armenia mnd Iraq, mnd sxtonded to Sgypt, the land
of the Phnf?- in the South; Dammscus wae its eapital during the socond
period,

iver since the Arnb conequert in the Tth © A.D,, the Arab fuetor
bhae played an importunt role in the devalopment of the Syrisn netdonal
consciousness and an Arab coloring hes been adopted to replace the o1&
Aramaic {nheritance. Custome snd eulture wera irantienlly mffeetel
when tha Moslom fu ith was ushered in, However, throughout the sabse-
quent ages, the Syrians bave preserved thelr pecul iar Syrisn charaet-
eristiens, the oriterias which Aifferentinte them from all others, mo
that what the Syrians acquired from the eonequering Arabe has beepn in

(1) beo snye in the "Survey of History" 1925, p. 348: "Since the
bistory in the fourth millenjum B.C,, there wee no record
of a politieal frontior which had smbraced the whole of Syris and
nothing but Syris in a single auvorolgn stute, "
(2) Witsi, P., "Syria and the Syrisne in istory”, p. V6.
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the main, the Armbile language, the Moslem faoith, and whatever these twp
entailed.

In spummary the Syriens are eonsidered by the party as a oA tion,
Ard mas & nation they etond unique, tiei ts the Arabd world yat st the
same time eompletely {ndependent and salf-puffiecing.

Prineipler and Aime: "The nutional social awvakening in Syria does
not find it praferamble to give up ite right to 1ife in order ts insure
lasting pence., 4t the same timo 1t refuses to give up the straggle
and allow the nation to submit to the avents of history."(1)

Heneo the Syrian Nationel Party anime "at the erantion of a movement
whieh will realize its prineiples ani ravivify the mation, ot the eata-
blishmant of an organisation which will lesd to the eomplete independ-
encs of the Syrian Nation, to the affirmstion of {te sovereignty, the
protection of ite interests and the raining of ite @tandard of living,
and the endeavour for the formation of an Arsb front."(2)

(A) The Fundamental Prineiples:(5)

(1) Syria is for the Syrimns and the Syriane are a complete nation,

(2) The Syrian cnues im & national onuee whieh etanie by iteelf
eomplotoly {ndependent of any other cruss,

(The millione of peasants, vorkers, professionals, merchants and
industrialiets who constitute the Syrien nation have a will and interest
in 1ife which muet remnin their concern cvlleetively, and of none sther,)

(3) The Syrimn Causo fa the Cause of the Syrisnm Nation and of
ite homeland,

(4) The Syrimn Nation ir ths sthatle unity of Syrian people which
has devoloped through lomg hietory beginning before the era of rocorded

history,

(1) Al-Jumbhour, July 12, 1937.
,8) Maluf, P., "The Principles and Aime of the Syrian Nat,Party” p. 18,
3) 1via, p. 1-11.




(This prineiple i# not «t all incomputible with the feot that the
8yrian lNation is one of the natione of the Arad world or that it ie one
of the Arab netions, just me there is no incompatibility betweaen the
agsertion that Syris ie en Arad notion and the ameortion that it is &
complete nation, baving the full right of sbeolate sovereignty over
iteolf and ite country, amd having eoneenuently a national enuse ptand-
ing by iteslf and eompletely independont of ary ovther ceupe,,

This prineiple eunnot be interpreted &o meke the Jews aqual %o the
Byrians in their rights and elaime, or to inelude them in the eonnota-
tion of the fyrian Nation., It ig n inngerous sattlement whioh cmn never
bo assimilated, It coneiets of n paople whieh has mixed with many sther
psoplee end thue hae come to be in §teelf = hetrogonoue mixture having
etrange stagnant beliefs and wims oesontially incompatible with the
Syrian {doalas.

The Olreassiane, Armenians, Yurde and Assyrians belong to that type
of uottltnant'whioh een bocome HSyrimn in the foll sense of the word,
once they asecept Syrisn Nationaliem, )

(5) The Syrian eountry im thet geographic formstion in whieh the
8yrian nation wae formed. It hee geographlie boundaries rendering Syria
a country distinetly meparate and independont from any other eoantry,

It extende from the Taurus Range in the North to the Sueg Oanal in the
South inoluding the Sinai peninsula amd the Qulf of Aknbe, and from

the Syrian Sea in the Weet to the Desert in the Emst antil 1te jJunetion
with the Tigrie (new modifiestion),

(6) The Syrian Netfiom im one Sociml oommunity.

(7) The Syrian National Movement sesks its inepiration in the tmlents
and gonina of the Syrianm Nation and its national and politiesl history,

(8) 8yria'e inteoreast te above sll interosts.



(b) The Reform Primeiples (1)

(1) Separation between Church and State.

(Where rights and interests are the rights and intereets of a
religious group there oam be no realization for those national rights
and interests which are common to mll the children of the one nation.
And without the unity of interests and of righte there can be no uni ty
of duties and no unified mational will,)

(2) Prohidition of the elergy from interference in politien] and
Judieinl mwatters of national emoern,

(8) Removal of barriers mmong the different paote,

(National unity camnot be realiped exeept by the removal of all
causes of disesneion. And the soei o~legnl barriers betwoen the secte
and denominatione of the same netion pbetruct the realization of a
material spiritual national unity,)

(4) The abolition of feudelism, the orgenisation of national economy
on the basis of production, the soourity of the rights of labor, and
the protection of the intereets of the nation and of the State,

(8) Preparation of a strong army which will have an effective role
in defending the country and in dotermining netional destiny,

(National righte are not asserted in the etruggle of nations exeept
to the extent to whieh they are pupported by power in the mtion, Por
power, is the deeisive factor in the mseertion or denial of pational

right,)

3. Par iseipline und Orgunization:
"The orgenization of the Matiomal Syrian Party is neither a hitlerite

(1) 1%14, p. 12-18,
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nor a faseiet organisation. It ie & Syrian organigation, & unique
genuine ereation, the charscteristic of our people, (1)

It affirme the faet that the country ie now paseing through a erisis
and that the need for leomdership and the need to make the poople mware
of their responsibilities and eapable of ragpecting thie leadership,
all tend to promots the "dictatorship” charscteristie.

"The only legel aathority which should be obeyed and regpected
is that independent muthority whieh is based on the general will fteolf,
2 will made to exprese itself without interforeunce of any kind." (2)

Article 8 of the party conetitution states that: "every party
member has the right to give his opinion in private as well as in
public meetings on all that conoerne the c mmanity and socliety.” He
aleo has the right to give hie opinion on the party politieal snd
economic plane to the respounsible authorities, and to get into contmet
personally or by writing with the higher anthorities and the leader.

An analysis of such a@ministrative deerees as ndministrative lo;
ereo No. 4 ate, which deals with the vetabliphment of couneils and
committees, portraye a responeible democracy bueed on individusl conse-
clousnems and group responsibility.

The party organization and regime is a contraliged hierarchieal
organization based on the belief thnt true demooracy is a responeible
and consoions demooracy veluing the mesning of liberty, recognising
the importance of daty, diselpline snd power, for these are the party
slogans.

0f the centralised hierarchienl organigation I shall eatisfy the

(1) Politienl Party Program. address of Leader, June 1, 1935,
(2) !n;:. H., "The Angwor of the National Party to the Communist »,"
P. .
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ronder with a visual graph of the party regime, and potting down only
a fow words about the unigue position of the leader:
The Centralizei Hierarehionl Orgunization of the Syrian Nstional
Party:
The Zaim ~ (or Leader)

The Supreme Council
The President of the Supreme Couneil

The Couneil of Commiemars - The Interior
The Prasident of the Council Informantion
of Commigears Culture
The Seeretary Finanece
Seonomy

(Al-Munafuthiah) - Province
ixecutive General
The <xeeutive Committee
(Al-Mudirimh) - Distriet
The Director
Dirvetory Commisuion,
The Leader:

The Mational 8yrimn Party wane orgenigzed on the baeis of & covenant
batween the propagator of its doetrines nmnd those accepting hie appeal,
an agreement thut he will be the leader of the party during hie 1ife~
time, and that those professing agreement with his views and prineiples
will ba membore of the party defonding ite oreed and swpporting him in
all his logislative, administrative and constitutional capnoi tisp,

The leader, Antun Smadeh, therefore swears -

"I, Antun Seadeh, swear by my fuith, my belief, and my being thet 1
will give myeelf up to my nation end fathorland, Syria, working for
thoir realisation and progrese; and thet I will trespare the prineiples
I have formalated and which have eme to ereate the National Syrian
Party, ag woell as the aims and {deals of the party; and that I w11l

uee my sathority, power and their prerogatives for the welfare of the
party and the realisation of ite aim; and that I will not ase the am-

thority of leadership save for the national purpose and the welfare of



- 89 -

the nation -~ on all this I ewear, Antun Sardeh." (1)

The authority of the leamder is bused on the fact that he is the
commendor-in-chief of the party forces, mnd the souree of the legisla-
tive ap woell as eoxecutive muthorities.(2) It must be remembercd that
the concentration of power in the lemder is only in hie capseity of
founder end master - that the party emanantes from him pérsonally. Onee
unable to resume his duties, hie succemmor, the president of the party
Supreme Qouneoil, can never heve the same prerogutives, He will be the
exacutive but all legislative suthority will be remtriected to the
Supreme Qouneil,(3)

In conclusion the party resliges that dieeipline and order are two
neceegnary olemente of raform, and that they alone are enprble of rea-
liging the party aim, It ndopted the centralized hierarchical orgmniz-
ation bocaume it oreates the coheeion necesmary to face internal as
Iilllll extornal attack, relying nt the same time on eleetions, freedom
of opinion, oriticiem, demooratic voting, ete,. us the means of counter-
balaneing the danger and threet of diesatorship, whieh goe; hand in
hand with centralized party authority.

Politionlly, this movement sote as the bulwark whioh defonde inde-
pondence, not as the favoured grant of esrtein foreign powers, but true
indepondence - a soveraignty whiech is not only dejure but d4e facto -
an authority whieh determines nlone the fute of the metion and the
eountry, and is the expression of the general will of the pegple., It
regards independence not ue an end in {teelf, but as the means of attain
ing national progress and engulfing the whole internal soeisal llfo./'

(1) The rartt Conetitution: Introdumetion, p. 2.
(2) 1via, Art. 4
(3) Ipid, Art, 11 and 12,
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o™ Soclally, the party coneiders the nation ne a soeial anity. Henee
it attoeks all disintegrating forces much as roligious sectarianiem,
.(::tk”alglc strife ete. and proposes the separstion of chureh and etante, the
prohibition of the clergy from interferenee in politienl end Juidioinml
quaestions, ete.,,

sconomically, the party hue been awars of the fepreseion of national

industry, agriculture and eommereg, and has tranced this depression to
ite oripinal cnusee, the unbalonced dfetribution of the profite of Pro-
Guetion, the exploitation of foreign enpital, foreign monopoly greante,
feundnliem, ate.. It hap come to helieve thet the right to exploit the
national wealth, im the right of the nation alone, and thot all theee
national resources must bo used to the ond of raising the stendard of
living nrd the betterment of metionnl wolfure; thet the mnarehy regmlt-
ing from privete enterpriee must be replaced by & eoneeiouely plannei
fconomy under stute guidanes; ond thet the stete must promote soeial
legislation in all ite mspeets to insure & more enunml dietribation of
wonlth,

Culturally, it seeks to promote s’unention ne the recuisite for
the development of individual capaeities, not aiming at pimple sehool-
ing but extending heyond the politienl ephers through parties, broad-

eapts, lectures, cinemas, newspapere, eul tursl olube, conferences, ete.(1)

4. Poliay
(R) Syrian Nationalism & Arab Nationalisw

"Under the Mandste thore has boen an attempt to create national

movemente, in which minorities ean participate as well as the majority.

(1) Sayegh, P., "fhe National Awakening - Aims iz., Criticism¥
A speech uu%ﬁf‘M

-
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Thus in Syris end in Lobanon there grew up a "Syrian Nationsl Party"
whose doetrines were the unity of Syria, Lebanon, Paleatine and Trane-
Jordan - the distinetivenese of Gromter Syrim from the other Arsd Bpsak-
ing countries, and the equal membership of all ite inhabitants (except
the Zioniste) in the netional community."(l) First in developing e
plan and a program whieh transcend the politienl frontiers impoeed
sines 1919, and to preach the dvetrine of a greater geopraphicsl Syrias,
this party bal;ovol -

"That Syria is one of the Arsb Nationg, snd indeed the nation most

qualifiod to lead the Arab ¥World, as is proved decieively by the Syrian
Revival.. %e ehall never rolinouieh our position im the Areb world nor
our miseion to the Arab world., But we want before everything slse to
be stronz in ourselves in order to convey oar mimeion, Syris must be
etrong in ite owm national movement before it ean underteke the resliza-
tion of ite greater task,"(2)

Thus 1t ie evident that the party dves not eeek to restrict iteslf
to dealing with a politiesnl form, but to realize ultimate nationhood im
Syria., Geographieslly it looke upon Syric us -

“that geographiesl formation in which the Syrien metion was formed,
It bae geogruphie boundaries remdering Syriam a eountry distinetly separ-
ate and independent from mny other country., It extends from the Teurus
Range in the North to the Sues Canel in the South ineluding the Sinai
peninsula and the Gulf of Akaba, and from the Syriam Sea in the west to
the Desert in the sast until ite junction with the Tigris."(5)
Stressing the indivieible unity of Syrian nationslism as distinet from
gonsral Arsb mationalism, 1t followe that the party found it DOCeRAATY

(1) Hourani, A., "Minorities in the

- o b 'Drl.‘". ,. .s.
(®) !-lg. P., "The Principles and Alme oFf tha National
P. .

(3) Ivid, p. B, Note change of frontiers ut & latter dste.

