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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Samia Khalil Al-Tall for  Master of Arts
Major: Arabic Language and literature

Title: Intellect Between Stagnation and Concealment: A Study In ‘Ugala’ Al-Majanin Of
Al-Naysabiri And Akhbar Al-Hamqa Wa-L-Mughaffalin Of Ibn Al-Jawz,

This thesis studies madness and foolishness as manifested in ‘Ugala’ al-majanin
of al-Naysabiirz (d.406/1016) and Akhbar al-hamqa wa-l-mughaffalin of Ibn al-Jawzi
(d.597/1201). The thesis anlyses the texts concerning of the cases of fools and madmen in
their historical, social and economic frameworks. At first glance, the anecdotes of madmen
and fools seem to be written for the purpose of entertainment. A second and deeper reading
of these stories, however, shows that these anecdotes were an outlet for religious, political,
social and linguistic criticism, in addition to entertainment. This criticism lost its severity
considering that the words and actions of these fools were rarely taken seriously.

The thesis is divided into five chapters. The first is an introduction in which we
present the thesis’s question, methodology, and significance. The second chapter tackles
characteristics of madmen in ‘Ugala’ al-majanin of al-Naysabiir1. The third chapter
presents the characteristics of fools encountered in Akhbar al-hamqa wa-I-mughaffalin of
Ibn al-Jawzi. The fourth chapter focuses on women; it identifies the characteristics of
foolish women and madwomen and points out similarities and differences. Finally, the fifth
chapter presents the results of the study.
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