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ABSTRACT 
 

 

Title: The Rural Nexus: Tools of Revival  

 

 

My thesis is an exploration of different strategies of intervention in the rural areas of 

Lebanon, specifically the rural mountains that have adopted a static presence. The current 

rate of expansion is leading to the exploitation of natural rural areas. The aim is to explore 

an alternate productive and autonomous character for the rural countryside and avoid the 

urban sprawl condition infiltrating the suburbs. The central approach is a scheme of 

empowerment and connectivity to expand the existing reach of the rural and rethink the 

way we settle and work in rural spaces to introduce multifunctional inserts that revitalize 

existing practices. This is focused on three essential components for empowerment: 

Education, Industry & Leisure. The project will explore how these can be inserted and 

overlapped through different typologies adopted from local practices to engage the 

community. 

The project aims to challenge depopulation in the mountains, an issue affecting the rural 

areas in Lebanon through active production and activities of diverse educational levels, 

while creating a new local economic model. This is achieved by inserting social 

productive spaces within the existing morphology and proposing synergistic systems. 

The architecture acts as productive artifacts in which it is shaped by its performative 

aspect and process.  

  



 

 

Special thanks to all my family, friends, best friend, and especially my mother who 

stood by me through it all. 

 



The Rural Nexus
Reversing a Depleting Urban-Rural Cycle
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INTRODUCTION

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.(2018) 

[THESIS ABSTRACT]

[THESIS QUESTION]

[OBJECTIVE]

INTRODUCTION

The rural is being consumed by the urban condition. Urabnized models of growths are being replicated and expanded into rural areas. In 
turn these rural areas have adapted a secondary role in service of the urban center, depleted and extracted to feed the urban communi-
ty. The rural has subsided as a character or entity on its own, thus decreasing the livelihood of the community in those regions.  In order 
to preserve and revive these regions this thesis seeks to explore alternative models and roles for these rural areas to be self-sustaining, 
productive, and autonomous. The thesis seeks to stabalize the rural condition and allow it to thrive by empowering its sense of community 
and belonging. The land is a central theme as a mitigator of identity and belonging.  As a result of the concentration of services in urban 
centers there has been a constant stream of migrations  pressuring and densifying cities beyond their capacities. This cycle has likewise 
caused the enlargement of the urban fabric outwards seeping into its peripheries and negatively impacting the rural. 

          What strategies can sustainably revive and preserve rural areas as productive,autonomous centers to create a rural nexus?

Exploration of rural place-making Architectures that empower and respond to community needs



An Alternate Rurality
An Exploration of the Lebanese Rural Regions: Its meanings, perceptions, potentials, archetypes, and conditions of existance

CITY SUBURBS RURALCITY PERIPHERIESCITY OUTSKIRTS/SLUMS

Rural Condition in Lebanon: Background and framework

The rural areas and villages of Lebanon today have varied in role and identity. More 
importantly they have been overlooked with minimal explorations on potential 
interventions for these natural landscapes beyond its existing typologies of dwell-
ing and agrarian land. The rural areas of Lebanon are characterized by the 
presence of green areas, forest land,  and agricultural terraces attached to its 
slopes that distinguishes it in the region .The current condition of the rural has 
recently been solely positioned in service of the more dominant urban centers. 
This was an outcome of the continuing rural exodus occurring since the civil war 
until today that has led to an overwhelming densification of the city capital. Conse-
quentially, the territorial capital is continuously growing with urbanization spread-
ing and subjecting natural and rural areas to immense pressure. This has been 
translated with a significant urban-rural divide, informal slums, and urbanized 
suburbs. 

Dense urbanization has also extended to the rural areas through the growth of 
villages and along the main road networks in the natural and agricultural zones.  
As of 2018, Lebanon’s population was %88.6 urban which was concentrated on 
the coastal strip mainly within the capital of Beirut. The remaining %11.4 was 
concentrated in rural areas, which was situated as peripheral and secondary, 
now being characterized with different critical issues as social, economic, and 
ecological poverty. The relationship of the urban and rural positions the role, 
vitality, and dynamics of each. The rural is being consumed and affected by this 
urban condition. These socially and physically remote areas have minimal support 
or engagement. There is an integration between these two typologies of the urban 
and rural, producing several informalities dotted across the region. The regional 
rural scope in Lebanon exemplifies this urbanization with a patchwork of different 
typologies and towns emerging. This varies from smaller, secluded, and introvert-
ed examples to larger, connected, and extroverted examples that a play a more 
essential regional role. These conditions have situated villages of today within a 
specific parameter to be assessed and re-evaluated. 



LEBANON:  NATIONAL TERRITORY ASSESSMENT & THE PLACE THAT REMAINS

ROAD NETWORK DENSITY

SCALE OF THE TERRITORIAL 
CAPITAL

THE PLACE THAT REMAINS
“THE CITY OF TOMORROW”

A CONSTELLATION OF POSSIBILITIES

The Place That Remains: Recounting the Unbuilt Territory. Catalogue of the Lebanese Pavilion at the Venice Architecture Biennale 2018.Hala Younes. Assistant for cartography, Ali Dhainy. 

