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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Master of Arts for Hany Mustapha Ramadan

Major: Arabic Language and literature

Title: Sufi Methodology in Qur’anic exegesis: a Textual Study on Select-Verses

This study examines the exegetical methodologies of Sahl al-Tustart in his tafsir, Abt ‘Abd
al-Rahman al-Sulami in Haqa'iq al-tafsir and Ziyadat haqa'iq al-tafsir, and Abu-l1-Qasim al-
QushayrT in Laya'if al-isharat. 1t is based on a textual study of select-verses: the verses known as
the Compact Verse (7: 172), the Light Verse (24: 35), and the beginnings of the Sarat al-Najm (53:
1-18). In order to clarify the projects of these authors- whenever a project exists- and the impacts
of these projects on their Sufi exegetical works, this study links their exegetical methodologies
with the introductions of their Sufi exegetical works. This work links the exegetical methodologies
of these authors mainly with the introductions of their Sufi exegetical works, in order to clarify
their projects- whenever a project exists- and the impacts of these projects on their Sufi exegetical

works.

This study consists of two main chapters. The first chapter is a theoretical introduction
that introduces the second chapter, which is a textual analytical one. The first chapter is of three
parts. The first part explores the factors of the formation of Sufi tafsir. The second explores Sufi
tafsir in terms of its most prominent characteristics and its nature as perceived by Sufi exegetes-
more specifically Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, Abt-I-Qasim al-Qushayri, and Abt Hamid al-
Ghazali. The third part addresses the very beginnings of Sufi tafsir by studying three main
establishing: the one attributed to Ja‘far al-Sadiq, the work of al-Tustar1, and the work of al-
Sulami. The second chapter represents the textual study of the above-mentioned verses that aims
to dive into the methodology of each of the three chosen exegetes. The second chapter is divided
to three parts in which the select verses are studied respectively in al-TustarT’s tafsir, al-Sulami’s

tafsir, and Aba al-Qasim al-Qushayri’s tafsir.
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