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IEIRODPUGTION

_ When I firet started on thig work I was not aware of the
difficulties that would confront the researcher in the political
movements., The history of the Middle and Near Kast, has always
been carefully recorded, yet no thorough analysi® had yet been
made of the political parties in Syria between the two world wars,
Although Arab nationalism might be ae old as Ibrahim's conquest of
Syria (1831), 1t did not manifest itself as a modern movement until
1ato in the lsth century. Enn thon 1t_d1d not bave a particular

stamp to differentiate it from a roror- mcnom within the Ottoman

npiro. As such, t}n early history of Arab mtiongnu forms part

of the history of tho Ottoman ) Empire, and not a distinet and inde-

e ot = e e s

pendent movement alming at the oreation, or ro-crutton, of an

g,__tm with a separate personality and a separate existence.

A8 an 1llustration, the Arab political parties which grew
under the Hamidian regime, may be mentioned : they proclaimed thelir
allegiance to the Sultan-galiph, and aspired, in most cases, for
nothing more than decentralization. They were convinced that the
people who inhabited what was later to be known as " occupled enewmy
territory " were Ottoman Arabs, however oontudfotory thie may sound,
and that Islam wa® a link that no geographic, linguistie, or ethnie
boundary could break. In other words, the bond of religion was
mich stronger than that of secular nationaliesm.

The few radiocal parties which grew during the early days
of Arab nationalism and which aimed at a complete separation from

e

tu Ottoman llplro had 1ittle support, and although il mt cases,

——
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secret, vigourous and enthmsiastic, had little hope of Sucocess

under the despotic system of Abdul-Bamid II, The success of the
Turkish Revolution of 1908-1909 strenghtened the hopes of the

Arabs in achieving eome kind of autonomy. Arab leaders, conse-
gquently supported the Qommittee of nion and Progress and contri-
buted thereby to its suoocess,

It took the Arabe little time to reallze that the Young
furks' regime was in many waye much more despotic than that of
sbdul-Bamid ; and that the racist congeption on which the new state
was built (Pan-Turanianism), which implied the * turkification *
of non-Turks within the Empire, was detrimental not only to the
hopes and aspirations of the Arabs but aleo to the most elementary
rules of Islam and of modern democratic thinking. Tbus the Turkish
ooup of 1908-1909 had two repercussions in the Arab i world, It

gave new vigour to the movement for autonomy and progress, and, at

the same time, attempted to deprive the Arabs of whatever special

oham ter they possessed,

The outcome of these two clashing forces was the further

strengbhening of the radical nationalist movement., This explaine
the position the Arabe took during the Firwt World War, when Hussein
ibn 'All, Sherif of Mecca, after winning the support of the Allles,
raised’ the banmer of revolt, proclaimed himself King of the Arabs,
and called for a Jghad.

Thus we find, during and after, the First world war, that
nationaliem had begome a potent and significant force in Arad poli-
tics. Arabism wae substituted for Osmanism, and the parties whioch
continued their activity after the War adopted a dletinet Arab
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policy instead of thbe mild policy of cooperation with the Ottomans.
On the other hand, the promises of the Allies offered

through Sir Henry lciahon, and the proclamations of Hussein gave

new vigour to the Arab movement for independence. Here q,un, th-

Allies committed the same mistake already committed by the Young

Turks : they supported the demand for uab nni.ty and tndcpondonco

while, at the same time, drew plans for th- division of the Arab

world into spheres of influence that werd/ later on, labelled "

"mandated territories *, It 1s not our purposes to condemmn or to
mmr what they did, It should, however, be stated
with fairness that the promises the Allies offered were given in
war-time when the only consideration was victory at any cost and
by any means. '

By the division of the Arab world into fra gments, the
Allies temporarily substituted a number of local nationalisme, each
working independently against western interference, in place of
an all-inclusive Arab nationalism. In this way the Syrian, the
Iraql, and the Lebanese nationalisms were created.

The purpose of this thesis is to discuss the political

organizations that secured the active continuation and _dnoloynnt

of one of these movements - Syrian nationalism - in the period
 ome & e T
between the two world wars, The attention of the reader should

be drawn to the fact, that larger Arab nationalism, although weak-
ened was never extinguished, and that Syrian, Iragl, and Lebanese

mtlomu- a8 off-shoots of a wider and more comprehemsive pattern

oonunuod to be the foeal point of resistance to weaterm inter-

ference in their affairs, As soon as such interference disappeared



their rgison d'8g4rg disappeared as well,
It is not our purpose to speculate on the future of the

Syrian, Lebanese, and Iraqi nationalisms, for our treatise shall
limit itself to the political organizations arising in Syria, It
is necessary at the outset, to define what a political party s,
No generally accepted definition has yet beem found,
Burke's definition which i® the most universally quoted, states

that a party 1s"a body of men \mitd. for promoting by their joint v

———

onduvoun the national interest wupon some putio\nu pnnolplo

in which they all agree." Unfortunately nu- dcﬂnnton u m-

acceptible when nppnul to tho putiol dluuud ln thh treatise.

The durcunm ot parties were not aolely, or chiefly, on | ques-

tiou of * principle * rather personal motives played a major role

in the formation of parties. Many parties also agrnd on prinei-

p].u but tboy difforod 1n otruung some pointn mu thn others,

a8 shall be seen later.
MaclIver, defines a political party as " an association

organized u support of ton principle or policy whieh by oonlu-

tutional means 1% endeavours to make the determinant of gonmont 3

This was not, however, tbe aim of tho Syrian political pmlu

which appeared between the years 1930 and 1837, During th:ll pe-

riod tbo poll.uul organlnttom nnd puuu had thn -oh purpose

———

of uklnc it difficult for the mandatory power to govern the oomt:y,

by aunintng tro- cooperation with it. On the other bhand, the
Byriu political parties whioch appnrod outside Syria, mainly in

1, Maclver, R.M. The Modern State, (London, 1928), p. 396.



Egypt, did not aspire to reachpgswer., Therefore, MaclIver's defini-
tion is inadéquate when it is applied to the Syrian political par-
ties,

In the American practice, a legal definition has been
devied for pdlitical parties, according to which no political or-
ganization acquires the name of party unless it has scored a mini-
mum number of votes at the previous elections, " The New York de~-
finition of a party 1s a politicsl organisation which plled at
least 10,000 votes (at one time 35,000) for governor at the last
preceding election ; in Texas 1t ie 100 000."1

If this definltion were to be applied to the Syrian par-
ties, the above-mentioned figures should be applied to the general
elections, On the other hand, this definition would not give an
accurate estimate of the party's support in the Syrian case ; because
the candidates won thelr votes due to their personal popularity and
attributes, not due to their loyally to a particular party.

Several other definitions may be found, and although differ-
ent in their wording, there is no inherent contradiction in what
they consider the nature of a political party. In the western
practice the political parties aim at achieving the general good
of the S8tate through the existing form of govermment. ;!_!.o_ an

B

n'ubltlhod 1ed fact that all the parties in ayrin proolaiud that they

I R —e e

J/(o 1 ' were working ror the general good of the Buto. It 1ie mdoubtdly

true that they all wanted to achieve independence, and that their

1. ?inol‘, ‘o. revised letioq
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should extend so widely that it would become impossible to contrel
1t effectively. Thue in all large parties there arises & general
tendency toward oligarchy and gentralization. The main Syrian par-

ties were highly ocntraltqu,_but'ocnttglilatlon would not garantee

their efficiency, for the pl{!iofrllck.d the integrating foroce

which binds the members of every party im a roo!rm_n_n_'poh, :}uply,
sn 1deology. - o R
{8 -

3~ There is a general tendengy among men to stay away
from polities and keep, a® much as possible, out of the political
arena. Indeed this is the ohief problem with which every palitical
party struggles to overcome, For the prime purpoee of every poli-
tigal party is to achieve victory. * The first commandment of a
political party is vietory. Victory is found also written even
iato the ninth of 1ts commandments... By cholce, the party would
be victorious ; virtuous 1t is only by compulesion. ' Buncombe' 18
the hommage which electoral virtue so often pays to eleotoral
victory "1, To achievec victory the duty of every political party
becomes to mitigate the apathy of the average voter, This is
ususlly done by simplifying, a2 much as possible, the task of
the electorate a. by offering to 1t all the facilities available,
and making 1t exert the least mental or physiocal effort uaoc--arf
to state its choloe.

A8 far a® the Syrian political parties are coneerned ;

i1t seems that they were very successful in arousing the interest

e - T+ R

1. 'lmr. Op. d‘-. Pe 378.

3, #leon, G.%. m‘n*m*g_st_&?nmum (London & New
York, 1938), p. 388.



disagreement was on the rapidity and method with -htoh thcy uantod
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to tornlnato th..n:ndatc. Sut dld 2ll these pnrticl agree thli

their aims should be achieved through the existing form of govern-

mcnt ? The ancwer is negative. For, during the period between the

two -orld wars, the be better organized political parties - the na-

——

tionalist parties - were snngulno that thctr sdlvation lay in tho

ovorthrov of th. existing form of government. From thie angle the

the Syrian pnrtto- oould pe looked at from a 103;1 polnt of viow,

in tho same light as the (ommunist party in a parkiamentary demo-
oracy - the Communists want to join parliament to help its overthrow
or, at least, to hinder 1its smooth working.

All definitions of a political party also agree that a
political party 1s an orgenization with a definite membership.
This however does# not mean that the party depends for its eupport
only on its members, Indeed the support that the party gete from
148 members i® very small compared to that which 1% rece ives from
i{te supporters, This was very true of the Syrian parties except
for the fact that the organization of the parties was of ten 80
loose that a clear distinction between a member and a supporter
was bardly noticeable. The distinction between a member and a
supporter is, however, moet significant; for a person may vote
21l his 1ife for a particular party and still not be a member of
that party.

The fact that there are usually more supporters than
there are members in most parties, is due 0 two main reasons @

1- There is a fear among party organizere lest membership
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of the mgesee in politice deepite the inadequacy of the means at
their dieposal. PFor Syria did not suffer from the apaty of vo-
ters. The people were deeply concerned., what the syrlnn elec~
torate suffered from was the fear of ttattng rrnoiy 1tl eholoo.
llo;;i;n_;;;ﬁalnn were accompanied with violent ¥iote and bloody
encounters that made a very great number of the electors, mainly
from the intellegentsia, abstain from voting., The pressure that
the different competing groups exerted wae often physical rather
than intellectual.

This leads us to the problem of legal . limitations im-

poud on the activities of political parties. These nlitutlonn,

tt rlgtdly applied, can completely hinder the freedom of politi-

cal puttn. The purpose of logultuon \ concerning parties is

not, however, to limit the freedom of parties, but primarily to

assure u-ponltbnlty of tho party and thereby prtnnt lt tm

abmtng lu power, Despite the resentment with which puty-lco-

ders often meet government interference in party affalrs, there
secns to begeneral acquiescence to it. The necessity of legal
limitations on parties is immanent, In their eagerness to achie-

ve viotory, political puttu are likely to away puhno opinion

by 111-;.1 methods, Consequently the law has to step im " to

purify the electoral process,*l

B

It 18 interesting to note that these limitation were

hudly used during Feisal's regime in Syria, but were abused

durin; m period of tho Mandate, In the latter instance they

were 80 severe that they often jeopardized the very existence.

1, Piner, op. eit., p. 394,
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of political parties. Thus no legally recognized politiecal party
appeared in Syria until 1926, After that period the sotivities
of the nationalist parties were often suspended due to their resis-
tance to the measures that the mandatory power tried to impose on
Syria. This is not to deny, however, the necessity of legal limi-
tatione on the parties in Syria. Indeed the Syrian party-system
suffered from very serious defeqgts,

The history of Syrian Political Parties which 1e the
subject of this Paper will be divided in three chapters :

For the firet chapter, the organization and aims of the

political parties in Feleal's days (1918-19230) are discussed. This

18 a period in which Syria enjoyed comparative independence and
in whigh, therefore, the personality of the Syrimn people manifested

{tself in 1te true light. In thie chapter, the role Feisal played

———

{n the formation of political parties, is discussed, as well as

the opposition to the throme and the actifities of the different
parties within and outside the Syrian Congress.

Very little material is available concerning thie era,
the printed documents bave been either lost, or forgottenm in
the dark corners of private librariee. I have had therefore to
rely primarily on the information I gathered from the survivors
of that period among whom are Nabih al-izma, the late Adel Al-
Asma, and Sald Haidar to whom I owe the greatest part of the in-
formation in the first chapter.

From ¥aysaloun until the outbreak of the Second world

#ar(1930 - 1939) ie a new period in the history of the Syrian
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political parties, It ie the pertod of violence, sometimes overt,

g

sometimes hidden, for the ultimate overthrow of the mandatory power.

The men of the period are st{ll slmost the same men of Felsal's
days, the main political parties under Feisal continued underthe
Mandate regime, assuming different names. The people are still the
game with all their aspirations and hopes. Only the governing au-
thorities have changed snd mainly towards these did the national
parties change their policy of support to ome of struggle and diso-
bedience with occasional attempts 10 cooperate.

Of the parties that grew during this period I bhave chosen
tbree model organizations which give a representative idea of the
organization of political parties in general. During the research
on this period, I discovered interesting information concerning
gertain minor political groups, but I did not mention them assuming
that their discussion falls beyond the scope of a treatise dealing
exclueively with politiocal parties.

The comcluding ohapter, will point out the main defects
from which this Syrian party-system suffered during the period under
coneideration. Suggestions have aleo been proposed which, without
cleiming to be final, may help the establishment of a party-esye tem
which will conform more closely to the prineiples upon which poli-
tiesl parties are bullt in western democracies,

n. ‘. "
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GEAPIER L.

The Political Parties under Peisal's
Regime in Syria.
Oet. 1818 - July 1820,

No politigal movement starts all of a suddenm or ends all
o-f a sudden; every movement has its beginninge long before it
actuslly takes place, and its effeots are reflected in the coming
generationas.

To understand the political organizations under Feisal's
regime in Syria, we have to go back a short period toward the firet
decade of the twentieth century - to the Turkish goup d'gtat of
1808 - 1908,

Political organizations passed through two glggg
before 1918, the study of shich is essential for the understanding

of the genesis of the party-system in Syria. The first stage
extends roughly from 1908 to 1911 and marks the era of cooperation
and good-will, at least on ome side, between the Arabe and the
!m 'rurl:-

r petween 1908and 1511 the Turco-Arab relations reached a
bigh degree of friendship; The Arabs saw in the Young mrn '

movement a sign of progreas, the overthrow of ahuluuu un the

e e — e
——

establishment er oollltnuﬂomun - a rog-t- uﬂu which they

i i
e et

nuuu and 1ntunn_. ﬂautomy
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Few Arab political organisations werecthen forward; ohief

among which were sl-Ikha al-'Arabi al- 'Uthsani, ond sl-iuoteds Al
Adgbi.
- - - aimed at cooperation with the

gormittee of Union and Progress (QUP), im the hope of helping the

——s e e -

Arabs, thereby, to ocoupy a position of equality with the other

peoples of the Empire, The Arabe would, om their side, do their

—————— —e

pest to help in the promotion of the Empire's interest, they would

* protect the Oonstitution, unite all races in loyalty to the
Sultan, *' while, at the same time, promote * the welfare of Arab
provinces om a footing of real equality with the other peoples of
the Dmpire, sprad education in the Arabic tongue and foster the
observanceof Arab customs, *?4s can be seen, the al-lkha' bhad a

very moderate programme, yet the Young Turks, opposed %o any or-

ganised non-Turkish effort, even 1f it almed at the good of the

Empire, foroibly dissolved 1t in less than a year after 1ts for-

mation, But although the Al-Tkha' party was never allowed to maturs,
and although, during 1ts short life, ite activities did not go
beyond reception” parties for Arab deputees in Istambul; yet, this
party marks the ltm_gjwht, separatist, m—:m.
mn-mas wos wore of a literary thamn a poli-
tical club., It included the “rabs residemt in Constantifople with
the purpose of developing among them a feeling of being » group
through the disouseion of those issues that mainly concerndthe

1. Antonius, G., The Arab Awakening, (Londom, 1838), p. 103,
2. iil‘, P 103,
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t,_;h_o__gin_b_ﬂ_ild. Bowever, in 1918, doubtful of all non-Turkish
elements within the Bmpire, and in conformity with the dictates
of the pu-tourmt:}:goh acquired additicnal vigour during the
war the QUP-men suspended the aotivities of the club,

A further element that contributed to the Arab national
movement in the twentieth century, was a parliamentary grouwp
made up of the Arab representatives in the Ottoman parltsmil.
This group appeared in 191l and worked for the safeguard of Arad
rights throughout the Empire. Even this group did not escape the
wrath of the Young Turks,

The tyranny of the QUP ; and ite suppression of all Arab
nationalist organiszations, opened a mew phase in the history of
the Arab national movement. As a result of persecution, Arab
activities went underground. This period extends roughly from
1912 to 1915.

The formation of secret Arab organizations was a proof

of the ltronct; and seriousness of the Arab natlonal movement.

It showed the determination of the Arabs to achleve freedom from
foreign oentml,. and unity under an Arab government. The secret
organizations working for that purpose were many ; chief among
which may be mentioned, the Kah'taniyya, al-'Alam gl-Akbdgr, gl-
Ab'd, and, al-'Avabiyya al-Fatat. The last two were the most
active and the ones destined to a longer life than the others,
They shall be stuiled in detail when the political parties during
Feisal's regime in Syria (1918-1920) are disoussed,

1, Majlis al-Mab'outhan



The purpose of these organizations was the welfare of
all the Arad world without any special provision for any of its
parts; in other words, the epirit of provincialiem which was to
appear to some extent after the first world war, was completely
sbeent.

dembership in all these secret organizations, was limited
to Arabs, chosen after very careful examination, On the whole,
they were made up of the young intelligenteia, embued with a very
strong nationalist feelling.

gontemporary with those seoret organi zatione were few
others working in the open and nad moderate programmes. Chlef a~ong

these organigatione may be mentioned Hish Al-lavarkaziyysh and
Jami'yah sl-Islabyah, W#hile is Paris was formed the Arab Congress

that guve strong support to these wovements im the home country.

The lamsrkaziyyall & party was formed in 1913, 1% most
{mportant members were * Arabs from Syria ®, [te central headquar-
ters was in Osiro and allowed the formatiom of branches all over
the Ottoman Empire, im every city or center where at least tem
of the party-members resided.

Although the party was made up exclusively of Arave and
although 1te leading mewbers were from ayrhl, yot 1te programme
tncluded all the Bmpire, Its aim was to show the advantages of
decentralization in the Ottoman Bmpire due to the numerouws races,
languages, and religions which 14 embraces ; and try %o meke, by

all legal methods, decentralization prevail in the Ottoman system
of government, .

*

1;.M°ls the leading members were ! gorqk aleizm, Fashid Rids, Dr. Shwayill,
kandar Ammoun, Sami Jraidimi, Hekki sl-Asm, Wubid ed-Dine al-Khatib,



Despite 1te insistance on the fulfilment of these aims only
by legal means, Hisb al-Lemarkaziyyah did not escape the wrath of

the Young Turks, and was abolished by the authorities around ' o
1918, when the QUP started to enforce, more severely than any time
before, i1ts Turkification policy.

The second important Arab movement appeared in Beirut
around 1913, when the Hoslem and Ohristian notables of Beirut}deoi-
ded to work for the amelioration of the administrativa system in
the Ottoman Empire., The programme they drew up was nearer %o an
organic law than to a party programme ? It provided for adwinistra-
tive autonomy for the Arab wilayets ; while foreign, military, le-
gielative and economie, affairs remained in the hands of the central
government, whereas education, agriculture, commerce, and munieipal
works (roads, buildings ete...) were to be in the hands of the admi-
nistrative body of the wilayes. The programme also emphasized
that heads of government offices in the Arab Wilayets, should know
the Arable language, and that all officials in Arabe-épeaking wila~-
yets should be Auba'. This programmeé received wide support specially

in Syria and Iraq.

Meanwhile in 1913, the Arab youth, because of their contact
with the West and of the stifZing of llbverty within the Ottoman
Kmpire after the mccession of the Young Turks to power, decided to
eall for a general Arab congress in Purie to which all Arabe in the
world would send representativee and at which a decision should be

1. Darwazab, M.I. Hawl gl-Herakah al-Arabiyyah, (Saida,19850), Vol.I,p.38.
3. ivid, P. 36,
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taken as to the future of the Arab world, In this way, the Arab
national movement transcgended the boundaries of the Ottoman Empire
t0 includer all Arabs wherever they wore.

Judging from its leading members the Paris (Jongress was
ohutlj made up of men from the secret Mrtﬂ. The programme
it wanted to achieve, however, was ghiefly taken from that of the
Law which was mentioned above.

X X x X

The imporsant point about all these movements centers around
the faect that the political organizations which were later to appeasn,
after the First #orld wWar in 3yria, were not the outcome of the oir-
cums tances of the war - settlement, but that they bad behind them
a history, and, therefore, an experience which mﬁ Syrian party=-

life, in the pest-war. period the comtinuation rather than the start
of party organization. And that the Arabs in Syria played the lead-

ing role in most of these organizations and that they were adequately
Nive B e ere adequate
equipped to lead the Arad world in ﬂagpoct-m period,

with this brief historical sketch of the po’.l;.iul organi-
zations in the decade that preceeded the First world ¥War, it ie now
time to consider the political parties during Feisal's regime in
syria (1918-1920).
Ixxx
Political activity increased tremendously duzing Felsal's
regime in Syria. A8 a primary consequence many parties were formed

e ——— e

1. Darwassh, M.I.,  Op.eit., Vel. I, p. 37.
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besides those which continued to exist in the pgst-war period,

The historical background, programmes, and internal organization

of these parties sbhall now be discussed.

HISB AL-FATAT ALcARABI' - The history of Al-Fatat goes as far baok
@a% 1211 when the Arab national movement went partly underground

due to the persecution of the new Turkish Government which set
i8self " to stamp out all non-Turkish currents in the State speclally

Arab and Armenian nationaliem '3, S8tudents from Syria & Irag who

were studying in Paris at that time (1511), realizing the imposei-
bility of achleving Arab aspirations for some sort of independence,
"lth the help of the men 0f the new Turkish regime, decided to form
& secret organization similar in many respects to the QUP. They
decided that the central committee of the party be im Parie while

——

branches of 1t will be eetablished all over the world specially

in Syria and Iraq ; later and during the war, the party mtd‘ its

SREpR—

central administrative body to Damascus, Due to the great secore-
oy with which theparty's activities were carried out, it was able
t0 outlive the war although many of its members fell victims to
Jamal pasha's uuuuonnl.’

Al-Fatat, was " the soclety of !rudo-- in Syria. The
landowners, the writers, the doetors, the great public servants
linked themselves in this society with a common ocath, passwords,

#igne, a press and a oentral treasury, to rulm the Turkish Empire.?

I. The Young Arab Party. g

3. Lawrence, A.W,, gng n;;.F gf 1;553;.(1.0&011 1938), p. 47.

3. Aneof 1t members who were imprisoned was Shuri Al-Kumatly,later
President of the Republic of Syria (1943-1948) who attempted

suioide in prison,
4. Lawrence, op. eoit, , p. 47.
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It was also * deadly secret ; and the Government, though 1% sus-
pected (1ts) exlstence, could find no credible evidence of(1ts)

leaders or mouberlhip.'l

It wae during the carly years of the war that the AmiT
Felsal came to know of the existence cf gl-Fatgt perty and instantly
joined 1t.3 when the banner of the Arab Revolt wae ralsed in
1616 the party of zl-Fatat was able to mobilize a guod many of 1te
men, to join the He jazian army which Felsal lepd,

After the war al-Fatat, confined its activitiee mainly
to Syria, and w7as the most active and influenclal organization in
the state. Ho governmental measure, under Feisal's regime in
syria, could be carried out without the party's consent, be it
tacit or explicit. It was asimportant to the new state of Byria
as the QUP was to the Turkey of 1908-1509. Consequently the role
1t played during that period (1918-19830) had a far-reaching influen-
ce on the internzl and external pelicy that Feisal followed. It
was powerful among the massee of the interior and could very eanily
mobilize them,

During Peisal's regime, it founded new branches all over
the interior, got in touch with ite prominent members in the other

Tﬁ{. P ﬁo

Feizal used to live at the Bakris, when he came to Damascue. Through
Fawsl and Nae®sib al-Bekri, the party contacted Feisal, snd mafte him
a member of it; 1t was 21s0 able through him to inform the Sherif of
K¥ecoa of the demande of the national movement, the influence of which
zbdt we remark in the declavation of the revolt that Sherif Eussein
announced, and in the Hussein-MacMabon correspondence. ©See, Darwaszah,
op. eit., vel, I, p. 3%3.



Arad states, to strengthen the movement for unity and independense

—

of all the Arabs, It established a cemtral body for propaganda
cod taformation is Dumsaons, abd Branebes of 1% 1 1he S4Eferem
parts of the world and could thereby get reports on all that was
taking place in the internal and external fields, It helped finan-
eially many political parties and clubs working for aime similar
to 1ts om. In a word, its position could be contested by no other
party; after all, Felsal himeelf was ome of ite members ; Rida' al-
Rikabl, the Military Governor General of Syria, and Yasin al-Haehi-
mi, Qouncellor of ¥ar, were both from the party too. (It ehall
be seen later how very important was the role personalities played

in the Syrian party-system.,) Its oentral organization used to send

in propoeals to tho_'m_r, and announce his dgelsions !nall thj—*

different fields of polioy, whether internal, administrative or
fonlgn.l ‘

The bistory of gl-Fatat during Pelsal's regime in Syria
oould be divided into two main divisionms.

The firet period extends roughly from October 1918 until
the end of 1919, during whioh the members of gl-Fagat gave full
support to Feisal's policy with the Allles - a policy which aimed
at securing full independence for Syria and the Arab world.

The change in Peisal's policy which took place after his
seoond visit to Zurope in September 1919 marks the second landmark
in the history of Syria in general, and of al-Fagat in particular,

e e —— o S — o=l

1. Darwasah, op. olt. , Vol., I, pp. 74=78.
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Af ter September 1919 gl-Fatat withheld the support it had already
given Felsal, finding it umexpedient to follow a policy of appease-
ment and acceptance to the digtates of Paris and iLondon., The party
thought, contrary to Feisal's opinion, that a further occupation
of the rﬁmh %0 any part of Syrian soil 2hould be resisted by
force of arms, if neceeaary.

The disagreement between Feisal and n;_-t.;m was the main
cause for the growth of many opposition parties during and after
1916, This disagreement lasted until July 19320 when all political
groups felt the absolute necessity of unifying their ranke to meet
the threals of ooccupation with which General Gouraud served the
Government of Damascus.

with the defeat of the Syrian Armies at midml(.luly
24, 1930) the party of al-Fatat was disbanded and its leading men
fled chiefly to Egypt and Transjordan. Those who went to Egypt
joined moetly Eisb -al-lttibad as-Suri? and remained there as
exiles until little by little they were allowed to return, indi-
vidually to 8yria,

The more active group, however, went to Transjordan
where they were hospitably received by Amir Abdullah who allowed
them to continue their asctivities for the lideration of Syria
from French rule, This sojourn in Transjordan was not for very
long, By 1924, the Amir found it detrimental to his policy with

n—

1. Al—llllm, 3. wzﬂo “o’ (himt,l“ﬂ).»-“&-ﬂ?.



the Allies to allow such activities to take plagce within the boun-
daries of hie new staté. gonsequently, he informed the Syrian poli-
tiocal refugeee of the nnooiﬁty to leave the country., Thus the resi-
due of the Syrian nationalist elements either went to joim their
friends in Egypt, or pushed om into Hejaz where King Abdul-Azlz,
badly in need of enlightened men to lead him across the twisted
channels of Ruropean diplomacy, received them wlth great hospita-
bility,l

It should be borm in mind, that although al-Fatal, e
well as the other political organizations that had been formed in
Syria under Peisal's regime, mo longer existed after 1930, as po-
litical parties, yet the men of al-Fatat and gl-Istiklal, in par-
ticular, and of the other political organizatione in general,
remained the most active nationalist leaders of Syria, even under
the iMandate. Although their activities under the Mandate were our-
tailed, to a very great extent, yet, they still played the mos t
important role im Syrian politics.

The political programme of al-Fatat was very vague ; it
{s even probable that it did mot have a detalled programme which
was a usual thing in secret organizations. As specified in ite
oath, the aim of al-Fatat was " to exert every effort to bring the
Arab nation abreast with other advanced, free and great indepen-

dent naxionl.'a

Some Aspeots of The Internal Organization of Al-Faga$ ;- Like all
seoret organigzations, al-Fatat bed a very limited membership,chosen

1, Hany of the leading men of al-18tiklal party, Shared with the members
of gl-Fatat, their fate.