Byrian rart
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to formulnte a dietinet policy on the Lebanese, Palestine, ilexandrstta
and other problems pertaining to SByrien and Arab unifieation, At the
samo time a complementary part to the politienl aime of the party wee
the realization of an Arsb Front, grouping all the Areb nationm, Thie
front would beeome a strong bearrier in the way of foreign imperimlistie
ambitione and a powsr of coneidernble weight in deeiding major politiesl
questione,

The Party nevor intended to restriet ite mispion to Syrie slone (1)
bnt to earry it into the other Armb countriem by way of cultural mctiv-
ities and exchange of opinione, not by way of the destruction of these
Arab nationalities nor of impomition of the party prineiples on them.
Henee, the party ie in favor of following the rond of conferences, and
alliances ag the practiesl mesps by which cooperantion of the Arab na-
tione and the formation of an Arsb Front ean he geoured,

It maet be romembered thet in the speech ielivered by iAntun Sasdeh
upon his return to Lebanon in ¥Warch, 1947 ho gaye: "If there is in
the Arad woarld a real genuine Arab epirit, it is in the epirit exhibited
by the 3Soceial Nationalist Party.” Ase to the aArad League he eeke: "What
ie this Areb Loaague whioh represents the Arab world today. 7Te it the
idea of the Arab utoplaniste who believe in an Arad empire snd sn Arad
national anity, or is it the fulfillment of what your perty hap been
asking for - the foundation of aun Arad Front of all the Arsb nations to
stand in the faoe of foreign imperislistio exploitation; a power having
sufficient authority to decide on political poliey, and is the positive
tool for the realimation of the will of theee nations.”(2)

(1) "Al-Nahar", K ¥o, ? , Janusry 1987,
(2) The Pubt, of the Propagands Seotion(from The Speech of the Leader
upon his Return to Lebanon), No.2, vol.8, July 15, 1947 - p.12,



With this short analysis of the position of the rarty in relmtion
to the Arab world, we neyt mek the cuestion what of the Greater gyria
Soheme which was proposed by ¥ing Abinllah of Transjorden (them amir
Abdallah) in its conerete form on April 8, 1945 under the title - "Ia
Nation du Grande (9) Syrie et A0 1n foilorntion Arabe” midresses to "Ahl
o1 Sham, nomade end other wies, from the Oulf of Akaba to the Moedi ter-
ranean Sea, up to the upper Suphrates.”

Amir Abdallah rovived hie scheme whon the gueption of Arsb uni ty
was raised during the Second World Wer by Rifa't Mahhee Pasha in 1948,
Fearing the formetion of an Arab federation of all the eountries he
wished to incluie in his secheame, he ment his fmiseary the Prime Minieter
of Transjordan, to theme conforerces., Thie he £311lowed by & Memoranfia
raiged to the British authoritise including two independent projecte -
one for Syrian unity, nnd the other for Syrian foderstion.

With the eigning of the aloxandriam Protoeol 4n 1944, end follow-
ing the Cairo mgreement of Warch 1945, the Arah Leagun wee formed and
Amir Abdallah's esmpaign confined iteslf to the 11ffusion of n vopular
appeal of deolarations andl decrees fssned mt reagular intervnle and all
tending to egitate publie opinion in Damnseus and elmewhers.

In the main the Scheme nime nt the formation of m union or federa-
tion of the Syrian Pepublie (exeluding Cilicim and Alexendrette) and
the ¥Xingdom of Transjordan mni Palestine (exeluding the Jewish area
onjoying self-governmont) and Lebanon (regardless of its wish at leant
the four provinees mdded to It sinee 1919) under the authority of King
Abdullah as a conatitutional monareh (unless the people wish otherwise
by plebiseits,)

!lusl'lntiml Party anmnlyszing this scheme from all ite angles refupet
it completely becsuss 1t endnngere: the independence and sovereignty of



- 74 -

tho above mentioned countries specially Syria and Lebanon, who have
baen offiejally reevgnized ae two indepdndent republiee by the other
nations, and mdmitted on this bmeise to the United Nations Orgeniszsation,
One muet not forget thut PTranejordmn is bound to her tresties and
pledgoe for 25 years, hence {t cannot be regarded as completely inde-
pendent and povereign nor would it be right to tie other mations to
her under these ciroumetances, for 1t would be foreing them a atep
backward in their politiesl snd netional etetus,

Hence the Hationml Party proposes in ite positive pPYogrem;

(1) Thes it is neeeseury to work towarde the realization of so-
veraignty in nll the countries so fur depandent in fact on other netione
and interepte -

a. To free Transjordan from all the bonds thet tie hor and make

her independence a farce,

b, the eaving of Palestine from the two sided exploitation to whieh
it le subjeoted, snd from any future dsngore it mey Lo eadtmitted
to,

¢. the eaving of Cilieils und Alexandiretta s 8 their retarn to
thoir Nother mation,

(2) Am to the two indepenient countriee, the Republiocs of Labanon,
and Syria, it ie the duty of their eubjecta to defond their liberty and
independence from all foreign aggression, and to praserve thie factual
independenece,

(3) Ae to those eountrias ofther independent or working for their
independence, 1t i the duty of their subjecte to help fight the soeisl
ovils embodied deep in their oommunitise, institutions and spirit and
endangering their progress and development; as well ms o build a new
snvirommont based on mew principles and grenting mors liberties to ria
their eountries from all the dangerons remains of older syatems now
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incompatible with the new methode of 1ife and suthority, which met to
hinder populur rule sand nntionnl 1ife,

(4) It ia neceprrry for there eountrism to fit their foreign and
economic polieiee se woll se their eultursl, ecoiul =nd progreseive
dovelopmente into one unified syrtom,

(6) It is necsswary for theee countries to epoperate and work to-
gether with the other Armb ecountries ineide the "Arab Lesgue™” 8o as to
insurc the development of this inetitution into m worthy power and
authority, controiling the Arsb world nnd ite development ae well ap
protecting the independencs and eafety of each of ite member stutes,

(6) It ie important for thee: countries to continue in their poar-
tioipation in the U,¥,0, and other internations]l conferences und oom-
mittees, to affirm taeir internntionnl rtetus, ag well me to promote
lasting pomece,(1)

(B) AXtitude to Lebamon

It remaine for me to define the party attitude to Lebmsnon mnd ite
geparate existenpe:

In his fumous defense, Antun Samdeh said on Janusry £4, 1956 - ")
bave been mcoused of destroying the geogrsphical unity of this land,
80 that I find myself obliged to say meientifioslly not amotionally,
that the breskdown of our geographiosl unity snd the Adestruection of
the sacredness of our lend were complet:d &t San Remo, sevres, and
Lauzanne "

As %o the politicnl aspect of the party's aim, the party, from
the interior point of view coneidere thet the Lebanese Suestion has
arison boocnuse of justificstions whioh were scoeptable when the con-

oopt of the state was still a religious coneept, But that the prin-

(1) The National Party
Sayegh, P., "The Grester gyrim Scheme", Dee, 6, 1946,



eiples of the Syrimn Watlional Party have astablished the nntional 80~
cial-legal basis for etatehood. By the realigation of theme principles
of the Syrian National Party, thoee Juetifications for the geparation
of Lebanon are removed.(1)

The ¥ational Syrism Party has been nooused of working for the dee-~
truction of the Lobanees antity. JIe this troes

"Indaed, we hevs been neeussd of working for the destrnetion of
the Lebaneee entity, but the mcens:tion hne naver been proved, The
truth is thet we are no enemise to Lebanaee entity, Oure im not a pargyy
thet cnlle for an irresponsible politieni unity, es enllai for by some
pasudo-landers for ultru-nntional, elsimed to bo nntional rensone; 1t
is onn that aime foremost ot nutional unity. Politiesl unity !e not
our buginess primarily, but the natione'. 1In Lebanon, wo nra taking
active menpurea, along the linas of Labunems ontity, for the sucecesse
and proaparity of the Lebunsese poople, though our beliaf that gaograph=
leal 3yria forme a social and sconmmic anity remnine unshakon, lebanege
antity, ever sineo 1t was recognizel, has boen the ontity of all the
Lebaneae of whom we are & part. Conseuently it ig the doty of ell
the Labaness t2 axercime their civil rights within $he snid sntity, and
w0 ars a part of tho Lebaneso psople who have the right to exercise
our civil priviliges for the goocd of the people,”

How ean the Party rsconcile ite netional belief in respeet to the
Lobaneae entity?

"Our national belief ie of u eocisl character, Lebsneme entity of
& politieal; we 3o not mix batwesen the two, As the ereationm of the

Lebanese entity was neceseitated by certein politienl eiroumetences and

(1) Meluf, “Yrineiples and sime of the Syrian Netional Porty™, p. PO,
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enda, the gusrtion remaine exelusively politieml, ani should never re-
Place the national eses, Conesquoently they greatly err and misanier-
gtand the cuee of the Party, who believe that the National Party was
organizad with no other purpome than to call for Syrian unity. Similarly
they mig-represant the aime of the Farty and aim at propageting unhealthy
informe:tion, who frighten thoe lebaness extromistes by maintaining that
the Party calle for the annexation of Labunon to present 8yria. The
Party aims noither ot annaxation nor »t saparation, 7Tt worke for na-
tional unity, for substituting national for religious baewsz, and for
eancellation of the prineiplng of eactariman govermmant, Thue the
'pgeple' shonld =11 be Syrinn netionalimte, not a YMomlam majority and
[ chr;utian minority, as some mon try to convines the peoples is the
inavitabla raesult of the prinme iples of tha Syrisn Nation=l Party.

The Syrian National FParty has not emarged to falfill the Areams
of theoma who seek in the fmmedinte politieanl anity for aime diepuised
in the shaps of the netional welfars, nor to uphold the continuation
of a oartsin etnte of affalira, out of which a group of people banefit,
It has ewerged in order to work for dav-loping the conditione of so-
clety and to unify the wvarious belisfs - the national belief, which
alora ean guarsntas the 3agtruction of psreonal thenrise and the unifi-
eation of sontimants and outlooke,

0f what ues is an immedinte politienl unity if it is not bamed on
national unity? Oan any nationsl politienl unity be imagined when the
nation rwmains 4ivided into seweral religious communitise, conflieting
in ende, eontradietory in aima®

Wa _are more of a national renaigeance, tham a political party,
ani our poliey is dietnted to ue by our mationsl outlook."(1)

1) Por the origimal Arsbie text, consult, "An Interview with the
Saim*, Al-Nahar, ¥ 4%
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"What 4o the Lebanese want out of their meparate oxistencet That
in it there sphould be light and thet all around it there should be dark-
ness? If there should be light in Lobanon, it must be right th«t it
should extend all over googrephienl Syrim,

Can we be satisfied to have light in Lebanon and not allow all the
other members of our mation to mhars ity No, this is true Lebanese
exietanes, and 1t represents fuithfully what is buried in the lL.ebanege
spirit of nobleness ete.., 411 slse im fulee and represante Lebanon

but poorly, failing to mirror true vublie opinmion."(1)

(C) The Palestine Problem

Lo sine 4n open lotter wae published by the %aim in » Damescus newspapor
in answer to Lloyd George's epesch nt a Zioniet convention, &wer since
then the party has besn oppoming the partition seheme and formalating
a distinct poliey bmsed on the view: "Phat Palestine im a living pert
of a complate fatherland, and thnt no partition of one nation and one
people, the Syrian people, enn be earrisd throngh,"(2)

In 1952, in an address given by A. Saadeh at the inauguration of
the Palestinian Students Aseoeintion ut the American University of
Beirut, attention was brought to the two dangere threatening Syris -
the Palestine problem in the South, and the Turkish threat to the
S8yrian frontiers in the North.

Likswise in 1936, the leader dealt wi th this ssme problem, ana
uttered a saying which hae ginee been quoted by Paris el-Xhouri at the
Parliamentary Arab Conference held in Sgypt in 1938 - "Thet the Rl four
Declaration ie & politieal not = legal declaration, and that the Jews

(1) A. Saadsh, An Address presented upon hie return to Lebanom in
May, 1947,

(2) The Pudlieation of the Propagunda Section., The National Party,
sopt. 18, 1947, p. 8 £2.



have neither a publie nor a private claim $o Felestine, »

8inee then the party hes been meniing out appeals to support ite
pojicy at every major erisis in the development of the Palestine Problem.
Thue on July 14, 1937 a party memo to the League of Nations snd other
Interestod Natione was iseued.(1)

Thie memo appeared in anewsr to the Report submitted by the Foyal
Commiseion on Palestine in that same ysar, snd whieh proposed at that
time the eetablimhment of a Jewieh mnd an Arad state independent and
eide by side, with m British ¥anduted area extending between them,
The Syrian National Party after anclyzing this echeme from all ite
angles, concluded thet its romligation would naturelly obetruct the
right of the Syrian people to a part of their fetherlend, over which
part they alone are movereign, Wence any ench partition echeme was
antomatioally liable to be rejected,

On the £1 of September 1945, the Arab Front held = meeting nt
Jaffa to define ites attitude on the Palestine Problem, At this con-
vention Nehme Tabet the then president of the party Supreme Couneil
wWas presont, acoompanied by Mr., Payer Sayegh in caprcity of advisor.
On this ocoseion Wr. Sayegh sdited a pamphlet which wae patronised by
the party politiesl bureau, olerifying the party attitude on the
Palostine Problem.(2)

In this pamphlet Nr. Sayegh dimtinguighes between the "Jewimh
Problem" and the "Palestine Problem”, and pointe out that the Jewish
problem ean have no ooncern for us onee we reject the thesis theat 1t
ean only be solved when a Jewish Wome 1s inetituted in Palestine.

-

(1) Tbid, sept. 18, 1947., p, 8 ff,

(2) The National Party Poiitical Burean, !hn Falestine Problem, Sept.
Bl, 1945, p.b £f. Mr. Nehme Tabst ¢ ot a onvention -
sent hie note to the Arad Front.
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After analysing the Zionist claims which he believes are basei on three

prineiples: (1) a semi historical argument of the Jewish conneetion

with Palestine, (2) the "emotional" - that the perrecution received by

the Jews averywhere will end only when m Jewish home is inptitutea for

them, and (3) the politiesl - 1.9, the Balfour deelaration whieh inher-

ently eontradiete the MeMahon eorregpondence earried om with Xing Haeein,

he spoake in the name of the party asking for;

(1) The abendooment of the institution of a National Jewieh Home

in Palestine,

b,

i)

Jowish immigration and citigenehip.

