/602

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT
(AN AnALYSIS)

Edmond Howile
Arte Vv
Claese of 1952



CONTENTS

PREFACE

INTRODUCTION

I.
II.
IIT.

Iv.

V.

VI.

THE BACKGROUND
THE NEEDS "F THE ARAB 'ORLD

SYRTAN FROTESTANT CNOI.LEGE
(Deaniel Bliss Administration)

SYRIAX FROTESTANT COLLEGE
(Howard S. Pliss Administration)

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT
(Bayard Dodge Administration)

CONCLUSION

AI'ENDIX T

APPENDIX II

AT "ENDIX IIX

BIBLIOGRAI'HY

10

&7
61

2 3 3

79



PREFACE

I would take this oppurtunity to exprese my indebt-
edness to my tutor, Dr. Nicoles Zladeh,, Assistant Professor
of Arab History, for his untiring guidence and encouragement ;
to Dr. Charles J. Miller, Associate Professor of History, for
hie constructive criticlems and timely suggestions; and to
Dr. stoph.n Be.Le. Penrose, President of the Americesn Univereity
of Belrut, for meking available to me the archives of the
University. I em particularly beholden to my wife who did the
typing for me and without whose inepiretion and indefatigable
industry thie peper would not have been written.,

Edmond Howie.



INTRODUCTION

In the early sixties Americen miesionaries in Syris
were mede awere of the necessity of establishing & schonl of
higher learning. They roqhasted Dr. Daniel Bliss, of the
Syrian Mission, Beirut, to assume the responsibility of organ-
izing such an institution and sent him to Amerieca to make the

necessary arrengements.

On April 24, 1863, the proposed school was granted »
charter by the Stete of New 7ork snd named the Syrien Protestant
College of Beirut. It opened formslly in the fsll of 1866, a
preparatory section having been formed the previous yesr. Since
then 1t has developed and expanded continuously. In 1867 the
School of Medicine wae opened, the Preparatory School and the
School of Pharmacy in 1871, the School of Commerce in 1900, the
School of Nursing snd the Hospital in 1905, the School of
Dentistry in 1910 (discontinued in 1940), and the School of
Engineering in 1951.

Originelly est:blished in three rooms of a rented
house, the school soon outgrew its sccomodetions and in 1868
was moved to larger quarters. In 1870 it was trensferred again
to stl1ll larger accomodations where it remwsined until 1873 when

it was moved to its present site in Ras Belrut.

From a teaching staff of three and & student enrolle-
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ment of 18, the new school expanded until now its corpe of
instructors numbers s2lmost 300 snd its student enrollment
2671 (1950-51). The student body is composed of boys and
girls representing 37 different countries and 19 religious

Eroups.

On November 18, 1920, in recognition of ite de-
velopment, the Boerd of Regents of the University of the State
of New York suthorized the change in name of the school from
Syrian Protestant College to Ameriean University of Beirut.

This paper 1s not intended to be 2 history of the
University. Its purpose 18 to determine whet heae been eccom=-
plished to fulfill the originel purpose of the inetitution,
nemely, to trein men with a strong religious, morsel, and ethicsl
background who would ecarry their knowledge to their peoples snd
would attempt to meet the needs of the Arsb world in the 1lisht
of their background.

Only the highlights of each adwinlstration will be
stressed. The material and phyeicel growth of the school will
be minimized, a8 will be the quality of the scademic training
provided. Emphasie will be 121d on the charscter devel opment
of the students and the manner in which the university authorities
attempted to make MEN.

Though three different sdministratione will be reviewed
and discussed, the period of the firs: two adminietretions, that
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of Deniel Bliss, and that of his son Howard S. Bliss, will be
treated ss one phase, and the sdministration of Bayard Dodge
a8 a second phase, in the development of the University. The
present administration will not be reviewed.

The author would caution the reader to expect only a
brief mention of the development of the Medical School, not
becsause he feels that it le of minor import:nce but beczuse he
believes the training & student recelives in this department 1s
of & techniecal and scientific neture, and as such, 18 beyond
the scope of this paper.

Due to the nature of my toplie my sources have been confined

mainly to University records. The lecord of the Boerd of Mecnogers

of the Syrisn Protestant College and College Faculty Minutes

and Annuel Reports were of grestest value beceuse they were not
intended for publicetlion and ae such, events recorded in them

were freely discussed. The College Catglogues were useful for

stetisties, and the College magazine Al-¥ulliyeh, was especially
useful for the war annals of the College., Other tr~n University
records I wes fortunate in having mede available to me the

Syriean Mission Minutes (1853-1870) which were especially useful
in gathering data reference the proceedinge leading to the estab-
lishment of the Syrien Protestant College in 1866, For informa-
tion &8s to the scope of missionary activities in the nineteenth
century, I relied he:vily upon Henry H. Jessup, Fifty-Three Years

in Syrie, The Missionary Herald, Juliue Richter, A listory of
Protestant ssions in the Near Esst, and George Antonius, Arsb
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Awakening. The latter source wre slso useful for information
on the politiecel aspeot of nineteenth century Syrie. For

general background reading on Syria I used a2lso Philip Hitti,

History of Syria, snd A.H. Hourani, Syria and lebanon.

Frederick J. Dlies, Reminiscences of Daniel Bliss, was by fer
the best source for gelning an insight into the personslity and

character of the first president of the College. 8S5.B.l.. Penrose,

That They May Have Life, 1= a detalled study of the development
of the school and the only book on the subject. Jemes O, Finkston,

History of the School of Medleine. American University of Beirut,

is an unpubliehed compllation of excerpts taken from S.B.lL. Penrose,
1
Op. Clt., and ie veluable only in that 1t deels soléy with the

School of Medicine. lastly, due scknowledgement must be made to
information received from personal interviews with rrivate indl-
viduals vho were students or tezchers (or both) during the period
under review, =nd with members of the RBliss Family etlll living

'in Belrut. ¥hile one or twvo of the sources interviewed have reach-
ed such an advanced age that their memories cannot be entirely
relled upon, most of trem gave information which wsa, in the
opinion of the writer, dependsble. I feel tha&t such information
was unbiesed because it wse not intended to be uesed to Judge

personalities and also becnuse I promiesed to treat it as confidentisl,



ABSTRACT.

THE AMERICAN UNTIVERSITY OF BEIRUT
(An Analysis)

In the early sixtles American missionaries in Syria
were made aware of the necessity of establishing a school of
higher learning. They recuested Dr. Daniel Bliss, of the
Syrian Miesion, Belrut, toassume the responesibility of organ-
1zing such sn institution and sent him to America to make the

necessary arrangements.

On April 24, 1863, the proposed school was granted a
charter by the State of New York and named the Syrian Proteetant
College of Beirut. It opened férmally in the fall of 1866, a
preparatory section having been formed the previous year. Since
then 1t has developed and expanded continuously. In 1867 the
School of Medicine wes opened, the Freparatory School and the
School of Pharmacy in 1871, the School of Commer ce in 1900, the
School of Nwrsing and the Hospital in 1905, the School of
Dentistry in 1910 (discontinued in 1940), eand the School of
Engineering in 1951.

Originally estsblished in three rooms of a rented house,
the school soon outgrew its accomodations and in 1868 was
moved to larger quarters. In 1870 it was trensferred agein to
8t111 larger accomodetions where it remained until 1873 when

1t was moved again to its present site in Ras Beirut.

From a teaching staff of three and a student enrollment



of 18, the new school expanded until now its dorps of instructors
numbers almnst 300 and its student enrollment 2671 (1950-51).
The student body 1s comnosed of boys and girls representing 37

different countries and 19 rellgious groups.

On November 18, 1920, in recognition of its development,
the board of fiegents of the Unlversity of the State of New York
authorized the change in name of the school from Syrian Protestant

College to American University of Beirut.

The American missionaries reslized that it wes hopeless
to train all the especilaiste needed by the Arab world. They
intedded that the college tra’'n men who left school with a strong
religious, ﬁoral, and ethical background. They 2180 hoped that
the greduabtes would cerry their knowledge to the peonle and would
attempt to meet the epecific need s of an ares in the light and
spirit of their background. It was not intended that the college
traln men to establish paint factories or to buld bridges, but
it was intended that the Syrian Protestant College trein men who
would recognize the need for such social or economic works and
Instill in these men a sense of sncial resconsibllity which

would compel them to meet these needs.,

The graduate of the college was to be primerily a men of
character, and secondly a man of knowledge, He wae to be ed~-
ucated as a tescher,. lawyer, engineer , or doctor, but his ed-
ucation in specific fields was to be correlated with the study

of the 'great idea' of Christianity, stressing the morsl and



ethinal values of the teachings of Jesus Christ, as understood

by the Protestants.

During the first phase of its development the College
was highly successful in turning out the kind of graduates 1t
intended to; during the second phase of 1ts develpment (the

Beyard Dodge administration) it was not so successful.

The Bliss era wes permeated with a strong miesionary epirit.
The men who ceme to Beirut to tske up positions in the College
were for the most part men with theological training who held
spiritual values above material values. These men were able to
provided the enviromént so necessary for the develorment of a
student's character. They not only presched the Christian 1ife

they lived it.

During the second phase of its develpment the University
changed its character. The men recruited to teach considered
themselves educators, not miseionaries. They felt that their
responeibility towards the student ended outside the classroom

and that their privaete lives were their own.

Thie attitude wae & reflection of the times. The post=-
World War I generation of the entire world, found itself living
in a new era. Cultural traditions and spiritual values were
discarded and seculartsm with its dévil may care attitude became

the formula for lkfe.



The Western World best exemplified tiis spirit. Its
success 1h creating a material world of economic well being
was envied by the peoples of the newly 'liberated' Arab world.
They yearned to imitate the West and to achieve for themcelves
slmiler pollticel freedomand economic well=being. They believed
that the key to the success of the West wse the specislized
training of its leaders, and they therefore set out to forge

similer 'Tools' for themselves.

The Amerlican "'niverelity of Beirut was called uron to
furnish these 'tools'. From all corners of the Arab world ceme
the cell for specialists to serve in different capacities and
to bulld up an Arab world similar to that of the West. The Uni-
versity suthorities heeded the csll and exerted 211 their efforts
to create a 'machine' gear:d to turn out specialized graduates

modeled on western standarés.

The emphasls was placed on quantity of teachers rather
than on their epirit, en the quality of the training rather than
on the student being treined, and on the materiszl and physical
expenslon of the University rather then on its spiritusl, moral
and intellectual development. The American University of Beirut
met the demands of the times with the weapons of the times. The
secuelr veluee of the twentleth centruy replaced the spiritual

values of the nineteenth century.

Though the failure of the University diring this second
preriod may be considered a reflection of the trend of the times,
thie is not in itself sufficient justificstion. The mark of ell

great dinstitutions, as well as of all great men, lies in their



ability to rise above the times and to hold firm to their ideals
and their principles.



THE BACKGROUND
g Jom

The Gtteman Empire, during the nineteenth century,
though extensive in ereas, continued to exist politically be-
cause of European great-power rivalries. Its holdinge consist-
ed of the Balkans, in Europe; Crete, Aegesn Islends, and Cyprus,
in the Mediterrenean; Morocco, Algeria, Tunisla, Tripolitania,
Cyrenniece, Sehara, East Africa, end Egypt, in Africe; end Arebla,
Syr‘il,l Anatollas, Transoxiena, Mesopotamils, P-uia,anmrnun.
Afghanistan, Transcaucasia, end Turkestan, in Asia.

In 1832, control of Syrla wss wrested from the Sublime
Porte by Ibrehim Pasha acting for hie father, Mohammad All, rpov~
ernor of Egypt under the nominal suzerainty of the Sultan. 1In
1833, when the Sultan formally recognized Mohammad Ali's control
of Syrias, Ibrahim was appointed governor of the newly acquired

province, subject to his father'm rule and commends.

Both father and son dreamed of establieshing an inde~
pendent Arab onpiujnnd Torahim's poliecy in Syria was directed
towards that end., He established a2 "... centralized government
strong enough to hold separatist tendenclee in check, and 2 sys-
tem of taxation regular and comparatively retional, slthough

turdensome. The Jjudiclary was reformed, and greater equality

J. The use of the expression Dyria here 1s meant to include
the present states of Syria, Lebanon, Hashimite Fingdom of
Jordan, and Isreel,

2. tles of Is ¢ History, complled by Harry V. Hazard,
3 &om m%oﬁul, & ﬁb Avakening, (T.on‘on, 1938), p. 23.



than had previously existed was establiehed between Moslems

and others. The Government founded schools and vermitted for-
elgn miseionaries to do no."l The governor attempted to re-
tain loeal tradition by basing hie rule upon the local landown-
ing and ruling fauiliesz and openly expressed his desire to re-
vive Arab nstional consciousness. He recelled to the people the
glorious eras of Arab History and surrounded himsélf with men
who shared his 1deas and worked for their reslization. His aim
was to start an Arab revival as s prelude to the founding of en
empire. To further his aim he based hls rule also on "... re-
1igious and civil equality and on the protection of lives and
property, ..g[f£7“3 All his efforts were in vain. And yet, al-

though he failed to realize hie dream, two of hls measures were

of paramount importance in the awakening of the Arabs.

First. By permitting western missionaries freedom in
their work, hitherto held within the bounds of Christlan com-
munities by religious intolerance, he opened s path for the flow
of western ideas into the heart of the Areb lands. Second. By
his enlightened educational policy snd the establ ishment of
primary and secondary schools, he aroused a deeire for education

among the Arab peoples which has not yet been satisfled.

In 1840 Mohammad All was forced to relinquish control
of Syria to the Sultan. This was brought sbout mainly through
the efforts of lLord Palmerston who bellieved it beat for Great
Britain to maintain the Ottomen Empire whole, but weak, rather

;. A. g. Hou;;ni. Syria and Lebanon, (london, 1946), p. 29.
. De .
Je . 'toniu.| _0_20 0;;.. Pe 33




then to permit the establishment of & new kingdom which might
endsnger the Mediterrenean route to the Far East.

After Ibrehim's departure, the emouldering embers of
religious sectarien differences, which hsd been suppreesed dur-
ing the Egyptlan rule, vere fanned into flz2me by the Turkes who
spplied the axlom of 'divide and rule’. After a number of se-
rious conflicts the entagonisms between the different sects
culminated in the Massacres of 1860, which resulted in the death
of aprroximately 11,000 Druzes snd Christiens of lebanon snd

Damascus.

Hostilities between the religious sects concerned were
brought to en end by European intervention. The fgltan sent
Fuad Peshe as hls representative to Syris end authorized him to
punish the perties reeponsible for the disturbsncese and to co-
operste with the Europeen representatives, who were gathered 1n
Belrut, in esteabliehing messures for the better government of

Iebanon.

In 1864 as & result of these efforts, lLebanon was
given "... a large measure of sutonomy whiech sllowed it to have
ite own system of locsl gnvernment, administered by & Christian
governor with the help of & representative council.” !