 Current practices in rural settlements negatively impact natural areas

 Disparity & Underdevelopment of the rural

 Reverse cycle of urbanization  of villages and rural areas in
a sustainable way diverting from the romantic and nostalgic

Promote local community, identity, and production

 Immigration cycles, density, and peripherial territories

 Rural peripheris are overlooked and do not play an essential productive role

New connective tissues :
Revitalize rural spaces as a Vital organ in the regional 

economic tissue  



The Place That Remains: Recounting the Unbuilt Territory. Catalogue of the Lebanese Pavilion at the Venice Architecture Biennale 2018.Hala Younes. Assistant for cartography, Ali Dhainy. 

RURAL CONDITIONS
LEBANON

Rural Territories: Critical Position
This condition has had negative impacts on the urban and left a constellation of forgotten territories in rural spaces. The ‘Place that remains’ 
represents the constellation of possibilities for the cities of tomorrow. Rethinking the place that remains can allow the reversal of the cycle 
of urbanization that is expanding into, consuming, and depleting the villages and rural areas. This approach focuses on migrating outside the 
city to explore new strategies and potentials for communal cultivation in the forgotten landscapes of the peripheries and the rural. This 
thesis is critical of reviving and preserving the rural by enhancing the autonomous character of these areas. To preserve and revive these 
regions alternative models can be explored for these rural areas to be self-sustaining, productive, and autonomous entities. These methods 
can stabilize the existing depleting cycle and reverse its effects by allowing the rural condition to thrive by empowering its productive 
networks, industries, identity, and sense of community/ belonging. Therefore, the land becomes a central theme and a mitigator of identity 
and belonging. This is to be achieved in a way that considers alternative approaches that diverts from the traditional, poetic, romantic, and 
nostalgic perception of landscapes and the Lebanese mountains that we see translated in art, music, and poetry. This forms a revolution on 
the romantic and speculates the static presence projected on these landscapes. This thesis approaches the condition to reverse the static 

presence of the Lebanese mountains and its monumentalism in the Lebanese collective consciousness.
SOCIO-CULLTURAL DYNAMICS
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RESOURCE DEPLETION

DECLINE OF LIVELIHOOD

INEQUALITY SEPERATION ISOLATION
LACK OF PRODUTIVITY
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POVERTY

CRITICAL ISSUES

URBANIZATION 

Total population: 56,159
Median Age: 29

Rural Areas in Lebanon: Jezzine Area
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The Existing Rurality: An Assessment based on the District 
of Jezzine

Rural areas today have their own specific character to deconstruct and 
classify in order to better understand its existing components holistically.   
There is however a current condition that is bounded and that poses many 
critical issues. These issues include disparity, negligence underdevelopment, 
decline of livelihood, and disconnection. In this particular region the typical 
typical villages are small-scale in majority, dispersed, and interconnected. 

The typical model of Lebanese villages is utilized as a case study to under-
stand rural dynamics. Village daily life is constituted of dwelling conglomera-
tions that are community centered. It is formed around a central nucleated 
structure of the mosque or church around which village life is built. There 
are different social, cultural, commercial, and productive typologies such as 
the seha, water wells, markets, small shops, dwellings, and agricultural lands 
that constitute everyday life in the mountains. Demographically there is a 
large percentage of the youth population, ages 28-17, in these regions, reach-
ing over 5,000 persons in the Jezzine District. Also, the population numbers 
in these rural regions have increased substantially by %279.8 compared to 
the south at %98 and the rest of Lebanon at %81.1. This makes its condition 
essential to respond to with these growing and emerging communities. The 
youth population constitutes the largest percentage of migrations, where 
this occurrence is mainly in response to poverty and to seek opportunity, 

initiative, and enterprise in urban centers. 
Demographically there is a large percentage of the youth population from 
these regions that have migrated from these rural areas. Also, the popula-
tion numbers in these rural regions have increased substantially compared 

to the south and the rest of Lebanon as well as historically over time.



Community-centered

Markets & Small shops

Dwellings and agricultural lands

Village seha: Celebrating, gathering, news, markets

Nucleated Structure: Mosque or Church
Water Well

Total population: 56,159
Median Age: 29

Rural Areas in Lebanon: Jezzine Area

Different perceptions and meanings of rural areas are 
embedded in the psychology and memory of the Lebanese 
people with different symbolic meanings. These vary and 
are multifaceted, for example as a manifestation of home, 
community, belonging, refugee, and identity. The land also 
carries the historic meaning of strategic power with 
historic fortresses and temples. The poetics of the land is 
translated in art and poetry through the land, sky, and sea. 
It further has an embedded character of pilgrimage and 
worship. More recently, these embedded meanings have 
been discarded for its character as an industrial resource 
at one’s disposal, agricultural lands for farming, or home 
to poor peripheral communities. Therefore, one can identi-
fy many critical issues for these regions. Essentially these 

tion that include disparity, poverty, resource depletion, 
negligence, lack of opportunity, underdevelopment, 
decline of livelihood, and disconnection. Alternative 
productive schemes can reposition and revitalize rural 
spaces as a vital organ in the regional economic tissue 
and as their own autonomous entity. 