1) the prohibition of legnl Jewish immigrs t§on

2) formal prohibition of illegsl fomigrs tion

3) the faeilitntion of Jewish emigrsation from Palestine

4) the prohidition of eitizenship grante to Jewp

Land and estadblishmente -

1) to forbid the eale snd tranefer of land to the Jews in all
Palestine without exception,

2) d1ligont control ngainet illegal tranefer of property to the
Jowe,

8) the prohibition of license grants to Jewish esteblishments
whethor sconomiec or otherwime, or the establishment of new
eolonies in Palestine,

Smployment and language -

1) the employment of eivil servants in aqual ratios in the
apper govermmental departments,

2) the abolition of Hebrew me an offieinl langmge in Palesting,

Armoed forees -

1) the demobilization of Jewish private forees, and colony poliee
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2) the esarch for mnd confisention of all arms by the Mandntory
Power which serves to create ma threat to publie poace and
the snfaty of the nati on,
(1I) Meane for the granting of $¢1f Government to the Palestinian
Peopla.
a. The declaration of independence in Palestine
b, The development of welf governmont in Palsstine on f liberal
demooratic bnais,
e, The gradusl allowanee for a plabiscits ts he conducted to de~
tormine the will of the paeople for a futurs annexation to Syria
4, The dissolution of vld pledges nnd trenties,
(II1) The Gradunl disintegration of the Jswish Hational Home,
Likewise on the 19th of March 1946, ¥r. Sayegh submitted to the
Anglo-Ameriean Inquiry Committee on Palestine, a memoranda prepared by
him on behalf of the "National ‘arty”, In it he 4iseusses the right
approach to the Palestine Problem -
"The traditional coneeption of the Palestine Problem ss m 4ilemms with
which the Promising Authorities are eonfronted, due tu their simultan-
fous dsolaration of contradietory and irreconeilabls promiser, must be
exchanged for the amlternative view of the Froblem as an injustice whieh
the Palestiniane have been made to suffer through the introduction,
into their country of am alien people, ambitious emough to look uponm
this oountry as their own, and to seek to transform it into a national
home wherein they will be not only the numeriesl majority, but the
ruling power of the state as well,."(1)

(1) The National Party. Note on the Pulestine Problem submi tted to
the Anglo-american Inquiry Comm. March 18, 1946, p.4.
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that "1if the Palestine Problem is looked upon ane &= national problem
involving the fate of a nation rether than the pledges of » foreign
power; if the said problem is distinguished from the Jew!sh Problem,
and ite solution is separsted from the sottlement of the latter; and

if the solution is sought in the direction of Justice rather then in

the direction of formal #tability resting upon mnjuet foundations -~ only
then will the Palestine Problem bs really understood ana your efforte

to find a molution for it prove fruitful,"(1)

The pamphlet goes on to any that a thorough acquaintanee with the
hietory of Palestine revesls that the eountry ie moeially and sconomic~
ally a pert of m wider gocisl unity, a frection of & national community
end that the Palestine Problem Foes ride by side with the ereation of
Paleetine ae a politicnl entity following the firet worla War, 1In
conelumion it offere the party propoesls for the Just settlisment of
this problem; (2)

"(1) The abandomment of the Balfour Dosclarution end mall the obliga-
tions it involves. Such #bendonmont will necessarily involve -

A. the ocesextion of Jewigh immigrs tion into Paloetine, end the
eombatting of 1llogal immigration relentlepely;

b, the faeilitation, for sll Jowe desirous of leaving the country,
to depart withont any govermmentel diffieulties or any impedi-
monte by Zionist organigat ione;

e. the prevention of ull transfers or #ales of land or property
direetly or indireetly, to the Jows, all over Palestine.

(2) The reecognition of the indepondence of Pelestine amd the faeil-

itation of the establishment of n domoeratic eystem of self-rule,”

(1) 144, p, 6.
(2) 1Tvia, p. 12,
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On the second of Hovember 1947, the party leader igsued a LELLEY &
to the social nutionalists, nnd the Syrien Estion, summarizing the
party attitude on the Paleetine Probiem. In this megpapge the loamder
anelygse the Balfour Deelarntion, nnd ite historiesl effecte on the
8yrian people, enumerating the iifferent vartitione Syris wae subjected
to following the Pranco-British ocoupntion mt the ena of World war 1,
and the measures taken by the party to combet the Jewigh threat to
Palestine,

In conelugion he declares - “the Syrisn netion mlons im cepable of
exereising ite natursl and legrl right to Valesmtine and !t alone osn
determine its fate,"(1)

Aence, 1t followe thut if intesrnntiomsl ugreemante are to Getermine
the fate of Palestine, this would be an infringement on the sovereignty
of the Syrisn nation and of ite internal freefom, 1lkewies any measures
taksn by the Arab League must comply with the wishes of the Syrisn
people, for it has no powsr to cheek their sovereignty,

This meseage ooncludes with a eull for ths romoval of political
barriers over all of "Syria®, end a oell %o eliminate all religions
strife among the internsl fTactions and esets.

The recent international developmente which heve geeured since
the partition secheme of Palestine was finally ndopted on Nov., 30th
1947 by tke U, N.0,, wns the anuse for a new proclamation isrued by the
party on Dee., 1, 1947, In it the lupder states thot the party is in a
state of war for the onuge of Palostine but thot actual war itaelf
must begin when the p§§¥¥2 vho have been declaring their preparedness

for war msay the decisive word, 1f, for finanecinl, sconomiec and

(1) The Leaders Message to the Perty Vembers anid the Syrian Netion
cnn.orlln' the Party sttitude on the Palestine Problem, Nov, 2,
1947, p. 7.



political remsons their threate have been an insineere camouflage,
the party would them met in dirset respones to the will of the people
ani direct ite poliey to the end of serving the general will,

(D) The Party Attitude to the Cuestion of Alexanirettas and Antioch

The Alexandretta Question was reised on Deesmber 8, 1986, by the
Turkish Govermment to the Couneil of the Leagus of Natione &and placed
on its agenda, As the Natlonal Syrian Party believes in Syrim as a ne
tion, one and indivieible, any such sttempt by the Wands tory Power to
nnofloa the divieion of Syria, and to champion the canme of the Tur-
kish Government would by neceseity lend to discord. Thus on December
14, 1937 (1) the party issusd = proclamation defining ite attitude
towards the Alexandretta Question, blocking the attemptei annexation
of thie provinece to Turkey and offering to farnish the require# volun-
teers to help defend the Northern Syrimn frontiers againet any aggression,

At the same time a Memorandwm to the Jeamgue of Nations and Other
Interented Countries was issuwed, clarifying and smphasising the party
attitude on thie question. It denied the exietenee of any rightful
Turkieh claim to thie Syrimn Sanjmq, which finally paid by being snnexed
to Turkey.

6. Svaluation:

Any living movement is liable to evolutiomary ehange, Likewiee a
living politieal purty must by neceesrity pase through differant stnges
along 168 gen-'ral development. Llesewhere we have traced the main chapters
in the bromd poliey of the Syrian Nutional Party. In this oritieal
evaluation we eball attempt to anslyse the evolutiomary trend of ite

(1) The Publiestion of the Propagania Section, The National Party,
‘“-t 15. 1"'. ’}“ ”-
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party creed, Honos, T have seen fit to divide a continuons hiptorioal
narrative into 6 main poriods, Undar theme main periods we shall etudy
the extant to whioh the party has along ite general Asvelopment been
trus to its {deala, ite aime and its prineiples,

(1) The first poriod datoe with the middle of 19853 and snde with
1936. This pariod marks the sescrat fomntion of the party in Beirut.

(2) The evoond pariodl datss with 1935 -~ nnd marks the formal
emergencs of this movement in the form of a politiosl party, and ends
in 1938 with the departurs of Antun Samdeh, the Leader, Daring 1986
the party acocomplished two thinge:-

a. a formal re juost to the Leagus to sni the ¥andate, ani

b, another urging the conclusion of n Pronco-Syrian treaty, which

when carried through faniled to M1T111 the Aemeanlds of the rarty.

While the Leadar was imprisoned, tho development of Prenech poliey,
ersatel two mow problems;

a, The Caestion of Alexandretta

b, and the Problem of Paleegtina,

(8) The third period dmtes with 1938, During thie poriod the
party worked underground until May 1944, when n formel 1icenss suthor-
ized 1t to function under e new name, the "National Party”.

(4) The fourth period dntes with 1944 and epds in Mareh 1947. Tt
saw the beginning of an ettempted reorgenisetion of the party, both
interrnlly and oxternally under the leadership of the President of the
Suprsme Council, Nehme Tabet., It is & poriod merked Wy etrong politieal
asctivity, of party rallles, and the publiocation of many party pahphlets,
a8 well as the reediting of the party paper, "Al-Nehda", 7Tt ends with
the return of A, Saadeh in March 1947,
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(6) The fifth period 4ates with the retarn of the Lender, &and endm
in Qetober 1947; it saw the formsl emergence of this movement, ander a

new name, and with a definite change of policy - "The Syrisn Soeial

Hationaliet Party”. fThie period sew the withdrawal of etsunch party

supporters - perhape it ie too early to elearly determine the affects
of thle eplit up. 3ines Oetober, the party hae continued to function
on the politieal mesne, under ite new neme,

Aceording to Mr. P, Sayegh, the smocial politica) movement i naugar-
ated under this "new" party, ie fully totalitarian in nature, eomprising
a complate philosovhy of 1ife, s comprehensive outlook on the world, sm
art, ote.., Thus in his opinion, Detober 7, 1947, marks a definite
break away from the old "Syrian He tional Party®, and the idea thot the
prineiples making up the Party Conetitution were fixed and unchangeable(])

The change in tne Leader which drove him to believe in the necen-
8ity for the adoption of & totelitarian party philosophy, and the tagk
of the formmlution of such a philos ophy, which would become an integral
part of the party principles ani of the party creed - ig trnced back to
the reguest of Mr, P. Maluf, who found it necepenyy to withiraw from
the party upon his conversion to Catholicism, (2)

Now sven though A. Sandeh foresaw She oncoming echange - (and this
Mr. Sayegh truces from many quoted rasrages) - he 4id not wish to raise
tho iesue upon his return to Beirut in Mareh 1947. One muet remember
that upon his return to Beirut, A. Sasdeh found 1t neocesenyy to cope

(1) Consult the Leamder's Defence, "Saout Al-Abrar®, Jsnunry 24, 1936,
eleo, The Publiention of the Party Information Bureau, Mo, 6,
vol. &, Aug. 31, 1947, p. 9.

Also the worde of the Lesder in the famous 1938 gpeech - "We have
contraoted to remlise throungh the Syrian National Party a very
important aim, -un{ to create an independent state based on

g i

re

firm pripei ,» No.4, vol,5, Aug. 15, p. 9.
(2) mﬁ%« - A Critiosnl Anmiymie of the rosition of
the Syrian 8 onaliet Party on Freedom of Religion and of

Thought, p. 46,



with two unforseen emergencies: (m) the warrant for his arrest, and
(b) the withdrawal of Nehme Tabet from the party, and the split up that
this entailed,

On ODotober 27, 1947, the fourth siition of the "Farty Principles
and Aims” as sxplained by the Zaim wae ispusd under a new neme - "The
Teachings of the Soeial Syrian National¥Party”, and wae made the offi-
eial party reference to the explanntion of its prine iples and aims,
Aside from revising the name of the party, thie edition earried irastie
changen;

(1) Piret, in the new limitetions denoting the geographieal bound-
aries of the "gyrian Nation", which were now revieed to include Irac
and Cyprus,

(2) It omitted the amulyeis of the party plan connegted with the
existing "politionl systems", i.s., "the naturs of the exipting govearn~
mental forms in geographieal Syrim.”

(8) Third, in the adoption of » totalitarisn philosophy -

a, The firet sdition of the "Basie Frine iples and Aime of the

8yrien Nationsl Party” read - *,, the mational revivel involves
the ultimate realisation of nationhood in 8yrim.." (1)

b, It now remds, ".. the netional revival involves the foundntion
of the idea of nationalism und the realization of ult imete
nationhood in Syrim ete.. and the erestion of new oustome based
on our new philosophy of 1ife, end our sooisl mationalist oreed,,,
the basic and refomm principles of the Sceial Syrian National
Party ereate a totalitarian philosophy, a completely comprehensive

(1) Bagie Principles and Aime of the




outlook.,.."(1)

(4) In the 7th prineiples the word "canltursl” wae ndded, that the
Syrian National revival no longer relied on the Syrian politiesnl and
national history for imepiration, but on the "oultural history of the
8yrian Nation in politicnl mationanliew." and that, "the Sveial gyrian
National Party eannot gemerate a Syrian revival except through a genuine-
ly independent, Syrisn apirituanl fores”.(¢)

(6) The following worde were ndded to the Bth prineiple - "gyria
represente our mocinl pereonelity, our ereede and sar jdesl 1ife, ne
well ae our general philosophy of 1ifa, of the universe as well am of
art."(3)

According to Mr. Sayogh, this eudden unconst!tutionnl chanpge
aside from abeolving the perty member from hie given pleige (4) raises
a number of new imrues;:-

1) The adoption of wuch » totnlitarisn philomophy, ontnile the
automatie eollusion of the purty ereed with the member who professes
a philosophy of his own.

2) Such a totalitarianm conception refutes the genernl Syrian
heritage which being baeed on verintion mnd differentintion in olimate,
(1) The Tenmchings of the Syrian Soeiul Nutionalist Party, 4th Rdit.p.46.