The signifiocance of the messacres of 1860 lles not so
much in the politicel es in the intellectuel snd morel conseq<

uences.- The clergy were thoroughly discredited. In the words

1. M. p. 59.



of 8 contemporsry observor, "... the bonds of ecclesimatioal
tyranny have been greatly loosened 1f not entirely broken off.
The utter worthlessness of the corrupt priesthood has been exe
posed, and the oonriaonco of the people in thelr splirituel guldes
wenkonod,..ﬁ[1;7' The disturbances 8180 "... swakened men's
minds to the horrors of thelr moral stagnation and rekindled the
zeal of those who asw thet at the root of the country's tribula-
tions was the secterian hatred that thrives on ignorance.

/e messacreg/ led to & renmewal of activity in the entabl 1sh-
ment of schools snd to sn lntensification of at;ort in favour

of breaking down the barrlers of obscursntiem.”

l. 8 , (Boston, 1860), 1VI: 364-365.
2. G« An us, tes UDe 59'&0.



THE NEEDS OF THE ARAB WORLD

tUntil the advent of Ibrehim Pacha'bé administration
in Syris, the intellectusl lével of the Areb people was low.
The only schools avallable were elementary in curriculum and
gectarian in charscter. There wes & very limited supply of
books in any language, and Arablc presses were scarce. There
was one in Constantinople (established in 1816) and one in Calro
(established in 1822) both of which printed Arabic books of a
literary and sclentific nature. But the demaend for education
in Syria wes not great and few books found thelr way into the
cmmtx‘)'.1

Ibrehim's educationsl reforms and hie policy of re=-
ligious toleretion, which geve scope to western missionary ac-
tivity, were stimull which helped srouse Syrian intellectual
curiogsisy. His educational measures were deliberately con-
celved to instill in the Arabs & conclousness of the culturel
gulf between his Turkish overlords and himself, and also to
train men for military service. The achools thus founded,
though strictly for Moslems, and the educatlonsl system thus
instituted, though short lived, had lasting results. Moslem
parents, in their efforts to combet the governments'e military
designs upon their children, establiched private schools to com=
pete with the state institutions. Thus, indirectly, Tbrahim
rasha fostered an interest in seculesr education which 4id not
. dle out with hie departure in ).Bli('.t.2

l. y De 38.
2e s DDe 40=41.



American and French misslonary activitles, given
ptimulus by Ibrehim'e rule of tolersnce, led to the establishe-
ment of a great number of schools (By 1860 the Americans alone
had established aprroximately 33 of them.) and two printing

1
presses., One, American, in 1834; and one, Prench, in 1847.

Intellectual activity thus stimuleted aroused a de~-
sire, on the part of the people for better educational facilie-
ties. Henry H. Jessup, an American mieslonary in Syria, wrote,
in 1863: "There 18 progress, growth end 1ife.../There are/ so
many applications for schools snd instructlon that we know not
vhat to d0ee.. Delegation after delegation of men from various
villaaes end @ifferent secte, call upon and write to us ....
[/2exing/ for preachers, &nd we heve none to mend. They ask for

2
schoole, and we have not the means to support them." Another
contemporary source statesn:

It 18 olso 2 significant and ancourmg!n; fact

thet a more jJust appreciation of the value of educa-
tion is rapldly apreading through the Areb community
generslly.... Indeed, the deslire for edueation both
male and female, of & higher order than hae heretoe
fore been possible, has risen to & sort of passion in
Belrut, in certain parts of Iebhenon, and even in some
clties and towns farther inland.

“ell aware of this growing nzeal for education,

the Jesuites and other Roman Catholic misslonaries are
rapldly multiplying thelr institutions.... It is, in
fact, no longer & question whether or not educetion
is tn,be obtained, but simply who is to he the teach-
ers.

The Amerlican miseslonaries were not to be outdone by

the Jesuita. 1In 1862, the secretary of the American Miasion,

| 1. b PP 41 =44,
2. '_ lonsry Hera _d. LIX: 183-
ST




in Beirut, recorded a minute which stuted:

ves the rapldly increseing demand amongst large
numbers of Arab speaking people for & more varied
and complete system of education than has heretofore
been enjoyed, renders the estesblishment of a 14t~
erary institution of a high character an imoerative
necessity in order to nrevent protestant and prot-
estantly inclined youth from being drewn into papel
institutions ... 1t 18 deemed esmentlal for the suc~
cess of the undertakine that the contemplated instie
tution be gulded &nd smusrded by the combined wisdom
and experience of the Miseion and have for its prin-
eipal & person who shsll be able, with the divine
bleesing, to infuse intn it that elevated mors] and
 peligious influence, without which sclentific a
Jiterary educatioh may prove 8 curse and not =

on Januery 27 the minite was presented and adopted

and Mr. Danle) Blies wss elected principal »f the proposed
school. It was to be his task to publiclze 1t both in Americe
and England and to raise funds for its endowment. The purpose
of, end the need for, the College, was published in newspapers
and printed in clirculare which were distributed to prospective
contributors &nd philanthropic institutions. One such olreulsar
is here quoted:

~ Buccessfu) Missions and Commercisl intercourse,
infusing Christian ideas and the quickening elements
of Western civilizetion, have begun # "Renewal of
Tetters” in the East. In Syria and in portions of
adjacent countriee, the desire for eduocetion, and that
of a higher order than has been heretofore nossible,
ie widespread and urgent.

The need of Teachers, Preachers, Trsnslators,
Fhysiclans, lLawyers, Engineers, Clerks, Seoretariesn,
and other well educated men, 18 everywhere felt. No
existing Schools or Institutions can meet this demand;
the instruction given is either wholly elementary, or,
a8 in the Homan Catholic and in sowme tive Schools,
it is partis), deceptive, and perverting.

1. Syrisn Misslon Records, Vol. II for 1853=1870, pr. 138<9.
Tound in the Americen “ission, Belrmut, lebanon.
#  The underlining is mine.



The enemies of Christianity, professed Infidels
&8s well =8 Papists, fully slive to the sdventages
to be gained from the present stete of the country,
are edopting bold and energetic mesasures to fore-
stell Protestantism in becoming the educators of
this vast population.

In order to counterzct these efforts, and se=~
cure to the people of Syria the mesns of a sound and
Liberal Education, 1t is proposed to establish at
once an Imstitution which shall furnish to native
youth an Education euch as the country demands, in
thelr own tonzue, in their own l2nd, =2nd st the
amellest cost.

The College will be located in Beirut, the sea=-
port of Syria, a city rapldly growing in size and
importance, and occupying a centrsl poeition in ree
spect to all Arebie-speaking races.

The language of the College will be exclusively
Areble, the common tongue of Syria, end spoken by
more than & hundred millions of people throughout
the East.,

The course of inastruction will embrace the severe
&l departments of "Arable languege and Ifterature,”
“Mathemstics,” "The Natural Sclences", "Vadern and
Anclent lLangusgea", “Turkish law and Jurisprudence”,
and "Medicine”,. The lest will be made especially
prompinent, as the whole lend is now cursed by ignorent
netive quecke and medical Jugelers. Thoroush instruce
tion will 2leo be given in "Morel Science and Bibliocal
Literature,” the Hible being the constant religinus
text-book. The®logy, 28 & system, wil! not be tausht
es it is thourht prefereble that young men prepsring
for the Miniotry should complete their Theolorieal training
in connexion with the Miesion to which they belong.

The College will be conducted on strictly Prote
entant and Evangelical principles; but it will he open
to students from any of the Orienta) sects and Netiione
e2lities who will conform to ite lews and regulations.
It 18 hoped that a strong Christian influence will
always centre in, and go forth from, this Inastitution,
and that it will be instrumental in relsing up a body
of men who will f111 the renkes of & wel)-trained end
vigourous "NMative Ministry"; become the suthors of &
Netive Christisn Iiterature; supply the educet!~nal
wante of the land; encourage its industrial interests;
develop its resourges; ncecupy etations of suthority;
and, in & large degree, 214 in carrying the Gospel,
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snd its sttendant blessings, vherever the Arsble
language 18 spoken.

The Americen mieelonaries realized thet it was hore-
lese to trein 211 the specislists needed. They intended thet
the college train men vho left school with & strong religinue,
morel, snd ethicel beckground. They s£lso hoped thut the gred-
uetes would cerry thelr knowledgee te the peorle and would sté
tempt to meet the specific needs of &n aree in the 1ight and
apirit of thelr beckground. It wes not intended thet the col-
lege treln men to establish peint fsctories or to bulld hridpes,
but 1t wes Intended that the Syrian T'rontestznt College train
men who would recognize the need for such goaial or economie
worke and inetill in tﬁeao men & sense nf soclel responelibility

vhich would compel them to meet these needs.

The greduste of the College wze to be nrimerily a2 men
of cheracter, and secondly a men of knowledre. He was to be ed=
ucated e s teacher, lswyer, engineer, or doctor, but his educe~
tion in specific fleldas wes to be correlsted with the study of
the 'great ldea' of Christlanity, stressing the morsl snd ethie-
al values of the teschinga of Jesus Chriest, ss understond by

the Protestants.

Theee were the neédes that the American ¥Misesioneries
intended to sstiefy when they firct orened the doore nf the
S8yrisn Frotestent Colleme 1n 1845,

1. A copy of thie circulsr mey be found ln the volume of
"Annual feports of the Nosrd of Menegere of the fyrien
Protestant College, 1867 to 1892", loeated in the office
of the President of the American Unlversity of RBelrut,
l.ebanon.
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SYRIAN FROTESTANT COLLEGE

fchool of Arts and Selences.

1
From the modest beginning of a teaching staff of

three and & student enrollment of eighteen, the Deaniel Bliss
administration nurtured and gulded the Syrian Protestant College
through thirty-six years of growth. In 1902, when ¥r. Bliss re-
tired from the active leadershlip of the schonl, the teaching
staff numbered forty members, the student enrollment six hundred
and fifteen, snd the number of departments had increeased from
two to riv-.2

During thlie perind the only important event in the in-
tellectual development of the collewe wes the chenge in the
medium of Instruction from Arebic to English. %YWhen Ameriecsn
missioneries firet enterteined the idea of estebliehing s college
in Beirut thelr main concern wes to institute an educstionsl
program vhich would keep the student in sympathy with hie own
people. Experience had taught the missionariee that foreign
education tended to denationalize the student. They therefore
thought 1t wisest to ure Arsbic ss the language of instruction
and to use Areblc textbooke wherever prectical in order to ore-

b
vent the seme thing from occuring in their contemplated school.

Fr:- 1866 until 1880 Arsbic remsined the lsngusge of
instruction. In 1880 English replaced Arabic. That this com=

2. Annual fbport. 1901.02' De 6.

l.. Not counting instructors.

3« Frederick Jones Blles, ed., The Reminiscences of Daniel Hliss,
(l.!-’ 1920). PP« 162-164,

4. The medium of instruction of the Medleal Department remsined
Arebic until 1883-84,
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plete reversal of policy wae & wise move, taken after mature
and intelligent inquiry, is indlceted by the folloving atete-

ment written by Daniel Bliss 1n his annus)l report for 1878:

The subject has been long under consideration
whether we should not greduslly but radically modlf
our plen in regerds to the mediu=m of 1nstruetion€.7
The Faculty has slreedy suthorized the teaching to
some extent of MNaturasl I'hilosophy, Hietory and Moral
Philosophy through the English languege.

We have tsught English with the &oublé objeét of
diseciplining the mind of the student and of furnish-
ing him with the knowledge of the langusge whereby
he would have access to the thoughta of the wlsest
and best men. The first object hae been successful;
the latter only pertly so, Among men &t home with
rare exceptions, on leavl college make little use
of the Greek, Latlin, /and/even ¥rench /and/ Germen,
unless while in College they so fer master the lan-
guages a8 to be &ble to read them with esse, without
the use of dictlonariea. Ye have resson to feer
that most of our gradustes meke little use of their
English. The American or European student, although
he suffers & greet lose 1n neglecting his anclent
classies and hle French /and/ German, has sccessthrough
his own language to nearly all that 1s valuable both
old and nev, But our grsduates, when they ley seide
their English studles, have 1ittle access to the
thoughts of the great men of our age; they are shut
up to the worst of the dead past.

After entering upon thelr professions, instead
of reading in a leanguage, permested with the epirit
of progress in 211 depsrtments of 1ife, they elther
read not at all or are confined to books, satursted
with errore in religion, moral law, politice, medi~
cine and soeclel life. If Arablie litersture ies ever
to be enriched by books in eny or in 211 branches of
sound learning, these books must be written by the
netives themselves. We would continue our endeavors
to make our students accomplished Arsble scholars so
that they can write books and teach the people in
the Arable tongue, but 1t is equslly, if not more
important to glve them a prectical knowledge of the
English language so that tfty may find something to
write about and to teasch.

1. Annual Report, 1878. (The pages of the report were un-
numbered. In other sectlion of thias paper if no page num~-
ber 18 indicated 1t will be because none was used in the
report ecited,)
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No other lmportant change was made in the academle
ecurriculum during Daniel Blies's administration. A student
who succesefully completed the necdessary requirementes gradu~-
ated with a well-rounded, general education. But that was
not the primary aim of the college.

The character of the graduate was as important 1if
not more important than the amount of scademic learning he ac-
quired. The college administration reslized that the “character
of a atudent 1s formed by the atmosphere and uplifting influence
of his environment more than by the courses he studies.” .
!Rustu- Puam? on one occasion, pald tribute to the success of
the college in developing men of character, when he said to Dr.
Bliss: "I do not know how much mathemetics or how much history,
philosophy or science you teach at the Syrisn Protestant College,
but I do know this, that you make MEN, and thst is the important
thing. And I wish I had one of your gradustes to put in every
office in my prov%nco. I would have & far better Government

than T have now."

From the very outset the administretion encountered
difficulty in furnishing the neceesary bulldings snd classrooms
for the students. The college was first established in 1866 in
a house rented from Mr. Butrus Blstany who hed 2 school of his
own next door. Tn 1868 the college wes moved to & larger house
with two smsller houses attached. In 1870 it was again trans-
ferred to a2 larger bullding where it remained until 1873 when

it was permanently established in its present location.

1. Harold W. Close, The career Group Plan, p. 2. A report
prepared for the Arte snd Science Conference of the American

(= University of Beirut (1932).

2. A well~-known Turkish smbassador and former governor-general

" of Lebanon.

3: PF. ni... OE. Q!to. Pe 21‘.
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One of the first problems encountered was that of
the preparatory school. In 1865, one yesr before the open=
ing of the college, the Roard of Manageras adopted & minute to
the effect that a well orgenized preparetory department was
ensential for the welfare of the college and thet the school
called "Medraset el “Wataniyet", conducted by Mr. Butrus Busteny, -
be rented in part for that purposo.1 The preparatory depart-

ment was to act ar a feeder for the college by prepzring the
prospective freshmean notuonly &cademlcelly, but sleso by orient-

ing him in the type of atmosphere he was goling to encounter in
2"
the college proper. .

Tn 1867 the college administration declided that the
arrangemente made with Mr. Bustany were not setisfectory. The
efforts of #l) prrties concerned "...falled to bring /The prenp-
aratory depertmedi? into correapondence and harmony with the
aime Jand/ objects of the 0011050..‘3 A special committee as-
signed to investigate the situation deemed it =dvisable to ter-
minate the arrangements st the expiration of the exlsting cone-

tract.

