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INTRODUCTION

One of our soeial problems, in Syria, which has not
yot regeived enough attention, is the widespread oonfliect be-
tween parents and their sfiolescent children. Some of the rea-
sons why this problem has not yet been fully considered may
be the following:

1. Preccoupation of leaders and educated persons
with the political problem of mchieving independence.

During the early awakening of the Arabs which took
place during the second hpit of the nineteenth century after
& long poriod of ultm'.l" 'nmtia under the Ottoman reign
followed by another type of coloniszation under the Prench
Mandate, the effort of the leaders was mainly directed towards
the politiecal aim., Under the Ottoman reign, the politieal
aim was to achieve more self-govermment and direction, whereas
under the Fronch the aim was to schieve a full independence
and freedom. The prevailing idea, under the Prench ¥andate,
was that: we must, first of all, de politiecally independent
and then we turn to our internal affairs and social problems
and deal with them in line with our interests. Internal re-
form oomes after political independence is schieved.

2. The prevailing wrong coneeption of sducation as
essentially an intelleetual process.
There still prevails the idea that education mesns
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gtaffing the student with fauots and knowledge whether related
to 1ife or not. There is still an emphasis upomn the pure in-
telleotual side as a result of the transplantation of the
French educational ayetem in Syria. Not enough attention is
given to other phases of the growth of the individesl stulent,
namely: emotional, sooisl.... In other words our effort in
the sohool is not directed to the growth of the student as a
whole, When askei whether the tesachers take interests in
the emotional problems of their stulents, a director of ome
of the secandary schools replied that teamchers, im general,
are only concerned with teasching the subjeet matters assigned
to them,

$. The general belief that edueation is the affair
of the government and not of the community iteself,

The parents 4o not take an interest in the work of
the schools, they 4o not contect teachers to discuse with
them the problems of their ohildren. So there is a definite
lack of relationships between the home and the school. Not
only that but in meny instances some parents have hostile
attitudes towards the school and what is taught in there as
a result of the prevailing ignorance and bigotry among them.

As & result of this gap between the home and the
school, the probloms that arise in the family are not brought
forth to be discussed Jointly by those concerned with the
education of youth.
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4. There ie an almoet total leek of soeial workers,
educators and psychologists who interest themselves in the
problems of youth.

?o find out the osuses of their problems and help in
solving them is not yet taken into oconsideration sither by the
govermment, by the community or by private organizations and
individuale.

For these and probsbly other ressone, this aspect
of our sooial probloms namely, the confliect between parents
;nl their adolesoont childrem ie not yet brought to the foens
of attention to be investigated and dealt with.

The Problem

This problem can b¢ stated as follows:
The parsnt-adolescent relationshipe in the Moslem
Syrian Family are often characterized by a varying degrees
of tension and conflict which is mainly dus to two major
caunses;
A, Lack of understanding of the psychology of the -
adoleseents by the parents.
B. The eultural pgap between the younger and the older
generation in the same family.
This tension within the family has the effect of
making home 1ife unsatisfactory and in some instances extremely
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trying for both parents mnd their adolescent children.

Let us consider some of the feelings expressed by
some adolescent boys and girls about thelr life at home: ~I
bocame fdegperate of my 1ife with my father, I can no more bhear
it.... I made up my mind to run away.” or "The best days in
my life, at present, are those days in which I 4o not have
any eontrot with my father whatsoever." or "Sinee that time,
when my mother disd, my 1ife hap been & ocontinuons persecu-
tion, hpmiliation and sufferinge.” A girl writes: =1 feel
always depresped, I do not fool any Joy or pleasure, as my
clags-mates do,.. I hate ny father.”

There are also some inestances where father and smn
g8t into setual fights as two enemios, or the aggression of
ehiliren, instend of being directod against the father as the
direet source of frustration, turne inward and obsesses some
adolesoents with the ides of committing suieide. Some adples-
eent actually attempted it.“) In other instances some aioles-
conts are obsessed with the idea of rumning away from home %o
@soape eomtinuous frustration and confliet in their family
relationships. This idea of running away is expressed by five

(1) In the study, it ie revealed thet four girle and eight boys
think of committing suaicide and getti over with their
p:i:{u 1ife., Out of the eight boys, two setuslly attempt-
e .

In March, 1951, & young girl in the Normal School for Girls
in Damascus, anfl & young man in the Normal School for Boys
in Damascus, both of them committed suicide by taking poi-
son because® the girl's father 4id not sceept that the girl

got married to that young man. (The daily newspaper, Beirut,
H: 3905, 14.3.51) : - v



boys but by no girles at all; two boys 414 actually run away.

The Importanes of the Problem

The importance of this problem is dus to the fact
that in many cases the family relationships are unfavorable
and that the adolescents are faced with severe confliete and
heightened negative feelinge. Vo know that at the root of
behavior disorders and severe maladjostments there must be
some kind of confliet that is not yot molved,

Severe caaﬂ!etn.' it ie agreed, make for a distorted
porsonality and precipitate psychonearotie behavior., Thus, it
beocomes the concern of eduncator, teachsr and counselor to
guide and help the studeant to deal offectively with his pro-
bloms and to establish a batter bslance batween his confliet-
ing ﬂ-.ll. Becauss, in our opinion as teachers, we are fully
eonvinoed that the true elucation is that ome which takes into
congideration the student as a wvhole, not emphasising some
aspacts of growth at the experse of others, Teachsrs, as well
&8 any person interested with edusating youth, must concern
themselves with all aspeete of the stuldent’'s 1life sinee his
well-being is Aependent upon a good balanceé and integration
among these different aspeots. Thus the job of the teacher
oes not end in the class-room, or the school, it extends far-

ther to the home and the community at large. Pull eooperation
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botween the home and the school is very much needed if we
desire to achieve good results, i.e., a wholesome development
and growth, Good and satisfactory home relationships are the
key to good adjustment; and the influences of the home are
11fe long.

Owing to the great importanee of this problem thie
paper is devoted to ite investigation. The purpose here is
to discover what are the causes of confliet between the
parente and their adoleseent ohildren, and to consider alsp
what can be done about it.

The method followed in dealing with this problem i
that of preparing & questionnaire for this purpose, and giving
it to a number of adolescent students to answer it, The re-
sults or the answers were classifisd into different categories
of causes of confliet and Aifferent types of adviee for reduc-
ing or avoiding conflicts. Then the results are interpreted
in the light of adolescent psychology.

Thus the work hore in this paper is twofold:; On the
oné hand it is practical based upon the iOQIItI of the ques-
tionnaire and om the other hand it is & library work or
theoratiecal.

1et us now turn to coneider the study itself,
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One of our social problems in Syria is the wides-
spread conflict between parents and their adolescent children. This
problem has not yet been investigated though it is of major impor-
tance.

This problem can be stated as follows:

Thé parent-adolescent relationships in the Moslem
Syrian Family are often characterized by varying degrees of con-
flict and tension due to lack of understanding of the psychology of
adolescence by parents and the cultural gap between parents and their
adolescent children i.e. between the younger and the older generation.
These conflicts have the effect of making the family life unsatisfac-
tory and in many instances very much trying to both the adolescent
and his parents.

It is our concern, as teachers and educators, to
give this problem more and more attention and care because true edu-
cation,in our belief, must treat the student as a whole and must con-
cern itself with his total growth and because severe conflicts make
for distorted pérsonality development. In fact adjustment at any pe-
riod of life reflects the periods which preceded it, i.e., well ad-
Justed adolescents are likely to develop into well adjusted adults
and parents. Thus our conception of education, the principles of men-
tal hygiene and the welfare of the individual and the nation ae a
whole make it imperative to investigate this problem carefully and
extensively.

A study was made in Aleppo, the subjects are 124
adolescent boys and 56 adolescent girls all o them are from some
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of the secondary schools there. They were given a qguestionnaire es-
pecially prepared to investigate the causes of conflict and what sug-
gestions can be given te avoid or minimize these conflicts. This stu-
dy is a prelude which must be followed by extensive research ia the
near future. It has many limitations such as: it is one sided because
jt ie from the point of view of adolescenis only, and the subjects
are not widely representative of the Syrian Moslem adolescent group
as a whole. Aﬁy how thie study yeilded some important results.

According to the adolescentajreports the results
can be classified into two major causess

A3 Parents lack an insight in the psychology of
their adolescernt children.

B: The cultural gap bDetween these two groups.

Let ue consider the first major cause. Here we
£ind that conflicte take place around such questions as: financial
matiers, parents treat their adolescent children as small children,
too much restriction placed upon adolescenis,dominance of parents,
going to movies, inequality in treating children i.e. pareuants prefer
some of their children to others, the existence of a step-wother, and
many othersecc...

In the interpretation of these results we find .
that the adolescent is undergoing many changes one of which is the
important change in the concept of his gself., He feels that he is no
iongnr a child, that he has become a man and that he wants to be re-
cognized by his parents as equal. We find that the adolescent has
many tasks to meet. He has the important task of emancipating himself

from the supervision and control of his parents. This process of eman-
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existence of two modes of thcought and life, or two cultures cow-
peting with each other. These conflicts reflect the ongoing strug-
gle between the old and the new. Here we witness the major problem
of Syria as well as the Arab World namely the problem of Westerni-
zation which came about as a result of the infiltration of Western
ideas, concepts and way of life into the Arab Lands. In this respect
the conflict between parents and their adolescent children may be
understood in terme of a larger and more widespread confliici over
the country: the conflict between two cultures; Parente in general
represent the old and adolescents generally represeni the new.

The effects of the West appear in the reports of
adolescentis aloﬁg the following lines:

A: Questioning the place of religion.

The tendency to substitute reason for religion,
the trends to separate religion from the State and to aitack mzc-
tarianism as an obstacle to achieve understanding and nationdl soli-
darity; all these trends are revealed in their reportis.

B: Emancipation of women frow the strong hold of
religion and traditions. Women strive to achieve equalily and re-
cognition, this can only be achieved through attacking and‘abolishing
the veil, the symbol of their siavery.

C: National movement and consciousness and the
strong desire for independence. Students come to realize that their
first obligaticn is towards their nation; their duty consists of
awakening the people to the dangers that threaten Syria from outside
and from inside. In this way studentg strive to assume the role of

leadership in the nationalistic movement.
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In their suggestions to avoid or minimize counflicts students
reveal also theilr major problem of being recognizea by adults aé adults,
i.e., of achieving status. Students give very good and constructive
thoughts in this respect. In addition we feel that the school has to
assume a great role in this respect., The important thing is to help stu-
dents release their feelings and emotions and gain insight into tnpeir
psychological make up on the one hand and to change the attitudes of
parents and children towards each other on the other hand.

We believe that this problem is one among many others which
are closely connected and interdependent to the extent that it is hardly
possible to deal with one problem by itself without taking into conei-
deration the whole pattern ot the other problems. The conflicts between
parents and their adolescent children may be considered as a manifesta-
tion of a geheral unrest and insecurity prevailing allover the country.
This insecurity reveals itself in a general feeling of being lost, in
pretentiousness, in cynicism and in despair,ithis insecurity is very much
prominent in the political economic ana cultural phases of 1iie.

The proolems of Syria are many: moral, cultural, social,
economic, political, educationaly.......all are interdependent and are
reflected in ithe conflicts between parents and their auclescent children

Sinee 1ife is characterized by continuous change tnerefore
there will be always some kind;ﬁConflict between the old and the new.
This imposes upon us the necessity to consider and reconsider always
this problem in the light of changing circumstances and here ccomes tLhe
role or education in helping people to adjust to and meel their difti-

culties and problems.
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In their suggestions to avoid or minimize coufliicts students
reveal also their major prbblem of beiug recognizea by adults a6 adults,
i.e., of achieving status. Students give very good and cunstructive
thoughts in this respect. In addition we feel that the school has to
assume a great role in this respect. The important thing is tec help stu-
dents release their feelings and emotions and gain insight into tneir
psychological make up on the one hand and to change the attitudes of
parents and children towards each other on the other hand,

We believe that this problem is one among many others which
are closely connected and interdependent to the extent that it is hardly
possible to deal with one problem by itself without taking into consi-
deration the whole pattern ot the other problems. The conflicts between
parents and their adolescent children may be considered as a manifesta-
tion of a general unrest and insecurity prevailing allover the country.
This insecurity reveals itself in a general feeling of being lost, in
pretentiousness, in cynicism and in despair,ihis insecurity is very much
prominent in the political economic ana cultural phases of Lliie.

The proolems of Syria are many: moral, cultural, social,
economic, political, educationaly.......all are interdependent and are
reflected in ithe conflicts between parents and their acclescent children

Sinee life is characterized by continuous change tnerefore
there will be always some kind;ﬁConflict between the old and the new.
This imposes upon us the necessity to consider and reconsider always
this problem in the light of changing circumstances and here comes Llhe
role or education in helping people to adjust to and meet their difti-

culties and problems,
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Seotion Y

The Sta

2lage:

Aleppo was chosen as a place for the study. Aleppo
ie a large oity mainly popalated by Moslems, gituated in the
northern part of Syria, It is an industrial, commaroial and
agrioultural center where one ean witness the on-going struggle
between the old and the new in every way of life, the non-
veiled stylished young Moslewm wowan in contrast to the strietly
veiled one, the modern means of transport competing with horses
and osmels in the same street, new fmctories where the machine
i® taking the place of human hands in contrast to the small

shop where manual work ie still the weans of production.

Sub jects:

The subjeote are drswn from four governmental se-
condary schools for boys ani for girle. 1068 boys frm grade
IV through VI whose range of age is between 15-E0 years were
given the quntim-uo.u) 16 of them 41 not answer at all,

or they failed to anewer whet was required, or their answers

{1) see page 3



were not taken into considerstion beoause they are Christian.
18 more students stated that they had no confliet with their
parants, some of them had 1ot both the ir parents., And the
romaining 174 students nu.urol the questionnaire,

Phe same gquestionnaire was given to 73 girle from
grade 1V and VI and grade IIT in the temcher training school
for girls, The range of sge is between 13-20 years, Five
414 not answer at all, 12 more stated that they did not have
any conflict with their parents, the remaining 656 answered,
Thus the answers of 124 boys and 56 girls were taken into
emuoratlw; Most of them are from the middle and lower
middle ohnnu)al it is reveasled in the study that most of
the boys and zirls who mention "money" as a caus® of confliet
with their parents emphasizé poverty ns the egpential cause.
Here we must add the fact that women 4o not work amd ocontri-
bute to the finances of the family; of all the mothers only

2 mothers are dressmalsre
1 mother i@ a midwife
1 mother is a teacher

and all the othera are full time home malere,

(1) 134 boys and 46 girls mention the eareer of their fathers:

Eind of osccupation Boys' fathers Girls' father
Merchsnts - mostly emall shop owners 46 17
Governmental employees und retired on
rorming & Agrie tiy te 40 1

« = MOB
sharers 5 Y B 18 4
Laborers 156 3
Profession - doetor & engineer 6 2
Property owners 5] 1
Unemployed 6 1



Procedure

The Questionnaire:

The following im the inglish translation of the Arabie
questionnaire; “The purpose of this queptionnaire ip & seienti-
fiec stuily of one of our soecisl problems; namely, the eonfliect
between parents and their adoleseent children., We are not
after interfering with your personnl, private affaire, 8o if
~ any one thinks he may be identified when answaring some aues-
tions in Part I and do9s not want to, we 8o not mind - it is
all right. We hope, you will answer these cuestioms clearly,
frankly and exametly not resorting to imagination and fanoy."

Part I

‘8. .t..lll!.l..‘.‘l.... 015.' FEL B I B A F'lino. * @ & 8" " e
Ao.l'nlo .t.tu. “ﬁth.r U B I O B O B -°th.r @ 88 & m VA ® B EEEEEET R
gareer of father ......ccconvennanes MOLROY ccccescsvvcsvceae

'h‘r. ‘n "‘ 11" 2488 s s aes s e sa s

Part II
1) confliets often take place between parente and their afoles-
cent children; it is a comon thing, it ocours everywhere
and at all times.
What 40 you conmider, are the thinge that make yom
in confliet with your parente?

2) Tell ue an incident of a confliet between you and your parente:



A. eause or causee of confliet.

B. how was 1t settled.

0. what 41d yon feel during and after it.

D. in what way 414 1t effect your relationships with your
parente,

%) Have you any ndvice thet you can give to both parents and
childrsn so theat they may avoid, as much as possible, these

confliots among themeelves?

Time:

?he etudents were given se much time as they wanted;
in general it 41d not take them to answer it more than ome
hour though the uneooperstive studente handed in their papors

{in less than five minutes.

- Instruction:

The questionnaire was rend to the mtuilents, every-
thing was made clear ani it was emphasigel strongly that the
aim is not pr;ylng in their personal affeairs; they should
not write their names. They were asked to be frank amd true

stherwise the study would lose ite eignificance,

Reaction:
The boys, in general, showsd a spirit of eooperatiom
though it was something new to them., Only some stuideants asgked

whether they were obliged to answer cnd when they were informed



that, it ie not but on the other hand there ies no harm in 1it,
thay sat down to work, It wae not pmeible for the writer to
adminigter the questionnairn himself in the girls' schools.
The supervisor there administered 1t. It was pointed out that
most of the girle, especimlly in grade IV, showed resentment
and that it was diffioult to eonvince them that there was no
harm in answering it.

gome of the boys expressed their wishes that this
gtudy would lead to many other gtudies in the fauture in in-

vestigation of our problems.

Limitations

1. This study is a prelude,

Thie study ies an attempt to approsch the topie of
confliet batween parente snd their adoleseent children in the
Moslem Syrian Family, a tople whieh has not been investigated
though it constitutes a problem whiech ie in fact a seriouns
one., Therefore this study can be congidered ae a preluds whieh
muet necesearily be followsd by extensive research in the near
future due to the importance of the problem and to the limit-
atione of this study. It is hoped that this gtuly may stimulate
those who ars concerned with youth and their problems to etop
and consider this problem more fully for both the welfare of

the mdplescents, their parente and the nation ag & whole,



2. The sample of this study ie not widely representative,

It mast be stated that the saubjoeote of this study
d0 not constitute s representstive sample of the Syrian Moslem
adplescents as & whole, 1In sddition it u“({)ls enough to war-
rant any wide generalization,

The subjecte are all from some governmental sechools
in Aleppo but not all sdolescents of the oity attoend secondary
schools. Therefore what will be the oase with adolescents who
are not in sehools though they congtitute the majority? What
ars their probleme with their parents and how 8o they feel
about them? The subjeets are mostly from the middle and lower
middle olass; will the findings apply in the ecese of higher
clasees for instance? Moreover the subjects are from an urban
genter but city dwellers in Syria constitute only one third of
the population, therefore what ean be seid about this problem
hai the subjests been from rural districts?

Another question may also be asked coneerning the
probable results of similar studies to be ecarried out in other
cities of Syria; Will the resulte be the same? In what way
they are 1ikely to be similar to or different from the resultse
of this study?

It i® guite obvious now that any ssmple must reflect
the structure of the soeiety for whiech it stands in order to be
ealled a representative ssmple, thus it will not be loaded inm

favor of some elemonts at the expense of others.