As Tar this now phlIo=op - 0 3 wor 8 In need of a new

philosophy, & philosophy capable of saving it from the strife and

ignoranee of earlier philosophies. This new philosophy is & philo-

#ophy of unified mction, unifying all the human forces - it ie the

philomophy offered by your movement and your revivel.... It ie not
longer poseible to explain humen svolution in nocordance with
either a epiritual or a materialistic orved, our thosie is that
human progrese is bused on both a epiritusl and o materialiet found-

ation, and that progressive bumanity looks to this prineiple in the
reanlization of ite own futare.”

he Publication of the Party Information Buresu - No.l, vol,8, p. 1,
(2) STpla of ¥he Syrian Wational party, 4th sdit,
Pa -

(3) 1via, p. 29,
(4) 0@ the organisation of this party and the contractusl basis of
aAgreement botween the Leador and the member rallying to his appeanl,
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in habite, in religions, ete., eunnot allow a general uniformity in
faith and in belief, Hence thie totalitarian philoesophy eannot be
regardei ms totally syriam in origin, but ar relsted to Flato's totali-
tarian conceptions, ag well as to thome of the Catholic Church mnd of
Marx,

3) meligion ie by neceesity n part of men's philoeophy of 1ife,
and of his conception of the universe, Would thie uniformity entail
the eventual sdoption of one unified roligious oreeidy Todsy, the
different religious eresade cooperate and work through the party for
the realiszation of eimilar snde, imposed on them through the aceeptance
of the Soeial (8yrian)National®principles, How esn the perty refuse
the cooperation of people professing different philosophiee of life,
and neooept mombers belonging to the different seete, when both the
former and the latter, sntuil a belief in m veriety of eonceptions of
1ife, of the universe, of art, ete....?

4) What ie to guarantee thet onee A, Sandeh asprumes soversign
anthority in the State, he would not abolish the prineiple which stunde
for the total eeparstion of church and ptate, or nny other principle
for that matterY What is to prevent him from csnlling any new religion
which he arrives at, the new state religiont Whet is to guarantee that
he will not favor the Communist aystem of economie orgenizmtion, and
chenge the party's spocinl economie principles to make them compatible
with communiemy(1)

Likowipe, many other igseues, onn be rajeed in similar eontexts,

Howevar the iseues we have ruiped in the above analyeie, mark a definite

(1) Bxmot references to this argument, are to be found in -
Sayegh, P., "Where " A Oritienl Analysie of the Position of The
Syrian Soeinl Watlonaliet Party on Preedom of Religion and of

Thought, p. 82 ff,



trand in the developmont of o diotatorinl bumie of lemdership. 1n the
analysie of the party organization we have repeatedly ptreseed thet the
party creed denled any anspoointion of the diseipline of ite orgrnismtion
with suropean fuseism, a party dictatorship which throttles the demo-
eratie spirit. As a party it refuse: to be conneeted with any foreign
power, and remembered that during ite lifetime 1t saw persecution under
the Wandate, under the authority of Viehy, Free Prance, ae woll as the
English Occupntion Command, Why hasn't the demoeratie machine, oloearly
provided for in the Coneti tution, besn nllowed to operante mnd to bring
in this unconstitational change in the perty? Here is the erucisl
point, whieh fow oan fathem.

It is important to note here that even though this party wee a
sseret soelety, it bagnn tu work openly esinee 1935. It has grown in
importance and in eisze, despite the many obetucles whieh it hae hed to
solve; the hostility of the Mandated anthorities, the opposition of
the Arab nationsliete, and the genernl belief that it wam a fapeiet
organisation, The fuet that it survived this laet obstacle tends %o
prove ite lack of affilintion to any sueh movement,

At this stage, we nek the suestion - is this movement reverting to
type? Must all the movements which arose in Lebanon since the early
1930'a be fasciet in coloring?

According to Mr. Hoursni - "This movement has been able to hold
ite own, owing to many faetore:

1) It made a more detormined offort tham any other organiszation
to think out the whole nationnliat problem in all ite appects, and to
formulate & progrem in the light of elesr and velid principles;

2) It was rigidly organize? on the membership prineiple -~ with a
hisrarchy, a logienl divieion of functions and a striot disoipline.
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8) Finally, ite leader wee n man of courage, Adooieion and powerfal
intelleot,."(1)

Are these same fuetors which helped it get a tenmeious hold on
11fe, going to develop out of nll ressonsble proportion and mee it
turn into a dendly wempon in the midst of sar pageive sneiety?y

When thie movement first feveloped, it aimed st the fiiswovery of
the dommant forces in the nation and in the spirit of the oitizens, to
aroued them to aoction, and to creato an nmetive revivel whioh would
spread from the purty to the roet of the people snd whieh would pat an
end to their {dle passivenese,

"In you ie a dormant foree, the power .f life, if you bnd neted,
hed you served, you would have chunged the genercl current of history "(2)

S8ince then, the "party” hae beaome s tangible politiesl fores.
Devaloping under the Mandate, it helped to erente a single social unity,
& pingle eommon will.(5) Xt is us u consequence of this development
that we have had to snalyse thie movement snd regerd it ne o "politionl
party”. 1In so far ar this party hae formulated speeinl principles
expressing ite domestic, soeinl and efoonomic interoste om & ¢ ommon
rather than on man individual politiesnl nutionel banie; in o far e iW
has introduced genuine national inetitutiome to replaece the traditionsgl
roligious, feudnl, patriarchal snd tribal ingtitutione, (4) 1t has
brought into the realm of our politiesl 1ife organigation and the ides
of national unity, to form the basie to our struggle for nationsl
liveration,

(1) Hourani, A,, *
(£) The Publioant

(8) Tbid, p. 18-18.
(4) Ibid, p. 4.

Lebunon®, p, 197,
formation Buresm, Wo. 7, vol, B,




(fhe morite of this movement 116 in the faet that it sought from
ite initial etart to replace, religious, tribel, and patriarchal cons-
eiousnesr, with a "national eonsciousness”; to unify the predominant
separatiet tendenciew and to promote cooperantion,] Thus it has sought
to eliminnte the struggle nnd etrife which result from extreme indivi-
dualiem and oclaes antagonism under eapitaliem, and from a "dietatorship
in the nam? of the proletariat” under ecommunism,

One mast not forget that it introdueced the following bagic idenm;

1) That 8yria is for the Syriane and the Syrisns are a ceomplete Ention,

2) The Syrisn Nation is one soeinl eommunity.

3) 8yria's intereste are nbove nll intaroste,

4) The abolition of feudsaliem, the orgsnigution of netionml sesnomy on
the basie of produetion, the seeurity of the righte of labor, and the
proteotion of the interests of the Nation snd of the State.(1}

These oame ne a direet answer to the genersl beliefs embodied in
the ocharters and prineiples of muore than one party:

1) That there ie no Syrism Nation

2) That Syria is a small eountry incapuble of fueing an enemy or of
living an independent polition] 1ife,

3) The absolute negleet of the country's internsl soeinl orgenisation.

4) That religion liee at the busie of the stute,

6) The recognition of the righte of eminent religious dignitiaries to
intorfere in political, ndministrative and Judicial affaire.

6) A goneral differential submiesion to the "will" of the foreign powers,

7) The failure to negotiante the memns of establishing a greater aqual ity
in the standard of living,

8) That individual interests are the basie for every interest.(?)

§0e the Basie and Reform Prineiples of the gyrian Iatiunal Parv.

fl 5 galgushl of nn Farty Information Buresu, No. 9, vol, B




C, THE PMALANGES LIBANAISKS

In 1944 the Serviee for Nationnl Kduoution of the Fhelunges 1.iban-

aises iesue . a pamphlet on the fly-lenf of which nppenred the follow ing
statement;

"In the strife of politienl ngitations which maintain on the ne-
tional seene a few netors alwaye the paws, amidst saspleious opyportanism,
profit mesking last hour converte, clane and prrties, frmily and seet-
arian intereste - is found the compmet nnd wall-ordered group of na-
tional militante, integrel anpa disinterented, the Phnlsnges | ibonaises,
Their most certein merit is th ¢ s?nee; the beginning of their aotivity,
they have adopted ome 1ine of eondnet, whioh has been revemled ne the
best and least compromis ing, ,”

Who maxe the Phalunges Libanuipes, and how true {s thig stantementy

1., Hise of:

In the autumn of 1936, Pierre Gomayel mont out un invitntion to
hie friende for the formution of o yonth organisation, »n traintng eanter,
“with the purpose of gerving Lebsnon nnd seenring ite indepeandones un
tho barie of virility, prineiple, and self-remspect, Thie invitation
met with inetent approwml amd the youth of Lebsnon floeked in response
%o 1t. As it began to epreed, it has hed to be guided ecautiously,

AR n movement, the Phalanges Libmnaimes Antes with the 21 of Nov,
1986, yot oven before the end of its first year, om Wed. Nov, 17, 1987,
the Arrete No., 1472 wae igsued Aipbanding this athletie training conter
and the orgsnigntion's hemduusrters wers cloped by n polies foree, om
Bunday the 21 of Wov,, the Phalangietes flooked to the Fleee des Cannone. e
in Beirut protesting againet thie Injustice, shote ware fired, and
wounds inflieted. Phe authoritios rotaliated by arreating 10C Phalangéete
wWith the ir leasder,
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Out of this strife the Phalenges Libanaipes emorged strongly con-
#olidated in tho foee of 1te onomioe snd continued its work amidet =n
Atmosphere ohargel with threste nnai warninge which up to Mereh 1948
apounted to at luset ¥ in n:.

On April 3, 1941, the hesd nuarters of the Phalangee TLibanaisews
were cloeed for the geevnd time following it instigntion of & full
strike in Beirut in protest ageinet the fmyvitniljement, The esitustion
remaine i tense until the end of ¥ey whken the euthorities threstened
the orgenigntion’s Fresident rrd 36 other membere witk exils tp Padwar
ae a coneegusnee of thelr pavere sttiek on the ¥endntes ruthoritiem,

Tn 1ike manner during the Vowember 1948 origie in Loabsnon, Flerre
Gomayel and P83 phnlangietes wore nrreptod snd relensed nfter tho
relense of the President of the Popublic and hise eollengues, Their
hoadoguarters were recnigitioned. (1)

On the E27th of Nov., 1943, the Fepublieen Degree No. 126 wae isensd
offieirlly recognizing thie organiegntion ne & eovneequence of | ta patrio-

tie pupport and eorvioce for Lebanon,

£, Alme, Principlea and Goneral Outlook:

The Phalanges Libannises was crganised to be the imstrument for
séouring Lebanese independonce nnd for meting ae¢ tho bulwark in defance
of Lebanees oxistence.

"1% is & patriotie youth organization. Its aim is egsentially
pational: the formation of a lLebanowse nation, conseinus of i{te duties
and 1te righte in an indepenient and sovereign etete, To this effect
it attompte:~

a) To form eltigens having notional ideals,

(1) On Nov, B2, 19483, the Phalsngee Libanaiwes am well ue the Kajjndeb
assumed oommand of the popular remction in defence of Lebanose pride,
its right to exietence snd ite independenee following the arrest of
the people's reprosentat ives. Refer ty 1'Action No.96,Dec.l2, 1948,



b) To prepare the youth to perfowm their eivil obligatiovne in harmony

e)
a)

8)

f)

with the 1dene of the fatherlend snd the fumily.

o inetill In them the wpirit of sacrifice diseipline and cooparation,
To develop fratornity,

To diffuse among ite sdherente the sentiment of honour, of duty

and of loyalty,

And to mould their charscter ani nceustom them to tolerance nnd to
absolute respect for the iiberties of otherse.(1)

"The Phalinges Libunaises ne n pare Lebmnose national institutionm,

Teveanle no confeselionsl or raneisl characteoriestics:

a)

b}

e)

1)

a)

f)

They are esmontinlly disintersvete,

thoy extend all over geographiesnl Lebanon, and appeal t3 all the
Labanoee of Lebanoun, whethor in the home eountry or ahrond,

thoy diseociats thomselvos from mll clan polities, personal polities,
ate. ,

they intervana in all the affuira portaining to the national order
through their chiaf, who ie their offieinl spokesmen, and following
decisions and written ordors,

they attnok nll anti-nationnl dsctrinns tonding to the sotunl dse-
truction of Lebanon,

they stand for ordered and well dieeiplinei Aemoerncy, and eonsiger
it as an 189nl townrde which it i® eonvenient to aspire, and for
whieh the spirit and the echarscter wonld progreseively be formed,
thop boliefs will be maintnined and will ndvanes in the faee of every-
thing because of justlce, ilkewipe, it im the notion of juetice which
Aletntoe to them a 1ine of condnet to be adopted for the esolution

of the sociml problem,

(1) statute, Artiele 1, July 1, 1938.



h) they etand for the perpetuntion of the good Lebanese traditions mnd
for the prineiple of progress in the other domeine, progress achieved
by reforme rigorously demandei and etrictly applied.”(1)

[ Their slogane are; God, Psatherlund nnd family.(2) (Dieu, Patrie

et Famille),

A8 a movement of doetrine nnd setion, the Phalangee Libanaises
earves Lebanon through vinesntion end netional politiem, yot nt tho pame
time it hae struggle ! tou remsin ontside the party strife, “¥we are not
the men of s perty and we hate the spirit of partien " (3] bealleving
itself above parties mnd poereonalitios, ITte most seored nim ig the
arrival in Lebanun at independence, an independeance based on firm found-
ations, and safeguarding w1l righte, Tte prineiples of motion are
faith, discipline, dieinterestadnons, couragd and persoversnce,

The existenoe of the Lobunese nution having ae its miseion the

accomplishment of culture and tolorance ig & fact that they have been
8ivon as their mismion to maintuin, defend and roinforee,

8 a movement, the Phalenges Libanuises is progreseiva, Jt is =
national arganigation aiming to orente a Lebanens nation having anified
intoreste and fdeels, a Luebanon, moverelgn and independent, safe apd
happy. Honee it pmrtieipntes in avery national constructive setion
rofleoting on Lebanon and the Tebmnnepe people with progress, snd the
good of mll,

“"For the better to ettrin their nnti onal aim, the halenges Liban-
aieas works for the development of Tabanose @oonomy and for the amelior-
ation of the workers' moeiml conditionp, Tt sesks in the end to inspire
the youth with the love spd spirit of sportemanship."(4)

(1) Statute, Artiole 4,

(2) statute, Artiecle 5,
(3) Aetion, Dee.3,1989, Por further raference consult the seotion on

