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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Safaa Ismail Ibrahim  for Master of Arts
Major: Arabic Language and Literature

Title: The Female Images in The Prophetic and The Sufi Ascension

This thesis explores the female images in the stories of Islamic Ascension, both
the prophetic and the Sufi, questioning their roots, dimensions and aims. The different
female images in the prophetic ascension develop their own details in parallel to the
development of the story versions from simple Hadith in Sirat ibn Ishaq (703 -768)and
Sirat ibn Hisham (833) to a complex story in Kitab al-Mi‘raj by Al-Qushairi (986 -
1074) and in the Andalusian Mansucript of the Prophetic Ascension. The female images
then appear in different forms in the stories of Sufi Ascension of Al-Bustami (804-874)
and Ibn ‘Arabi (1164-1242).

These female images are referred to female archetypes founded by C.G. Jung
(1875 — 1961) and pointed out by Mircea Eliade (1986 — 1921). These archetypes
emphasize the development of the story of prophetic ascension from a religious story to
a folk tale which has roots in old myths and in the collective subconscious of the people.

This thesis also studies the position of women in this kind of religious-folk
tales by means of two approaches: First, by comparison of the female images in the
stories of ascension from Earth to Heaven to those in the story of the fall from Heaven
to Earth. And second, by a gender study of these female images in the stories of Islamic
Ascension.

The study of the female images in both the prophetic and the Sufi ascension
shall highlight the changes that arose upon the transformation of the ascension story
from a body ascension in the case of the prophet to a spiritual one in the case of Al-
Bustami and Ibn ‘Arabi. These changes in the female images demonstrate the role Sufis
played in altering the stereotypical image of women in Islam.
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