8. Parents wore not asked for their opinion conoerning thie
problem,

Had parente been consulted the pileture would cortainly
have been different from what it is according to this study.
Therefore this study can be deseribed as one-sided taking into
consideration the point of view of adolescents and discarding
that of parsnts,

Nobody ean pass any Judgment about a controversial
{ssue unless he coneiders what both parties think and feel
about that issue especially in matters in which a person's 6go
{s involved. When parents are consulted about this problem,

then the picture will be more complete and less biased,

4. The questionnaire method ie not often, by itself, an adequate
proceiure to investigate this problem whether it is of the
eseay type or of the check list form.

There is always the poseibility thaet the respondents
20 not answer frankly, that they distort faete or they fail to
express themselves adequatsly. Honce there is the necemnity
to resort to some other meapures in order to complement the
gdeficiencies of the questionnaire, Some of these measures are:

A: interviewg with parents and ehildren.

B: to use some projective teechnigues. To give the
subjecte a test which is romewhat similer to tha.!.n.r. and
which is especially designed for this purpose, namely, the in-
vestigation of this conflioet., Here comes the necessity for
a woll trained body of experte in thie field to make, to admin-



ister and to interpret such a test.

C: there is a possibility for making or eonstrueting
a soale to mssess, as objectively ae poseible, to what extent
parents hinder or encoursge their adoleseent children in the
process of emancipation from them. Such a seale can be ealled
Emancipation From Parents Sesle (L,.F.P.)

A soale was doveloped by James A. WeDill ineluding
items which measure the extent to which the adolescent had be-
comeé psychologically weamned from his parente and at the same
time it gives clues to the extent of the confliet between him
and his parente, on the onme hand end within himself on the

(1)
other hand, Some of its items are:

E, ¥. P, Scale

L

! ' What I ' parents want
¥hat I 4o ° 'want_to do ' me to do
' L
Yos NoY : Decide things for myself : Yes No? ' Yes  No¥
L
' Do what my father or mother !
Yes No? ' deecide on every question ' Yes No¥ ' Yes No?
: that comes up .... g !
L '
' Depeand on my parents to ' X
Yos No? : buy all things for me ... ' Yes No? , Yes No?
' '
' ' '
Yes Moy , Spond my allowanoes a8 1 | yes wov , Yes o?
! ' '

(1) Dimook, Nediscovering of the Adolescent, p. 146.




orow and Orow suggest the use of a questionnaire for
the parents: a self-evaluating quegtionnaire whioh demotes
where parente stand in relation to their sons and daughters.

(1)
Some of its itoms are;

Where I Stand In Relation to My Som or aghtcr

1 2 3
So ore
I eriticige my son (daughtor)
in the presence of visitors Often Sometimes Never -~

1 expect my son (daughter) to :
accept my decisions Always Never Sometimes -

I treat my son (daughter) as
an adualt Hever Sometimes Often -

I give reasons for denying my
son's (daughter's) requests Never gometimes Always -~

B. The writaer believes that the msex problem and the effeet of
the segregation between the two soxes on the development of
the ndplesoent personality must be carefully and extensively
atuidied,

The sex problem has Airect bearing on the confliet
between parente and thoir adolsseent children. The faet that
moet of the subjeets of the study 414 not mention anything about
1t whether intentionally or not is in iteelf pignificant,

(1) Orow and Crow, Our Teen-Age Boys and Girls, P. 38-40,



6. One more point to be added eoncerning the possibility of find-
ing some differences in the eauses of confliect among those
adplescents who ere passing through early aplesconce, middle
or late adoloseonce, In other worde, cen we find some char-
acteristies, coneerning our problem, for each of these threc
periods had the study been more extenaive?

On the other hand, ean we find any sex differences in
ragpact to cmnses of confliet and resoctione to eonfliet more than

thoee found in this study?

Seation II

Resulte:
Zdncntional status of parents is shown in Table T,
we muet, here, note that most of the sduecated parente hed thelr

sducetion in Ottoman schools.

Pable 1. Hducationa) Status of Parente Sxpreesed in

Parcentage,
OW how' Have on-'HAave ave ga- Have
' ' 711it- 'to write'ly elem,'er Slem, 'condary ' higher'
' parents' orats 'mnd rend' educs- 'liue. or'ednoation educa-'
; : ' omly. ' tion, 'its squiv'completed’ tion, '
Ll Ll | v L) L4 v L
' Pather ' 30 ' 20,56 ' 22,6 ' 1£.8 ' 8.2 ' 6 '
L L L L L ] ] L}
] L]

1 nathﬁr ] 69.3 7.6 ] 17 L] so‘ 1 g 1 0

ilementary education means five years of schooling, whereas higher

elementary means up to four years of sehooling after the elementary



period, and the secondary edueation eomple ted meane having
bacealaursat certifioate or ite eguivalent,
It is apparent from the above table how low is the

educational status of the parents.

Pable II gives detailed headings of causes of eonfliet
given by 124 boys answering the aouestionnaire and fable 11T
ropresents those given by 56 girls.

The detniled healings may be combined together and s0
boeome fewer in number, in fmet they may be elustorei under two
general oauui:

A. Lack of uniorstanding of the psychology of
adolesgente on the part of parents.
B. Differences in culture - cultural gap.

Paking table 11 we may specify some details under

some of the headinge, the same thing applies to table TIT.

Table II
Causes of Qonfliet Between Parents and The ir Adoleseent Children

given by 124 boys.

Cause Frequeney
1., Difference in culture and opinions b2

2. Money: mdolescentscannot have everything they
think is necessary 39
3. Parents do not underetnnd the psychology of their
aioleseont children 36



Caune Frequenoy
4, Too much reetriction on freeiom 31
6. Dominanece of parente 19
6. Going to cineman 17

7. Ineguality in treating children at home,

parants prefer some to others 16
8, Dipobadisnce of ehildren 16
9, Children come home lats in the evening 18

10. Parsnte want their children to cesse gtudy eni
1lsave the sechool 10
11. Parente interfere in their ohildran'e love
affuirs 10
12, Fathers and mothere got into eonfliet with one
another, the adplesosnt sides with one against
the other 8
13. The existenge of a step-mothar b
14, Parants ingeiet upon their ehildren to etudy and
gtudy with no break b
15. Children attack their siblings b
16. Parents decide upon the future of thair children
without the latter's approval 4
17. Too much advice from parents
18. Impulsiveness of children 4
19, Boastfulneas of children; ohildren eclaim to
know everything 4
20, Negligenee of the father to pay his debte
21, Feeling of beding unwanted by the parents 1



Table III
Oauses of Confliet Between Parente and Their Adoleseent Children
given by 56 girls

uses Freque noy
1. Difference in culture and opinions 29
2. Taking off the veil 16

3. Parents 4o not unferstnnd the psyochology of their

adoleseant children 16
4, Too much restriotion on freedom 16
5. Dominance of parente 12

6. Monsy; adpleseents eannot have everything they

think is necgussary 12
7. Going to einomas 9
8. Inequality inm treating children et home, parents

prefer some to othars 7
9. Coming home lats after the time indiemted 4
10, Housohold management; girle 4o not work at home 4
11, Presence of a step-mother 3
12, Preferencs of boye to girls by the parents 3
12, Children attack their siblingse 3
14. Boastfulness of children, children claim to

know everything , 2

16, Peoling of being unwan ted and pereecuted by
the mother 1



Under differonee in culture and opinions we may

gpeecify:

A.

B.

D.

G.

I.

J.

B.

Purente etick to everything old, they seorn everything new,
Parante do not realive the cehanging circumstances; they want
to bring up their children the same as they were bdbrought up.
Parents are religiously fanatic, svme etill keep eaying: The
Juran is our oonstitution and the only one,

Parante think that everything given in schoole ie against
raligion.

Paronts bolieve thaut to go swimming and to go to the movies
is utterly forbidden by religion.

There are differencee in views around religion of the State,
and politieal affiliantions - parents like the Turks beenuse
they were Moglems.

Parents 40 not remlige their national daty and obligemtion,
Obildren believe that it ie their duty to etrike against
foreign compunies and for national ends,

Paroents frown and disspprove of the idea that the two sexes
may mix with esch other,

Parents believe in legenis and superstitions.

Under Money:
Povarty plays the ma jor role,
Adolascoents ¢onnnot have nice clothee, cannot enjoy having
money, larger allowances to spend because of limited finan-

eial resourcer of their peronts.



A.

B.

A.

D.

A,

B.

A,

Under; parente don't understand the paychology ....
Parente 40 not recognize that their children are growing up;
they always treat them as 1f they are still ehildren.
Parants belittls, rebuke and scold their children for the
least fault, whother alone or in the presence of otheras.
Parants rosort to beating and force,

Pareants, eapecially mothere, are overproteotive,

Under: Too much reptrietion on freedom:
Parents prevent or do not allow their children to express
their opinione especially in presence of visitors.
Paranta do not allow their children to partieipeate in moeial
andi athlotio activities,
Parants 40 not allow thoir chiliren to gain from their own
mistakes and experiences.

Parents interfere with their childrean personal affairs.

nder: Dominanes of parents;
Parante decide and childron have not the right to question
any deeision fathers take,
Fathers are dietators who impose oriers and children have
to obey like moldiers, they are the sole aunthority.
Parents resort to their anthority aporoved by tradition and
religion,

Under: Ineowvality in treating ehildren:
Differances betwenn the two sexes; boye are preferrved to

giris.



B, Within th9 @am? e4x, some chlldren ars preferrad to others,

Under; Disobadience of ehildrsn:
A, Childron are etubborn; thay stick to what they think apd
rafug? to ecompromisa,
B. Parants agk for many thinge from their children, #0 that
ehildren find themselves ocosnsionally obliged to disobey.

Under: Interferonce of parente in their ehildren’'s
love affeirse:
A. Parents e-onsider boy-girl relantionshiys ae something horrible
and ipdecant, it ie sovmething aganinst honor.
B. Parente, eepecoially mothoare, think of love s&8 prostitution
and wickednese,
C. Parentse interfare in love effaire leading to marriage

especinlly in cssge of different religion,

Under: Boastfullness nf ohildren:
A. Children suppose themeelves to know sverything better than
averybody elee, They clnim to know 1life batter than their
parents as they know a lot about it fror books.

The game sppliee to girle with much more reatrietion
on girls than on boys, since the concept of honor is closely
tied up with the behavior of girls; their behavior either
brirgs honor or shame to the family. In sddition to what ies



mentioned above, girls have the major problem faoing all women;
nemely, the problem of emsneipation from the tiem of the saveral
past centuries of bigotry and rnnatfzu. ¥omen strive to have
thair plnee in the world outside the home, They fight agninet
the symbol of their elavery - the veil; they ask for squality
with men and to be considered as worthy human beings on equal
footing with the opposite sex,

For the sake of comparison it ip interesting to pre-
gsent the resulte 2f 2 similar atudy in the U.S.A.‘l‘"rn a group
of 259 college gophomores, all men, who were solacted am being
normal in heslth, mcadermic progrese and sociel ad jumtment, the
majority ndmitted some Adegree of frietion with their parente,
For 174 of those gtndents the confliet wae mcute, The majority
of the cuarrols and nrgdm»nta for both groups center around:

-1, Zeonomic matters: eize of allowanees ,... support etudente
while in school.

2. Soelal matters: atteninnee at 3ances or movies, selection
of friends, anlnetion of clothes, accounting for how time
hae been epent....

3. Purely personnl matterp:; the refusal of father to wear
his ocont when there fe company ....”Jt is obvious that
there ieg pome repemblance between what we get in owr
study and thie above mentionrd one, Orow and Cros in
their book "Our Teen Age Boys snd Girle™ consider that

“arguments in the home are sometimes caused by esuch

s
faetors op age lifferences, chengee with the time in
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the gonernl sociaml pattern of behavior, differing
cultural brnekgrounds and eaneaf:iml fnequal ities
between purunts and childron and the llko."‘l)

The confliote with parents 3o not limit themeelvas
to differspoas of opinions on large issnes, on the comtrary
the ismues mway be trivial ani yst thoy bring the family rela-
tionships to & erisis beesuse "ths mocurulated resontment of
the adoleseynt ani the necumulatoed cxamperantion of the parent
may pour forth into angyy dispute snd make the trivial issue
a major oonfliot."‘gl Therefore the wise parant is able to
eompromise lﬁ srnll mattore oo that he may aarn the loyalty
and confidence of his ohild nnd thus begomes able to guide
him in the making of decieione on more important isenes be-
osuse guidamnee has no place unless confidence is gained,

And now bafors turning to coneider the causes given
and their interpretations, wo may usk oursalves what are the
adolesconts after? In fact the sdolescents want what sll
people want; they are after

1. recognition and status

£. réesrect and soclial favor

O, vepponss and heppy moelel intersetion
4, peourity urd proup acecej tance

6. experience and expregsion

6. achiasvemant and success
7. bevppiness and freedom, (%)

(1) Orow and Crow, Our Teen Age Boye & Girlse, p. 6l.
(2) Frank, Lawrance X,, 434 Yoear Book of SEducation, p. £48,

(3) Landis. P., Adplascence and Youth, p. 89.

Fant L



GCHAPTBR II

Segtion T

Now 198t us turn to deal with some of the ma jor causes
of econfliot given by the stul ente themselves and try to inter-
pret them in the light of sdolescent psychology.

¥onay:
It is revealed that 59 boys (or about 351%) and 12

girls (or about 21%) mentioned financial affaire ag a cauee
of eonflicet with their parents., They say that they ecannot
have everything they think is necessary to them; they need
larger allowances, they orave nice clothes and they want to
buy magazines, booke and reviews and they desire to continue
their studies in the future to get diplomas in order to have
better positions as employees. Al)l these desires are thwarted
more or lese by the limited financial conditions of the parents,
A ocnsd which may appear extreme but whioh is not
infrequent among thos® who spoke frankly on this guestion is
prasented by an mdolescent whose femily is composed of eight
persone, The only person who worke ani earns money is the
father. He is an employee and recesives only one-hundred Syrian
pounds & month, that ie three poundes & day. The adolesecent
student eontinues to say: "how ean a family be maintained and
be satiefied with such a salryy?" Many times he thinks to



commit suieide but he still hopee things will be better in the
near future beenuss he is in the finsl yenr of the secondary
school.

¥ost of the adoleaseents who are in poor finaneisl
conditione consilder their fathere as the iirect cause of frue-
tration anid hold them responsible, They think if a person is
unable to sustain a family and provide for ite necessities, he
muet not get married, This point of view is ecompletely the
opposits of the plder point of view on marriage and raising
a family. Marriage was eneouraged no matter what the eircums-
tenee® is. The still prevailing belief among parente ies that.
"God provides every new born with his share.” In faet there
are many views of this kind in the popular sayings, The adol-
egeents think aleso that should a person get married and be an-
able to eern his living the government must intervene and help.

¥We are not here to Justify or condemn what they thihk
about it; the importent thing is that thie poor financial econ-
dition provides a source of conflict between the adolescente
and their parentw.

Many parents, whether poor or not, do not réealige
how very important clothes are to the mfolapcents, An adoles-
cent writes: "My father does not understand to what extent T
need good clothes.,” 8till another mentions that: "My father
thinks that grooming and good appearance is to be forbidden to
adoleseents."

Conklin reporte on Hurlock'e wtudy with respect to



elothing; this is the only extensive survey of adolescent be-
havior with regard to elothing he has been able to discover,
"0f Hurlock's mors than fourtsen-hundred respondents 62.5%

of the males and 59.94 of the femnles reported that sdoles-
aencd was the time in their lives when their happiness wae most
affectsd by mattore of’olnthlng."‘l, Clothing seems to be eap-
able of providing the wearer with great thrille and self-exalt-
ation or with embarrassment and feelings of disgrace and in-
foriority; it anhances the ugo and provides satisfaction and
approval of ona's peera, The study of Hurloek with this res-
pset is 111uminnt1n5.(2)

Tharae is also a ealtural determinant of the import-
nne® of clothing in the popular sayings in Aleppo. Some of
thege gayinge are; "sat what you like but wear whst people
admire.” or "One-half of man is hie lookse anf the other nalf
is hie clothee."

Why is it that elothing comee to be of particular
significance and importance to aidoleseente as revealed from
the ir reporte and the stuly by Hurlook?

Adplaseenc?® is a poariod of transition from childhood
dependenocy to adulthood independence, self-sufficisncy ani

responsibility. Thie transition consiste of many changes among

(1) Conklin, 8., Principles of Adolescent Psychology, p. 171.

(2) Refor to thies study and the questionnaire he wmed snd the
answers he got in Conklin p. 172-3,



which there i a change in the concept of melf,

Thie change in the conespt of self is evidenced
in the reports of adolesconte. One student writes: "Sver since
I was & smell boy my father kept telling me that I was orasy
and dull; these words took another meaning when I wae sixteen
yoars old." Another writes: "I em no longer a small boy, do
not be afrald about me.” or "My perents still comsider me as
a small boy who doee not know anything but I realize that Y
have to take eare of myeelf, solve my own problems and think
of what is good for me." A boy,sixteen years old, writes;
"And especially at this age I ean no more stand or forgive any
insult."”

The change of the coneept of self comes about with
the physiecal and physiologieal changes which oceeur during
adolesesnce, And on other hand the coneept of eelf is very
much influeneed by the attitudes of others towarde these physie-
al changes; in fauet there is a tenieney to overvalue physieal
appearance in sizing up a person., This means that the image
of the body is closoly connected with the concept of self and
"to a econsiderable degree the hody is symboliec of the 'olf."Lb
That is why, in the years of adolescence, oare for physiecal
appearance and atftractiveness beoomes inereasingly a soeial
eoncern for the adolescent who is keenly sensitive to the sligh~
est evidence of approval and recognition by his peers and adults,

S

(1) Zsohry, 0.: Bmotion and Conduet in Adolescence, p. 32,



on the othaor hand sdolescents ask for greater ollow-
ances because as they grow older and their horisons got vil.u-
they nesd more things and in consequenés more money to satiefy
their needs.

Larger allowsneceg moan very fmportant things to them:

) I In the firet place, a larger allowance ie considered
ag a dirset recognition on the part of parents that their chila
is grown-up and thet he is now different from what he was be-
fore. Beeaus® when children nak for larger allowsnces their
parents tell them that when they beeome older their allowances
will inoresmgs. Wiser parents find it better to inerease the
nllowenees Tor their sdolescent children before the letter in-
gint upon it snd get it after ouarrels and rebellion. This is
in the ense of poseibility for such an inerease, ptherwise the
parente must make 1t clear to their childron the limited re-
gourees of the family, But oven this arrangement does not
holp very much the frustrated adolescent.

2. A larger amount of money given to the adoleseent en-
hancee his sense of adequaocy and gives & support to his pelf,

A larger sllowane® may 8exve to develop the somse of responsi-
bility in the adoleseent, as some boys write, in bow to spend

it wisely in satisfying ono's neeis especially if the allowance
is given for a long period of time, suy & fortnite or a momnth.