Poli snd Eveluation,
(4) 8tatuts, Artiocle 2,
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Ae t0 the problem of mooinl reforme, the Chef of the Jhalanges
Libannisee said Iin 1940: "And av to the situntion of the patit bourgevis,
what have they done o find him a solution® As to the eoneial law pro-
Joots, must they wtill 11e in thoe bott-m of some rawar® What have
thay dono for the delim uent childe”

The Phalungen Libunnigee har atosd in cppogition to all helf-honwei
méaeurae, nnd eought to agitaute for eumplete end new #ocial logislation
axtending over a1l escinl caeee nd gver il the fislde of workers'
activitice, pointing ont #het the workers sa u elape makes up the bulk
of the Labuness paopls,(1)

§99king to ran or juetice to the Lobnaness worksr it neke for:

a) Tha alloention of sufficiont ealayi 28, both for the worker himmeelf
and for his family's nosig;

b) safficiont compensntion for the worker ns n socurity agninst anom-
Ploymant, nocident, §1l-henlth, #te., the monoy Lo come from o
epecial apsistanee budget;

e) gonaral soeinl ineurance;

d) the proteetion of the workere by meens of comprohengive factory laws;

®) adequnte legislation to definy the relationship of the employees to
thoir omploysre, and viee voures;

f) a sooial poliey insaring bettar hygienie conditions and o systom of
publiec asiuention,(2)

All these meseures tend to ineure for the worker happy 1ifa of
dlgnity and honsety in a nationnl ordar baged on mutuel eooperation and

the eliminntion of clase etruggle,

(1) Aetion, Mareh 24, 1940,
(2) tetion, May 13, 1944, and also Traet issued May 1, 1944,



As to eduestion, private and  fleial, the Phalanges Libanecines
feoel thut 1t must ba direeted in accordanes Whhthe national interest,
and thet noutrality s inedmiseable,

In respeet to the politienl regima, they insist on:

a) The alloestion of responsibility;

b) honesty of mdminietration;

e¢) the abandonment of nll patty politice, and partiean struggles;

i) a national policy siming nt the notlonnl ravivel of the ecuntry inm
agricalture, indastry and commerce;

@) no salf-intaraest;

f) only fidelity;

E] only eourage;

sall in tha sarviee of Lebonon nnd the publie good." (1)

Likewise capable and responeible lanfere, man of integrity, who
inepire eonfidenoe, who are conscientioue and are powsrful within limits,
all ready to serve, thie i whot Lebnnon i in need of, At the pame
tiln the Phalangesg lLibenaises regorie ne ssesntinl the developmont of
order und dignity which we find smies in Lebenon, and the foreulation
of & poliey bmueed on the nationanl welfare,(?)

In his deelaretion of July 18, 1944, the Chef, Pierre GCemuyoel snye:

"Aujourd'hui, voieil los dirvetivees sui contrdlent notre sction;
(1) Ls conetitution de 1926, mOme avee ses modificstions réeentas,

g'ent rdvél6e maloncontreuse ot innddsuate, Son dehve ne sonfirme
de jour en Jour, et pep peniblos ot tristes effete sont log mbmes
aujourd'hui comme durant le mandat, Dep caumes identiocues pro-

duisent dep effote identinues, Juisoue le resultat est mauvaie,

(1) Se® Traet issued on June 19, 1989,
(2) Action, Janusry 14, 1940,
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attacuone-nous & la causs, 0'set 18 1o senl remdds.

(£) I1 ost prémnturd - ot malhabdile ~ de proposer nujourd 'hui un projet
d6tailld d'une nouvells eonstitution. Geel me doit se faire qu's
s veille de 1m convoention d'une rssemblée Constitusnte. nLe
régime motusl est une ordetion dn mandnt, Aux Libanaie incombe le
droit 9% le devoir d'sn ohoisir un autre plus confame & 1'intérét
national,

(2) ‘uant & nous, Phalsngietee, notre prise do poeition de 1936 iemeure
lnchnngéc: Koue sammes pour un rdgime d'autoritd, de probitd ot 4e
eonpdtenee dont la forwe et lum mpdulités eeront proclsmdes an
tempe opportun, "

In oonolusion the halungee Liban.ises offere o pieture of o
utopian Labanon, a rofuge mguinst porsecution and slavery, and spaeislly
intolerance, rafusing vahemently evory thegerntie bosis adoptedl in the
naighboring eountriss and thoir cunatitutions, It asks for n socular
eonatitution, refusing to ugaspt mny 1law, neither Christisn nor ¥omlew,
It beliasves thnt thease are the charaeteristioe which diffarontinte
Lebanon from other Mid ile smeturn evuntrise, ond that ite complete
Independence from the Sast ap from the Womt, 18 but the vondition neceg-
sory for ite axistence,

"Nous ostimons jue le diplomatio ne psut pne Otrs discutds sur 1a
pPlace publique, ni dune lem enesintes religiouees, ot que lag groupe-
monte politicuos eux-mdwos devrniont faire preuve 4'un pen plue de
pudenr cuand ile traitent, dene leurs programmes, de politisue dtrangdre,

Sn lient dogmatijuemont 1¢ sort e es Patrie & eelul 4'un sutre
pay® on a tout 1'sir d'avoir deux patrice en lieu d'une, 1Te Liban
o8t dds lore 14spd dana 1o Aroit exelus!f qu'il a au culte de gen

enfants. Du culte 46 deux patries & 1s fois & 1a trahison, on cus de



eonflit d'intér8ts, 11 n'y u qu'un pas.

Nous n'avons mn priori de prdfdiromee pour pereonn#, Nous ne pro-
nongons 4'exelusive a l'dgard d'aucune smitié, ni 4'nuoun syetome de
nature h aseeoir la edeurité du Liben on tunt qu'Stat compldtsment indd-

pendant et pleinement souverain,"(1)

3. The Party Orgeniestion:

The party hisrnreny conwinte of » chisf, (e president) s meerotary
gonernl, and an wnofficinl enbinst coneicting of 12 fepartmental hemde,
preeiding owr such departmente sng the politienl, the economie, emigra-
tion, propagmnds, woeisl welfure, ptudant woalfare, ote,,.

Internelly the Phalangee Tiban fees dividos Tabanon into e&ix

provinees;
1) Kesperwan 4) Bek's
£) Northern Lebenon 6} Shouf
3) 8outhern Lebanon 6) Matn

bach of these distriote ie later pubdividei into:

1} Province 4) Division

2) Oountyy B) Qell.

&) Dietriet

Since the movement originatsd, Pierrs Gemayel has been of fieianlly

eleotod as tho Qhef of the party overy three yoars in ageordance with
thoir eonstitutional lews. He ig sleeted by the 12 departmentnl hoads
who in turn are appointel nnd dimmissed by him, They havs always seen
it to elect him beomums they have been influeneei by him nand his per-
sonulity, and beesume as experte in their own speeinl fields they would

profer to have one perpetunl chief, who ie at onee conseioumly aware of

(1) Aetion, May 20, 1944.
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his responsibilitions, and who is the real and honorary executive and
epokesman of the party.

Like the President of the U, 5,0, the Chef of the Phalungee Liben-
aises is the povereign exeeutive, sand wmeete with hie "unofficial esbinaet
evary Tuepdny in Beirut to debrteo nnd to dlecums, But like hig Ameriean
eountarpart he is not obliged to follow their adviee, This eabinet hes
to b2 pworn in bsfore taking office,

Thers ars two new departmonts worth mentioning briafly: tha

party poliee foree, and the party roform ocouneil.

The party police consiusts of twd mnin divisions:
1) police apeort far the Chef,
2) and m loesl poliica foree In fhe country.
Theee have three main functions:
a) sagarity, b) traffie, ¢) informstion,
Thay ara dirsetod from Beirut snd @ ap offielsl reesrds in which their
prders pre strictly documentad ns wall ng othor drnily events,

The party reform council ie nn 0offieinl organ whieh dacidie on
diseiplinary measurss in neeorinncs with a strictly mdhered tu code,
"Obay and Halp" - thie ie the sacret of the Phalmpgoes and of their
vietory.(1)

The two main party mtrongholds are Beirut nnd Mt, Lebsnon., Tn
gooinl compomition, the numbor of frrmers lead in the rural dietriet,
whorens the "salnrint” leande in Beirut, whore also the liberal srte are

raprasentsd by a large namber of lawysrs and doctors,(’)

(1) aetion, Wov., 21, 1989, G&ee nleo the dficinl party publications om
"Gonernl Orgenizsetion and Disciplirnary Gode” - Wov, £1, 194, aw
woll as on "The Orgnnisntion of the Phdugu" Mareh 15, 1948,

(£) The "palerist” is s term eoined by Keynes to denote thoee members
of the middle oless who are higher up on the soeinl sonle than the

roletarint end who sre smployed et a salary. Thae they would be-
ong tuv that olses of people otherwise ealled the lower middle
olage,
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4. Polloy:

Ap 8 movemont the Pholongee Libanniges ie of Lebanon and for Labanom
alone, TIte cornerstonee are the stability of prineiples, smerifice nnd
firmnose for the epremding of national pride and the forming of s strong
bine in favour of Lebamon, Tt only esoeke the prosperity of Tebenon
upder fnll independence - complate liberty mnd totel sovereignty - and
aims ut the pudblic nntioral welfare, Tt throwe overboard all formeles
irreeoneilmble with indeponivneos: unity (sdminietrative sand fineneial}),
anion, fe.erantion, confedearstion, «te..

"Cette idde pour incusile now vivone et ppur laguelle noue mouy-
rone, cetts 144s sus nows voulone, ue nous feroms geénerale: rdoliper
pour notre Liban un destin magnificue, Lo rendre libre, progpdre,
houreux. 4t poar y arriver noug perlerone gsne orsinte commeé nous aglie-
sone eene pear”,.(1)

Whataver fnte holde, Lebnnon must exiet.(2) Lebsnon mtende against
nobody., It belonge to ue wll., Labenon ie u spiritual entity, which is
wall gstablished on firm eolid sarth, rich with ite 60 times mecunlar
enlture, strong in ite aspirntiones working for whateaver the uncertnin
future holds.(¥) WHenece whatsver Lebanon hes for enemise, we have slso
a8 our anomies,(4)

"We have provdd $0 the whole world the purity of our aim. Ve hnve
triumphe1 over all falee seocusstions, by our sotione and by vur tonn-
eions hold on 1ifa, Yo have anifie: our ranks, w9 beve animated te
pntional gp irit, and we have put into svidenee snd into the first plece

the Tebanusee sentiment, We heve thought ap Lebanese, we heve lived as

(1) Le mot dn ghef, Aetion, Wov. B1, 1989,
(2) Manchett® 4'sction, aug, 11, 1940,

(Z) Aetion, Nov, £1, 1940,

(4) Action, Dee, 5, 1940,
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Loabanogs, and we have agitatod for the Lebanon. Now we look intu the

dark and obsoure future,, Our hund ie in the hand of God in the soerviee
of Lebanon.”(1)

"Le Liban st une rdulitd physique et historicus. Realité physiome,

11 est 4otd de frontidros naottument dessindes et de ressources varidos
sal lui donnent, malgr® son potit territolre, unitd et proepéritd na-
turelleos., L'unitd libenaise #et indivieible, tontes lag regions dn
Liban 4tant egalement indiepunsables & son bisn Stre st o son develop-
pement,

nénlitd hietorique, le Liben moderns, reprenant la succession de

1'anti jue Phénietu, g'est constommant 1mpasJ depuime gix gidolae 5
l'attention du monde,"(2)

"We have eaid and we repest thet Lebunon is an sectunl geogrephicel
and hiet arienl reomliity which we muet proserve snd reinforce by sll
possible meane,"(3)n In thie senee Tebenon e 2 peliticsl, historiesl
and goographical entity, snd we cannot ndmit the oeximtenes of sny theory
or any natural poliey whieh defice thie fundawental principle.(4)

The Lebanese popple in their new awnkening recognize tho faet that
it i® the duty snd the privilege of the Lebunese youth to work for the
pablic wolfare, Only then can cvery Lebanuse aequire ecually the same
rights and duties., Lebanon hes never been the refuge of & single seeot
regardless of another, it bae always been the home of everyone vho hee
belioved in the Lebanese misrion and worked for ite resiisation in an
environment based on eelf roespset, liberty and love,

A "La rémlité libanuise a éte nspurde par ls rechsrche et 1a ;‘tenlo

methodiques ot congtantes, au cow » d¢ six sicblea, de 1'inaépendance

(1) Lo Chef, action, Nov., 21, 1941,
(2) aetion, April 25, 19438,

(8) Aetion, Nov, 1, 1943,

{4) Aetion, Fob, 8, 1944,
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totale dnans 1'intdgritéd territorisle, A eot affort de tous les jours
entrepris par 1a prinoipautd'libanulsa, 1a mases Au peuple a purtlclp‘
d'une maniere eontinus,... Aprbe 1860, mwne ldgion 46 volontaires s'sst
ohargd@ A'affirmar sous toue lee etale 1'Tdde libunnige,

On a long passd d'efforte, de anorificee et 4o Aeyouement, qui ot
8 1'origine de 1a rénlitd 1iban iea, st 1n Adfinition wime 28 1n Wntion,

n a Jgnlﬂment dorit que s YWetion ast un groupement -ui mae per-
pdtue historinuement, unifié par ane idbe auil set une volonté 4'oxie-
tenes, Ya continuitd sul sypsraft 4'une !gfan dolatantae dnne 1'wintoire
du Liben eet 1'expression de 1ls volontd perpdtuelle d'existence de
notra Jeupls,

L continulte libananiss, dont nous partieipons & notre tour, est
par eoneetuent notre reigon 6'Otru, cnr elle fnit 46 nous une Nation,
Qotte raipon 4'#%re sgt paroille, sinon supokleurs, 2 celle de toute
autre nation libre, grande ou p tite,

te maintien, 1o deflbe, et 12 renforcomont de cotte yoslitd omi
s'appelle 1a Netion Libanaime, voilh notre dogme fonismentsl,”(1)