The following year Mr. Busteny's contreet was not re-
newed and the conllege attempted to do without 2 prepsratory de-
partyent. It was left to the various schoola in end ebout Relrut
to traln students for the collogo.“ This errangement 1ikewise
was not satisfectory. In 1872 Mr. Blise reported:

1. HfHecord of the Bosrd of Mansgers of the Syrlan-Trotestant
College for 1864 to 1903, pp. 8-9. Hereafter clted as
Record of Board of Managers.

2- b ] p. 59.

» underlining in mine.

3. Ibld, ppe. 61“670

4, st.ggl.n Be.l.e FYenrose, Thet !E! Hl! n!! I‘!tg. (N.Y..lﬂl).
Pe .
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It 18 & matter of regret that the various
schools in Syria do not spufficlently prepere stu-
dents to enter the Literary - much less the Medl-
cal Department - of the College. It 1e especislly
aiffricult to find eny meens to provide for sppli-
cants who come from s distance and must received
into & preliminery bosrding echool.../. /7 last
year, & number of puplls from distant pleces,
anxious to enter the College but unprepered, were
turned away with the means in hand and asking to
rexain to complete the necessary preperstion -
There &re now several epnlylng from other clitles,
vhom we shsll also be compelled to refect unless 1
we can make snme provieion for their sccomodations.

During the scsdemic year 1872-1873 an experimentsl
preparatory depsrtment wae organized in the college nroper.
It wee such a success that its permenent estab) lshment wse re-

commended to the Board of Trustees. Mr. Rliss reported:

It 18 belleved that a well orgenized Prep Dept
will nelther injure other schoole nor decressge their
number, but that 1t will stimulete them to seek a
higher standard by plecing before them a model not
beyond emulation. It will also trein teschers for
primery schoole and will give /%7_/ employment to
studente in the College proper and in the Mediosl
Dept who may desire thus to meet their expenses
while pursuing thelr profesesional studies. It would
thue prepsre undergradustes for taking charge of
echools. Trerhape the strongest srgument lles 1in the
fact that the College would thus hesve you men un-
der its cere for e greater period of tlnof?zqg g0 be
better able to trein them to hebite of reguler /and/
systematic study /and/ to direct their minds while
young to the principle of sound morslity /and/ pure ,

falth without which our College will prove o fallufe.

The preperatory school wes conetituted a seperate
department in 1875 and hae remained se & brench of the college

to the present day.

’,

The Administretion did not overlook the students of

1. Annuel Report, 1872.
2. 1Ibid.
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the college proper. From the originel facilities of four rooms
rented in Mr. Bustany's bullding, the college wase expanded until
in 1905-06 it consisted of fourteen buildings spread over &n
area of forty leroe.l

More important than its succese in furnishing & physi-
csl environment for the development of its student's cherscters
wag the schlevement of the Syrisn Proteetant College in establish-
ing & religlous and morel stmosphere conductive to the 'making
of men'. All studente were reaquired to esttend morning and eve~
ning preyers and & Sundey presching service. All boarding stu-
dents had to be present at the regulsr “undey =fternoon Bible
classes end at & ~ildvweek prayer meeting. Courees in morsl phi-
losophy and metaphyeice were required subjecte for 211 seniors
and "...ln cnursee whose content was not speciflcally rel igious,
Chrietisn principles were emphsslized wherewver pogeible. Thus
studlee in English often utilized translation from the English
Aible, which freguontly led to dlscuseion of fundementelly rell-

gious problems.”

The professors themselves were 8l] minlsters ae well
es teschers. TNliss, Dodge, Fost, Lewls, Van Dyvek end Yortsble
hed undergone theological treining. "Younger sseistents were
not always so well preprred and great csre had to be exerclsed
in choosing them. / A_/ Mr. Preser, for exsmple falled to
messure up, &nd was permitted to leave the etaff in 1870 becsuse
«se his religious views were unorthodox in the eyes of the Col-
lege adlinlstr-tion.3
L. Annual Report, 1905«06, p. 3.

2« 8. Be. L.. Tenrose Sm- GLt. De a6 .
3. Ibid, p. 4. '
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Another instance hsd more serisus consequences. In
1882 Dr. lewis, Professor of Chemistry and Geology delivered
2 commencement addrees in which he apparently mentioned some
of Darwin's theories on evolution. The eddrese was eriticlzed
unfevorsbly by & number of Americans sand some natives, and
aroused & controversy wh'ch resulted in the suspension of forty

1
students and the resignstions of four professors.

In 1ight of this affeir the Trustees deemed it ad~
visable to require 211 proscective rrofessors and inatructors
to elgn the following declaration of principlee:

In scecepting the aprointment of Frofessor, or
othervise engeging in the duties of instructor in
the Syrisn Protestant College, we, the undersigned,
do plefige ourselves to the hesrty acceptsnce and full
sdoption of the following declaration of relisminus
belief: =

I. The Divine inepliration, zuthority, &and sufflcten-
g cy of the Holy Seriptures.

II. The right and duty of private jJjudgement in the
interpretation of the Holy soriptures.

III. The Unity of the Godhead and the Trinity of the
Persons therein.

IV. The utter deprrevity of human neture in consequence
of the fell.

Ve The incarnstion of the Son of Ood, His work of
etonement for the sins of menkind snd His medis-~
torisl intercession and relgn.

Vi. The Justification of the sinner by faith 2lone.

ViI. The work of the Holy Spirit in the conversion
and sanctification of the sinner.

1. From & statement iseuved by the Fresident in 1883,
It may be found in the volume of Annual Reporte,
1867-1892, of the ‘merican Univereity of Beirut.
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VIII. The Immortallity of the soul, the resurrection
of the body, the judgement of the world by
our lord Jesus Christ, with the eternsl blessed~
ness of the righteous, and the eternal punish-
ment of the wilcked.

IX. The Divine institution of the Christian min=-
istry, and the obligation and perpetuity of
the ordinances of Baptism and the lord's
Supper, and the sacredneas of the lLoerd'a day,
which 18 to be duly honored.

Xe The whole body of evangelical doctrine as
conteined in the inepired Word of God and
represented in the concensus of Trotestant
ereeds eas opposed to the erroneous teach-
inge and prectices of the Rowish end Famt-
ern Churches.

we @lso declare our hearty sympathy with, and
pledge our active co-operetion in advancing the chief
alm of this Institution, which as a misslonary agency,
is to traln up young men 1in the knowledge of Christ-
ian truth, end, 1if possible secure thelr tntelligent
end hearty scceptanceé of the Bible as the Word of
@God, and of Christ as the only Savlour, and at the
seme time inspire them with high morel purposes end
gconsecrated aims in life.

we further pledge ourselves to the inculoa-
tion o” sound and reverent views of the relation of
Ood to the natural universe as 1ts Creetor and Sup-
reme Fuler, and to give instruction in the Special
department eassigned ue, in the epirit and method
best calculated to conserve the teachinge of re-
vesled truth and demonstrate the essential harwony
between the Bible snd &1l true sclence and phllo-
sophy .

In view of the responsibility of inetructors
of the young end the influence of personal example,
we recognire the importance of unusual cere in mein-
taining ® high etandsrd of Christlan conslatency in
1ife and conduct withlrorcr-nco to a11 the mnral
questions of the day.

The signing of the "Declaration of rrinciple” remesined

obligatory for ell prospective professors and inestructors

1. A copy of this declarstion may be found in the volume of
AnTul% Reports, 1867-1892, of the Americen University of
Belirut.

2. Trustees Minutes, January 30, 1902. As quoted in 5. B. L.

renrose, Op. Cit., p. 49.
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until 1902 when the Board of Trustees, 2cting upen the request
of Howerd Bliss, son end successor of Danlel Bliss, "Reso '
that, while retaining the present 'Declaration of Principles’
ss 8 genersl exrression of the religzious bellef of the founders

of the College, subscription to this 'Deeclerstion® be no lonmer
2
required "

¥ith instruction based on Christisn »rincinles, profess~
ors and teschers indoctrinated with Christian 1desle, end pre-
csutione teken to keep unorthodox view from inveding the ecsmpus,
the atmosphere of the student’'s environment wee permeated with
the moral snd ethlcecel valves of Christienity. /2nd yvet under no

circuastences was proselytizing rermitted.

In astters of religious inetruction Dr. Blles set the

example:

"ees no sttempt wes mode to combet error or
false views, but we followed the method by which
darkness !'e expelled from the room by turning on
the light. T... tried to lonk £t the subject un~
der dlecussion from the standpoint of the lleten-
ers. For inetence, the question wes abked: "Te
it vrong to esk the Saints and the blessed Virgin
to pray Tor us, to intercede for us"" Hed, the
question been answered; "Yes, it l& wrong,"” two-
thirds of the clase, who were in the habit of call-
ing on the Virgin and 8sints, would have turned &
deaf ear to all that aight have been said after~-
wards. Had the queetion been snswered: "No, it
18 not wrong," the rrotestant boys would have re=-
ported to their perente &nd the misesioneries thst
the Fresldent of the College hed twrned Romen
Catholie or Meronite.

S0 I turned to the one ssking the guestion and
sald: "I thank you for ssking thet question. It
ie en imvortsnt one and a woet neturs]l question.”
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(The Protestant boys sat in thelr seats with upright
heads, expecting the others would be placed on the
left hand with the goats.) “Awmost nstural question
for you to ask, living in this country, for every-
thing is done here through medlators or intercessors.
If you wish a favour of me you do not come to me di-
rectly, but you g#o to some Tutor snd ask him to ask
me. You have been to my wife and besought her to in-
duce me to give & holiday. I have bought several
horses, rented seversl houres, bought various pleces
of land, but always through 2 broker, thet is, an
intercessor. Not only in businese metters but in
political and sociel affairs sleso the intercessor
must be appesled to. You cannot ecsl]l on the Pashe

of Nelrut directly; you must f'ret pess the guard the
doorkeeper, see hie Secretery, end he will ro and ask
the Pssha to receive you. Hot only in this country
but in Englend end 21l over the world you must appesl
to intercesgore. I cannot csll uron the King of
England, ¢irectly, but must appeal to the Ambessaador
of the United States, who will intercede with I know
not how many English officiele, and then perheps I
might posalbly see the King. Your question is a most
naturel one. You say: If I cennot visit the Freslident
of the College, the Fasha, the King, without inter-
cesslon, how can I go direct to God," = (the hesds
of the Protestant boys hung low); then I added:

There is an infinite difference between the Preei-
dent of the College, the rasha of Beirut and the King
of England on the one hend, and the Lord Jesus Chriet
on the other. These never have invited you to call;
He says; Come unto me all ye that lsbour &nd are heesvy
laeden., e know little, He 18 &8l1 wise; we have little
compeesion, le is full of grace and truth and loves
you more then 211 the Sainte in Glory can possibly
love you. 8So, whether it 1s right or whether it is
wrong to agk the Saints to intercede for you, it 1s
vholly unnecessary, it 18 useless, it is & loss of
time, -~ "Before they call I will answer, salth the
Almighty.'

Upon antother occasion it wee anked If 1t 1ie
right to confess one's eins to another. It was an-
ewered, "It 1s not only right, but a2 solemn duty to
confess your faulte to any one whom you heve wronged
but you question, in view of the practice of many,
implies: 18 1t right to confess to a priest our sinse
in genersl and in perticulsr? There is no objectlon
to your doing so, if you seek his advice in the hope
that he make some sugwestion which will be helpful




to you, just as you tell the physician your symp-
toms and hebite that he mey know whet to prescribe
for you. Your question implies gt11]1 snother guee-

. tion, namely, hss the priest power to sbesolve you
from your £ins? He hae not power to sbaolve your
sin, but he has suthority to say that you are abseol ved
under certaln conditions, One time in New York, in
an dlmost deserted street, a tell, fine-looking man
accosted me and ssid: 'Father, may I spesk with you?'
'Certainly,’ I sald, He continued: 'I have sinned.
I signed the pledge and took am oath before the Bishop
and before God thet I would never drink sgein. I
have broken the pledge; I got drunk. Is there any
forgiveness for me?' I plsced my hend on his ghoulder
and said: 'My friend, if your confession 18 from the
heart, and your sorrow real, and your détermination
firm not to repest it, you are sbsolved eand your sin
is forgiven.' He sald: 'Thenk you, Father,' and went
on his way rejolcing, and so did I, for I head applied
the UYospel in ite essentisl fullness to the poor man.

So any priest, eny men who believes 1in the Gospeles

of Jesus may sey to any man, 'If you are truly pemltent

your sine are forgiven you.' But no priest, no =en,

can pronounce absolutlon without that great If. Jesuse

Christ, who knows what is in men, and, seeing the con-

trite spirit, can say without the If: 'i‘hy sins sre

forgiven thee.' As In the physical world gravitation

is found vwhere there 1g matter, so in the spiritual

world God'e forglving grace ls fgund vherever and when-

ever & contrite spirit is found.

In 8till =nother manner did the adminiestration attempt
to develop the students charscter. The average Near Fastern
boy 18 leses capeble of moral Judgement then his “estern counter-
part. The fault lies not 8o much in the boy ae in hls femily
and school background. A fether or tescher is apt to dlseipline
the youngeter not becsuse of sny inherent wrong in the asct com~
2

pitted, but simply for the sake of digeirline. A boy thus
diseciplined not only does not learn the sound vrinciples of be-
Baviour but i lisble to Jevelop & greater respect for the punish-

ment then for the suthority wielding it. "The problem /of the

le Fe. Je m‘.“i.'gﬂlggs Phe 207-210.
2« 5. Be. L. FPonrose, E:'G;!o. p. 90.
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college/ was to bridge the gep between rigld surveillance and
neturel self-government, encouraging the development of in-
dependent Qtlr-oontrnl but keeping 1t rether strictly within
the bounds. The importance of belng able to construct a wall
around the cempus was not to be exaggerated. It greatly fecl-

litsted a necemsary check on the golnge-out and th: gonings-in

and permitted a greater freedom vwithin the campue.

Daniel Bliss utterly refused to comply with the ususl
practice of encoureging students to spy on one another. He be-
lieved thet trueting a boy makee him trustworthy2 end he put his
belief into practice.

The following anecdotes relested by his son serve better
to 1lluetrate his manner of treating minor cases of discipline:

re wae & regulsation sgainet smoking in the
roome Jof the colle « "One night in November," =
graduate relates, "I was studying very late in my
fourth-story room, ané, supposing the suthorities
were all in bed, I was smoking & cigarette, which,
vhen half finished, I chucked out of the window.
In a few minutes came & knmock at the door. “Come
int" I ecalled. The door slowly opéned. Insteed
of some fellow-student, there stood the President!
And the room fyll of smoke: "Good-evening,” he ssild,
with his usual air of dlgnified politeness., "Have
you studied Astronomy?" “Ye-e-e-ess, sir," I stem-
mered. “Then perhape you can tell me whether this
is one of the nights when we may ox?oot meteors fall-
ing through the air?" "I--I-=Y don't remember,” T
sald. “Ah," he sald, "I thought perhaps you could.
Godd=-night. That wes #11, but there wes no more
smoking in that room at lesst.

