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About the Project

THE LAY OF THE LAND:

A Social Mapping of Daily Practices
in Informality amongst Syrian
Displaced Communities in Lebanon

Funded by the Ford Foundation

This research project examines how, in the face of conflict and crisis, Syrian
displaced individuals and communities in Lebanon are attempting to (re)
organize themselves within the informal sector to secure access to essential
services. We understand informality as a sector of goods and services that
is outside of, but not necessarily disconnected from the formal purview of
the state. In Lebanon, most citizens are already accessing resources such
as water and electricity from within the informal sector. Whereas access
to such services might ideally be seen as indissolubly linked to the rights
of citizens, the distribution of such goods in Lebanon is hardly equal in
practice. The access to goods and services by displaced populations is
consequently further compounded in such a context where, by the nature
of the country’s political economy, must also acquire and secure their rights
through informal networks.



By addressing this question of informalization and displacement, we
reflect on practices of exclusion as experienced amongst Syrian displaced
communities from different socio-economic backgrounds who are
otherwise perceived as non-citizens in Lebanon. We aim to document
through qualitative methods and life history approaches some of the
ways Syrian communities have attempted to harness basic livelihood
necessities. In so doing, we examine how the Syrian crisis is contributing
to the reassembling of these networks, their hierarchies, and ultimately
reshaping modes of governance and state borders between Syria, Lebanon
and among Syrians themselves.
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troduction

“I fled Homs in 2014. | first went to Lebanon to join

my parents who had been there already for a year.

We lived in the area of ARRar. It was there where | met
Heba, and we got married. In 2017, we decided to leave
Lebanon. We took a boat from Tripoli to Turkey, and
then after spending some months in the [GreeR] island
of Samos we arrived in Athens. My dream is to go to
Germany, to Munich, where my brother lives with his

family. Inshallah soon.”

[Omar?, Syrian refugee from Homs. Interviewed by author in Athens, July 2019]

Every refugee carries a unique story. At the same
time, many of the experiences refugees live during
displacement resemble each other. Omar’s experience,
for instance, is a familiar story that one often hears -
with some variations of course - in refugee camps
across Greece: a Syrian refugee who has fled his or
her hometown because of the war, and decides to
join family members in a neighboring country, such
as Lebanon. Along the journey, he or she meets new
people, makes new friends, and often, even creates his
or her own family.

As in the case of Omar, social networks have a profound
influence on the lives of refugees. Such networks affect
the decisions refugees make about when to leave their
home countries and where to target as a destination for
asylum (Hanley et al. 2018; Koser and Pinkerton, 2002).
Social networks are important sources of information
regarding legal aid, housing, employment, education,
and healthcare (Beaman 2012; Campbell 2012; Ives et al.
2014; Lamba 2008; Potocky-Tripodi 2004; Williams 2006).
Furthermore, they can provide emotional support, which
is vital in terms of refugees’ sense of wellbeing and health

(Hanley et al. 2018; McMichael and Manderson 2004).
Refugees are constantly building new social ties in new
places, as well as negotiating existing long-distance ties
(Bilecen and Sienkiewicz, 2015; Lubbers et al. 2010; Ryan et
al. 2018). Social relationships are developed and sustained
in specific places as well as between geographically
dispersed places. For this reason, when analyzing social
networks during displacement, it is essential to consider
the impact of distance and physical separation on how
social ties are maintained, strengthened, or weakened
over time, and how their meaning and practical use can
change (Ryan et al. 2018, 148).

Based on case studies of Syrian refugees in Lebanon,
this paper explores how social ties are impacted by
displacement. How are social networks, such as families
and friendships, affected during displacement? What is
their role in harnessing basic livelihood necessities?

While emphasizing the powerful role of the family in
Middle Eastern societies, this paper challenges simplistic
analyses of the family (and other networks) as a static
entity and suggests a more nuanced analysis of social ties.

" Research Fellow in the School of Sociology, Politics and International Studies at the University of Bristol
2 All names and some details in stories told have been changed to protect research participants’ identities.



Lebanon as a Host and Transit Country

In 2011, the Syrian uprising began with protests
demanding the change of the regime which escalated
to a relentless war leading to civilian displacement
and suffering. By the end of 2018, 6.6 million people
remained internally displaced, making Syria the country
with the largest number of internally displaced persons
in the world (IDMC 2019; UNHCR 2019a). Additionally,
more than 7 million Syrian refugees live in neighboring
countries, such as Lebanon, Jordan, Iraqg, Turkey, and
Egypt (3RP 2018, 4).

The situation of Syrian refugees in Lebanon must be
analyzed within the broader context of the country's
history in hosting refugees, particularly Palestinian
refugees. At the end of 2018, approximately 948,800
Syrians were registered with UNHCR in Lebanon -
a decrease of 48,700 people from the end of 2017.
However, according to Lebanese Government estimates,
in 2019, the country was hosting 1.5 million Syrian
refugees, including unregistered and labor migrants
(UNHCR 2019b). Lebanon remains the country hosting
the largest number of refugees per capita in the world.