When the idem of independence in the Orient was etill unknown,
Lebenon waes independent., Leabanon wee frac, Lebsnon held ite hosd high,
It spread in the two worlde 2 megesnge of liberstion =znd independence.(2)
Qur historieal evolution, our etandsard of netionsl civilisstion, as
well me the principles of the stlantic Chartor, nll combine to sanction
our right to complets liberty with other m tione, (3)

"The independenee of a nation r country must be & ¢ontinaal
eroation, the constant affirmation of a perpstusl will to be and to

exist,.. Tt riqnlro; the enbmiesion to rigorous diseipline, To us ie

(1) Aetion, April 25, 1943,
(2) Declaration du Qhef, Aetion, Sept, 7, 1941,
(8) Aetion, April 2B, and Nov, 1, 1943,
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the duty of making out of Lebanon a living fatherland, as well us &
darable one,"(1) |

In the name of the 22,000 (2) phelangistes belonging to all the
elagses of soeisty and representing with their sympathigers effeetively
and entirely the publie opinion of the country, the Phalanges Libanuiees
elaima the safaegusrding of the national 4dignity; independence in all
the netivitise of the will,(3)

The complete independence of Lebunon, over which unchallenged uann-
nimity prevails, signifies that all over the branchss of our national
aotivity, we muet be nble to direet in nll sovercignty our dimtinct
national dvetiny.(4)

The independence which we want for our country, ani for which we
are roady to shed our dblood, ies »n total indspendence, We will nevsr
ncodpt tutelag:, no matter from whers it eomes, from the “nst or from
the Weat,(6)

Tt followe that the Phalsngys 1, ibanuises regarde all combinations
working against Lebanon with distruct, a,.g.:

"Hous rejetone la thdoris d'une syrie Géographique sm tant qu'slle
8dnierait la realith physioue du Liben, Cette théoris, peuvre 4'orienta-
listes asservis & des politi ucs 4'impdrialisme, no repose sur aucun
fondement histariowe, ‘'Les montagnew, lem fleuvee, s 41t Renan, tantOt
sdparent, tantdt reuniseent,'(6)

Nous rejetons la thdorie 4'une nation arab qui engloberait le

pouple libanaie, Le fait cue nous constituons nous-mekes une Nstion

(1) Manifeste lanch Wov., 7, 1956 on the formetion of the Phalanges
Libanaises.

(2) Thie was the figure given ovut in 1944, The officinl up todate figure
on the number of mndherente is 42,000,

(23) Treet dimtribud le 19 Juin 1989,

(4) Aetion, Peb. ©§, 1944,

(B) Action, May 20, 1944,

(6) See uh- Noe, 126~-127 for the attuek of the Fhalanges Libanaises
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Libansise egt, par delnitlon, incompautible avee une pareille théorie. (1)

Le communautd de inngue ept un dlémont de rapprochemont, maie ne
saurait cons ti tuer une nation, CQ'wet ce gu'sttomte 1'Hietoire de 1n
Suisse, des8 pays Anglo-Saxone, doe pays de 1l'imdrigue du Sud st des pap
Arabes Dﬂl-lﬁnﬁl."‘ﬂ)”
To ecomment onee more on the atund uf the Phalnngee Libanniece in res-
ponge to the threatening maes of formulne which have tende i to submerge
Lebanon mnd to destroy its idontity, 1 onote the fullo#?ng confession
of faith followed by Oliviera Snlrgzar, the celebrntod Fortuguese reformer
ani whieh appearsd in the "Aetion” on Mareh B30th and May Buth 1943

"Nous né disecutons pse lu rutrie, c'est & dire la Nation dene som
1ntdkrit‘ tarritorinle 2t morelo, dane sa plaine iné‘pandanoe, EANS 8
voeution historigue, Il en existe de plue puiesantas, 48 plus riches,
peut 4tre de plus belies: mals celle-ci st 1la nftre, =t Jamaie file
au covur bien nd n'a ddsiry @trs 1'enfant 4'une autre mére, ILaissons
aux philosophers ot aux historiens 1o advnloppemant de eertnine rfyoriase
"relatives s la poseibilith de constitusr a'mutres agglom€ratione de
peuplos, ou méme ayent trait sux avintages matériels d'antres combinai-
gone que 1l'histoire n'as pee ordds ou gu'ells a ddfaites.”

This 4098 not mean that Lebrinon muet refuse to cooparate with ite
Arab noighbore am well a8 with uther foreign natione, but thnt mny suoeh
eooperation ar contaot must a«ffirm ite right to complete movereignty.

On the other hund the strese on complete and totanl independence

- i

agaipet the pamphlets issued in August 1944 by faotions interested
in greater Syrian unity mmd = greater Arsb unity,

(1) on the 12th of Oct, 1944 folloming the eonclusion of the Alsxsndria
Protoool, Pierre Gemayol interviewed the President of the Lebanese
Republic and enquired after the messures adopted to insure the
separate aexistenee of Lebonon snd ite poseible participmtion in
the Arad League, (setion No. 154).

(2) aetion, April 25, 1943,



and soversignty, affirme the fuot that the Phalangee Libanr ipes never
fgoaptod the Mandate nor ite nppliecntion, But that it hae repeatedly
epp2nled to the Mendated authorities to fulfill the netionsl aspiratime
and to grant Lebanon ite indepondencs.(1)

"Franco~Lobanese eollaborntion must not he based un hypooriay and
bad faith, To be renl and officient, thie collaboration must ba nllowed
to devalop in an atmomphera of compleate good faith, of charity nnd
loyalty, nnd in protsecting and rispecting the Aignity of eneh,"(2) A
stop must be put to that shemeful nnd degrnding comedy whioch has lumted
nearly 20 yeare.(3)

“A la duparis d'un pouvoir netionsl annihild noue voulons voir les
raspongabilitds dtablies, loe directives prdoisdes, le Chef ddeigna, ..
La dunlitd des pouvolrs, avoo une impréeision ot une eonfusion voulne
dane 1a repartition des droite, a 4té 1s cmuse du malaies politique
intdrieur dane co pays, Telle qu'elle m 4t pratiquée juseun's ee Jour,
8lle est una insulte au sentimont national.”(4)

“Vous savez mioux que pereomnna cee oue le mandot nous n rovi. ¥Nous
ne voulona plue 2geaysr, Noue ns voulons ecamptor cus sur nous-momes,"(6)

"Nos eoneclusions sont les cuivantes:

(1) 5n vertu de 1'article lur de la charte du Mandsat, celui-ei

aarnit AF prendre fin suesitd aprés 1'dleborstion 4'un stutat

organique, en 1'sspdee de la Conetitution Libensise du 25

Mai, 1926, \

(1) ses Aetion dnting ¥o. 30, and thet deting ¥Warch 15, 1941 for open
request for Lebenese independence and liberstion, Likewise the
protest of Plerre Qemsyel npd the Lebnnese ¥inistry to the state-
ment of M. 4e Guulle on Aug, 3, 1942 in reference to "wandeted
%ob-non", when Tebanon hand been indepenient for ten wonthe prior

o that,

() Lettor of the Chief to the W0 F,, June 19, 1939,

(8) Le Chef, Aetion, Dee, B1, 1989,

(4) Aotion, Dee, 51, 19859,

(6) Declarntion du Qhef an "Revus du Liban", Sept, 1941.
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(2) %n tout dtat 48 enums, avee ln Paillite de 1a Scoidté dem
Natione ot 1a dédveloppamant d4e 1la guerre ame ladite Soeid té
n's pn emphoher, 1o mandnt eon?id an gouvernamant de la
Republiue Praneaiss s juridionement prie fin,

(5) Ta rupture du mandrt & 34114 1'inddpendance ot le souvarninetd
iu Liban,

(4) Ta proelamation dn 26 “ov, 1941 «t leg reconnaigesncer rn'il
ont suivia ont ndmie exprededment cotta inddpandance ot gette
monvarsinate,"(1)

“The powerful Mandntory erasnte| for the two countrise, (Lebrnon
nnd 3yria) the "eommon-intarert” sorvices, Thie community wios roalized
to further thair politienl enis, pince 1t facilitntad the aptablishmemt
of a “"super governmeent”, a dictutorehlip, whioh !e the Ynut Commisrarist,
(common t0 Syrin alao) And which csma t2 he tha ranl povernment of the
eountry, Thus politienl unity ecnincided with coonomie urnity, mi
Labanon wes to loome in affeet ite papryoto poreonality.(P) Thip mast

not b allowed to veeur,"(2)

6. Svaluetion:
Born under the French Wandete, the Fhalenges Libanaises has hnd

to develop in {te esrly 1ife under the direetion uvf Preneh policy, &
policy bmmed on the traditi onal conneetion between the Freneh govermment,
the Maronites and other Unimtes; and the habitual sssumption of most

Franeh politiciene that the Sunni Mosleme and Arab nationaliste who are

(1) Aetion, April 1, 1943,

(2) Refer 0 Aetion Wo. 82, for the prnicst of the FPhalanges Libananisee
sgninet the decision of Genernl Ontroux on Warch 18, 194% to apply
the poliey of the Mandate nnd what it entails to rootriot the
local authoritioes and to limit their metioms,

(3) Action, Fab, 8, 1944,
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the majority are hostile to Franes. This aseumptlon wae largely based
on ths 1920 apimode duaring which Frunee found it negopsnry to impose
harself on the Arab nationnl government in the interior, and the belisd
thet Arab nationnlism wae » British Inetrument, the mesns to the exten-
aion of Britien influence over Syris and Lebanon,

Thus ssparatist feelings woere fomtorsd, nnd the paople osme to
regerd the Maronites in Lobenon with cuspieion for having eided with
the Preneh und profited from their presenee, end for having been ueod
probebly without thuir consent, ne a w ataxt for continuous Pranoh in-
tearferance,

Tha foet thet the party strongholde were eitusted in the Lebansse
mountain distriet und its pradominantly Maronite majority served to
enuss greve puspicion of thie movement, snd to have 1t commonly des-
eribod ae pro-French in poliey. Unadle to procure the neeesssry inform-
ation to refaute or to confirm thie charga, I sahmll systematically ova-
luate thie movamant, basing my nrgument on the feete thet we have tresmted
oleowhare in thie trontise,

To what extant cun one say thit the Ihalsnges Libanoiges hue been
pro-French in poliey during ite 1ifetime, und to what omn we attribute
such n oonfirmed poliey®

One muet remembor that irtiela 1 of the "Statutm des Ihalangep

Libanaises", isrusd on July 1, 1938,rsads:

"Les Thalangee Libanuises sont une orgenisation ie jeuncame
patriotione,

Leur but est emsentiallement nationsl, ellee tachent de former une

Nantion Libannige, conseionte de sos dovoirs ot de: pesm druite, dene un

Btat independant ot souversin, aysg 1'slliange et | 'smitif ds la Pranceyl)

(1) This anderlined stntement heg boon blaeked put from subgeguent edi-
u: of the Statute, followirg the recognition of Lebanese inde~
pondeneos,
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Howsvor, a eareful annlysie of thie orgunization's history revesmls
tha faet that it haw naver boan contont with the falms sura of safoty
eraantad by the Mandnte, but thut it hns repentedly appanled to the
Maniatad authoritios to fulfill the nntional naspirntions mnd to geront
Labanon 1te indapandenca, At the seme time svar since ite initial etart
it hes sought to defend thes oxistenea of Tebenon,

To what oxtent hee the Phnlangee Tibanuisss hesn a Christinn move-
mant fostered both by tha Pranch snd the Jesuits? Pancote ae tp the ex-
tont of tho ooovparntion betwoen the Phalangoe and the Prench suthorities
ara noarly imposmaible %o got hold of, Yot {t is commouly believed that
daring the byu-slactions in 1944-45, tha Vronch compoells s their em=
ployess to vota for the Phaiunges cundidate, Ilyas Wabsbi, snd prid some
of the campalgn axponssa, Likewies it ie ofteon ropoated thet when the
Phnlangaes applisd for bthe Instnllation of & telephone apparatue nat
their hendouartere in Beirut, the French suthorities supplied them
with four telophone instruments instsnd of the one originally sakati for,
Similar favourabls treatmsnt ie reported to heve buen piven the "Aetion”,
the party newspapsr, during the esvare paper rationing, and that ite
exdess paper sapply was openly eold in the black market,

On the othor hand ons wust not forget -

a) The faet that this orgenization wne twiee dieedlved under the
Mandnted authoritios;

b) that numerocue Party dselarntions publicly denvuneing the ¥andstory
anthorities nnd their poliey, were openly cireculeted;

o) and ths poritivs existencs of nn entente with the Najjadnh, the
Moulem Pan-Arab movement, on almost sll the mpjor politionl ieruwees,
and that they conducted in eommon both the mtrike againet the
Favitailloment in Beirut, snrd the national protest during the

November, 1943 orisise.




- 111 -

Thue despite the eloms relntionship botwaen the Phalangee 1.1 ban~
ais2s and the Prench muthoritios, this Ao not mean thet thie or ganis-
ation wre a tool In the hands of the ¥andatory, the mesne through which
this authority arrived at ite ende, Howsver, owing to the feet that
moet of the Phalangistes received their eduention at the hande of the
Praneh Jemuite and ip Prenech peh:ole, it ie not earprining to find them
s38ing aye to eye with the Prench on many subjeets, T1¢ they show a
elome resemblance to the French thinking and tha Franah way of potting
thinge dona, this im Aue to their French e unentionnl training and wae
probabdly wors 20 nt the bogpinning of theiy enreer, than after 1045,

On the other hsand, ons ennnot deny thet the interest of both
partice oolneidsd on the ms Jor iseuer, That both beliaved in the neces-
Aity for the gaparnte axistoncs of Lebrnon, a eloeef geoprephienl

antity oxolufing the 1d8m of un 1rab Foderntion, o Oraster Oyrisn, ete...