2. Darwaszah, op. oit., Vol. I; p.




asfter very careful examination. Special attention was given to the
faet that no man would be eligivle for membership unless he was
well=known fo: his moral !.ntogr!ty. seorecy, courage, and above

ell, intense Arab nnl.omuu. Onge these qualities existed in a

nn, he was oontaoud by a member of the organization who knmew bim
well., 1If the man accepted to join the organization, his name was
sent to the Qentral Committee which studied carefully every aspect
of his life, personal as well ae public. Then other members of the
organigzation tried to contact bim, bis friemds were asked to give
their opinion about him, If after the careful etudy of bi# charactes,
the committee in charge, was convinced of his fitnese, he was then,
officially approached but i{n such a way that no secrets were given
to him as t0 the membership or evem the existence of the organiza-
tion. If this last step was safely passed, the new member wae

asked to take an cath before the ome or two members of the organiza~-
tion who contacted him. In taking that oath he promised to -urlﬂoo

— e —————

111 m- po-unten- lnol.uun‘ ht- very nro for the uhtnmt of

thc alnl of tbo orgmluua; that he voud loop any tnfornuon

or tutmﬂon, about or from, ‘the organl.ntlon, in deepest secrecy,
-ua -"t;a? he would om whatever orderes he wight receive from the
organization.

By this very careful method the new member would have
known only one or two of the members of the organiszation - those

who ot in touch with him, snd in front of whom he took his oatht

s e . e

1., For a liet of some of the members of the Or!uuuuu of Al-Fatat
see, Darwazah, ¥aX op.oit.,Vol., 1, pp. 30=31 and 77-78.



gonsequently, al-Fatat was one of the very few secret organizations
which remained as such; although some of its membere were arrested
by the Military Court that Jamal Pasha set up in Aley (Lebanon)
between the years 1915 - 1918,

Al-Fatat wae able to continue its secret existence until
1918 when under Feisal's regime its membership increased tremendously
due to the new policy it followed, which aimed at the inclusion
within its ranks of all high government officiale, As a result of
this policy gl-Fatat did not remain secret except in name, Thie
greatly weakened the party and made 1t a loose organization made up
of a heterogeneous mass,

The Qentral Qommittee of al-Fatat was not an elected body,
it was made up of the founders of the organization. From this body
emanated all the orders to the members of the organization. During
the war, the party found great difficulty to contact all of its
members singe many of them had beemn recruited into the Turkish Army
and were constantly on the move.

The members of gl-Fatgt were, on the whole, men of means
and consequently the party's finances were, comparatively, good. The
main source of income took the form of gramts and donations, and
although duee had to be pald, rarely did any member pay them rcgulu'l.
¥hen, during the war, Amir Peisal joined the organization he thence-
forward supported the finances of the party. This ingrease in the
resources of gl-Fgatat resulted in a wide extension of the party's
activities - new branches were established in the Arab world and a
propaganda office for the party was enaud.z It can therefore be

1., Al-aAsma, N, Pereonal interview, 234/1/53 (Beirut)

3. A8 a matter of act, Feisal's contributions were not Iii only
fatat, he supported almost every nati y g =
uztu!.ln B, .4 Ty onalist party ﬁnt grew during ﬁ:—
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safely asserted that the Aradb nationalist movement owed it greatest
dedt to gl-Fatag, for it championed the movement durinmg the mest ori-
t1cal years of its existence. During Felsal's period in Syria,
al-Fatat was strongly seconded by al-Istikdal party; Towards the
study of this lest attention shall now be turned.

Me1STIkkAk PAREY s =  The stuly of sl-lstiklal forme part of

the study of al-FPatat, for it was its off-shoot and worked in
completel;y harmony with it. Tt was the branch of al-Fatat operating
in public and acting as a sereen to keep al-Fatag, as much as that
was poseible, a ®eoret organisation. The founders of al-Fatat,
realizing the willingness of a very great number of people %o join
the party after 1918, decided to eetablish the party of al-Ietiklal _
whioh would admit all Arab applicants without making them pass

under the rigid and vigourous examination through which a person

had to pase before becoming a member in al-Fatat,

The two organiszations shared many of thelr leading
members ; and, oconsequently we ounnot say that al-Istiklsl bad a
programme distinet from that of gl-Fatat, They both aimed at the
* {ndependence of the Arab world and 1ts liberation from foreign
control *7 Financially gl-lsgiklal was supported by almost the same
men who supported al-Fatat slthough membership in sl-letiklal was
very much wider than that in Al-Fatat,

The Istiklal party appeared in 1919, its membership
ineressed tremendously in the firet months of its existence. Al-
though no accurate figures are available, it is estimated that mem-
versbip in gl-Isilklal reached 380,000 men. These were classified
iuto registered m’omn and active members, The m-: of the

T-77Ee Tadepestonce Farty.

3. Neouli, A., 'Ushtu we Shabadt, (Betrut 19851), p. 24.
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1 gne reglatered supporters were

tatter did not exceed 2500 men.
recruited by a most inaccurate method. Three or four of the major
1ines of poliocy of uopmmummammu.
long sheet of paper. These pheets would be ciroulated sround the
country gathering the signatures of those who approved of them.
The major lines, however, wers statements around which no contro-
versy could arisa. Ae a matter of fact, this method wae not used
to gather support for the party (many of those who signed did not
know which was the party sponsoring the campain-) but to arouse
among the people a feeling of patriotism that the party might have
to call upon in the future. Thus the fetiklal party was able to
keep the nationaliet spirit, at least in Syria, awake and vigourous.
The Istiklal party was also the backboms of Syrian party-
1ife, all other parties drew from 1t, 1ts etrongest eloments not
only during Feisal's regime but aleo under the Mandate. Although

al-Istiklal was disbanded after the French occupation, however, the

men of al-Istikial who had remained in Syria gontinued their acti-

vities @ither as individuals or tried to form new parties as shall
be seen in the nmext chapter. The main elements of the KatlzhParty,
for ezample, were from the Istiklal party.
These of 1t members who fled the country after the

Prench occupation, had the same fate: as the members of al-Futat.
After being ousted from Transjordan they went to lgyjt or to Hejas
wbere they helped to develop the feeling of Arab nationalism, It
has been said that the spirit of Arab nationalism would mot have
peen aroused im Egypt were 1t not for the elements that emigrated

from lp'u..a
1. :1-.&:‘, N, ::‘:::vtnton Jan, 34, 1953, Nablbh al-Azma was then in
the SuBject 185 therefcse reliavle,  'he members and his {nformation om

2. u-.\:u, N. Intervier on Deo,/13/19351.



18K ' AHD PARIX ;= The date of the formation of the ‘Abd party coipn-
cldes roughly with that of al-Fatat’ when the Arabs felt the necessi-
ty of acting in seoret if they were to act at all, Because the new
Turkish regime was too strict to allow a non-Turkish organization %o
act freely. Like_sl-Fatat, the ' Ahd, therefore, was a segret orga-
nigation ; but unlike it, it was made up almost exclusively of Arab
military men, in the Turkish my.3 In this respect it was similar
to the QUP whose core was mainly military.

The 'Abd party continued until the end of Feieal's regime
in Byria, and during the war 1ts leading members joined Feisal's
army after the declaration of the Arab Revolt in 1818.

The appearance of & millta.ry organization otnndlng for
Arad nationalism indicated the obstinate opposition to any further
foreign interference in Arab affairs, and the conviction of an Arab
nationalism lying at the base of un Arab state, {ad becomé@ an un-

| deniable fact,

e

—

The founder of the 'Abd party was Aziz All al-iMasri, an
Arab of ficer in the Turkish Army, who felt that the relations between
the Arad rorld md Turkey should be rocnlctod oh the basis of some

— e —————-

oort of a puroom union. This would mean, that the Arab world

L —

onould be declared autonomous paying nominal sllegiance to the Sul-

tan in Istambul, Such a programme would satisfy the Arab asplra-
tions for wide degentralization, and, at the same time, would not
break the ties between the Arabs and their Ottoman co-religionists,

1. Darwaszah eays that the 'Abhd Party appeared around 1813, op. cn.p{;z.

2. " Nearly one third of the original Turkish Army was Arabioc speaking ®.
Lawrenge, op. oit., p. 48.



T

For the achievement of 1ts programme the party set up
pranches in the main cities of the Arab world - Beirut, Damascus,
Mosul and Basra., 7These branches started to contact the Arad members
of the Turkish army and was able by 1514 t0 include within its
ranks a coneidsrable number of them,l

when the QUP - men knew of the existence of the 'Anhd
party, they immediately felt its danger and at once started on a
persecution campain. They arrested Aziz Ali al-Misri and condemned
him to death ; later, they released him provided he kept out of
the Ottoman Empire, Provisions were then taken to disperse Arab
soldiers in different parts of the empire, in such a way that thelr
coming together begame almoet 1mposnib1¢. A further weasure was
then taken by which no Arab in the Turkish Army could take a command-
ing post, epecially in the Arab lands,

These severe measures paralyzed the activities of the
organization during the war, and led to its complete disorganiza-

tion.

Ho sooner was the war over than the party resumed its
activities, It included within it8 ranks, besides its old mewbers,
many of those Arabs who were 1in the Hejarian army and a few civi-

11ene,?

1. Quoting Said Amin, Darwazah says that membership in the party reached
318 members by 1914 ; this, Darwazah thinke 18 an exagerated member,
However, thie is a considerable number for a segret organization.

2. Anoag the civiliane who joined al-'Abhd after 1018 were : Amir Fuad
ash-3hibabi, Hasean al-Hakim and Husnl al-Barasi.
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But the ‘Abd party of 1813 was widely different from that
of 1918, For the sake of convenience the ohanges in the 'Ahd party
shall be discussed under two headinge : l- The change in i1ts sphere
of sotion :- ¥While in 1813 the party was open to all Arabs without
any distinction a8 to which part of the Arab world they came from,
the 'Abd party after 1318, =ccepted the fgit scgompll in the Arad
world and decided to split into two independent branches ; one made
up of the Iraql members - the Irmql ' Abd Party ; and the second
made up mailnly of the Syrian members - the Syrian ' Abhd Plrty.l
Such a division, the leading men of the ' Ahd party thought, would
render the party more efficlent in counteracting foreign interference;
pesides, Syris bad t0 fight the French while Iraq the British?,
However, a olear-out separation was never effected, all that bappened
was, that the leaders of the party decided t0 have two main branches
of the party, one in Iraq and the other im Syria. And that there
was no misunderstanding among she leaders of the party is proved
by the fact that the Syrian 'ahd Party bhad cometant relations with
its Iragl counterpsri and demanded the independence of Irag under
the throme of Amir Abdullah ibm el-Hussein,”

The split in the 'Ahd party, whatever its reasons may
bhave beon is most significant, This split ebows that the spirit of
an sll-exbracing Arad nationalism had not yet become fully mature
and that in 1t stead a Syrian and an Iraql nationalism had started

%o appear, The split, in other words, shows, that the Arabe then

1. Bald, 4., Atbawrak al-'Araviyya Ta, n s VOL.1T,p.57

2. It has also been sald that the cause of the split in the 'Ahd' party was
due to personal misunderstanding amont the Syrian & Iragl menbers during
the Arsb Revolt, See, Darwasah, Vol. I, p. 88,

3. Al=Azma, N., Interview on Jan, 34, 1983.
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gould not transcend the boundaries eet among the Arab states, however
fictitious these boundaries might have been.

3= A8 a result of thie firet change, the 'Ahd party after
the #irst %orld War, found it necessary 0 draw up a new prograuxe
to sult the new developments, %¥hile it asked for nothing more than
wide decentralization during the first years of {¢s existence, the
! Abd started to demand full independence for Syria under the momarchy
of Amir Peisal ibn el-Hussein, because it realized the impractica-
ilty and inadequacy of decentralization,

The sotivities of the party under Feisal's regime in
Syria, were not very important because the membership of the party
wae limited and the party tmsisted to remain mainly a party for the

army ; as such it included a number of offiocers,

On the other hand, some of the members of al-'Abd were
aleo members of al-Patat, and after 1918 many more menbers joined
gl-Fatat and took part in it activities. Sometimes, however, the
'Abd party played the role of opposition to gl-Fatat & asl-Sstiklal
parties, but genmerally speaking, al-'Ahd was always ready to coope-
rate with the above-mentioned partiee. The inclusion of civilians
in the party greatly fscilitated the gooperation Letween the two

parties,

Like all the other political parties that appeared under
Peisal's regime in Syria, the 'Ahd party disappeared after the defeat
of Maysaloun (July 1820).
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- MkeRISB Ab-usisdl

As shall be seen later in this chapter, Syria did not
enjoy the semblance of parliamentary life until 1990 and only for
a period of five months, Thus political activity reached 1ts apex
during that period, for the parties that were formed realized the

necessity of more or less, elaborate programmes,

Among the parties which were founded in 1930 was Al-Hisd
al-%ateni., The lmmediate cause for the appearence of this party
wvas the disagreement between Amir Feisal and gl-Fatat - which will
be discussed later. Badly in need of an crganized support from
pome to back him in his foreign policy, the Amir got in touch with

some important sembers of the 'Abd Party” and asked them to draw

up 2 programme and form a party. Tbus oa Jan., 35, 1920, al-Eisb al-

satanl came into existence. Its programme provided for a comstitu-

tional monarchy with Feisal at its head., Article two of its programme
-onﬂt‘bo purpose of the party as follows : = 1- To work for, and
demand, the full political independence of Syria with_in 1%8 natu-

ral boundaries, and to defend that independence by all efficlent

S~ Strengthening the natlonal, intellectual and economic
ties among the Arab peoples as a whole snd among the Syrian peoples
in particular, And %o encourage scientific reasoning in the Arab

1, . TRIOTTO 04 THE SYRIAN NATIONALIST PARTY. o
3. Among the persoms L2 contagted were Aref al-Tawam and ln;m al-Hakim,
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nation 80 that it may riee to the level of moderm nations.

%~ Ejuality in oivil and political righte among all the
citizens of the Syrian state, with complete dleregard of racial or
religlous affiliation.

4~ The support of the democratic monarchical prinoiple
by the formation of a parliamentary governuent emanating from the
people and responsible t0 them. At the head of this govermment
would be Amir Feisal a8 King of Syria. He would represent the
country politically as ie the case in all constitutional monarchies
(ete).

- The safeguard to all citizens of the rights conferred
upon them by law, and the work towtrds the amelloration of the mocial
order by the raising of cooperativa funds for economic help and
charity, and emcouraging commsrclal :; ' agricultural end labour
unions,

64 The support of the Amir's poliddes and plans for
securing the country's developing its army, and establisbing order.

The rulee of internal organisation of the party provided
for the formation of two administrative councile made up of 16 mem-
vers ; and an adviscory councll made up of 2§ members wost of whom
were from the notables of Damascus md laju.l

Few concludsions oan be drawn from this part of the
party's programed te

- - —————

SAsd, op. oit. '.1-, II p.43.
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1- That al~Hisb al-Watani was the first political party
to limlt ite sphere of astivity, in theory as well as in practice,
to the boundaries of Natural Syrial. The party also $asisted on
the independence of Syria and made few provisionms for nothing more
than strengthening the political, intellectual and economic ties
with the other Arabdb etates.

3~ The party specified in 1te constitution that all
Syriens were equal in their oivil and political rights ; however,
in the explanation of this article it sald that only racial and
religious distinctions should not be made. No mention 18 made of
sex dietinctions, This may be due to the fact that the formulators

of the party's constitution did not favour the participation of
womeén in polities. An issue which, as we shall see later, caused
& great stir in the Syrian Uongress, im 1920.

3- The party bad an economic and social poliocy beside the
political, which, though inadequate, showed that the party might have
elaborated 1ts social and economic policy had 1t had a longer span
of life.

4~ The party was etrongly in favour of a monarehy with
Feisal as ite candidate. It seemed that this was 1ts most essential
aim and that the support of Feisal was 1ts main purpose., Not that
Feisal had competitors in Syria for the throne, but that many of
the the leading parties of Syria im 1930, disagreed with Feisal in
bis foreign poliecy specially after his second voyage to Europe and

1. The party did not define what it meant by * Natural Syria *,however
we can,generally speaking, ®ay that it included Oyun,m.lhno

and Lebanon,
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the signing of an agreement with Ulonlneoau}

5- [n 1ts internal organization, Hisb al-wWatani differed

slightly from its contemporaries. It had one advisory and two admi-
pistrative councils. The reason for having more than one administra-
tive council and an advisory council, may be due to the fact that

the formulators of the party's policy seeing the cleavage hft-ocn

the younger and elder elements in both al-Fatat and al-Jetiklal part-
ies, wented to avoid such a clash by making one council representa-
tive of the youthful elements in the party while another would be
made up mainly of elderly uon.a

It would therefore seem that the Hisb al-¥atani was the

nearest, in its programme and organization, to a mederm political
party, For as it 1s generally known a " party " is not only a
political organization standing for one issue, but also one that
bas formulated an opinion on almost every issue, whether political,
egonomic or social in nature, In this respect the Hisb al-watani

fulfilled most of the requirements of a modern political party.

Al-Léinsh al-vataniyyah al-'Ulia Al-Hisb al-Dimucrati’

The evacuation of the Britieh army from Syrian soll was
terminated by the end of 1919. Om November 23, however, one inci-
dent bappened that bhad a direct effect on the political activities
in Syria. !E:ifﬂfl-nl-hlnl, an aot{z, member in the party of al-Fatat,

1. 8aid, A., op. eit, Veol, II, pp. 85 - 100.
8. Al-Agma, N., Interview 24/1/53.
3. The Higher National Committeem and the Democratic Party.
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snd them Minister of the Defence Uouncil, was ocaptured or " kid-

1

napped " by the British. The reason for this u_nton it was sald,

was that Yasin al-Hashiml was an f__xtr.;tut who, the British knew,

would rather go to war ratherkthgl_i accept the digtates of the

——

Lioyd--GOom-OIncnotau Agreement which was then bring negotiated.

?his incident reminded the Syrians of the dangers that
lsy abead of them, and it w»as the immediate cause for the passing

of a law providing for oMlon military service. The Al-Lajnah

- —

al-#ataniyyah al-'Ulia was then formed to help in the recrui tment

of men, and to encourage the people %o join the uuy.g

The programme for compulsory military service falled
because the plan lacked three things : leadership negessaury funds,
and technical skill, The British were not ready to help in any
of these flelds for they knew that any such action on their part

would alienate Frange,

gonsequently, the notables of Damascus met at the initia-
tive of the leading men of al-'Abd party. A committee was formed
including representatives from the different Damascene gquarters and
from the political organizations then found in Syria. All these
constituted the Al-Lajnah al-dataniyyab al-'Ulia. As head, was cho-
gsen Sheikh Kamil al-Kasead who made Damascus his headquarters.

ot

1. Darwazah, M,I., op.oit. Vol. I, pp. 108 - 108, see also Sald, A., op.
eit. vol. II pp. 103-104.

3. History books refering to that periocd call the committee, the National
gommittee, the founder of the Qommittee says that the official name
of the organization was the High National (ommittee.

Prom a personal correspondance with Sheikh Kamil el-Kassab, Dee.ll,
1961,
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¥hen Feisal came back from his second voyage to Europe
and the terme he got from Qlemenceau, and to which he was willing to
agree, becam® known to the publiec ; Sheikh Kamil al-Kassab decided
to form a political party which would assist the High National Com-
mittee, and called it the Demooratic Party.

* According to Sheikh Kamil al-Kassab, the purpose of the
party was " to oppose Feisal who has made an agreement with (lemen-
oeau Prime Minister of Rrance, after Britain bad betrayed the Arabse
going back on their word and reaching an agreement with the French
that the latter abandon thelr claims to Mosul and Palestine as a
first step towards the carrying out of the terms of the ill-omened
Balfour Declaration , , . When we knew (Sheikh Kamil al-Kassab is
speaking) about the agreement that Feisal concluded with Clemenceau
in Parls, the High National CGomalttee wae formed.,., and later, I foum-
ded the Democratic Party which followed the same policy as the High
National Committee."

" The Democratic Party included within its ranks many
Arad leaders from the different parts of Syria ... they came in
bundreds of delegations %o join the party ... and it 1s also note-
worthy that Hauran and Djebel Druze ocompletely adhered to the party.
This explains their stand in the face of the treacherous foreignert®
This passage, quoted verbatum from a poriom letter addressed to
the writer by Sheikh Kamil bhimself, shows that the Democratic Party
had one single purpose t0 work for, namely, to safeguard the inde-
pendence of Syria from outside agression - French in this instance.

e a—

1. Personal letter from Sheikh Kamil al-Kassab, dated,Dee.ll, 1851,
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Altbhough all the parties that were formed under Feisal, had more or
less the same aim, yet, the Democratic Party was the most extremist
growp in Syria, and was® not ready to grant any conceesion to any
foreign power. It was ready to oppose French entry into Syria at
any cost not exeluding aotual war.

The party was violently opposed to Felsal's seemingly
mild policy towards the Allies, Ite leader went s0 far a® to call
Feisal a traitor to Syria " who preferred the interest of foreigners

to that of his country. **

In this respect, therefore, al-Hisb-al-Dimucrati (The

Democratic Party) supported gl-Fatag in ite opposition to Felsal
but went much further, calling Feisal's polioy treasonable.

The indignation of the members of the Hisb-al-Dimucrati
and of the High National Qommittee, reached its boiling point when

Feisal decided in July 1930 t0 accept General Gourand's ultimatum’
and ordered the disbandment of the army and the diseolution of the

Syrian Qongress, Al-Hisb-Al-Dimucrati organized huge demonstrations
against the decision of the QOrown. Although a few were killed and
many wounded in these demonstrations, yet the King did not change
hie decision.

The activities of the High National Gommittee and of Ale
Eleb-al-Dimucrati were, on the eve of the Battle of Maysalowm, a

(1) Toid, Porseneh
5= AleAyyam, Al-Wathaik-wal-Moua'hadat,(Damascus 1937), p. 148,
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few days later, much more fruitful. The Syrien Government had to
recruit an army to face the invading Fremch troops. It was only
then that Sheikh Kamil al-Kassab with the other members of his party
and the Oommittee, joined Feisal and called upon the people to join
the army, By July 24th a considerable number had been mobilized
and dispatohed to the frontiers., But although the people readily
answered the fervent call of al-Kaseab, theefforts of the untrained
Syrian army to forstall the attack of the well-organized French

forces, were in vain,

Maysaloun was a death-blow to any defence proje@t of Syria,
and, conseguently, the Democratic Party which had been oreated for

the purpose of defence, loet ite ralson d'@tre.

The Democratic Party had no internal organization beyond
a few self-appointed men who called themselves leaders of the party.
At their bead was Sheikh Kamil al-Kassad who, as his title shows,
was a religiouws leader. This explaine, partly, the support that
Sheikh Kamil received from the masses,

The party's central organigzation was in Demascous because
most of 1¢s leadere were from Damascus, No official branches of
the party were formed in any other ¢ity of Syria although the party
had eupporters all over the country. The High National Committee,
bad, bhowever, branches in almost every big city im the interior of
Syria,zkihanghxtbaxpaxtyxha and a8 Shelkh Kamil was also the founder
of the Committee he thought that the branches of the Committee would
act, though unofficlally, as branches of the Democratic Party as
well,
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The main source of income of the Democratiec i;lﬂy wae
from the irregular contributions of 1ts rich members., Like any
other newly formed party, the Democratic Party nudod. a8 many
adherents as possible, and, comsequently, 1t placed no monetary
obstacles in the way of membersbip, On the other hand, due to its
limi ted scope of activity, the Democratic Party did not need much
in way of funds,

AL-RISE AL-BADIDI : This is ome of the minor political parties
that were formed during Feisal's regime. It appeared around 1920.

It wa® made up chiefly of emotional youth elements many of whom
were highly educated., [t2 main purpose was to enlighten the people
a® to the coneequences of French interference in the affairs of
Syria, and to convince them of the necessity of opposing French

inuﬂontiéh by force if neceesary.

This party was not oreated to support or oppose any
special political group in the gountry, it aimed simply to develop
among the people a political consciousness that would enable them
to view with clarity the main political issues of the day. Generally,
however, 1t supported gl-Fgtat and worked in agreement with 1%,

The asctivities of the party were limited to holding
general meeting® at which one of the members of the party would
deliver a speech expressing an unblased opinion, as wmuch as that

was possible, on current issues,

Al-Hisb al-Hadidi was one of the few parties that survived
after Maysaloun, but not for very long. The party was dissolved by
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the French authorities in April 1922 and many of ite members put in
jail, immediately after the dlaturbances that followed the visit of
¥r, Oharles R. Orane to mmcl

Zhe Ared Glub ; Ae soon as hostilities ceased, the Arab Glub was
founded, among its founders was All Rida al-Rikabi, tho. General
Military Governor of the Bastern Zone, who acted as president of
the club until June 1519 when he was replaced by Fawzi el-Azm, ¥

Although the club wae founded with the expectation that 1t
would bave branches all over the Arab world, yet, 1t8 activities
were limited to Syria; it® central headquarters was established in
Damascus, BSranches of the club were also formed in Homs and Aleppo,
the branch in Aleppo being more active than that of Homs,(3).

The generul tendency of the club was violently anti-French,
ite theoratical goal was the formation of a " Great Arabla " stret-
ching from the Eejaz to the Persian Gulf, including Syria and Mesopo-
tamia.® On the other hand, the Arab glub insisted on the *independence
of all lande inhabited by Arabs,"$

IT ﬂ_m MIB,  Trom a personal interview Dec. B/I951. e

Darm !.t., op. cit., Vol. I, p. 98.

(3) de Gontaut-Birom, Gomte R., Jomment la France s'est installée
en Syrie, (Paris 1933), p. 1898,

(§) £B4%; B:,'Wavory of Mattonsliom in the vast, ( Londen, 1s29),

Py 286.
53
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Like all polisical clubs, it proclaimed {te political im-
partiality, in the sense that 1t wae free from any party affiliation,
and stood above the petty quarrels that often arose among the
different Syrian parties, Thereby, the Arab Cludb was able to win
the confidence of all parties and of the government as well, Thue
the Syrian Qongress held its first meetings in the halle of the
eJ.\lh.x

Due to its awerior organization the Arab Qlub played
the leaddmg. - role among all the other clube that were formed in
Syria during that period, and 1ts activities received wide reeponse
in popular circles.” These activities consisted mainly of holding
public meetings, addressing the people in mosgues, distributing
pamphlets and newspapers, zll of which aimed at stirring a nationa-
list epirit among the populace hostile to any foreign interference
in Syrian affairs,

The membersbip of the Arab Club was striotly limited to
the higher intellegentsia of the country, Most of the members belong-
ed to some political party, with the greatest number belonging to
al-Fatag and gl-Jetiklal, Thus, although the Arab Ulub proclaimed
ftself to be politically impartial, yet 1t often found {tself gooper-
ating with these parties. S50 much so that some foreign observers
confused the organization of the ¢lub with that of gl-Fatat and gl-
Istiklal parties.?

1. Darwazah, M.I., op. oit. {Sstde—3980) p. 98

3. ﬂli‘. ‘a. O’. 0“!. '01. It. ’l “'

3. De Gontaut-Biron, Qomte R., op. eit,, #im, In this book the
author {lm many ohuutorunu,‘that “ﬁﬂy belong to the

and gl-Tetiklal parties. A, cli



In this eense, therefore, the Arab Olub was only amn affi-
liated organization to the above-méntioned parties, 1f, however, some
suthors insist on ite separate exietence and relative political im-
partiality then 1t did not differ from the other political parties

of the day except in name,
X X X x

From this survey of the political parties it is poseible
to reach the following generalizations :-

The programmes of the political parties that were formed
during Feisal's mtu wére by no means adequate; u most cases they

pmviM for solutions only to mn l.uun that md the greatest

-tir, These were mainly evente that htpp.l.d on tho fontp field,
Home of these parties had clear programmes to rmdy m tod.o.l and

economic problems of of 8yria. In fact even the political programmes

that the parties had were ilnadequate - some of the main politiecal

A S N
issues that needed a pressing remedy were completely dlesregarded ;
some of these iseues were, the nnurd. Law, the religion of the

State, women suffrage, to mention a few, Not that these tuu-n were

not thought of, but that such issues would divide the ranks, Thue
essentially the programmes of political parties included only tmo
articles that would win almost universal support such as un.pndnon.
unity and opposition to the establishment of a Jewish National Home

[

tn rnnuu.‘ On the other hand, the seltttont Loadess Shinght Wt

once full independence is achieved and etablility established, fuller

1. Said, A, op., olt,, Vol. II, p. 54.



programmes would be drawn lni.1

A more acgurante explanation is perhape the faot that
these political parties had no fuller programmes because they were

#t1ll new and never had any experience in working in an independent

Arab state.?

It can therefore be safely asserted that the politiecal

e

parties until 1920 and even later, as shall be seen in the next
chapter, did not have programmes but " slogans ", In other words,
1t was enough to have a slogan to form a party, and these slogans

wvere essentially similar, their differences lay in the emphasis that

they placed on some issues rather than on others, For example,
Eisb-al-Watanil layed more emphasis on monarchy than the Hieb-al-

Dimuorati whose emphasis was more on defence.