In leter years when no one wse suprosed to emoke
anyvhere on the campus, & student wes enjoying & elg-
arette behind the Cheapel. Presently he heard the firm
step of the Tresident advancing. He hastily thrust
his right hend, burning cigarette and 211, into his

1. d' Phe 90-910
2. « Jo Bllies, Ops. Cit., p. 200.
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slde goat-pocket. Inestead of passing by with & sal~
ute, &8 ususl, the Preeldent extended his hand. The
etudent was obliged to extend his. "How 1s your
father in Pamescus?" gsid Dr. Blies. "and your moth-
or and (sti1l]l shaking the hand) your dear old grand-
mother? @ive them my salasme when you write." At
this Juncture the cigarette dropped from the burnt
pocket to the ground. The Fresident ssluted end passed
on with no further word. BSuch stories were too good
to be kept even by the victims, = hence the regula-
tion uesually took cere of itself.

In such & manner was Dr. Bliss able to wield a person-
al influence which caused & former atudent of his, Mr. Naseim
Birbarl, to say: "',.. the ploture I have of Dr. Bliss is not
that of the stern president who presided over the College and its
destinles... but rether that of & wise counselor, & trusty friend

o 2
end a kind father.'

-

The Paculty of the collewge d1d not overlook the import-
ance of the acedemlic tralning to be mede available to the studente.
It was not sufficlent to 'make men' with any sort of education.

It was important that those men, uvron greduating, enter fields of
work in vhich they could trensmit the benefits of thelr treining
to thelr people.

To facilitate this end the curriculum of the college
was planned with emphssis placed upon the trsining of teachers
and the trsining of medical doctors. Teachers, because they would
be 1in contact with & child during the formstive perind of his 1ife
eycle; and doctors, snfd—doctors; because they would be present
Guring moments of stress, when what they 8ai1d and how they seid
it would be fully sceoepted and believed by the petient &nd his
family.

1. F.J. Biies, . s 200-303,
J B8 £%!f§g§3 PD. 202-203

2. Annuel Repor e Do 21.
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The following 1s & typleel four-year curriculum
avallable to 2 student entering the arts and sclence section

of the Syrian Protestant College in the year 1887-1888:

shma ear.

Arablci- Higher Gremmer, Nsr-ul-Qirs, begun; eesays]
reedinge from classlice.
English:i- Reading and psrephrasing, Heleon's F1f

Reader; grammar; Kello ; com~
poa[ffons and converss exerclsees;
declamatlions.

Frenchi- 0Ollendorf's Method

Mathematica:~- ge Be

Biblei= Expository Lectures.

Sophomore Year.

Areblect- llgher Gremmer, Nar:g;#u, completed;
essays; readings from elasssles.
Englishi= Reading end psrephrasing, Sixth ileader;

Grammar, gg%;gfg gnd Reed,completed;
esgrye an eclametione.
t -

French:~= 0Ollendorf's Method; lLectures Morales,
Historiques et Scle qUes «

Mathematicsi~- lzne, d and Spherical Geometry,
Hog§¥¥gggt Mensuration.

Historyi= Ou nee of Ancient Hirtory, .

Physicai=- Genot's P ar Naturel Phlloso

Bible:~- Expository ures.

Junior Year.

Arsblies- Rhetorle, %1! ¥1-Adgb: easays and orations;
study of classlical authors.

Englishi~- [thetorle, ; Shakespesre's Jullus Caesar;
esoays an? eclamaetions.

French:= e thod; Havet's l.e Francels

i esnays.
Mathematice:- ane and Spherical Trigonometry,

mgmm: Surveying, Jentworth, with field
WO

History:- W and W
Chenmlstry: norganic Chemistry, HRoscoe. ILectures on
Himnlogy.

Zoology:- Daekard s Briefer Qourse; lsctures.
Bible:~ Expository lLectures.
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Senlor Year.

Arablo:- Rhetorie, Ilm ul-Adabj literary criticlam;
essays, orations and poeme; study of clasei-
cal authors.

English:= Englieh Literature, Ke 3 Merchent o
V.g%ce and Hamlet; Fa ge lLomt; eesays,
eclamations, and orstions.

Mathemrticsi- Analytical Geometry, lLoomis; Differen-
tial Calculus (optignal), Frostor.
Moral Fhllosephy:- Hopkins' Law of IE and Love as

& Law.
History:- Lectures on the Conatitutional History of
Englend, end Fhilosophy of Hietory.
Peychology and Logic:- Hickok's lentel Sec
‘rl

evon's I

Astronomyi- efer Course.

Botany:- Balfour's klements o roet's
re o 8.

Geology:- Dana X oki lecturee.

Bible:~ Expos;;ory Loc%urou. 1

School of ic .

The American miseloneries who founded the Syrian Pre-
testant College decided that thre study of medicine wes to "... be
mede especially prominent, as the whele land .../wag/ cursed by
ignorant native quacks and medlcal Jugglore.'z

From the date of its establiéhmont the school of medi-
cine ettracted considerable attention and interest.3 One of the
me Jor ressons for such interest, other than the need for compe-
tent doctors, was thet "... in consequence of thelr unfasvoureble
position under Turkish rule, Syrian Christians were excluded
from many of the higher professions, commerce and medicine alone
being really open to them,"” '

In 1866 the Board of Menagers of the college adopted

the following minute:l

1. Syrian Protestant College Cetslogues, Vol. I, 1387-1888,

pr. 28-29,
2., From circulsr previously cited. Hee page 8.
3« S.B.L. Penrose, sy Pe 32

4, Julius Richter,
MQ (H-‘I.. 1910)’ 9.219.
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¥hereas, provisions having been now secured
through the preparstory department for meeting to
& conslderable extent the immedlate literary commands
of the community: it 1& the opinion of the Bosrd of
Mensgers, thet se next in order »f importsnce, and
previously to filline the higher scientific depart-

ments, the mdica* noEagtngft gf the GQ‘F'.F should
&8 soon &8 poseible eompletely organized...
Doctore '"1111em H. Thompeon, C.V.A. Van Dyek, and

John Yortebet were chosen to constitute the first medical fsoyl-
ty.a Before the opening of the medlcal school the following
autumn Dr. Thompson was sent sbroad to reise funds for the en~-
dowment of different chairs in the medlcal depsrtment 54 In
Oetober of 1867 Dr. George Edward Post wes nominated to the
medical rmmlty.4 but due to certein commitments to the Ameri-
cen Board of Miselons he was uynable to accert the nomination
until Jenusry 17, 1868, and 414 not begin his dutles st the

Syrian Protestant College until shortly after the besinning of
5
the academic year 1868-69,

In 186768 the medical school of the Syrian Protestant
College began ite firet acedemic year with a faculty of three
end 2 student enrollment of fourtoon.s Ite languege of instruc-
tion was Arebic and due to the difficulty of obtalning medieal
books in that language the professors had to write their own
mu." They continued to work under this hardehip until 1883-84

l. Record of the Board of "ﬁmyup Pre 21-22,
2. 1Ibid, p. 27.
’. Ibid. Pe 35.
4. 7Ibid, p. 78,

5« 8.8.1. Penrose o De 39.
6. Annusl Report, id. '
Te Sl'dl. Iufti, Moy "A) Hekim C.V. A. Van Dyek," in Im. Ne. T3,

pPP. 31-32.
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when the language of instruction was changed to English there-
1
by fsecilitating the purchape of textbooks.

From 1867=-68 to 1901-02 the school of medicine develop-
ed repldly. The Prussisn Hospitel of the Enights of St. John
was placed at its disposel in 18’(‘?’:2 the faculty expanded from
its oririnal number of three to a total of elght; and the student
enrollment from fourteen to one hundred end n!lno.3 In 1871 the
first graduating class numbered six utnaent-;h in 1902 slrteen
were gmduated.5 For the entire thirty-two yeer norigd the total

number of medlcal esraduates wss two hundred end five.

During this firet period »f ite history the medicsl
faculty encountered only two serious 2ifficulties. T™he first was
thet of obtalning government recognition for its medical degrees,

and the second, thet of obtelning cadavers for dissection.

The regulations of the Ottoman sovernment required
"ee. medical students from all parte of.../the/ Empire, with its
various languages, to go to Constantinople to be eremined before
& “edicel Bureey the mejority of whose members... /were/ not
acquainteéd with any of the languasges epoken by the esubjects of
the Sulten.” ! Unless 8 etudent underwent this exsminetion and
successfully pessed it he wes not allowed to prectice his pro-
fesslon anywhere in the Empire. If hg did eo he was subjlect to

arrest on the cherge of melpractice.

1. Record of the Board of Managers, p. 167.
2. Ibid, p. 121.
3« Syrian Trotestsnt College, Cataloguye, Vol. IV, 1901-02, p. 103,
4, Annusl Revort, 1871.
S« Annual Report, 1902,
6. Byrian Proteetant College, Catalogue, Vol. IV, 1901-02, p. 101.
Z. Anmual Report, 1871.
« 5. Be L. Fenrose, M-. Pe 4.
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During the Daniel Bliss adminlstrstion the only con-
gession the Ottomen government would make in this matter was
to conatitute the school & branch of the Imperial College &nd
to ad&o to rey 8]l the exnenses a2 student incurred by belings
obliged to travel to Constentinople for his examinetion by the

Medical Buresu of the Empire. The student wes gleo exempted from
1
paying the flve pound exsmination fee.

The recognltion of the Syrisn Protestant College medi-
cal degree was not obtalned untll 1903 during the adminietration
of Howard Blies.

The second diffioulty the colleme encountered in refer-
ence to ite medical school, was in obtzinlng cadavers for dis-
section.

Moslem law prohiblted such dlssectlo on the
belief that the dead retain thelr senees. The
matter was discussed in feculty meeting on January
6, 1869 when Dr. Post reported that he wsas trying
to stimulate a little quiet grave robbing but was
having difficulty because of fesr of & rublie out-
break or of the suthorities. On February 15 of the
same year, however, Mr. Dodge reported with some
enthusiasm that "we hsve more 'subjects’' offered
than we want® and went on to #8811 of a 'mountsin
Frincess' being taken from her tomb by overzealous
'helpers'. She was returned to,it in short order
snd without untoward incident.

The succese of the medical school during the Deniel
Hlies sdministration 1s best Bhown by the following statisties.
Of the 205 men who obtesined thelr medicel degrees during the

first thirty two years of the medical schoofs history 95,.13%

' remeined in the Arsb World after graduation. Only & mere 4,.87%

1. 8S.B.l.. Penrose, . ey Do h.

' 2+ B.B . Yenrose, Op. ey D= 42. In footnote 26 Mr. Penroee
writes: "Mr. we noted thet th's bellef probably origin-
ated with the Prophet's statement: '‘“en sre asleep, and

st death they awske.'"
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16ft for forelgn lands for one reseon or snother.

Dr. Deniel Bliss devoted thirty-six yeers of his 1ife
to the bullding of a school with the necessary environment end
spirit conductive to the treining of men vho would serve thelir
eountriee. The school gradueted & total of 576 studente of
vhich 89.67 remsined in the Near East .1 To the originsl preva-
ratory end arte end sclence departments there weas sdded the de-
partments of medlcine, rharmecy, and commerce. Not withstanding
thie anezing achievement Dr. Blles wss dissatisfled. In 1902
he listed for the Board of Trustees whet he considered were the
weaknesses of the colloge,z and by so doing outlined 2 course

of development which hier son and successor wee to follow.

1. 8% B. L. Penrose ™ p-88
2. Annual Report, 150%%5. '



CHAPTER IV



gBehool of Arts snd Seclences.

Howard Sweetser Dlles succeeded his father &s presi-
dent of the Syrian Frotestent College. It was his destiny to
guide the oollege through eighteen years of development and to
rear upon the foundatione l21d by bhils father the suverstructure

to be known as The Americsn University of Belrut.

Though eecond generetion by birth, the new president
wea first generetion in thought and sririt. He belleved, as hile
father snd his fether’s collesgues did, that the college gredu-
ste should be nrimarily s man of charscter end secondly & mén
of acacemlc learning. All through the perind of his administre-~
tion he endeavored to meke the Syrisn 'rotestant College renowned,
not for the quaslity of its training, but for the qual ity of 1te

gradustes.

In his firet presidential report Howard Flles, writ-
ing of the colleglate depertment, expreesed hie views as to the
purpose of the depertment and 1ts function in the college proper.
He wrote:

/T™e collegiate depertment should be &/ ... vi-
tal center where the noblest ldeals of Chr stian
Givilization, where learning, where culture, vhere
a1l the forces that go to the making of en educated
man shall be germinated, developed and brought to
birth; where the tradition and atmosphere of rure
gseientific trsining shell be preeerved; where love
of truth and chivalroua devotion to ite behests
ghall be kept burning with clear and untroubled flame;
where holy smbitions and ardent ssplration shall be
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united with unwesried industry snd pstient drud-
s.l'" - esee

dur professionsl Departmente ought indeed to
be fortified end incresped. Lew g#nd Engineering
end Selentific Agriculture ought soon to heve place
in our scheme of study, but the time muy soon come <
ps 1t 18 reapidly coming in Egypt - where excellent
opportunities for pfofeseionel and technical study
cen be secured in government schoole or in more
richly endowed or more highly favoured inetitutions.
tyt the time is never coming when with the history
and the aspirit and the trsditions and the prineiple
end motivee of our Tmetitution back of us we shall
not hold the unique position of sbllity - 1if we ere
feithful to our trust - to conduct to the most suc~
cesafu ssue & couree of mental &nd morsl disclpline
meking for intellectuel and spiritual supremacy among
gll theories and schemes of educetion «... our
Professlional and Techniczl Courses will be led
not beceuse they are necessarily better then others
in equipment, but beceuse thelr utiliterienliam will
be permeated and saturated by the spirit that flows
forth from the Collegiete Department..

The new edministrstion gave primary consideration to
the collegzlate department. The teachine force weas increared and
atrengthened; the curriculum was atudied and revised; the prin-
ciple of elective studies wase introduced; entrance examinntions
were more csrefully supervised; the ace for entrence was advenced;

a graduate progrsm wes provided for, and frequent meetings of

the collegiate teeching staff were held with the ides of develop~-
2

ing a sence of espirit de corps.

These efforts did not achieve the desired results.
The quality of the work of the students of the collegiste de-~
partment remsined unsatisfactory. After due considerstion the
Faculty ceme to the conclusion thaet the defect in the depsrtment

1. Annuel Heport, 1902-03, pp. 14=15.
2. Annual Report, 1904-0%, p. 17.
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«ee the sbsence of a responsible officer of-
ficially and suthoritatively charged... with the
delicate and @ifficult tesk of guiding the etudent
ess In his intellectuasl 1ife outside the clasaroom,
of promoting in him the love of study, of teaching
him how to study; of devising ways and means by
which this growing love of study and sbllity to stu-
dy shall be promoted and safeguarded; of esrintine
the 1azy student, the indifferent student, the beok-
ward student, the bewilderéd student, to escape from
the fate which will surely overtske him, and to es-
cape by his own patient and sturdy efforts; of in-
terpreting to the immature 1ad4 the mesning of the
Colleme Course, go thet he will appreciate thet 1t
18 a course of correleted etudles, end not a mere
bundle of Lsolated subjects.l

To improve the quality of the work in the college
course the Faculty created the office of Dean of the Colleglate

Department and elected Frofessor Hobert H. ‘est as the Firat

dean.