3. ?o0 have money to spend enhances the soeial stending
of the adoleseent smong his peers espoecially as money is highly

valued,



The refusal on the part of parents to inerease the
allowanees of their adoleseent children, if there is & possi-
bility for it, will be considered by the latter as an indica-
tion of being unwanted and rejected. When there is no possi-
bility of inorsmse and when the adolescent is econvineed of
this fset through a man-to-man discuseion with his father,
the mdolescent is likely to compromiee and be more ready to
anderstend the finaneinl limitations and adjust to them, An
andolesesnt boy writes: "I wae not embittered againet my father
but T was ambittered against the fate which made my father a
poor man.” A girl tells that as she is & stuisnt she needs
many important thinge. And when she aeks her father for her
noceseitieg, he usually rofuses her demanis in such » way
that she feels deeply hart. She continues to say: "I know
that my father is poor, dbut T wish he convineed me about his

state of affairs in a more reasonable way.,"

Seetion II

Parents do not understand the pesychology of their sdolesesnt

ghildren.

In the preceiing section, the shortage of money as
a oalse of eonfliet between parents and their adolesecent

children, was considered, Now let us turn to discuse another



eonflicting situation arising from the failure of the parente
to understand the psychology of their mdoleseent ehildren in
prder to treat them uooorllngly.(l)

There is a widespread belief among adolescents -
about 30 % of the boys and 26 % of the girle in the study -
that their parents through their behavior with and attituies
towards them show varying degrees of lack of anderstanding of
what is going on in them., According to the study adolesecents
fesl that their parsnts treat them as children who have not
yot grown up, they rebuke, seold, belittle and beat them rea-
sonably end unreasonably whether slone or in the presence of
others., Parents deprive them from using thelr judgment in many
ciroumstances and appear to be overproteotive. Thr ough these
patterns of behavior parents reveal that they lack an insight
in how they must deal with their adolescent children.

In the preceding section it was shown that there is
a definite ehange in the coneept of gelf during the years of
adolescence. An adolescent boy writes: "I muet live as &
man” anpother states: "I belisve that I have become & man vho
deserves his freedom and I do not accept that anyone should
have eontrpl over me." or "I feel that I must have the full
fraedom to behave as I plesse; if a person tries to interfere
in my affairs or to rebuke me I rebel furiously against him."

(1) Whether this fmilure ie metuslly true or not has not heen
investigated in this paper.



Thege guotations and the other onss already maentioned
in the preceding seetion reveal that the adoleseent feels he
is no more a ehild, He doee not want to be any longer a ehild,
We feele that he is m man ani wants to be recognized &s & man
by those who still considor him ar o ohild,

In the ¥Yoslam Syrisn Femily, it is cuetomary for
parants to expset and recuire obedicnee from their boye and
girle in childhood, Chiliron have been and etill are oommi-
fdared as unremgoning ersaturce who should obey without guestion,
never doubt the wisdom of their parante and should 4o ae direet-
ed, The big boy or the yiung man or woran remaine, in the eyes
of his parsnte, & erall child no matter how 014 he ie and es-
peeially, as long es he is egonomically fependert apon thew,
Yarents hold to such populsr sayings se: "He, vho ig one day
plier thah you =r+, is by one year wigrer,” £ parentel chal-
lengs to o child ie often exyressed through the following eay-
ing: "what 30 yva know ebout the world; it ie only yesteréay
that yon were born,”

8inee sdoleseente are consifiered s children there-
fore they are not to be intrusted with eny repponeibhility., An
adoleseent girl writes: "My mother still eonsidere m% ee &
ehild, phe Aose not huve econfidence in wa, and she thinke that
T eannot judge for myself whether & certain thing ie bad or
good for me." A boy writes: "Though T am twenty years of age
yat my father treate me aeg if I wore still a baby. But I
believe that I em now & man ... "

The adoleseent has grounds for seeking an ineressing



part in managing hie affairs as he ie growing uap and as he
approaches adulthood, since he has, in faot, attained incraens-
ing mantery of his physical world and compe toned in self-man-
agemont, On the other hand, the adoleseont discovere that
what differentistes the adult from him and from the ehill is
freedom from the direet control of othere; that ia why adol~-
agoents feel thet they must dirvet themssives, golve their own
problems and havs more opportunitias for galf-managemont., An
adploseent expresses this view: ©I realize that I bave to
take eare of myself, solve my own problems and think of what
is good for me,” In this way adologeents prove to thomselves
and to others that they are grown up and thet they bave become
sdalts, Adultibood is the desired status for the adoleosoants
who are im “no man's land” according to Lwein, Lo~

It muat b2 added that the adolescont is romindsd
always in the school and even, sometimes, at home that he ie
no more a ehild and that ho wast behave as a grown up and at
the samo time hie parents treat him as if he i atill & echild
whon they want him to obey und submit to thelr wighos., Thus
the urge of the adologcant to grow up and to ostablish himself
a8 an adult is sometimes onhanced and many timos thwarted by
his parents, An sidclageent girl writas: "The problem whieh
T face ie thut my mother conaiders me as If T am a8 old, as
wisd and as axperionced as ahe is ... but, on ths other hand,
whon T have to Judge for myself sho comneiders me as & small

ohild; she doves not have confidence in me and she thinks that



I eannot jJudge for myeelf whether a certain thing is good or
bad for me.,"

How will the adolepeent reamet to the thwarting of hie
naed, namely, to grow up and to be recognized me an adult®

Some mdolescents question the parontsl anthority,
they resont It and sometimes robel openly against it., But the
majority, howsver, in spite of themsaelves refrain from open
rebellion by complying with the demands and wishes of their
parents. Open resentment is expressed through disobeying
parante ani through being negativietiec towards them, Open
raballion is resorted to more by boys then by girls. Only two
girls expressed their rabellion, one of them writes: "My fa-
ther told me: "You cannot go outside unless yon are veiled;
but I replied; thie is the last time I obey you." She con-
tinues to say that when her father realized that she was de-
tersined to take off her veil, he nover Aiscussed this issue
agnin, Whereas with boys, open rebellion is more freguent -
10 boys expreseed it - and somotimes it assumes tragic aspects
in an open fight between father and son, An adolesesnt boy
writes: "My father provented me from buying & niece suit, bat
1 contradioted him and dought it disregarding his opinion and
order.” Another writes: "Though my father is not poor yet I
have to carse him in the face to get my allowaneces.” The
tonsion is sometimes vary mueh hoightened as to lead to the
following or similar enses: "When lying does not work I tell
my father frankly what I want, he becomes furious and so do I



«e. he giveg me some blows and I do the sawme to him."” or
"... batween me and my fathor there is a continuouns state of
discontent and disagreement whioh sometimes takes & different
character and leads to the most unfortunate state of affaire
when my father attecks me and when I get into & bloody fight
with him,"

These are pome instances of opan rebellion againet
parsntal authority; an authority whieh ie senetioned by reli-
gion and tradition, fThere is the popular esaying: "FPlessing
god liee in pleasing parents.” The Prophet ¥ohamed said;
"pParadies i under the fsot of mothers."” The Curnn places
an omphasis on it in the following verse: “Thy Lord hath
commanded that yo worship none besides him and that yeo show
kindness untp your parents whether the one of thewm or both of
them attain to old age with thee, wherefore sey not unto thom
Fie on you! nsither reproach them but epenk respectfully unto
them and submit to behave humbly towards them out of tenmder
affsetion and say O Lord have mercy on them both as they nursei
me when I was littlo."‘l)

In eontrast with the above rebellioms gromp there
exista a group of adplescants - the majority - on whom parents
still exercise the traditionnl suthority and etill expact etrict
pbudionge from them,

Beenugs of traditions and religion whieh empharise
obedienee® to snd respeet for parents, it becomes natural that

many edoleseents feel guilty when they disobey or resent their

{1) The Quran; Ch. 17, verse: P4, 26. Volume T11X.



parente, They feel remorse and the vange of conecience, A
girl writes: "I felt guilty becnuse I disobeyed my father ..."
Anothsr girl writes with ragpeet to taking off her veil: "every-
ti%ag I put on the searf - instoad of the veil - T feel very
deprassed, why? beosuse I disobeyed my father who has done
and still does everything for my welfare.” An adoleseent boy
expresnes hie faeling as: "Every time I got into confliet
with my parents I feel romorse sndl ragret what I have done,”
Phig faeling of guilt ie slso exprasssd by the adoloscante
through theiy sugzestions and advice whiech they were asked to
give. Many of them insiet upon ohedianece to parents - 45 ¢

of boys and 40 4 of girle - iven four boys and thrae girls in-
sist upon blind obsdience to parents,

It is true that adolescents saok more freedom and
independene?® from thair parenta but they are not after complete
indapendence as snch., and 1f mome of them exprese their strong
desire for eomplate freedom it is only a reaotion agninet too
much restrietion vlaec?d on them by their parnnts, They ask
for freedom within limitatione, for more freedom they are piven
now., They consider freeilom ses the charaoctearistie of the de-
gired statue of ndnlthood towaris which they are driven, But
in their hearte they still feel dependent upon their parents
for proteetion, affoetion and love, They #till need help and
sapport from their parente, Hero.1n a econfliet beatwaen the
desire for a better status and for froedom and the desire to

seek protection nnd love from parents, This is revealed im a



gtatement written by a boy: "... I decided to run away from
the eity but I felt guilty about thie idea ... 1f I desert
my home and go somewhere else I will never have & hapvy 1ife
ag the one I have at home, and I will never get such love and
affection similer to what I receive from my parente.,”

¥ot only for love and affection do adoleseents feel
dependant upon their parents, they aleo feel dependent upon
them seonomicelly. They have no Job to earn money and to eon-
tribute to their living. This feeling of economic dependence
gtands as & barrier to have more freedom ani to be treated ae
a grown up. One girl only in this study expresses this idea
as: "My father doee not allow me to take off the veil as long
as I am economically dependsnt upon him." Whereae ix boys
in this study express this idea strongly. A boy writes: "I
was obliged to comply with my father's wishes beeause he is
supporting us.” or "I will be obliged to comply with my father®
demande antil I get a job or poeition to sapport myself." An-
other miolescent writes;: "7 wish I could sustain myself, then
I would desert them - my parents - without feeling any sorrow
or pain."” These are sowe of the sdolescente’ feelinge about
economie dependence, In faet: "being supported tends to keep
the sdolescent a child in his parent's house - a child whose
opinions do not eount, whoee judgments are overridden, who is

(1)
expected to seek and follow adviee.” Boonomic independenee

(1) Smohry, C.: 43rd Year Book of Bducation, p. 536. (ot L



is very important in thie process of freeing one's eelf from
the control of others on whom the person hme been depandent,
The writer believes that the greatest element-faetor-in the
domination of women by mon is the economic dependence of the
former upon the latter.

8o far, the proecess, in whieh adolescents shed aside
ehildlike attitude towarde mand depsndence on parental authority,
was considered. This proeess is known by emancipation from
parental authority or by psyehologiecal weaning in contrast to
the physical weaning that takss place in the first or segond
yoar of postnatal 1ife, This process of becoming &n adult is
not & emooth ome, it is marked by temporary regressions to seek
guidance, affection and security in the parental home, Tmma-
ture parents who are emotionally insecure do not often greet
this emancipation process and may consider it as a direct
threat to thelr sense of personal worth and to the satisfae-
tion which they enjoy as they have control over others and es
others are dependent upon them. They think that they will be
put on the sholf and they esnnot sccept it eaeily and ealmly.
Uspecially mothers, who consider bringing up children as their
chief business in 1ife, feel that they are losing their Job
a8 soon as the adolescent starts to assert himself, The study
reveals that of all the mothers of the adolescent boys and
girls only four mothers have other work beside their main job
of home making and child rearing.



Belittling, robuking and beating

Another aspeot which reveals that parents lack an
understanding of the psychology of their adoleoscent children
is that paronts belittle, beat and rebuke their ehildren severe-
1y, reasonably and unreasonably, whether slone or in the pre-
gonee of others. This situntion makes the aiolesecents resent
and feel very much uneasy and discontent,

To be humilianted is one of the most severe emotional
exparisnces for the adolesecsent especinlly in the pressnece of
othars, A girl writes: "Vhon my father soolds me... and I
eannot sy or 4o anything, T wieh if any cuantity of poisom be
within my reach to take it in ani pet over with thie 1ife,..”
seolding is considered by a boy as & punishment which is more
savere than beating: "... I oame late..., the panishment was
not a benting but something mors painful: seolding with the
most severs and humiliating words.” Some parsente on many oe-
cupione belittle their adoleseent children, secorn their know-
ledge ani laugh at their proposels and ideas. These® are the
most humilinting and embarraesing experiences for them, "My
fathor kille - frustrates - my growing se¢lf by his smarcastie
way of talking with me in the presence of my younger giblings.
Thig made them dierespect me end made them very impolite with
me; as if I am nothing and of no velue... it is & very distarbd-
ing and an unpleasant situation.,”

?he cuestion here ie: why is it that belittling,
beating and rebuking are very much humiliating to the adolescenty



Seolding and beating are charscteristice of human
relationships where gome individunle are in position of author-
ity end dominance and others in a position of submission. 8ince
adoloscente are working on the important developmental task of
achisving adnlt etatus and being recognized by ndults as ecunl,
they are 1ikely to feel hurt and to resant any attempt to treat
them as inferior. And on the other hand, adoleseente are very
much sensitive to the slighteet token of approvel and recogni-
tion sinece they are not eure of themsolves, of their wor¥j,
adequaoy and soecial standing,

*“If I ever fail in doing anything my father tells me
that I sm a donkey, a dull person and many other humiliating
attributes; ond so I lose my confidence® in myeelf and I no

longer dare attompt to do anything lest I fail.”

Seetion IIX

foo Much Feptriction on Freedom.

Too much regtriction on the fresiom of the mdoles-
eente is another aspaet through whieh parents reveal that they
lack an underntanding of the peychology of their mdoleseent
ehildren, 31 adolepesnt boye, i.e, about 25% end 15 girls,
i.e. about 27 4, complain that their parents place too much
restriction on their freedom, More reptriction is uesuslly



placed on girls than on boys in the name of the family honor
though the study does not reveal this faet clearly enough. It
is A well known faet, In Syris ae well me in the Aradb worli,
that the coneept of honor sand the way women behave are very
elosely conneoted so thet it ie hardly poesible to disconnect
the one from the other,

For boys and girls elike restriction on freedom con-
ters around different items, According to the study some par-
ents prevent their children from expressing their opinione and
views on many ovecmsions, A girl writes: "My parente stifled
in me the freedom to express my opinions and views end weakened
my ability to disouss any topie even those topiecs of whieh I
am fully convineed.” An adoleseent boy writes that when there
is a problem to disecuss in the family snd when he gives his
opinions, his father contrndiets him and allows his younger
eiblings to speak. This makes him feel disgust and makes him
avoid meeting his fathar, To prevent the adolescent from ex-
preseing hie views, in the presenge of others is very humiliat-
ing to him as he is striving to establish himself as an adult
whose opinion ie appreciated and taken into consideration. A
Doy writes: "Sometimes whon the colloagnes or frisnis of my
father are discussing a topie ... I believe - feel - that I
imow & lot mbout it; I want to take part in the iiscussion but
my father proevents me ... I feel hurt begause Y remlize that T
have beoome a young man.," Anothor states that: "When T want

to converse with visitors at home, my fathor pravents me ...



oh! How muech I feel mshamed ...” Such a situantion is very
trying to the adolesesnt and induces confliets within himself,
Adulte outside the home, in general, expect him to bahave ag
a grown up, and in the school teaechere ask him to give hie
opinions eoneerning the topie of discussion and in some ine-
tances oneourage® him to do mso, He reade on freedom in his
books, on freeadom of thought and expression and on how the
man should b free to expresa himself .., but all this ie just
the oppoeite of what he finds at home: "I find - at home -
just the opposite of whet I hsve been taught at the school,
1 real about freedom but you eunnot give your opinion and if
yoa 40 o, this makes your father angry snd displeased with
you, This displeasure of parents hae an everleating affeot
apon the fauture of any pereon." Here ies the confliet, within
the adolescent, between what he desiree to do sccording to
his intelleot and what he must not do according to his feel-
ing and emotion,

Anothor form of restrietion plesced on ndolescents
is eentered around partieipating in soeial metivities in the
school, or taking part in the aetivities of elube or soeietiss
whether in or outside the school, or Joining and passing time
with ono'g friends espeeinlly for girle., In other worde, some
parents try to insulate their children from the current of
soeinl 1ife by keeping them at home, under thoir supervision
and oontrol. A boy writes: "The house is for me like a

prison, I leave it only in the morning - for the school.”



According to the adolescents' reporte, parante be-
lieve that evil prevails nowasdaye; that the world is perverted
and, everything is going wrong end thut the world is drawing
neaarsr to its end. A boy writes that the father does not went
his son to mix with other people so thut hie son's eharacter
may not get spoiled., That is why paronte ingist apon their
boye and girls to get parmission from them whenever they want
to go out, and to state where they want to go, with whom and
whon they will be back. A boy writes: "I een not go anywhare
gnless I tell and get permiseion from my futher, otherwise I
ennnot 2o out and that is what troubles me." A girl writes;
"gven to visit my girl-trtonﬂ{i)l have to get a permission for
it." This restriction apon Joining ono's peers and being with
them lanmds eventually to icoleate the edolescent from his ege
group and to feel lonely and to lose this esnse of belonging
to the group. A boy writes thet from his childhood his parents
13 not sllow him to play with other children of the aumarter,
His perents are very cold snd 4o not show any gign of love and
affestion. And so he becumrs a pessimiste and gave himeelf ap
to daydreaming. He says that ysare come end go even without
ppenking with membere of his age group except on few oeccasione;
he has no Trisnde end of nll his clasemates he only known the oo
who site next to him., A girl statos that me & result of too
muoh restriotion from her parents she became "isolatod from
other girle.”

Peychology tells us that the adolescent is coneernad

(1) To have a boy-friend is not tolerated by all means.



with himeelf in the world of his peers, end that the urge for
frisniship, recognition and approvel from pna'e peere ie vary
strong during adolemeenes, Peyehology nleo tells as that the
efTort of mdoleseents is "1irscted at appearing like, behaving
1ixe and doing what the group aau."u) and that "on many
mattors adslescente osre mors for the approbation of asscciates
of their own age than they do for the approvel of adulte, Fer-
ants' views often carry loss we!ghtowitn adolepecente than do
the opinions of their oompanion-.“[r} And here it muet be ald-
ded that the adoleseent ig regarded by his friends es & worthy
human being and not as a child, beccuse all méolesesnts are
more or less mliks as to sige, strongth, competence and ex-
perisnce, For all this some adoleseonts resent thelr being
separnted from their friends and try by all mosne to be more
in contanet with them even though their parente do not approve
of it. Girle, for instmnce, vieit their friende secretly
without having permiesion from their parente and are ready to
be punished when detected beesuse they repeat it sgein. An
adolesecent boy relates how he absonted himeslf from the house
daring & whols dny in the country side with his friende without
informing hie parents heccuse "I like to go with my friends

and my parents 40 not permit me to go at all,” he seys., This

(1) Tryon, Caroline M., 43rd Year Book of Sdueation, p. 223. fat T

(#) Brooke, ¥: Peyohology of Adslescence, p. 193.




is becnus® the adoleseent feels the need to be amccepted and
approved by his peers and to get their approval he must 4o and
behave as they do. Here arises s confliot within himpelf, be-
tween hig desire to comply with his group and his desire to
please hig parents; these two Adepires are often contradietory.
At the same time, the opposition of the adolescents and their
registence may serve the function of self assertion. This
gelf-assertion is characteristic of every individual and not
of adoleseente only.