The borders between Lebanon and Syria have been
historically contested and porous. The areas on
the border have witnessed mobility on both sides
(Mouawad 2018). For example, Syrian workers used to
cross the border to Lebanon for employment, primarily
in the fields of agriculture and construction (Sanyal
2017). In 2006, when Israel invaded South Lebanon,
Lebanese refugees crossed the border to Syria (Chatty
2016). Over the last eight years, Syrians escaping war
are moving to Lebanon through the same borders.
In the past, crossing the Lebanon-Syria border was
fairly unrestricted. However, as the numbers of Syrian
refugees increased and the crisis evolved into a
protracted situation, stricter border controls have been
set up. Additionally, the escalation of the crisis has led
to growing tensions between refugees and the host
communities. Lebanese families already struggling to
cope economically started to feel pressured because of
the rising numbers of refugees, while infrastructure and
resources in many parts of the country have also been
heavily impacted (Government of Lebanon and United
Nations 2014; Sanyal 2017; UN-Habitat and UNHCR
2014; 2018; Yassin et al. 2015).

Syrians fleeing to Lebanon because of the war are often
not granted asylum. In fact, the Government of Lebanon
does not classify them as refugees, but as “displaced

persons or de facto refugees - categories that do not
offer any legal protection in Lebanon, a country that is
also not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention”
(Sanyal 2017, 118; see also Bidinger et al. 2015; HRW
2016; Naufal 2012). Furthermore, the government of
Lebanon refused the establishment of formal refugee
camps by humanitarian organizations. As a result,
thousands of informal settlements have proliferated
in the country - especially in the Bekaa and Akkar
regions (Chatty 2016; Fawaz et al. 2014). These informal
and temporary spaces are not planned or managed in
any formal way. Syrian refugees are allowed to move
in and out relatively freely, as well as work and access
some humanitarian assistance - when it is available.
According to Romola Sanyal, these informal settlements
“incorporate  spatial and government
practices similar to ‘camps,’ such as forms of screening

features

and policing of residents, but without the formal
legitimacy granted to them either through the state or
humanitarian organizations, landlords, and the state
intersect with each other” (2017, 118). These settlements
are often found in unused agricultural fields and access
is generally accompanied by a kafala (sponsorship)
system between the owners and the refugees. This
system leaves refugees vulnerable to exploitation as
their housing and legal status is dependent on the good
faith of the sponsor (UN-Habitat and UNHCR 2018, 38).

Migration to Lebanon is therefore not a new
phenomenon for Syrians. In the past, Syrians were
migrating to Lebanon primarily for work purposes,
while their homes and families in Syria were still there
and awaiting their return. But since the war began,
millions of Syrian refugees have fled their homes, and
faced a journey entailing displacement; “protracted
liminality” — a prolonged situation of insecurity and
uncertainty regarding legal status, length of stay, and
future moves — and settlement in familiar or unknown
localities (Palmgren 2016, 4). Despite the proximity to
Syria and the shared ethnic background, Lebanon is
often perceived as a transit country for many Syrian
refugees. Increasing racism and discrimination against
Syrians in Lebanon have been highlighted by recent
government policies coercing Syrian refugees to leave,
by demolishing shelters and instilling a fear of detention
and eventual deportation (e.g. HRW 2019; Vohra 2019).
It is within this context that we will explore the effects of
displacement on social networks.



ethodology

Due to the exploratory nature of this study, a
combination of qualitative research methods was used.
Seven researchers carried out fieldwork between April
and December 2018 in various areas in Lebanon - in
particular, Akkar, Bekaa, the South of Lebanon, Beirut,
and Mount Lebanon - where a large number of Syrian
refugees reside. Ethnographic practices of observation
and more than one hundred thirty semi-structured
and in-depth interviews with displaced Syrians were
conducted. Additionally, the author conducted ten
in-depth interviews with Syrian refugees in Athens,
who were previously residing in Lebanon. The reason
for this additional set of interviews was to explore the
‘fate’ of social networks established in Lebanon, once
refugees moved on in their journeys - are these social
relations maintained and in what ways do they remain
important? Since Syrian displacement is a long-lasting
transnational phenomenon, itis important to explore its
viability across time and space.

The researchers built a rapport with refugees, mainly
through their own social ties (e.g. Syrian family
members, friends and work colleagues who happened
to know the interviewees), as well as through their
proximity to the field (e.g. living nearby a refugee camp

or informal settlement, and/or working on the field

with humanitarian non-governmental organizations
and solidarity initiatives). The interviews were most
often conducted in the refugees’ homes - these being
either semi-permanent structures, tents, prefabricated
containers (e.g. ISOBOX), or rented apartments. Keeping
in mind the diversity that exists across Syrians, the
interviewees came from different areas of Syria ranging
from the countryside to the cities, and had different
social and economic backgrounds, and occupied a
range of professions. Given that the clear majority of the
interviewees lived in informal settlements and refugee
camps, only a few Syrian refugees of the privileged
upper social classes were included in this study. Thisis a
limitation of this study, and it would be worth exploring
in future research whether displacement affects social
ties differently based on social class.