In 1902 Daniel Blise had written of the collerieste
department; "... in no other place in the whole institution is
the work of the studente... so desultory and uuaatiafaotory."a
In June 1906 Dean “est renorted thet of one hundred snd fifty-
three students enrolled in his department at the beginning of
the academic year, 91% completed the year; nmprroximately 86%
were promoted uncondltionnll;: 12%Z were promoted conditionally;

and only 2% falled outright.

Such an excellent intellectual record is indicstive of
diligent study and effort not 'desultory and unsetisfactory'work!
In one short yeer the new office of dean had Justified its exist-

ence .

1. Annusl Report, 1904-0%5, pp. 17-18.
24 Annual Report, 1901.02’ De 10.
3. Annuel Report, 1905-06, p. 25,
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The establishment of the desnehip wee the only radlesl
chenge introduced 1ln the colleglete department during the Howe rd
Bliss adminietration. Dut, it wes not the only eschievement of
the new sdminietratlon.

During the period 1902-20 the meterisl snd administ-
retive resources of the college were expanded gmrestly. New de-
partments and courses were added. The Nurses Troining School
(1904); the Sehool of Dentietry (1910); & Hormel Course (1909);
and an Agricultural Engineering Course (1914). The Tesching
and administretive staff wee incressed from forty-two to one
hundred; the campus sres expanded by the sddition of spproxi-
metely twelve scres; snd the number of buildinegs incressed from
eleven to twontr-aix.l

Dne of the bulldings erected by the new administretion
wes Yest Hall, the eoncial building of the college, The plan for
this building was first conceived by the younger Syrisn and Ameri-
cen teachers who felt that their campue life favoured smell end
exclusive groups &nd wse not in line with the democretic olms
of the college. They felt the need for a buildine where studenta
would meet in & enirit of friendship; where antegoniesms of rece
and religion would be non-existent; “"where men might enter divi-
ded, wrong, inferior, end unhappy, but would leave unified, right
guperior end happy.” 2

To this end the 'younger staff' formed a committee
for the purpose of relsing funds and drawing up plane for the
contemplated building. After nine years of effort, and with
the co=-operation and help of 2lumni and the college administretion,

1. Al-Kulllyeh, Vol. VI, No. 9, June, 1920, p.cC.
2. Alﬂmll’.’.h' Vol. V| No. &, hmh. 191“, P.l}‘.
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weat Hell wes completed and of'ficlslly opened and dediceted to
the use of students, of different races &nd religlons to gather
together in & spirit of tolerance and in the sesrch for truth

end the furtherance of the cztuse of righteoumness,.

In 1908-09 the religlious stmosphere of the camous,
created by the Daniel Bliles administretion, was invaeded by a
spirit of opposition end threatened with destruction.

In July 'Abdul-Hemid , Sultan of the Ottomen Emplre,
had restored the constitution of 1876.1 To the people of the
Areb world a new ere seemed to hsve arrived, for the eonstit-

ution promised political and religious llberty. Re joicing and

celebrsetion wae the order of the dey.

The scedemic yeer for the college bewsn without any
unususl incident. The only indication of the approaching storm
wes &n incresge in the number of ueusl recuests which the college
suthorities received from the parents of Moslem studente esking
that thelr chlldren be excused from oo;pulnnry religlious exer-

cises. The requeste were not granted.

Shortly efter the beginning of the school yesr, publiec
opinion, influenced by the politicel events in the Empire, foment-
ed opposition to the religious regulations of the college. The

development of thle opposition resulted in the signing of & peti-

1. Mured V, during his three monthe relgn in 1876, issued the
first constitution of the Ottoman Empire. The constitution
stated thst 211 subjects of the Sultan were to be known ae
Ottomsns and that the religion of the state was to be Islam;
ell recognised religions were to be protected; freedom of
the press within the limite of the law was grented; and re-
presentative government established. In 1877 Abdul-Hamid
suspended the conatitution.

2. Annusl Report, 1908-09, p. 6.

*
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tion by 98 Moslem students on January 12, 1909, recuesting the

termination of the regulations poptalning to compulsory reli-
glous exercises. The Faculty 414 not comply with the request
and published the following etetement expleining its ection:

Inasmuch 88 we have recently recelved peveral
requests to define the position of the College in
matters of relglous instruction, end ineamuch a8 we
heve found thet meny misconcéptions exist in the minds
of those meking these requeets, the Faculty desires
to make the following ststement:-

1. The &im and purpose of the Collegme 18 to
develop charecter, that 1s, 1t seeks to develop in
ite students the love of truth and the desire to do
right, and 1t bellieves thet this should be the alm
end the result of all true educetion.

2. The College helieves that the hishent type
of eheraecter cannot be developed, or for any length
of time maintained, without the &id of religlon, end
for that reseon we say to every student thst he hes
no right to neglect his religlous life, whatever the
form of religlon his consclence lesds him to adopt.
Thus we seek to make him a consclentioue end God-
fesring men.

3. The College sccustoms its etudents to res-
pect the religlous bellef of others, snd ite students
lesrn to discuss freely and with mutusl respect and
considerstion the points upon which they differ.

Thus they lesrn to underetand the intellectusl end
morel principles which underlie 811 religious thought
and Drogress.

be

we believe this to/especislly velusble in a land
where meny religions are represented, and where the
desire has become so &trong to unite se far as pos-
sible on common ground. The College feels thst 1n
order to be true to its idesls 1t must teach religion.
It 1s self-evident thet the Collexe, as & Christlan
College, believes thst the Christien religlon cen
do more for charscter then any other form of relglous
faith. It 1e #lso clear that the influence of the
fible #nd of the Christien religion hes produced thle
College which represents the modern type of education.

4, This is a Christisn Collese and was estab-
11she@ with the money of Christisn people, the land
wae purchased, the bulldings were erected, the hoepi-~
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tsls were estsblished and the eculpment wae suppl led
by them, end without thelr eonetant eupport the ine-
titution could not be maintsined. All this wes done
for the purpose of providing en éducétion in which
the Bible should be taught, end the claime and beni~-
fite of the Christisn religion shouléd be presented
to every etudent.

Ve, sccordingly as falthful servente of thoee
who eappointed vs, ere in honor bound to present to
every etudent the truth of the Christisn religilon,
lesving him entirely free to socept it or rejeet 1it.
our students know that they sre left wholly free in
this respect, and our students aleo know thst those
who frenkly diesgree with ue in rellglous matters
suffer no dlsadvantsge in their relstion to the Col=-
lege or to their tescher®. Thls ve consider true
religious liberty.

The College bellieves that 1in requiring ite stu-
dente to attend religious services end instruction
it is not trenching upon the religlous liberty of
its patrons. It publishee in full, in its annual
catalogue, ite rules snd requirements in this res-
pect, 8o that no man who sends his son to the College,
need be under sny misapprehension as to what will be
required of him, These regulations have been in
forece since the foundsetion of the College, snd have
been found most useful in securing our purpose to
glve 811 our students en equel opportunity to leamn
our principles, end to create no speciel privileges
for any one cless or sect.

For these ressnns, we belleve that our regulsa-

tions sre feir to ®1) concerned, end thatlthoy serve
to promote the highest type of educstion.

The students d1d not sccept this actlion quietly.

A number of them took &an oath not to sttend -compulsory services

or classes in Bible study, and also, 1if they were expelled to

refuse to leave the campus. Ilater meny other students (among

which were practically sll the Jews, 88 in number) promised to
2

eo-operate with those who took the osth.

The sction of the faculty was not the only reason for

1.
2.

Annual Report, 1%8'09. Pe T-8.
Annual Report, 1908-09, p. 8.
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thie reaction on the part of the student body. A petition

to establish a soeclety for the etudy of Islamic culture hsd
been rejected. Other minor incidents led to the bellef that
the Feculty was being partisl in their treatment of the Moslems
“"Furthermore an eddress delivered in connection with the “eek

of Prayer services wes grossly misunderstond and misinterpreted
1
28 being an sttack upon the Moslems."

The rebelling students were encouraged by Moslem and
Jewish friends in the Areb World. Newspapers expressed their
aympathy with the students:and denled the right of the college

to impose such regulations. Moelems and Jews as well as some
2
Christians, disbelieved in the principle &f compulsory worship.

After much negotlation the Faculty arrived at what
they considered the wisest decision possible and sént the follow=-

ing letter to the parents end guardizne of the students as a baesls
3
of settlement:

March 18. 1909.

To.......-C.......'.......

After paying the duties of reepect I beg to state
thet you heve undoubtedly learned of the strike engaged
in by most of the Moslem and Jewish students in our Col~-
lege. You ere also awere that the Faculty of the College
has not been hasty in reaching & decision in reference
to the matter bhut have considered the subject wimely
and carefully: Since this question is of importance,
end since the College seeks to advance the best interest
of the students and thelr development, we have done
our best to solve the difficulty and with the help of
Almighty God (mey he be exalted) we have reached the
following declielon.

l. The Paculty will treat the striking students in
the epirit of indulgence, and will thus excuse them from

1. Annual Report, 1508-09, p. 8.
2. Ibi.d. Phe 8=9.
3. Ib’.d. pp. 10=11.
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attendance during the timee of worship, and will
occupy them during those times with something uselul
to them. This exemption comprehends the present
academic yesr only.

?. If desired, the ¥aculty will offer the stu-
dents s study in the sclence of religlon which will
not take the plece of the Rible study but will be
in eddition to 1t.

3, The Paculty will take up thle question which
hes been the csuse of the present difficulty, will
consider it and will then submit it to the Board of
Trustees in New York for their finel decision. They
cennot, however, make any promise or hold out any
hopes ag to the outcome.

LS to the students, they willl be required:-

1. To disclaim everything thet susggests the
spirit of disloyalty or disobedience or consplracy
egainet the sauthority of the College.

2. To undertske in & special manner a strict
observance of the regulations of the College as a
sign of the above mentioned dissvowal and thelr sin-
gerity in meking 1t.

3. To resume sttendsnce at the reguler Blble
classes.

Ye send you this letter thet you msy know clesar-
ly wvhet hses happened. It remeine for us to say that
beginning with Mondsy, March 22nd, this declision wil)
go into effect. If there i& any perent, however, who
would prefer to withdraw his eon from the College he
cen do 8o, &nd the College will make the necessary
settlement with regerd to the second instalment of
fees he hes recently paid.

Accept ebundent respect, and mesy your exlistence
be prolonged.

For the Feculty of the College,
Howard S. Hlise,
Presldent.
On Monday, HMarch 22nd, the declslion of the Facultly
went into effect. Elght students thereupon quietly

withdrew from the College. The rest agreed to sccept
the terms of settlement outlined in the foregoling letter. 1

1. Annual Report, 1908-90, pp. 5-11.
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During the following summer newespeper sttacks upon the
college were renewed and efforts were mede to induce the Faculty
and the Trusteee to reopen the subject. But, graduslly the
ettacks dled out and the next scedemic yesr ovened without un-
towerd incident. The incoming students were ssked to slgn a
statement to the effeet thmt they would ablde by all college re-
guletions, aud.thbir parents were requested to inform the presi- 5
dent thet the signing of such a statement met with their aporovel.

The religious strife, succesafully weathered, wes in
iteelf a tribute to the influence of the college. Beyond an
attack on the religlious regulatione of the school it was an ex-
presgion of & fear that Moslem young men, after living in the
Chrietian environment of the college for a number of yesrs, would
leave the universlity cempus less gertsin that their own creed

2
wae stronger and better than that of their teschers.

It was therefore felt to be intolersble that
in an Empire wvhoese Conetitution declered Islam to
be the religion of the State sn inrtitution should
be permitted to maintaln regulations which might
undermine the fslth of scores of studente in theilr
State religlon, studente who sorely needed the in-
tellectual advantages afforded by the Syrisn P'ro-
testant College.J

As 2 misslonary institution, the Syrisn Frotestant

College had come into ites own.

l. 1Ibigd, p. 8.
2. fnnusl Report, 1908-09, p. 12.

3« Annuel Report, 1908-09. pp. 12-13,
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The School of Medicine.

Another important schievement of the Howard Blles
administration wee the obtalinment of the Ottomen Medicel Irasde
which provided for an Imperiasl Commission to come to Beirut to

exemine the medical gresducstes of the college.

Previous to thie time the Byrisn Protestant College
studente were forced to undergo a jJourney of over one thousand
milee #nd to remsin in Conetantinople from three to nine months
before the completion of thelr examinations often hefore sm un-
syapathetic raculty.1

Since 1871 the college authorities had made numerous
attemptes to persusde the Sultan to grant recognition to the
Syrien Proteatant College degree. All thelir negotiations had
been in vain. In the fel11 of 1902, Dr. Toet, of the Feculty,
wae sent to the United Stntes mas & part of & deputation from
Turkey to see the President about obtelning e clarificetlion of
the reletions between the Ottoman government and all American

2
institutions in Turkey.

3
The committee presented its cane clearly end conclsely.

It explained how fmerican miseions, dating back to 1819, were
permitted to eatablish thelr institutions and were granted the
same recognition end privileges extended to mlsslions of other
countries. This recognition carried the form of lsw. Under 1t

the miesions scquired assets which emounted, in 1908, in the

1. Ibida, 1899-1900, p. 15.

2. 9.B.1. Penrose, Op. Cit., p. 103. '

5. The fellowing information 1s taken from & letter to the
Fresident of the United States, quoted in S.B.l.. Penrose,

S!no OL!Q. Pe 105.




ageregate to about $6,000,000.

About 1903 the Turkish government granted the French
Medicsel School in Beirut the right to issue a French degree of
Doctor of Hedicine &nd Master of Pharmscy. The Sulten “... sleo
issued an Irede directing the Imperial Faculty of Medicine at
Constantinople to send each yesr, a Commission to partiolipate
in the examination in Medicine end Yharmacy in the French school
of Medicine of Beirut". Successful studente were gronted their

degreea without further examination.

The Syrian Protestant College applied formelly for
eimilar concession. For years negotietions were unsuccessful.
Then the Fresident of the College, Howard S. Blies appesled
dirnctly‘to the 'regident of the United Stetes. The latter re-
quested the Sultan to grant the petition of the Syrian "rotestant
College &nd sgrant its medlcal desree ae equsl to the French
mecical degree. Up until the present time the Syl tan has taken

no sction on the matter.

In light of thia the Committee requested the iresident
to take the following ectlon:

To secure the appointment of an snnual Commlesion
by the Imperial School of Medlicine ot Constantinople
to co-operete in the Syrien Protestant College et
Beirut in the examinations 1in Medicine end Fharmaecy of
graduateas of the Hedical Department of the same, &nd
the award by the Imperia)l Faculty of Medicine, to
suceesaful candidetes, of the diploma of “octor of
Medicine and of Master of Fharmacy, without further
examination.

1
(.18n.d) sse

1. 8. B. L. Penrose, QEC g;to, PDe 104-107.
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The Presldent of the United States heeded this re-
quest. Diplmatic pressure was applied to the Ottoman govern-
ment and the Sultan 1ssued the Medical Irade long eought for.

In 1903 the firet Imperiesl Commission wes rent to Beirut to
examine the candidates for the medicsl degree of the Syrien
“rotestent College. (It le interesting to notethat all the
gseniors, in the Schools of HMedicine and Pharmecy of the college,
who were examined by thie first Commiesion, pessed auocosafull}.)