A further reason for not having full programmes was that
parties did not feel the necessity of such programmes, but cared more
to have importans, well-known personalities join the party in the
bope of making it more popular, This leads to the second genmeral

1. Although this seems logical, 1t is doubtful that the effect of
full programmes upon ranks should of necgessity be divisive.
In times of orisie the most oppos parties often fo their
differences, Nor does it seem etely justifiable postpone
the drawing up of full programmes until independence is fully
achieved, when those programmes might prove helpful in the
achievement of independonee,

3, Darwazah, M.I. ~ Personal letter  dated  34/1%/5l.
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obsérvation about the Syrian parties during that perlod, namely, Leader~
‘hip.

In every kind of organization, leadership ie essential.
The masses who organize themselves into political parties, need orga-
nization to achieve the purposes for which they strive, " Organization
implies the tendency to engarohy!l In every organization a " direo-
ting" and a " directed * body, immediately, develops. Leadership
becomes specially important in a pouti;ally fimmature country ; in
such a country efficlency depends almost solely on the wisdom and
sincerity of leaders,

The qualities of a good leader are many and various, For
the purposes of new parties, such as those which appeared in Syria, the
leader had to be a good propagandist, an effiolent organiszer an effeo-

tive orator, and above all, a man sure of bimself, conscious of his

miesion, devoted to bis career.

The Syria which came out of the Firet World War was a new
country passing through a coriesis which jeopardized its very existence
a8 an independent sovereign state, #hat it needed therefore was a
inepiring ruler, conforming with the above-mentioned characteristics,
to keep it one cohesive whole. The country looked to FPeisal to ocoupy
that position and hoped to see all its hopes 1;“11-‘ through his belp

Despite his oratorical abilities and olo&uum. Feisal did
not possess an imposing personality ; one, that would make dissention
almost imposeible®, He was mot sure of himself, he doubted the belief

1. wiche},R., Eolitical Partigs, (London, 1915), pp. B0~6S.
3. m. "C .1‘.. '.1. " "O u"ml
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of the Syrian populace in him, and, consequently, took different
attitudes toward certain issues in & very short period, 7We ﬁul
him, for example, on the one hand promiesing the people that he will
not allow any foreign power t0 take any concessions on Syriansoil,
and at the same time making negotiations with Clemenceau to allow
the French certain concessione rather than cause bloody encounters,
Not that he was not sincere when he made his first promises, but
simply that he was driven by emotions to make such promises that
he did not realize as impractical until after he had made them,

It is undeniable that Felsal was a great success in hie
foreign policy and that the concessions he got from Lloyd George,
Glemenceau and the League of Rations were primarily due to bis per-
sonal versatility and tact, but to say that he was as great a sucocess
in bie internal policy would be a clear deviztion from the truth - a
good diplomat 1s not negessarily a good ﬁl:g_&_r. As we shall see o

-

iator the country was not united behind Feisal, not even Syria pro-
per, The party on whioh be counted most and in shich he was a member,
namely gl-Fatat, slipped out of his control for some time, HNor were
the masses on his side by the end of 1919 ; their violent riots stand
as clear evidence for their dissatisfaction. The masses were then,
for some time, more ready to follow Sheikh Kamil zl-Kassab, leader

of the Hisb-al-Dimucrati, tham to follow Feleal.

Sut Shelkh Kamil did not possess all the requi rements for
leadership either ; he too was a good orator but he lagked an in-
tellectual superiority and an expert knowledge * on matters inac-
cessible, or almost inaccesaible %o the mass ol the factors which

——

) R uﬂ.l. op. ¢it., pp. W -~ el,
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contributed to Shelkh Kamil's popularity were primarily, bhis past
ruudl wbich made his name familiar to the people ; for " in the
popular view, to bear a name which ie already familiar in certain
respects constitutes the best title %o leadership *, Besides,
Sheikh Kamil was a religious leader, a good propagandiet snd a able
agitator - qualities that are by no means suffiocient to make out of

him a ®* national " leader.

Indeed there were %00 many leaders in Syria during the
period ; but none of them could win all the country's support. As
might already have been remarked, the parties that were formed during
that period were numerous too. Euch one of these parties, with one

exception®, had more than one leader, each one of whom identified

o e e e e e e — e

himself with the party to which he b!lengod. The lOnﬂO?. of the

party felt that the political party which they hd!ﬂ to create, was

thelr personal property, tbat the interest of the party sas their
u;t_e_r;;t as well and yise yersg., All oriticism of the party was
taken as a oriticism agsinet a particular person in the party. (on-
sequéntly, there was & great devotion to the leaders to the party,

but, at the same time, there was great abuse of its power,

Oriticism among the parties was in moet cases, directed
againat persons, for, as far a® policies were concerned the political

3. Sheikh Kemil had been to Hejaz during the Firet World War and was
working with RKing Hussein for the liberation of the Arab uorld
from Turkish rule.

3. kichel, op. Q"o, Ppe 78 - 81.

3. The exception was the Hisb-al-Dimucrati whose only leader was
Sheikh Kamil al-Kassab.
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parties of that day were very similar, Had the parties been divided
along lines of polioy Syris would have bad one major party and a
number of affiliated organizations, But the love for power resulted
in the formation of a great number of parties, thereby increasing

the number of leaders,

All thies leads up to say that personalities were much more
important tham policies in the formation of the early Syriam political
puttn.l'

A8 a result of this tendency many of the leading men in
dyria belonged to more than one party. Because of this anomalous
situation no party had the exclusive loyalty of its memberes, likewise

ne party could exactly determine ite membership.

The third major observation about Syrian political partiee
between 1918 and 1920 was that none had any clear political i1deology.
o political party bad a philosophy imnto the framework of whieh all
issues would fall and wmould be solved, Thie explaine why there were

no slear~cut demarkations among the parties,

The causes underlying this situation were chiefly @
The lack of elarity and precision in the political aime
that the leaders hoped to achieve. The politiecal leadere th.-n;nl

did not know what poliey they would support should the threat of

f{yjan- The events of the day, bhad monopo-
lysed their attention shile plans for the future were sheomded in

vagueness.

1, Royal Institute of International Affairs, The Middle Eaet,(Londom
and New-York, 1850), pp. 391-383.
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There wa® however one general tendency which revealed a
significant aspect of party-life, namely, that there was a wide-
spread conviction that the mase of people was ignorant and should
be lead, and driven if necessary.! This explaine the tendency
towards narrow gentralization among the Syriam political groups and

parties.

Industrialism had not yet entered Syria. The state of
development in the economic and sogial flelds was still, up to a
point prisitive. Olass-consciousness had not yet pemetrated Syrian
soclety, and industrialiem had made very little headway.

The lack of a clear 1deological distinotion among the
parties had its advantages and dieadvantages. Onex advantage was
the absence of sharp hostilities amomg the parties, All felt some
kind of friendliness and had many points in common. Thies proved
useful during the critical period through which 3yria was passing.

Among the disadvantages was the ilwpossibility of the
development of any strong opposition because of the abeence of a
clear-gut ideological belief.

There wae, however, one distinection among the Syriam
political parties along which their classification was possible.
The political parties could be classified into two main categories
according to the age of their members. While some parties were made
up mainly of the older olass of politicians, others comprised mainly

~c——

1. 441l al-Aszma, 8/123/81.
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the younger intellegentsia. The main elements in the secret societies
were young people, while public organizations were made up of com-
paratively old men. The reason for such a division is obvious :

It was dangerous t0 enter a secret organization, and young men were

more likely to court these dangers.

Despite this distinction, both kinds of parties worked
in pewfect harmony, proving their sincerity and readiness to dis-
regard personal interest.

Those parties that were established by the youngex in-
tellegentsia, had, at least on paper, * fuller progranmes and more
elaborate organisations, and (were) interested in questioms of social
and economic organization as well as in purely political problo-.'l

According to this classification, the al-Fatat and gl-'jbd
parties would belong to the younger generation of politicians ;
while Hieb-al-Istiklal, al-Hisb al-Watani and al-Hisb=al-Dimucrati
would belong to the older gemeration of politicians,

This latter group of parties apparently dominated the
political field, but it fell under the influence of the other group
of parties, specially sl-Fatag, The older ~ men who held office
oould mot temper the extremist policy that gl-Fatai wanted them %0
follow - a policy that ftn;ly led up to Maysaloun.

Before ending this section two pmnuuu;au remain
to be mentioned : In their internal orgamnizatioms the political
parties of Syria between 1818 and 1920 did not feel the necessity

v e it S

1. hm !ﬂ‘i““. "o .’n'-. ’pc 393 e ’“0




of greater organization than what they had already. Gecawe, 8 1t
bas been sald earlier , there was no strong opposition that
would necessitate a centralized organization. They also felt
that despite the weskness oftheir organization they enjoyed a

i

wide national support. Furthermore, Syria was still a new state

and the tradition of a complex party-system had not yet evolved.

Finange regulations which each party set for itself
on paper were rarely carried out., This made the French think
that the Syrian nationalist parties were financed by the British,
while the British thought that the French were supporting the
opposers of British rule in the Sritish mandated areas. 35oth the
Eritish and the French were wrong, for it should be stated very
elearly that the finance of the Syrian national movement until
1935 was exclusiveky from Arab sources i.e. from the other Arab

etates or from the emigrants lbl‘OlA‘l.B i

From this general survey of the political parties
that grew during Felsal's regime in Syria, the following verdict
could be glven. From a purely theoratical point of view, it can
be asserted with precision that none of the political parties
which appeared during that period satisfied the conditions of a
modern political party. For to fomm a palitical party three

requirements are essential :

1. The reason why they enjoyed national Support without being organized
is due to the faot that the people payed allegiance to the persons
rather than to the party.

2. Al=Azma, N., Personal interview Beirut,Deo,,34,1952. Nabih al-Azma

refused to say wherefrom the Syrian national movement got help after
1935 and for what purpose that help was glven,



-l

1- Personnel : This denotes a number of persons owing
final loyalty and alleglance to the party.l Such a peresonnel
did not exist in any of the political parties that were formed
during Feleal's regime in Syria. Their membership, as 1t has
been mentioned earlier, was continuously shifting due to the
eimiliarities in thelr programmes and t0 the strese on personali-
ties rather than polioiu.z

2= A programme : Every modern party has a set programme
- at least on paper -~ that considers social, political and econ-
mic issues. The parties of Syria between 1918 and 1920 had, in
moet cases, programmes which dealt primarily, not to say exclusi-
vely, with the political issues; even these were inadeguately
analysed. On economic and soclal issues they.had very vague
policies if they had any at all,

3= Organization : kodern political parties have a complex
hierarohical organization which provides for a number of specia-
lized committees and affiliated groups, as well as for officiale
who are sometimes pald, to conduct the administration of the party.

None of the political parties in Syria had suech a complex
organisation. It was consequently very difficult for a party to

get 1n touch with every one of ites members, and to expect them

to answer the calls it makes on them", Although membership reached

1. The gueation of loyalty, whether 1t should be tO the party or o the
state 18 a controversial issue. Gome say that if too much loyalty is
given to the party, then this may interfere with the loyalty to the
state. Other political ;Mnkoro believe that the party and the state
are one - thus the two loyalties are really one. 3ee Macy, J. Qrgani za-

. ; (New-York,1918), pp.383-288.

3. This generalization ao.- not ly %0 the secret o zations
were goro organised, - RNt e
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a 8lzable number in some parties, the members that they got in touch

with did not exceed three hundred on the avcrogo.l

Yet, desplte the absence of the characteristios of modern
parties, the political organizatione which appeared in Syria between
1918 and 1920 cannot be said to have been political factions or
interest groups. VFor by definition a political faction is " a
number of citizens, whether amounting to a majority or minority Br
the whole, who are united and actuated by some common impulse of
passion, or of interest, adverse to the righte of other oitizens,
or to the permanent and sggregate interests ol the oommity..g
Despite their bad organization, limited programmes, and shifting
mémbership, these organizations worked for the national interest
and disregarded, as much as that was possible, the special interest
of individuals, or groups of individuals, unless that speclial in-

tereat coincided with the national one,

The political organizations during that period, were not
clube either, Because the purpose of political clubs, is to educate,
impartially, the people on the current political issues, giving
in every instance the pros and the cons of every problem. While
the political parties that were discussed thus far, stood by a
definit programme however limited that might have been.

Although to call the political organizatione already
discuesed, political parties would in the modern semse of the
term, be a mistake,t0 call them otherwise would constitute a

-~

l, Al-Azma, N., Interview Beirut, Dec. 8, 1953,
Edlton A., Jah J., Madieon, J., The Federaliet, (washington,
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greater error, BSesides, these political organizations had the
potentialities to become modern parties had they been given the
time to develop under a smoothly working parliamentary regime.
X x x X
Thus far the theoratical side of the party-system in Syria
between 1918 and 1920 has been considered, Their actual workings,
their attitudes towards the political events that happened during
the period under consideration, would now be treated,
X X X x
A survey of the main events that happened between October
1918 and July 1920 is necessary for understanding the aotual work-
ings of the political parties which were formed in that period,
as many of the parties came into being a8 a reaction to lnurm

—— e ———

or external donlowntn. Therefore to a brief study of the

hlltory of Syria botuon 1918 and 1930, the firet part of thtl

o ———

section shall be devoted,

On Beptember 30, the lust Turkish official left nunuw,

and immediately a provisional government was ronod wtth Satd al-

a.niri at its head, Thie government represented, 1n tho "n of

$he people, the resistance %0 thﬁ pan—tourimlm nounm ‘that

Jamal pasha trud to enforce om Syrta. It proclaimed the indepen~

dence of syru and started an oﬂoeﬂvc Hashimite propaganda.

1

This gonmunt, however, did not last for more than a few days,
Ho sooner Feisal had made his triumphant entry into Damascus on
Ootover 7, than he started to take the necessary Steps towards
the formation of a new mom. The governwent that Sald al-
Jagairi had set w, m looked at with suspicion by the Anglo-




Aradb General Eeadquarters due to the alledged pro-Ffrench leanings of
ul-.hulrt." Consequently, on Ootober stn, an official proclamation

N —————— e i -

mounood the formation in Syria of * a oconatitutional, Arab, fully-

B

independent government L™ uting in the name of His Magjesty Sultan
Bulooianibn‘hll. The adninistratlon of the country wae placed in
the hnndl of a Qgeneral Military Governor who acted under the super-

vision of the Amir.

This regime continued in Syria until August 4, 1619 when
a Qouncil of Directore was oreated. Under this purely military
aorornmo-hf_ﬁholo only ao_tivlty, as far as the internal field was
concerned, was to establish law and order, political organizations
were not expected to be active. This, however, was not the case, as

shall be seen later.

Tho rule of the Qouncil of Directors continued from August
4 1919 until llaxch s. 1830 when the military administration was
finally abolished anﬂ Syria proclaimed an independent constitutional
monarchy with Amir Feisal assuming the title of king Feisal I of
Syria, and with the SByrian Jongress acting as the official represen-
tative body of the Syrian people. The omrou 1mdnuly -tuud

to drur up & constitution which was rtnnny prmlgam on july 3,
1930. This constitution was based on the most dg;ocntte prlnclplu

™ provtdod for m ahuhora, tho lonr -tnmr than either the

e —— —

lppu uhnbor or the King. The Lower Chamber was to be elected for

(Paris, 1923), p.10.
3. For a full text of the proclamation see Baid, op, cit.Vol., IIL,pp.3B.

3. {gg the full text of the Uonstitution see : David, op. cit., pp.l35-
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“four years by indirect suffrage and every male citizen above 31 enjoy-
ed active suffrage in the first ballet, 1In the second ballot, eleo-
tors must be at least 25, and able %o read and write. The ministry

|L,_‘"' responsible to the Lower Ghamber,

This constitution bowever was never applied., Three weeks

after its promulgation the ocoupying French forces entered Damasous

after the defeat of the Syrian Forces at Khan Maysaloun (July 34,
1930). -

Thus throughout the period under comsideration (Oct. 1818~

July 1930) Syria did not_know a smoothly running parliamentary life.
One provisional government gave way to another, until, fimally, when

the senblance 9! an organized _llro was established, (March 1930) the

very existence of Syria as an independent sovereign state was in

the balange,

In the meantime the Syrian political parties were very
active but only in 80 far a8 preserving the unity in the ranks of

the Syrian people ¢ould we say that they achieved anything.
A8 soon as the Byrian (ongress met in June 1918, two
groups appeared inside it., The one called itself nn—n—rm‘

and the other al-Hisb al-Dimuorati®, These two groups were purely

parliamentary and included only the members of the Syrian Gongress,

In Eieb al-Takaddum were included the members of al-Istiklal

1. The Party of Progrees.
3. The Demooratic Party.
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and gl-Patat parties, This group was the better organized and the
one enjoying a majority within the Qongress,

Al-E1Sb al-Dimuorati wae the opposition group which re-

presented the dissatisfied with Feisal's regime and those who opposed
the measures that jl-Fatat favoured concerning the reoruitment of an
army and the defence of Syria's independence by force of arms, if
nuuury.l This group included some of the notables of Damasocus
and the representatives of several Syrian districts.

When parliament met in the AMd Building in Damascus, these
two groups did not eit together. To each was aseigned a wing of the
Building where problems were discussed separately before presenting
the final decisions,

The activities of both groups bad a marked effeot on the
constitution which the Syrian ongress drew up. During the debates
concerning the constitution the lakaddwa group showed a marked ten-
dency towards modernization. Thus when the question of the political
and civil rights of women was brought up Sheikh Sald Mourad al-Ghazszi,
an endightened religious leader, supported the women's ocause. Through
bis belp the Jakgddym group found no difficulty in winning a majority
in favour of this question. The measure bowever, was not carried out,
on the grounds that 1t wAgh® cauee a great deal of disturbance in the
reactionary and diseatisfied circles. sere it not for this reason
Syria would have been the first Oriental and Ivlamie country to have

1, It 1= lntomﬂ t0 note that Ryad al-50lh was a member of ale
and one of 1t® most active members, yet he wae
on sue m'ithm party that 1t was

t0 be pert of polioy nelude elements from the
g:oup n t0 weaken it, See Darwazah,
O’ oy Vol, t,”o
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granted women suffrage.

ihen finally the constitution was drawn up, it reflected
the wishes of the Takaddum group despite the opposition of gl-Hisb-
al-Dimuerati,

Onee through with the draft of the oconstitution the Takaddum
group embarked on a oriticism campaln ageinet Ali-Rida al-Rikabi's
cabinet, It claimed that al-Rikabli wae unable to support the etrain
of the political condition and found itself forced to withhold
ite confidence in his cabinet. dJonsequently, the leadere of the
Jakaddum group aseembled in the bouse of al-Rikabi and criticized
aleRikabi ®o vehemently that he was forced to tender his resigna-
tion on March 3, 1930. On March ¢ Hasbim al-Atasel a man famous
for his loyalty to the nationalist cause was asked to take over
the charge of al-Rikabl. The cabinet of al-Atassi recelved its
support from the Jakaddym group. As soon as it was in offige 1t
took a series of steps which considerably ralsed its popular support-
it preclaimed the independence of Syria (March 8, 1930), started
an internal loan, and enforced compulsory military lorrlel.l Such
were the relations and activitiee of gl-Patat and gl-Istiklal par-
ties inside and outside the SByrian Qongress, Thelr relatione with
Feisal were aleo significant.

It has been mentioned earlier that Feisal was a member
of gl=-Fatat and as such his support came mainly from this party.
In two mailn instances Feisal and gl-Fatat fell in direct opposition.

R T

1. Darwazah, op. oit., Vol. I, pp. 133-123.
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The firet instance was when the King-Orane Qommiseion pasced in
Syria. During ite vieit, the Eritish tried to win over Aradb publiec
opinion to choose Great-Britain for aszieting Syria. Due to thie
attempt there arose a disagreement between Feleal and al-.Patat,
Pelsal thought that it would be in the benefit of the nation to
agccept Gfeat-Britain's offer and choose it rather than Franoe,
Al-Fatat however insisted on refusing such half-measures and demanded
full imupo:\clomo:.L To reconcile these two tendencies it wae finally
decided that the U.S,A, afxama be chosen, Actually the U.8.A. recgei-

ved the greateet number of votes.?

The second instance in which gl-Fatat disagreed with

Felsal was after the conclusion of the Peisal-Glemenceau sgreementd
Al-Fagst and its affiilated organizations saw {in this agreement the

defeat of national hopes and aspirations, Faced with thie opposition
Felsal asked gl-Fatag to present ite opposition in writing. This

wae done, Feisal then called up each member of the central conmittee
of Al-Fatat to give a written testimony on this issue., This too the
members of the central committes did without hesitation. Feisal
then called the central committee of gl-Fgtat to a meeting. At this
meeting he and a few of the members of gl-Fatat directed such oriti-
clem on the central committee that 1t was forced to resign, The

new Qomszittee which was more ready to cooperate with Feieal, rejected
the agreement as well., In this way Feisal's manoeuvre to replace
the oentral committee of al-Fatat by another with the hope of find-
ing friendly understanding in a new one, failed.

1, Darwazah, op.cit, vol. I pp. 100-101,

2."King-Urane Report", Editor and Publisher,Vol,55,N°37,New !ork,bu%'?z
a.nrgr full Arable text of this agreement see al-Ayyam op.cit.pp.l37-
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The Influenge of Religious ¥em : No etudy of the political parties
in B8yria would be satisfactory unless due credit 1o given to the

significant role that religlous mem played in the manipulation of
public opinion. 1t should be stated with clearness that many of the
violent politiocal outburste that took place in Syria during Feleal's
regime, and throughout the period of the mandmte, would have not
taken place, had they not received the tacit or expliocit support

of those men., Had the mendatory power taken greater care, and had
it attached due eignificance t0 religicus influenge over the people,
many of the bloody insurrections would have been averted., For the
ulema of Syria had an slmost decisive influence over the masses of
the population.

Generally speaking, the political views of these religious
leaders consisted in a demand for the independence of an integral
Syria, Palestine included, under a decentralized, democoratic govern-
ment with Feisal at. is head, as king., If the help of a foreign
power should be imposed on Syria, this power should be rich, not
bound by any treaty concerning Syria, and unsuspected of any colon-

izing nnhtttonn.l

The mosque throughout the history of Islam served a poli-
tiocal, as well as, a religlous purpose. The congregutiomal Mosgue
in every oity provided a meeting place, and for many Moslems, a
place that should be vieited at least once a woek, The solemn
Friday prayer followed by the Friday sermon, which usually dealt
with current 1iseues, had a far-reaching effect on the pilous kKoaleme
who were readily influenced by the words of the eloguent Friday

1. “mlﬂ'-nm' op. oit,, p. 34,
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Speaker. This community fesling which the Friday prayer stimulated
among doslems, the feeling of being a homogeneous whole, cohesively
united in a common cause, enjoying a common belief, made the popu-
lation feel in itself a dynamiem animated by a religious devotion
and a national epirit that could override all obstacles.

On the other hand, no violence could be used t0 bar the
people from going to the mosque, or to use violepce within the walls
of the mosque - such aotion would gause 0 immense an indignation
in Moslem circles that no one has ever dared yet to try. All these
factors gave the weekly Friday meetings not only a religious but also
a political significance.

The nationalist political leaders found in these Friday
public meetings, during the regime of Feisal and during that of the
mandate, an ideal ground for infusing their ideas of liberation,
Gonsequently, mo@t of the violent manifestations took plage on
Fridays ; and it was indeed very difficult to subdue a people ani-
mated jointly by religion and nationalism.

The mandatory power, however, voluntarily disregarded
the influence of religlous lesders as well as that of nationalisst.
This explaine the difficultiee Frange had to confront in applying
the mandate over Syria.



THE SYRIAN POLITIGAL PARTIES 1§ EQYPT,

The problem unlch Byria was -truggling with after the War

did not cngago only thoae who inhabited the ocountry, but also iovolved
thc Syriaan all over the world, The question of the independence

and unity of Syria meant to ull Syrians a great deal. The tnturo of

et —

boast and in vhiob thcy oould live unmolested. uonaoquently. the
guestion of Syrian independence found a2 numver of powerful partisans
axsong the emigrante who helped the movement within Syria to achieve
whatever succesas it did achieve, not only during Felsal's regime,
but zlse and speclally, during the period of the mandate, Indeed

no discussion of the polltical pa:till in Syria would be complete

unlc-- it menttona, however briefly, the polittcnl organi:atlonl
that were formed outeide Syria, and specially ‘those in Egypt. ?rOn

America too the Arab nationalist movement found sympathetic onoouru-

s

gement, The Syrian emigrants who numbered hundreds of thousands
followed with great interest in their clubs, weeklies and newspa-
pers, the eventa of the Orient after the victory of the Alllea, in
which they saw the dawn of their lndopondcnoc.(l)

As the oradle of Arab renaissance, Egypt became, in the

poste-war period, a stronghold of the Syrian national movement. The

—

Syrian nntlonaltut- tound themeelves, in :gypt unrostrtotod in

thctr political ;otlvitio-, provided, of course, tnat th.y ‘would

i it —

not disturb the public order. Jonsesuently, they formed two main
orgnniuatlcnl which included a large number of the enllghtcnnd

1. Gontaut-Biron, op. eit., p. 188,




- -

Syriane who ltvnd in lgypt in the service of the government, These

E———

Vg CApRMARILONS wtae Hisb-gl-Tttihad as-gours¥and Ei® al-yo'todel
l!:ﬁ!llls

Bisb al-Ittihad ase-Sourl ; This party wae founded by a few Syrians
around the year 1917 after the new Ruseian authorities made puhllo

the Sykes=Piaot Agnemm’ This agreement showed that the Allles

————

wore decided to nOparata Syria and [raq from the reet of the Arab

world and to_proclaim in them some kind of government whioch would

make them spheres of influence to France and to Great Brlyain.

8hocked with the terms of thies agreement and dissatisfied

with King Hussein's methods {n handling Arab affairs, those few
Syrians dooidcd to play tho game thelir way. They elected, around

the beginning of 1918, a committee of seven members to negotiate

with the British. This committee was made wp of the following meme

bers i Rafic al-asm, Abdul-Rahman Shahbandar, Fawzi al-Bakri, Sheikh
Kamel al-Kassab, Khaled al-Hakim, Mukhtar el-Solh, Hassan w-n?]

The firet thing the committee did was to send a letter to
Lord Milner, British minister of war, asking him to clarify certain
1ine? in the policy his Britannic Majest)'e government hopes to
follow in the Arab world after the war is over,

The questions that were include in thie letter reveal the
tendency of the committee-men who were later to become the leading

——.

1. The Syrian Unity Pards
2. The Moderate Syrian Party.
3. "0“11. AeyOPe C‘to. p. 36.
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members of fish-al-lttihad-js-iouri. The letter eshowed that the

committeee which claimed to represent the Arab aspiraticns, was
.——--——'__'—_ .

ready to oooperato wnn tnc Alliu, provided the 1ndnpondcmo oz

Syria wae gara_l_xt_o_od. gontrary to what might have been thowht,tm
p;.;;y wanted Syria to begome part of an Arab Kingdom wbich would
{nclude the Arab Peninsula, Irag, Syria, and a part of the Wllayet
of Mosul, The party, however, insisted on a syetem of wide decentra-

ligzation in the would-be Kingdom. The committee, in ite lttter to

Lord nlner, ‘also pointed out that the Syrians were the ‘moving pont

of the Arab Revolt although 1t was proclalud in Hcdju.

e e

In the official answer that the committee received on June
2%, 1618, the Eritish government garanteed t0 help the Arabs %o
overgcome the obetacle®? tonat might stand in the way of their indepen-

denoe!'

After omuag fron tho British Minister of War euch a

pronin a largo nunber. of of the Syriane found in Egypt, gatherod to

duma tho politieal problems that were faolng the Arabs, and ondod

their meeting by proclaiming the formation of gisb-al-Ittibad As-Sourl.

They drew up for the party the following pmgm.a

}_. The boundaries of Syria stretch from the Taurue Mountains
in the north : t0 the Arablan Desert and Madain in the south : and
from the east the Khabur and the Zuphrates rivers : and from the
west the Red Sea, the HAfab-Akaba line,and the iediterranean,

s R

1. For the text of the letter that the committee received from Lord
¥ilner see : al-Ayyam, op. ¢it., p. 91.

3. ul‘, op.clt.. PP 38-41.
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2s gyria shall be fully independent; the League of Nations
ehall garcntee ite organic law, in such a way, that may not be
detrimental to its independence.

3. syria shall have, as a form of government, a decentra-
lized demogracy. The government of the country, #hall have recourse
to the League of Nations for the cholce of specialists who would
oocupy the posts of high-gouncellors, in case necessity for such
help be felt.t

4. The easence of 1t8 laws Bhball be purely oivil, except
in questions of personal status, which shall continue to be regulated
by the religious law.

g. Syrie's organic law shall garuntee minofity rights,

At the same meeting when the programme of the party was
drawn up, Asir Micbel Lutfallah was chosen chosen proutdont of the purty

with Sbhelkh Rashid Rida as ite '10.-92.'1&.31, Abdul-Rahman Shahbane

i

dar and Salim Sarkis as secretaries. 3Soon, however, Shahbandar was
___-——'__—___' ’ =
gsent to Damascus to establish a branobh of the party there.

