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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Fatme Hussein Chehouri for Master of Arts
Major: Arabic Language and Literature

Title: Poet and Place in the Fourth/Tenth and Fifth/Eleventh Centuries: A Study in al-
Tha alibi’s Yatimat al-dahr and al-Bakharzi’s Dumyat al-gasr

Literary anthologies are viewed as original works that possess a specific structure
and agenda. The anthologies varied in their literary pieces, genre and arrangement.
However, their common feature is collecting the “finest” and most important literary pieces,
in addition to preserving literary material not found elsewhere. Among these anthologies
are Abt Manstr al-Tha‘alibi’s Yatimat al-dahr fi mahasin ahl al- ‘asr (and its sequel
Tatimmat al-Yatima), and “Ali b. al-Hasan al-Bakharzi’s Dumyat al-gasr wa- ‘usrat ahl al-
asr.

This thesis focuses on the above mentioned anthologies, both deemed as the most
important anthologies in the fourth/tenth and fifth/eleventh centuries, as they study the
littérateurs and the poets of both centuries exclusively, thus, depicting the intellectual,
literary, and cultural movements in this period. The importance of this thesis lies in a
thorough study of Yatimat al-dahr and Dumyat al-gasr, which draws the correlations
between the poet and the place — represented by the court (the ruler), the city, and the
homeland.

The work is divided into three main chapters. The first studies the relation between
the poet and the court, tracing the course of the poet in entering the court and leaving it. It
discusses the reasons of his entry to the court, his tasks and the challenges he faced, in
addition to the factors that obliged him to leave it. The second chapter examines the relation
between the poet and the city, focusing on cities satire (Hija’ al-mudun). It includes some
praise poetry to clarify the interrelations between the city and its people, thus touching on
the main elements that lead to cities satire, where they political, social, natural, or
etymological. The last chapter considers the relation between the poet and his homeland,
and his longing for it.

Keywords: poet, court, city, homeland, patron, fourth century, fifth century
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