The Existing Rurality: An Assessment based on the District 
of Jezzine

classify in order to better understand its existing components holistically.   
There is however a current condition that is bounded and that poses many 
critical issues. These issues include disparity, negligence underdevelopment, 
decline of livelihood, and disconnection. In this particular region the typical 
typical villages are small-scale in majority, dispersed, and interconnected. 

The typical model of Lebanese villages is utilized as a case study to under-
stand rural dynamics. Village daily life is constituted of dwelling conglomera-
tions that are community centered. It is formed around a central nucleated 
structure of the mosque or church around which village life is built. There 
are different social, cultural, commercial, and productive typologies such as 
the seha, water wells, markets, small shops, dwellings, and agricultural lands 
that constitute everyday life in the mountains. Demographically there is a 
large percentage of the youth population, ages 28-17, in these regions, reach-
ing over 5,000 persons in the Jezzine District. Also, the population numbers 
in these rural regions have increased substantially by %279.8 compared to 
the south at %98 and the rest of Lebanon at %81.1. This makes its condition 
essential to respond to with these growing and emerging communities. The 
youth population constitutes the largest percentage of migrations, where 
this occurrence is mainly in response to poverty and to seek opportunity, 

initiative, and enterprise in urban centers. 
Demographically there is a large percentage of the youth population from 
these regions that have migrated from these rural areas. Also, the popula-
tion numbers in these rural regions have increased substantially compared 

to the south and the rest of Lebanon as well as historically over time.

History:
Perceptions of the rural

Home-Family-Community

Cultural Heritage- Identity

Refugee from persecution

Natural Landscape

Historical: Fortress,Power,Strategic, 
Shelter, Temple, Shrine

Poetics( Land- Sea- Sky) 

Worship- Pilgrimage

Industrial Resource

Farming Land
Poor peripherial communities

-Gibran Khalil Gibran

Higher Education

Children Schooling

Recreation

Higher standard of living

Total population: 56,159
Median Age: 29

Rural Areas in Lebanon: Jezzine Area

The Existing Rurality: An Assessment based on the District 
of Jezzine

Rural areas today have their own specific character to deconstruct and 
classify in order to better understand its existing components holistically.   
There is however a current condition that is bounded and that poses many 
critical issues. These issues include disparity, negligence underdevelopment, 
decline of livelihood, and disconnection. In this particular region the typical 
typical villages are small-scale in majority, dispersed, and interconnected. 

The typical model of Lebanese villages is utilized as a case study to under-
stand rural dynamics. Village daily life is constituted of dwelling conglomera-
tions that are community centered. It is formed around a central nucleated 
structure of the mosque or church around which village life is built. There 
are different social, cultural, commercial, and productive typologies such as 
the seha, water wells, markets, small shops, dwellings, and agricultural lands 
that constitute everyday life in the mountains. Demographically there is a 
large percentage of the youth population, ages 28-17, in these regions, reach-
ing over 5,000 persons in the Jezzine District. Also, the population numbers 
in these rural regions have increased substantially by %279.8 compared to 
the south at %98 and the rest of Lebanon at %81.1. This makes its condition 
essential to respond to with these growing and emerging communities. The 
youth population constitutes the largest percentage of migrations, where 
this occurrence is mainly in response to poverty and to seek opportunity, 

initiative, and enterprise in urban centers. 
Demographically there is a large percentage of the youth population from 
these regions that have migrated from these rural areas. Also, the popula-
tion numbers in these rural regions have increased substantially compared 

to the south and the rest of Lebanon as well as historically over time.



Job Opportunities
Treatment

Cultural Center

Small enterprises

Artistic Education

Training

Working in the Lebanese regional 
context I began by assessing users and 
their migration patterns/movements 
based on needs. Based on different 
collected responses we see a large 
frequency of migrations due to econom-
ic opportunities, education, jobs, and 
better standard of living. Secondary 
causes include treatment, other forms 
of education, training, political and 
governmental activities, technology, 
recreation, and its role as a cultural 
incubator. This is essential to better 

network that involves villagers, city 
dwellers and regional inhabitants as one 

village population by being coactively 
engaged.
The Lebanese Viallge structure works on 
a system on interdependency. The small 
-scale villages service one another and 
are connected to a larger town center 
with concentrated services and activi-
ties. This network spans the natural 
morphology vertically, horizontally, and 
virutally.  