The analysis was guided by the literature on the
conditions of Syrian refugees in Lebanon and beyond,
and the literature on social networks and social capital,
in Arab culture and societies in particular. Through this
approach, an in-depth and contextual understanding of
the effects of displacement on social networks of Syrian
refugees was acquired.



Social networks and social capital -
A conceptual framework

Social support is essential to individual and collective
wellbeing, and social networks are an important source
of such support (Hanley et al. 2018; Kingsbury 2017;
Simich et al. 2003; Wen and Hanley 2016; Willkinson
and Marmot 2003). Moreover, social networks can
be mobilized into social capital, allowing access to
resources. For the purpose of this study, we will use
the social network theory approach, which advocated
for the idea that social networks are “bounded sets of
actors, be they organizations, institutions, or individuals
that are connected by specific relationships” (Schmidt
2007). This approach emphasizes the linkages and
relationships between different people, which can have
a positive and/or a negative influence on the people
involved. Generally, members of a social network are
connected by identifiable common variables (Calhoun
2010; Leeners and Gendemann 2012; Lenders 2012).
According to Hanley et al., “social networks should be
analyzed along such lines as geography (local, national,
transnational), gender, religion, race and class” (Hanley et
al. 2018, 125). Consequently, one can belong to multiple
social networks. However, the fact that someone shares
certain characteristics with a group of individuals does
not necessarily mean that he or she is
them or able to draw on a given connection for social

w

networked’ with

support or social capital” (Ryan et al. 2008 in Hanley et
al. 2018, 125).

Moreover, social networks are closely associated to social
capital. In fact, some scholars insist that social networks
and social capital cannot be studied independently of

each other (seeLin 1999; Vertovec 2003). While a number
of definitions of social capital exist (e.g. Bourdieu 1986;
Coleman 1988; Putnam 1993; Lin 2001), for the purpose
of this study, Robert Putnam and Nan Lin's definitions
are particularly elucidating. On the one hand, Putnam
defines social capital as “features of social organization,
such as trust, norms, and networks that can improve the
efficiency of society by facilitating coordinated actions”
(Putnam, 1993, 167). Social capital refers to connections
among individuals—social networks and the norms of
reciprocity and trustworthiness that arise from them
(Putnam, 2000, 18-19). On the other hand, Lin defines
social capital as an “investment in social relations with
expected returns in the marketplace” (2001, 19). In
other words, it refers to the “resources embedded in
social networks accessed and used by actors for actions”
(Lin, 2001, 24-25). In both definitions, the concept is
embedded in social relations. It is an “investment in
social connectedness through which resources of other
actors can be accessed and borrowed” (Bhandari and
Yasunobu 2009, 492).

In line with these approaches, the social networks
that are explored in this study include family, friends,
acquaintances and professional
and during displacement. Additionally, any resource
(material or immaterial) which is accessed through
social relationships will be considered as social capital.
These include financial support, housing, and vital
advice, among other things.

contacts before



12

Social networks during displacement

The literature on international migration identifies
social networks as important sources of social capital
(Ager and Strang 2008; Alfadhli and Drury 2018; Darling
2017; Granovetter 1973; Haug 2008; Koser 2007;
Poros 2011; Ryan and D'Angelo 2018). Such social
ties often play a significant role in reducing costs and
risks during displacement, by providing important
information, financial assistance, access to employment
opportunities, and emotional support. In fact, refugees
choose to move to countries where they have social
connections and, in this way, transnational social
networks are formed (Thorleifsson 2016; Uzelac et al
2018). It is argued that these social networks are the
reason “behind the increase in international migration
as more people today have family or friends living
abroad than ever before due to globalization and the
development of communication technology” (S6nmez
2017, 2).

In addition to existing social ties, displacement provides
new opportunities for social relationships (Braines and
Rosenoff Gauving 2014; Hammond 2004; Lokot 2018).
New acquaintances are made, old ones are renewed,
new friendships are formed, and sometimes new families
are born. Rosemary Sayigh in her work on Palestinian
refugees, suggests that “ties of locality” can sometimes
become more important than “blood ties” in times of

war and refugeehood (1993, 165). Speaking the same
language and sharing the same ethnic background with
the majority of the host community, asin the case of Syrian
refugees in Lebanon, can facilitate the establishment
of social ties (Ager and Strang 2008; Sonmez 2017).
However, this alone is not always sufficient.