The restrietion put upon adolescents with respect to
joining and partieipating in soeisl activities appears from
thoir reporte. A girl writes: "I camnot take part in any trip
or any soeiety or any party even though this perty is given in
the school itself." Another girl complaine that: "We want to
be allowed top attenrd eultursl and seientific lecturee, but
unfortunntely our fathers do not approve of that ..." It ie
not only that girle are not allowed to participate in social
1ife and smetivities but boys too. And here in addition to
restrietion on soeial setivities another factor is added; nemely,
rewtrietion on athletie sotivities whether it is & boy-scout
activity or playing football or swimming. An adoleseent boy
gtatep that: "I am not allowed to partieipate in the boy-scout
group or in any athletie team in the sehool ... thie restrietion
on the part of my parents makes me oppose them in every bit of
action and makes me 4o what I have in mind, disregarding their
opinion ,.." Some parente l_o not spprove of playing football



bedause they fear that their son may get his leg broken one
day. Whereas with regard to gwimming they fear that their son
might drown in the swimming pool. Some parente think it is
horridle for the adoleseent to stand almost naked in front

of others and that is why, according to them, they o not al-
low their children to go swimming. A boy tells how his father
blamed him severely snd how the father gave him & severse bea t-
ing after having gone swimming. The father exclaimed: "Did

I ever go swimming or did I ever go to the movies when 1 wae
your age ... how dare you swim in front of other people /"

Hure also peychology tells us about the importance
of play metivities and their values, It was found that play
garves two functions, namely: recreation and regeneration of
energy and zest on the one hand and as & means of soeial ad-
justment beecnuse it provides for the expression of bamiec needs
and nrge-u)on the other hand. Dimock econsiders that some of
the drives that may find expression in play activities ineclude:
"Phe desire snd need for novelty, aiventure and excitement;
the deeply rooted necessity of goeial approval, attention
status and recognition; and the urge for a sense of maptery,
power, sucdess and sohiovusnt."g This explaine why play
behavior, no matter what form it takes, is eentral rather than
peripheral in the development of the adolescent, The boy who

pas been just quoted above tolls how his father prevented him

(1) Dimoek, W.: Reiiscovering the Adpleseent, ». 36.
(2) IDid, p. 36.



from playing football amd from going swimming, but he played
football and swam and anjoyed his time very much. When he
roturned home he was severely punished, He continues to tell
that after that beating he decided to commit suiecide and did
attempt it by taking a heavy dose of aspirine, bat he was
gaved in the last moment, Horo'"also another situntion giving
rigs to a eonfliot within the adoleseent; the dssirs to play
and the desira to pleass his parents,

Another kind of restrietion placed on adoleseents is
that restriction whieh prevents them from having new experionees
and from g@lnlng from their mistakes., According to the adol-
agconts the mistakes which & person makes are educative and
adolegeents must not be deprived from thie type of education,
A student writes: "I may be wrong, but I have to make mistakes
in order to learn.”

The desire of the adolescente for new experiences is
often opposed by. pa:jantl. This desire for new experiences is
revealed through the demands of the adolescents to partieipate
in the tripe around the country whieh the school organiszes.
The writer believes that partieipating in long trips serves
three functions and satisfies some of the mome t fundamental
neesds of the adolesesnt, In the first place, it serves as &
direet recognition from parents that the sdolescent is becom-
ing more and more able to take care of himself; this ie true
when the question of finaneial limitations doces not enter,

And in the second place it serves me an opportunity for the



adolescent to escape his parental supervision, for a few days,
and it provides him with s good occasion to learn how to be
teeponsible for himself and how to depend upon himeelf, that
{s done under the guidanee of the teachers in charge. And

in the third place it satisfies the deeire and need for movelty,
adventure snd exeitement, sinee on the trip, the adioleseent
ie going to see many new thinge: people and plaeces; Landis
comments upon the value of new experiences as follows: "New
experisnce has its value for youth; Confidenee in coping with
new spituntions ie a product of one's own capueity plus one's
provious oxpurionoo."tl)

8o far some kinds of restriction on the freedom of
the adpleseents were oonsidered, The reactions of the adoles-
eents to these restrietione differ from rebellion and persis-
tent opposition fo luhnf%ion and scceptance of thie etate of
affaire. An interesting foet is revealed by two giris who
eonsider the restrietions on their freedom as a token of re-
cognition and belongingnesse: "I folt that ny parents ecare for
mo, 1.9, I mean something to them.” The other girl rationaliges
her feelings also. She says that she got angry and furious
beeaus® hor parents did not allow her to vieit her friends
but, later on, she felt thet her mother was right and: "This
strongthened my attachment to them and thus my love for them

increasod.” Whereas a boy feels quite differently im response

(1) Lendie,P.: Adolescence and Youth, p. 98.




to a similar situation., The boy states his feelinge strongly:
"I folt ag Iif T am & omall boy begause of the manifold restrie-
tions imposed upon me, I bagen to wondéry of waye and means of
gotting my fraediom and when T could not find a way I became
isappointed and eo I thought of committing suieide.”

Parents must come to realize thatl keeping ehildren
at home baguusd the world outeide is perverted and evil, ac-
eording to their opinion, 3098 not sduecate, it is rather mis-
edueation. "Proteetion from experionce does not sduoste; it

(1)
only prolongs childishness.”

Section IV

Dominance of Parents

Dominane® is another aspeet through which parents
show that they laek an understanding of the pesychology of their
adolescent children, The study shows that about 15 € of boys
and about 21 € of girle consider the dominanee of their parents
as & cause of their eonfliet with them, although almost all
adolescents, at one time or another, feel more or less etromgly,
the dominance® of their parents,

According tov adolescente, parents show their domin-
ano® through behaving ns dictators who insist upon blind obed-

isnce like soldierw, and who take decisions as definitive, and

(1) Cole, L.: Esychology of Adolesecence, p. 287,




o not sgree to talk over any deeision whieh they take: "My
father is an army officer and henece hie orhﬁ must be carried
out immediately and unquestioningly.” Adolesconte say that
their parents interfare in rogulating every bit of their me-
tiong and every detail of their everyday bebavior. 3Some
parents deecide whether or not their ehildren are allowed to
rend non-academie books sand what kind; they deeide what kind

of shoes or elothes their children must buy and wear, and they
require® in some instances - a certain form of hair eut, Patherse
often decide upon marying their daughter without asking Rer
approval, A girl writes: "My mother Aoes not allow me to
read any book exeept thoee academic ones; I am wesk in compoei-
tion and the teachers advise me to read a lot; if I eannot
read at home where could I? especinlly I am & girl whose
parents are so fanatie that they do not mllow their some to

go to The publie library to remd.”

?o exaet blind obedience® from their children paraents
rasort to their authority sanctioned by tradition amd religiom,
as mentioned already. And here the adolescent has to submit,
though it is aguinst his will., An ndoleseent boy reports:
vy fatner is 1ike a dietator who imposss his opinions and
judgmente upon me, and I have to eomply amd bear even though
it is egainet my will.” In the case of non-compliamnce, the
adolesoent ie threatensd by expuleion from the parental home,
In this respect an adoleseent boy writes that: "I used to

gsubmit to my parent’'s will in almost all cases, and thus every-



thing was settled, but on the other hamd If T 402 not submit
than the street becomes my home... Y wish I conld sapport my-
golf thdn I would degert them without feeling any sorrow or
pain.” Another boy writes that: "My father threatened me that
he will no longer send me to the school if T ever contradiet
him, bat I 313 not enre beenuea 7 think that T ean support
myeslf withoat hie help." Soven boye are threatened by their
fathere aither to be axpellad from home or to he deprived from
more sehooling if thay opposed their parente’ wishes,

Pere is n situstion giving riee to n mevere conflio t
and emotional ineseurity, within the mdslepeent, between his
need of depepdeney upon hig parente and the feer of bheing re-
jeoted by them from one time to another,

The dominunee of the father ie often trapsmitted to
the older ehild who becomes to be regarded as the futher him-
pelf; and who triee in hie turn to dominate hies younger eiblings.
A girl telle that: "My older brother wants to Jorinate me ard
T 2o not accept it, snd thus we get in confliet with ameh
other and with my parents who support him beemune he is older
than T am.”

Tn rappect to the iominane® of parents one may think
of a clome connegtion betwnen the general rabelliousness and
unrept of youth apd the Aominance of thelr parants, Tt je il-
luminating to quote Gonklin here: “"For a long time, students
of bshavior probloms heve bean awara of the frejuency with

which robellionaness in adslesoone® aonld be traced to the



strugzle with parental efforte to dominate ..,.. It enn be seen
in sueh youthe the rebellions renetions to any ons in position
of anthority, end in extrame eases they reset in 1ike manner
egainst any =ort of authority even though it be in the imper-
gonal form of laws or of institutional regulations .... Chronbe
agitators and rebels of all porte ... are now often interpreted
23 baing the proiunet of such parant-adoleseent confliotu."(l)
Aceording to this view, ean we think of demonstra-~
tione sand strikes of students (for national onds) an an ex-
prassion of reballiousnese agninat perental domination®
ﬂjr!s, witnenged during the 1last thirty years, i.e,
aniay the FPranch Mandate, and still is witnessing a widespread
rabelliousnese of youth dirscted ngainet foreign interference
and interests In Syrin und sgainet loeel pgovernments whieh,
pecsriing to the adsleseentn, betray national aspiretions.
Phig robellionegnese expresces iteelf through strikee and dom-
onstratione whiech often involve elashes with the poliece and
whigh sometimes repult in bloodshed on hoth sides, These
ctrikog and @emonetrations "have become @9 violent snd recur-
ront ag to become a yapl problem to governments, ministries
of edneation and schonl sntharitias."a, During this academie

yenr, 1950-1951,the writer visited Aleppo in Degembery and in

ysreh. On both osecesions there were strikes and troubles,

(1) Cconklin, 5,: Principles of Adolescent Tsychology, P. 283,

(2) Akrawi, M.; The Year Book of Bdueation, 1949, p. 432.



avsn in Degember olasses were puspended for 6 days by order
of the government becsmuse thore was a bloody clash between
gtudents und police. Saversl members from both sides were
gaversly wounded, That strike was directed agrninet the Prench
Tobaeco Monopoly -~ Thée Regie.

8inee open and iiroset rebellion against parental
authority is not tolerated by the Moslem 3oeisaty in Syria,
then ocan we supposd that the latent rebelliousness against
parents takes an approved outlet, by society as a whole, through
gtrikes ani manifestations for nationalistic ends? Thies may
and may not b true anyhow this problem nesds garaful investig-
ation. It must be sdded, here, that etrikes are approved by
many oxespt by parents and even parsnts approve them if their
ehildran 4o not partieipate in them.

The reballiousnéesa of the Syriamn youths, rovealing
iteelf through etrikes and demonetrations, may bs considered as
a reflsction of the genarnl unrest and insseurity of the nation
es 8 whole politieslly and eulturslly., This will te discussed
later,

Oone final point is that this study reveale some evid-
oned whieb i® in 1line with Chagsell's findings, nemely, that
no‘able evidcnee exists of a pvesible sex difference in the
reasctions to parentsl diseipline, DParental domination soems
to be sesoeiated with introverted tendencies in csse of girlse
while it seems to be asspeiated with extroverted behavior im

(1)
the enpe of male children.

(1) Oonklin, Principles of Adolescent Psychology, p. 254.




Ssetion V

Going to Cinemas

Another situation causing conflict batween parents
and their adpleseent children is centered around going to
movies, Some parents belisve that moviecs teach immorslity
and they try to prohibit their children from going to them,

Sex and everything related to it is etrongly taboo
and inhibited.Tove is wicked and shameful, The sexes are
seggregated and their mingling together is not tolerated,
These are still prevailing beliefsand prectiees. Since most
moving piotures deal with love stories and love affeirs they
usually contain several ecenos considered to be immoral by
the above .tmura.u, ¥More restrietion is plsced upon girls
than upon boye - 14 € of boys and 17 € of girle - about at-
tending movies, Thie may be explained by the close oomnection
between the behavior of women and the conecept of honor.

Another reason for the parente ageinst movies is the
finaneial limitatione, Attending movies means, to parents,
spending money foolishly without getting any profit out of
it in adiition to the bad effects on the morality of the
adolescent.

Preventing the adolesoent from going to einemas is
eonsidered by him as a kind of restriction on his freeiom and

(1) The whole body of the woman, exoept the face, hands and
foet, is taboo and it is sinful to look at it.



the meaning of it was already given., Onm the other hand attend-
ing movies is becoming a necoegeity rather than a mere luxury
to him especislly as it is a way of epeaping confliets.

fhere is a definite lack of other reersational act-
{vities, in Aleppo, that absord the intereste of the adoleseent
end give them full expression. The school, as it is organimed,
ig, to moet adovleseents, only & place where they go to attend
eclasepes and nothing more, There are nod such agenciss as youth
organizations and olubs that bring sdolescents together and
provide them with opportunities to live a richsr and more
ati:nlatlng 14fe,

Tn the absence of othsr kinis of group reoreational
aetivitias, it is natural that the movies assumé an fmportant
plage, 1In this respeet Conklin gtates that: “Attractive as
movias appear to be, it is of importance to obeearve how essily
they soom to bo dimplaced in the tntarests of youth by organis-
ations providing group utivity."n) He further mentions that
a stuly made by Aliee Miller Mitehell revealeg that boye and
girls of high school age attend movies lepe frequantly than
ghiliron of B, 6, and Tth grades and that is due to the greater
amount of soeinl metivitiee in high schoole.

The movies sppear to be attractive and mppealing to
the adolescent as woll se to others. Novies provide for amuse-

mwents, fun and thrill, And for a period of time in his 1life,

{1) Conklin, %,: Principiss of Adoleseent chology, p. 91.



the individusl is earried away to live in an imaginary world
away from the reality of 1ife and ite restrainte. The movies
provide for an emotional experience where untolerated urges
and impulees, find satisfsetion and releass, without the fear
of incurring punishment. Thus movies serve & compansatory
function through identifiestion with the hero and through
1iving with him the emotional experiences as if they were in
the rsalm of reality.

Movies impart much information and knowledige about
different things and they suggest solutioms to probleme that
are perplexing the individual. Here the moral point of view
is not considered.

It is in feot probable that what the adoleseents
get from the theater is mainly & erystalligation of points of
view, desires or attitudes already in existence ... the adol-
esoent saw what he or she was previously conditioned to uc.!'“
Phis point of view is supported by a study made by Blumer and
Heuser in whieh they found that: “Children in low rate delin-
queney areas were less susoeptible to eriminal influsnces of
the movies than were children in high rate delinqueney urnn‘.f,

It cannot be denisd that the movies have played a
major rols in sequainting the people of the Nsar Eagt with the

yestern Oulture especially in the realm of speial life and the

(1) Oole, L: Psychology of Adolescence, P. 488-3,
(2) Conklin, §; Prineiples of Adolesoent FPaychology, P. 96.



rolation of woman to men. An observer oan sasily sense the
discontent and disappointmont in the minds of Syrian adoles~
cents me a result of the d€sorepancies between two world:
the world of the movies and ite splendor and {dealiem in some
ragpset and their world of reality with its poverty and lack
of opportanity, though only two students mention this dis-
appointment noo!ﬂoany.u) Anyhow students were not asked
to write about their fselings in this respeet,

owing to the fact that the movies merve as &n 8seape
as well as having eompensatory functions and providing for
emotional experisenmces. MNovies serve functions which are no-
whore else provided for im Aloppo end thus they have a strong
appeal to the adolescents of the eity.

Segetion VI
Ineguslity in Treanting Children

Another cause of confliet lies in the failure of
parente to be impartisl in dealing with their children., The
parents are liable, as any other human being, to be influeneed
to d1fforent degrees, favorably or unfavorably, by their chil-
dren and others, snd the way they behave exprossss thelr feel-
ings no matter what care is given to disguise them. Yhat matéers

(1) The writer fuels that a careful study must be devoted to
{nvestigate the effects of movies of) the minde of the
Syrian youth,



in human relationshipe is the motives thet 1ie behind metions
not sctions themselves and also the impressiom or the feeling
that an individual hag when ¢treated in a certaln way.

In the family rolationshipe, se the gtuldy reveals,
some parents fail to treat their children on & bagie of equal-
ity (about 13 4 of the boym and sbout 13 4 of the girle etate
this fact or fuel it).

in general there is & differentiation in treating the
two sexes; girls are denisd pr!?iluge; acoorded to boye, thie
differentiation goes buck to the moment whon the ehild ie born
- if the newborn is m girl the parents are iisappointed especial-
1y if it is the first ehild. One girl writes: "My father
prafore boye to girle, he often forgives my brothers when mis-
taken but ho faces me with all my faults.” ZAnother girl etetes;
“If I ever got into eonfliet with my brother, my father, then,
gides with him and seolds me.” Still another girl is oonseious
and well sware of this attitude towsrds girle and women in
geneyal, in mentioning: “Vowen are less ifmportant than men,
this is a general belief.” In faet such sn attitude pravaile,
pot in Syria slone, but in some other placoes too. But there
are also exgeptions in some Ingtances as a boy writem: "Ny
father bestows his affeetion on my sisters much mors than om
me, that maime me hato them and viee vorse, I know, my father
1088 not love me at all, " Alongside with this differemtiation
betweean the sexes, there oxiste inecunlity in treating children

within the same sex, The adolegeonts who complain of it claim



that thair parental attitudes tuwards them are unlike those
towarde the other siblings, Often, the parsnts side with one
ehild againat another arbitrarily without any valid reasson.
1t seems that if the ailplesecnts, as a boy puts it, have an
argumont with a younger sibling the parente rebuke them for
maltraating the youngstere, on the other hand, if they have
an argumant with en older eibling, they alsp are soovlded for
being impudent - insolent - since Jlder siblings muet bo
treated as parents, with awe and with regpsct. Thus the
youngar eiblings are the parents’ pets and the oldsr are to
be conspidersd ns parents ani adoleseents are £o be responsible
for everything wrong after all: "If my sisters maie mistakes
the blame is put on me, ... wmy mother so yerecoutes me that

T foel she is not my mother,” a girl writes,

ke inequality reveals iteelf in sccording favors to
some nnd denying thew to others, through anfavorable compay ison
among siblings und through bleming pnd punishing some for the
faults of othere.

This ineguality makes aioleseente who feol deserim-
inated againet as if they are rejected and anwanted, this feel-
ing hartbo root of emotional imsceurity. A boy writes: "I
foel insecurs bogause of the faot that some of my brothers are
prafarred to me," Ymotional imsscurity ie one of the most
sovere oonfliets & person oxperiencos in life booauss his basie
need for affection, protection and belongingness iz not eatie-
f£i0d a8 long as he feels being rejected by those in whom he



geoks patisfmetion of his noed, Emotional seeurity is comsi-
deresd by psychologists as the essential element for a wholesome
development of the individual personality. The ehild'e self-
adequacgy, eournge ag well as self-reliunce stom originally

from the feeling of being emotionslly secure in hie relation-
ghipe with his parente in the yéars vwhen he is growing nv.‘lj

How 45 adolescerts ronet tou thie deseriminetion in
troatment? To detest, to hato, to feel aversion againet parents,
8iblingr ap well sg againet the home sand to run away are usual
regponeee on the part of aiplusconts., "I hateld my brother
vary much ﬁnﬁ T reciproected the 11l-will of my parsnte.” or
"Phe preferenee of gome to ctherp cuuses me to hate both my
parents and my eiblinge" or "I began to eonsider them - my
parente - ag enemisg who lsek the auality of being father and
mother, i.0, who lack paternal snd maternal feelinge.” Here
a girl erpreesas her feslings about deserimination very etrong-
ly ae: "Ny mother takee into oconsideration any opinion given
by my older sister and dierogerrds wmine even though it is a
good ona, I feel as if ghocked ... and thie leads me eventual-
ly to detest the home."