RURAL DISECTIONS 

RURAL CONNECTIONS

RURAL MONOTONY 
RURAL INTERSECTIONS

RURAL SYSETMS

-Gibran Khalil Gibran
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ECOSYSTEM

ECOLOGICAL STRCTURE

SOCIETY

COHESIVE SPACE

SOCIO-SPATIAL STRUCTURE

EMPOWERMENT: 

INTERFACE:

the state of being empowered to do something : the power, right, or authority to do something.

to be or become interactive with the other.
[verb]

[noun]

[noun]

PHILOSOPHY OF LAND AND EMPOWERMENT
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PLACE
CONTEXT & SCALE

LAND & RESOURCES

CREATIVE INDUSTRY

COLLABORATION AND LEADERSHIP

RESEARCH & INNOVATION

EDUCATION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ADAPTATION

CULTURAL HERITAGE & VITALITY
FORGING COMMUNITY

CONNECTIVE NETWORKS & REGIONAL ROLE

MEMORY & MEANING

DIGNITY & SOCIAL JUSTICE

ENGAGEMENT, 
EMPOWERMENT, & RECONCILIATION

PEOPLE

POTENTIAL

PLACE

PEOPLE

POTENTIAL

The central approach is a scheme of empowerment and connectivity of the rural to expand its existing reach and network. In order to move from redundancy to renewal, the approach 
seeks to rethink and contemplate the way we settle and work in rural spaces to introduce an interface. This interface is a point of intersection that is multifunctional, interactive, porous 
,and a dynamic enviroment allowing an interaction with different aspects of the rural. It is an in-between that reconnets the distant rural in our perceptions to current modes of productivi-

The approach to rural regeneration and revival is centered on establishing a framework for empowerment. 
This framework is assessed based on a multitude of factors that ties the place, people, and potentials to be extracted such as creative industries and other cultural, connective networks. 
The place has multiple layers of context, community, land, resources, networks, heritage, and vitality. The people and associated patterns are mapped to form a base to dissect the 
memory, meaning, and activities to better design for engagement, empowerment, and reconciliation.

as the development of rural systems, enhancing culture, strengthening facilities, introducing creative industries, and creating better living standards. Community development and design 
is also based on the concepts of unity and collective identity. This is a system that utilizes the land and its combination of elements: Land, sky, sea, and the natural resource to cultivate collec-
tive consciousness, productivity, and a better connection to the natural resource and te rural as a whole. This allows for overlaps of different systems and networks/patterns of work, 
culture, movement, and productivity that represent a collective identity. 



POTENTIALPOTENTIAL

not through 

4.IDENTITY

HUMAN RESOURCE
Skills, Education,Training

What does the inherited land symbolize and mean to us?
Rural: The dissection and disintegration of its systems

NATURAL RESOURCE
Ecology,Morphology, Nature

CULTURAL RESOURCE
local, connective, resiliance

RESOURCES 

The rural as a rich, vital resource and condition to be explored beyond its 
static and individual components. The project will explore combinations, 
overlaps, and  hybridities to introduce new activators in the rural scene. 
Activators that catalyze the production and activities surrounding them. 
Richness based on the , with the objective of creat-
ing a new economic,productive, social and technological context, in the face 

picturesque by inserting performative architecture in the remaining spaces 
and forgotton territories.  
Catalyze on the natural resource: 
The Land [HARD]
The Sky[SOFT]
The Sea[FLUID]
The Air[LIGHT] 
and other natural and seasonal systems 

Catalyze on the human and cultural resource:
Artistic production, technical training, skills development, community organization, startups, local initiatives, production,
 research center , empowerment(women, refugees, minority groups), job opportunities.
Retreat and treatment-Atmospheric settings- Connection to Nature -Migrations- Movements- In transit -Time- The Settler vs. The Nomad. Regerating and revitalizing systems 

Architecture that brings together a community must keep in 
mind the importance of a collective identity, not through 
difference but overlaps. Unity, that leads to empowerment, 
where co-creation can take place guarantees ndividual 
expression but a collective spirit, which is what the project 
aims to resolve. 

By allowing all moving parts to claim their part into the preformance 
of an activity, a sense of collecive starts to emerge. The process 
allows the opportunity to integrate individual expertise into a 
collective consiousness. 

1.UNITY 3.CO-CREATION

combination of elements

collective
difference but overlaps

not through 

consiousness

From Redundancy to Renewal: Framework for Empowerment  

COMMUNITY PROSPERITY CONNECTIVITY

ABUNDANCECREATIVE INDUSTRIESSOCIO-CULLTURAL DYNAMICS NETWORKS

TRANSPORTATION
DIGITAL ARCHITECTURE

ARCHITECTURE TECTONICS
ORIGIN AND CONTEXT

EDUCATION

PRODUCTIVITY
DECENTRALIZATION

ALCHEMY
INDUSTRIES

RESILIENCE
ADAPTIVITY

SYSTEMS

ANCIENT SYSTEMS

RESOURCEFULNESS
NATURAL CONTEXT

Unity in the combination of elements towards a collective 
meaning that ultimately gives rise to a singular identity that is 
greater than the sum of its parts.

Empowerment is the creation of self-belief within a planned 
construct and in the pockets of informalities in the process. 
Attributed in the face of challenges within the framework where the 
elements come together.

2.EMPOWERMENT 4.IDENTITY
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built.

based on movements.

By utilizing existing resources and taking accout of the needs, values and politics of the  
people who spend their lives moving through and creating spaces.