Two types of social capital are particularly relevant and
important in the context of displacement: ‘bonding’
capital and ‘bridging’ capital. These typologies are
helpful in making sense of the diversity and importance
of the various social ties Syrian refugees maintain and
establish during displacement. ‘Bonding’ capital refers
to social ties to people of one's own social group or
close to oneself, such as one’s family, ethnic community
or friends. Bonding capital often leads to close social
ties within relatively homogenous groups, and is a key
source of social support. ‘Bridging’ capital refers to
horizontal connections to people and groups in the wider
community, for example employers or representatives
of aid agencies, or from other ethnic communities. This
type of capital provides access to social and financial
resources that are not usually available in one's own
social group (Pittaway et al. 2016). Therefore, these
different types of social capital complement each other:
if one has both bonding and bridging capital, the more
access he or she will have to various kinds of resources.



Syrian refugees and social networks

Before the war, Syrian society was characterized by
overlapping social networks based on intersecting
religious, ethnic, kinship, and class identities (Batatu
1999; Cunningham and Sarayah 1993; Hadada 2011;
Hokayem 2013; Leenders 2012; Lesch 2012; Philips
2012; Rabinovich 2008; Samalandra 2004; Stevens 2016;
Wedeen 2013). These social networks have historically
acted as “protective shelters in times of crisis, in part
due to the various forms of capital which exist in these
networks and which members may draw on” (Stevens
2016, 51-52; see also Batatu 1999; Chatty 2013; Chatty
and Mansour 2011; Leenders 2012; Leenders and
Heydemann 2012; Salamandra 2004; and Wedeen
2013). While such social ties persist during displacement,
their significance may be altered dramatically due to
new relational and spatial configurations (Massey 2005;
Sénmez 2017; Stevens 2016).

Family remains the most powerful social institution
throughout the Arab world (Dahlgren 2008; Hopkins
2003; Hudson 2008; Joseph 1999; 2018; Rabo 2008). It
represents a “sacred space” (Joseph 2000, 19), where
irrevocable social bonds exist. Scholars have highlighted
that the family forms “the bedrock of an individual's
identity” in Middle Eastern societies (EI Guindi 1999,
164). Nevertheless, academics have emphasized that the
family is not a static entity that everlastingly reflects “a
sense of changelessness” (Meriwether 1999, 6; see also
Lokot 2018). On the contrary, it is an evolving institution,
that takes new characteristics, and whose internal power
dynamics are constantly challenged and renegotiated.

Suad Joseph uses the concept of “relationality” to
describe the importance of relations between family
members in Arab societies. She defines relationality as
“a process by which persons are socialized into social
systems that value linkage, bonding, and sociability”
(1999, 9). Within relational societies, decisions are made
collectively rather than individually (Abadeer 2015,
87; Deeb 2006, 30; Lokot 2018, 6; Rugh 1984, 33). To

a certain extent, this explains how Syrian family ties
influence decision-making processes before and in
exile. In fact, the vast majority of the Syrian refugees
interviewed in this study stressed the importance of
their family, especially in the first stages of their journey.
In particular, the closer family members, such as parents
and siblings were mentioned as a motivation for moving
to a particular location, and as an important source of
financial and emotional support.

As in the case of Omar, several interviewees mentioned
they decided to go to Lebanon to join their parents or
siblings. As a result, for some Syrian refugees the family
is the main social network they identify in Lebanon,
together with the neighbors and the shaweesh?. Jawad,
a young man from Homs, currently living in Ghazze,
said: “My whole family lives together. | do not really have
any friends here.”

It is important, however, to avoid simplifying and
romanticizing the nature of social ties. Relational
identities are far from static. As Matthew Stevens
eloquently points out, “they overlap, jostle, clash,
reinforce one another or produce new vulnerabilities,
all within individuals and households” (2016, 54). One
the one hand, social networks can be a source of
strength and support. On the other hand, they can be
impeding and a source of negative experiences (Lokot
2018, 6). For instance, Aya, who now lives in Greece
with her husband, explained how her brother was not
allowing her to go out of their house when they were
living in Lebanon, and as a result she felt she lost three
years of her life, when she could have at least found
some work to help her family.

3 The shaweesh are often established members of the refugee population who act as middlemen in the informal settlements, between
landowners, employers and refugees. Usually a man, the shaweesh is a self-appointed community representative who is well-connected
with the authorities, the landowners, and humanitarian organizations (see Abu Kheir 2016; Christiansen 2017; Habib et al 2019).
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Some interviewees stated that they prefer not to mingle
with people other than their close family members, to
“avoid trouble.” For example, Abir, a single mother from

Ragqga who lives with her sister and seven children in
the south of Lebanon, told one of the researchers:

“I have no relations with Lebanese except for you and
another lady that used to work with you. [...] | have
very limited interaction with the Syrians too, because
the more you socialize the more you are risking
falling into problems. I'm a single woman and they

might hurt us.” *

Apart from risking ‘trouble, social ties can be an
economic burden for some. Such is the perspective of

Mazen, a Syrian man from Ragga who lives with his wife
and three children in the south of Lebanon:

“Other than my wife and some friends, | have no active
social life because the more people you know the more
problems you have. If you have many friends, they will
start asking you for money and having an open house
brings a lot of expenses which | can’t afford.” ®

Strong social ties, such as family and friends, are not
always a source of support for basic needs. A recent
study by UN-Habitat and UNHCR (2018), surveyed more
than 1,500 refugee households from Homs living in
Lebanon, and revealed some insightful findings. While
the clear majority of the surveyed population chose a
specific location in Lebanon to follow family and/or
acquaintances, 73.1 percent reported “having received
no assistance from social or familial ties to support
their livelihoods” (UN-Habitat and UNHCR 2018, 21).
Therefore, although they “largely recognized the
importance of networks in determining locational

choices, [..] most respondents stated that these
networks did not help them secure better shelter and/
or livelihoods, reducing the possible role that networks
can play as ‘capital’ for this community. The main
exception is access to work; many refugees emphasized
the importance of social networks in securing work and
a source of income” (ibid.).

Friendships can often be as important, if not more, than
family ties. Sarah, a young woman from Homs living in
Ghazze, characteristically told us about the friends she
left in Syria and the new friends she made in Lebanon:

“I left [Syria] in the clothes | was in. That’s it, | had
nothing else with me. | left all my friends back home.
But | do have friends here. [...] One of my blessings is
that | met my friends here. | met my friend Ahmad'’s
sister at [the] bakery when | worked there. And in our
senior year at school in Ghazze, | met Hanine. Nour is

4Interviewed by Fadel Saleh in South Lebanon, July-August 2018.
® Interviewed by Fadel Saleh in South Lebanon, July-August 2018.
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my neighbor. The only good thing that came out of this

whole thing is my friends.” ¢

The importance and use of social networks do not seem
to change when Syrian refugees move from Lebanon
onwards in their journeys to Europe. Close family

members remain to a great extent the core of their social
network, and often support financially and emotionally,
at least until the person (or family) has somehow settled
in the new locale. In particular, the support of the family
was highlighted when our interviewees were describing
negotiations with smugglers from Syria to Turkey or/
and from Turkey to Greece.

Alia, a twenty-six-year-old woman from Aleppo, was
living in Burj Hammoud for three years with her sister.
In 2018, she and her younger sister fled to Greece, with
the aim to join their parents and siblings in Germany.
Their effort to reach Greece lasted approximately three
months. In this dangerous journey, the women had to
enter Syria again, walk to the Turkish borders, try and
cross the border at least five times before they managed
to make it through, interact and pay several smugglers,
spend a few nights in Turkish prisons, cross the Aegean
Seain an overcrowded dinghy in pitch darkness, and live
in a camp on a Greek island. Throughout this journey,
their parents were their main source of support: they
were providing important emotional support to their
daughters during the rough times they were going
through, as well as being in constant communication
with smugglers, in order to ensure that their daughters
were safe and that all necessary costs were paid.

¢ Interviewed by Salwa Mansour in Ghazze, May-July, 2018.

Alia, Omar, and other Syrian refugees the author
interviewed in Greece, have maintained a few contacts
with people they met during their stay in Lebanon. While
on some occasions, such as when Omar met his future
wife, these relationships came to be very important and
meaningful in the long term, the majority seemed to be
transientrelationships, serving certain needs at the time.
Examples of such transient relationships could include
those with neighbors, co-workers, and the shaweesh.
This, of course, does not mean that they did not serve an
important purpose at the time of their stay in Lebanon.
For example, the neighbor and the humanitarian aid
worker, was often referred to as an important source of
information regarding access to essential services, such
as healthcare and food. Additionally, through the use of
social media, the recently established social networks
somehow get ‘validated,’ even if their importance
diminishes over time and along a refugee’s journey to
another locale. In this way, social networks can become
reactivated in the future; for example, when another
family member or friend will need the same kind of
social capital.




onclusion

Through a variety of social networks - family, friends,
acquaintances such as the shaweesh and humanitarian
aid workers and professional contacts - Syrian refugees
in Lebanon ‘accumulate’ bonding and bridging capital
serving several significant functions. The main functions
identified in this study include: access to information,
(e.g. aid),
housing and employment, emotional support, and
the creation of new social networks. Generally, social
networks have proven to be a coping strategy and help
improve livelihoods during displacement. Furthermore,
maintainingand establishing social networksisfacilitated
by a number of factors: proximity between network
members, shared language and ethnic background, use
of social media and other communication technologies,
and displacement itself.

material assistance financial securing

Nevertheless, there is always the risk that social
networks might collapse during displacement. As the
protracted situation continues and resources become
scarce, refugees can no longer provide financial and
emotional assistance to each other, and might even
start competing, instead of supporting each other
(Uzelac et al. 2018). According to S6nmez, an important
cause for the collapse of social networks is “the financial
and emotional strain caused by the long displacement
of Syrians” (2017, 3). Additionally, the deteriorating
economic situation in Lebanon has led to further strains

on daily life, and affect vulnerable communities the
most (Sewell 2020; UNHCR 2019c).