The finanoes of the party oeno uainly rron it- rieh mcnhcri

and supportars, among these last the most generous was pogtor acoxgo
Lutfallah, president of the New Syria National League® who sent the
party 2000 guineas with a letter of encouragement coon after the
officlal formation of the party - Dec. 19, 1918.7

1., gGontaut-irom, op. ecit., ». 184.
£ Gl\i‘lm‘l-l‘lﬂl. OpPs “‘o' Pe is8,

3. Said, op. oit. Vel.II, p.4l.
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The actlvines of of the ,uxty betnen 1918 and 1920 were ltnia-

tod tc sending potitiona to the League of Rations protesting against

foretgj_n ing‘qufronoe in Syrta‘l gsoveraign existence, The party ocbjeod-
J;o the decleration of General Bolls in 19818 ;hiuh divided Syria
into a southern, eastern, and western regions ; and it proclaimed that
this was an overt application of the secret treaty of f}yku-?toot.l
The party also Objooted to tha noague for the F‘ronoh ogeupation of

the coastal parts of the Syrian torritory.

- -0 wae also the first party to demand

from the League of Nations to send an ingulry comniesion t0 investigate
the wishee of the 3Syrians bvefore ﬁna.uy dooidlng thetr rato. And

when the King-Crane (ommission came to 3yria for that purpose, the
leader of the party, Michel Lutfallab went over to Syria and edded
bie efforts to those of the other party-leaders in Syria tzying to
help the people make the right oholcc.g

The activity of the party 1noroaud nfter the dcfut of

kaysaloun (July, 1930) when all the political parties that had been
formed in 3yria disintegrated. dany of the leading party-un of

Syria took roﬁ‘. 1n Egypt lpooially n.fter feeling unwanted even 1n

'rrmjordan after 1924,

Yhen the news of political intolerance that the French exer-
cised over the Syrian nationalists, reached Egypt, and directly after
the vistt of Mr., Orane to Damasgus in April, 1923, a Syrio-Palestinian

(1) Tvid, p. 13
(3) Ioid, p. 41.
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gongress representing " all parties working for the independence of
Syris ", wa® called to meet in Egypt. The Qongress sent a letter of
protest to the League of Nations against the violation of the Freneh
of the people's righte; and reaffimmed Syria's refusal of the manda~
tory regime. This meeting took place under the auspices of fisb-ale

Itiihad js-Souri,

On the 27th of Dee. 19320, four days after the conclusion
of the Anglo-French Agreement which delimited the frontiers between

Syria and Palestine, Hisboal-Ifiihad je-Soyrl joined im a special

session and decided to send a telegram %o all wmon, protesting

B

qdut tho partition of Pnlutlm usd lyrla.

——

On Sept. 1, 1931, Hlsb-al-Ittihad js-Souri carried out the

plan 1% bad bun pnpmq um nnu-.ry of that year, namely m

ull.l.u up ¢ ot a congress st Geneva for the purpose of unifying all

Aub oﬂ'onl to regain | s;rh'- l.n«p-ndom.‘ The Congress inclu~
dd representatives from allthe Syrio-Palestinian organisations most

of which had already been dlssolved. Rachid Rida, vice-president of

Bisb-al-Tttihad is-Souri, presided over the meeting of the Congress:

Hisb-al-Ittihad As~Souri acting on bebalf of all syrhn

puﬂa sent a letter to the London Qongress, oauul wp to tmmn

. L - —_— .

n.un an Arnb to pmm tho Arad pouu of vin.

s = ——

=

1.For the text of the telegram see Sald, op. cit., Vol.III, p.263,.
3.Darwazah, M.I., op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 30-31,

3.For the report of the decislions of the Geneva OOT“I

s and the
commi ttee that sprang from 1t see Sald, A.,Vol,ITI,pp. 263-273.



Bisb-al-Ittihed As-Souri became very active, but whether

ite activity was frultful 1e a completely different issue., None of
the meetings or protests had any real influence since the party,
despite 1ts olaim of represemting all Syrian political organisations,
offiolally represented the opinions of a few and self-appointed leading

men,

After rull:hc the uselessness of their ondnvcun, the

léaddrs of W and the other Syrian political

refugees in Egypt, out down their activities to a nnluu. Their

activity was revived in half-conscious stirrings durtng tho Dmu

Revolt of 1926-1936. During the Druze Revolt, w

Souri, as well ae the other Syrian parties outside Syria, semt many
of 1ts top men to help in the organization of the Tevolt, while

the rank und ftlo of thc plr‘l, pmtdod the front dth ll’l.. ammu-

nltion m clothes, At the same time a propaganda campain m

mrlcd on in European and American circkes for the support of
Syria's struggle against French colonial poucy.l

On the 30th of November 1938 M. de Jouvenelle reached
Oairo and in the evening Michel Lutfallah leader of_Eisb-al-Fttihad
As-5ouri held a tea-party in his honour. M. de Jouvenelle agreed
with M. Lutfallah that the relations between Syria:and France should
be regulated by a treaty providing for independence and the creation
of a national constitutional government and the proclamation of a
goneral amnesty. On the following day he was handed the formal
demands of the Executive Qommittee of the Syrio-Palestinisn Jongress,

s — S

1. Darwasah, op.olt. ,Vol. II pp. 34-38.
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o

on the basis of which negotiations between Syria and France could be
carried} But de Jouvenelle never thought it worth his while to
negotiate with an unrepresentative group, he, therefore, declared

that the petition was harshly phrased and took thies a® a pretext to

stop nmtistionl.z

By the boclmung of the %0's the Syrian political movement

ln Egypt ocame to an end and political activity concentrated ttnu

in ﬂyrll.

Al-Hisb as-Soury al-Mo'tadel i This was another party that was

———

stu'ud in Egypt around the year 1919, It differed but inghtly in

———

the ptrty was Oltablllhd 48 closely related to thc oonilg ot tho

llng-o_ltam oo-i.ulan to syria. The party, a® a matter of faot had
no programme boyonﬂ the demands that 1t put forvud to Nr, orm,
through four ot its lud_g men, in July 1919. These demande were

the following :° o

1. That Syria should remain an indivieible country, extend-
ing from the Taurus Mountains to the Sinal Desert and from the Nediter
ranean sea to the Arabian Desers.

_@: That the Allied Congress will proclaim the complete

S e

‘dd' op.oit., veol. Itt. Pp. 371-393,
2, Darwaszah, op. eit., Vol. 11, pp. 34-385.

2. These leading men were : Faris Nimr, Ebalil Kbhayat, Antoum Mashshaka,
and Hasim Saibi'a. ! z

4. Bl!d. QP. .1‘.. Vol. II, p. 44+



independence of S8yria, and will choose a Power charged with the duty
of helping Syria until the time when it becomes able to defend its
independence and enjoy 1t fully. This Power shall be the United
ﬁutu of America, because this country is the strongest and richest

country in the world, and aleo because it is not 2 golonial Ponr."

3. That Syria be divided into states each of which enjoying
looal autonomy, but all of which responsible to one central government.

4, The form of government shall be & parliamentary democracy

5., That Arabic shall be the only official language in the
-

country.

8. That State and Religion be completely separated, except
in those questions concemming personal status,

The party etressed the necessity of keeping Syria a unity;
division had to be resisted by all means, On the other hand, the

party proclaimed that American custody over Syria ehall best garantee

the fulfilment of the aspirations of the Byrifg people, This latter

attitude made some writers ppmmor the party an instrument of Ameri-

can proman;h In the Aradb world. They even went so far as to c;y
that the views of the party were spread in Damascus and Syria, through
the belp of the American Red-Qross.”

1, Gontaut-Biron, op. ¢it., p. 353.

2. Gontaut-Biron, Qoute de, WWM
8yrie, (Paris, 1923), passim, P, .
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~Alcish sl-iotadel included within ite ranks a sdlect group
of Syrians living in Egypt. A-;ag its 1-.;113 members were : Farie
§imr, Ya'coub Sarrouf, Michel Ayyoub, Sai'd Shkair, Antoun Mashshaka,
Khalil EKhayyat, Suleiman Nassif, Nasid Saibi'ah, Amin Murshak, Nicola
Disb, Salim Haddad, Ilias Issawi and others.¥ The political orgsn

of the party was al-Mokattam review which mirrored the aims and
dofnglcd thoﬁrvtu of the party.

The party had a peculiar internal organiszation ; 1t set up
two branches in Egypt, one in Qairo and the other in Alundru.

Bach one of these branches bed a permanent hud, but for each nnlc:

the unbon -ould choose a proudcnt to preside over tho uﬁnc.

Paris Nimr was the permanent head of the Qairo branch, and xmn

Khayyat of the Alexandria branch.
I x x x

The ayrlg p;rttn that were formed in Egypt did not dlffu
from those that were formed within Syria except in two major res-

pOO‘” : in lh ﬂ.!lt place the pouum parties withim Syria were

more dirn'uy oonoomd utn what was taking place around th-,

mtr efforte nrc ﬂvtdd among innumerable events including the
significant as well the 1u;;;r;m. These insignificant issuee
were often mixed up with the more significant ones in Syria and were
even stressed unduly ; for the political parties im Syris had a publd o
Oplniu to lailtfy. This public that the Syriam parties had to d;ll
-uh m nou nhly to rnnt to minor issues than to url.ouo rmm

Mﬂll.

g —

The Syrian parties in Egypt, free _f_m th.r pressure of an

Sl-td, ‘., Atbhawrah d-mu_’,.. e (m’ 1.3,.'.19!1’ P.43.
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-omd judg-oum band on oucfu.l study. These pu-uu u-o iqp.qq

a cohesive body due to their seleot membership and their 1imi ted

number. The political parties within Syria had a shifting member-
ship #ince many belonged to more than one party at the same time.

Thie does not mean, however that the parties in Egypt were
more effective than those of 8yria - dun to thoir 1limited meuborlhtp
and small support the Byrien parties in Egypt had 11ttlo crrut on

the decisions concerning policy.
' x x x x
The nationalist movement during Feisal's period eontinued

through the help of several political organizations. These orga~
nizations epread not only in 3yria but in the other Arab states as
well., They proclaimed besically simlilar programmes which aimed
chiefly at the preservation of unity among the Arad statee anmd
demanded their complete independence.

All theu pu'tlu were, however, suffered equally from

uak 1ntcrna1 organinum, and the wholc future of the country was

loft to the duorctton or a haudrul of penonautiu. 'rhuo per-

cmlluu aotod more in thoir printo onpmtty m ln thotr o-pa-

city of pmy-nprountaﬂvu. gonsequently, all confligte took a

personal character and, euspicious of each other, the leaders would

din‘ru on tho non frtvolo\u ud 1m1¢ntﬁcant of issuwes. The

cffloiomy of political organtnﬂon was, thereby, seriously dimi-
nished,

As npnnntaﬂn of pubno opinion, these parties would




bave had larger significance had they been united inte one big bloe

with a common higher body to represent them on all matters of natiomml

imporsance, and on which, incidentally, they all agreed, The country
was passing through a orisis and the negessity for coalition wae only
natural, Their 1uanm to rcu.tn distinet organizations, and %o

play the game, each in 1ts own way, diminished from their 1nnu.m
pa:;tloulany in foreign circles. The Western Powers knew of these
pinoan rivalries and agreements, and thus possessed an efficlent

tool which they did not refrain from using to their great advantage.

The alhgta_nog of the average Syrian wae, on the othr haal.
uoro to portonl than o party. The period -htoh the poeplo had spent

under the ?urki-h rule, made the development of a nationalist splrlt

a dirﬁoult anl a time-absorbing task. * The Turks taugbt the Arabe
that thc hturut- of a segt were higher than those of patriotism ;
that the petty concerns of the province were more than nationality.
They led them by subtfle dissensions to distrust one another *.*
This heritage was, bhowever, in the post-war period, greatly weakened

The era of Arad natiomalism had dawned ; enthusiasm reached 1%8 peak

ul u-td %o triumph, for a u-, over sectional differences. The

oriteria for dissemsion wore rapidly loosing their relevance to the
actual situation. All group- game to roaliu that thelr differences

were u‘niﬂcun only tn thc e when government wae merely a system
of hiaiton hpoud by foroo, and not in the heyday of mationaliem,

'rm- 2 do not find in Syria a single political organisation that ¥
vas based on religlous affiliation not a 2ingle party asserted that

e o P i

1. Lawrence, op. cit., {henden;—1938) p. 44.




the members of a certalm comeunity or denomination were unwanted,
Every hand wa? necessary to build the national edifice. The politicad

leaders of the country bad realized that religious dissensions hnd

to be eliminated before any step toward the unity and 1ndopmdcnoo

be taken., Felsal profltod fm avery occasion to assert the qqmuy

of all Syriane in rights and obligatione. However, we should not go

80 far a8 to say that the minorities were completely integrated.
One or two generations night have besn nudod bcroro nuoh 2 ocomplete

revolution of ideas could bave been effected. But we can say with
gertainty that had the situation in Syria been left to develop na-
turally, religlous and geographical particularism would have been
completely eradicated from the scene of Syrian politice.

%hat tho Syrlm mtionnuto were in the progeas of nohio-

ving with a2 fnlr measure or sucgess was dealt a doa.dly hlon by the

mmdatory ‘power. Dur!.ng the inter-war period the French rntvod ’\

all hatnds, encouraged religious fanatioiem, and envigourated every |
relic of zntagoniem among the differemt religious and racial groups. )

This leads to the discussion of the Mandate; and to this
the next chapter shall be devoted.

2930000000092 000



SHAPTIER Il

THRE POLITICAL PARTIES

during the

MANDATE.
Je tiens & vous déclarer,,. que lee Syriens
et les Libanais sont nettement mécontents.

vous leur aviez promis 1'indépendance, vous
leur avez apporté la servitude.®

Raymond poincarét

gyria never wanted the mandate; it took every occasion %0
express its aversion to 1% ; 1t resisted 1ts methods from the day
{t was established to the day 1% came to an end,® Every politieal
group put 1t in unmistakable terms that Syria wanted, at most, the
hond;:;of agsistance and not the ocurse of subjugation. The Arabe
hed already redligzed the duplicity of the Allies and their unwillingn-
ess to oarry out those promises that they had very generously
granted during the War, The Arabs, in the post-war period were
not ready to go through the same experience another time. They kmew
that the Mandate syetem was nothing but a new device to deprive
them of their independence and to satisfy " empire builderxs * .

The Syrian's hate for the mandatory regime was made more
acute becauss of their bate for France - the country to which Syria

———

1. Rabbath, E., Unité Syrienne et Devenir Arabe, (Partis, 1837), p.d

2. " King-Orane rt on the Hear East 'hﬁw
vol. 55, N® 31, (New York, Dee. 3, 1 ’
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was allocated according to the Sykes-Pigot Agreement. France's
actions in North Africa, its actions during the war, and after the
war, bad stamped vivid but poignant memories in the minds of the
Syrians that they could not readily overlook, The Syrians knew
that the rrench meant exploitation, subjugation and even annexation

when they spoke of their " mission clvilizatrige.*®

The mandate was, consequently, imposed on Syﬂgl‘. The na-

tionalists refused to recognize its necessity and they specially
resented the way it was carried out? Thue the Mandate over Syria
started in violence, lived through violence, and ended in violence,
fven inGreatemebsnon which the mandatory belped to c¢reate, there
was wide dlscontent from tbe method of application of the mandate;
epecially, when Mr. Robert de (8ix proclaimed a constitution which
centralized all powers in the hands of the High Gommissioner?

when the French entered Syria against the will of ite people,
they strengthened the wave of hate already rieing from the days of
Feisal'es regime. The French, on the other hand, did not bother %o
try to mitigate that hate by following & benevolent m-pmru-tn
policy towards the Syriasnse; rather, the little good they were able
to achieve wae done a$ the expense of s0 much evil that the people

s Sl

1, Khabbaz, H., F&ranga fi Souriya, (Egypt, 1938), pp. #3-38.

3, Kayali, A., Had al-Rutls al-wataniys, (Aleppo, 1833), p. 3.

3. * The Gonseil Adwinistratif of Lebanon, which had twice asked for
a French mandate, passed a ruol.ntin in lo'u-\nr 1919, after
General gouraud's arrival, .2:: redress from the
utn French military nmtlm -d ltng out that

3!; enjoyed more freedom under the Turke," Kobn, op.ecit.
p-a83,
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started to see evil in =2ll change. A @Spirit of resotion epread among
the people, a 2pirit of longing to the good old duys of Ottoman
ndalntstratlonl.

From this sourge of discontent the national movements in
the new era drew thelr vigour, This general discontent grew in
magnitude, year after year, until it finally reached the degree of
the intolerable. It was then (18235) that a nation-wide revolt
broke out., The causes wiho] lead to this outburet will be discussed

now,

Syria after the First vworld %ar needed complete reconstrue=-
tion in all f1elde, w%hnt 414 Prance contribute %0 the satisfaction
of these needs ? Pontioany Byrin needed a gonsclidation of tta

unity, an implementation or the mndato by a bilateral treaty, si-

— e

mnar to that oonolurded between Iraq and Great-8ritain, and admissim

to the League of lutlonﬂ.a Syria also needed a emoothly running

-

parliamentary life based on a healthy party-system,

Instead of winning the support of the people by trying to
help them resch their political aims, the mandatory authorities took
a series of steps dlametrically opposed to the national aspirations,
By following the old imperialistic maxim of * divide and rule ¥,
Frange provoked * the extreme dissatisfaction of the muslim u;orlty?'
The 1dea of a bilateral treaty was not even considered until 1926,
and by the end of the thirties the impossibvility of an understanding

to
becane obviocus due /some reactionary elements in the French senate.

Io m‘lz 'a
1929), *vol.

2. Rabbath,op.elt., preface by Amir Shekib Arslen, passim,
3. ldd.l, ‘m (lﬂldﬂ. 1“.). P 987.
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¥ith the fAilure of the nationalist efforts to negotiate a treaty
Syria's hope of joining the League faded,

On the purely internal fleld vigourous measures have been
taken to hamper a national revival,

Freedom of meeting and of assoceiation were limited very
sharply. These freedoms had been proclaimed by the Turkish conse-
titution of 1876 and 1508, and bhave been applied uninterruptedly
thooughout the Ottoman Empire until they were suspended during the
war. when the High Commissioner took over the administration in
Syria he replaced them with new regulations inspired by the ciroums-
tances. By Ottoman law, meetings bad to win the approval of the
sdministrative officer of the district, while meetings in the
streets had to be forbidden whem armed or disturbing public oxder.
These regulations remained for some time under the mandate, but most
meetings were labelled * undesirable ® and had to be stamped out by
armed forcer

Freedom of assoclation had also been recognized by Ottoman
law under the only restrigtion that notification of the government
should preceed the formation of any association, and that assoclations
should not be against the law or vioclate public order amd publie
decorum, Under the mandate, moreover, no political party was per-
mitted to funetion if it aimed at changing the existing form of
government (both the overthrow of government and changing ites form)
1.8, the mandate; and that its politieal programme should be strictly
local 1.e. their sphere of action should not transcend the boundaries




of 1ts immediate community. This last measure was taken to forbid
the growth of such parties that would promote the feeling of unity
in the different parts of Syria. Limits were set to the immovable
property an association eould own. On the other hand, dissolution
of an association was not by judicial décision, but by sdminis-
trative order issued by the dietriot officer. Apart from these
reservations the freedom of aseociation was secured?

mnother of the sacred libverties was seriously 1limited,
namely, the freedom of tho press, which is essential for the
development of national comsecicusness, and specially essential
for the political development of Syria., Under the Ottoman regime
Syria enjoyed a wide free press. But contrary to what might be
expected, the rules for the press under the Mandate differed in
a remarkable way from the liberal spirit of the old law, though
Ottoman. And while the lawse regulating freedom of asseubly were
only suspended, those regulating the freedom of the press wers
completely changed. The mew laws of the Eigh Commissioner consis-
ted a negation pure and simple of the liberty of the press ; mea~
gures were even taken that limited the freedom of private corres-
pondonoo.. Such were the restrictions placed on the Syrian press
that 1t lost 1te talson 4'8tre, This situation, obviously detri-
mental to the Syriam people, wae as detrimental to Frenmch publie
opinion which remain wrongly and inadequately informed about what

was actually taking place in Byrhs.

1. t“do ”.m - 734,

2, Rabbath. B, L' s PP 213-331. See u.o.
de Saint Point, V. (Paris,1929), pp. 77-80,

3. De Saint Point, op. oit., p. 80

o



Briefly, the elementary righte of individuals snd groupe were
denied - no freedom of speech, of assembly, of publication were gronte-
ed, and imprisonment without trial was frequentl

X x F 4

Under these conditions Syria could not énjoy a smooth pare
liamentary eysten, and therefore it wa® not helped to soguire the
experience necessary to meet " the stremucus conditions of the modern
uorld.g' Rather, on entering Syria, General Gouraud diesclved the

Syrian Congress, ths only representative body in the country., A oonse
‘——'—-—‘—"'—"—_"— - — - - —— — _— —_——

titution was mot procl 4 O and even then 1t did not re-

celve the aceeptance of natiomalist circles, becawse 1t placed the
residue of power im the hands of the French- sppointed High gommie-

2ioner. 3Speaking of these powers, & Frenchuan and a witness saya,

" 8 Haut-Qommissaire a donc un pouvolr 11llimi-
té dans tous les Etate de Syrie : pouvolr de direction
de dé¢oision, de survelllapee; sutorité absolue sur tous
les services publies : oivils et militaires, Maie {1
releve du uinistere des Affaires Etrangdres qui établit
la liaison entre lul et tous les dépa mur des minis-
teres frangals avec lesguels 1l a 2 faire."

Yot, desplite this rigid eentralization the French adminietration in
Syris was slow and incompetent®.

e

1. Hourani, A., Syria and lebanon, (London, 1946), pp. 176-178.
3. Gharter of the League of Natiome, Art. 23, paragraph 1,

3. De 3aint-Point, op. olt., p. 69.

4. Rabbeth, E., L'Evelution Politigue . ... , pp. 110-111,
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Through the divieiom of Syria into several independent and
seni-independent districts, the French were capable to develop a
provingizl epirit in some areas and a separatist spirit in others.
These were fanned by the religious dissentione that the French stirred
up® . Although the diffuslon of this spirit made tbe admiration
more amenable to the Freneh, 1% also increased the economic and
adminietrative dieslocation, and created further politieal unrest
in the country.

In the economic field " the mandatory goverament did nothing
to inerease the prosperity of the country but rather showed bias in
promoting Fremch trade interests, and capturing ite trade®,® They
circulated in Syria a fluctuating and depreclated paper money and
created the unfavourable situation of a franc bloc surrounded by a
eterling bloe. They imposed boundaries and custom duties, made
transit tbrough Syria to the other neighbouring states almost impos~
sible”, and several other similar greivances®. * The Freneb made no
serious effort to promote native trade and manifactures ; on the

1. In Jebel Druze and the State of the Alawites there grew a provin-
elal spirit that differed in magnitude at different periocds during
the mandate, while in Lebanon there grew a separatist spirit wmhieh
was duttnoa to continue even after the mandate.

2, Kobmn, H.®p. cit., p. 204,

3. Fedden, op. oit., p. 263, T

4, Hourami, op. cit., pp. 1768 - 178,
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3.
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gontrary, the tendencies which dominate all French colonial poliey
begame more and more marked : t0 aseimilate the native peoples to
French civilization and to make Frenmch the sole offieial languagel,®

The French did not consider the interest of the indegencus popu-
lation, Frange's interest was always the primary consideration in

the ecomomic poliecy which it tried to apply in ayru.'

In the administrative fleld s growing country like Syria
needed primarily efficlient administrators. The French, however,
filled government offices with Frenchmen few of whom were reputed
for moral integrity and administrative competence., French officials

directed all the lodigw-ul posts in the country ; and

the octopus of corruption reached every branch of the country's
sdoinistration®. Most of the French offictals were, furthermore,
army-men who knew very little about oivil adminietration., Thue a
sllitary state with an effective secret police, the Seeretariat,
was set up in Syria tbroughout the period of the kandate., Due %o
all these factors the administration of the ¥rench im Syria was

* gorrupt, avariclous and arbitrary,’

* One of the differences between French and British nethods
of colonization is that, whilet CGreat Britain &5 & rule sends her

Kohn, op, oit., p. 394.

Facing the Chamber of Qommerce in Hov. 9 13)0 general Gouraud
8 PpeRK :f of the Mandate over Syria ntd L'aﬁ’nu payera ¥.

See Doriot, La Syrie aux Syriens, (Paris 1938), p. ©.
Masad, op, eit., pp. 113 = 1l4.

Hourani, op. eit., p. 176.



ablest and most competent men to the colonies, gifted Frenchmen pre-
fer to atay at home, » This explaimé the poor quality of Fremch
eolonisl offigers,

This 1s a brief account of the situation in Syria during the
sandate period, Although the picture might not have been equally
gloomy all through that period, yes, ons occuld safely assert that
1t was never good enough tc help the pecple rapidly progress,

x x x x

Syrian political parties received their impetws and moving
forge from this general discomtent, It enabled the lesdersiir to
bind the Syriane together into political organizations, which played
an important role in the country's nationsl revival¥, Tre people
wére resdy to support any political perty which aimed ot changing
the situation ereated by the msmdatory power. Thelr only difference
was on bow radigally this change should be. ooﬁomnuy all the
political parties that grew under the mandate became fighting equa-
drons egainet French rule,

X x x 3
To speak of an organised party - system in Syria during the
mandate would be giving the term a mueh wider commotation than 1t
really means. Throughout this period, there existed politieal
" groups ", sometimes organized well enough to deserve the name
" political party ", and sometimes 90 loose that they were almoat .

—— eam

1. m op. ol%., p. 294,
3. Shabhbandar, A., Al-Thawrab gl-Souriyah, (Damascus, 19353) p.13.
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unnoticeable, Due to thelr vague programmés and loose membership, 1t
became very difficult to classify them inte definit oategories.
this should not mean that there was no political activisy throughout
the period under gomnideration ; political meetings were held re-
gularly and at very short intervals throughout the coumntry.

" g'est a L'ombre des mosquées, dans les
universités, dans les gafés et lea caravanse-
raile, que complotent les musulmans xénophobes,
hostiles au mandat frangais ",

These meetings aimed chiefly at creating a situation of unrest that
would force the French to modify thelr policy towards the indege-

nous powlntlona.

For the purposes of this chapter, the politiecal parties
which grew during the period of the Mandate shall be divided into
two main divieions : The negativiste and the po-usvuu"’. The
claseical classification has been %0 divide the political tendencles
into Extremist and Modervate, This olassificatiom is, however,
biased, for 1t convey® the idea that the modarates were the seekers
of moderation. The truth of the matter, however, is that those whom
we shall ocall positivists, 3% were ready %o acoept the mandate as

a falt aggompli and try to work out a polioy of ooopqnuon‘

the mandatory power. They included those who thought that Syria's

with

interest could not be segured except after the consent of France

1. Gen. Andrea, La iévolte Druse, (Peris, 1937), ». 77.

2. In 1933, General Sarrail reports, 35 revolte broke out in Syria,
the anbs stion of whioh cost France 5000 soldiers. In 1934
weygand standing before the memoral monument for the Fremch Army
of the Levant, said that France oost im Syria s000 soldiers and
250 officers, Said, op,eit. vol. III, p. 280,

3. A possible way to claseify these groups 1is to divide them into
collaborators and non-collaborators.

4..1 fh}; m)‘o.nun. often degenerated into servile acquiescence to
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and through its help. They also believed that French interests in
Syria should be safeguarded and that French assistance was necessary
for Syria'e evolution and progress}

« The extremists, whom we shall call the negativists, saw

in the mandate an evil to be resisted at all cost,

The positiviets, bhowever, did not have a well organiged
political party to defend their point of view, Indeed it was a
grave mistake that the French committed when they did not belp
them to form political parties. But it seems that the French au-
thorities were suspicious even of those who were ready to cooperate
with them, and oonsequently, theypreferred to keep them a loose
aggregate of individuals rather than a compact group with a definit
programmeand a striot organization. They thought that it was easier
$0 influence individuals than to influence a party. All they did
consisted of helping these individuals to gather a following. Thus
grew, for the first time, during the eleotions of 1831 - 1932, se-
veral political organizations which went by the names of Mo'tadelin,

Islahiyln, Mithakiyin & Abrar?

x The activities of the negativists were alse thoroughly
curtailed but these were, however, able to form politigal groups
and parties that rendered them more effective becsuse they were
able to win wide popular support.