These are gome of the feelings and attitudes of adol-
esoents who feel as if thoy'aru fssoriminated againet and picked
out by their parents to bo punighed and i{ll-treated, 7Tt is a
gorry state of being and it neeis earaeful attention ani treat-

(1) Symonds, P.: Tho Dynsmies of Parent-Cliild reletionships,
P. 3.




ment begause these adoleseents ars, in this way, feprived of
a golden opportunity to develop normally and to beoome well-
adJusted and happy ndults later on.

qeetion V17T

The Sxistenes of & Step-Mother

fhe presence in the home of u step-mother makes often
for emotional unrest smong young people. It is a family situa-
tion in which tact and understanding must be practiced by
sveryone, The study reveals that b boys and 3 girle only give
this rosson, namely, the existenes of a gtep-mother ae the
most important souree of confliet and unrest in the family
relationehipe. Those who complain of thie situation undergo
the moat severs oonflicet snd fael smotiomally insecure,
Phe existence of s stop-mother may be dus to either:
1. Tho mother dies and the father gets married again
2. The father deserte the mother with or without divoree
and taku s seeond wife,
%. The father keeps hin firet wife and warries agein; the
two wives have to 1ive togsther in the same house especiml-~
1y when the husband ie unable to establisbh 2 houees for
sach.
Telnm tolerntes polygeamy; & man i nllowsd to have

ae many wives ae he likes but not mors than four at & time,



(1)
It is true that Islam places mome restriotions on polygemy

but these are not oshserved by many who prectice it,

Hore also wd muat note the faet that in case of
divoree, for instance, the father has the right to keey his
children who are above geven years of age if he deeires to,
and 1f there is nothing sgrinet him such ae ineanity or im-
morelity.

Feote from the etudy and facte known to every person
familinr with the family reletionships where there is & etep-
mothey, raveal that the step-mothor is very often aggreseive
toward and unkind to th2 children of the othsr wife whether
ghe kae or haes no chiliren of heor own, When the adoleseent
has to live with his fether sni step-mother, beesuse his mother
18 9ithsr desd or degorted, ke is usually on badl terme with
her., Me gannot gonsider har ag his own mother; he often con-
siders her se an intruder who ie robbing him of the attentiom,
love and affection of his fathor, Thus he beoomes critieal of
her bahavior, negativistic nnd ancoopsrative with her. The
sam? thing applies to the stop-mother who cannot frks the adol-
eseent or the ohild as her own and in whom sho finds o rival
for ths love of her husbani, The result {s that the adolescent
ie always mistranted by hig step-mother, hs rasents her, Vhat
is worsee is that his father usunlly sides with her against hie

(1) The "uran says: "... take in marriage of such other women
as please you, two, or three, 6 or four, end not mors., Bat
if yo fomr that yo ennnot act ocultnbi: tovarde s0 many,
marry one only." The Zuran: Chapter 4, Verse Z, Volume II,
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child begnuse he often falls under her dominntion egreaecinlly
when she is mueh younger than he ie., Thue tension pften bo-
emmes 8o heightensd ae to lead to the expulsion of the child
or to his ronning eway from his father's home.

A boy writes: ",.. at last our father expelled us -
my brother, sister and we - ... &nd thie io the third yeer
ond we still are awey Troe hir, Vhen we peet with him faee to
face we don't talk with him neithor dose he, as 1if we 4o not
Imow engh nther and am !f we are not his ehildrem ... ever
gince my mother 4183, my 11fe ig o continuous persecution,
puriliation and patn.,” Another boy writes abont how hie father
desorted his mother when ha wne nine yearp °f age "... and
gines that time we lived the worst 11fs of homiliation and
oppr2aaion under the Aominanes of n stop-mothar whn charmed
her husband to beat his ohildren.” This boy oontinuee to re-
1ata how he wan unkindly snd soverely mistrentei and how hie
fathar wag about to shoot him had ho not run away, ‘nd all
this 18 onanal by the mtep-mother.

And whan the two wivas = tha formar and the latter
hava 9 11w in the sama housa thon trondle is frequent and
with no bresnk, the relationships are tonass and often nt &
erinis,

owing to the fact that the seeoni wife ie ususlly
youngSy she im more favorsd by the hushand who submits often
to har wishes and 1ittle by 1ittle ha bhecwmen completely
dominated by her., Troubles srise nn ench wife aompates for



the love and approval of the eeme husband. Rach wants him for
herself slone and resents the idea that another woman hes &
ghare with her in hie love, Thus the effort of each wife is
directed towards displading the other one and usually the
battle is won by the new wife, This means that the father
becomes antagonistic towards both his former wife and $her chil~
dren. A girl writes: ™Ome thing troubles our life, it is my
gtop-mother who ineites our father ageinet us and tries to
make him detest us ... my father so submite to her wishes that
he expelle us with our nother away from home ... my gtep-mother
has only one wish: removing my dear mother from her way and
making out of us bodies with no gottl.” Another girl mentions
that: "The only wish of my ste-mother ie to expel me with ny
mother from my parental home.,"

in these instances the sdoleseent experiences the
agony of emotional inseourity and of severe confliet, We
pesis badly the love and affeetion of his father, especially
when the mother is away, he is dependent upon him also for his
living and on the other hand he foare conetantly the prospect
of being removed from the howme, He foels insecure about the
present and the future. BSuch & home is the worst type of
broken home snd it is unfortunate that the adolescont has to
live in it or has to desert it and both are not perfeet solu-
tions from the point of view of wholesmme personality develop-
ment.

It must be added also that the father himeelf ex-



periences more or less & severe conflict; he sometimes is torn
botween his loyalty to his child and his love for his ma te
which are often incompatible, Between two evils he must choose
the least one according to hm.u)

The study reveals that besides those causes of con-
flict botween parents and their adolescent children, which have
been so far considered, there sre other causes which may be
ineluded either under dominanece of parents or restrictions on
freedom and so on.

For instance: perents want their children to leave
the school, or they interfere in the love affairs of their
children, or they insist upon their children to study with no
break, or they decide the future of their children without
taking into consideration the interests of ehildren themselves,
or parants insist upon their children to come back home very
early in the evening; all these mey come under any oné of the
ecanses which ares considered faully in the preceding sections.

on the other hand children recognize also that they
alsp are responsible for some other causes of confliet betwesen
them and their parents. They give such causes as: they die-
obey their parents, they attack their siblings espescially the
most favored by their parents, they are impulsive and they
boast of their knowledge and claim to kmow everything. These
patterns of behavior on the part of children are ways through

(1) For a discussion about the presence of a step-parent refer
to Crow and Orow, pp. 72 and following.



which children assert themeelves and react to confliets and
to emotional insecurity.

And now let us turm to consider another major cause

of econfliets, namely: the oultural gap between parents and

their adolesgcent chil &ren.



CEAPTER IIT

Ssetion T

Cultural Gap Batween Parents and
The iy Adolescent Child ren

The thesis of this paper is that the tension and
confliet which often charseterize the parsent-adoleseent rela-
tionships in the Moslem Syrian femily are mainly dae to

1. Tack of underetanding of the psyehology of the
ndoleseents by the parsents.

2. The cultural guap between the younger and the older
generation,

89 far, the first osuse was comsidered and inter-
preted in the light of the paychology of mdoviescencs. Tet
as now turn to consider the pecond part, namely: the cultural
Bap.

Phe study shows that 30 4 of the fathers nnd about
70 € of the mothers are completely illiterate, they 4o not
know how to read and write, About 20 ¥ of the fathere and
8 4 of the mothers know only how to resd and writse, All tiese
enges oan be eoneid exred ms illiterate sine® literamey in the
modern sense of the word term ie not coneeivei to be the mere

(1)
knowleige of how to read snd write, Thus about 50 & of the

(1) The writer believes that & literate person is a person who



fathors and 78 % of the mothars esn be eomsidered as insulated
from the intellectusl stream flowing im the country; their
{ntellectunl horizons are very narrow and they are imoln ted,

Singe the stuiente who took the questionuaire are
all in grades IV through VI, snother conelusion followe from
the etudy; sbout 20 £ of the fathers mnd B o of the mothers
have hed & number of years of schooling eaqunl to that of their
ehildren. Furthermore the kind of e¢ducation which the fathers
had, wee radlenlly Aifferent Trom the tyve of sechooling offered
nowadeays when every mspeet of 11fe in civilized countries is
changing rapidly from dey to day ae¢ 8 repult of an amasing
advance in seience and technolagy.

oply 6 % of the fathers have hed higher professional
sducation as Aootore or ongineers or lawyers,

In nddlition to the canltural gap between the parents
ani thelr chiliren whieh the ataudy so obviously ravenlsg, there
1® another signifiocnnt element, namely, that of ags. Thus it
1e naturnl to oxpsct that the points of view, opinions and
aspirations ... of both parents and ehildren coneerning many
problams sand their respsetive outlook om 1if should aiffer,
we know that the attituies, opinions and iSeas of & person ere

the outeoms of his experisnces in the culture in whieh he

i@ able to read and write fluently snd understandingly and
ghould bs abla to improve himeel? continuously. Literaey
is defined as follows: "... mors broadly, the ability to
read and write at the level of the average fourth grade pu-

pil.” Good, Oarter V.: nletim:gz of Bineation, NeGraw
¥ill Book Company Ine,, New York, ey



happens to live and with which he has contaete. This is evi-
dent since human beinge are born similar but, later on, they
beeome differentiated me to nationalities end religions ae-
eording to the type of education they reeeive,

The Aifferences batween the parents and their chil-
dren are centered maninly sround: relipion and ite plaee in
1ife, nationalistic feelings and obligatione; emaneipation of
women, legands and superstitions and the way natural phenomena
ars underetond and explained, Parente and their echildren
difrfer also on traditions and their strong hold on the older
ganeration, According to the younger gensration their parents
ars not fit to live in the world of the twentieth century.
Thug 4i fferances may be olasei fiad into four oategories:
moral, political, soeial and intelleetunl.

3ome examples sorve to shed 1ight on these points:

1. When the Syrian Constitution was being revised in
the year 1950, there was a hot discussion about the religion
of the State, Must we inelude in the Constitution an artiecle
stating that the religion of the State is Telam® or must the
State be a lay institutiont Heated discussions and argumente
took place everywhere in the home, school, in public plaees,
newgpapers and parliament. The progressive, modern coneeption
of the nation and the State was opposed by the traditional
point of view, It was an open struggle between the new as
represented, in gemeral, by the younger eduocated generation,



and the old, ms represented by the older gensration, the eclergy
and sheikhs. This issues provided ocomsions for confliet ba~
tween the parsents ani thelr children, At last the 92134 won &

partial vietory concerning this iseus,

2. During the winter vaection - Dacember 1960 -~ the
students in Aleppo etruck snd demonstrated ageinet foreign
eompanise especially ageinet a Fronch owned monopoly of Tobaecco.
Ag e rogult of that demonstration there was a clesh between

the police end the studente and biood wae shed, Such incidents
1ead to conflicts botween the olier anid younger gencrntion as
roported by utudonte.‘l The gencral ettitude of pereonts to-
warde euch ecetiors on the part of their children wes One of
disapprovel, The ehildren, on the other hand, were fully con-
vire?d thet it i® theiyr duty to strike ageainet any foreigm in-
torference in our nationel affairs and to fight it. Speaking
of etrikes npothsr snid: "7t is imperative thet T do my duty
ever though I iisobey my father beonusa I feel thet my sbliga-
tion 1e towsrd the whols nution.® Stulsnts bhelisve 1t ls

the ir duty to lend the metionalist movemant in the country.

3. Some students write: "7To explain natural phenomena
soiontifically is oonsidered by my parents ae interference with
the seersts of God, henge it is a hereay ..." or "My parents

(1) out of 31 students who anawsred the guestionnaire right
after their return to the sehvol, i.8, after six days of
the strike and the olash with the polics, B stuients cited
the politicel netivity of studente as & cnuee of econfliet
with their paxranta,



belisve that to say that the earth is & planet in the solar
system, that it is round snd it rovolves around the sun is &
symptom of insanity and heremy aaun” The following incident
took place with a classmate of the writer of the above state-
mont sbout the earth, The came is ae follows: "rhe diresotor
of the Third Secondary Sehool for boys in Aleppo regeived o
letter from the elders of Shaik-Baild - & gpuburb of Aleppo - in
which they asked the direetor to expel a ecortein student from
that village from the school., The reason given was that he
belisvei in the roundness and motion of the sarth, They
olaimed that the young man wee mad and had gone astray from
the right path and they threatened that he might be nnoa."”
4. The traditional and conservative conception about
the inferior status of women has bean challenged and shaken
particularly during the last 15 years. In their struggle for
emancipation the effort of women wae directed aganinst the
veil; the symbol of their uh"ry.lm The struggle ie going
on and from one day to another women gain strength and sup-
port. This challenge of tradition and formal religion ie
very bold and the struggle is very hard becanuss of the olose

connsction, on the other hand, betwsen the concept of honor

(1) Al-Nagir newspaper issued in Aleppo, N¥. 3278, 22.3.1951.

(2) In fact, not only the effort of educated women but thet
effort of every well educated man is directed against the
veil and the conception of woman behind it,



and women, Taking off the veil thus has begome & very fmpor t-
ant issue between parents and the ir adolesoent girls. Thie
confliot is elearly revealed from the study. About 30 % of
the girle eite that velling is a source of eonfliet, But here
it must be mdied that many girls bave already taken off the
veil. The emotional tension osused by it has reached its

peak and is on the decline,

Thege and many other instances serve as evidenes of
ths faet that two antagonistie ways of 1life or two syastems of
thought exist side by side, eompeting with eaeh other in Syrim,
An 0ld system struggles for its existence against a newer one
which strives to sstablish itself and gain an over-all vietory
over the pld. The eonfliet between these two ways of life is
roflooted in the high degree of tension and unrest characteris-
ing the parent-adolescent relationships in the Moslem Syrian
family.

The oplder generation, in genersl, represents the
traditional and eonservative outlook om life. The adolesconts
in their reports say that their parents are narrow-minded,
fanatie, eonservative, They say that their parents generally
soorn everything new and glorify the o0ld; in other worde they
40 not accept the idsa of evolation and adaptation to new
conditions. Some students write: "Parents want to bring up
their children the game way as they were brought up.” That
is why we hear a father say to his son:; "Did I ever go



swimming or 4id I ever go to the movies when I wae your age®"
on the other hend, the younger generation represents
to & greater degree the new and modern outlook on 1life. The
younger generation feels the neceseity of bseoming broad~-
minded, of freeing themselves from the strong hold of tradi-
tions and of afapting themselves to the present conditions.
The youngor generation ie wore influsneed by the new tendencies
which have come as & resalt of & rapid infiltration of western
eulture into the land. TIn other words, adoleseents feel the
negeseity of becoming mofernized and consider it ms the way
to progrees.

But it cannot be puid that =ll parents are backward,
traditioniet ani conservative and that all chilidren sre pro-
gressive and modern, Three boye, for inetance, attribate the
eonflicting situstions between purernte and their ehildren, in
general, to the lack of religious training of botk. They
gsuppose® that had religion been etrictly emphasized at home
there would not bave been eny room for eonfliect. Tn other
words, smong adolescente there are somé who believe that all
our problems esn be solved only through religion.

Thus the confliet between parente mnd sdoleseconts
oan be understood in terms of & larger, wide spread confliet
embracing every aspsct of 1ife; & confliet between two eul-
tures, Thie problem is stated by Foursni as follows:

"An 914 way of thought and 1ife whieh has gone un-



challenged and fundamentslly unchanged for some hugarods of
years, finde iteelf in some way opposed, in othlro‘iiloapably
transformed by the new civiligation of the West, In conse-
ouenee, the Syriens find themselves no longsr living in a
anitad and eoherent world but torn between two worlds neither
of which is altogether their mrn."u)

syria formei & part of & world vhich hed a eiviliza-
tion of its own: religion, culture and a way of 1ife, Bvery
aspect of 1ife was regulated sccording to accepted prineiples
drawn from religious teachings and from customs. The Curan
embodiss the principles seeording to which & men should live.
on the basis of those prineiples MYoslem thinkere have estab-
1ished a moral system embrecing every sphere of human activity.
But blind superstitions and misinterpretations have taken
plaee and many erronsous views snd notions are inecorporated
in the scopé of religion., Some adplescents complain that
their mothere etill believe that: "Veshing elothes on Fridays
ig forbidden.” Suech superstitiosns were incorporested into
religion a8 & result of preveiling ignorance, cultursl stan-
nation and relative isolation from the outer worlds.

But during the last 150 years, contacts between
Syria and the world incressed grestly and the influences of
the west bogan to be felt more and more keenly. The western

civiligation cume to the Moslem Arabs as the product of infidel

(1) Hournni, A.: Syries and Tebanon, p. 69.




minds snd hunds who were not considered worthy of ecual treat-
mont with the Moslems. At the seme time 1t revealed {teslf
ag sseular threatsning uni challenging the plaes of religion.
It came msserting its superiority and ite contempt for the
4ast and thus it aroused antugonism and humiliation beeause
the Moslem Armbs, like all ieolated ethnie groupe, considered
themeslves to be superior and their religion to be supreme,

The infiltration of westorn idese during the last
century was slow, but now as & rasult of the mamaging sdvance
in the mesns of communication and traneport, the influonees
of the west ars very drastie. The mores, customs, traditions,
valoes, modes of thought and 1ife, goeinl snd politieal or-
ganisations ... all have been uniergoing a coneiderable change
and : "This process of change 18 baeoming 8o rapid thet it
threatens to ehangs beyond reeognition the Arab Cultursl
pattern., Wwestern eiviligation, with its trenchant and decinive
modsrn methods may 8o swemp ths irabs and the Year-Sastern
worlds ag to make them lose their cultural ipdividunlity.
Here then lies the central probles of the Arad world tnda:.al)

The clash betwesn the 013 and the new menifeste
{teelf in solf-divieion; self-division of the Moslem Arab na-
tion and gelf-divieion within the individusl,

The self-iivision within the indivifinel is exampli-

fi0d in the amdolesoent who triee to be modernized, to escape,

(1) Akrawi, M.: The Arab ¥World: Nationaliem and Bducation, the
Year Book o uestion, » Po .



from the strong hold of traiitions aund religion and to eman-
eipate himself from his earlier training and ite bonds but
who, at the same time, csnnot get rid of them antirely., In
this oonnsction, for instence, a girl writes that she feele
gailty whenever shs takes off the veil beeause ghe is violat-
ing a roligious taboo though ehe is eonacisusly aware that:

v Presiom and eguality with men cannot be achisved except
throuzh abolishing the veil.,"

This is in line with Hourani's idea that: "In a
gense® every Arab or at least every educated Arab of the towns,
is forced to live in two worlde. Not only his way of thought
but his soeisl 1ifs is becoming 2aily more deeyply affsoted by
Burops and Ameriea but at the heart he is still an Arab and
ususlly a Hnslun."[u

Phe Arebe are divided into those who beceme complete-
ly westernized, and those who sre, to & smnll extent, influeneed
by the West and who are afraid of wegtarn culture; and between
these two groups 1ie thuse who 4o not know to whieh group they
bélong.