The FProneh because they wighee to retein o hold over Tieabanor, to pro-
teot thelr vemted Intereste, npd to fulfill thalir tred tionnl misaion,
The Phalangsae Libanniess, bocauss ne the purs Tebnneme national party
- And the spokesman of the Christinn viow na opposed to the Sunni ¥orlom
viow, ate., 1t folt more etrongly tho need for complete autonomy in
defeneo aguinet sabmission to the control of = granter Arebh unity, other
partas of whioh would de less ndvanesi thon {teelf,

One waet not forget thut even though the Phalengse TLibaneises
ofton repeated thet they ware not the men of n prrty, and that hence
they ware naither interestei in partiee nor in party politice, they
offieinlly ontored the politicnl arena in Mareh 1945 during the bye
sleotions, and nominnte2d ne their candidate, Tiyas Pabebi, in opposi-
tion to Philip Tackln, and mtrove to got the peat previously oeeupied
by 8alim Tackla. Tlyae Rubabi loet ir the bye eleotions when the
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majority of the non-Christian elegtsre voted agrinet hie,

Tt maet be stressad hare that svap though the Phalanges Tibanainse
van 2atnbliehad nne yaouy bafora the N¥njljiadsh, and thut henee 1t cnnnot
ba rightly eallsd the Chrietisan apewer to the Sunni Moslem viswpoint,
it has reeaived etrong buoking re im avident in ite inerensing momher-
ship, and it hae had to alter ite poliey to ment the exigenciem of
the timas -~ thue z2nining n now fmpatne 2pd sseme to be fulfilling -
major pert in clarifying one of th2 mnin politienl nttitudes provailing
in tha ecomntry of %etbunon,.(1) Chie attituds 't han inherited from our
not too distynt pnet whan our mountnin rengs wae the rafups 59f all the
parasecutad minorition of thie pnrt of the world, and during which s
strong individualiet trndition wap forterel,

It would be interasting t) cite in coneluefon erome of tha moeinl
raforme earried out by the Uhalrnges Tibannisae:.

a) The ipstitution of n divpanenry

B) Night schoule

¢) A Draft Tabor Code (partially ndopted by the Ooveramont in 1946)

i) Tmmigrant relntione

) The ues of 1'Aation in construetive oriticiem 0f tha povornment'e

poliey, ate..

C. THE PARTY OF NATIONAL APPIAL
1. Piga of:

This party was officlially born on aApril 15, 1944, when "mmille

Chemoun, the ¥inlater of the Interior, 1srusi licenes o, 681, grenting

{1) wefer to the Conclumion for a greoater analysie of the mujor politiesl
attitudes on lLebmnnon, and the part that asch of the partiee has
played in developing such nttitudes,
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it offieinl recognition in confirmation with Deerse No, 6, Sept, E5,
1943, and the 6th artiele of the law of associstions,

2, Party Prineiplep and Aims:

The Party of National Appeal seeke to safeguerd the nationml sove-
reignty and independenee of Lebunon, am well ap to explan® the arab
movement and to promote ite diffusion inmide the Lebsnese frontisre in
the hope that i1t will form the basie of Lebansme national poliey,.(1)

Articles 4 and b coneorn themsslveg with the epresd of politienl,
adminietrative, socinl and occonomic, ne woll ns eduentional reforms in
eonjunetion with articles £ and 3,

As a people's party, this nesceintion is conenltant se to creed
and organisation, At the same timo it is coopermtive in the sense that
it demands the cooperation of all {te membere ander all circumetances
in & fruitful brotherhood.

The party oreed pointes out the foct that under a sociel-politiesl
regime aimilar to the one in opsration at present in Lebanon, nv govern-
mental regime is capable or ready to neswume altimate repponsibility and
authority backed by s unified publiec opinion and reesiving the full
support of the majority of the = ople,

For yeare the Lebanese people have lived under the rule of a chang-

ing unatable muthority, lackirg respeet and inepiring no eonfidence,
At the same time the peopls have hud no measure of eelf defonce, uneco-
operative and individualietic they have failed to promote gapable na-
tional leadership, a eafeguard to their liberty., Hence government and
eivil servante have been regarded with suepieion, and authority hae

loet ite prestigo.

(1) The Party of Natlonal Appesal - Basie Principles - ap. 15, 1944,
Ars. 1-8.
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Under the proteetion of foreipn powsre, it is understandable that

Lebanon never found this orgunizsi netional lesdership, but that om

the contrary the matural divieions were augmentsd, and factione brought
to eollide one with another., But now that Lebenon has won its independ-
ence, 1t has baen foresd to rely on m conseious apd orgenized publie
opinion in ite progresnive and roformetory programe, for neither the
people, nor parlimmentary organizations, nor the govermment, esn reform
theme2lives nlone snd progress without o corresponding development in

the other bodies,

Thue only politlenl parties whieh esrve to oiuente the people snd

to promotes n eoneciously organized public opinion through paerlismentary
channale and into government programe and netivity, can esordinste in
their programe the raform of nll thrae bodies,

The Party of Nationsl Appenl, orgenized under full lebsnege inde-
pondence is better mndapted in ite progre and organizetion to present
national clreamstrness, than othor ecelitione and groupinge which
organized at an sarliser deate hove hod to comply diplomatienlly with
the poliey of the mandated muthoritive, 2As o movement this prrty works
at home and abroad for Lebsmnor =«nd for the Areb enuse, Tt im not o
military faseist organization, but leeves youth devslopment in sn inde-
pendent country to the sehbools, elube, ote.. and later on in 1life to
the nationnl army, which it deems vepentinl, be it bamei on s volantary
basis or om compuleary military tre ining.

This national army it regurde up an opeential inetitation having
enffieient power to eafeguard Lebsnnese sovereignty from the need or
the sxoune for the interfor:me of foreign armics, from threate of attack,

It would nleo not ss a schopl for neotional einestion, n treining center
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for nutionaliem, (1)

The Party of ¥National Appesl is not only n party of prineiple and
faith, of diseipline and authority, but a combination of the two, &
means to an end., 1In ite ereed it rogogniszes thes necessity for the
existonce of s peparnts Lebansee sntity, unified and independent, nntion-
ally sovareign within {te preeent buuqdnrloa whieh have bosn officislly
agreed upon in 1942, 4t the psme time it recognizes the faet that
Lebanon i8 an Arab country in ite cherncteristics, ideals and dustiny,
and that thsro must ba no eonflict batwoen thoese two aspects,

Tha Aradb movement in lteelf Je & living roemlity, explnined and
viowad by the Arsbe in Aif{arent waye in necordance with thelr res-
peative ages, oanviromments, nnd idsnieg - henee there im littls ngree-
mont as to the bast means of ntitnining ite und or of enforeling ite
fdenn., The party craed halisvee thrt the time hae coms for the ‘rabe
to define the terms and {dsnls of the irnb movement :nd the best means
for their ashisvemant,

The Labanepe nation wag gorved feithfully by the frabie lsnpuage,
tho maane by which ite idens and oxietance were expreseds. It is the
duty of the party to popularis= ite knowledge, simplify it, and promote
Arabie publicutiona, #te.,

At the same time, the party regrrde Lebanepe independence as defi-
oient in theory amd prauctice, it ie there daficicneies whioh hawe tp be
remedied, The Lobaness eleetorsl lsw and parlismentsry orgenization
which were ingtituted by suthoritice working agninet the antionsl wel~

fare, have porsisted in time =nd prove ant the preeent to be incompatible

(1) Por further knowleige on thie esubjeet eonmult "Al-Diar", Wo, 742,
Nov, 1945, n® woll ag Kathim 50lh: "The Party of National Appeal:
Ita Principlee, Aime and Plans” Jan, 1, 1945,
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with the svolutionary progress of our nation, Theee dsficlencies mnd
frulte are evidant in the form of minieterial responsibility to the
Pregidant of the Republic and the Chambar of Deputisme, in the religious
rapresantation in enbinet ae wall ne in the Chamber and in the munici-
pal and national ®legtornl laws,

AR a party this organisation defonde sl1 the 1liberties, snd worke
for the establishment of sduention, cnltare, freeiom in the chofees of
work, fraeiom of opinion 9ven though it beoomes eritienl of the national
daficisneias. That it is not fair to sallow a struggle betw~en Loabanege
agonomic olapeas to telw plnee pimiler £9 the one whieh arose in the
Waet ne n rogult of lalgeez-faire and the extreme exereine of man'se
accumulative nature, That these faulte of the preesent svecinl economie
order enn be ameliorated by the atruggle aguinst poverty, ignoranes,
digensns, axploitmtion and unemployment,

Thus social legislation for the old, the maimed, the 111, the
ohildren and the unsmployed; the protection of the rights of labor and
the limitation of the righte of eupitnl; the increased equality in the
distribation of wealth and of nationml produwetion; nn enlightened
tariff policy, cumtom duties, taxation on income and inharitanes; the
snoouragement of national exploitation of our resources and key in-
dustrise - are all conducive to this amelioration.(1)

Throaghout there is the evident deeire to establish woman'e
squAlity of status with man in secoriance with the party creed, That
the limite of n woman's righte and dutise must he her persomal embi-
H'un and capsai ty ragurdlese of her gex - but that the room for devel-
oping hey matural capacities and in which whe bdept performs her dutiss

}

(1) The information appearing on the procediing pge. is derived from an
analysis of the "Sasic Qode" of the Party of Nati onal Lgpul. as
woll as from "An Ep'i'o'a! t0 the Publie™ by EKathim Solh the ex-
propident of the party, which wae printed in Al-Diar, K Wo, 742,
Jan, 17, 19486,
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i in bringing up a family in nccoriance with love, virtue, knowleige
and patriotism,

Sines the iseuing of thie first commaniqud and of the original
baeie prineiples, the party hes nt intervals sent out pamphlete snd
other eommunicat ione explaining ite attituie to the Palestine problem,
the military svacuation of Tebanon, the ¥ranco-Lebanese negotimtions, (1)
the Arab Teague, the elegtiona of May, 1947, ate.. Tn 2ll this litera-
tare there is nop fundamontal chenge of opinion, nor any worthy contri-
bution to our narrative,

in the Reaport issusd by the Party of Hatlonal Appanl on ite seeond
yoarly conferenes, October 21, 1947, certain general resolut lone vwere
pags2i on draft deeress of:

(a) A fundamental comstitutional ordoer for Lebanon -

1) Lebanon as a demoeratie republiec im an Arad nation, independent

and oompletely sovareign, an indivieible anity,.

2) The limitation of sxeeutive responsibility to the President of
the Republic, and the definition of the executive's relation with
the legislative and judicinl authorities.

3) The adbolition of seetarian representation from the consetitution,
lawve ard institutions,

(b) A draft electoral law -

1) That nlections should be oconducted on the bamie of clearly defined

oonstituencies, and thnt to e2ach constitnency there should bea

pingle deputy.

(1) On May 51, 1946, a party declarntion to the Lebanese government asked
for the rejeotion of any partial eslution of the Franco-Tebanese
queetion, or of any postponement of negotiations, and the t peaceful
nptutimo fail, Aiplomatic relations with France should be severed
and the ouestion ralesd to the Arad Teagus, In conclusion the patty
pledged its support of the govermment in euch policies and was wil-

1 to heve ite members volunteser for the natiomal army in case of
need,



(e)

(1)

2)

3)
4)
6)
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That the official statietice ne to the number of persons resid-
ing in that eonstituency should be the guiding prineiple to
detarmine the eige of ssch constituenay.

Ths abolition of religivus representation from the electw sl law,
Judieial eupsrvision of »lactione.

The reoognition of worman'e political status in the game enpaci ty

As man's,

A draft 2eonomie program -

1)
2)
&)
4)

5)
6)

7)

The inereags of national production

The exploitution of anll unused naturanl rssources in the country.
Hational control of the issuing b¥ank.

The eolleetion of sufficisnt cupital for the development of
powar plante in the Tabanon and the plan for greater indusirial
production.

The amondmant of the taxation system, mrd the tariff poliey.

The ineraengs of exportation, imsuring nt the eame time s balancs
of international trade,

To insure asoceial juetics,

A draft sdueational progrem -

1)

2)

3)

4)

A free public sdudation syetem, with obligatory slementary
schooling,

To make the study of arabie obligatory, snd tu leave the etudy
of mny one foreign language a matter of choice to the stulent,
Sduontion in an atmosphere of srabiec oulture, the study of the
basic arabic problems end nationalism in the light of historieal
facts and of humen civilization,

The nesd for more roesponeible and empable temechere, nnd to

insure for the temchers higher etandarde of living through better
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wagaes,.(1)

8. Organigation:
Thie party ie parliamentsry in struecturs, a limite. demooratio

movement im whioh responsible suthorities are cheakei and ¢ounter
cheaked, in whieh eleetions are openly held, andi members supervised
daring their tenure of office; »nd in whioh regponeibility is atrietly
alloeate i,

Ao & party it ie compomed of a president, party representatives
and regular wembers., The reguler wambers aged 19 and ahove, meeting in
an open agsembly sleet the preeident Ly meane of a majority vots, The
repreasentatives are staunch party sapporters appointed by the prasident
in eapaelity of ndvisore and conneelore, and make up the rresidant'e
"private oabinet”. TIf two-thirde the membors of this committee AgTAS

on any point at issue, they csun veto the president's resolutions,(2)

4. Pol‘lox:

dver sine® ite initial start, thie movement hene opposas smectarianiem
and regional partieularism., It nevsr worked for religious factione,
nor 414 it recognime the politienl rights of religiour inetitutions, It
poritivaly attacked the aathority of clanss and tribal organizations on
the nation andi the national mentality, This general poliey is eanily
deduoible from the many party publications, and the probleme that theme
deal with,

Comparatively in its infancy, it has pought to enlighten tho

genarsl publie opinion om the major politieel svents of our times - e,g,,

(1) :nr theogﬂ inal anh;o t:‘xt :lf thu-‘lrnalntinat :Gﬂ!nlt the
sores %a pf Nati onul Appeal on ite megond yearly eomfer-
enca, issuel in obsY |

(2) The Party of Nutional Appnl: Itu Basiec Code, April 15, 1944
Seotion 3, artieles 10-18,




the evacuation of foreign troope from Syria and Lebanon, international
agresments and conferenees, the problems eonfronting the Arab Leagus,
The ralestine Problem, ete., Strepsing ite nationalist tendencies,
and its belisf in Lebaneee autonomy, it attacked the recent 1947 eleo~
tions, and demandei the dlseslution of the Chamber,

8till in ite infuney, it im in procese of revising mnd ocompleting

its breie code and prineiples.

