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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Racha Ahmad Dabbagh for Master of Arts

Major: Arabic Language and literature

Title: Phenomena Indicative of hikma in al-khasa’is: A study of Ibn Jinni’s

technical terms, Concepts and Methods of linguistics Analysis

The concept of sikma (wisdom) is prevalent in the Arabic Grammar Tradition. In
fact, the first text related to this concept is attributed to al-Khalil bin Ahmad (d. 175/791)
and refers to a similie of a house that has several features, each of which indicate the
wisdom behind its architecture. Similarly, the grammarians were interested in
demonstrating the elements that prove the wisdom of the wadi', i.e., the supposed

originator of the language.

Nowhere in the tradition is the concept of sikma more apparent than in Kitab al-
Khasa'is by Ibn Jinni (d. 392/1002), who strives in almost every chapter to demonstrate
how the intricate features of Arabic and its idiosyncrasies reflect the wisdom behind its
usage. This is apparent on his vivid discussion of the phonological, morphological,

syntactic and semantic issues.

This study is divided into three chapters, all of which pertain to kikma in the
linguistic tradition. The first chapter traces the elements of zikma from the second/eighth
century until the fourth/tenth century in the works of both grammarians and
lexicographers. The second chapter deals with Ibn Jinn1’s approach to matters related to

hikma in the various aspects of grammar in its broadest sense. Finally, chapter three



focuses on selected texts from al-Khasa 'is, and interprets them in a manner that reveals

the underlying sikma which Ibn Jinni tries to highlight.
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