The gelf-division and the uncertainty which goes with
it is revesnled in such cuestions as: Have we a truly national
eulturey What are the determinants of this culture® With so
many of our way mssuming e wastern pattern, ean we still esll

purgelves Arabs? What are the limits to whieh we ean go in

(1) Hoursni, A.: Syrie end Iebanor, p. 7Tl.




addpting westorn ways and still romein Araba?

Phig pelf-division betweon twy ways of 1ife is fall
9% inoonvenisnges. Tt may produce an abnormal tension on
mind and nerve in the individual, it may gtifle him creative
energies and may result in a profound melancholy and paralyeis
of the will., I% rovenis iteolf in general insecarity, pre-
tentiousness, eynicism and despair.

And in addition to this cultarsl phanomenon there
ars the awbivaleont emotions and foelings of the Arabs towards
the west which induce still move tension and sonfliet in them,

In gonerzl thora are faelings of aporacintion for
and rocognitiosn of the weetarn culture as saperior in meany
ragpeets. On the other hand thers are feelings of antagonism
towards it eromted by the domimation of the weet over the
Arebe whioh have resulted in taking refuge in the past glories
of the Armbs. There is & deponience upon the west for modern
gsciencges and kmowleige eontrssted with feelinge of euspieion,
doubt, bitternees and Aissprointment towarfs the wagt due to
the policy of weatern powsrs towarde the Arab pavplae of the
Near-RSast,

Tn such a state of confusion and unrest, of doubt
and insseurity eculturally a= well ss politieally, the Arabs
are ocoupiod with sume quostions which meed urgent snswers:

¥hat should be ths bases of Arab nationaliem and ite
rolation to Telam?

What ean the Arabs beemme and what can they do in the Worldy



¥hat form or degrae of wosternization will serve best to
raviva thsir croative spiritey or
"How will it bs poeeible for Arabs, by preserving or modi-
fying the 014 sni nocopting what is new, oneé more to
form n unifiad world of thought and life whiech thsy ecan
call their uwn?'(l)
Tha Armb World ie waiting for setiaefactory answers
to such questions in ordser to eolve its problems.
¥ow let us turn to discmuss some of the effeets of
the Test on the Arabs of the Nsar Rast ae adolesesnts fael
them and as they eéxprress them in their raports,
Three sffects ere revealed in their reporte and
aye considersd to be spurees of confliete batween sdolesecents
ani thair parants,
1. Questioning the plees of religion and seculer tendency.
. “maneipation of women.

3. National movement and coneefonsness.

Sepotion II

cuestioning the Plnoe of Religion and Seeular Tendeney

®ha gtudy revesls that, smong adoleseente, there is

n general discontent with ~nd resentment mgainet formalitias

o ———n - —

f1) Aonrani, A.: Syris ard Tebemon, p. 89.




of voligion as practiced by parsnts, ngninet superatitions

an3 miseoncoptions incorporated in tho framawork of religion.
1¢ ghows a trend in the minis of adoleseants to gaparnts reli-
i from tha Stats, and a trend ugninst secterianiesm which
amrhasizes religion ne o basis of goeiel orgsnisations, In
short the stndy mhows & hostile attituls on the part of adol-
apoonts toward formal rolizion ani fanaticiem, Thess are
eonsidersi, to be shstnelae £o5 progreea, unidsretaniing and
nmtionnl solidarity.

Aceoriing ta the reports of aiolosoants, some parante
raquire thoir ochildran to parform all the roligious formanl ities
sach ae the Tive 1aily preysrs nngé fausting juring Temaian and
20 9N ... An aiolegesnt bay writes: "The aime or snds of 11fe
according to my fether nre praying and faeting and proparation
for the 1ifa tharsaftar, wherens, the enie of 1ife, amccording
ts ma are progrese and adaptation to changing circumstances,”
That is why this ndolesesnt faele keonly: "The confliet that
rogults from baing obliged to live mecording to two ¢on tra-
dletory mantalitiae at tha epame time,”

3leven boys and elaven girls emphasipge ths religious
fanaticisw of their parents ae a cnuse of econfliet betwesn them
rnd their parents,

Owing to the ignorance which provails among parants
and owing to tho faet thnt thay have been brought ap in &
gtrietly conservative snd religious milicu wany perente eon-

sider schools ap centerg for tesching heresy and everything



(1)
given there 1 ngainst religion. tn ndclemesnt boy writes

thet hig father ie fully convineed thet: "Schools temeh pag-
anism snd weskens the fmith of the etudent” ani bhs gives an
eyawple nbout astronomie gaography whieh is congifared by hie
father ne hereny, The e@es ziven st the baginning of this
chapter shads 1ight on this point, Ancther adolseeont states
that: "His fathar balieves that explaining netural phensmena
means uncovaring the eecrots of God and this is nothing but
blasphemy ani falsahood.

Many other suparstitions ralated to holymen and
the iy mirsoulous Aseils serve ae eausss uf eonfliet between
perants and thoir adoleseent chilirsn who have hann, more or
leme, libarnted from thess suporstitions, through seisences and
seiontifie knowlodge, In foet séionce liberstes ths humen
mind and thus it threatens the sgtrong hold of dopmas of reli-
glon and trenditions on posople, In thie rospect an nipleseent
boy writoe: "The word Torbidden has lost its nignificance and
atrangth; the youny men recnires roasanable sxplanations for
things he mumst not do.”

A eass, which roveasls a trend in the minde of the
younger generation for seculnrization of the State, was given

(2)
slremady at the boginning of this chaptur and thare is no

(1) Tn the mprandix & enes of confliet betwesn a student and
his father around the explanation of the proceas of snow-
ing ie 11luminatineg,

() Pafay to pape 57- €0



need to repeat it here agsin,

The laet point to be considered here ie the tenieney
of adplesesnts to attack secotarianiem and its emphasis upon
religion a8 the basis for soeial organization, For a long
time, and still at present, but to a lesser degree, religion
gtood as & barrier between psople., It isolated people from
one anothar and produced hatred, dietrust and prejudice among
followers of different religione, even among different seete
of the same religion. So powerful wae the dissecting effect
of religion that the nation beoame divided amd subdivided into
groups, each with its own interests and aspirations and each
regarding the other with 8istrust and suspieion. A student
relates that during the last elections that took place in
Syria, he and his father got into econfliet with each other
begause: "My father considers that all the Moslem candidates
except the ecandidates of Moslem Brotherhood do not pray and
hence they are not fit to be leaders., BHven my father blames
the ocspdidate of Moslem Brotherhood because he spoke of
Christians in his program, &s brothere and this is terrible
pince God eursed them, In short to vote for Christian candi-
dates is forbidden." The writer had many experienees of this
kind daring the elections. This idea ig in lipne with a cur-
rent belief among the Mosloms especially, among the conserva-
tive of them, who believe that one must trust only those who
follow his religion.

The student who has been just guoted continues to say



that he was very furious at thie and that his father considered
him as a lost person who had gone astray. The ptudent consi-~
ders voting as the most ssered duty of every citiszen towards
hie ecountry =nnd it is unfortunate to have such an attitaude
towards membsrs of other religions.

8ti1l ansther inetsnce about religion and how it is
used to seggregate paopls is afforded by the following case.

A student 17 yeare old foll in love with a girl of a different
religion, The boy hoped that one day they will get married
but his parents opposed him etrongly. They said: "How do you
love a girl who is not & member of ovur supreme religion? The
gtudent’'s answer was: "Why should reliigion enter here sines we
love each other?"

It must be added that it is not true that all parents
are narrow-minded, fanatic and eonservative and that all adol-
escents sre broad-minded, liberal and modern, Some parente
are really progressive and they keep up with the requirements
of 1ife in the twontieth eentury whereas some adoleseonts
gtill have a rigid and backward mentality. But in general
religion plays a greater role in the lives of the members of
the older generation than in those of the younger onme,



Saetion I11

Moigattm of ¥Fomen

Doetor ¥urani in his monogruph on the Interaetion of
Islsmic and Wesgtern Thought in netrospset nnd Yrospect mentions
that the infiltrution of western culture into the Arab Landis
has given rise to three major interrelated movemente., One of
thage movements is sopoial which "is revealed alss by a demand
for the emancipation of women, the abolitionm of polygamy and
the vstl."(l) ?he study roveals that 16 girls are in eonflict
with their parente around the nuestion of the veil, It must
be ndded that many girls havs already tuksn of f the veil and
for them this question provides no more s cnuss of confliot.
Hourani considers that the procsse of changs in the
gtutus of woman is being speeded by one manifeatetion of westarn
eiviligation, namely, ths file which "eéxproessss & way of fom-~
inine 1ifs and a conception of the ralatione batween men and
womon whieh are far from those provalent in the Islamie WUTI&TE,
After mnﬁy canturise, during which womsn were consid-
ered as a means for man's enjoymont, woman, especially during
the 1laat 20 years, began to shake off the strong hold of tra-
dition. And now women are after equulity with men, after be-

ing recognized as worthy human being.

(1) Rarani, H.: The Interaction of Islemic and Westerm Thought
in Retrospec¥ and Trosp20t, P. D

(2) Hourani, A.: Syria and Lebanon, p. 93.



Aceording to the girl'e reporte many perents still
belisve that women are not egual to men and that they are
1nfbrlur.(1) The current beliaf eamong people whe ther men or
women is that: God oreated the woman with half the mental
sniowment as men, WHence girle will not be given the seme priv-
{leges and opportunitiss ae boye. According to the study, many
parants want to terminate the edueation of their girle as early
es poseible, and, if they do meeept to send their girle to
geoondary schools, they heeitate to send thewm to the university.
¥hy? Beonuss the university moans oco-education. Since tradi-
tione and religion do emphasize the seggregation of the two
soxes therefore to have siolescént hoys anangirls ptudy in the
same institution is not usually taleratod.(k) Bat girle are
{insisting on segondary education and more and more on continu-
ing their study in the university. Here is a situstion that
gives rise to recurrent conflicts between girle and their par-

ents. A girl writes that her father was asked whether he would

(1) Thoso who believe that women are infarior to men resort to
the Curan to justify their belief and interpret it in line
with their intereegt., The .aran saye: ",..and eall to wit-
nesg two witnegses of your neighbouring men; bat if thers
be not twp men, let there bs a man #nd two women of those
whom ye shall chooss for witnesses... Ch.: 2, Verse 282,
Vol.: I. In another pluce: "¥en shall have the pro-eminence
above women,,.” Ch. 4, Verse 33, Vol.: II., In another
plaece nieo: "...a male shall have ae much as the portion of
two females”, Ch. 4, Verse 175, Vol.: II.

(2) There ip one governmmental sechool in Jableh in whieh co-edue-
ation is followed, The reacon ie the laek of a school for
girls, The number of girle ie very emsll and even boys and
girle of the school 82 not talk with each other.



gond his daughter to the university. He replied that he was
not yot dscided but he would try. The girl got angry snd said:
vgirls must be considered and troated as sgusl with boys now-
adays;” She says that at that moment she was full of hatrod
agninst, and jsalous of the othor ssx. Another girl writes
that parents 4o not fesl the necessity of ednocating woméen -
their zirls - 80 that they oouid not have eontects with men,
she continues to say thut oven whon parsunte fiud it necesseary
to 1ive up %o the reguirements of the preeent they send their
girle to slomontary echools but 39 not allow them to continae
teyond the seeondary stuge in srder not to mix with the other
80X,

How to got equality® Women find one way to nehieve
it; it is through libarating themselves from the slavery of
man which ig symboliged by the veil, A girl writes that: "It
feg only throagh taking off the veil that we cun get froeldom
ani squality.” But the veil is esngidered an sssential dlement
in treditions ana religion ~ though religion dowus not reguire
the voll ae it is actually practicsd. The important thing is
that the veil, es it ie now, is & part of raligion ascording
ts> many perents. Thas thay cannol tolerate willingly their
girle 1f they want to take off the vall,

Az it has alresdy boen stoted, girls feel guilty whan
they taks off the vail boesuse they are viglating a religious
tabop. Here is a gituntion giving rise to severe eonfliets in

the first plmnoo betwoon paronts and their aiolesoent girls and



in the seeond plucge within the girls themselves,

Thus the adolesoent girl is faced with a complex of
problems firet of which to be recognized by her parents ae a
grown up psrson snd no more as a child, seeond, to be treated
on a basis of equality with boys, and third, to be emancipmted
from the ties of traditions and formel religion, as symbolized
by the veil,

The effort uf the progressive elements in Syria to
eneure the liberation of women has resulted in & partial vietory
whieh i® neverthelese a very significant one, The new eonsti-
tution of Syria, ispued in the year 1950, accorded the edugated
wanentl) the right to vote mnd this right wase practiced in the

last elections.

Section IV

Bational Movement

"The main influence of western eivilization on Arsb
1life 1lies in the rising tide of pationalism and the movement
for indepenfienee® which pervade the ontire Arab World, Tn the
main this movement ie a direet contribution of Western ednou-

(2)
tion,"

(1) The women must have the elementary schuol cortifioate -
Certifieat d'atule elementaire - in orier to be allowei to
vote,

(2) Turani, E,: The Intaraction of Islewmic & Western Thought im
Retrospect und Prospect, Des B.




Consciousness of & common language and traditions
coupled with fesling of pproeition, whether resl or imaginary,
give rise to an intense gentiment known as natinnaliln.(l'

During the seeond helf of tho nine teenth century the
Aranbs began to discover thelr paet glories and undertook to
rovitalige the Arabic lenguage and culture, Thie movement was
a direct reesult of the work of echools at that time and an
offoet of the sniightemmant that ceme from the west. Arabd
poets began to sing tho sohiavements of the Arabe, their glories,
their literature and dream about & glorious fnturu.(a‘ At
that same time thsre was a resl opposition to the fulfillment
of the mepiratiosns of the Arabs by the Ottoman Turks. Tater
on Franes and Great Britain were believed to constitute an
obstaele in the way of indepeondence and gelf-determination of
the Arab esuntries,

The desire of the Arabs for independence and eslfi-
detsyrmination came as a reenlt of their desire to squal the
west and since the west “set velue upon the independenced ani
power of the national state... the Arabs too must be independ-
ent end powerful and wodern in their esoeial organisltion.”’S)

Moreover every nntion must have the right to be indepsndent

(1) ®snse, Yicolae, Gomparntive Hdneation, p. 216, Toutledge
and Xegan Paunl Ifg., Tondon, 1950,

(2) Antonious, G.: The Arvab Aweksning.

(3) Hourani, A.: Syria ard Tobanon, P. 100,




and free from the control of othar nations,

The study is concerned with the role of adoplesoents
in the national movement sas & souree of confliet between them
and the ir parents.

According to the study ls‘l)atndontt, all boys, had
eonfliote with their parents bscganuse of politionl affiliations
and nationaliste feelinge, Aecoriing to their reporte, their
parents dp not approve at sll of the role whiech they play in
polities. Soms paronts think that they sens their ehildren
to sehoole to isarn und not to strike and einceé the students
are enthusiaetic about what they eonsider their nstional daty,
thay get into eonfliet with their parente, Children are
threatonsd by their parente that they will no longer bhe allowed
to g0 to schoole if they strike again., They ususlly submit
and promise their parents that they will not strike at all,
but sooner or later they strike anid Aemongtrate again and over
again,

A student writeg that hie father dpes noet eare whether
foreign companiee remain or beoome nationsnlized wherees the
student feele he has an obligation towarde his nation. This
obligation coneluts in ewakening the peoprle to the d=ngers of

foreign companies in respeet to national independence and

(1) Among thess 13 boys, 5 out of 31 boys who took the quese-
tionnaire right after their return to sehool after the
atrike, state that they had econflicts with their parents
about nationel metivity of the etudents,



sovereignty. Another boy statee that: *I eoneidsy my parti-
cipation with my fellows in the strike apaninat forsign com-
panise as A national obligntion whereas my father eomgiders
it age foolishneuegs and waete o7l fime,,.”

Thus students have como to think of themamolves as
active leadere in the nationaliet movament nnd etruggls,
Doetor Altrawi commwents upon this Tuct se Followe: "In eoun-
tries where polltical exparicnce is a new thing, whore a
iargs proportion of the population ie illiterste or with a
vary iow standard of education and whare many of the leaders
ero not umong the buet 2ducatod men in the eountry, college
and university stadonts feel that ... they know the probloms
of thoir eountries snd oan thereford puss correct jadgments
about thom und that they sre in daty bound to perticipate
actively and to lead if necessary, politioanl and national
nuvouonta."‘l)

And herc we aro faced with the problem of strikes
and depors trations whieh have bsoome g0 vioplemt and rseurrent
ae to bsoome & real problem to the govermments and schopl aun-
thorities,

Qan we think of theee astrikes ani domonstrations in
a new 1llghty In comnuetion with the domminanecs of parcnts it

was montioned that these etrites may b2 understood as an outlet

(1) Akrawi, M.3 The Arab *orld: Xationalism and Kiucation, the
Your Book of Gducation, s be » -




for rebslliousness of sdplescents against parental dominance.
And here alsop, this problem may be viewed as & resetion toa
desp oultural confliect within the student and the nation,
Doetor Xurani expresses this point of view as follows: "The
Arab student is proud of his religion, civilization and na-
tionality; but his wosterniged eincation has prevented him
from being sufficiently rootsd in his tradition to mequire an
adequnte panse of ite values or to arrive at an intelligent
understsanding and appreciation of the spiritusl and intelleotusl
meaning of Islam or Arab nationalism... His onviromment and
the world politieal developments serve fto exaggorate the gap
which exists between him end his people, on the one hand, and
between him and the foreigner on the other hand. Tn his
gearch for & new object of worship the most appesling ideal
1ies in the politieal sphers, To the attaimment of his coun-
try's political enide he gives himself with :ul."n) Being
young and zealous sdolescents resct strongly and their actions
are often highly emotionally charged,

From another point of view these strikes may be
viewsi as a reaction to the political inescurity of Syria.
Politiesl insecurity is due to external fmotors, namely, the
attitules of Western powers towarde the Arab world imcluding
Syria since the elose of the First World Var and to internal

fuctors alep, The younger generation comes to realize from

(1) Xurani, H.: The Interaction of Islamic & Western Th
in Retrospes rospeet, p. .




time to time that some of the leaders of the nationalist move-~
ment betray the national agpirations snd dupe the poople to

the extent that the younger generation has lost eonfidence in
the metusl pressnt leaders, That is why strikes are directed
not only agninet foreign interference bat ale o against nationsl
loeal govermments.

The lseck of confidence in some of the present leaders
may account for the faet that adolescents want to assume leader-
gship in the nat ionel movement and fsel intensely their duty
towards the nation,

tn sdolesoent boy writes that when he ceme buck home
he bagan to ennumerate the dangers of foreign companies and
elaimed that it is the duty of every citizen to rebel against
these comprnies., He continucs to tell that hies father seonlded
him and told him to mind his own business but he explodedi and
gaid: "We have a duty toward our nation, it consists of awaken-

ing this sleeping peopls.”