METHODOLOGY: 
THE JOURNEY- THE PROGRESSION

NETWORKS OF MOVEMENTS & NEEDS

“ FOR THE NOMAD, ‘HOME’ CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD EXCEPT IN TERMS OF JOURNEY JUST AS 
SPACE IS DEFINED BY MOVEMENT” - LABELLE PRUSSIN

The land, the nomad, the movements, and settlements. 
This reasearh is expanded into the history of communal growth and human settlement. 
Through the allegory of the nomad I begin to interpret home and settlement to be 

. 
Patterns of movements form the space and are the basis from around which the 

underlying concept involves the expressed processes taken from the continuity of 
everyday experience, not single events but the continuous chain and cycle of the 

everyday rural with all its transitions.

change and a state of transformation that can be manifested in the Architecture. 

A Cartography of Movements and Moments
A Curated Preformance
A Sequential pilgramege 

Architecture that brings together a community must keep in 
mind the importance of a collective identity, not through 
difference but overlaps. Unity, that leads to empowerment, 
where co-creation can take place guarantees ndividual 
expression but a collective spirit, which is what the project 
aims to resolve. 

By allowing all moving parts to claim their part into the preformance 
of an activity, a sense of collecive starts to emerge. The process 
allows the opportunity to integrate individual expertise into a 
collective consiousness. 

Unity in the combination of elements towards a collective 
meaning that ultimately gives rise to a singular identity that is 
greater than the sum of its parts.

Empowerment is the creation of self-belief within a planned 
construct and in the pockets of informalities in the process. 
Attributed in the face of challenges within the framework where the 
elements come together.



Three Concentric Rings- Journey of a Spatial Narrative

CORE
function, overlap, combination of elements

MEDIATOR
curated experience

ACTIVITY
interactive, engaging, and inclusive

ACTIVITY RINGSSHARED EXPERIENCES
INTROVERTED

SPECIFIC
POROUS AXIAL/OPEN

CULTURAL CAPSULES: MOMENTS
SPATIAL DIMENSION

INTRAPERSONALINTRAPERSONAL INTERPERSONAL INSTITUTIONAL COMMUNITY REGIONAL This is translated architecturally with different spatial plug-ins such as activity 
rings, shared porous spaces ,or focused introverted spaces projected onto the 

rural.
Spatially these have different levels of engagements and connection to different  
social circles starting from the intrapersonal, interpersonal, institutional, and 
expanding to the community and regional network. This can also be reflected 
based on different architectural forms such as the home which refers to the 
intimate, the square which refers to public, and the limit that refers to sacred. 
These can be interperted as a series of typologies and spatial plug-ins manifested 
as open activity rings, shared experiential porous spaces, or focused introverted 

spaces.

This approach is present in different discourses such as Maslow’s hierarchy of 
needs that forms a framework to respond to basic needs focused on user- based 
design  to cater for the specific, growing cluster of communities in the regions. 
These are formed as a hierarchy beginning with self, livelihood, community, safety, 

and physiological need.



 ,PRODUCTION , INDUSTRIES
AND CONNECTIVE PROGRAMS

SELF-SUFFICIENCY
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INFORMAL NETWORKIING

ECONOMIC HUB

Three Concentric Rings- Journey of a Spatial Narrative

THE RURAL DECONSTRUCT

 ,PRODUCTION , INDUSTRIES
AND CONNECTIVE PROGRAMS
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RETHINKING THE RURAL INTERFACE-PRORGAMMING

CONSUMERISM/ PRODUCTIVITY

REGIONAL ECONOMY

PERI-URBAN CONTINUATION

TOWARDS A MULTIFUNCTIONAL RURALITY

PRIMARY[RAW MATERIALS]-SECONDARY-TERITARY
ARTISTIC-CULTURAL

COMMUNAL CULTIVATION - CULTURAL / SOCIAL NEXUS

INTERCONNECTIVITY/ NEW NETWORKS

NATURE/ RESOURCEFULSEASONAL SYSTEMSLAND[ HARD]-SKY[SOFT]-SEA[FLUID]- AIR[LIGHT]

DIGITAL

Based on extracting these embedded qualities the space can be built upon for a 
larger scheme which is varied and multifaceted. The Architecture begins to 
explore how these multiple layers overlap and converge to create a porous layer 

of interaction,exchange,communal, artistic, and productive cultivation.
The research on existing activities would form the base that would be expanded 

upon. 
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Existing Village Fabric 
The distribution is focused on dwellings with distributed social, commercial and 
religious structure. These villages analyzed are in sequence of one another with 
one connecting to the other. They follow the same typological composition of a 
independently compact conglomeration that we see repeated as a type across this 

area (small village type).
The daily life and patterns shift between commercial, small-scale businesses to 
agrarian activities, recreation and leisure. The users are mostly villagers, elderly, 
manual labor workers, and visitors. The extent of migrations from the village 
throughout the year is mostly present amongst the working youth and students. 

The active sectors and industries is  examined in the collection of these villages as 
a whole as they do not function independently for themselves but usually there is 
one sector in a village which services others as well. I extracted the more 

socio-economic sector that is evolving that I could used to integrate in the 
multifunctional program. 