M -

1, ¥as'ad, op. oi%., pp. 66 - @9.
3. “"ll. 0’- °“.. ’C 1310
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genarally 'p“n%ﬁ% the support the positiviets received, w®
fyom the common people of/countryside, while the support of the nega-
tivists came mainly from the towns and inoluded the intellegentsia
of the popuhtion.l It might even have been possible to win over the
countryside to the nationaliet oaude, were 1t not for the obstacles
that the mandatory put in the way of development and diffusion of
netionalint ideas that almed at non-ocooperation. On the other hand,
the organisatioms of the negativists was not healthy mwl;‘?un
their volces heard and their influence felt in the distant communities
of the countryside.

The impression might be galned that the negativiets and poei-
tivists were sharply divided ; this, however, was not the case. Al=-
though they were sometimes violently opposed and easily distinguishable
the line of distinction was, at other times, almost inexistent. To
fllustrate, none of the negativists was ready to take up a publie
office without the comsent of his assoclates, while the poeitiviste
were ready to take up such offices, considering it essential to the
welfare of the country, On the other hand, the negativists received
support from wll sections of the population in demanding a treaty
vwith France. A clear-cut opposition was not present because the
positivists, more than the negativiets, were not organized, they
had no definilt programmes and were therefore ready to cooperate with

the negativists within certain limita,

* They differed not on fundamental questions but om questiom \
of means ; they were akin to one anotber in sympathies, and indivi-
duals from the two (groupe) oftem worked topﬂur."

) wu‘. op. ot‘.. P 179.



Besides, the positivists could not declare their opposition to the
negativists lest they should be labelled as unpatrictie. Thus

during the Drusze revolt the positivists took & passive attdtude !

£ X X &
Until 1925 the negativisits did not possess a gingle orga-

nization tlth}gyrta. Beside the obstaclees that the High Commissioner

placed in the way of the formation of political parties, the Syrian

nationalists within Syria waitod for the nationaliet leaderes who

nad fled after Maysaloun to Egypt and Transjordan to return to Syria

and re-establish the parties which existed during Feisal's reglmo.a
gonsequently the nationalists who remained in Syria, were continuous-

Xy in contact with the leaders of the al-Istiklal and gl-Fatat par-
ties, the only two parties that survived Mayzaloun, both of which

had moved to Trannjordan.3

It =as not until five years afterMaysaloun that the natio= |
nalist movement in Syria started to take definit form and by the

30's the party-system in 3yria started to show signs of maturisy.

According to the better optiniem, no politicall, party

appeared in Syria between the years 1930 and 19387  Political

1. General Andrea, op. e¢it., pp. 77-78
3. Darwazah, op.oit,, vol. II, pp. 39-31 & 38

3. The revolutionary movements which appeared during the firet years
of the Mandate, speclally in the North of Syria, gulded by Sheikh
Saleh al-Ali, Ibrahism Hananu & Subhi Barakat, were organized in
cooperation with the central committee of Al-Fatst in Transjordan
Seq ! , 9p. oit., Vol, II p. 386.

4. Al-peshir, Beyrouth, darch 10, 1931, K°® 3689.



meetings used to take plage swcretly in the houses of eminent poli-

tical leaders in nlmml.l'

Thus Damascus became the center of
nationalist political activities within Syria, for Damasous was

more politically consciows than any other city in SByria, first,
because it was the capital of the realm; second because of its

geographic, situation bring nearer to Hejaz ; and finally because
{ts population was predominantly ATab, unlike Aleppo, for example,
which 18 mized with others of non-Arab stock.

The seoret meetings used to include people often representing
very divergent views, the majority however, were from the negativist
group who did not want %o cooperate with the French nthortﬂn.n

By 1925 the Syrian negativists felt that the time had come
for the formation of = political party officially regognized by the
mandatory power. In one of hls speeches general Sarrail announced
his desire to see in the country parties representing publie¢ opinion,
This point shall be discussed later., ToO the nationalists the fore
sation of an officlally recognized party would eatisfy the following
necessities !-

Firet, all the Syrians felt that the situation in Syria was moving

1.

T

The people who were later %o make up the Sha'ab Party used to meet
at the house of Said Haldar who was later to becgome oneé of the
leading men of the party, From am interview with Said Haydar on
April 32, 1953 Beirut.

. uouf the people who often attended these meetings was S8heikh
Tajeddine al-Husseini who claimed t0 be a negativist but who later
turned out 0 be among the first mem ready to cooperate with the
French, " Interveiw with al-Azma, A., Belrut 24/1/851.



~89-

from bad to worse, and that the formation of am organized popular
body would press for reform. * We oftem hear " sald a leading natio-
naliet, * of the government taking measures om ite own, without
esking the opiniom of those oond'orud, under the pretext that there
are no organised political parties in the country, This pretext is
often beard in parliamentary and press circles."l

Second, the moderate negativists felt the necessity of establishing
such & party whioh would help the country achieve its aime through
legal weans which the party would promise to oburn.'
Third, the extreme negativists supported the formation of the party
because it would devert the attention of the French authorities

from the activities of the nationalists who were preparing an armed
uprising. By means of party pressure also, some of the more corrupt
elements in the administration =might be ollliut_s:i.s In order that
the party might be able to win the confidence of the mandatory power,

a nusber of the suspected nationaliste were kept out. This attitude
which some political leaders adopted, created a big stir im popular
ciroles ; the people started to gquestion why a particular leader
joinéd the party while another did not, consequently & number of people
suspecgted the party of being & Fremsh creation,*

These factors, among others, resulted in the formation of
the ( People's Party ) Hisb-al-Sba'b in 1925.

1., From & epeech by Dr, Ihesan al-Sharif om the opening eession of the
people's Party, Jume S, 198S.

2. Art, 2 of the party's conetitutionm,
3. Interview with al-Agma, N., Belrut, 34/1/53,
4. Iu‘-
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,—/’/" On entering Syria (Jan, 1938) General Sarrall promised

| the people to follow a liveral policy and whem the Syrian delega~
tions went to present to the new High (ommissioner the wishes of
the people, he usged the members of the delegatioms %o unify their
rankes and orgenize their action, and he promised them to grant
the liberties of aszoclation and of the prese saying, ' Organize
your ranke as we the French Radicale organized ours, for when
we organized our ranks, we were able to bfat our opponente ; and
you can do likewise in your country and fom a oartol']'.

Hearing this the negativists immediately semt a note to the au~
thorities concerned asking for a pemmission to set up a party.

* This note was sent in the names of the moderate negativists, but
the French refused %o comply with the wishes of the negativists
saying that among the men in whose name the note was sent, were
some ex-conviets, In answer t0 this the negativiste brought to
the attention of the authorities that the gemeral amnesty, pro-
claimed by the international treaty of Lausanme, would eruse any
previous orime., It was then that the authorities gave ite per-

mission to set wup the party that came to be known later as Hisb-

1-8h .!l

The date of the formation of the ShiAb party is not
agreed upon by the historians who wrote on this pl!'l.od.. Bome
assert that the party was formed in 1923 after the release of
Dr. Abdul-Rahman Shahbandar from pruon? Others say that
the party did not appear until February 9, 1928°, Dr.Sbabbandar
1" Fiom & specch by Ibsan Sharif on the opening session of the People's

party, June 5,1935.
2. Interview with said' Matdar, Betrut,23/3/53

3. .‘m’.. A.y OP. olt., ». 60 »
4, Heddad, @, Fifty years of Modern Syria & Lebanonm, (Beirut,1960),p. 74,




=Pl

who begame the leader of the party, sald that the pgarty did not come
officially into existence except in May 1935.} The party's first
general meeting, did not take place, bowever, until June 5, 1938 in
Damascus®. AlShough the party might have existed as a secret orga~
nization long before 1835, it did not become am official political
party until February 1935°, and 1t did not start to function until
June, 1935 - the date of its opening session,

Leadership in the party was placed in the hands of Dr.
Abdul-Rabman Shahbandar, a man w=ho bad made himself prominent as an
outspoken opponent of the Mandate. The central comnittee of the
party was made of such negativists as Hassan al-Hakim, Lutfi Al-
Haffar, Fauzi al-Ghazzi, Said Haidar, Ihean al-Sharif, Tawfik Shamiah,
Farls al-ihoury, AbduleMajid Al-Tabbakh, Abou~al-Khair iopwakki'$,
These leading men were chosen in such a way that every one of them
represented a particular group in the country. Individually these
men enjoyed popular support, by joining the party they put all the
support they enjoyed in the urﬂu of the party. The support of
the party wmas therefore very wide. However, many supporters did
not want thelr names t0 appear, for they preferred to stay out of
the limelight., It is estimated that the_Sha'b party was supported
by at least 5000 men of whom 1000 men only had thelr names registered

1, Ohabbandar, op. oit., p. 136. ;'L

3., FProm a publication by the Sha'b Party on the opening session of
the People's Party. June, 1935.

3. The Constitution of the Party, Art. 4, paragraph 1.
4. 9‘1‘. op. oi1%., Vol, III, p. 203,
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in the party's booh.' Many of the government officials joined

the party as well, particularly z» the offlciale of the municipality

The official alms of the party and the means the party
would follow to achieve them were put down in articles one and two
of 1ts constitution.

Article one stated : " The People's Party which has been founded in
Damascus shall work for the achievement of the following prinecipless

(a) The achievement of national sovereignty.

(b) The unity of Syria in 1%s natural boundaries.

(d) The garantee of peresonal freedom in 21l its forms,

(d) Training the country for a socisl, demooratic and ecivil

policy.

(é) The protection of national induwstries and the fuller

exploitation of the nution's economic resources,

(f) The unification of tho educational system and making

elementary education obligatory and universal.

Article two of the constitution stated that the party ehall
carry out those principles through legal channels,

In explanation of the party's aims Faris al-Kboury gave a
epeech, om the opening session of the party ome June Sth, 192385,
which 1s essential for a clear understanding of the party..

1. Interview %#ith Said Haldar in Beirut, 23/3/853,
3. General Andrea, op. oit,.,, p. 78.

3. The speech of Faris al-Koury appeared in a party publication
immediately after the opening seseion of the party, in June 1938,
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Faris al-ghouri pointed out that the general line of poliocy
that the party will follow would be to create a non-existing situa-
tion. 1In other worde, the party wanted to replace the existing
gituation by a new one which would assure more fully the national
welfare,

He then insisted on the party's determination to suppors
popular government on the most democratic basis and to oppose any
tendency towarde diectatorship or the rule of the few. Eecawse
national sovereignty is best assured whem it ie supported by a
conetitutional government, A® a matter of fact Faris al-EKhoury
aseribved the absence of natiomal sovereignty im Syria,during that
period,to the diotatorial tendency in 1ts administration; and went
on to say that Syria's independence and right to national sovereignty
were indisputable, The Syriame, be added, will achlieve these aims
in the shortest poesible time and by legal means,

Qoming to the second main purpose of the Shaab Party, he
pointed out that natural Syria wae inhabited by one people having
the same race, language and traditioms. The unity of Syria was
therefore essential for its continuation,

Then Faris al-kboury came to the question of persomal righte
and insisted that without them no democratio government ocould fumotiom
properly, he also alluded to the faot that these rights had been
the produet of the Fremch Revolution and should therefore be precious-
1y preserved by the mandatory power,

In trying to explain the fourth paragraph of Art, @ of the
party's constitution, Faris al-Khoury tried to show that the party
was for all classes and all religione and that it would oppose any
attempt to create such distinotions.



The economic poliey of the party, Farie al-kKhouri esaid,
aimed at fuller exploitation of Syria's resources and the develop-
ment of mew imdustries, He pointed out the necessity to protect
growing industries through imposing high tariff barriers on imported
goods; be then demanded that the national government be givem full
power in the regulation of gustom duties,

Farie al-Khouri drew the attention of the audience to the
'E:Eiﬁi! neoeseity of unifying the educational system in Syria, and
asoribed the situation then present in Syria due to the lack of a
unified system of education and the inadequacy of gchools, saying
that 1lleteracy im Syria reached a flgure very mear to 90 $. He
then urged the government to sake primary education compulsory and

free.

Faris al-Kboury thea went on to say that the party would not
be driven by emotions and that 1t would try to solve the problems
with clear reasoning and scientific study, that the party's only
weapon wae the law ae long as it continued to respect personal
freedom, He aleso made it clear that the Feople's Party was not built
on the " persons " who joined 1%, but om the " prineciples * that 1t
aimed t0 agbleve. Them bhe sald thet the party was ready to0 cooperate
with anybody who promised to belp the party achieve 1t9 ailms. For
the party hoped to achieve those sims in the shortest poseible time
and would oppose any attempt to hinder or prolong the time for their
achievement of these nl-s.l

1. Ibid,



Finally, Faris al-Khoury sald that the party wanted to prove,
to the civilized world, the ability of the Syrians to govern them-

ulm.l

In a speech by Abdul-Rahman Shahbandar, the leader of the
party, two more aims were added to those mentioned in the comsti-~
tution of the party and whioch received such a wide support that
they might rightly be considered as essential a®s those inocluded
in the constitution,”

Dr. Shahbandar said that the People's Party was to Syria what
the QUP had been to modern Turkey and just as this party was able
shatter the despotic rule of Abdul~Hamid and establish libersy, so
would the People's Party try %0 be an instrument of liberation.

Dr. Shahbandar also pointed out that the Arab lands, not only |
natural Syria, form one country and should remain as such due 4o ,'
geographic, soclal and ethnic factors,

Goming to economiocs Dr. Shabbandar said, * ,.. and if I
believe that Qommunism does not sult the Eastern instiames,l do
believe, however, that a reasonable degree of socialiem is not
incompatible with eastern ideals ", and that the countries now
cawering under imperialist rule will risze up against the tyranny
of nl.d.‘

1. Ibid,
2. Ibid,
3. Ibld,



As %0 the azime set down in article one of the party's consti-
tution, one could easily judge that they were indispensible to every
modern nation, and the very fact that a party should include theam in
1t programme is a proof of the oppressive atmosphere that teigned in
Syria during the Mandate period., These alms, the party promised to
achieve by legal means, Rowever, in actual practice, the party wae
deternined t¢ use force, 1f necessary. while the party wa® proclaiming
its peaceful policy om its opening session, Sald Haldar, one of its
leading men, was conferring with the Druze leaders and assuring them
of the party's support in case of an uprisingl; The great role the
party plaged in the organization of the Druze Revolt will be seen in

a moment.

The internal organiszation of the party ie regulated by article
four of the constitution. The article is divided into twenty-six
paragraphs dealing with the duties of the central administration com-
mittee, the duty of the members, the duties of the branches and the
methods of thelr formation, the finance of the party, the duties of the
treasurer, the duties of the general secretary, and finally, the general
congress, For the sake of clarity, a translation of the party's by
lawe will follow i~
Art, IV - The by-laws of tha People's Party.

1« The people's Party was founded in Damascus on Monday,Pebruary
9, 1938,

2- The People's Party is made up of an active body, an adminis-
trative committee and honorary members. '

34 The active body is made up of all active luuhol‘l.

1. Interview %ith Sald Haldar in Beirut, on March 28nd, 1952,
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4- The administrative committee is chosen from the active
body by eecret ballot, and will pe made up of a seoretary, a treasurer
and five active members,

- The administrative committee accepts the members into the
party after looking into their written application which should include
the scceptance by the applicant of the party's basic prineiplee, It
i2 up to the administrative committee alone to decide whether the
applicant should be considered an agtive member or am honorary member,

é- I2 considered an honorary member every pereon who con-
tributes to the party morally or materially.

7= The duties of the administrative committee :

(a) To carry out the decisions it takes, neceessary for
the achievement of the party's aims.

(b) To carry out the decisiones takem by the " active
body " in 1te general meeting.

(e) To correspond with all the branches of the party
within the Syrian lands,

(d) To invite the " aotive body " to hold a meeting every

8ix months ; or more aften 1f necessity demands.
8- The duties of the " active body .

(a) To meet every six months by invitation of the adminis-
trative committee, or oftener if the necessity arises, to discuse

the deeds of the administrative committee and check on its agcounts.

The formation of branches and their duties :
8~ The committees of the branches are made up of a secretary,
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a treasurer and a number of members varying im accordance with the
importance of the branch.

10- The duty of the branch is to carry out the general deci-
sions, taken by the central administrative committee of the party,
atlming at the achievement of the party's essential aime,

1l- The regulation of correspondence with the center through
the general secretary.

Finance of the party @
13- The sources of income of the party are : the entrance
dues, the monthly dues, the contributions, the revenue of the, ., . -
which the party holds,

1%~ #hen & member i accepted to joinm the party, he pays balf
a gold pound or its eguivalent in paper-money.

14~ Every member of the party pays a monthly due of one_majidi
or 1t9 equivalent in Syrian paper-money.

15~ The party accepts the contributioms offered to 1it.

18~ All duskand contributions gathered by a speecial officer
of the party appointed by the treasurer and answerable $o the
adaninistrative committee,

17~ Receipts, signed by the treasurej ,the seoretary and a
meuber of the administzative committee chosen by the committee itself,
are given for all contributions or dues.

18- Ho amsount of money is to be apent exoept by decision of



the administrative committee,
The duties of the treasurer :

19~ To organize the books on the principles of book-keeping.

30- To keep the money of the party and sugygest ways for their

use.

The duties of the Secretary :

3l- To reglster the declisions of the adminisetrative commi ttes.

33- To call the administrative committee to meet whenever

the necessity for a meeting arises,

73~ To correspond with the branches of the party and keep
records of each.

34~ To register the names of the active and honorary merbers.
35~ To keep the seal of the party.

Ibe general congreess :-

36- The party holds, whenever it sees negessary, a general
congress which includes the members chosen by the administrative
commit tees of the branches, t0 discuss matters pertailning to the
whole party.

b 4 X P 4

The by-lawi 4ifiper were ovserved with salutary strictness -
all dues were paid on time and to the ful1’; and each party-officid
tried to keep up to his duties as beet he could, For the members

of the People's Party were very szealous workers and sincere in thelr

————m.

Interview with Sald Hatdar, Beirut, April, 30, 1953.
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nationalist spirit, For the short time that the party was destined
to live, the zeal and sincerity of the party leaders and members
showed itself in thelr adherence to every law of the party's cons-
titution. It would be interesting to speculate on whether the party
would have kept up this reputation of good organization had 1t been
allowed a longer span of life.

All party offlcial were unpaid volunteers, It could even be
Said that had the party offered its officiale wages, they would have
refused to take them., During the circumstances, the nationalist
Splrit wae 8o high that an individusl might have been accused of
tuuofx to the nationallet cause had he taken any of the party's
funds a® a wage. On the other hand, the party-officials provided
for in the constitution were all rich-enough not to need the money
of the party; on the ocontrary, they oftem contributed to the party's
funds } Finally, the party's treasury was not Tich enough to
afford paying it officialf. .

It has Dbeen mentioned that while the party was etill a seoret
organization financial support came to it from American sources.
This, however, is denied by all the party-members whom the author,
has had the opportunity to nut.a

The significance of the People's Party is intimately related

to the Druze Revolt of August 24, 1935 ; in this respect, the activi ty

of the People's Party, despite 1ts short life, had a significant

I. ivid.

3. W& Mas'ad says that when Mr. Urane reached Syria in April 1933,
bis arrival resulted in a violent show of discontent from French
rule, As a'result Mr., Jrane was forced to leave Syria and the

leaders of the nationalist movement were arrested. With Dr,Shabban-
dar checques braving tbe eignature of Mr.0rane ware found., Dr.Shah-

bandar claimed that they were given %o him by Mr, Crane as a

contr zmtoa {a the foundation of a national school, See Masa'ad,
o’o ¢ . ’o .
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effect on the history of Syria under the Mandate., For, in fact,
the immediate purpose for which the reople's Party was set up was,
contrary to what it proclaimed in its gonstitution, to draw up a
plan for a nation-wide insurrection and establish an independent
Syrian Gtate by Igghgﬂ.l Thus when the Druze Revolt broke out
md;y of the leading men of the party aotually participated in the
iighting ; among these may be mentioned Said Haidar and Hassan al-

Bakim.?

On the eve of the revolt Dr., Shehbandar got in touch with
the architects of the Druze Hevolt, and, realizing the benefit
the party would reap should the revolt succeed, concluded an alliame

with Sultan pasha al-Atrash.3

fhen the revolt broke out the party did not take an active
part im 1t, rather 1t waited to ®ee ite repercussion in Frenoh olr-
cles, In the meantime, however, the party tried to get in toush

w¥ith the emigrant Syrians asking them to bhelp the revolt ﬁnnnolally?

1. Shabbandar, op. ©it., p. 33.
2. Ibid, p. 33.
3. Gen. Mﬁ.r.t, Op. clto. P 76.

4, The first sum of money that came a® a help for the revolt was
from Amin Arslan from Argentina ; the sum he sent was 12 gulneas
four of which were sent t0 Rashid Tali' in Amman to buy cartridges.
Later during the revolt 2000 guineas were gatbered yearly from
different sources,

The arms used during the revolt were mostly Turkish that had

been left in the country after the withdrawal of the Turkish Armwy.
These arms were smuggled to the insurgente chiefly from Ma'ln,
Gaza and Aleppo. Interview with Nablh al-Azma in BSeirut, Decem-
ber 8, 1851,
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The pPeople's Party did not feel the necessity to intervene
until August 1925, after the defest of Micham's campain by the
Druze, The French then sued for an underetanding with the Druze,
The intervention of the leaders of the People's Porty convinced the
Druze Sheiknhs that they should not accept the peace that the French

proposed. No sooner had the party leadoru heard of the arrival of

u;ytﬁln chau, as rcpre-entattvc of General Sarrall, the aigh Com=-

nletlonor, than thoy chose three of the party's leading men, asa'd

al-ﬁakri, Taunk al-Halapbi, and Zaki al-Drubi, to contaot the Druze

leadern in the Jebel (Augwst 17) and inform them that Damascus

uould participate in the revolt abould the Drull rafuse the peace~

settlemont. At this same meeting a plan was drs'n up for the

resumption of action on the 34th of August.

Informed of the steps taken Ly the People's Party, the
French High Commiasioner, Ueneral 3arrdil, issued an order dissol-
ving all political assoclations in Syria, restricting the libverty
of the press, and demanding the arrest of the People's Party's
aduinistrative comnittoel. The order of the High Commissioner was
immediately carried out. Hany of the leading members of the Peo-
ple'es Party were arrested and exiled either to the small island
of Arwad off the Syrian coast, or to the Esetche’., The leaders
of the party were, however, were able to escape French persecution

and to help in the organigation of the revolt.®

1. ‘ay.lt. Op. Oit., po '1.
2. S‘ld. Op. Olt., vol, III. PP. 308-310.

3. The leaders who were able to @scape were , g1 oob .o Shabbanday,

Hassan al-Haki Sala Baldsr, Jami
e penralig oy N 1 Mardam, yauzi Heeeib and Asa'd



From the date of dissolution of the People's Party and
of all other political organizations the Druze Revolt took a na-
tional character. A Revolutionary Syrian Government was proolaimed,
Sultan al-Atrash was proclaimed head of the revolutionary government
and general Qommander of the Syrian Nationallst l‘orm.l

What would have happened to the People's Party had the
Druge Revolt suoceeded to place limitations on France's authority
in some parts of Syria, is an interesting subject for historical
@épeculation. #¥ith the way the revolt ended up, the diecuesion of
the People's Party has to be cut down to a few concluding remarks,

/ With the failure of the Druze Revolt, the People's Party
fell back into 1t8 previous status of illegality. Its autbority
remained in Jebel Drusze until 1931 when the Atrash family was able
t0 take over the responsibility of government in the Jjebel, and
bring under its sway all the other minor families that once supported
the party..

with the disappearence of the Feople's Party in 1935-36,
Syrian party-life became similar to that which followed the Battle
of Maysaloun (1930). 4 situation in which the zealous nationalists

1. All proclamations calling the people t0 arms and showing the
aimes of the revolt were signed by Sultan al-Atrash as General
Gommander of the Syriam Natlonallst Forces. See Sald, op. oit,
Vol. III. PP, 311‘320|

3., Kayali, op. oit., p. 13.
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felt at a loss as t0 how reform should be carried out, and where
1t should begin., Fortunately, the situation did not endure for
very long. The people of Syria now realized that France wvas de-
termined to carry out 1ts obligations in Syria, and was ready to

saorifice a great deal rather than leave Syria to the Byrlul..

Violence, the people came to know, could not bear the
frults of salvation, but that 1t would ultimately result in great
material losses and in the exile and prosecution of the leaders
of the nationalist movement. Meanwhile the policy of cooperation
which had been decried, sver since 1818, as a futile instrument
of policy, was gaining its proper place. The nationaliet leaders,
seeing the result of armed resistance to the wished of a powerful
Zuropean country, in 1930 and {n 1936, deoided to give peaceful
negotiations and diplomatic bargaining a try. Thie was one achiew -

ment of the Druse Revolt.

Another achievement was that the Druse Revolt was able %o
oreate in Syria a public opinion aware of the evils of French rale.
for the Drusze revolt had a national character as opposed to the
religious and provineial character which resistance movements had
until then had, The revolt proved that differences among the people
which the Mandatory tried to oreate were artificial and that good
organization was sufficient to make the Syrian people a cohewive

whole.

3. The lossges of France in Syria between 1930-1935 amounted to
3.844 million france (official figure) and 6,960 men, See

mﬂo" °’. ‘t‘.. ’i 1’-
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In this way, the revolt created a nation-wide, deep-rooted anta-
goniem to the French.l

The leaders of the Druze Revolt did not hope to defeat
France which was then known to be the strongest land-power in the
world ; they wanted " to ppove to the world, by blood and fire,
the only language which the Jest understands, the wiches and demands
of the Syrians, and to show the spirit of discontent that existed

between the oppressing and the oppressed nntion'.a

The Drusze Revolt also helped " to comvince the French
government of the need for a less negative attitude towards the
nuon.u-u'.’ France, after 1926, was better dieposed to0 ne-
gotiate on reasonable grounds with the Syrian nationalists; it
{mplicitly recognized the right of the Syrians to share in the

government of thelr countrxy.

On the otber hand, the hitherto platomic manifestations
of pan-Arab nationalism; the sentimentalism that accompanied
political idealism; were now tempered by a spirit of realism in
politice, The nationalist negativists were mow asking for a bi-
lateral treaty that would secure France's interests as well as®

Syria's, an organic law, and admission %o the League of Natioms.

1. Interveew with Said Haidar, Beirut 233/3/53,
3. u-um. '. ‘n’ mt ?. 1“0«

3. Royal Institute of International Affairs, The Middle Rast,




Both parties felt that the experiment of the mandate was
& fallure. A substitute bhad to be found. That substitute wae a
treaty.

For the achievement of those demands a new organization
was necessary, one which would look at the situation im Syria with
a less passionate eye and seek am outlet from 1t mot through over
vioclence but through diplomatic asction., The People's Party could
not do this job, for it wa® a party of combat, one for drawing
plots and ¢arrying them out by force of arme, Besides the leaders
of the People's Party were out of favour with the mandatory and
had fled the country, some to [stambul and sore to Egypt. A new
party bad to take over the pursuit. This marke the advent of the
Kutlah Party to defend the nationalist cause.



Eisb Al-Kutleh Al-Ngtaniyyah i

Although the Kutlah Party did mot appear until 1978, yet,
judging from ite membership 1t can be clearly seen, that 1te men

were those of the_al-Fatat and_al-lstiklal parties which appeared
during Feisal's regime in B8yria. It has been seen, in the previous

chapter, that the parties of al-Fatat and gl-Istiklal completely
desintegrated after 1920, and that most of thelr political leaders
fled Syria to the neighbouring states, Little by little, some of
these men were able to regaln acceptance in Syria and to resume their
efforts in the political field. They were not ready to cooperate
with the mewbers of the Feople's Party because they belonged to
different orgenizatione under Feisal's regime.? Thus when the
People's Party desintegrated in 1926, the leading men of gl-Fatat
and al-Tetiklsl formed the Kutlah party’, while the remaining members
of the Feople's Party refused to joim the party and aoted as® an
opposing group. Thelir difference was by no mesne on principles for

1. The National Bloe Party.
3. It has been mentioned in Chapt. I that W W
disagreed with Feisal sometizes and tha orea
- to support him in case al- ,.!ﬁ :
0 80, BSome of the leading wen o Poo'p'!oil gﬁy
Alsp al-Fatenl,

bad belonged during Feisal'es regime to the
while some of the leading men of the Kutlahbelonged to the gl-

Estat end gl-Istiklal parties. As these two groups of mem
used to gonsider themeelves opposed during Feisal's regime they

etill felt the same way under the mandate,
%, Kurd-Ali, M., Al-Muzakkarat, (Damascus, 1948), Vol. II, p.577.
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for they all wanted to get rid of France, and were egually negative
in their gemeral poliey. Their difference wae bullt on the fact

that they belonged to different organizations during Feisal’s regime
and they were not ready to forget the old days, This attitude on
the part of the negativiste was to be of the greatest detriment to
the unity and effectiveness of the national movement, It also pre-
sented a powerful wespon in the hande of the French that they did not
refrain from using whenever it wae necesesary or possible,

The opposition of those who were onge the members of the
People's Party, to the Kutlah was not, however, very effective. This
was mainly due to the fact that the members of the People's Party
were firet of all outside Syria, either in Egypt or in Istambul
(Turkey); their outulu therefore or tho Kutlah's sctions was

uiuy on the gonoru. unu of the xutlah'l pollor, -hn.o thoy were
kcpt ul-oct conphtoly uninformed abont the striotly internal poliecy

B

of th. Eutlah or about the dottnl o! uo rorﬂp poucy.fﬂlrthomu,
the attack on the Kutlah by the mesbers of the People's Party was not
effective because 1t was not organiged, but was condugted by indi-
viduals who never came together to decide on the method they would
follow in their opposition. Their unfamiliarity with the internal
conditions of Syria, and inadequate organization, made thelr opposi-

tiom ineffective,

e e S

1. In an article esigned * 8 *, which stands for 8aid Haldar, who was
in Tetambul, publieshed in al-Kabas N° 515, Dec. 7 uso. the author
attacks the rutlab for its ® moderation * and iéniency, but be
mentione no instance to show when and how the Kutlah was ltntent,
The attack wa® therefore vague,
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Thus, in the firet few yeares of 1ts existence the Kutlah
bad almost no' organized oppoeition from any part of the negativist
circles., The opposition that it received from the positivist
circles was ae ineffective. The positivists, as it was mentioned
earlier, were by no means organized and could hardly make their
voloee heard in popular cireles,

No effective opposition appeared until 1833 and later in

1638 when th-_mn_u-.-r.m_nm‘ and Al-Jabbab al-fataniyyah
al-Nuttanidab®, were organized, Despite this opposition, the Kutlah
waé able to remain the most active political organisation, from

1928 until 1838, The next few pages shall be devoted to the study
of the history of the Kutlah during this period.

