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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Iman A. Abou Harb for Master of Arts

Major: Arabic Language and Literature

Title: Semantic Fields in the Arabic Lexicographical Tradition: A

Comparitive Study of Lexical Organization in Arabic Lexica

This thesis deals with the lexical organization of the Arabic lexica by utilizing
semantic fields. Thus, the derivatives of a single root may have multiple meanings and
are organized in semantic fields within the same roots. The primary objective of this study
is to expose the semantic correlation within the root and how Arab lexicographers
approached them; in particular, Ibn Faris in Maqayis al-luga, Ibn Sida in al-Muhkam wa-l-

muhit al-a’zam and Ibn Manzur in Lisan al-‘Arab.

The research compares the approach of Magayis al-luga, Tahdib al-luga, al-Sahah
or Tag al-luga wa-sahah al-‘Arabiyya, and al-Muhit fi l-luga with the method followed in al-
Muhkam, based on the semantic organization of the lexical material. Based on this, the
reliance of Ibn Mangur on al-Muhkam in dividing the roots of al-Lisan according to

semantic fields becomes clear. Furthermore, the usul of Ibn Faris will be compared at

length with Ibn Sida’s approach to semantic fields.

The study is divided into three chapters. The first chapter is entitled: “The

Lexical Organization in Arabic Lexica”. It examines the organization of the dictionaries

@



and their division into three schools of thought and discusses a number of related studies.
The second chapter is a comparative study divided into two topics, the first of which
focuses on roots, with multiple meanings, whereas the second deals with roots that have
considerably fewer meanings. Lastly, the third chapter is a comparative study of the lexica

with al-Lisan. Two roots, namely ‘amada and ‘adara, are extensively analyzed in order to

demonstrate Ibn Mangur’s effort in the internal organization of his lemmata.
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