 



Roum Kaitouly Bkassine MachmoucheBtedin El-Leqch El-Midan
Three Concentric Rings- Journey of a Spatial Narrative

SMALL-SCALE SHOPS & BUISNESSES
COMMERCIAL:

LEISURE SPACES- FOOD/SPORT//EVENTS

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES
PRAYER

DWELLING

RETREAT - VISITING

LAND MAINTENANCE
SMALL AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

RURAL FABRIC: USER GROUPS, MIGRATIONS, & PATTERNS

 Students

Urban DwellersRegional Inhabitants

Working Youth

Visitors

Manual Labor workers

Refugees

Elderly

Children

Villagers/Families

MachmoucheEl-Midan

------Used for local & external marketsTotal number of companies----- 33
Existing operating companies: sectors

RURAL FABRIC: PATTERNS OF ACTIVITY & PRODUCTIONS

Active
Inactive

Food Industry

Handicraft Industry
Agricultural Industry

Commercial Industry

Tourism Industry

Ecological/Enviromental Industry

Socio-Political Sector

Socio-Cultural Sector

Educational Setcor

Socio-Economic Setcor

Transportation Setcor
Technology Setcor

Manufacturing & Production Setcor

Creative arts Sector

Health Sector

Service Industries

Raw Materials Industries

Infrastructure

HUBS/COMMUNITY SPACE-NETWORKING

FREE MARKETS- OPPORTUNITY

EDUCATIONAL PLATFORMS/PROGRAMS

STARTUPS- SMALL BUISNESSES

WINERY - OLIVE MILLS

COLLECTION & STORING- ‘MOONEH’

PINE NUTS COLLECTION

BEE-KEEPING

LAND MAINTENANCE-PREPERATION

PROCESSING AND PACKAGING

METAL WORKMANSHIP

CARFTS- WOOD CARVING, EBROIDERY, SOAP

DESIGN- PRODUCTS
SMALL-SCALE PROJECTS

 NON- MINERAL MINING

STONE-MARBLE
PROCESSING & STORING

RAW MATERIAL EXTRACTION

PAINTING, DRAWING, SCULPTURE

WRITING, POETRY

PREFORMANCE- MUSICAL ARTS

Food Industry Handicraft IndustryEcological
Enviromental Industry

Socio-Economic SetcorCreative arts Sector

ENVIROMENTAL & WATER MANAGEMENT

AGRICULTURE- FLORA

NATURE OBSERVATORY

ECO-INNOVATION

Natural Rivers- forests

Informalities
 ABANDONED
STRUCTURES

INFORMAL
STRUCTURES

FERTILE
VALLIES

EXTREME
SITES

ARTIFICAL
MANMADE

INDUSTRY
DISCONNECTED

FLUID
RIVER

 NATURAL
RESERVES

ABANDONED
EXPLOITED SITES

LANDFILLS
ISOLATED DUMPS

SPECIFIED
LANDSCAPE

EMPTINESS
SCILENCE

REGIONAL
NODE

COMMUNITY
CONGLOMERATE

Abandoned Quarries

Valley- Steep Slopes 

Dams

Manufacturer
Storage

Agricultural Lands
Leftover Voids

Village Clusters

 Central & Regional Towns

RURAL FABRIC: EXISTING ANALYSIS

Food Industry

Handicraft Industry
Agricultural Industry

Commercial Industry

Tourism Industry

Ecological/Enviromental Industry

Socio-Political Sector

Socio-Cultural Sector

Educational Setcor

Socio-Economic Setcor

Transportation Setcor
Technology Setcor

Manufacturing & Production Setcor

Creative arts Sector

Health Sector

Service Industries

Raw Materials Industries

Infrastructure



Natural Rivers- forests
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Manufacturer
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 Central & Regional Towns

RURAL FABRIC: EXISTING ANALYSIS

Food Industry

Handicraft Industry
Agricultural Industry

Commercial Industry

Tourism Industry

Ecological/Enviromental Industry

Socio-Political Sector

Socio-Cultural Sector

Educational Setcor

Socio-Economic Setcor

Transportation Setcor
Technology Setcor

Manufacturing & Production Setcor

Creative arts Sector

Health Sector

Service Industries

Raw Materials Industries

Infrastructure

Typologies of Spaces of the Rural: Jezzine
Understanding different conditions, formal, and informal spaces aid to qualify 
spaces of contestation and interaction. These points fall between the extremes of 
two scales: The silent and distant in comparision to the situated and intersecting. 

The Bisri valley, for example, combines the ecological and cultural aspect. The 
projects to be implemented there were used in service of the urban center and 
depleted the area. This was done while negating the existing communities and not 

due to its association with a sense of identity and cultural heritage. 
 