T x x

The policy of the first three High Qommissioners who had
governed Syria since 19230~ aqur:ud, weygand and Sarrail - proved
to be unsuccessful. Military generals as these High Qommissioners
were, they followed in Syria a colonial policy that could not but
end up in what it did - a nation-wide revolt. The French govern-
ment realized the consequences in which the continuation of such a
policy would result. The material losses that had befallen the
French treasury due to thie policy, were too great to be overlooked,
and already the communist left of the French Chamber was making an
tssue of these expences.? Thus on Decemver 8, 1928, De Jouvenmelle,
the first civilian High Commissioner arrived to Syria, to replace
General Sarrail,

1. The league of'latiolal Action,
2. The United National Fromt,

3. Doriot, op. eit., passim,
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The policy that de Jouvenelle followed was, in many ways,
similar to that of his predecessors., In one respect, however, 1%
seemed different and more constructive. De Jouvehelle was charged

sith the duty of concluding a treaty with the Syrians'

s be therefore
felt tbe necessity of asking the people to elect a Qonstituent
Assembly &8 a first step towards the creation of a smeothly running
parliamentary 1ife in Syria. Thus in 1998, and for the first time
singe 1920, the negativists decided to carry out a nation-wide
election onnpnia.a It was during these elections, that took place
on the 34th of April 1928, that Bisb sl-Kutleh al-Wataniyyash appeared .
The elections of 1928 sent in & majority of nationaliste, From that
day on, the history of Syria under the mandate became deeply related
to, if not identical with, the activities of the Kutlah Party.

§o event of importance, during that period, took place, witbout the
Kutlah playing some leading part in 1%,

% fbrahim Eananu, leader of the Kutlah party, and he who con-
tributed most to ite foundation, became prespdent of the Qommission
set up for drafting the comstitution, Ibrabim Hananu was an Aloppoai
who had taken an activs part in the revolts that took place in
northern Syria during the first years of the mandate. His influence
over the mem around bim was profound and be was " respected even by

his opponents, Bashim al-Atassi another ardent negativist and

already a veteran politiclian of Felsal's regime became President of

1. For the text of the proponed treaty are Al-Ayyam, op.eit,, p.lés.

2. In the elections of 1928 the negativists boycotted the elections
in Aleppo, Homé, and Hama, yet in the ministry of Abhmad Damad
there were three nationaliste: Faris al-kboury,Lutfi al-gaffar,ans

See Spid, op.cit. pp. 403 - 407, al-Baraszi,
s. mrlo‘. op. .‘tn. m -~
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the sssembly, It was only natural, therefore, that the constitutiom
emanating from such an Assembly should be strongly effected by the
negativiet tendencles of the majority of its membere, This was

ezactly what happened, The Qonstituent Assembly drew up a consti-
tution that reflected the wishes of the people concerning unity and
independence., Such a constitution obvicusly failed to win the approval
of the Eigh Gommissioner who issued an order to suspend the activities
of the Assembly for three monthe, and om February 7, 1838, he issued

another orderadjourning 't sine die.

It wae not until March 20, 1830 that High Qommissioner Fonsot
forced a constitution on the cocuntry which was a drastic amendment of
the 1928 constitution, 1In 1933 new elections were held, marking the
end of the firet phase in the history of the Kutlah., During this
period the efforts of the Kutlah were directed to the estabvlishment
of stable political 1ife in Syria on some basis that would satisfy
national aspirations, The Kutlab made a earnest effort to barmonigze
the interests of France with those of Syria and to diffuse a spirit
of calm and cooperation among the population, The Kutlah was never
able to escape the conseguences of ite fallure to achieve anything

constructive.

%hen the second phase in the history of the Kutlah opened in
1833 by the parliamentary elections, the Kutlah decided to go a step
further in the way of cooperation, and participate in the elections

on the basis of the constitution that the Righ Commissioner promulgated
in 1830. The kutlah did not even demand from the High Qommissiener,
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garantees concerning the non-interference of the Fremch authori ties

80 as to sway the elections in favour of some candidates.

The French, bhowever, inetead of supervising over the electiom s
@8 & neutral party, appointed a Frenchman, Mr. Saloniac, to act as
head of a prov!,ional government, Legally, the French msuthorities had
no right to supervise over the elections, for they were not a neutral
party; rather they bhad vital intereets the fate of which had to be
decided in those elections. They wanted to negotiate aXr a treaty
with the elected members, and thus they cared very much t0 see win
only thoee candidateSwho would be ready to comply with their wishes.

Gonsequently, when the elections started riote broke out in
the country, and great disturbances took place at the polling etations
in Damascus, Hama and Aloppo.l The activities of the Kutlah men
were strictly limited and some of the Kutlah candidates were actually
arrested on the charge of disturbing public order and loourlty.a

Meanwhile the mandatory was exerting a very strong pressure
on the Kutlah press, in particular, and on all nationaliet press, in
general, Such were the restrioctions om the prese that during the
period of the elections, there was only ome paper (al-Ittihad) in
all 8yria prepared to defend the case of the nationalists, The
editor of this paper was even arrested, for three days, during the
elections, and when he was released, the French threatened to exile
hiw should he make any further propaganda om behalf of the nattomlbt::.
1. Baid, op. oit., vol. 11T, pp. 5EE~-5a8.
%, imong the Kutlahecandidates wbo were arrested in Aleppo were : Saadal-

lah al-Jabiri, Jamil Ibrabim Pasha and Edmond Homai, See Kayali,op
ceit,, p. 141.

3. Kayall, op. oit., p. 124,
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The results of the elections, due to the overt pressure that
the #rench exercised over the voters resulted in that, out of the
89 seats of which parliament was made up, 51 were occupiled by the
candidstes that the mandatory Power supported, Only in Home, did
the Kutlah candidates win, and in Nabik, the Kutlah candidate wae
able to win by a very small margin, over the " moderate " candidate.
In all other reglons those =bo called themselves ®" moderates " were
&ble to succeed.’ These were the final results of the elections,
although they were repeated in Bama dnd Damascus, under the pressure
of the Kutlah.

then the Kutlah members knew the results of the elections,
they hesitated to joim parliaszent. Eut bere agaln the Kutlah party
took s decision which showed clearly 1ts willingnese to cooperate
with the French., Deepite its being greatly outnumbered by the
French-made deputies, the Xutlzab decided to join parliament with
the hope of thereby mitigating the evil that might eneue from such

a representative body.

The elected candidates wsere not, however, summoned imme-
diately after their election. The period between January 1933,
when the elections came to an end, and June of the same year, when
the Eouse was called up to its first meeting, was #pent in trying
to win over and organize the ranks of those members that supported
French policy. The Fremch councellor in Aleppo was able to organize

28 candidates in the form of a parliamentary group that called

1, For tbe objections to the illegality of the elections of 1831-3%
Bee Ihtd. PP 121-131.



{teelf Al-Bisb al-Burr al-Dustourt! with Subhi Baraket, once heafd

of the Syrian Federation until 19835. While the French councellor
in Damascus wae able to organize some of the deputies of southern
Syria into, what came to be known, as_gutlat al-Janoub® with Bakki
el-Azm, once governor of Damascus and a man known for French sympa-
thies as 1ts leader®, These groupe bad no definit programme %0
goarry out, and no organization to bind them together. They came
together for the eole purpose of opposing the actlons that the
Kutlah men may initiate in parliament, and to support those measures
initiasted by one of them at the inetigation of the High Commissionex
Furthermore these parliamentary groupScould be worked against each
other whenever the mandatory saw such a necessity as in the case

when the isesue of the Fresidency was brought up.

The candidates for the Presidency were originally three,
each of whom was supported by a section of the House. Hashim al-
Atassl stood for the Kutlah Party®; while Subhi Barakat stood for
the Dhstouri Party ; and Hakki al-Azm for the Xutlat al-Janoub.
The French suthorities thought that should either Subhl Earakat
or Hakki al-pzm be chosen for the pPresidency, the Kutlah members
of the Bouse would withdraw from parliawent and the country would

1. The Free Qonstitutional Party.
2. The Block of the South.
3, s.id. OP. Olto. vol. III.. PP 578 -~ 574.

4, After the death of Hananu, Hashim al-Atassil became the leader
of the Kutlah,



1,

2.
3.
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{immediately fall bagk into chaoe. On the other hand, should Hashim
al-Atasei ocoupy the seat of President of the Republlic, the French
interests would be directly jeopardiszed.

Bashim al-Atasei was, however, the weakest candidate for
the Presidency. He wae able to muater 17 votes only while Subhi
Barakat controlled around 28 and Hakki al-Azm around 24, None of
these persons could fully garantee tranguility, consequently, the
French named Muhammed al-Abed | who was persona grata for both the
negativist nationalists represented by the Kutlah, and the positi-
vists represented by Kutlat-al-Janoub and g;:ﬂjl;gggg_party.l
The positiviet group, however, did not agree to thie choice except
after making an understanding with the mandatory that Hakki al-Azm
would be chosen Prime uinlater.a Tc calm the negativists Eakki al-
Azm accepted to include im hie ministry two Kutld members to each
of whom he assigned two ministries, and there were only six minis-
tries in the Syria of that time. The portfolios were therefore

evenly divided among the negativists and positiviets,”

Thus was formed in Syria the First Syrian Republic with the
negativists sincerely cooperating with the authorities ; and for a

short time peace reigned over the country.

Middle East Journal, " Gonstitutional Devpt.of Syria " by Khadduri,k ,
PP, 144-458.

tbtd « Po 148,

The two nationalists who joined the cabinet of Hakki al-Azm, were
Jamil Mardam and Maghar Raslan, 3ee, Said, op. cit., Vol. III, pp.
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This situation was not to last for very long, The Kutlah
concented to join parliament for the purpose of negotiating a
treaty with France whioh would satisfy the national demands. But
when the treaty was proposed to parlia=ment by ur. de Martel, the
Bigh Qommiseioner, the Kutlah, realiszing that the treaty did not
satisfy any of the national demands, drew up a petition that was
read in the Bouse on April 18, 1633, by Jamil uarﬁnnl, vhereby the
KEutla members proclaimed their sithdrawal from parliament in pro-
teet agsinst the proposed treaty to which the Prime Minlstry had

affixed his signature:

The treaty which the Prench proposed and insisted that
Lebsnon be excluded from any future Syrian State, mmd proclaimed
that even Jebel Drusze and Latakia were to remain semi-independent,
This was diametrically opposed to the programme of the Kutlah which

insisted on the unity of natural Syria, as shall be seeén latot?

The Kutishaleo objected to the uncertainty with which the
treaty dealt with the abolition of the capitulatory regime ; 1t
showed its indignation to the maintenance of forces on Syrian
territory, and to the oreation of a department of the economic
resources amk in which France wae to ccoupy a positiom or prédo-

Illllllll.‘

e

1. Darwazab, op., e¢it., Vol. IT pp. 47-48.

2. For the manifesto proclaimed by the Xutlab announntng the
reasons why they withdrew., See Sald, op. oit., vol. III, pp.
676 - B76.

3+ For the text of the treaty of 1933, See Al-Ayyam, op. oit.,
pp. 173 - 177, ’

4. Middle Bast Jourmal, op. eit., p. 148.



ifter the vithdrawal of the Kutlab nationalisets from Par-
liament, parlieswentary life in 3yria was s0 completely disrupted
that the High Qommissioner had to issue an order suspending par-
liament eine die. The reins of governwent were place im the hande
of Sheikh Tajeddine al-Hasani who governed, without the cooperation
of the Kutlah, from 1933 until 1935. Thus ended the firet Syrian
Republie. The withdrawal of the Kutlah members, and the subsequent
suspension of parliamentary life im Syria, proved that, despite
the small number of deputies it might be able to send to the Houee,
the Kutlah mas really the moving force in the nation, and the sole
orgenization that could make ite influence felt under all oircums-
tancee. It also proved that the Xutlah had am national support that

outweighed any other organization in Syrie,

the period between 1933 and 1835, when the Kutlah was not
in power, 18 a most significant phase in the history of the Kutlah
and in the party-polities of Syria in general, The party had, during
that period, to carry out ite activitees outside parliament., These
activities coneidted mainly of consolideting the orgsnization of the

Kutlah through its affilieted orgesnigzations. The sotivities of the

lu:im aleo included the organization of strikes to show popular
discontent and to widen its popular support. One of the strikes,

the Kutlah orgenized, im 1§35, lasted for two monthe and led to the
regignation of 8heikh Taj's cabinet. Strikes, in fact, were the only
means whereby the population could show its discontent. Not that
petitions were not ueed, but that they were not given the proper
attention they deserved, by the suthorities, Furthermore, the
unorganized press, the inefficient propaganda agencies of the Kutlah



Party, and the limitations imposed om the freedom of both by law,

made strikes the most effective method of showing popular resentment.
The Kutlah' therefore, seized every occasion to stage a gtrike. 101834
a great strike took place in all Syria but epecially in Aleppo, in
commemoration of Hananu's death; and in 1934 Darascus went on strike
for two monthe in protest against tbe exile of some Kutlah leaders,

It would take Syria a very long time to rid itself from this method

of expressing popular sentiments,

The affiliated organizations of the Kutlab were numerous,

chief among which were that of Al-3babab Ml, and the group
organized by Fakbri Al-Baroudi.

The 3habab gl-#atan]l, was a"para-military orgu.n!.ntton",
1%t included all young men under the age of 21 and above the age of
16, These yougg men were trained in hardy sporte and equipped with
adequate preparation to join the national army. Branches of the
gl-3habab were established in every big city in Syria and included
a very great number of the Syrianm youth. They had regular parad®s
which were normally received by the populaséwith great enthusiasm,

pPoliticelly, the Al-Shabab organization was an auxiliary
of the Kutlah with whose belp it was able to rise into prominence
in the year 1938 andlssc'. The organization would have been much
stronger were it not for the constant opposition it received from
the '_Isbat al-Amal al-Kawmi, The differences between the two orga-
nizations were the result of personal disagreements as the doctrines

of the two organizations were almost identical?
2. Bourani, op. cit., p. 198
3. l'bi‘,p. 1”. op. .i‘u. 4. I'bli. P 198
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Altbough the Shabab organization was officially non=po-
litical and zlthough 1ts activites did not go beyond public parad¥s,
tte political influence should not Dbe underestimated,

The 3habsb organization was able to keep the national
epirit alive among the youth., It was aleo able to revive the
hopes of independence in the bearte of all the people, by glving
them the illusion that the youth of the country was strong, natio-
palistic and trained, These factors had a great effeot on the
psychology of the people, which made them look forward to the day
of liveration.

The other affiliated organization of the Kutlah Party was
the group headed by Fakhri al-Baroudi a member of the Kutlah,
This organizetion started z& a pressure groupl, with a eingle
professed aim; to save the country from the tyranny of forelgn
{nvestment. The campain was chiefly directed against the Electri-
city Company of Damiscus. Thie organigation was not, however,
deetined to a long life, Very soon after 1ts formation the French
authorities arrested Fakhri al-Baroudi and exiled bim, with a few

other Kutlab men.

shen Fakhri al-Baroudi came baok from his exlle he resumed
bie activities, inside and outside the Kutlah and formed in 1838 a
propaganda office for which he drew up a definit programme and
by - laws., But although the propaganda office of al-Baroudi,
proclaimed its political impartiality®, 1t can safely be asserted

1 For the definitlon of ¥ pressure group " see Hamilton, Jay,
uadison, The Federalist, (Washington, D.Q., 1937), p. B4.

2. Kaktab Fakbri al-Barowdi Liddia'yah wa-Nashr, * Nizam al-'Amal®
p. 18 (Damascus,1838), ' '
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that the office ncted as a propaganda bureau for the Xutlab party.
The propaganda office proclaimed the following as ite
dims 12
1- The propaganda that the office will make would include

the internal a8 well as the external fields.

9= The office shall try to unite all groupe im Syria.
3~ The office will holp all parties t0 get precise statistics
gathered from relisble sources,

4- The office will try to spread learning through establishing
#chools,

- The office alme at the settlement of the bedouins.
8- The office was established to oppose foreigm propaganda.
7= The office ie politically impartial.

But while the propaganda office of Fakbri al-Baroudi
proclaimed all these to be its aime, in actual fact, it wae not able
to achieve fully sny of them and this 12 due to two main reasons :
Firet, some of the alms that the office set itself to achieve were
too high for even a political party. BSecond, because the office
did not live long enough to be able to grow and oxpanl.a

X X X X

I. Ibid, PPe 11-13 .

2. We do not knmow exactly when the office stopped to funoti but 1t
is sure that 1t did not oonttnn- after 1938 when the Kutlah pro-
claimed the Niddl.



Petween the years 1933 and 1935 the Kutlah Party was able to
win tremendous popular support, It championed the nationalist cause,
and showed the people, by resigning from office in 1933, that it
placed the national good above all other, It also put all the other
politieal groups or parties of the country in an embarasing positionm,
demonstrating that they were pliant tools im the bhands of the mandatory

power,

In the midset of this popular support the Frenebh High Commis-
sioner called for general elections in November 1935. It was, thus,
natural that these eleotions should sweep into the Majlies a majority
of Kutlab candidates.

On December 21 parliament met, and elected Hashim al-Atasei,
leader of the Kutlah, President of the Republic, in the place of
Mubasmed al-Abed, Jamil Mardam, another eminemt Kutlah leader, formed
the nev oabinet wbich was made up exclusively of Kutlabhmen, like
Saadallah al-Jabiri, Sbhukri al-Kusatly and Abdul-Rabman al-Eayall ;
while Faris al-Khouri, a neutral but an ardent supporter of the natio-
nalist cause, became President of the Majlis,

On December 33°, the draft treaty with France was approved
and a delegation was immediately chosen t0 negotiate with the French
foreign office®., The delegation was made up exelusively of Eutlah

members.>

1. On the same day Soltan al-Atrash leader of the Druze Revolt who
was banned from Syria entered Damascus.

2. I:{ ;:; text of the treaty of 1938, see, Al-Ayyam, op. oit., pp.

3. The members of the delegation were : Bsshim al-Atassi, Faris al-Khourti,
Sasdellah al-Jabiri, Bdmond Homsi, Mustapba ml-Shihabi and Neim Ankdk i,
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The draft treaty of 1838 recognized the independence and umity
of Syrie. It also granted some conoession? to France, the most impor-
tant among which were : thet France would bave two airbases in Syria
apd all faoilitiez would by wesured to Fremgh forces in ocase of war ;
and that French officers would trai: the Syrian army, The treaty was

to continue fer 25 years.

Tbis treaty was considered by the Kutlab as a personal
vigtory, for 1t defined the powers of the Syrian Government and those
of the French Government in Syria ; in this way it put an end to chaoe

in Byrian politiesl ufcl. The Kutlah proclaimed, however, that the

treaty was only a firet l‘llp.a

In fact, the project of the 1838 treaty was the result of a
deep study that bad ripened through 16 years of experience. Experts
in all fileldes - army, finance, justice, administration - bave all
shared in ite drawing up, taking into coneideration the satisfaction
of both contracting parties, " The Franco-3yrian Treaty is a document

that brings homour to its negotlutors, French as wsell &8 ayrlau.s'

It i oclear, from the text of the draft treaty, thut the
Kutlah mas not an " extremist " party, as some historians have chosen
to call it, rather, it was realistic in 1ts attitude toward the
relaticns of Frence and Syria. The Kutlab kmew that to demand full

independencge in zll fields and to give France no concessions, was &

1. Maktad Fakbri al-Barcudi Lidia'yab wal-Nsehr " The Speech of Fakhri
al-Baroudi ¥, (Damascus, 1938) p. 8

3.‘1131‘. ’. .i
%, Office Naticmal Arabe, Syxie, 18928, passim,



~133-

fruitless policy that could lead only to further misunderstanding
with the French authorities, and may be, to further riots and blood-
shed, The Kutlab also realized, tbat to propose terme that would
garantee iraneh i{nterests in Syria, would be detrimental to the
popular lupport}:njoyod. Yet, it 41d not hesitate to propose such

termes, for they were the sole method to reuch an understanding.

This attitude showe that the Kutlah, despite the criticlsme
that were often levelled against it ,followed a wise policy based

on & very realistic study.

Yet, the efforts of the Kutlah were in vain, Desplite the
measures in the treaty that secured the interests of both parties,
France could not ratify the treaty owing to the oppesition of the

military and reactionary elements in the French Senate.

On February, é, 1939 when all efforte to reach an understan-
ding falled, and when the French autborities in Syrie continued to
exerclce n marked influence on legislation, and the appointerent of
offlicials, the Prime Minister of 8yria, tendered his reeignation
which was directly followed by that of Hasbim al-Atassi, the rreeil-
dent of the Republie. The French Eigh Uommiseioner, then, suspended
parlizment, and the life of the Second Republic came to an end,

The Kutlah declared i{ts opposition to French rule, and
announced ' ggg_,gzlgg.;,'}tho era of resistance and struggle.

b 3 X X

From this bistorial surveyef the Kutlah, it can be concluded

1. Interview with al-Agzma, Nabih, Beirut, Hovesmber 12, 1€5l.
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that throughout the period of the =andate, the kutlah Party was the
wost asctive political organization 1im all Syria, Although the prace
tical schievements of the Kutlah were limited, 1t would, however be
interesting to etudy what wae the theoratical basis that luy at 1its
foundations. In other worde, what was the Kutlab aiming at.

fhe Kutlah did not follow a clear programme, It growth did
pot take the natural course that political parties usually follow,
Ite original members, Ibrabir Hananu, Haebie cl-Atassil, Saadsl ilab
al-Jablri, Jemil Merdam, did not come together and decided to draw
up & constitution for a political party. Rather they found themselves
bound together by belonging to the same orgaenization during Feleal's
regime, and decided to run in the election for the Constitution Assem-
bly of 1928. Belng akinm in hopes and aspirations they became known

to the people a8 al-Kutlab sl-%ataniyyah, This name was to stickio
those people all through the period of the mandate.

Thus the Kutlah did not have a set soclal, political orx
economic policy, beyond ome single objective om wbich all the members
agreed namely, to achieve unity and independence. They differed
widely on other issues of major importance., 1In the economic fleld
some of the Kutlab leadere betrayed some soclalistic tendenciesl while
a great number of them were oppoeed to socialiem, In 1t they saw the
lose of their extensive property.

This problem was, however, denied eerious consideratiom, for

indeed 1t wa® s minor problem compared to the major problem of foreign
1, The writings of Thean Baha' Bddine al-Jabiri show am olwious socla-
listic tendency and a support of the labour cause.
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Tule,

The Kutlah, therefore, could hardly be considered a party
with an ideology. It was a party of"megativiem® and opposition. It

was bound together by three main factors mbich were closely related :-

1- Hate for French rule.

2~ Achievement of unity and independence.

3- Shaking in the government of the country, to keep away
from office all those who were ready to cooperate submisdively with
the French authorities,

Faced with this situation, the only reliable source, for

deternining the aims of the Kutlahwere :

1- The Qonstitution of 1928.1

2- The draft treaty of 1.9:56.3
These two documents depiot the political thinking of the Kutlab.
A third available source, 18 to be found in the épeechee delivered
by, and the writings of, the leading Kutlah wen, at different occa-
eione, But these speeches and writings have, in the greatest part,
been left in the private possdssion of some of 3yria's leading men.

W
ye
. ) )& \U These eources show the following general lines of polioy
w\i&b 1- That Syria sbou_i_dwl-:b an independent, sovereign state,

ﬂ) forming a separate ontur.a

1. D» Sunt-Poini, op, e¢it., pp. 183-308,
3. Al=Ayyam, Op. eit., pp. 181-300,
3. Const, of 1938, art. 1 and 2
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'%» That the form of Syrln'l governnent ehould be a parllaunn—
tary republic with Islan the religion of ite president.)

3= . That the 1libertiee of comscience, of the press, of asso-
stiblon should 811 be fvlly safeguarded

4= that all Syriane should be equal before the law with com-

plete disregard of, religious eenrclolon, rnnc or langungo.a

B%. That education should be open and obligatory to all mem-
pers of the population. That the educational system should be the

'!!!_252_2125_321_22!!3?70 and should aim at ot301;hon1a¢ the ties

of fraternity among the people, and developing a national nptrit.‘

g~ Legislation should uim at the development of natiomal
industries, and the period for foreign concessions ghould be strictly
l1imited,

7= Ln-o should garantee economic and social oqug;lty..

8- A strong natlenll army should be developed,

——— — i e

8- All fnvouxablo eoadltlono -honld be ereated to onaourago

the l!!g!!uﬂf_ihlﬁﬂjlill.!!ﬁ‘rll‘l.

10- The independence of every Arab state shall remain incom-

plete until all these etates are organized gpto.og!_pq;{gggrltato..

1. Qonst. of 1928 art, 3, The ideaX of s monarchy did not find headway
in Syria after 1920, See Saint-Point, op. olt., p. 188.

2. Const., of 1928 art. 7 to 18.

3, Gonset., of 1928 art. 6.
4. mto of 1928, Articles 18 to 33.
§, Maktad Fakbri al-Bargodi, " Nizam aldimal®, passim,

8. Ivid, pp. 11-13,
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These are some of the major aspects in the programme of the
Kutlabh, The most important among them comcern the unity and inde-
pendence of Syria, before the achievement of wmbisch, no other step
could be taken,

x x x

The following conclusions can be drawn,

That the Kutlah Party, as 1ts name connotes, was never &
party in the strict sense of the term, but an association of indi-
viduale bholding 2imilar views on a few major issues. These issues
included, as already mwentioned above, the demand for unity and
independence, their bate for the mandatory power and their opposition
to any attempt at prolonging the period of the mandate. They did
not discuss and agree on the other important issues that were bound
to arise ae 200m as independence is achieved., The cooperation among

the Kutlah members was, therefore, temporary. wjor objeoc~

e

tives of the Kutlah been achieved the whole organization would bave

fallen to pleces, because it would have lost 1ts ralson d'gtre, It
would bave been wuch wiser, bad the Kutlah drawn up a definit and
detalled programme that would insure it continuation under all cir-

cumestances,

In the second place, 1:0:30 most unfortunate, that through-
out 1ts history the Kutlah did/ enjoy a etrong leadership, despite
the vide national support that it received. |None of the numercus
leading men of the Kutlah was strong enough to win an unfailing
support from a cheering mass. Nome of them was strong enough to

awray the nation bebind bim and proclaim it 2 war against the forces
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of resetion and submiseivensssl, Thie lack of a strong leadershpp,
agcounts for many of the fallure of the Kutlah, Indeed leadershlp
pluye the wost important role in the life of modern political

putiu.9

How, then was the Kutlah able to remaln a stromg organi za-
tion throughout the period of the mandate, inspitea of 1te weak in-
ternal organization, lack of itdeological background, and abeence

of etrong leadership ?

There is only one anawer t0 this guestion. That the hate
for French interference in Syria, the rancourous hostility toward
the mandate, the eagernese to attain, unity and independence were
great unifying fagtore, The leaders of the Kutlah were ready to
forget, at least temporarily some of thelr personal fends, to
engage in 3 common struggle againet a common enemy. Thie atti tude

showe a certaln degree of political maturity worthy of sdwmiration.

But bate ¢annot conetitute a solld foundation for a
political party, umnless 1t be supported by organization and dis=~
elpline. The lsck of these last in the Kutlab Party provided another

reason for ite fallure.