In meterial growth the medical dersrtaent mede 8 not-
eble advence during the pertod under review. In 1903 the eliniec~-
a]l facilities of the Schonl of Medicine coneisted of 83 beds snd
& surglical ward, located in the Johanniter Hoepitel. DNuring the
Howard Blies adminietration the collese expanded ite fscilities
by the addition of a Woman's Pavilion (3% bede); a2 Children's
Fevilion (45 beds); and en Eye and Esr ravilion (48 bedu).2

With the exnension of clinicel facilities the need for
& competent nureing force became more end more sprarent, and in
regponse to thle need & nurses Treining School wes esteblished
under the guldsnce of Mary Bliss Desle, superintendent of the
hospitsal. 4

" Also included in the advance »nf the medicsl depart-
ment wae the establishment of ihl School Dentistry under the
direction of Dr. Arthur Dray.

1. Anmuel fReport, 1902-03, p. 12.
2. Annuel Report, 1911-12, p. 12.
e 8 Ibld. Pe 135.
§. 1bila, p. 4.
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The materisl progress of the depsrtment wes parslleled
by &n improvement in the quallity of the work of the students
who began to regsrd thelr profession very sincerely and to real-
ize that this academic work wes juet & preliminary to the lifettme
study of slckness and health.1

For the S8Syrian Protestent College the war years cons-
tituted a period of arrested development though not a2 period of
insctivity. Communicstions with the United States were precti-
cally nil and Dr. Blise and the fesculty were obliged to asssume
the entire resposibillty of the college.

It was not strsnge that during thils unessy period the
officlale of the Yttoman government should view with suspicion
"eee 8N inatltution clearly ldentified with the socisl and relil-
gloue 1desls of those with whom they were st war.," ° They harass-
ed the college suthoritles with irritating demands for medicel
supplies, microscopes, &2nd other goods difficult to come by. They
attempted to levy unjuet taxee esgainet the members of the com-
munity and drafted meny of them for militsry service. They seasrch-
ed the cempus for hldden radio statione; strictly censored text-

books, snd placed restrictions upon the college and ite entire

community.

Throughout the trying situation:

cee e college
suthorities maintalned a consistent attitude of loysl-
ty to the exlsting Ottoman government, belleving that
it had the right to demend from the college, as an
institution affillated with the educationa]l system of

1. Ibid, p. 4.
2. Al-x"lll'.h. VI Jum. 1920 ’ 9‘67-
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the Empire, ready obedlience, in so far as its com~
mends did not vinlete the fundesmental prinelples
of the college. This practicel ... /manifeststion/
of 1ts epirit hss become a fuunot mora) asset 1in
the history of the College.

Nnly once, during the entire period, wee the college
forced to shut down. In April 1917, diplometiec relations be-
tween the United States and Turkey were severed and the Ottoman
government sent word to PFresldent Blies to cloere the college.
The President did as ordered and lodged formel protest with the
yeli and with the Sublime rorte. After a "two week vacatlion”

2
the college was allowed to resume ita activities.

7his abrupt reversal of attitude was not simply &
megnenimous (in the full literal sense of the word) gesture on
the ~art of the furks, it was a practicel move meant to be of

benefit to the Empire.

The velue of the graduate of the Syrian Protestant
College and the nmeed for hls services was clearly recngnized
3
by Ahmed Jamal Fasha. He had:

.es @lscovered thet the only doctors, whom he
could trust to work in front line hospitals end
typhus wards vere Beirut sradystes /ond to insure
a conatant supply of such me he furmished the
College with wheat end other supplies at military
pricea. He 8lso permitted the British professors
to carry on thelr work and released moat#of the
lLebanese teachers from military service.

Because of the quelity of its graduates, the Syrien

Protestant College, a Christiesn miseionary institution establicshed

1. Ibild, VI, (June, 1920), 9:66.

2. Ibld, Vi, (June, 1920) « 10:77.

3. Ahmad Jemal Pasha wes pilitary governmor of Syria snd commender
of the Fourth Army in Syria, PFalestine, end Arabla.

4. B;z;ad Dodge, The Amerfcan University of Belrut...(A.U.B.,
1 )» Ps 6. 4An unpubliched report on the A.U.B. from
1910 to 19“-




financed, and operated by American citizens of the United States,
was permitted to carry on ite activities in the Ottoman Empire,
whose state rcligion wes Islem, during the wer in which Turkey
and the Unlted Stotes were enemies. “Yhat greater tritute eould

be paid to the work of the Syrisn I'rotestant College?

Throughout the period of the Howard Blise adminietre-
tion the Syrisn Protestsnt College outgrew "... what, under the
terminology of the University of the Stote of New York, 1s de-
signeted as 2 college...” ; But in srriving et thie steoge the

collepe had lost one of ite moet important plllars.

In 1914-15 the Ottomen government forbsde comnulsory
religious instruction in the eollege except to those who belonged
to the uéct represented by the school.2 Thie infringement upon
one of the baric plllars of the eollege wee to prroduce repercus-

sions which ere £til] being felt to this day.

During tho/;::n the allied blockade of the Yediterre-
nean srea made it impoesible for the college to obtain the equip-
ment and supplles neceesary for ite upkeep. Food and clothing
were ecarce and very expensive, snd the cost of living rosred

to steggering helghts.

At the close of the war the college wae confronted with
numerous problems which may conveniently be grouped into two cste-
gories: flnenclal and educstionel. The firet, consisted of pay-
ing off wer debte, relsing of sslsries to meet the high cost of

l. Al=Kulllyeh, VII (Jsnuery, 1921),3:33.
2. M-~Fulllyeh, VI (Pebruery, 19 s. 4329,



45

living, end the procurement of new, and the repair of o0léd equip~-
ment necessary to keep the school running. The second, was con-
cerned with setiefylng the incressed demand for treined men to
teke up poste in the governments of the newly organized Arabd

staten.

After the wer Howard Bliss wes called to Parie to con-
fer with certein college suthorities and thence to Americe.
“hile in Paris he developed syptoms of disbetes, and by thé ‘time
he reached MNew York he wee & slck men. During the summer he took
& short rest at his home in Vermont, and seeminely recovered, he
resumed his work in connection with collere dntleo.l In "ebruery
1920, while on 2 trip in New England, he contacted influenza which
before long developed into tuberculosis and resulted in hies deeth
on HMay 2, 1920. :

The college needed perticularly at this time, 2 cepable
executlive to lead 1t towards & solution of its problems, end to
direct reconstruction and reorgenization programs necessary to
meet postewer conditions. Unfortunetely, the period between the
death of Howard 9. Blise end the inauguration $2;?J successor,

Beyard Dodge (June 28, 1923) constituted & three/interregnum in
which no definite polliey for the school could be established.

uring the interregnum one importent event nccurred
vhich was 2 real milestone in the history of the college. On
November 18, 1920, the Regents of the Un!versity of New York
amended the cherter of the college and changed ite status to

1. 1Ivbid, VI (Mey, 1920), B:&8.
2. I®a, VI (May, 1920), 8:58.
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thet of a university. The Syrian Protestant College wae here-
1
after to be known as the Americen University of Belrut.
This change in status, indiesative of growth and develop-
ment, wes not a measure to alleviete the »roblems of the univer-

sity. It remeined for the Payerd Dodre administretion to attempt

to solve them.,

1. Annual Report, 1920-21, pp. 1-2.
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT

With the ending of the war, & number of independent
and seml~-inderendent Arab States were formed. Syria, Ireq, and
Paleetine were constituted Class A Mandates. Egypt wes sepa-
reted from the Turkish Empire but wes under British tut@lage un-
til 1936 when her reletions with Britszin were remulated by a
treaty recognizing her inderendence. TIbn Saud wrested control
of the Holy pleces of Islem from Sharif Huseein and signed »
treaty with Imen Yaha of Yemen. Faysal, gon of Sharif Husreln
wos mede King of Ireq, #nd hie brother Amir Abdullah wee glven

enntrol of Trans-Jorden,

From these and other nearby countries came the call
for men with specialized training to serve in the different
governments organized. Doctors, dentists, pharmacists, and
chemiste were required for the medicel mervices; clerks, scecount
ants secretaries, and economists were needed in finance and ed-
minietrative capacities; but the gresteet demsnd was for teschers

end educators to organize and direct departments of education.

The impsct of the Yeest, through arales of ocoupsation,
einemas, books snd megazines, sroused e desire for educetion
d1fficult to satiefy. The mendatory governments established
school systeme &nd subeldized private inetitutions. In the

French srea alone over 900 private schools conteining more than




1
75,000 puplile were gliven financial aselstance. The need for

teschers was so grest thet governments sent bursaries to be

treined at the Americen University of Beirut with the inten-

tion of having them return to teke up positions in the govern-
2

ment services.

Mr. Penrose wrote:

e call for treined men/ ceme to the Ameri-
can University of Beirut with speclel force because
for fifty-eight yeare the College hed been supplylng
just the kind of men who vere needed. Too, no other
institution wae in 2 position to answer., The new
Egyptian Hational University could merve Egypt, and
the Universite de 7t. Joseph in Belrut could trein
Catholie groups in the Lebenon and other sectioms un=
der French control. ©Systems of education were in pro-
cess of development elsewhere, but it would be years
before they could turn out collexe graduates, to say
nothing of treined teschers, doctors, pharmeclsts,
dentlsts, engineers, economiste, politicel sclentlsts.
In no other institution in the Nesr Eaet wae_there
8 echool of commerce like thet 2t Belrut...

The csll for men epecialized in particuler fields of

study resounded loud snd clesr and time &nd time again. The Ameri-
can University of Belrut heeded the oell.

When Beyerd Dofge assumed the preeidency of the Univer-
gity his adminietretion wee confronted with finencial snd eadminie-
trative problems of the University proper, 2a well ae thome pro-
blems rertsining to the needs of the Arab world. As 1t 1s beyond
the scope of this paper to deal with the financlsl programs of
the new administration, the following section will attempt to re-

view only those attempts to train the speclslized graduatesm fo

1. Annuel Report, 1923-24, p.3.
2e mm.l Rlpart, 1923"?4. DcS.
B3« HSa« Be 1. FPenrose, QE. 0!!-. De 2161



1
urgently needed by the newly organized Arab strtes.

Sohog; of Arts and Sc;egooa.

nne of the firat ateps token to improve the work of
the col)legiate depsrtment wee the decision of the Faculty to
award the secondary certificete 2t the end »f the Freshman year,
one yesr lster tren wes usual. This move was caleculested to pro-
vide 8 gmenersl culturasl education, for the atudent who did not
intend to continue his studies, which would be nf benefit te
him when he left schonl. It wae slso intended to furnish the
sophomore student with his cultural backeground so =¢ to nermit
him to begin specislizing in courses which would best rrepare
him for hie chosen career. “The future engineer.../Would/ sve-
elalize on subjects leading to hie profession. The son of a
menufacturer... /would/ devoté himeelf largely to Industriel
Chemistry and the student who... /wished/ to become s social
religlous worker .../could/ interest himself in the sociel
sciences.” ¢

By receiving his cultursl educetion in the secondary
schonl a ntudent could devote 211 hie time, in the uvpper classes,
preparing for a Bachelor of Arts degzree in hls chosen pmronlon.3

To further thls specializing tendency, the Peculty in-
troduced, in 1929-30, a aystem of comprehensive examinatione where-
by Juniors would have to teke these exeminations to enter Senior:
year and Senlors also would have to take examinations to recelve

their degrees. This procedure was intended to raise the quality

1. For s deteiled sccount nf the finsncisl rroblems of the
College see 5. B. l.. Penrose, Op. Cit.

2. Anngel Report, 1923-24, p. 4,

3« Ibld, p. 4,
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of the upper class students snd thereby 1n;uro & higher stan~

dard of achievement in a perticular fleld.

“ithin two yeaurs of 1its insuguration the new adminis-
tretion wes feced with the problem of too many eprlicants for
enrollment and insufficient fecllities to provide for them. In
response to this situstlon the Faculty declded to reise the aca<
demlec standsrds of the gchool £o ae to stress the nuality of the

treining provided.

7o schieve this end and with the sim of resching stan-
dards comperable to those of /Amerlcean inntitutions, the Faculty
yoted to institute & system of competitive entrance examinatione
in order to weed out the lesser cavable etudente. The Faoulty
also ;oted to inetitute & curriculum, beginning with the first
grade of elementery echool snd ending with the senior year in the
University, which wouléd be recognized by the Board of Regents of
the State of New !ork.z To the president ".. it was & wholesome
thing for the gugulty to feel the necessity of maintaining west-

ern standards.

In the summer of 1932, the University suthorities held
s esnference Tor the purpose of considering the entire progrem
of the School of Arts end Sclences snd to determine Mow best to
to bring 1t into conformstion with the needs of the Arsb world
The findings of the different committeee indiceted among other
things, that the University was turning out, not only more gradu-

stes then the surrounding countries eould sbeorb, but that many

1. Annueal Report, 1929-30| Pe 2.
2. Annusl Report, 1925-?6. rl S.
3- Ibld' Po 6.
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of these gradustes were not of umniversity caliber. It wam Bleo

noted that & lsrge nercentsge nf students depended upon finding

government jobs, and upon feiling to do 8n found themselves un-
1

treined Tor work in private enternrise.

To eliminste these faultse it was recommended thet more
etress be nlasced upon the quelity of the students rermitted to
enter the upper claspes; that more strees slso be placed on the
work done in the freshman snd sophomore years; thet more con-
centrated flelds of study be made svallable for the uprer classes;
thet post=-gradueste trailning be rrovided for excentlonel students;

theat short, nracticel training courses he rrovided for students
2
who do not intend to work for @ degree; &nd that a study be made

of the flelds of enterprise into which gradustes were enterine

ao that more stress be made in the curriculum to strengthen the

3
training given in these flelds.

A8 8 result of theese studles 1t beceme apparent
that & segregati~n of students should really be made
et the end of sophomore yesr, which coincided qulte
closely with the French Daccalawreat, deuxieme classe.
Many students were not reslly qualified to go farther,
and there wss no particulsr reason for encoureging
them to get the B.A. degree, inasmuch as the degree
was essentially meaningless in either the Britlsh or
French systems. %Yhat secmed advieable was to select
the moet promising students at the end of sophomore
year and direct them on & speclalized three yeer course
leeding to the M.A. degree. Thoese not gselected would
be given & certificate showing completion of the hish-
est grade secondary work. The B.A. degree would gra-
duslly be eliminated or de-emphasized.

1. Annual Report, 1932-33, pp. 2-3.

2. 1Ibild, vp. 2=3.

3, Stuyart C. Dodds, Long Term Pollcles for Continuokdly Adapt-
ing to Near Eastern Conditions, p. 6. A Peport for the
Arts end Sclences Conference (1932) of the American Hniver-
gity of Beirut.



into effect,.../for the Depression hampered/ the
development of faculty necessary for the offer=
ing of more individual ipooiallzed, tutorial work
in the upper claseeB...

Such a prfzgul eould not lumedietely be put

But in 1932 2 'group major' plen was initisted where-
by it wee hoped to articulste "... in a systemstic and vital
way the work of esch etudent‘zsf the upprer dobartnenp!? in his

2

ma jor with courses in cognste depsartments."”