CASE STUDY: LEBANESE VILLAGES

VERTICALITY - MORPHOLOGY 

PROCESS & APPROACH

OVERLAP 

NATURAL RESOURCES

NATURAL RESOURCES

NATURAL SYSETMS

PATTERNS & MOVEMENTS

EXISTING ACTIVITIES

FORGOTTON- LEFTOVER

POTENTIALS- NOVELTY- HYBRIDITY



MUTASARRIFIYYA : POLITICAL, ADMINISTRATIVE, 
AND SOCIAL ROLE

PRIMARY OCCUPATION & SETTLEMENTS

TIMELINE: TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE RULE OF THE RURAL 

PHONECIAN, ROMAN, BYZANTINE,CRUSADER

NEW INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS:
ELONGATION OF HIGHWAYS AND ROAD NETWORK SYSTEM 
CONNECTED TO SURROUNDINGS

1860’S

1983-2000

2000-2003ROAD, BRIDGE, SERAIL, 
AND SOUKS

PUBLIC LIBRARY
ISRAELI ARMY BASE LOCATED IN JEZZINE

GROWING TOWN CENTERS- URBANIZATION PATTERNS 
EMERGING

EDUCATION CENTERS

DEFLATION OF CITY CENTER

PANDEMIC SHUT-DOWN

 ARMY BASE REMOVED RESORT & TOURISTIC 
INVESTMENT

EMIGRATION OF 80% OF INHABITANTS

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION’S: 
METALWORK COMPANY TRADERS: STRATEGIC LOCATION ALONG CARAVN ROUTE 

BETWEEN PORT OF SIDON AND CHOUF

AFTER 1920’s: COMMERCIAL PASSAGE

SOCIO-PROFFESIONAL ACTIVITIES

AGRICULTURE MARGINAL IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY

This assessment analyzes the transformation of essential roles of the rural 
spaces and how this has contributed to migrations in and out  of the village as an 
outcome of different transforming conditions. These include the period of a 
capitalist agrarian structure , its previously central political,social.administrative 
role, its role as a commercial passage and strategic location for traders along the 
caravan route, the emergence of public social infrastructure such as libraries 

pandemic shutdown. 
 

The current pandemic has changed the minds of many, either to look at the 

cities and to make them healthier.

 

The project aims to challenge depopulation, an issue affecting the rural areas in 
lebanon, by retaining and attracting talent through active production and activities 
of diverse educational levels, while generating a new local economic model.It 
achieves this by inserting techno-social productive spaces within the existing 
morphology  and proposing an amalgamation of synergistic systems.The architec-
ture acts as productive artifacts in which it is shaped by its performative aspect 

and process (industrial, social, or vertical).
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CENTRALIZED NETWORK

 URBANIZATION MODEL

Typological Assessment: The Architetcural Tectonics 
This deconstruction of the different elements of the rural spatialiy  in their variety 
is distinguished primarly based on program and function as existing archetypes. 
Landscape elements are assessd for different communal cultivation, experience, 

and engagement with light, sky, sea, wind, sound, etc 
Infrastructural elements that are productive, proactive, and destructive, etc. A 
hybridity of these systems can produce new conditions and interfaces counter to 

their individual deisparate state.
The connector - the interface- between these typologies can be a: connection a 
void, a separation ,a transition, a space, a volume, a partition, a condition ,open, 

concave, etc
Their typological, architectural, contextual and programmatic value is assessed to 

differentiate their value as insertions in a hybrid system. 

 

DISTRIBUTED NETWORK

DECENTRALIZED

INTERCONNECTED SYSTEM

MULTI-NODAL

CENTRALIZED NETWORK

 URBANIZATION MODEL  COUNTER-URBANIZATION STRATEGY

DISTRIBUTED- RANDOM NETWORK DECENTRALIZED NETWORK

An experimental laboratory of how to re-colonize the countryside by inserting new 
productive methods that ultimately create a new economic, productive, social and 
technological context, as well as defying the notion of rural picturesque. The 
approach values traditional production by trying to maximize and make more 
efficient the existing production. It also proposes producing goods that might 
complement the existing ones, or even improve the weak and unsustainable 

methods.

 

Architecture as the transitory space and as a process- journey-progression. 
These extracted systems form an overarching network distributed over the 

region and network of villages to counter Urbanization in the rural. 



MOVEMENT

THE VILLAGE: INTERACTIVE & PRODUCTIVE SPACE

Through an Internal walkthrough of the village, its different social and productive 

project raises the question of sameness in production; as every town and every 
individual produce similar products, which results in a declining economic model, 
due to local competition. To tackle this, it proposes a territorial cooperative 
allowing to jump from the primary sector (extraction of raw materials), to the 
secondary and tertiary
and attracting talent through providing jobs of diverse educational levels. This is 
ultimately tested to challenge rural depopulation, whic is a major issue affecting 

the rural.