If this sounde like discrediting the Kutlah completely,
the preceeding paragrapbs would not have served their purpose. for,
despite all these weaknesses, the contribution of the: Kutlah to
the Syrien pational movement as /whole, was more than that of any

other political organization, Thdrough the activities of its

I, Rasbiw al-itasel who wae eader of the ku
because of ble age and not becsuse he had the qualifications of a
“":f leader,

2. See ml. Op. elt, ’ m
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members, the nationallst spiritm mas able to survive, and wae even
strengthened, throughout the period of the wandate, in the face

of France's colonial policy. Not for a single moment, throughout
the period of the mandate, did the Syrians stop their activity for
the propagation of the Arab cause, and for keeping up the nationa-
1ist epirit which had developed, during, and after, the First world
War., For this achlevement, the Arab world, in general, and Syriap
in particular, would remain grateful, primarily, to the Kutlah

Fary.



Al-Jubbab gl-jataniyyeh sl-xuttabidah,’

#ith the disintegration of the reople's Party, the Kutlah
took over the task of representing the nationalist aspirations. The
Kutlah remained, roughly speakings the only organization that stood
for theee demands until 1925, when the most i=zportant step in the
history of the mandate had to be taken, namely, the drafting of a
treaty regulating the relations between Syria and Frence., This mo-
méntous event resulted in the creation, in 1835, of a political
* front " which went by the name of the United National Front.

Thie party included within its ranks all the discontented
individuals with the Kutlah's mild policy and those suspicious of
fte good intentions. They accused the Kutlah of following a policy
of collaboration with the mandatory power disregarding the national
good, weakening the spirit of reesidtance and thereby lengthening
the stay of the French in Syru.a The purpose of the party was to
2odify the policy of the Kutliah, in such a way a® to assure the
national good. 1Im the first article of 1t® cometitution it proclaimed
that the party wae formed to " face the present situation " in which
S8yria had to conclude a treaty with France. The front did not want
to allow the Eutlah a free hand In shaping the country's future,.
Viewed from the Front's angle, the Kutlah's pollicy was teo wild,
The front sdvocated drastic action and despieed half-solutions to

the nationalist problems. It was® not ready to bargain on the

1. The United National Front,
2. friting in 1830 s;&g lnl?ar said, "..., If :hll ie what resul ted
C) mean this pol
{E:-xuging.¥oito:od 2i!h the n:gh;to:y ;:'.cs °§h3:f§§:‘:§$:1:';:,
been o drastic fallure ", Al-Kabas, R°® 515, Dec. 7, 1830Q.
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national demande and refused to give concessions to the mandatory
power, for it considered what the Syrians demanded a right to be
granted in full.

The programme of the Front, however, as set in ite cons-
titution mirrored the generally accepted goals of all the Syriamn natio -
nalists with emphasie on some points more than others, aes shall be

In the preamble of the Front's constitution are enumerated
the reasons for the formation of the Front, and {its general aims,
It says, " The world events that cccurred in the year 1935, had a
remarkable effect on the Arab cause in general, and on Syria in par-
ticular, These events were the factors that went into the formation
of a United National Front supported by a unity of fdead und aims on

whose basis this programwme ha® been put ",

" It ie understood that the aim of every eincere person
is that the Arabs ehould form one independent nation with one flag.
This ie the ultimate purpose of this front and of every one who
belongs to it, As far as, the part of the Arab world occupied by
France, the front decided to follow a definit plan aiming at the
liveration of this area and the unification of all ite perts, as a
firet step towarde the achievement of 1te ultimate purpose..,."

" The Front realized that to follow the policy of steps
in Syria, is detrimental to ite cause and to that of the Aradb world.
Thie poliey will cause irreparable damage in both cases., The work
for liberation 18, however, the firet step toward a free, sovereign

and independent life."



® ..o These were the reasons for the formationm of thie Front
vhich promised to fulfll all 1ts programme,*®

* The Front does not pretend to B8 infaillible, and therefore
respecte the opinions of those who de not share with 1t Lts interpre-
tations, and finds it to be part of its duty to promote fraternity
and understanding amont all groups of eincere nationalite, and to
preserve the freedom of expression and belief, specially at this
time when the nation needs to discover the truth and dispel a1l
doubts to come to the best results., The Front does not recognize
that difference of interpretation, among groupe or individuals, is in-
compatible with unified action and the reigning of calm, provided

good intentions prvall....'l

The party's constitution provides the only official dogument
ehowing the general aims of the paerty, while 1ts attitude to specific
eituations i{e described in the occasional pamphletes that it oir-
culated,

Te\ﬁgg_ggnstitut;on ggﬁgggﬁggzil_kttontion ehall now be
turned, 1t includes the following artiocles :-

Art. I~ There was formed im Syria om the 28%h of Rajab, 1354 of

the Eejra, and the 33nd of November, 1835, 2 united front of na-

world and local affairs ; and for the purpose of stimulating
national activity. IRl

The Front 12 open %o all nationsliet individuals and groups,

1. Einbal si-jabbeh si-vateniyveh si-Nuttabidah (Damescus,i1088),p.3
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provided that they believe in the nationalist ideology, and lll at the

llborutton of the country from all forelgn lnfluolol.

The members of the party are elther active mesbers or supporters.

The aettve members are the participants is woney asd deed. The swpper-
ters are those who share wilh the Front 1ts bellefs, and who support

1t financially and morallyl.

Art, 2 = The Front proclaims the following to be 1ite aims ! - syria,
in ite natural boundaries, forme am indivisible part of the whole Arab

latlon. The Pfi!ff!.!l‘ of this Front, is to liberate Syria, as

———

dcrtncd above, and to abrogate all bonds imposed by the mandate, or

sny foreign influence, and to aseert for Syria am actual and real,

independence that would garantee its sovereignty and all of tse poli-
tical and constitutional rights and freedoms, a® a step toward the
achievement of the ultimate purpose which is, t0o form a part of an

Arabd union.

Art. 3 - There shall be no distinction, religious or otherwise,
among the oitisens of the State; all sbhall enjoy equal rights and

duties,,.
The Front them turns to the situation in Syria in 196§ and puts
down the following articles to show its polioy.

Axt. 4 - Al far as the French occupied portiom of Byria 1- eenocraod,

and na/-tlp tovards the achievement of Che Front's aims as defined

in article two, the Fromt will work for the unification of Syria, 1te
o= e . L

I e

1. This proviesion for ® supporting * mewbers ie found i® almost every
vonstitution of parties, becauscv there was a great number of people in
Syria who did not want %o ve in thn limelight of polities.



*

coest and interior, while avolding the dcccntralllct syltcn of go-

vomunt. The people of Lebanon, in the 1914 boundaries, shall be
gtvon the right to decide when they would wish to join Syrian unity.
This time will come whenever the circumstances become favourable and

when the idea for union with Syria ripens,

The Front zccepts to conoludo a trcaty of frtcnd-ntp with the

French Army, which would garnntoo the abolition of the mandntory

e e ——— e

regimn and rccognilo Syria'l tndcpondonoc, soveraignty and unlty,

I —_- A ———

lqy_h __the same rtgbtl that the lagest Anglo-Iraglan Tresty garantees

to Irag. Due attention should, however, be given to the dlatinctlonl

that exiet between Iraq and Syrln, which entitle Syria tc more favou-

rable terms, The truty #hall 1limit the time of ite duration, and

@hall garantee the restoration of all rights and freedoms suspended

due to the preeent eltuation., These rightes and freedoms include,

the economic, gonatltutlonnl and political rights, parlllnontary

1ife, and freedom of action in the Wakf, be it an illa-ac or a non-

—— ———

felamic wakf, the Qustoms and everything that has been put undor the
‘-_‘__‘—-_—_—-___———-—k

-‘ndninlstratton of the Qommon Interests, the the army, the Genmersl Securi ty

Office etc... The pollioy of stages shall not be followed as far as

the unity and soverelgnty of Syria, are concerned,

Art, 5 = It i8 not permiseible to carry out any action of a local
character of 1t is incompatible with the gemeral intereet of the
Arab couse which forms the foremost national purpose for all the
active individuales in this Fronmt,

Art, 8 = No one partioipati tivities of this national
—-—_—_—-_—k—..




~1%6=

in the above-mentioned principles, Even if such a government is

formed, no member of the party shall be sllowed to partake im it,
exoept after getting the approval of the Central Commi ttee of the
party., No mewber of the Front shall negotiate with any foreignm
authority on wmhatever relates to the French occupled territory of
Syria, unless he makes sure that sovereignty and unity, se mentioned

uxln article four of thie conetitution, are garanteed,

Art, 7 - Participation of the Front in parliamentary elections and
any other public affair ie decided in the method explained in the

previous article.,

Art, 8 = It 18 not permitted for any active member of the Front to
accept any political or administrative office, except after getting
the approval of the Central Committee of the Front, #

From thie part of the Front's gonstitution which showe {te
general line of policy, the following general remarke can be drawn ¢

Firet, the programme of action of the party is too general and vague
for an organized, modern, political party. The reason for this ina-
dequacy ie, obviocusly, to make the programme a flexible onme and in
thie way avold numerable criticiesms, Thus the programme provides on
the one hand for extreme nogativ{;:yund non-oooperation and, on the
other hand, envisages the possibj« of concluding a treaty based on

the Anglo-Iragi pattern,

Second, the moet outstanding feature of the whole programme is the
demand for Arab Umity, This point 1s 80 much stressed in the programme,
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that any other demand seems to be important only in so far as 1t would
lead to that unity or paves the way for it, TYet the party seems to
regard Arab Unity euch a remote hope that 1t does not bother to describe
the form thie unity should take or the lands it would inoclude. The
main reasen for thie lack of olsrity on this point may be due to the
fact that defining Arab Unity in detail might have caused a divieion

in the renke of the party, a thing that the Front wanted to evade at
any coet, As such the Front used the demand for Arab Unity a8 a slogan
and zn ideal. Like all ideals it was ehrouded in vaguenecas and uncer=
tainty.

Third, a8 far ae the immediate policy of the Fromt, it seemed to etress
the necessity of a treaty that would ond-tho mandate and grant Syria a
poeition not only similar but even superior to that of Irag. Implicitly,
the Front claimed that Syria was more advanced than Irag, om the other
hend the treaty between Iraq and Great Eritain hadbeen concluded in
1920 while that between Syria and France would be concluded in 1836 or
later., During tbis period coneiderable advance has been made in 8yria.
The ineistance of the Front on the nature of the future Franco-Syrian
Treaty is very significant, as ehall ve seen later ; it was indeed the
main factor that made the Front stand im direct opposition to the
Kutlah Party which wae negotiating the treaty with France.

when the draft treaty was approved by the Syrian parliament,
the United Hational Fromt stood in violent opposition and levelled
severe oriticisms to it. These griticisms were published in the form
of pamphlete and leaflets between the years 1836 and 1838, It would
be necessary to point out some of these criticisms, for they showed
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the general tendency of the Party and clarified its position in

relation to a number of ilsesues,

: te QOne of the main issues in the treaty was
that of unity, As far as this problem was congerned, the Fromt
pointed out that in the draft treaty unity was not secured. The
treaty, the Front said, did not garantee the return to Syria of the
four cazas (EBasbeyla, Rashayls, the Beka'a and Marjeioun) and of the
coastal strip, that forms an individidle part of Syria. On the other
hand, the Front remarked, no truewity bae been established among the
districts of Lataguieh, Javal ed-Druze, and Alexandretta, all of whieh
would continue to enjoy sdministrative and fiscal independencel, The
Front goes on to say, that such measures were not repreeentative of
the people's wishes and that they were taken on the Kutlah's own
initiative with complete direguard of the decisions of the nnttoi:l
congresses that emphasized the impossibility of negotiations until

the French garanteed the complete unity of syrta.'

Ibe Recognition of Independenge i=_  Great Eritain promised, by the

terme of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 1830, to help Irag enter the Leagwe
of Nations onm a particular dste. Whereas the Franco-S3yrian Treaty

eald that France shall prepare Syria to enter the League within a

1, See sixthcorrespondence attached to the treaty of 19838, Al-Ayyam,
op. eit., pp. 183 - 198.

3. 'l¥ll'l1-dlbhlh al-%ataniyyah al-Muttahidah' An Mashri al -
¥u'abadab al-Suriysh al-Faranciyah, (Damascus, 1838), pp. % - 3.
See also, letter from Zaki al-Khatib o the High Qommissioner,
Damascus, 18 - 11 - 1938.
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pericd of three years from the date of ratification of the treaty.
The Front, objected, that the pericd mentiomed is indefinit and
that it mey take too long, while it should not, for Iraq had been
a member of the League since 1933 and there 18 no reason to make

Syria walt any further before joining 18,1

Ihe Interpational Agreevents that France has oI that it may gonclude:

Ey article three of the new treaty, Syria ie bound by the obliga-
tions, agreements and contracts that the French Government hase
vound itself with, concerning Syria, or which were concluded on
bebalf of Syria. Tkle, of course, includes the Treaty of Ankara

which places Alexandretta and Antioch in constant dangcrg. The

inglo-Iraql Treaty does not include such provisions, and it was
1 Paq: | N Py

not concluded until Iragian unity, with kosul as an indivisible
part, was firmly established, although the minority problem 18

much more acute in Irag than it ie& in Syria.

Tho treaty also does not mention the other 1nte:nationsl

sgreements {mplied by the article, and thesc ought to bo nentionod

g0 that the significance of this artlolo may be made olnar.

This article also mentione, contrary to the Iraq treaty,
that Sxx Syrie sball respect every agreement thet has been made,

or that will be made, by the Frenoch Government, in the name of

Syria, until the tornlnatlon of the mandato, that ll until Syrla

joins the League of Nationms,

1. Ibid. pp. %-4.

2. See, letter sent from Zaki al-kbatib, General segretary of the
Front to the High gommissioner, Dana-oul, 16/11/1936.
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Aoce:dln; to this provision, the Front says, the treaty

Ntnon uhnon and France lhlll pind ayrh, and as such Syri.n

-ould lose the right to donnd tho rutontion of the s’rin toru-

— A —— 1

tortes tbat bave been ceded t_o uhmon « Just ae these putn ny

e lo-t by Syria to Lebanon, the Front thought, 50 would Alexandret-
ta be lost to Turkey. The Front also wondered why France ahould
include such a provision in the treaty of 1838 when the treaty 1t
proposed in 1932 and which was refueed by the Syrians sald that the
French Government would amend all tbe international agreements that
may be unsuitable to the new condition in Syria after the conclusion

of the treaty.®

Ibe Right of Defence :=  Article 5 of the treaty plus the military

snnex, impose grester bonds om Syriam sovereignty tham those imposed
on Irag by the treaty of 1830 despite the difference between the
dates of both treaties. Also, in the case of [rag there are some
reasone which wmarrant the existence of these bonds; for Irag ie on
the road to India which i@ of vital concern to Great Eritain, while
gyria does not enjoy the special position, as far as Frunce 1@
oonéomod, that Iraq enjoys vis-a~-vis Great Britainm. The situstion
in Egypt 1s silmilar to that of Iraq in thie respect, but there is
‘'m0 reason for all the military and air bases that France insists on

having in Byrh..’

1. For the text of the 1938 treaty between Lebanon and Syria, see
Al-Ayyam, op. cit., pp. 208 - %17,

2, Art. 3 of the refused treaty of 1933 between France & Syria.
See Al-Ayyam, op, cit., pp. 173 - 180.

3., Bayan al-Jabbhah al-wataniysh ' an Mashru'al-Mu'ahadah, p. 5.
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Tfurning to the military annex of the treaty the United
Sational Front observes a number of weak points and tries %o draw
the attention of the people as well as that of the Government, to
the necessity of reconeidering the treaty. It is intereating to
review briefly the criticisms of the Front to the military annex
for this shows the logic that the ¥Front followed in considering

national problems,

The Front pointe out that article 1 of the military annex
and correspondence number one which is attached to the treaty,
bpind Syria to take over the army present im Syria at that time and
undertake alone the responsibilities which may result from this
charge., (orrespondence number one garantees the acquired rights
of the officers of this army as part of the expenses and obligationse
‘mentioned im article one of the military amnex,

Now, the Front asks, are the resources of the country ade-
cuate to meet the expenses and obligations of this army whem it
includes volunteere with very bigh salaries ? The Front says mno,
and points out that there was no such condition in the Anglo-Iragi
Treaty.

Furthermore, the Eritish Military Mission in Irag, i a
purely consultative body, whereas no mention is made to the nature
of the Fremch ¥ilitary Mission provided for in the Pranco-Syrian
Treaty. Article seven of the military annex also, binds Syria with
the responsibility of garanteeing for the French forces such {mmu~
nities that are otviously barmful to the soversignty of the State.
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Article § of the military annex gives France the right to
construct two sir bases, just as Eritaln has been glven in Iraq.
put the difference between the two treaties i1s that while Iraq 1e
indispensible for the communications among the different parte of
the British Empire, Syria is not that essential for the communica-
tions of France with the exterior., And whereas the Iraq Treaty
charges Iraq with only one third of the.expenses of bullding and
equipping these air bases, Syria is charged with all the expenses

of construction and equipment.

The French (Government did not consult the Syrians on the
nurber of troupe they would keep on Syrian territory, whereas the
Anglo-Iraqi Treaty provides for such consultation between the Eritish

|
Government and the King of Iraq.

The French Governezent demands from Syria the price of the
military establishments that have been built during the periocd of
the mandete, These expenses, the Front says, muet be considered
like any other exrense txxamgk which the mandatory had to incur
during the application of the mamdate.

Syria shall pay, bty the terms of the military annex, all
the expenses of the French serial navigation destined to 8yria.
pbile the singlo-Iragi Treaty imposee on Iraq only one third of the

expenses for that same purpose.

The Front aleo wonders why eome important judielial, fiscal
military and educational problems have been postponed until the

conclusion of the treaty.

1. inglo-Tragi Treaty of 1930- Annex H°l.See al-Ayyam,op.oit,.,p. 348,
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From the text of the second correspondence attached to
the treaty, Syria ie not given the freedom to choose 1ts technical
sdvisors except from France., While the Iragl treaty with Great
Britain, grants Irag, at least theoratically, the right to choose
advisors from countries other thanm Great Britain, in case fit per-
sons are not available in Great Britain 1ta¢1£.1 In fact, the
whole problem of foreign technical advisors, judges, and governnent
officlals has not beemolved by the treaty in a way that would

decrease the expenses on these flelds,

In the third correspondence, the Syrian Government demands
from the Frenmch Government to represent it, according to {nternational
practice, in those countries where Syrlia 1is not directly represented.
shile 1t sbould have been made clear that Syrla shall bave the right
to choose freely, any country to preserve its interests abroad,
a8 1s the case in the Anglo-Iragl Treaty where this right has not
been rontrictuﬂ.‘

The problem of minorities, the Front objected, has been
tncluded in the treaty whem it should not; for thie problem i@
purely internal and should be subject to no discussion in the draf-
ting of an international contract. On the otber hand, no provisions
concerning this problem are present in the Anglo-Iragl Treaty.

1. Bayan al-Jabhah 'an Mashru' al-ku'akadab ... p.8.

2. The Front objected to this part of the treaty because it wanted
Syria to be given the right to eek an irab State to represent it
wvherever this was poesible.
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In the protocels % and § the contracting parties tried to
put the basis for the negotiations between Syria and Lebanon con-
cerning the formation of a common body t0 regulate their common
interests, The Front points out, that all these wmeasures, bhinder
trade and paralyese economic activity, and involve fabulous expenses
tbat would ruim the economy of Lebanon, of the Syrian territories
included in Lebvaron and of the Syrian interior. The only solution,
the Front proposes, 18 complete and all-embracing unity.

The seventh correspondence, imposes on the Syrian Govern-
rent the mainteinance of foreign educational, beslth and charity,
institutione, and of archeological missione according to the system
set down by the Frenoh in the text of the mandate., We do not find,
the Front says, any proviesion for the limitation of the sctivities
of these institutions or any garantee to secure the freedom of
national education from these bad influences. The text of the
correspondence makes 1t even impossible to unify the edugcational
system. The Front goes om t0 say, that ome of the main reasons
for the refusal of the 1933 treaty was the attempt to limit the
internsl sovereigaty of Syria.}
imposed on Irag by 1ts treaty with Great !ﬂuln.'

Besides, such measures are not

The elgih correspondence, attached to the treaty, gives
the French residents im Syria, acquired rights. This concession
would entail immense expensee due to the favourable terms granted
to the foreign Fremch companies in Syria. This correspondence

sleo states that these scquired rigbts could be subject to no

1, Baysn al-jabbabh'an kasshru' al-Mu'ahadah,.. p. 10.
2. IM‘, Pe 14.
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future change, unless, the contracting parties (Syria & France)
agree to tbe proposed change. The Front refuses to recognize
theese rights on the grounds of the expensee they involve, saying,

that the Traql treaty does not include such provisioms,}

The ninth correspondence bimds, unconditionally, the Syrian
curreney to the franmc, The Front objects to this measure because

{t causes 2 great deprecietion and fluctuation of the Syrian pound,

The Front also points out, that the fourth protocol deal-
ing with the judiciary, doe# not specify that the official language
in the Syrian courts is Arablic ; a thing which it ought to bave

made cloar.a

Because of the above-~mentioned criticisme the United
National FPront was not ready to accept the draft treaty of 1936
a8 s final arrangement, or even as a firet step towarde the satis-
faotion of the national demands,® The Front even attacked the
Eutlah Party itself on the grounds that it wae not trying to satis-
" fy the pationalist demande but to wim popularity at the expense

of the national benefit.4
X x b 4 x

The sttitude of the Front towarde the Kutlah passed into
tvo main stagee., The firet stage extends from November 1835 to

1. Ibid. p. 10,
2. Ibid, p. 12,
3, Bayan ila Sha'ab Suriyah al-Nabll. (Damascus, 1938), p. 1.
4. Ibid. p. 8,
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February 1938. During this periocd the Fromt tried to cooperate
rether tham to oppose the Kutlah Party. However, even during

that period, the Fromt did not refrain from eriticizing the ao~-
tions of the Kutlsh, but the purpoee of ite criticlem was intended
to help the Kutlah continue its negotlationms with France rather
than binder these negotiations. Thbe Front acknowledged the achie-
vements of the Kutlah during the decade that preceeded 18368 ; the
yront demanded the restoration of the comstitution of 1938 whioh
wa8 the outcome of the Kutlab's efforts, but which the Fromt, ne-
vertheless, oonsidered to be essential for the solution of all
probleme,? The Front also agreed with the Kutlah om the basis upom
which the negotiations with the mandatory power should be carried.
The Fromnt pointed out that it sas agreed with the Kutlah on all
essential lnau-c,s and 1t went 80 far as t0 publish some of the
pronouncements of tbe Kutlah and show the points of similiarity
existing between the Kutlsh and the Pront,* Briefly, the Fromt
during this period was more of a supporting than of an opposing

party to the Kutlah.

1. Baysn al-Jabbab al-Wataniyyah 1la al-Ummah al-'Arablyyab....
(Damascus, 1838), p. 8.

2 Ib’.‘o PP 33 - 33 .
3. Ibid, p. 14.
4, Ivid, pp. ® - 13,
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The second etage in the history of the Front extends from
February 1938 until the abolitionm of party-life in Syria in 1938,
During this period tbe Front showed relentless opposition to the
Kutlah pointing out ite mistakes and accusing it of disregarding
the nationalist aspirations, and agreeing to such measures that
would cause great damage to the unity, independence and sovereigaty
of the country., It pointed out that the treaty which the Kutlah
considered one of its political succesees, was really a crippled
docurent detrimental to Syria's future dcvoloyacntls and that the
Kutlah, in complete disregard of the programme it professed:to
follow, has turned out to be, in practice, ready to cooperate with
the French rather than stick to the nationalist demands,
gonsequently, the Front directed its criticiems to the treaty that

wére mentioned above.

The Front made dérect attack on the Kutlah by criticlzing
its method of negotiation. It accused tbe EKutlab of being too
hasty in estarting the negotiations with France,® accepting to
include in the Syrian unity the states of Latakiah and Jebel Drusze,

contrary to the aims of the Kutlah, proclaimed on the tenth of

January 1930.’ The Front wondered " what happened to the EKutlah

that it accepted to negotiate on such ba-ll."

1, See, Bayan al~Jabhab'an Mashru' al-du'abadah.,.
s.o also Bayan al-Jabbah 1la al-Ummah al-aArablyyab...
2, Bayan al-Jabhah ila al-Umsah al-Arabiyyah ... p. 18,

3. !'hld, P 14,
‘. !u‘. p! 1'!



the Front said that the Kutlah started the negotiations om
s very shaky basis, To prove its point the Front gives the following
information., In a letter of the French Eigh (ommissioner to the
Prime Minister of Syria, the High Gommiseloner alloved a Syrian
delegation, to go to France and present 1ts views %o the French
government in Paris,} The text of the letter shows that the
purpose of the delegation wa® mot to negotiate a treaty, but only

to prepare for the negotiation of a treaty.

Furthermore, the Kutlah agreed to acquiesce to the dewand
of the High Commissioner concerning the respect of the directive
texts that were supported by the League of Nationms., Thie, the
Front says, implies that the text of the mandate should not be
viclated; and that the different constitutions that were drawm up
for the different states of Syria sbould not be aboliehed; and
the system of Gommon [ntereste should be maintained.® These texts,
the FPront pointe out, would not omly make the unity of Syria im-
possible, but would also infrimge on the financial, economic and
political sovereignty of the country. The Kutlahdoes not even
put some reservations of its own to counteract those of the French

Gove mnt.‘

-

1. For the text of the letter of the High Commissioner, cee, Ibid,
PP. 2 -3, “

2. Ivid. p. 18.
3. Kalimat al-Jabhab al wataniyyah, passim,

4, Bayan al-Jabhab al-Wataniyyab 1la al-Ummah al-Arabiyyah, pp. 19-31,
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France may also conclude a similar treaty with Lebanon,
and then claim that a politieal union between Syria and Lebanon would
be incompatible with the international ebligations eof France, FHow,
asks the Frent, would it ever be possible for Syria to exist without
having an outlet to the sem j} or to agree to the division of its
coast from its interior when these two parts share national and econo-
mic interests, Leside their common history, and politieal uphuom} i

The internal organisation of the United National Front is
very simple, Special attention had beem given by the framers of its

by-laws that the party should be made as efficient as possible, without
going toe far in the violation of democratic principles,

The by.laws provided for a Central Committee made up of
twelve members, chosen by the active members of the party, This Central
Committee resided in the capital and determined the pelicy of the party
on all issues, These twelve members chose a General Secretary whe
reppesented the party on all formal occasions and whe eventually
became ite leader, They also choose - treasurer and an nmm'.
All pasty officials were unpaid,

The organization of the Front was highly centralized, It
plaged all powers in the hands of the twelve members of the Cemtral
Commitiee, Onece they were chosen, neither the rank and file of the

1, Ibidey pe 22,
—
2, Article 9 of the party’s constitution,
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partyy nor the committees of the branches could effect their removal,
The only check that had bu; placedon the Central Committee wask that
the duration of office, of the committee in question, was decided upen
by all the active members of the Front}, This was indeed a unique
practice for it demanded from all the members of the party to make
their decision on how long the elected Central Committee would stay
in offices A question usually fixed in the by.laws and not subject
to change at every slection, The difficulty of applying such a
measure would have become obvious had this measure been applied, but
it never was, Throughout the period of its existence no sufficient
pRessure was exercised on the Central Committee so as to force it

to resign.

The only reason for putting such a measure in the by.laws
wag that the formulators wanted to put up a show of responsibility of
the Central Committee to the rank and file and, at the same time,
ingure a long tenure of office.

Ne provision in the by.laws assigned any powers to the
committees of the branches, not to speak of the rank and file, te
initiate policy, The committees of the branches could carry out such
meagures that had a stricly loeal ehmcurg. In this way, the
Central Committee became the sole -M unchal lenged formulater of the

party’s policy.

1. The Constitution of the party article 9,
2, The Constitution of the party article 1l paragraph 1,
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The only time the rank and file of the party could give
suggestions to the Central Committee, was at the general party con.
gresses which were not convened’' unless there ardse an * gextreme
necessity ". The time when this " necessity " arcse had to be decided
by the Central co-ltm.l

Article 19 of the party’s by.laws provided for the methed
in which decisiens in the Central Committiee, and any other orgmn of
the party, should be taken, All decisions, it seid, should be taken
by an absolute majority of the mesbers ;resent, In cagse of a tie,
-then the vote of the General Secretary decides the issue, The guorum
of every meeting is reached when the absolute majority of the total
mesbership, attends, If this is not reached at the first meeting,
then the meeting is postponed a maximum period of 10 days, On the
second meeting the number of members who attend, whether forming a
sajority or a minobity, constitute a quorum,

All the above-mentioned measures have the common purpose of
agsuring centralization within the party, In fact centralization was
necessary in a country where public opinion was not prepared emough -
to give a sound Jjudgement on matiers concerning policy, Syria, at
that time, needed rapid action and people whor could meke quick deci.
sions, This could net be secured if the democratic principles were
to be fully observed,

The country needed leaders to decide and act rather than
meetings to discuse, ;‘t wag therefore necessary to invest the leaders

1, Constitution article 1l paragraphe 2,
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with wide powers. It might be said that better decisions and a heal.
thier policy would have been followed, had there been a higher degree
of public participation in the formulation of the party’s policy. Yet,
the evils of the age were se mumerous and the demands of the country
so obvious that any sincere person could, with little difficuliy,
discern the right path, to satisfy the national aspiratioms.