CHEAPTEBR IV

8:_!5;9_“1 one and Recommeniations

gp far the two major csusss of eonfliet between
parents and their adolesoent children, namely: lack of ander-
standing of the psyehology of adplescencs by parents and the
cultural gap between tho younger and the older generatiom,
have heen considered, And in the preceding sections it has
been clearly shown that the parent-adpolescent relationshipe
in the Moslem Syrisn Pamily are often gcharacterized by vary-
ing degree of tension to the extent that family life becomes
disorganiged and unsatisfecetory and in some oases extremely
trying to both the adpleseent und his parents.

It is really a sorry state of affairs and it ealls
for careful attention and consideration on the part of every
person concerned with the sducat!i on and the welfare of youth;
in other words the welfare of the nation since adolescents of
today will be the sdulte of tomorrow and will be the parente
of the next generation. Well-adjusted adpleseents are likely
to develop into well-adjusted adulte since good adjustment at
any period of life is a refleetiom of the periods whieh preo-
ceded it.

The psychology of delingmency recognizes the far
reaGhing effecte of bad homes and the severe oonfliets and
thwartings arising in them, on the pers mality development of



the individual, The saying that the maladjusted of yesterday
may be the delincuent of today and the eriminal of tomorrow
is signifieant.

For these remsons and bocauss we believe that eduea-
tion must be conesrnsed with the total growth of the individual,
one of our concérns, s teachers, will be how to minimize or
avoid confliet situations in the family and how to help students
meot them.

How een we avoid confliete within the family?

In the questionnaire given to students there was
the following 1item:

Have you any sdviee (suggestion) that you ean give
to both parents and children so that they mey avoid, =as mueh
as poseible, these confiiots smong themeelves?

120 boys and 42 girls gauve some suggoetions whieh
appear in tables IV and V.

Tabls IV

Adviee given by 120 adoleseent boys to minimize confliets with
their parents.

Advige Fregquency
1. Children should obey their parents and be patient b4

(four of them insist upon blind obedience)
2. Parents should give more freefom to their ohilirem 456
%. Mutual respect and cooperation between parente and
ohildren 40



Advice Fregunenoy
4. Parente shoull broaden their horizone ani meet

the demnnde of the present time 26
5. Parente ghould provide for everything thought
nsgeseary by their ehildren 2l
6. Paronts should guide thsir children through discus-
gion and convietion, not through foree 12
7. Paronts should not rosart to beating, they ehould be
tolerant 16
8., Children should not a8k for many things
9., Childron should be tactful & wise with their parents
10, Parents ehould be impartinl in treating children

;m o, =N W

11. Fathers shoull not got & seoond wife
12, Parents and children ehould not diecuse thinge
when they are angry
13. Parents should accept whut their chiliran teaech them

14. Parsnts should dsvote more time for their ehil dren

L+ B - -

15, Frankness between par:2nts and adoleseents

out of 124 boys who answered the questionnaire, 1270 gave their
advieo,



6.
v.
8.

Teble ©

Adviee given by 42 adolescent girle to minimige
conflicete with their parents,

Advios

Children should gbey thair parents
(8 of them ineist upon blind obedience)

¥utual regpeot and cooperation between parents and
children

Parents should give wore freedom to their children

Parente eshould provide for everything thought
negessnry by their children

Parante should broaden their horizone and meet the
demands of the present time

Parents should not resort to beating and eeoliing

Fathere should not get a seconi wife

Children shouid be tactiul and wise with their
parente

Children should not ask for many things

Freguengy
17

17

1k

11

Now lot as consider their suggestions ani see what
they think about them,



Children should obey their parents and be patient

54 ndolesesnt boys,or about 45 € and 17 adoleseent
girls, or sbout 40 € coneider that to avold eonflicte with
their parsnts, the adolescents should obey and respeet their
parsnts, 4 boys and 3 girle ineist upon blind obedienece.

Adolepcente say thst they muet obey firet and then
discuee with their parents and they must not forget that theair
parente want the iy welfars, Adoleescents must consider their
parente 2 guides who have the right to gnide them anid dirset
them in the rigzht way.

Adolasesants give pore reasone why they must obey
their paronts. Some of the remsone are:

1, Religion teénchee and emphasizoe it,

2, Traditions approve obedione® and do not tolerate dis-
obodisnce, And also the man who i obeyed and respected
by his childreon is respectod among ovther men,

&. Parants are more exporionced ani wise, They have been
tanght in the school of 1life,

One andoloscent writes that: "The amdolescent must
roalize how much effort and onergy ie exsrted by his parents
and how many diffieultiers they heve to overcome in order to
ingure hie living, schooling snd edueation.”

But the quoetion is: does obeiisnece remove the
caus2s of confliet® No, obeaiisnce does not attaek the souree

of oonfliet, it only deals with the opeon manifestation of con-



fliet. Adplescents say that thoy muet bear their parents no

mattor how much they suffer.

Parents should give more freeiom to their children.

The second imnortant suggeetion ie that parents
ghould give more freeiom to their children, bat within limite.
fhese limite should be invercoly proportional to the degree of
maturntion of the ehild, the momr thes child becomes mature,
the lees restrictions plucedi upon him. The main idea here,
according to the aidolesecente, is that paronts must roslise
that their adolescent child is no longer their emall baby,
Children must anjoy more opportunity for self-dirsction, and
must be trained tyv aspums responeibility, Parants must give
their chiliren fresiom of choice® snd must encouraga them to
devond upon themsslves, Paronts must give their children
freelom to expresg their opinions and views and must Sncourage
them to 4o so. Paronts should not plan beforehani the eareer
or the type of study for thair ehildran beeause these things
must be determined smccording to the chili'es inclinatione ani
aptitades, Parents should grent their children more freedom
to participate in soeinl 1life, to preetice hobbies, athletie
netivities, st cetera,

Adoleseents say that oppression causes explosion,
it 40ee not nllow the growing self of the adoleseent to develop.

80 the adolescent must be given more fresedom to enbance his



gelf-respect and self-adequsaey.

An adoleseent writes: "Children must be given an
ppportunity to 1ive as men.” BStated in psychologicnl terms
the guiding prineiple is that: relative freedom commensurate
with the level of maturation of the adolesesnts is neceseary

in order to develop mature adults.

Mutual respect and coopearation between parents and sdoleseents

The zuiding prineiple here is that: parents should
treut their children in such a way thnt ehildren feel that they
ars ragpsetsd by their parents and they are considered by them
as grown up. Parents must treat their children in the same way
as they want thoir children to treat them, i.e, with respect.
Parents eshould respect their cehildren for their own individual-
ity and not as a moans through which they fulfiil their desires
and wishes, Accoriing to the nﬂoloncent-)raportn this regpect
for ehildran will be evijenced through:

1. Tha father muet consider his son mns a friend with whom
ke discusses matters freely, he must reespect his child's
personality and ehould not appsar ss & dietator.

2. The father must consider his son as & brother with whom
he has comwon intereste, The popular saying whieh is
most often not applied ie: "Whéen your eon grows up, make
him your brother."

8. Adolesgente should have their place im the family, should



be informed sbout important things and should bs given
a ohanee to discuse the family affairs with their
parents. An adoleseent writeg "parents must make their
adpleseent child feol that he is a respected mémber in
the family, through sllowing him to know about the
ma jor problems of the family.”

4. Parents should not willfully hurt the feelings of their
ehild, espscially in the presence of pthers,

Parente should brosden their horizons and meet the

denands of the present.

Adoleseents suggest that their parente must come to
realize that the world is changing very rapidly and that the
environment in which they lived is radieally different from
the environment of today. Children quote the Great Caliph
omar who 13 centuries mgo eaid: "Do not bring up your children
the same way as you were brought up beeause they are borm to
1live in a world different from yours.”

Adpleseents suggest aleo that their parents must get
rid of their rigid, erystallized mentality and mugt adapt them-
golvas to the ohanging circumetances. Parents must become
tolerant of the new idems and concepts. This will be achisved
through being educated or re-educated. This plan for re-edue-
ation talls on the shoulders of the govermment,



gome adplesesnts sey that they cannot give any adviece
to their parents because parents are 80 rigid that they cannot
be changed, Therefore children must be tactful apd wise in
dealing with their parents, in other words, ehildren must not
heedlesely attack what their parents believe in, This last
idea is given by seven boys and two girls.

The emphasin heore is on broadening the horizong of

parents through re-education.

parents should provide for everything thought necessary
by the sdolescents.

According to the adolescents: parents muet provide
for the necessities of their children so that ohildrem will mot
resort to other means in order to satiefy their needis, But
many psrents are very poor, & fact which raises the gquestion
of eradieating poverty es en adolosgent boy writes: "If we
sradicated poverty and ignoranee, no econfliots would take plaege.”

Adoleseents think that to sradieste poverty, the
standard of living of the family must be raieed. An adolesoent
thinks thet the duty of the government is to insure an income
gufficient for the family so that the members of the family
will not be haniicapped.”

Tt muat be sdded that some adolescents suggest that
parents give their children sllowances for a long and definite



period; this measure trains the adolescent in responsibility
and tesches him the value of money and how to economigs, In
this respeet Crow and Crow mention that: "Phe handling of
money is & part of the growing up process, and svery boy or
girl needs experience in using money, in order to develop &
better understanding of its value,.. dvery teen-age school boy
or sohool girl should be given an allowance und shonld reeeive

(1)
definite guidance in budget wmaxing.”

Parents should not resort to beating snd seolding;
they should be tolerant,

Ageording to the mdolescents beating makes ehildren
feel hatred mgainet their parents end makes thom think of un-
desirable thinge. Parents muet not punish their children for
avery faunlt, edpecinlly for minor ones. Parente should be
tolarant, kind and wmerciful,

Oloeely connseted with this sugpestion is the very
important suggestion adolescents give, namely: Guidance is
accomplished through discussion and eonvietion and not through
faree.

Tn tho preceding pages it was mentioned that adoles-
cents suggest that they must consider their parente as guides
and hers they reslige that this guidance ean only be achieved

(1) Orow and Crow; Qur Teen-Age Boye and Girle, p. 89.



through discussion and not through foroee. Pesychol ogy eshows
that punishment may inhibit the wrong act but it does not show
the right one,

pParents through their sympathy and affection for
their child can make him seek their guidence willingly when
he needs it. Conklin comrents in thie respeot aa follows:
"Phose mombers of the family group who are in adolescence will
achiove moant by f3eling that in thelr parenta they may find
gourens of wigdom but not dietation, friends to whom they may
go for counsel, frisnis who are aftay all far more intimate
than friends, who oan begsuse of their deeper understanding
aidl in facing the probleme of 1life auunhont.*u’

In addition to the alroady mentioned suggestions
there are gome others as: Chiliren must not ask for many things;
they must reslize the possibility that their paronts eannot
provide for them averything they ask for.

Paronts should be impartial in dealing with their
children o that there willnot be desorimination among children.
Beonues an adpleseent writes: "The child who is deseriminated
against feels hatred towards his brother... and that ie what
I felt."

Pathers should not get & second wife, because the
stop-mother ig not and esnnot be a real mother., In the onse
of the presence of a step-mother, the home atmosphere is
always in a eorisis.

There must be full frankness between parents and



their children, Children must not fear their parents. Three
boys insisted upon sex sduestion., An adoleseent tells about
the severe shock he had when he was 14 years of age beoaus®
h® learned about marital relationshipe., He was very much die~
appointed and this discovery affected him very deeply.

parents and children slike should not discues things
when angry beosuge they are oarried by their heightened emo-
tions at that moment and they may say thinge whieh they regret
later.

parents must learn from their ehildren, they must
acespt what their children belleve in. Finslly one std ent

requires that parents should devote more time to their children.

Phege are the different suggestions given by the
stuients and it is cuite obvipus that they include some good
construotive thoughts, In their analysis of the causes of
sonfliot and in their suggestions for removing these causes
the sdolesesnts reveal a natural desire for achisving status

and recognition.



ADDITIONAL RECOMM

Immedinte Sugpe gtions

Tn addition to the foregoing sugges tions given by
the stulients the writer belisves that the school must assume
an important role in respect to this problem, Some other
measures should be taken in order to avold eonfliets or to
nelp releane feelings and emotions on the part of tha adoples-

cents, Some of the immedinte measures are:

1. Provision of good teschers, wWho are well treined;
teschers who belisve that eduestion must be concerned with the
total growth of the student emotionally, ®oeiamlly, phyeieally
ap wall as intelleetually.

£. Providing for adequais training in peyeholozy parti-
oularly in the fisld of the peychology of adoleseence in teacher
training eollsges 80 that prospective teuchars will bogoms

swars of adplusconts' problems sund will underastand them and

their importance in order to give thom snough ears and attention.

S. Peachers should be given more freesdiom and opportunities
to disouss the problems of their students with them,6 whether in
the elaes room or outside, Teachers should be given freeiom

from the inecubue of the examinations and the rigidity of eurri-
eulum and be allowed to achiove thair edncstional task more fully.



4, Provision of well trained school veychologists ard
eounselors - at leavt im large schoovls ~ to help stuiente moot
and golve theiy problems apd to sequaint othor tesohers with
the Student Parsonnel Foint of View (8,7,P.V,). Or et lesst
school prineipals zhould be treined in or bseome enthusisetie

about suck = plan,

b. Introducing a good testing program for voeatiomal
as woll as for eduoational zaidance in schools, Here there
is the negessity for & well trained body of specislists in
the field of teets and measurements, in order to guide each
ptudent in 1line with his interests and aptitudes,

6. Holding special eireles in the sumwsr for inetance,
where teachers discuss earefully the probleme of adolesesnts
thwy encounter, How to approach these problems and how to
g0lve them in a way that insures & wholsgpome Aevelopment of
the student personality.

Summay eamps Tor adoleseonts must be vprovided for
and b9 eéncoureperd, In thege esmpes adpleseonts nre trained to
talk on or to assumo wore rvesponeibility for self-direetion
and self-govermment, Perente muet bs convinced nut omly to
allow their childrsn to join such esmps bat to enoourage their
chiliren to go to thom,

8. Here gomes the necessity of establishing school-home
réolationshipe and contasets.
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Throngh informal interviews, teachsars must help
perents to realize that the neeile of their children Ademand
mors of theilr time and thought than they are giving now to
suech problema, Peachars-paronte sssociations pshould bo se-
tablished and toachars shoulld take the initintive sinee parents
are still rsluctant to taks sueh u forward stap. The idea he-
nind the association ia to establish desired contuots with the
home "The beat assoeiations are those whieh work for intelli-
gont eo-operative velations betwoen the home and the -ohonl."u)

It may be hoped that sohonls and eolloges take more
ragpons ibility for helping parents to sceopt now idens and
practices along with thair chiliren ani for assisting parsnts

to reiduce the present conflict within the femily.

9. Child-guidance clinics should be sptublished, at
least in large cities, to whieh ssynre casos are referred in
order to glve thuom beftor and more adnquats troatment, These

olinies will sexve for peronts too,

10, An intersating program of talks, lectures and artieles
addressed to the pubdlie through the radio, on megazines, re-
views and newspapsrs... in which effort is firegted to arouse

in parents an interest %o congider the problems of their ehil-
dren, to think sbout them &end to geek professional edviee when

nocessary.

11. A similay program should be estublished for sdolos-

(1) Jaskese a8l Ruavise; Dutiss of School Principels, p. 740.



ounts the aim of whieh 18 to assist adolesesnts to gain batter
insight into their own problems and their peyebologlesl mekn-ap.

Long Range Regomrendati ong

Together with these practical suggestions which may
be immediately implemented, thore are others of a long range
nature which require eareful planning but which 2t the spame

time nre designed to help mehieve s botter solution,

s - Recongidersntion of the aime of edueation eni of
seeoniary schools, The tim should bs the totsl growth of the
student,

2. gurriocula ghould be reviped im order to serve the
aim wo have in mind. 'n other words the ewrrieulum must be
wore flexible to meet the noede of the ehild and to give the
oroative teacher an opportunity to eduonte the child as a

total imdividunl, When the curriculam and the tenching methods
oonsider the intersste of the child his Adiffionltice and emo-
tional probleme, then Lis education will contribute pignifie-
antly to his adjustment,

3. Much more attention should bé given to extra-eurri-
eular activities, The extra-eurricular program should inelude
opportunities for stuwlents to develop their interests and
skills along any line. The objeetives are primarily: "self-



Asyalopment, self-expreseion, the pursnit of hobbies sni soelal
gra'th.:"l)

Xoo's study of 4iffserent books and artiolss on the
affacts of thess setivities rsvasl the following sffects in
orier of importunes. "Streseipg the valuns 9f training ip
soms pivie Eoecisnl moral relstionghips, ewphasis on eocializa-
tion resulting from participetion, treiming for leslership,
{mproviment of digeipline, evopsration, training for citizen-
ship in a demoeracy, training for reoreational ani ssthetie
psr%ioipatian.'fa}

The prineipls hare is to maks avery stulent feel the
negessity of and participuts willingly in these setivities.

To eneourage thoss who are away from them is very necessary,

they may need them most.

4, The negeseity of a large wideepread eowprshansive
plan of ndnlt edneation.
Soma of the goals of sdnlt sdneation meeording to
syuonﬂo(S)ara:
A. To onmbla parsnts to meet u changing world with intelli-
gonee and sdcurity.
B, To induge thewm ts svanlante their sxpericnces motives,
bokoavior as welil as their aim in dealing with their

ehildren.

(1) goles, L.: Puychology of Alolasgones, . 261,

(2) Conklin, T.: Prineiplas of rdplesesnt Psychology, p. 186,

(3) svugg;l. P.: fhe Dynamies of Purent-Chili Relationships,
P. .



C. To assigt them in devaloping skille and techniques for
dealing with situstione arieing from their fumoations anm
parents.

D. To expani ani snrich th® total 1ife of the family.

Symonds snys that helping to influenee parente in
what they do is the provinee of sdueation, but helping to
influsnce thew as to whnt they feel is the provines of psycho-
thorapy which i more important then the other.

Sueh ¢ progrom of rndult edueation must be realiged
through the ecooperative efforte of community, organizations

end the povarnmant.

6. The necessity of introducing a aystem of oounseling
and psychotherapy plan in the school snd if poswible outeide,
Rogers conelders the peychotherspeutic gituation ss
an opportunity for growth., Psychotherapy makes for growth
begcause the person who comes for therapy gaine ine ight into
his problems and gains confidence in coping with them, Tn
peyehotherapeutic situntion nagative feelings are rolenged
end guilt sbout them is rolugedi, this releass helpe to pain
insight and pernits the mme positive feelings to be sxpreased
eince thers is no more Iinhibition, The purpose of therapy is
therufore the more adequats development of the individumal,
3ymonds states the mnin aim of peyohotherapy as: "to help the
individunl to necept himsel? mors fally snd to become more

(1)
nelf-diracting and socurs in his relations with otharse,"

(1) Symonde, P.: The Dynsmios of Parent-child Relationships,
P 1“-“0



It must be adied hare that therupy for the chili ie
more effagtive whan coupled with the therapy for perente se-

poeislly for problems arising in parent-child relationshiyps.