Through ethnographic field work and original empirical
data collected with Syrian refugee social networks
in two transit countries - Lebanon and Greece - this
study demonstrated that social ties are far from
They are (re)constructed and (re)shaped
during displacement. They can expand and condense
depending on a wide range of factors, such as gender,
age, social background, attitudes of host communities,
etc. (Lokot 2018). Rather than a simplistic narrative of
social networks during displacement, social ties are
complex and unpredictable. Social networks influence
Syrian refugees’ decision-making before displacement,
as well as along their journey, in a variety of ways.

static.

While kinship ties remain important during
displacement, they seem to shrink to the nuclear (or
more immediate) family during displacement of Syrian
refugees. Additionally, “ties of locality” are established to
help navigate in the new locales and improve livelihood.
Yet, it is crucial not to homogenize Syrian refugees and
their experiences. Each displacement experience can be
different - depending on gender, family composition,
class, host/transit country situation and social network.
Each type of social network and its importance can vary

from person to person.



Bibliography

3RP - Regional Refugee & Resilience Plan in Response
to the Syria Crisis (2018), ‘Regional Strategic Overview
2019/2020. Available at: https://data2.unhcr.org/en/
documents/download/67370

Abu Kheir, Malek (2016), ‘The Syrian camps shawish: A
man of power and the one controlling the conditions of
refugees,’ The Peace Building in Lebanon, United Nations
Development Programme, 12: 12.

Ager, Alastair, and Alison Strang (2008), ‘Understanding
Integration: A Conceptual Framework,’ Journal of Refugee
Studies 21(2): 166-191.

Alfadhli, Khalifah and jogn Drury (2018), ‘The role of
shared social identity in mutual support among refugees
of conflict: An ethnographic study of refugees in Jordan,’
Journal of Community and Applied Social Psychology 28:
142-155.

Beaman, Lori A. (2012), ‘Social networks and the dynamics
of labour market outcomes: Evidence from refugees
resettled in the US,’ The Review of Economic Studies 79(1):
128-161.

Bhandari, Humnath, and Kumi Yasunobu (2009), ‘What is
Social Capital? A Comprehensive Review of the Concept,’
Asian Journal of Social Science 37(3): 480-510.

Bidinger Sarah, Lang, Aaron, Hites, Danielle, Kuzmova,
Yoana, and Elena Noureddine (2015), Protecting Syrian
Refugees: Laws, Policies, and Global Responsibility
Sharing. Boston University School of Law. Available at:
https://www.bu.edu/law/files/2015/08/syrianrefugees.

pdf

Bilecen, Basak, and Joanna . Sienkiewicz (2015), ‘Informal
social protection networks of migrants: typical patterns
in different transnational social spaces Population,’
Space Place 21(3): 227-243.

Campbell, Mark (2012), ‘Social determinants of mental
health in new refugees in the UK: Cross-sectional and
longitudinal analyses,” The Lancet 380: S27.

Chatty, Dawn (2016), ‘The Syrian Humanitarian Disaster:
Disparities in Perceptions, Aspirations, and Behaviour in
Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey,” Institute of Development
Studies Bulletin 47(3): 19-34.

Chatty, Dawn (2018), ‘Syria,” in Joseph, Suad (ed.), Arab
Family Studies: Critical Reviews. New York: Syracuse
University Press. 233-246.

Christiansen, Connie Carge (2017), “Gender Relations
among Neighbors - a Study of Humanitarian Practices
Addressing Syrian Refugees in Lebanon,’ Institute for
Women’s Studies in the Arab World Lebanese-American
University, Conference Paper. Available at: http://iwsaw.
lau.edu.lb/publications/images/here.pdf

Darling, Jonathan (2017), ‘Forced Migration and the City:
Irregularity, Informality, and the Politics of Presence,’
Progress in Human Geography 41(2): 178-198.

De Bel-Air, Francoise (2016), ‘Migration Profile: Syria,’
Policy Brief, Issue 2, Migration Policy Centre, European
University Institute.

Dekker, Rianne, Engbersen, Godfried, Klaver, Jeanine, and
Hanna Vonk (2018), ‘Smart Refugees: How Syrian Asylum
Migrants Use Social Media Information in Migration
Decision-Making,” Social Media + Society.

Fawaz, Mona, Gharbieh, Ahmad, Harb, Mona and
Dounia Salamé (2018), Refugees as City-Makers. Issam
Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs.
Beirut: American University of Beirut.

Government of Lebanon and United Nations (2014),
Lebanon Crisis Response Plan 2015-16.
http://www.un.org.lb/english/Icrp

Lebanon.
Available  at:

Granovetter, Mark (1973), ‘The Strength of Weak Ties,’ The
American Journal of Sociology, 78(6): 1360-1380.