The plen wes to group "... allled or cognate depart-
mente in order to promote cooperation between them and integre-

tion of thelr offerings with fields of major astudy.”

The courses were grouped as follows: 1l. Biology -
Chemistry; 2. Physlecs, Mathemstics, Engineering, Astronomy;
3. Oriental Studles; 4., Modern Euroresn lLenguages; 5. His~
tory, Pbdlitice, Economice; 6. Commerce and Business Adminis-
tration; 7..Rnliglon. Philosophy, Feycholoay, Educetion,
Sociology. '

Again, in 1937-%38 en 'honors progrem was introduced
with the aim of improving the quality of the students entering
the upper classes and slso to direct thelr efforts into more

5
concentrated flelds of study.

ftudents in the upper classes were to be divided inté
Honore Course and (General Course studente. To enter the Honore

Course, & sophomore student was required to attain an academie

1. Se Be Le Penrose, - ep DPe 2“‘2#5.
2., Annual Report, 1932~33, pe Je.

3« 8. Be L.« Penrose, Op.Clt., pP. 254,

4, Annual Report, 1928«29, pp. 3-4.

5+ Annual Report, 1937-38, p. 7.
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average of at leamst 70; to enter the General Course the mini-
mum grade wes 60. Honors students were to major in svailable
flelds of atudy and to choose thelr courses scecordingly. Gen-
eral students could not major and were permitted to choose any
courses not restricted to Honore students. Oenerasl students
were not required to undergo mny comprehensive exsminations,
while the Honors studente had to take both written end en orsl
eomprehensive examinations before graduating.l

The Honore Course program continued in effect until
1948 when it wae voted by the ™aculty to discontinue 1t begin-
ning with the following acederic year. Thie move wee intended
to make it "... somewhat easier for students who came to us with

government certificetes to enter st the Sophomore or Junior level
2

It wae also felt that: "In epite of the entl-American
feeling arising from the attitude of our government on the Fales-
tine question, the deeire for an Americen educetinn has increased
up to the present, and 1t is lmportent from the point of view of
the future of these Aredb countries snd their relations with the
western democracies thet the trensfer from the government systeme
to the University be racilitatod.3 This seems fn inmply sacrific=-

ing academlic standérde for political reasons,

The preceding parsgraphs represent # review of the ma-
Jor reforme introduced in the cellegiate department by the Baysrd
Dodge administration. For twenty-five years 211 1ts efforts were

directed towsrds raleing the academic standsrds of the university

l, From p. 1 of a nlntogrlphod pamphlet attsched to the Annual
2. Annual anort. 19“?-48. Pe2e
3 Ibld, p. 2.
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and towards the srecislization of students in perticular flelde
of study. WYherees in the previnus administrations the emphasis
in the collegiate department was placed on the cultural and mo-
rel sspect of a students education, by 1948 the emphesis had
shifted to the student's professionel treining. Hie culturel

educetion had been relegsted to the secondery schonle.
Re ion.

The development of the religious s=tmosphere, conductive
to the bullding of & student's charscter, wes nowhere nesr as
pronounced as that of the academic and mscterial development of

the university.

During YWorld War I the college authorities were forced
to suspend comnulsory religious instruction. Htudents were per-
mitted to choose between Chapel end Rible Olesmes, and el terms-
tive exercises which consisted of addresses on mors]l subjects
ar courses in ethlcu.l

¥ith the terminntinn of the war the Faculty voted to
continue the previous system of religious instruction snd also
to eontinue the policy of permitting the student to choose be-
tween attendence ot there or alternative exerclees. The only
exception made ves in the preparstory section where 11 ectudents
vere compelled to attend Chapel and Bible (lasses unless thelir

parents reaueatod thet they be allowed to attend the algernltivt

exerclnes., The principle of compulasory religious instruction,

1. Annual Report, 1919-20, p. 15.
2. Ibid. Pe 15.
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8o vital during the Blies edministrations, had now been aban-
dened

Gredually the emphasie on religious instruction de-
clined until even in preeldentinl reportse mentisn of BDible cless-
es 211 but dissppesred and religious eventsvere bhut briefly noted.
In 1924=2% the president reported: "Veluntary chapel has been
well sttended by Christisns and Moslems sllke, and the mtudent
brotherhoods hsve heen very activo.“l In 192829 he wrote:
"These voluntary soccleties have hsd meny membere and have been
exceedinsly ective., 4bout ninety percent of the students huve
chosen to go to chapel, instead of teo non-religiour alterncotive
oxerolaos.'2 In 1938=39 he reported: "Religlonus exercises are
fewer in number then they ured to be twenty years ago, but per-
heps for that very reason they sre no less effective. During
the past yesr 95% of the older students hsve chosen to attend
chapel instead of... 2lternative exerciau.“3 In 1942-4% he wrote
nothing on this subject.

Determining the degree of religinue interest of the
student body seems to have become 2 function of the number of

studente who sttended chapel.

Shortly after YWorld War I a student orgsni-etion,
eelled the '"est Hall RBrotherhood, wan formed. #ts aim was
to find, on the part of “oslems, Christians, and Jews of 4if-
ferent secta, a comnmon zround for worship and ssclsl service.
Weekly mweetings and dilscussionreroups were held and meny com-
1. Annuel keport, 19285885, p. 26.

2. Annusl Repotr$, 1928-29, p. 3l.
3« Annual Report, 1938-39, p. 16.
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mittees were organized for services like teaching ln night
schools, visiting hospltels, sending delegetions to achools.
and promoting fellowship on the oannul.l Ite motto was: "“The
reslm in vhich we share ig veetly greater thean thet in which we
diffrer.” ’ The sims of the soclety were well founded &nd prec-
tical but the students lncked the necessery leaedershin., Its re-
1igloue aspect wss less and less emphaslzed untll its efforts
came to he mootly cnnecentrated on city and villace welfzre work.3
The religi~us atmosrhere so important in the minds of
the early founders of the univeraity had sl] but diseppeared.
The piller of strength so necessary for moral end spiritual devel-
opment was rorely missed, 2nd not only by Christisns. In 1946-47
when & group o} American University of Béilrut etudents were asked

whet the principal need of the university was, one Hoalon“atudent

unheeitatingly said; "VYe need more religion at Beirut.”

School of Mediclne.

The post-wsr periad found the medical school of the
university out of date. Reforme in medicel education which head
teken place before and immedistely after World Yar I had relsed
the standards of Americen medical schools far beyond those of

5
the American Universlty of Belrut.

In 1919~20 the dean of the medicel schonl reported:

l. Annugl Report, 1919-20. PP 16"13-
2. 5e B. L. Penrose, 02: Qlto. Pe 300,

Be {RA!, De 300.

4, Annual Report, 1946-1947, p. 13.

5« James O, Pinkston, History of the Schonl of Medicine.
Americsn University of Belrut, (Beirut, 1944), pp. 1-2,
(Unpublished).
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The Medlcal Fasculty of the Syrian Trotestant
College has always sought to give 1te students
medicel treining of s high quellity. The limlita~-
tions forced upon it in the peet and especislly
thoge during the recent war, common to all schools
{n the country, neturelly resulted in & lowering
of the stendsrde. In other lands medical edycstion
hee, during the 1l=st five years teken long atepse
forwerd, but in Syris schools were compelled to
postpone £11 plans for development, while eauip-
ment rapldly deterlor-tid and escentisl supplies
were nearly exhausted.
The Fsculty then voted to sdopt as the stendard for
their school the requirements of & Clses A medical college as
laid down by the cnugoil on Medical Education of the Americen

Medical Assocletion.

To errive at these standards 1t was felt thet the
medical school should reise the entrence requirements for firet
year medicine, extend the treining periond to include five years
of preperation, incresse the tesching snd administrative force,

and enlarge the clinicel and hoepital facilitles.

Money wes required for these reforms. The outline
presented by the medlcal Paculty for the proposed devel opment
an
of the medical school included ss/estimoted coet of such & pro-

gram the sum of §1.810,000.

The story of the development of the University medi-
cal depertment during the Dayard Dodge administration 18 mostly
e story of msterisl and administrative growth the detalls of
which are too technical to be dealt with here. But Jet it not

1. Annusl Report, 1919-20, p. 47.
2. 1Ibid, p. ‘7-
3. Ibid. De ‘?-



be understood that acedemic standards were ignored.

In 1923=24 the entrence requirements to first year
Medicine were reised to include completion of freshmen snd
gophomore yesre in the collegicte department. The latter yesr
being consldered as pre-uedical.l These requirements continued
in effect until 193%~34 when ae & further meessure to ralse stan-

dards, entrance to medicsl school reauired the completlion of the

2

'Junior year, or its equivalent, in the School of Arts and Sciences.

Another meane introduced to ralise the standards of the
gchool was the extension of the training period to inelude Tive
yeats of study. Thie step was intended to adapt the curriculum
to the French educational system and also to include in the stu-
dents training sufficlent hospitel work to gffnot the lsck of &

proper internship system in the Arab world.

A8 easlly es 1919 arrengemente had been made with the
Prench authorities whereby graduates of the medical school would
eppear before en examining board eppointed by the High Commissa-
riat "... upon vhose rooomnonda:ion they... /would/ be 1icenced

to practice their profeesion.”

later to make the examinstione more impressive an in-
ternational board was invited to attend theese examinations, The

first such board (1926) consisted of "... The Plirector of the

French Military Hospital in Beirut and another French officer re-

l. Annual !'bport » 1923 .2“' Pe 4,
2. Annual Report, 1933 -5.‘, Pe 2.
3. Annual Report, 1921-22, p. 20.
4, Annual R.port. 1919-20' Pe 23%.
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presenting Syrie; the Director of Health for ralestine and the
Director of Hospltals of the Baghdad lLewa - both British; the
Acting=director and another prof:neor from the Easr-el-Aini

Medical School in Calro Egypte."

No improvement in the quality of the academic treining
provided for a student would have been possible without the ex-
panslon of clinical and hospltsl facllities svallable and an in-
crease in the teeching force. During the wer the univereity had
been deprived of the use of the Fruseign Hoapita1.2 Thie created
2 serious handicap to the clinicel training of students. To re-
place this lose, to purchase new equipment and to repeir the old,

required large financiel expenditures.

To raise the necessary funde, financial campalgns were
organized and launched. That they were highly successful wae due
no little to the assistance of the Rockfeller Foundation which
alone contributed over 51.000.000.3

New Buildinge were rsised and nev equlpment purchased.
The teaching and administrative staffe were increased and the
development of the school wes rapid end efflicient. Tnday 1t 1is
fhllrhrooognisod by the Board of Négents of the State of New
York, &nd its stenderds are compersble with medical schools of

the United States of America.

In 1948 Beyerd Dodge retired from the presidency of the

l. 8. B. L« Ponrose On. G;E. Pe 226-227-
go Mumn‘lLRQg:rt' 151 =20, p..sn "',3 m

- e Lis nroae Clt., PpPs 220~ «
4. Annual Report, 152&-55, p.'l.
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University. For twenty-five years he hed been ite chief execu-
tive end had directed all his efforts to ite development. ‘“hen
he first vieited Neirut ss & tourist in 1909=10 the number of
acree owned by the Univereity totsled 35; in 1948 they totaled
70. During the ssme period the number of bulldings, large and
small and privete, increaced from 17 to 52; the teschingz and ad-
ministrative force from 73 to 459; student enrollment from 853
to 2659; and the gross opersting budget from £10§,181.42 to
§1,508,546.51.

The Daodge administrsti-n wes very successful in develop-
ing the University phyeicslly and scademically. Today 1t etands
among the best schools in the Nesr Eart. But a university ie re-
cognized not by ite eize, but by the quality of its greduates.
Determining the success or fellure of the Universeity in this per-
ticuler sspect will be diescussed in the following section.

l. Bsyard Dodge, Mo. Pe 31
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CONCI.USION

In the firet phase of. ite development the University
was highly succesaful in gredusting the type of men it was es-
tablished to train. %hen Ruetum Pasha paid tribute to the Syr-
fan Protestent Collepe graduates he referred not to their aca-
demic abllity but to their character; and when Ahmad Jemal Pasha
permitted the college to remain open during the first World Var,
even though the United States and Turkey were enemies in the con-
flict, it wee beceuse he recognized the velue of its gradustes

.who could be trusted to perform their dutles falthfully, no met-

ter vhere they were stationed.

From the start the University wes fortunste in the que-
lity of the students who csme to its doore in search »f knowledge.
These students ceme mostly from families who had the crurame to
fece the persecution of their coreligioniste by accepting the
evangelieal teachinge of the protesatant missionariee. They came
in the search of knowledge for the sake of knowledge, and know-
ingly risked the wrath of a powerful clergy and the ridicule of
their communities by epproaching & 'heretical' institution of
higher leerning. |

The number of students which the college could accept
was determined by the facilities avallable to trein them, Dur-
ing the first phease in the history of the institution the student
body was comparatively small end selective, thus facllitating the
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success of the school in developing men of charascter. TFersonsl
contact between teschers and students was possible and the stu-
denté! development wae carefully waetched and gulded by teachers

who themselvee were living examples for thelr wards to follow.

One of the major factore contributing to the success-
ful development of the students': cherscters wae the quelity of
the migsionaries who eatablished snd gulded the University thro-
ugh the first period of ite history. D. Bliss, “ortebet, Van
Dyck, Post, H. Bliss, West, Dodge, Jescup, and their colleagues,
21l had theologsical treining. They were morerl men, ethlcal men,
men of principles, and above all were men 1mbued with the true
missionary spirit. They not only tsught the 'greet idea' of
Christianity, they also lived it, thereby setting s perfect ex-

ample for the students.

To further the development of the students' characters,
religious instruction was compulsory. The students were reculred
to attend morning and evening prayers and a Sunday preesching
service. All boarders had to attend & Sunday afternoon Blble
Class and to be present at & midweek prsyer meeting. Courses
in moral philosophy and metaphysics were made comnrulsory for
211 seniors, snd in non-reiicious coursee Christian principles
were emphasized wherever possible. In this manner the students
were indoctrinated with the moral end ethical principles which
cannot be lacking in a man of high character.

Another factor contributing to the success of the
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first two administretions wee the comparstively virgin field

in which they were opersting. During the first fifty years of
ite history the Unliversity wase not troubled with the competitilon
of other schools of higher learning. Even with the esteablish=-
ment of the University of 6t. Joseph, the demand for edvecetion
exceeded by far the sourcee of supply. For this rearon the
Syrian Protestant College wes able to set itm own standerda and

to choose the most promlsing aprlicants who came to ite doore.

Recause the demsnd for education wae not directed to-
wards any perticular flelds of study, and because the students
admitted to the college came to study wlth onren minde uncluttered
with preconceived ideas and idealogles, the school authorities
were sble to develop a curriculum which in thelr opinion wae best
suited to satisfy the immedlste needs of the Areb world and at

the same time to serve as a basis for future devel opment,

The American missionaries vho founded the Syrian Prot-
estant College worked on the belief that their etudents' future
occupations should serve them mainly as the meane by which they
could convey to thelr people the morel and ethical foundetlions
of their education. To further thls end the curriculum of the
school wae planned so ap to train men to enter two main flelds
of endesvor, thet of teaching and thet of medicine. The former
because next to his parents the student 18 influenced most by
his teacher who guldes him through the major pert of the forma=-
tive period of his 1ife; and the latter because 2 doctor's ser-

vices can beet give him en entry into the patient's confidence
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in moments when he would be moet receptive to what 1is gesid, and

how 1t & said.