6. The school mugt tesneh the worth amd dignity of meanual
work and should provide opportunities for stulents to work and
anrn money,

Any kind of work ehould be respegtel ag long as it
eontributes to the penersl welfare of soelety. In adiition,
mwaaual work sccording to Pestaloszi, has edueationsal valuwss in
gpiritual snd eultural development, The school should no more
prapare only for white eollar Jobs ae it does nowadays., Thie
cannot be done ap long a8 the standaurd of living of manmal
workers, whethor laborers or poeasants, is very low, Respset
for work oomes when it is well peid,

The writer belioves that opportunitive must be pro-
vided for the sflpleoseent to work ani sern wmoney in order to
econtribute tp the family finenees snd to begin tuv support him-
gelf, It ie throungh work and through esrning money that the
ndolagoent vill necapsarily be respscted end trounted me s

grown up by his perunte,

T The writer bhelieves that the sochoovl must be a eo-
sducational institution and seox eiucstion mast be introfiucesd

in schools. The idea of sex-segregution should be abolishesd,

d. The oommunity should proviie for differant reorsation-

sl setivities of all kinds sund types,



Parents should be encouragei to participate with
their children in these ametivities in a friendly and not au-
thoritative spirit. And thus the ideal of the parent as a
brother or a friemd ean be realized,

9. Bffort must be directed toward making desirsble homes
for adolesoents, A desirable home for aidolescents has the
following main charsctoristics:

(t)“It allows ite childrem to grow up.

(b) It do%s not pass on its own maladjustments.

fe) It'is willing to modify externals.

(4) It provides a haven of security st all times of stress.

(e) It koops a harmonious balance emong ite members.

(f) Tt serves as a model,

(g) It is a stimulating and interesting place.

(h) It contains a complete family olrclo."u,

Some of these suggoetions may sesem to be utopian
but direct and enthusiastic effort on the part of all will
realize them eventuamlly,

The important job is to change the sttitudes of
parents towards their children, because® un® se attitudes sna
motives behind them are ochanged behavior eannot be redireoted,

At the same time alolesoents should have the right
education under the best possible teschers.

(1) Cole, L.: Psychology of Adolescenegs, p. 301,
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CONCLUSION

The eonfliot betweon parents ani their adolescent
children ie one ma jor problem among many others in Syria,
These problems are all elosaly connected and interdependent,
To deal effectively with one problem one must be aware of the
total pattern,

All of Syria's probleme are reflegted in Aifferent
types of confliet hotween parents and their adoleseent echil-
dren. Tn faet theee conflicte may be considered as the out-
ward manifegtation of the rroblems of the mation as & wholse,
or an indication of the instability and unrest which prevail
all owr the gountry.

Syria has been undergoing a deep and radical change
in avary way of life, This change is going on, someatimes at
a rapid pece and somatimes less rapidly. This makes for in-
segurity about the present as well as about the future,6 an
inseourity whiech reveals itself in a feeling of econfusion,
pretentiousnese, cyniecism, despair and melancholy.

On the moral side, religion is losing ite hold om
and aathority over people., At the same time there has not
yot been formulated another fdeal to which & psrson ean give
hi® loyalty. There is a widespresd attitude of indifference
and ungooperativeness, distrust and lack of confidence among

the peoples. The formmlities and supswrficial aspects are
mh.“‘. U[rn.uw—c,{ wtie 10 craen e aud Cie % _H__‘(-M__( (o olaed ars
,,LL} [LL [t"( -



Culturally we have drifted away from the Arabo-Islamie
culture and yet we d0 not bslong completely to the Suropean,
How much shall we retain of our paet? What shall we rejegt®
Fow shall we adapt and reconcile the 0ld with the new? All
these are pressing questione, they demand satiefactory answers
if the Syrians are to regain their peychologionl security.

On the economic eide, more things are being demanded
by an inorsasing number of the population, This reguires a
higher standard of family income. But the means of produetion
are elementary and natural resourees are not adeguatsly devel-
opol.u}u addition to the faet that women who constitate half
of the population dp not partieipate in efficient productive
work. Production ie poor and the producers, espeeially farmers,
8till live on a low level hecsuss of their limited income,
Bquality of opportunity does not exiet. The eeonumic balange
wvas until last ysar defieisnt and there ig & widespread appre-
hension about an impending economic catastrophs, Thie eppre-
hension hae its deep effects upon both parents and adolesecente.

On the sodlal pides the pattern of the family life is
changing and the relationships betwsen its membere are changing
too. New eooncepts of democrsey, freeiom, equality and mutual
respaet are taught in schools but not applied at home, Women
are emancipating thomselves and their movement ie stromgly op-

posed by the conservative members of the soeiety.

(1) Refer to Warriner; Land and Pow% in the Near Sasgt, for a
discussion on Peuidalism an 8 0 ot® on produetion and

poverty.



On the political side, nationalism i® not yet well
formulated and ite relationships to religion and other minority
groups are not yot well defined., Syria is politieally insecure
because it is beset with dangsrs coming from outeide and from
ingside., Some of its leaders on some oocasions seemed to betray
national aspiratione, The gueetion is who ehall lead the na-
tional movement? The younger generation or the oplder one?
and what are the disadvantagee of each? 2Znd how shall be our
rolations with the western powers®

This brisf pregentation of our major problems in
gyria shows that the confliet between the older sand younger
generation is elosely connveted with every one of these pro-
blems, In faet, in the discussion of the ocauses of confliets
it wae clearly shown that confliets between paronts and their
ndolescent children esnter around moral and religious concepts,
around financial iseunes, saround sooial problems as abolishing
the veil and emancipation from traditions and around politieal
questions and the national movement. On the other hand all
the problems of Syria are elosely connectesd and emsnnot be
dealt with separntely. For instance, the politieml problem
cannot be solved unlese solutions for the cultural, eseonumie
and social problems are formulated and well defined,

The confliot betwesn the 0ld ae representsd generanlly
by the older generation and the new ag represented gonerally

by the younger generation is likely to remain sinee 1ife is



going on and sinece the world is changing continuously. The
degree of dfscrepanscy botween the 0ld and the new, the tempo
or rate of the change and the flexibility of both parents
apd children will determine the acuity of thie problem. Here
comes the role of eduecation in making this conflict less in-
tanse and in ameliorating the situation. The writer believes
that this eonfliet emnnot be eradicated completely or perm-
anently. This imposes on soeiety the necessity for consider-
ing and reeonsidering continuously the ways and means of how
to deal with these conflicte in the light of the ehanging eir-
cumstanges.

We neod a reform, an aver all reform that treate
&1l our problems ani eveisl ills,

Where do we begin® Ve must begin with soeiety, home
and in the school simultaneously.
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Ago : 16 Boy
Onee, while I wee going to school in the morning, T

met a school girl to whom T was introduced by wy sister snd
we went to school together,

It 414 not come to my wind thet meoompanying & girl
would inenr the displeasure of my mother who was watching me
from the window., As I csme buck howe I weg gquostioned by my
mothsr about that girl., T veplied: "she lg my sister’s frienmd ™
My mother said: "Your sistor'e friend!!! How dare you talk ¥ith
hor?" T answerel: "What is wrong with it?" Them my mother got
furioug »nd shouted: "You!! impudentl!™

My mother begame angry with me and my fether inter-
vened and both of thewr decided not to telk with me if T ever
do it agein, I tried and tried to convince them that there
is no harm in walking with a girl bnt)huoa.

My feilure, in this regpect, was due to their fanatie
and prejudiced approach to the whole question of the mingling
of the pexes,

They went on saying that God forbide disobedience to
perents, T was obliged to submit and I felt that they aimed at
insulting we but when T thought the question over I excused my
parents for they grew up in & completely different time,

That incident mede me not to seccompany any girl-friend
to school unlese I am out of sight of my parents,

N.B,:In addition to the fanntic nttitude of the pmrente, this
adoleseent gives another ressm for confliot with his parents,

namely: that parents do not have natiomalistie feelinge.



Age: 16 Boy

Most conflicts hotwoen my parents and me are dus to
tho fact that my fathsar is old Ottoman minded. That is why he
oontradiets me in everything. For example, he does not approve
of the idea of politieal parties, hates sll party ereeds and
olanimp thet "The Quran is our congtitution mnd it is the only
ons.” Thue he opposes tha idea of students interfarsnge in
politienl affaire. when # told him that we were etriking
againaet the Preneh Compeny, his answer was: “Thare are polit-
ieal lemdere who take cmrrs of such nationel problems.”

He believes that students ars not mature enoungh to
understand the big problemse of the country. His afviee to me
ie to read the "uran earefully and to pmy.

My parents muet ooms to reamlige that it ig imperative
for the individuml im our soeiety to have & national sim towards
whieh he strives., Therafore T have to be & party mewher no
matter what the oonsequences ars,

I am not spbittered againet my parents, I find the
exousd for them, They 4id not have enough edugcation to enable
them to understand my view point concerning the eoncept of
nationality and the responsible party activity. Tn thaiy days
under both the Ottomans and the FPrench sueb & spirit 4ii1 not
pravail,



Ago 16.5 Boy

Onoe I went to the cinema with some of my friends.
When I returned home in the evening my "respected” father asked
me where I had been, I replied that I had been in the movies,

My father exclaimed and said; "The movieg)!!" - ag
though T had been in & bar or a esbaret, Soon, my father
slapped me, kicked me, guve me some strong blows all over me
and ordered me to go away from him, T felt a shudder all
through my body and fainted.,. Since that day I feel a repul-
#ion for him... How much I wirh to desert my home and live hy
myself away from my parents and siblinge and not see the
develish fuce of my father,

Tell me pieawe; is there any father who beats his
17 yeare 0ld son? I don't think so, but my "respscted” father
does,

After I hai paceod the first period of life - echild-
hood - and reached the age of 16, T began to sense many ex-
periences and feelings which others did not appreeiamte in me,
I felt that I had an individuanlity of my own and began to have
feelings of inferiority whenever I was insulted., But my
"respeoted” father did not realize, and certainly will not,

thet his son is no more & emall child but a young man,

H.B.: This adolesoent complaine also of being desoriminated

against by his fathar who prefers his other sons to him,



Age : 17 Boy

There are many cosusss for confliet between my parents
and me;
1, If I want to converse with our visitore at home my
father prevents ms, Oh, how muoh T fsel ashamed in the prasence
of thees visitors, This makee me shan my father and not talk
to him until my mother reconciles us after a period of time,

2. Onee I desired to buy a piege of e¢loth for a suit, I
asiked my father to buy it for me but he refused, 7T insisted,
bat in vain ... then I made up ﬂ? mind to run away, T paeksd
up but my mother 4id not allow me, and gave me snough monsy to
buy the eloth.

3. But the main differences esnter around some tradi-
tional beliefs and religious supsretitions to whioh my parante
hold, My mother for instasnce, bellieves that it is forbidden to
wash clothes on Fridays or that it is forbidden to ent off the

nails in the evening or on certein days of the week,

This adoleescont tealle about his feelings im respnet to
these conflieting eituntions, He writes: "7 am tired of this 1ife
with my parents, begause my belisfe contrafiet theirs. T msk God
for success in this acndemie your in order to 1ive alone and by
myself away from them, I am tired of the punishments they in-
fliet upon me for the least fault. I am tired of their preventing
me from being outside after sun-set, of their preventing me from
going to movies or from accompanying them to samn ewening gather-
ing or to u party."



- 110 =

Age : 17 Boy

One summery evening, while I was reading & litersry
book in the baleony, my fathsr came and shouted at me saying:
"You, impolite! are not you ashamed?y How dare you fight the
nephow of your step-mothery” Y replied; "But, my father I do
not know anything aboat it.” My father then said: "ind you
dare teoll we thot T sm lying®" T said "No, but 414 you see me
fight him or curse hime"

My stop-mother came st that time and said while weep-
ing: "Yes, you fought my nephew and cursed him,” Anyhow my
fathsr want end came baok with a bawboo ocsnu. He struck me on
the aye, and continued to beat wme seversly, I said to myself:
"All right, he is my fathor and I muast bear him and be pationt,.”
The oune broke and my step mother said to my fathsr: "You see,
he is a domkey, he do9s not curs, The eane is broken and he
4988 not ery. If you were rozlly & man you would shoot him
with the pistol.” My fathor got mors and more furious, he want
to the badroom to tring the pistol and I fled from the house
with my pyjame on and without wearing my shoes, T wandered s
long time until ons C'eloth in the moming. I sat down to
sleop in the strest but the night watohman prevented me bsosuse
- it is against the law., T got out of the town in the direction
of my mother's village... [ srrived there and me€ my mother
and my unele,

And now I em in Aleppo, Where my father still livss,
in a hired room for myself, snd my uncle and grand brother
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support me with everything.

%.B.: Thie adolesesnt swenrs thet he 313 not know anything

abont tha inoident.
His wmother was Aesarted and he had not known her before

this time,
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Age : 19 Boy

The ineident I am going to relate happened last summer,

It wae a very hot day. I wae fond of sporte, especinl-
1y of swimming npd playing football, My parente used to prevent
me from going to school in order not to play football and they
always threatened me with punishment {f T ever went to the
swimming pool. On that day I wanted to go to the school to
play; I 4id go and I playoed snd after that T went to the swim-
ming pool, My brother knew all ambout it and told my fathsr,

A8 soon ag I arrived st home in the evening I wag re-~
eeived with a torrent of questions and curses, Ny father bagan
to beat me with hie hande... sand eaid: "Did I ever go swimming
or 4id T ever go to the movies when I wae of your ags.”

I 40 not know what huppened after that, but I remember
that I had wade up my mind either to commit suieide or to leave
home, I chos® the firet solution and took a heavy dose of is-
pirina, I fainted and 4id not know what came after, vhen T
opsnei my syes I found myself in the hospitel and the doetor wase
standing beside me, This incident had a deep effeet upon my

life; I realized that I must live as a man,

N.B,: This stujent gives the following further eauses of conflbets:
1. Ignorance of pareants about the right kind of eduestion.
£. Too much restriction on the child's fresiom regardless
of age, Parente consider their children as unremson-

ing oreaturss.
8. Prevanting the child from joining literary & athletio elubs.

4. Over protection of the mother.



Age : 19 Boy

On® winter night last year, while it wag snowing 7
asked my fathsr to expluin to me the process of snowing. Ny
father's anewer wae thet: "There is an angel eitting on the
top of s high mountain, holding a rops in his hand, £nd ma he
pulls the rops enow fells down."

I could not but laugh at such an explanation. Wy
fathsr bagul to scold me bagoues I did not seem to beliave in
hie explanation whieh he heard from a dignified religions man,
Then I went to explain the process uvf snowing scienti fieally.
His response was: "Youl!! hesathen!! I will not eani you to echool
any more beecnus»® it eorrupte you. You were munch batter before
sntering school,"”

From that day on, I nsver discussed anything with him,

Sueh an ignorant, religious attitude of parents towards
the explanation of nstursel phenomena left me in & situstion of
doubt.

This student coneijere the cuuses of conflict as:

1., Ignorane® of parente snd their insulation from modern
current intellsctunl stresm snd civilization,

2, Parente believe thet modern seiencse contradiet religion
hence an eiuponted person is a heretio.

&, Parents do not tolerate the mingling of the gexes; even
they do not sllow boye and girle to go together for a

walk, for inetanece.
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19 Boy
"If I ever want to have my hair eut, it will be

Age

according to my parents' liking ... If I want to buy eshoes or
a suit, the same thing happens. My father obliges me to read
the books that please him though they 4o not appeal to me, In
almoet all oames I used to submit to my parents' will and then
everything was settled, but if I 444 not submit the street
would beeome wmy home.., I wish I were mble to support myself
g0 that I would degert my fumily without feeling any sorrow
or pain.., I began to consider my parents as any two ordinery
pereons; they laock the cuality of being father and mother.™

H.B.: rrhi- adolescent gives the following gonsral causes of
econfliet as:

l1."Unjust dictatorship of my father,

2, My father kille my growing self by hig sarcastic way of
talking with me in the presenecs of my younger siblings...
a8 if I eam nothing and of no worth at all., Even my
younger siblings dare attack me in an unpleasant and very
disturbing mannsr,

3. My father doss not trest mo end my siblinge on a basis of
equality. T lnfru'r groeatly when he treate my younger
brother with much love, affection and fondling which is
just the opposite of the way in which he treats ms.”
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Age : 13 girl

How much palnfufl and gloomy was that month daring
which a man came to my father asking me for merriage. My
father aceeptsd but my mother 4id not, My mother kept saying:
"T will not allow my daanghter to got married and to leave
gchool until she wants to.” 7T was not willing to leave the
gchool and to be away from my friends with whom I lived for
a long tims, All that time I was orying amnd suffering and my
mother sided with me and ineisted not to let this marriage
taks placs.

After this ineident was over, T begams all right
and very hapoy amd begame more and more attached to my mother,

g#very time I hear sboat that incident T remember
what & terrible mistake my fother was about to meke; a mietake
which might have destroyed my life and happiness.
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Age : 1B girl

The confliete botween me and my mother eenter around:

Ls Asking monsy for school requirsments. When I ask my
mothey for money she replies that she does not have it and in-
giste upon me to tall the tescher that I cannot pay. But this
makeg me feel aghamed among my clase-mates, I 40 not agree
and insiet upon having the money. This leads my mother to

thraaten me not to allow me to go to the sehool any longer,

2. Going to ocinemas., I hear my clase-mates spsak about
nice films and pieturse. 7T degire to go there too and when I
esk my mother for permission sho refuses arbitrarily ard we

got into a eonflict.

3. Taking off the veil., My mother insiste upon me to
ke®p my veil on even in the olassroom, bat my class-mates would
ridicule and make fun of me in such a case, Taking off the
veil in the oclass room makes my mother 8till more furious a&nd

she threatons me with discontinuing my sehooling.
4. About housshold work anid management,

Thus the sausee of conflict according to her are;
poverty in the first place and goneral ignoranee among the
members of the family anmd the sbufe of religious authority.
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Qge t P girl

I have a problem and I think it is a serious one,

I am the oldest of all my eiblings and for a long
time I believed that my mothar loved me very much but many in-
cidents proved to me the opposite, I 4o not know why she per-
gsooutes me 80 much, that I thought that she is not my mother,

T would 1ike to think that God ercated her with no affeetion.
But I 89nse the different kind of relationship she hae with my
brothsr who is youngsr than me, She adores him and aldmires

him very much and gives him whatever she ocan, Lven my sisters
ars botter treated than I am, If any of my sieters ever makes
& mistake I am blamed for it., Sven my futhsr who loves me is
being influsnesd by my mother... She prevents me from getting
out even with my brother. 5ven when I talk with my fether and
he adiressees wo in an affeoctionate way my mother gets furious
aend explodes on my father... One Jday my father told me that:

"1 feel you are not happy and you are descriminated against, bdut
I ean 40 nothing.,” This is bocausd my mother provides him with
monay,

Thore are many inoidents, I wish to relaste, if I have
the time, in order to feel releaecd... Ch, how mach I would like
her to treat me with a 1ittls bit of affection and lovse,

One day I was walking with my mother, T asked her to
pass through the main street in order to meet some of my friends.
She began to curss me and she addrossed me with the worst and
filthient words which a vulgar porson dares not say... the seeond
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day T told my father about it but he was more furious and hegan
to beat me, Oh, how mach T am persccuted, and how much T wish

my 1ifes to bs more peagaful,

N.B, : This gzirl thought of committing suiecide.
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