18

Social Networks during Displacement: The Case of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon and Beyond

Habib, Rima, Ziadee Micheline, Abi Elio,
Harastani, Houda, Hamdar, Layal, Jawad, Mohammed,
El Asmar, Khalil (2019), ‘Displacement, deprivation and
hard work among Syrian refugee children in Lebanon,’
BM|J Global Health 4: 1-10.

Younes,

Hanley, Jill, Al Mhamied, Adnan, Cleveland, janet,
Hajjar, Oula, Hassan, Ghayda, Ives, Nicole, Khyar,
Rim, and Michaela Hynie (2018), ‘The Social Networks,
Social Support and Social Capital of Syrian Refugees
Privately Sponsored to Settle in Montreal: Indications for
Employment and Housing During Their Early Experiences
of Integration,” Canadian Ethnic Studies 50(2): 123-1409.
Haug, Sonja (2008), ‘Migration Networks and Migration
Decision-Making,”Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies
34(4): 585-605.

Human Rights Watch (2016), “I Just Wanted to be Treated
like a Person’: How Lebanon’s Residency Rules Facilitate
Abuse of Syrian Refugees,’ January. Available at: https://
www.hrw.org/report/2016/01/12/i-just-wanted-be-
treated-person/how-lebanons-residency-rules-facilitate-
abuse

Human Rights Watch (2019), ‘Lebanon: Syrian Refugee
Shelters Intensify
Pressures to Return to Syria,” July 5. Available at: https:/
www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/05/lebanon-syrian-refugee-
shelters-demolished

Demolished. Coercive Measures

IDMC - Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (2019),
Syria: Country Information. Available at: http://www.
internal-displacement.org/countries/syria

Ives, Nicole, Hanley, Jill, Walsh, Christine, and David Este
(2014), ‘Transnational elements of newcomer women'’s
housing insecurity: remittances and social networks,’
Transnational Social Review 4(2-3): 152-167.

Joseph, Suad (ed.) (1999), Intimate Selving in Arab
Families. Gender, Self, and Identity. Syracuse: Syracuse
University Press.

Joseph, Suad (ed.) (2018), Arab Family Studies: Critical
Reviews. New York: Syracuse University Press.

Kofman, Eleonore (2004), ‘Family-related migration: a
critical review of European Studies,’ Journal of Ethnic and
Migration Studies 30(2).

Koser, Khalid (2007), International Migration: A Very
Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Koser, Khalid and Charles Pinkerton (2002), The social
networks of asylum seekers and the dissemination of
information about countries of asylum. London: Home
Office.

Koser Akcapar, Sebnem (2009), ‘Re-thinking Migrants’
Networks and Social Capital: A Case Study of Iranians in
Turkey,” International Migration 48(2):161 - 196.

Lamba, Navjot K. (2008), ‘The employment experiences
of Canadian refugees: Measuring the impact of human
and social capital on quality of employment,” Canadian
Review of Sociology 40(1): 45-64.

Lin, Nan (2001), Social Capital: A Theory of Social
Structure and Action. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Lokot, Michelle (2018), “Blood Doesn’t Become Water’?
Syrian Social Relations during Displacement,’ Journal of
Refugee Studies.

Lubbers, Miranda, Molina, Jose Luis, Lerner, jiirgen,
Brandes, Ulrik, Avila, Javier, and Christopher McCarty,
Christopher (2010), ‘Longitudinal analysis of personal
networks. The case of Argentinean migrants in Spain,’
Social Networks 32: 91-104.

Malkki, Liisa H. (1995), Refugees and Exile: From “Refugees
Studies” to the National Order of Things’, Annual Review
of Anthropology 24: 495-523.

Martin, Diana (2015), ‘From spaces of exception to
‘campscapes:’ Palestinian refugee camps and informal
settlements in Beirut,” Political Geography 44: 9-18.

Massey, Doreen (2005), For Space. London: SAGE.
McMichael, Celia, and Lenore Manderson (2004), ‘Somali
women and well-being: Social networks and social
capital among immigrant women in Australia,” Human
organization 63(1): 88-99.

Mouawad, Jamil (2018), ‘Lebanon’s border areas in light
of the Syrian war: New actors, old marginalization,’
Research Project Report, Middle East Directions,
European University Institute.



Dr. Nada Ghandour-Demiri

Orhan, Oytum (2014), ‘The situation of Syrian refugees
in the neighboring countries: Findings, conclusions and
recommendations,” ORSAM Report 189.

Palmgren, Pei (2017), ‘Survival and integration: Kachin
social networks and refugee management regimes in
Kuala Lumpur and Los Angeles,’ Journal of Ethnic and
Migration Studies 43(13): 2247-2264.

Pittaway, Emma E., Bartolomei, Linda, and Geraldine
Doney (2016), ‘The Glue that Binds: an exploration of the
way resettled refugee communities define and experience
social capital,” Community Development journal 51(3):
401-418.