5. sveluation:
The totsl membareghip of this movemant is estimated at pver 2,000
sapporters. These are reprecentative of nearly all the Tebmnese gap-
graphical regione snd religione cres e, Together they work for the
propagation snd the renligation of the rarty ideals and rrinciples,

The points of etrength of thig party are firet, thetit arowss at
a8 time when Lebrnon was virtuslly indepeandent, and thet it hae gince
sought to strees Lebanems mutonomy and to formalete a positive Program,
dsmanding oven reform, and relying on exparts for this task, Seecnily,
this party ie unioue in having ite membors reprepented st naarly svery
Lebuness Tegntion abrond.(1)

Asife from having a controlliing interest in asix Tebanace newg-
papers, it manngee the Aradb Cultaral Olub in Boirut, and supporte the
"Natiomal Youth",

T 4o not think that ite mipeion is sany t0 mocomplieh, for it
entails a general pubdlie "eduention”, and an overwhelming reorganisation,

Howsver, onee thie mission is aceomplishad, order and a responeible

(1) Lebanon's ambamsador to Iraq, ¥r, Eathim el-Solh, wae the first
president of the party, TLikewise, the party of National Appeml
was the only gnrty invited to send its representatives with the
propident of the Lebanees Fepublie apon an offieial vieit to
Iraq in 1947,
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authority would rule aupreme.

If to every party a Philosophy, a culture, a definite met of
Prineiples are necessary to form a nucleus around which a strong move-
mont is to be built, this party etands supreme {n having evolved a
parely nationaliet ereed, whieh has seen np virtual change of psliey

for the last four years,



IV.COECLUGSION
An Analysie of the politienl forcee whieh have shapsi the trend
of public opinion and thus the demtiny of the ¥iddle sast mnd particul-

arly of Lebanon, reveals the potent etrength of nationalism. This

growth of nationmlism has parsileled thy deeline of religion ae &
politienl fores, amd the recognition thet ehoice of religion ie
mattor for the individual consciencs,

Along 1ite fevelopment Arab Netioneliem hns Leon stimuleted by
opproeition to the imperimlism of Turkey and Ilnter to the imperiel ism
of the Grant Fowsre of surope,  .ven in Syria netionalist vppoeition
eannot ba truthfully culled enti-¥rench only.(1l) At the present antage
of 1te development it has mchiovei wolidarity $o opposs Eioniem,

Thie relutlonship of imperialiem to nutionsliem may be one of
oppositicn, of pupplemantation or of sublimetion., Tf we consider the
l1*ading United Nutione in the third stage, {.o,, thet when the continusl
etruggle for eomplete sutonumy is self-defenting, the nations nchieve
a maturity in whieh the ineviteble lack of welf-sufficiency is remedied
not by conequest but by covperation; it beoumes svident th: t the ixis
Powere were in the second atagr, =nd that the Middle seit is atfll in
the firet stage of development,

In our country, "the Lobaneses movement has been e timulated by the
traatlog of an indepsndent Lebunese Hapublie by the FPreneh, ani by the
dominant sloment ineide the Republic of s feeling of diff+rence from
or sven homtility to the Arad inhabitante of the hinterlend., Yot

(1) Aeide from the deelining Impsrimlism of Tarkey, the Middle Laet hae
had to cope with the still rieing imperialiem of Pritain, Prance
and Ruecia - but no longer of Germany and Italy.
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Lebanon eannot sconomieally and spiritually be gut off from the in~
terior."(1)

Thue we hava geen that during the early yasrs of the Mandate pol=-
{tierl movements and orgenizations in the Lebanon, attempted to pui
aside tha questlon of thelr anutonomy, mnd to com sntrats with the
Syrians on achieving their political independenees, in an sndeavour to
errive at noguality with the Weptarn astates,

Thin trend tovarie politien] indopendenca, went side by side with
the desirs for unity fostered by Arabd Eationmliem, and which is out=-
wardly oxyrasead todsy by the existones of the Arsb Laague, Togother,
both tronde scoentusted the nwed for economic and goecisl induetrial{sa-
tion and woeternigation, #o that ve have found the turly 1980°s ushering
in a naw erop of parties bured on dsfinite Avcirines and moderats, lomge
term socinl ond neonomie reforme.

Ae politienlly coneeive’, thera sra five main viswg of Lebenong:

"1l) There ara some who regerd Lebrnon g8 an integrel part of Aradb
isin, with no epeantisl socinl or politienl 4ifference from other parte
and no epseial migrion or purpcss, Thoy vant lebunor to ba vholly
nbrorbed into m Syrisn or an trab State, with no autonomy tut specinml
provieione for the perconnl etatus nnd religioue eduesti on of the mi-
norities, sueh as exist in the other Arab regions,

2) Othars admit that Lebanon'e 1m8t hintory hae given it & charac-
ter of 1te owvn and creatsl n gap betwssn 1t and the okhor Arab regions,
But they dsny thut the diptinctive ehmractsr of Lebunon econfere upon
1t speecinl Autles or a misuion; they rapard the rpociul charseteristics
8 no mors than historieal rvelier which will dleappesr sooner or later,

They are willing to grant » eertain degree of Labaneew aatonomy or even
'

(1) Houwmni, 4i, “NMinorities in the arabd Worlad", p. 57,
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eomplets independsnes, but orly ae s temporary expeiient, with the
cbjeet of allaying the feare of the minorities, and greadunlly persumd-
ing them to aceept complete union with a Syrian or Arab state,

%) Othere agoin regard Lebanon as primarily a vlace of yefugs
where peressouted minorities can live in pesces, They want therefore tp
be wholly esparate from the hinteriend, und 20 not csre what fore of
governmant sxiste 80 long me it ier strong snough to proteet them,

4) Another iden i@ of Lebunon ne & Msditerranssn Christisn eountry:
not the Western edge of the Arabic Moslom world, but the Hmetsrn aige
of Western Christendom, It is in no sseential senge = rert of the
Arab World, but ite peopls conetitute m paparmte netl on. Tt should
therefore bs mn independent state with ite fnee turned towerds Burope,

B) There ars othere who try to sxtreet and combine the elsments
of truth in all these views, Theay sdnit thot Lebanon ie sn Arabd country
by eharacter and by destiny; but they belisve that {ts spacinl tradi-
tione confer upon it & epseial dustiny in the Arab world; ms a center
of Armb Ohrietinn 1ifs, as n gatewny to the West mnd ss a pluce where
adherente of A1fferent religione cnn ment on absolutely squal terme,"(1)

The first view is generally held by Sunni Woplems; the mecond, by
Moslem Arab nationmliete und the Qhristinns beliaving in lay nntiona=
lism; the third, by all the minorities, and specially tha olfer genera~
tionas; the fourth, by the Maronites; and the last, by the Christinns
who want to remain fully Christian, yet ars Arab nationaliate.

As expreseed in the different politiosl programs, there visws
sntail, !_1_:3_3,'&&1- queation of the frontierg of Lebanon - that thome

who have wighel to preserve Lebenon as a meparate entity, wish at the

1) Hourani, A,, p. 78,
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same time to premerve the 1920 frontiers; seoondly, these eume people
wish t0 mee independent Lebanon under the proteection of a Wentorn
Power, probably Grest Britain or the U,3.4,, not Frenee; thirdly, some
of those who reeugnize the indepsnience of Lebanon wish to sse it npsod
clating more closely with Syria and the other Arab eountries on an
equal footing, me a provinee of m Syrian vr an Arsb state; fourthly,
thare are those who wish to ses lLebunonymember state in efither = Syrian
or an Arab federation, a mors biniing ani a stronger anity than the

one achisved by the Arab League.

Our seeond ma)lar conelusiovn, ia that all #lung we have ntroseed
the faet that Lebrnese politicnl peartiee in respect to laek of orpgan-
ization, vagneness of progrems, wiliingnees to compromie® anid the in-
8iseipline of their members, 4iffer from politieel groupe elgswhars,
That most of theee groupings ars only of loesl importares, having a high
birthrate 2nd » high death rate s well, Thas they car be bept Jdep-
erib;ﬂ af mapser of men without many Important lemdere,

Thie laok of able leaderehiv esn bhe explained in part age owing to
the sxseution of the oremm in 1916 by .Jemal Pasha under ths Nttoman
rule; the atarvation and the eneuing migration of the Tabanese popule=-
tion;(1) end the luek of n strong govermmentsl opposition to train the

masses In govermmental proeedure snid to furnish ompable lendarship,

(1) The following table which is based on of Pieinl 1948 statirtice, and
appearsi in "Beirut”, June 28, 1947, visualizes ths heavy toll saf-
fered through migrstion:-

gect §o, of Inhabitants o, of umigrante Total

Naronites 318,201 91,876 409,477
Sunnis 285, 594 4,918 £30,507
Shile 200,698 9,867 210,066
Orthodox 106,660 38,666 140,318
Druze 71,711 4,863 76,674
Catholiee 61,966 15,272 76,288
Arm, Orth. 53,007 66 68,073
Minorities 41,696 2,169 43,7658

Total 1084,421 189,571 1,248,998
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Tf wo mccept ¥Valter Bagehot's thesip, that the ocomparative sucobee~-
fulnere of Sngland as s nation, wap owing in large part to their etu-
pidity, we would find thet Lubenon neede gnod lemders, yes: but the
7ood lendore would not have good followers, 1f the majority of thase
followers had datermined to think overything out for themselvee, if
the Tabanese rotnin their strong individnalietie tondoncies,

Likewise, wa heve rapnatedly stressed the maltiplioity of parties
in our provioue analyeain, ‘hie has haopn dna {n large axtent, to -

1) tha megtarian ore4d of our apa, That the ¥1ddle #Smat has bsen the
eradle of threo world religione, and that hance it im only natural
that thes difforonees in formulating “"myrtems"” for thoeo religions
would ambody themsolvae in orgenizsi seete, and honee into organized
parties rapresenting tho politienl interests of these reota.

2) That doth the pgoographienl strueture of Labanon and the poor oommun-
ioations have tendei to presorve loosliem und particulariem nand to
foptar paparntiat fealince, whieh oambodied themenlves in rivel aseo-
eintione lending to A laek of eoeinl and politien]l unity smd cohesion,

3) that with foudnlism there has survived loenl regpeet of eminant ei-
tizons, "lords”, in the different rogions, a feeling of subsarvionce
to the interepte nrd the "will"” of loeml noteblee, and of supvorting
them in their politienl wventures,

4) That pubdliec opinion ig lurgely ehaped by the heads of powerfu)l fami-
1liea in an ondeavour to proteet their own intereste, thue family and
elan politioe survive and breei fanetione holding diverpe opinionm,ete..

The affeets produced by the existence of a munltiplicity of parties
are primarily;: the instability of government, the insufficieney of
public-apiritod lomdership, the fact theat every govermment is & goverm-

mont of compromise, ete,, Thie hae nll tended to necontunte the
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individumrlist tendeneies of the T.ebaness ana to make them suonpicioas
of the many rising parties, which they found ocut were mostly centernd
Around personal interests, and which were reamdy to 2:ploit their own
eountry and to eerve foreign martore, Thae seetarian divisions alone
have fostered mt lenst six prominant yonth orgenications, enech holding
a different view, ani which conetantly interfare {n the funetioning of
local and national politles, GSimilar msmseintionm vars promoted for
pereonal gain, tonding to sgitate for preecifie purposes, and oompro-
mising with their ideals at ecvery stap, Thus we have saen theat mopt
Party programs worg {nsineers and thet porty rivelry was davold of
prirneiplea,

dariier in this troatimse, we mtrossed the mathods throngh which
the fdea of politiesl ams seiations, of demoe recy, responsibla govern-
mont, thae party systum of governmont, freedom of oxproeeion, ete,., and
other Wostorn politierl concepts infiltrated intn the Saet., Thess
brought with them & now problem, which assumed in Syrian &and Tabanon a
change in the whole appeot of 1ifa: tho deony of the 014, and the chale-
lenge of the new, It im o chengs from a etatic community rulei by cue-
tom t0 a dynamic eocioty govermed by positive lawe, Aand a conception
of the national welfare,

Whatever instability of poliay we have traceod; whatever lseck of
solidarity and unity we heve mtressed; whatever apathy snd dogenaration
w3 have come up ageinet - all prove that it takes time to lsarn the
art of oonetructing and manuging a modarn government, ani to respond
sucosssfully to the Western politienl challenge,

The achisvement of Franco wae tc bring into Syria and Lebanon the
serential conditions, which mads poseibls the transition from a mad ieval

%0 & modorn soeioty. No one oan deny that law and order were somewhat



firmly establisho? under Prenoh proteotion,

Today, Lubanon is passing through m transitory stage. Tn order
to miet succossfully the challunge of westernization it neks for
aquality in the eowmunity of pations, pra-requinite of this equality

i the succeseful opoeration of pelf-govarnment., Thie entails tho right

of menveiation and of the well functioning of the party-aystom, in order
to msdiate betwaen tho electornts and the Togimlutive, ne woall am bet-
waen the executivo and the Lagislativs,

39 far, our nntional volician, #nd the econtrol of thair ran)ima-
tion, are in tha Hende of temporary parlismentary groupings and amsso-
eintions, which are formsd around a nuclens of evente, and wvhioh laek
a dsfinite “party line", or platform.

our governmental machinery do2e not provide the sdecuate naeane of
axprageing and reslizing the gonersl will, ae they stand toiday, none
of cur national partles embody popular sovereignty by participating in
the government, or by the ebaping of the nationsl policy samd the cone
trol of ite realigzation,

Tt ie in thie sspeet that the lLebanare politieal syetem is inmde-
quate, and all politicul reform must start by realieticnlly sand prac-

tienlly meoting thie chullenge,
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