Thus the Americen Unlversity of Reirut, by rroviding
men of character as well es professional abillty, by providing
an environment permested with the uplifting influences of Chris-
tienity, by instituting a curriculum best sulted to the needs of
the area, and by stressing the moral and intellectus)l development
of 1ts students, wes able during the firet period of 1its devel -
opment, to provide men who were the ineriratlon and leacders of

snclal advance in the Areb world.

Though the second phase of the development of the Uni=-
versity constitutes en amezing record of growth and material ex-
punuinn. the originel aim of developing professione]l men to carry
their knowledge to thelr people in the 1ight of & morsl and ethi-
ca kground was relegated to secondary considersation, and ‘n-
pheeis was placed on the academic training of the students.

in
The change/pollcy wae not & predetermined measure on

the pert of the school suthorities. It was the unintentioneal

result of the interaction of a2 number of different factors.

The impact of the Yest upon the Arab world, especlally
during and after Yorld Yar I, gave great lmpetus to the desire
for education. Directly after the end of the war the call for
professional men to serve in the newly orgenized Arab governments
was especially great. Doctore, dentists, chemlsts, economists,

secretaries, teachers, and other specielized men were needed for
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the orgenization and development of the different governmental

departmente. The greatest need wes for teachers.

The educationael institutions in the Areb world were
hard put to setisfy the demsnd. The Catholic University of St.
Joseph could serve the arese within the French sphere of inf-
luence; the Egyptian Naetional University could satisfy the neede
of Egypt; but the countries within the British sphere of influ-
ence, such es, Ireq, Palestine, Trans-Jordan, the Suden, the coun-
triee of the Persisn Gulf sres, and the southern countries of the
Arabian reninsula, depended upon the American Unlversity of Belr-

ut to furnish the men required.

It wes difficult for the Unlversity to 2djuet iteself
to satiefy these needs. Ite fmcllities were badly in need of
repsir, and were insufficient to meet the increased demend for
educetion. Also, the conet of living hed risen tremendously while
the salary scale of the teaching and administretive staffs had

remained at its pre-wer level.

The immediate problem was to secure sufficlent funds
for the purchase of books, msteriasls, and other equipment; for
the endowment »f new chsirs; snd also to increasse srlaries so

as to meet the high coet of 1iving.

Throughout thls entire period the University suthori-
ties were continuosly concerned with finencial considerations.
¥t 18 Iinteresting to note thet though they were able to more
then treble availeble sccommodations (and at the same time in-
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crease the operating budget by more than nine times) they never
were asble to keep pece with the ever increasing demend for educa~-

tivn or with the rising cost of living.

In response to the need for professional men, the Uni-
versity introduced measurs designed to satiefy the demends made
upon it. The teasching staff was increesed, entrance requirements
were raised, the curriculum wae altered to permit greater concen-
tration in the upper departments, and & system of comprehensive
examinations were introduced. These measures were intended to
essure & supply of better trained gradustes by relsing the aca-

demlc standards of the University.

The problem of stendards wae not an eany one. SHltusted
in in aree where the governments of the various countries into
which the Aresb world hsd been divided, set the requiremente for
examinations end for granting professionsl licenses, the Univer-
sity was obliged to provide ite students with the mnecessary que=-
lifications to obtaln employment in these sreas. And, because
the school was chartered by the Boerd of Regents of the ftate
of New York it was also obliged to conform with Americen standards.
The ensulng confusion resulted in a lack of response to the real

needs of the Arab peofles.

From the outset the University proceeded to adopt the
standards of Americen inetitutions. All ite measures were, in
the main, directed to recelving recognition from the Board of

Regents for ite secondary school, for its collegiate depesrtment,
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end for 1te School of Medicine. Its policy wes to provide

2 curriculum based on Americen stenderde. Thls messure, as

the findings of the 1932 Arts and Sciences Conference ind=-
iente, though intended to improve the quallty of the training
provided, unintentionaly facilitated the transfer of students
to western inetitutions where they would concelvably recelve
thelr eduesation in an atmosphere most conductive to tsking them

out of eympathy with their people. This was one result the
originel founders of the University intended to avold.

The teschers employed during the Tirst phese of
development were chosen for thelir morsl character end Christian
spirit more than for their professional abllity. Theee teachers
coneldered themselves missionaries. In the period under review
the procurement of teachers was influenced mainly by the neede
of 8 specific depertment. /And beyond this, they came from an
America which had exchenged =piritual velues for seculer values.
Moet of the teachers who csme to the University during thile
period coneidered themselves educators, not missioneries, and
believed their responcibility was mainly to convey thelr profess-

ionel knowledge to the students,

The students themselvee were not the seme calibre as
those of the firet period. Hoat of them ceme to the University,
not begause of a thiret for knowledge, but because of the economle
sdventege they and their familles could garner from thelr educe -
tion. This type of student, though a produet of his time, wes

not the type to carry his knowledge to his people in & humanitarian
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spirit.

In 8t1l]l another menner did the post-¥YWar I student
differ from his predecessor. “here the latter came to school
with an open mind free of preconcelved 1deas or 1dealogles,
the former wes filled with the spirit of nationslism and anta-
gonism tovnrdg what were termed imperialistic nations and thelr
cultures. Aleo, where the student of the firast period wars glven
his secondary education in schools whose standards were set by
the Universlity, the student of the latter period ceme, 2e a rule,
from movernment schools whose standarde were not equal to univer-
sity standards, (or at leart vere dif“erent from them), the chief
falling being an insufficlent trolning in the English language.
Such a student from the start, wae not of university cellbre,
and yet the University accepted government secondary school cer-
tificates se qualifying for entrance to the freshmen clase. Though
in some instences, qualifyling English examinations were reaulred,

the standarde set were not really high enoughe.

During the Blise administration the students' environ-
ment wes permeated with the uplifting influences conductive to
the development of their cherscters. They were in constent con-
tect with men of high morel &nd ethicel principles who took a
personsl intereet in their students' lives and gulded and helped
them vherever neceesary. The administrations encouraged and feci-
litated contact between teachers and studente. Trovisions were

made to have them eatrin the same dining room and at the same
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tebles, and the teachers were expected to leed ensulng conver-

gations intn constructive channele.

In the Dodge nreriond the tendency wee in the opposite
direction. Though fraternity was desired snd verbally encouraged
certsin chenges were inestituted which tended to widen the gulf
between teecher and pupll. In the dining hell, for instance,
toachers were asesigned tables sepsrate from the students, and
were served differept foolf. Later the gulf was further increased

by glving the teachers s separate dinlng hall.

The reesons for these messures were twofold. First,
the studente were expected to eat their meale at specified times;
the teachers, vwho were not subject to similer resuletions, often
nrri?ad late at the dining hell thue setting & bad example for
the studente. Second, the food served to the students (at least
durlng"wbrld Varlxyj though nourishing, was not of the best aua-
1ity, The teachers objected to having 1t and were ¢iven & dining
hall of their own. These measures did not contribute to shaping

an enviromment conductive to soclel fraternity and cooperation.

The relaxing of religious instruction also served to
disnolve the uplifting atmosphere bullt up during the Blises ad~-
miniatrations. Compulsory rellgious instructlon was desligned,
not to proselytize, but to instill in the students the moral end
ethical prineiples of Christianity. During the first phese of
the development of the school, these courses achieved the desired

results. In the second phase, voluntery chapel end slternative
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exercises were substituted for compulsory religious instruetion
and the University wae pleased to report that almost 957 of the
student body chose to attend chapel pervices. This would eseem
to imply that students attended these services because of rell-
glous interest. But thie was not so. Former gtudents do not
hesitate to confess thet they attended chapel mainly because the
services consumed less time than d1d alternative exercises and
beceuse in the Chepel they could reed and study, vhile e speeaker

wee talking, much easler then in a small classroome

Chapel services, alternsrtive exerclees, affil1iation
with religioue institutions whose students attended university
clesses, special services with puent speakers, end civie and
soclal welfare work, 2ll1 voluntary, were considered sufficient
facilities to instill morel and ethicel prineiples end pocial
responsibllity in the studente. That they were not 1s painfully

obviousB.

T™he failure of the University, in 1ts second phase, to
train men of cheractér wes a reflectlon of the times. The poet~
World Wer I generation of the entire world, found iteelf living
in & new ers. Cultursl traditions and srirituel values were dis-
cerded end seculsrism with its devil mey care attitude became

the formule for life.

The Vesmterm World best exemplified thie spirit. Ite
success in creating & meteriel world of economie well being was

envied by the peoples of the newly "1ibereted' Arab world. They
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yearned to ismmitate the West and to achieve for themselves simi-
1ar political freedom and economic well =being. They belleved

thet the key to the success of the west wae the specimlized trein-
ing of 1ts leaders, and they therefore set out to forge similsr

'*tonle' for themselves.

The Americsn University of Belrut was called upon to
furnish these'tools'. From 2ll corners of the Arsb world came
the call for specialists to serve 1n different capscities and
to bulld up an Arsb world simller to that of the “est. The Unl~-
versity suthorities heeded the cell and exerted all their efforte
to create & 'mechine' gesred to turn out speclalized gredustes

modeled on western standards.

The emphasis wae placed on qusntity of teschers rather
then on their spirit, on the quality of the training then on the
student beilng treined, and on the material and physical expansion
of the University rather than on 1te spiritual, moral and intel-
lectusl development. The American University of Beirut met the
demends of the times with the weapons of the times. The secular-
iem of the twentleth century replaced the spilritual veslues of the
nineteenth century.

Though the failure of the University during thie period
may be considered a refledtion of the trend of the times, this 18
not in itself sufficlent justification. The mark of sll great
institutions, as well se of all great men, lies in their abllity
to rise sbove the times end to hold firm to their idesls and thelr
principles.




APPENDIX I

FRESHMAN STUDENT ENROLIMENT AND GENGRATHTCAL ORTGIN
(Collegiate Depertment)



1890-91.
Lebanon Syris Cyprus ralestine Asia Minor

16 2 2 2 2
Total: 24,
lebenon Syria Asie Minor
21 1 |
Total: 23.
1892-93.
Lebanon Syria rFalestine Egzypt
21 1 2 2
Total: 26.
1893-94.
Lebsnon Syria Palestine Egypt Asle Minor
15 1 2 =) 1
Total: 24,
1894-95.
lLebanon Syris Palestine Egypt Cyprus
25 4 1 7 1

Total: 38.
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1895-96.
lebanon Syria Peslestine Egypt Asis Minor
21 3 5 3 1
Total: 33.
1896-97.
Ilebanon Syria (Cyprus
27 1l 1
Total: 29.
1897-98.
Lebenon Syria TPalestine Egypt Cyprus Asis Minor
23 ] S 2 1 1
Total: 37.
1898-99. .
Lebanon Syria Falestine Egypt Cyprus Asia ¥ nor Rhodes
35 6 9 3 1 3 \ b 4
Total: 58.
1899-1900.
;ghanon Syrie Palestine Egypt Cyprus Asla Minor FRhodes Iraq
24 5 5 6 1 3 1 1

Total: 46,
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1900-01..
lebsnon Syria Palestine Egypt Iraq Asis Minor Greece
27 4 3 9 1 1 1
Total: 46.
1901-02.
Lebanon Syris Pelestine Egypt Iraqg ia Minor Cyprus
26 4 & 11 2 2 3
Total: 50.
1902-03.
lebanon Syria Felestine Egypt Iraq Asls Minor I
29 3 3 7 1 2 1
Total: 46.
1903-04.
lLebanon Syria Pslestine Egypt Cyprus Asies Minor U.S.4.
44 > 8 9 2 7 1
Totel: Th.
1904-05.
Lebanon Syrle FPelestine Egypt Ireq Asia Vinor Cyprus
42 4 7 12 1 3 3

Total: T2.
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The nemes of the different countries indlecste present
geogrerhicsl areas, and are not intend=d to mean that they existed

as such in the d-ys of the Ottoman Empire.
From the cited stetistles it mey be moted that:

1. l.ebsnon suprlied the majority of gtudents who enrolled
in the Freshman clasees of the Colleglate department. The
percentage of Lebanese students for the entire perind
covered is 62.25%. Egypt surplied the next lergest group,
12.12%.

2. The firnt Freshmen student from Iraq, in thie period, en-
rolled in 1899-1900, The total Irsql students enrolled
during this period 1s only 6.

3, “mly 1 U.5. student enrolled in the Freshman clase during
this period.

4. The number of Palestinian and Egyptlan students, though
small, was coneistent throughout the period.

The difficult of travel =nd lack of transportation facilities
wss the msjor factor limiting the number of students from

diest:'nt aress.



APTENDIX IIX

GENGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTINN OF GRADUATES
(colleglate Department 1894=190F%)



APTENDIX II

GENGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTINN OF GRADUATES

(Collegiate Department 1894-190F)



Clasa

1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

In Outeide
Middle East Middle East Total
5 : | 6
2 - 2
1 3 5 (1 Unknown)
4 3 7
8 3 11
7 1 8
5 - 5
9 3 12
13 5 18
13 3 16
12 4 16
4 2 6
N 28 T2

Note:
1. The total number of gradustes was 113 while

Preshmen enrollment for the same reriod was 626,

5. Of the totel graduatcs T4.1l7 remained in the
Middle Esst, and 25.9% went 2broed.

In reference to the great difference between graduate totals

and freshmen enrollment it must be noted thet many students entered

Medicel School before greduating from the Collegiste department. But

st111 the 'essuslty' rate was high. I was unsble to determine why.

of the graduetes who vent abrosd, meny of them left the Middle

Esst for further study and intended to return.




Egypt absorbed most of the grecduates of the College. The
recson for this wes the greater freedom of expression to be found
there, and also the large demand for English speaking men to work

with Enslieh interests in the country.



APTENDIX TIIX

OFFICERS OF INSTRUCTION
(1890-1905)
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Year ottoua:o;;bjoota Ottoman Subjects Totals
1890-91 13 5 18
1891-92 15 5 20
1892-93 14 5 19
1893-94 14 7 21
1894-95 14 6 20
1895-96 14 6 20
1896-97 14 7 21
1897-98 16 8 24
1898-99 17 9 26
1899-1900 19 11 30
1900~01 23 10 33
1901 =02 - 28 12 40
1902-03 30 13 43
1903 -04 31 14 h4r,
1904-05 29 23 &2

l. The differentiation mrde between Ottomen and non-Ottoman
subject wes besed on the names of the officers of instruction as
gziven in the school catalogues for the specifled years. Smith was
teken to be non-Ottoman, and Haddad was assumed to he Ottoman.
2. Throughout this per od 1t is ¢lear that non=Ottomans
were predominant on the tesch!'ng staff. In most years they were
more than double the Ottoman rsubjects.
3« The growth of the teaching staff during trie perind wes
rapid. It u.:§§:§;1.a= 18 to 52. (Tt 18 interesting to note that in
1950=51 the number of'foreignersa'on the teaching force of the University

wes only 64, as compared to 193 'natives’ of Middle Esstern countries.
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