Poros, Maritsa (2011), ‘Migrant Social Networks: Vehicles
for Migration, Integration, and Development,” Migration
Information Source, March 30, Migration Policy Institute.

Potocky-Tripodi, Miriam (2004), ‘The role of social capital
in immigrant and refugee economic adaptation,’ Journal
of Social Service Research 31(1): 59-91.

Ryan, Louise and Alession D’Angelo (2018), ‘Changing
times:
challenges of longitudinal research,” Social Networks 53:
148-158.

Migrants’ social network analysis and the

Sanyal, Romola (2017), ‘A no-camp policy: Interrogating
informal settlements in Lebanon,” Geoforum 84: 117-125.

Sayigh, Rosemary (1993), ‘Palestinion Camp Women’s
Narratives of Exile: Self, Gender, National Crisis,” PhD
thesis, University of Hull. Available at: https://hydra.hull.
ac.uk/resources/hull:7019

Schmidt, Anna (2007), ‘Social Network Theory,” in Bevir,
Mark (ed.), Encyclopedia of Governance. London: SAGE.

Sewell, Abby (2020), ‘Lebanon’s financial crisis hits
Syrian refugees hard,” The New Humanitarian, January
9. Available at: https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/
news-feature/2020/1/9/Lebanon-financial-crisis-Syrian-
refugees.

Sénmez, Ziimriit (2017), ‘The role of social networks in the
movement of Syrian refugees to neighbouring countries,’
iNSAMER, March 11.

Stevens, Matthew R. (2016), ‘The collapse of social
networks among Syrian refugees in urban jordan,’
Contemporary Levant 1(1): 51-63.
Strang, Alison and Alastair Ager (2010), ‘Refugee
integration: Emerging Trends and Remaining Agendas,’
Journal of Refugee Studies 23(4).

Thorleifsson, Cathrine (2016), ‘The limits of hospitality:
coping strategies among displaced Syrians in Lebanon,’
Third World Quarterly 37(6): 1071-1082.

UN-Habitat and UNHCR (2014), Housing, Land and
Property Issues in Lebanon: Implications of the Syrian
Refugee Crisis. Beirut: UN-Habitat Lebanon.

UN-Habitat and UNHCR (2018), Housing, Land and
Property Issues of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon from
Homs City: Implications of the Protracted Refugee Crisis.
Beirut: UN-Habitat Lebanon.

UNHCR 2019a, ‘Syria Emergency.’ Available at: https://
www.unhcr.org/syria-emergency.html.

UNHCR 2019b, ‘2018 Year-End Report. Operation:
Lebanon,” Global Focus Report. Available at: http://
reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/pdfsummaries/
GR2018-Lebanon-eng.pdf.

UNHCR 2019¢, ‘Vulnerability Assessment of Syrian
Refugees in Lebanon.” Available at: https://www.
unhcr.org/Ib/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2019/12/
VASyR-2019.pdf.

Uzelac, Ana, Meester, Jos, Goransson, Markus, and Willem
van den Berg (2018), ‘The importance of social capital in
protracted displacement,” Forced Migration Review 57:
28-30.

van Meeteren, Masja, and Sonia Pereira (2013), ‘The
differential role of social networks: Strategies and routes
in Brazilian migration to Portugal and the Netherlands,’
Norface Migration, Discussion Paper 10.

Vertovec, Steven (2003), ‘Migration and other Modes
of Transnationalism: Towards Conceptual Cross-
Fertilization,” International Migration Review 37(3): 641-
665.




20

Social Networks during Displacement: The Case of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon and Beyond

Vohra, Anchal (2019), ‘Syrian refugees panic as threat
of deportation rises in Lebanon,” Al Jazeera, July 25.
Available at:  https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/
features/syrian-refugees-panic-threat-deportation-rises-
lebanon-190725102745367.htm/

Wildschut, Tim, Sedikides, Constandine, and Dalal
Alowidy (2019), ‘Hanin: Nostalgia among Syrian refugees,’
European Journal of Social Psychology.

Williams, Lucy (2006), ‘Social networks of refugees in the
United Kingdom: tradition, tactics and new community
spaces,’” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 32(5):
865-879.

Yahya, Maha (2015), ‘Refugees and the making of an
Arab regional disorder,” Carnegie Middle East Center,
November. Available at: https://carnegieendowment.org/
files/CMEC57_Yahya_final.pdf

Yassin Nasser, Osseiran Tarek, Rassi Rima, and Marwa
Boustani (2015), No Place to Stay? Reflections on the
Syrian Refugee Shelter Policy in Lebanon. Beirut: UN
Habitat and Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and
International Affairs.






Amencan University of Belrut www.activearabvoices.org

S FOY RN s

C_ | 1865
The Asfari Institute for Civil Society and Citizenship
wilolglly Oull aslimall (5 rawo¥| igae