 INDUSTRIAL - EXTRACTION- PROCESSING -
STORING

TRADE OF KNOWLEDGE

BASIC ELEMENT VALUE

MANUFACTURING INNOVATING LABS

 SMALLER -SCALE INTERFACE WITHIN
 THE VILLAGE FABRIC

  PERMEABLE INTERFACE OF
THE VILLAGE AND THE ARTISANS

SURROUNDING

THE VILLAGE: CASE STUDIES

Rachaya Bteddine El Loqch

The research aims to explore new modes of the rural and its potential by inserting 
novel architetcural interventions that counter and complement existing 
archetypes. The aim is to test new architetcures in areas impacting the smaller 
villages such as Racaya and Bteddine El Loqch. This intervention aims to resusci-
tate what is essential to the rural and cannot be provided by the city to ehnance 
its condition and re-attract the inhabitants of the region. To shift from redundancy 
to renewal through engagement, regeneration, revival, empowerment, and 
reconciliation. Essentializing the connection to nature’s resources and its 
elements at the base of human needs.The project will explore combinations, 
overlaps, and  hybridities to introduce new activators in the rural scene. These 
activators create an interface allowing for interaction between small villages and 

the remaining regional fabric and its inhabitants. 
 
The natural and fundamental state that is present and transformed. The word 
“Alchemy” is applied to its architecture  where you turn something that apparently 
has no value into a hybrid of much more value, just as extracting gold from stone. 

( A transition- process) 

 



 INDUSTRIAL - EXTRACTION- PROCESSING -
STORING

TRADE OF KNOWLEDGE

VALUE

MANUFACTURING INNOVATING LABS
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SITE SELECTION: JEZZINE
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SITE PROGRAM STRATEGY



Program is based on daily cycles and activites observed in the village, to catalyze the production surrounding each village and  turn something that 
apparently has no value (source) into a hybrid of much more value. The program overlaps three main structures: Industry, Education, and Leisure. 
Move from redundancy to renewal: explore how multiple layers overlap and converge to create a porous layer of interaction and exchange that 
would enhance communal, artistic, productive cultivation by inserting new productive methods through inserting performative architecture in the 
remaining spaces and sites. 

Different active typologies can be extracted from the fabric such as the garage workshops, communal staircases, informal classrooms, and events 
spaces that are inserted as additions to the traditional fabric- markets. In addition to places where people meet to converse such as water wells, 
informal pockets for social exchange, squares, the mooneh kitchens, and public parks. People can work learn and engage based on the already 
existing natural and social cycles, patterns and activities that shown here on a yearly basis. The program can be distributed vertically along the 
slope of the mountain in a disconnected matter or horizontally.

As a design approach two specific conditions were tackled: firstly, within the village fabric then also in the peripheries and nature consuming sites 
with less dwellings and structures. It is essential to test both out to understand how to tackle rural spaces. This node system works to attract 
beyond the building and extends to the neighborhoods and the town scale wherever such nodes are introduced, attracting the public, working class, 
students, youth, and community members. 
. 





PROTOTYPE OF VILLAGE CLUSTER 
FABRIC- SMALL SCALE

VILLAGE CHURCH

HILL OF PEACE AND THE 
PROPHET MICHA

ALTITUDE +1160M

SITE INTERVENTION A

SITE INTERVENTION B

PINE TREE FOREST

ANCIENT RUINS

 NEARBY VILLAGE CLUSTER
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 ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN INTERVENTION





ARCHITECTURAL VOCABULARY: THE RURAL



-A- -B- -C- -D-

-E- -F- -G- -H-

-H- -I- -J- -K-

-L- -M- -N- -O-



THE WATCHTOWER THE WATERWELL



THE LIGHTWELL THE PERGOLA



THE STITCH THE BRIDGE



THE CONNECTOR THE CAVE



AN ASSEMBLY OF PARTS: THE HYBRID INTERVENTION 
After assessing individual components, a toolkit of parts is formed that can be 
used by rural settlers, designers, or anyone to pick and choose to assemble an 
architectural narrative based on different specific program and site require-
ments. This methodology can be applied in rural areas with the agenda to 
empower and  push forward community, education, and leisure.  This example of 
an archietctural assembly is situated on a hilltop amongst clusters of villages. It 
functions as a production  center and technical school, interjected with communi-
ty spaces. This methodology follows from the greek architetcural example for the 
Lebanese mountians. I begin with a single axis that become a fluid place 
submerged in the topography and made transparent with community spaces. Then 

developed to iclude complementary plugins for the program. 
 



ARCHITECTURE: AN ASSEMBLY

 OBSERVATORY- A PROCESSION OF
 LIGHT

AMPHITHEATRE- THE PUBLIC STAIRCASE

VERTICAL TOWER

THE PUBLIC SEHA & WATERWELL

THE SUNKEN COURTYARD

THE STITCH

ELEVATED WALKAYS

MASS PLAN 
SCALE 1:500



CUT PLAN AT -2.55M
SCALE 1:200

CUT PLAN AT -2.55M
SCALE 1:200



CUT PLAN AT +1.50M
SCALE 1:200

CUT PLAN AT +5.00M
SCALE 1:200







SECTION A
SCALE 1:200

SECTION B
SCALE 1:200



-SUNKEN COURT-
-WATERWELL-

-SUSPENDED--STITCH-
-PORTRUSION-



THE RURAL NEXUS: TOOLS FOR REVIVAL




