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Abstract

Asslo woo Fasslo is a publication issued three times a year. It aims to educate the Lebanese
and others about the etymology of their everyday words. Asslo woo Fasslo presents itself

as a database to be collected, issue after issue, becoming a reference to the continuously
changing language. This will allow Asslo woo Fasslo to create and build a larger database.
Content for Asslo woo Fasslo was collected from different people, from Syriac glossaries,
from language specialists and from websites. Asslo woo Fasslo addresses all types of people;
from those interested in the history and origin of the language, to those who are looking for
interesting stories.
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Personal Background

Languages are a world of their own. My interest in languages led me to learn many. After studying
about Semitic languages, and learning a little of Hebrew and Syriac, | found many similarities
between all Semitic languages when it comes to origins, sentence structure, vocabulary and so on.
Drawing links between these languages and going back to their history made me understand the
everyday words we naturally use without knowing where, how and why these words are used here
and now.



The Lebanese “Language”

Lebanon is an Arabic speaking country or more accurately, a modern Levantine Arabic dialect
speaking country. The ever-lasting debate between the Lebanese about their ancestors’

real origin translates also in the field of language. Specialists in Arabic and Near Eastern
languages who | interviewed, had different and sometimes opposing points of view regarding
the formation of the Lebanese language. Some believed that the Lebanese is a dialect of the
Arabic with a few modernized words, others perceive it more as a “melting pot”, containing
several “mother” languages. However, the numerous cultures that were present once on

our lands, tell us the real story; each one of them left its imprint and shaped the language

we use today. It all started with the invention of the letters by the Phoenicians engraved on
sarcophagus of king Ahiram in Byblos, and which was the oldest form of writing system in the
world. Soon after, adaptations of that system spread all over Mesopotamia and Assyria. The
Canaanite languages, such as Hebrew started to flourish in the Phoenician territories, that
gave way to the Aramaic language. In the first century AD an Aramaic dialect, which is the
Syriac, made its first appearance in Mesopotamia and spread all over the Middle East. For
many decades, our Lebanese ancestors spoke Syriac Aramaic before the arrival of Islam to
the Middle East which brought the Arabic language to the region. Lebanon was introduced to
Arabic and it was the spoken language up till the Mamluk rule. In 1516, Ottoman sultan Selim
took over Lebanon and Syria from the Mamluks and this of course brought in the Turkish
Language. In 1918, following the collapse of the Ottoman empire, Lebanon was colonized by
the French, who imposed the French language as the secondary official language in the whole
Lebanese territory.

The Lebanese language has come a long way. With today’s globalization, our language is
more fluid. Languages are no longer imposed on the Lebanese society. However, the living
language keeps on borrowing and adding to its grammar and vocabulary. The impact of the
past cultures, languages and empires molded our everyday words, which we use without
knowing its history. Syriac, Arabic, Turkish and French words are present in our daily
conversations holding many interesting stories, that could perhaps solve our controversy
regarding our origin.

“Lebanese” is not just a dialect derived from Arabic, it became a language of its own.

Today, many institutions including AUB, offer courses that teach the Lebanese language to
foreigners, as they find themselves unable to communicate in the Lebanese society with the
standard classical Arabic.



Asslo woo Fasslo - The Publication

Asslo woo Fasslo is a publication issued three times a year. It aims to educate the
Lebanese and others about the etymology of their everyday words. Asslo woo Fasslo
presents itself as a database to be collected, issue after issue, becoming a reference
to the continuously changing language. It is interactive and encourages its readers
to send words or even stories through the official website. This will allow Asslo woo
Fasslo to create and build a larger database.

Content for Asslo woo Fasslo was collected from different people, from Syriac
glossaries, from language specialists and from websites.

The publication is divided into:

-man Jldo: featured article in each issue: an interview with a language specialist.
-=lal&ll Juol: this section focuses on the origins of the words, informing the reader of the
languages that many of his/her everyday words are borrowed from.

-dnd dald JAI: this section narrates the stories behind the use of particular Lebanese
words.

-2Laws: this section narrates the story behind the use of curse words in Lebanon.
-l8ya50: this tells the story behind the naming of Lebanese families, Lebanese streets/
regions and finally Lebanese dishes.

-Cdald Ja <a] a9 oot this section includes games that entertain people while learning
the etymology of their words, a featured story behind a famous Lebanese saying and finally
a word prediction, where Asslo woo Fasslo would predicts the future of the use of a specific
word.

Asslo woo Fasslo addresses all types of people; from those interested in the history and origin
of the language, to those who are looking for interesting stories.



Design research - Lettering and llustration style

After gathering the content, | developed the design which is inviting with a twist of fun. |
stayed away from a serious ‘academic’ publication style, as this allows me to reach a wider
audience. My inspiration came from different Arab illustrators, such as Mohyeddin el Labbad
and Mazen Kerbaj. | also researched Lebanese magazines and newspapers from a certain
era at Aboudi Abou Jaoude. These old publications were very inspiring as they were filled with
different illustrations which became a signature of a recognizable Lebanese style of that time.

[llustration style:
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Illustrations in Asslo woo Fasslo publication
Some illustrations in Asslo woo Fasslo, which
were inspired by Arab illustrators. The style is
not realistic, but using greys and shades of blue
to create shadows and highlights.



Lettering style:
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Letterings in Asslo woo Fasslo publication
Lettering styles inspired by old Lebanese
magazine, which represented a signature

style recognized between the 1950s 1960s

and 1970s. 7




Asslo woo Fasslo: Issue one
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