The finances of the United National Front, were regulated
by article 12 of its by-laws. This articler mentions the monthly dues
as the only source of the party’s income, Although no other source is
mentioned, it is safe to suppose that any contribution would have been
welcomed, It is interesting to note, however, thas article 1§ did not
conddder it the duty of every member to pay these dues, but only a
contribution made by every member out of his own will and volition.
This shows that, amctually, these dues were not intented for strict
recruitment, The same article also mentions that one tbird of the
dues collected by the branches shall be sent to the Central Committee
of the party - & meagsure which adds to the interrelation of the Central
Committee to the branches, These monthly dues formed an important
goupce of the party’s income, but were not, however, the only one,

The most outstanding characteristic of the United National
Front was in the regulations it set down for the acceptance, in the
pariy, of individuals and groups. Article 14 said that no member
would be accepted in the party except after the consent of the Central
Committee, snd after the consent of the administrative commi ttees in
the 4ifferent districts, This article went on te say, and here is the
sinrular practice, that any political party or grganisation that
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wished to merge inte the United National Front might do se after
winring the consent of the Central Commitiee, 7The Front therefore
had put more restrictions on the entrance of individuals in the party
than on the entrance of organizations which might include hundreds of
individusls, Uoreover, to face the possibility of a whele organisa.
tion merging iate the Frent, and to include pwewvisions in the consti.
tution for such an event, was, and etill is, a unique practice.

From this characteristic frature of the Feant, some interes.
ting generalisations might be drawn, First, that the politicel orge.
nizations of the day, were very similer in their political pwggrammes,
but that, despite their similiarity they wished to remain distinct
entities with = separate existence and personality.

Second, that political parties during the period of the
mandate were not made up of homogeneous groups, but that every party
had its internal dissensions and groups, For it is very difficult for
an outside group to lose its individuality completely whem it Joins
ano ther group,

Third, that the political parties were not representative
of a particular class or group interest, but managed, however ineffi.
ciently, to work for the interest of all classes at the same time,
This was only possible because the feeling of hate for the French
mandate had cut through all classes of society. To have that feeling
was enough to admit one inte any nationalist political organisation,

The United National Fromt felt that the basis, on which
party-dividions were drawn, was unsound, Consequently, it often
ealled for unifying all efforts, and forthe formation of one organiza.
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tiom that would take upon itself alome the defence of the national

interests. 1

The People’s Party, the Kutlah Party, and the United
National Front, were three typical political organizations that
appeared in Syria during the pericd of the mandate, All the other
minor political parties that were formed during this period followed,
basieally, the same pattern in their programmes and internal organiza.
tion,

S .

1. Party leaflet entitled, " D’awah ila Taw’hid al.Sufaf *,(undated,)



CHAPTER III

SONCLUSION

From this general survey, one definit comclusion can
be drawn : that despite their number and thelr unceasing activi-
ties, the political parties that appeared during the peried unde
consideration (1918-1939) made no material contribution to the

htstoxy of lyria, nnd aohieved none of the purposes for whiah

pollttoal parties are set up.%ﬂl It i® true that the country was

paseing through a period of crisis during Feisal'e regime, and

. that the mandatory power imposed serious restrictions on the

activity of parties during the period of the mandate. TYet, it is
also true, that political organization during both porloﬁn nurfc-

red from serious defects which might rightly be considered among
thn chlef causes of the down fall and cnd ot lotoal'- tt;tlc and

thn continuation of tho :ootrtattont imposed by the -ua!atory

power.
In this chapter the natnldorcato}ot the Syrian party
system during the periocd sball be enumerated, =n’ “rr - folution®

[ S
%3

o '."- - -
x X X

Indeed the basic defeot, in the Syriasn political life
as a whole, which bad a remarkable effect on the political parties,
was the lack of a politigally mature public opinion.

1. For the functions of Political parties see Wilson, op. ¢lt., p.332,



-158=

It may be difficult teo define political maturity, snd
public opinion,
still more difficult te define/ Some have even sald that %o

define * public opinion * 13 %o try to define the in‘otlnablcl.

But the lack of a clear definition of anytbing is no proof of ite
non-existence., A® often as none you unfailingly recognize 1t
shen you meet 193, It was easily recognizable in Syris during
the period under consideration, It made 1tself obvious in the

demands of the political leaders shich the people echored and

applauded, It was felt in the numerous manifestations which comn~
) 48 Vhe S ani RIS e
tinued slmost uninterruptedly between the two sorld wars. For

S

the people of Syria were Vvery responsive to political stimulil
and resdily snewered tbe call of political leaders. In faot,

gyria, contrary to what might be expected in a new democracy,

d1d not euffer from the apathy of the average voter except to a
very small degree. political asctivity had permeated all classes
of urban society, and keen interest in political affalre rapidly

developed. In other words, 1t wae not so much political cons-

clousnese which parties had to create among the masees, a8 1t

was bow to direct and gontrol that consclousness.

The political parties had to curb the sentiments of an
enthusiastic populace and help formulate sound and ratiomal
opinione, besed on defimit plane and conforming to & subtle
general poliey. griefly, the political parties bad to create

a_mature public epinion.

But inetead of leading, the political leaders were

themselves driven by the emotiomalism of the mob., Oonseguently,

1, Wilson, op. ©it., p. 843, o
2. Oom. .’l .“l. ’l m.

e ——————
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the efforts of both came to mought, BHone of the party leaders

Ve
had the fgﬂ to 8% u of mtlmu--. or to

attempt pursuade the yupl.o of tho tntutty of emotiomalism, when

even a nation-side revolt (1985-19“) bad already proved usecless,

Politieal maturity, however, would mot bave solved all

evils, for those evils bad a long bistory behind them and were

dcoply rooted in the minds and bearts df the majority of the

population, But bad there beem & politically mature publie opi-

nion the effects of those evils would have been sarkedly mitiga-
ted,

Ohief among those evils was the epirlt of provinclalisa

or sectionalism, Although the mandatory power profited a great
_r-__________,_.————" S

des)l from the exietence of this spirit, and tried, by a number

of measures, to insure its contimuation, yahwh

—

mandatory power, it did not ereate it., This epirit had existed

————

during the Ottoman regime whem allegiance to0 the distriet or
loeality cawe pext to the allegiance to the Sultan-galiph, Under
the Turks, the Druszes insisted upon what practically amounted to
self-governeent and immunity from military service, " They had
no sentiment of solidarity with other a;rino.'l ‘um the

1. KOII. 0’0—.1‘.' Pe 398.
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religious influence of Istawbul was weakened after the Revolution

of 1908-1809, this provineisl spirit acquired nmew vigour, remaining
_-——-——"—'__'_———' & —_— —

even when nationalism became the new moving force im Middle East

politics, Provinclalism stood as one of the main obetacles in

. — Scn el

the way of nationalism. I€ divided the allegiance of citizens

h‘tnu the State and the provinge.

The mandatory power found in this situation an effective

weapon to establish ite rule in the country., It tried therefore
to make each province an independent or a semi-independent state,

justifying 1te actione on the grounds that this was what the

people had got used yo_vd_y_i_n_g the periocd of Ottoman adeinietratiom,

It overlooked the fact that the Ottoman administration was bound
to follow these lines because of the extensivenees of the Empire's
territory, 28 it overlooked that such an administration was not
necessary in a emall state like Syria.

This situation bad 3 direct effect on the activity of
political parties, mwaking difficult for them t0 sequire a national

character. They had t0 restrict their aotivity to some province,

and sometimes to some olty. Political activity, therefore,

centered mainly around such cities as Aleppo, mmm.l Eows and

Hama,

Damasous wae more active politically tham Aleppo, this was due to
three reasons : -

1. Damascus ie situated at the cgenter of the Arab world while
Aleppo ie on ite fringes. 2. The inhablitants of Aleppe include a
great Turkish or Turkified group,while the population of Damascus
u.fmly Arab. 3,Aldppeans, on the whole, care more for commer-
eial prosperity than for political activity.
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A% an immediate result of this #ituation there grew in
Sylia & sohism botwtg! the urban and the rural districts. While

the cities became the center of political activity, the rural
areas were neglected. The political parties did mot try to
FrAAIs TS

establish braaohn- la tholo areas, hut ll-ltcd ‘their sotivities

to \lo otttop. The country grew Iaoonlcloul of 1ts national
character and gould no longer foel with the rest of the nation,

The mandatory power protttod troncndounly from this -1tuatiol

and mas able, by concentrating most of its propaganda snd influence

in the rural areas, to win a support to 1its measures which allowed
it to prolong its stay in Syria. In fact, _the support that the

candidates wanting to cooperate with the French rocotvod came

-

almost exclusively from rursl areas. The village felt that ite

interests were not defended and were even eacrificed for the

—— e ——

interest of the oity. Thie feeling would never have arisem had
the political parties had the foresight to make the rural areas
shere in their sctivity.

There wae 8till anotbher schism of a much more dangerous
character than the previous onee, A schism much more difficult

to abolish when it was most essential that it should disappear,
namely, the sobism between the rulers and the ruled. The people
lookcd with suspicion and dietrust on the govoxunoat; th.y dtd

lot feel that the government work it. They were

convinged that government worked for the interest of those who
govern and not for the interest of those who were governed. fhiu
feeling had existed during the Ottoman period whem $he representati
ve of the Sultan was a rutlo-- tax - oollootor whos used his office
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to insure for bimeelf a flnanolally ouly 1ife thon he got back

to his home town, This idea was lt:cngthanod during the period
of the mandate when the French authorities tried to put in the
leading posts those men who were most llkely to safeguard the
interests of France in the country; W%hat Kario Annodi says of
FPrange in this respect, is also applicable to 3yria, " 152_51595'
of the average deputy in the citllon'l mind did not emerge as

that of a publie ooivnnt, but of a medlocre person lntcroatod in

_a political career, ‘mindful of the affairs of those n nearest bim,
This lack of confidence

and not sbove the reach of corruption,.® ol

would have greatly decreased bad the political parties been
clearly divided and well-organmized. The people would have been

nblo to ohoolo those lhOl thoy oould trust and those whom

th.y could not, om a lound idoolq;;oal basis. But with the

vagutnoa- -hioh oxlltod in party lines, the shifting membershbip

among their ranke, the lack of clear programmes, and the personal

fends among the leaders, very few deputies in the Syrian represem

tative bodlese cocapod the suspect of the masses. No one, howevej

——
R ——

tried to chnngo thc attitude of the masses towards government.,
Altbough this attitude might bave been a useful one during the
period of the mandate, by making the task of govornnaut very

— NI

dlffleult for the mandatory power, the polittoal londorl did not

have the ineight to consider the difficulties with which a natiomal
government would be faced should 1t ever take office.

1. ¥arx, M., Foreign Governments, ( 4’&»}/‘0&, 949 s Pe 248,
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Added to all the above-mentioned dividing factors may
be mentioned the influence of nugioul fuutiotl-. This factor

is one of the most dangerous -urortmo which ew,ld befall a

Btate. Its influence, however, has often been exagerated during

the pcﬂog;oiéouldoratiu. It 18 true that religious heads
bad a great influence on the political development in Syria, but
the role religion pl;nd as a dl!}jil_‘ﬁ!lﬂtor in the Syrian body-
politic was limited, The epirit of nationaliem, fanned by the
necessity of unity againet a commom foreign dqog_,_go_.u;uu-
gated tbe influence of religious fanaticism. The undn;;;_p_o;u,
homcr, tried to revive this spirit, hoping thereby to win the
sympathy of part of the population when it proved impossible to
win that of all of it. * (The French) made the mistake of ignoring
the change produced by a new epoch im the outlook of the various

Syrian sects and religiome, hitherte rigidly divided ..... The

rise of Syrian uttom consciocusness ... was a fnt that the

—————

French noutluw sometimes oenbnod.'l

The reaction teo this policy was that the national poli-

tical leaders became increasingly aware or th evils of religious

— e e =

fmuetu. Consequently, tbe prograsme of every pouuul party

olurly mentioned that the party oouiurod all oltlnu equal in

rights and obligations, and that no distinotion would bo -ulo on

grounds of religiom. In this respect, tho pontlul puttu shared
in developing among the people an allegiance higher than that of

1. “n' °’. ‘ttl. ’. "1 - '“'
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religion, The continuous political unrest and demomstrations

mede the people aware of a cawe for wbich the effort ot nory

individual was an absolute uoonuy. Furtbhermore, 1% wae very

R

difficult to develop a nllglou nuuoun htnu m Byrian

o
Moslems and Qhristians, for nlt.loun fanaticiem does not find a

fertile ground except in those countries where the members of

at least two religious groups arxe equally or almoet equally divi-
ded, Only thenm would every group be afraid of falling under the
sway of the otber. In the case where different religious groups

are not evenly divided minofity groupe do mot expect %o nvn

;ov_o_rlu__n_t__o_ulutlnlg or largely in their hands, This wae the

——

case in Syria, OConfronted with am overvbelsming loslem majority

the Ohnﬂlm diad ut oontuputo the idea of becoming the sole

or even the main pontun foree ; rather, they saw in cooperation

with the majority, the best method for the achievement of the
nationsl good, The mandatory power realized this faot, and there-
fore did not tzy 12 & in Syria, as it tried in Lebsnon, %0 establish

an ntqoutu vetween Moazlems and Obristiane only, but mu nu

te extend that antagonisn to the different seots of the same

religion. It gave the Alaouites, sho formed a majority in the
distriet of Latikia, a semi-independent status and tried to win
them over to 1ts =ide againet the national movement,

ntum religious influence was not very great, 1t

was great enmough to cause serious concernm %o the ponuul puttn.
During Feisal's regime n‘ throughout the period of the -auu.
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religious heads wore able to ezert a marked influemee cver the

——

masses.l The duty of the political parties was thorefore to

weaken the influence of religion by reminding the people of the

R

seoular charsoter of modern nationalism,

Those were some of the evils from whbich the Syrian body-
politic gemerally suffered., The political parties, however,
suffered more seriously rrn&tornﬁrf“tog&]

@ Of these the lack of solidary within party-lines was the
first., On the whole, rembers of the political organization did not

ffeel an attachment to the party to which they belonged, and if

—

they eometimes did, it was only the result of a temporary wave
of enthusiasm. jocordingly, memiersbip in the political parties
wag not steady. This cbservation was speclally true of the parties

which sppeared durlng Felsal's regime. During the mandate, although
the mewbers of one party might join another party, the charge was

among nationalist organizations. Harely do we hear of a member of

& pationaliet orgenization quiting bie party to join a positiviss,
or * moderate ", orgamization.

Thie lack of solidarity explains why the parties 'h}ol
appeared during Felsal's regime did not continue during the mandate
_j:l'_io_d, and that the majority of parties which appeared ;\—g»tn_'m
mandate period bad a short epan of 1life. Those which survived

the mandate period bhad to introduce drastic modifications inte

1. Gee above Pe 60—6[.
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thelr progranmes whieh sade them seem like completely new parties
ratber tham the continuation of already exinting ones.

@ smong the cbief reasoms for the lack of solidarity aleo

wus the aveence of good internal organization in the Syrian pout_tnl

parties, There i@ nO record of s single well-orgunized party in

—

Byria during the period under consideration. Nome of the political

W rules of membership ; there ware no

provisions for dlvuln of power and the allogation of responsibility

————

within the party ; there sere mo rules providing for the aduinistra-

e ——

tion of party-organs.

vhen 1t came to practice sll rules were suepended %o
sesure the temporary increase of the party's support, nl u-bon
were recrulted Wﬁ, conseguently any figure glnl as

T

to the memberehip of eaeh political party was pnnly an approximate
. e —

S

No records were kept of the party's activities, and the

rank and file were rarely informed of the measures the party has

Saken or expects to take, Duu wéreé not regularly collected and the

sarty funde depended almost always upon the contributions of a bandful
of individuals,

Hone of the parties had a directly affiliated group or

organisation, gonsequently, the parties were weak and relied solely

on the persomal alleglance which every member felt tovards ome of

e
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thelr programses which made them seem like completely new parties
rather tham the contimuation of already existing ones.

CE;) Among the cbief reasoms for the lack of solidarity mleo
was the abeence of good internal organization in the Syrian pol{!}onl

partiee., There {s» no record of a single well-orgunized party in
e L

8yria during tbe period under consideration., HNone of the politieal
parties provided for strict rules of memberehip ; there ware no

provisione for divieion of power and the allocation of responaibility

within the party ; there were no rules providing for the administra-

tiom ﬁt party-crgans.

¥bhen it came to practice zll rules were suepended to

aesure the temporary increase of the party's support, All members
were recrulted without any test, comsequently any figure givem as

to the wembership of each political party wae purely an approximate

— - . re————. SRES—

one,

No records were kept of the party's activities, and the

rank and file were rarely informed of the measures the party has

Saken or expects to take., Dues were not regularly collected and the
party funde depended almost always upon the contribvutions of a bandful
of individualse,

None of the parties had a direetly affiliated group or

orgunigation, gonsequently, the parties were weak and relied solely

on the persomal alleglance which every wmember felt towards one of
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the party leaders. 7The parties bhad not yet realiszed the luportance
e =

of peaceful propaganda in influencing publiec opimion. ooalequ.ntly,
\mo propa'naiz\ugcaoy is hbeard of until the middle thtrttol. Poli- (E;i

e ————

tlc;l ¢lubs were neglgeted despite thelr necesslity rox tho edugation

of public opinion, As a result, the political parties conld net
" ke keep thelr members bound to the party.

A8 a result of the lack or organization ¢ litical
parties faced serious financial difficulties. HNome of the wealthier

people who preferred to etay out of the limelight of politics trusted

any political party emcugh to contribute to 1t what might insure for

1t an easier financlal life. Thus the main source of income of

Ll

political parties was from the contributions of party membere and

from party dues,

Non-politicul organiszsations such as trade-unions, asso-

clatione of workers, of 1andlogdl, of employees ete... the contribu=-

tione of which form the malm soures of income in all modern parties,

————————

-tronon-axlttent or were #till in a very rudlmentary stage during

tho period under consiieration,®

— I

Ee:k'lnzornal organirzation and (1imited income were two

feportant factors which contributed to the weakness of party life

in genersl, The most iwportant factor, however, shich coatributed
to that situation wae tho lack of a)clcar idoolo;y’ror the Syrian (:E§>
political partlaa. lonn of the parties bad a -,utc-‘f!o soheme of <E§S
.;;;;l. s litferature, a msnner of thinzing cbarscteristic of them,
I, 1n 1957 was fo a ce Toudl,

3, Por the beginanings of the Labour Movement in Syria see, " NHashrat
Mutosaleilah fil-Tktisad al-Ijtima'i, (Demsscus, 1938, )
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This 18 not to say that they had no specific aim, for all aimed
at independence and unity. But such aims were too limited and

could not {nsure the long onﬂmnttoa ©of the organizations

pm m:g them, ‘lnu uhl, however essential, ought not to
mo bnn nutdord ul timate goals, ase thoy utmly were, but

only means for the achievement of higher gom and further ideals,
“‘-\‘_‘__ T — == it
Dietant and mttnuuo zolln aro oﬂn uuntul for the anima-

tion of the masses, and for keeping them cohesive bodies,

A- a result of the lack of idoologlul parties thon ¥

was no ideological opposition among the different Syriasm parties,
lmh '8 an oppesition, however, ought to have been the essential, 1f
not the onmly, buu upon -uoh politlul parties mtdlrror.

Although there were no 1deological clahes among the Syrianm parties,
thére wae no unified or concerted action either. What was therefore
the basie upon which political parties differed ? lhu.t At were the
futon tbat divided the people, or the obstacles thgt_gggd__ in

the way of unified action ?

Tq answer this gquestion ie to determine one of the :
, A
greatest factors which made the Syrian political parties weak, () /

loose, and ineffective. Kembers of every party were bound to

their organization by a person to whom they Eld_yrtuly allegiance
This person was often the head of a family. David eays, " BEn
-————-'——-———————-—'-‘—-*—-_.___

——— ——

Syrie musulmane, comme dans la plupart des pays 4' Islam,1'opintion

publique n'est faite que Par les chefe des familles puissantes,
dont tous les efforts tendent & organiser 1a défense de leurs
intérdtes partiouliers, par les fonetionnaires ou par oceux qui
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aspirent & le do“nu'."1 * These great families still exercisce

almost unrestricted power in Syria and Mesopotania. In Egypt
zaghlul pasha's etruggle and that of the ruling class which be led

strove to break the power of this oligarchy; later, in 8yria,
General Sarrail made the first unsudcessful efforts in that direc-
tion,

Due to the al vidual felt to hie

family, thoi-c was formed in Syris & number of minor political groups

some times soting independently and sometimes cooperating -_g_g_ a

gr_cﬂg_'roup, without, however, _loclnc their identity. These
divisions were preesent within the major parties such as the Kutlab
and the Istiklal parties. It hae beenm noticed, for example, that
most of the political leaders of Syria had, at ome time oOr another,
belonged to gl-Fatal or al-18tiklal parties. (Jomsequently, all
the parties which were formed in 8yria were off-shoots from the

3
above-mentioned organisations.

Indeed these personal and family fendes were among the

ohief reasons for the desintegration of pelitical party 1life after

1930, They account also for the large nymber of unor‘ﬂ_}_i__ﬁu

‘parties which sppeared in Syria during the period of the mandate
~ & thing which sdded to the already existing confusion im Syrian
party-life.

1. David, op. oit., p. 4l. -

2. Kobm, op, cit., p. 286.

s, From an interview with the late Adll al-izma. Belrut, 10/3/83.




The lust for leadership snd fame did Syris a great deal
of barm gnd lay at the base of all the serious divieione which
gl ’ cw : )

ogourred in nationaliet lines,
B e e

Byria suffered from bhaving t00 many leaders whem 1%
needed only a few. The lmportance of leadership im a political
organization is an acknowledged fact. It ie indispensible to
secure unity, It was moet unfortunate that throughout the perioed
under consideration, there was not in Syris a eingle political
leader capable of winning the respect and allegiance of mineor
polittcai leaders and of doing away with the imaginary differences
which opportuniets tried to create among the different political

‘”w. .



BIBLIOGRAPEY

Books on politicsl parties im general :

SENEEREINSIIIZISI NG Az TWE TSI IS ISSIS

Abig, J.i., Tt

gorry, J.h., Wﬂ.
ord, ¢«

Finer, K.,

- LY v 10 ’ 9498,

Ramiltom, A,, Jay, J., Madlson, J., M
. ngton, D.0., 1937.

.' . '] -

lu!ﬂr. R.I.. Wc
n, B

¥aeoy, J., Wﬂ
v ' 4 ’ 818,

m‘. M, ’ —

Merriam, Ob.E., and Gosnell, K.E., Ihe ssexissn Pasty Systen.

New York, 1933,

Michels, R. |
R m Italian

by Bdem & Cedar Paul.
LOndon, 19185.

Ostrogorski, N,,

by Frederick Qlarke,
Londom, 1903,

wilsom, G.W., W
and New York, 1936.



~-lge~

$ooks on the Folitical History of Syria :

Pri¢c - sarfUoSzITTATRRRAST ST T SARINDST

Antonius ’ G. M

I.' .

De Gontaut-Elron, Comte K., '

arsy, .

&i&&t, 1948.

De Saint-Point, V.,

Fedden, R.,

General Andrés,
Haddad, 0.,

Eourani, A.,

Kohm, H.,

E

Lawrence, A.W.,
Offioe Haticnal Arsbe

Rebbath, E.,
Rabbath, E.,

M"m. 'o!o. =

W

Belrut, 1.9‘. 19%'. 1988-29,

on, -

DA .
W

erusalem, "



«170=

Foyal Institute of International Affaire,

i et

Al-Ayyam,
Al-Eusari, 8.,
Darvazabh, u.1.,

Kayalli, A.,

Kbabbaz, E.,

Kurd-ill, K.,

Lord, G.,

Mas'ad, B.,

Neouli, &,,

‘li‘. ‘. ']

shIhb&ﬂu. ‘ LN ]

Bonren s Fers, 1080,

- L]
mas cus, 8.

W

Damascus, 1948,

onm, 4
&EOP’O. EE’&S.

mm.ﬂh

k,l’t. 1928,

- '01- I.!IO
O\I. .

M. Vol.IIX
cus, .

gmjatd by Bazib al-

Nusyyad ale-Azm
mlll 0\- '] 1”‘0




«171~

Pamphlets ;. (in order of date)

« The SByrisn Qovensnt (Al-Mithak as-Suri) Mareh, 8, 1820. .

- Baysn sl-Gemeral Gouraud ila al-Shasb as-Suri, 1920

- " King-grane Report on the Near Eaet®, Editor gnd Publishex, Vol.S5S,
§°® 27, New York, December 2, 1923,

« Dustur E1sb el-8ba’'sb wa Nizamuhu al-Dakhili, Demascus, 1925,

~ 7 Eaflat Iftiteh Bisb al-Sha'ab, June 5, 1935, (including speeches
by Iheam al-Sharif, Faris sl-khouri, and Abdul-Rahesn Shabbandar. )

~ " La Syrie sux Syriens - Discours promoneé par Dorlot % la Chambre
des Députée le 30 Décembre,1925." Paris, 1826.

- The Syrian Constitutiom of 1830,

- " M al-Jabbah al-¥ataniyyabk sleMutabidah."®

e ® jlelaibab al-Islabiah * 1632,

- Three letters of Protest to De Martel from the Speaker of the
House, Subbi Barakat sl-kbalidi, Damascus, 1936.

« ® Da'wah ilaTasbid al-Sufuf *, Demsseus im.(r;.

-~ » Ealimst sl-Jabhsh al-pataniyyah sl-kutéabidah £1X al-Mawkif ale
Akbir®, Damascus, 1836.

-'{qu aleJabhah al-wataniyyah al-¥uttabidabh ®, Deasmscus, ¥areh, 6,
836.

« * Bayen sl-Jabbah al-fataniyysh ale-iuttabidab ila al-Ummab al-
Lnugnh al-karimsh *, Damascus,darch 12, 1976.

- * Tas7ibh gleZaim aleikber al-Doctor Abdul-Rahman Shabbandar .
November 6, 1836.

- " A Letter from Zaki al-khatib to the High Commissiomer *,Demasous,
November 18, 1836. -

« * fle-khulasab Libeysd sleJabhab al-Wataniyyah al-Muttahidahb.®,
Damasous, 1936,

- " Bayan aleJjabhabk al-Sataniyyab aleluttabidab 'sa Hashru ' al

¥u'abadab al-Suriyysh aleFarapdi;yah ", Damasous, November, 1,1828.

Li-Sa'adat Nakid aledu'baemin fi Disasbk ( a letter). 1886.

Ba ila Jomi' al-S8uri Rovember ©, 1938.

- abrakkri al-Biroudi Li~Diayab wal-Nashr,

- Sourst al-khitab allasi Alkabu Fakbri al-Baroudi.
- Nizam ﬂ-'uﬂ.

*Al-ku'abadsh ll-inﬂy(ah al-Faranciyyab, Hal Bakkakat Istiklal

Surly "? 1938-1837 (7).

AleRadi aleirabl -~ Al-kanoun aleAsasi wal-Rizam al-Dakbili.

Eukumsat al-Bukhari - Bayan sleShabab al-Batani, 1937,

. !kn" Fekkir Wa~'Ekum.* 1937,

; Aleta'ayu al-EKaswmi®,~ A leoture by Costantine Zuraik. December,

oE8.

La Question Arabe apres la Grande Guerre."
Ol’?‘! sur le Question Arabe et som évolutiom ",

Fida' 1la mm) Souri Nukhlis®,,.1938.

Kida' 1la al-8bha'sb."

s Bayan 1la al-Ummah ss-Suriyyab sl-Karimah®, BElcudan, August 8,

238.

* Bayen al-Saim Abdul-fabman Shabbandar *. Gatro, Degember 8,1938.

* Sayan ila Shasd Suriyys al-Nabil, December, 8, 1038.

;”llnn Hawl Iza'at Safir l’unqa-h Raddd al-sharke, ¥areh,19,
2.

U I B O D B B
I ERRE R



«l72=

- * 71 Sabil sl wabdab al-'Arablyah *,

- % Aleiiwa' 'srabi * e 1, 2, 3, 4.

~ * Fasharat Nutessleilah f1l-Tktisad al-Ijtime'{ * by Ihsam Baha'Ed-
Pine al-Jabiri E® 1, 3, 3, 4, 5. Damascus, 1938 - 1939.

tobel voiietioninee

Letter from Zaki Khatib, dated, February 4, 1982,
Letter from Shelkh Kamil al-Kassab, dated, December,1l,108l.
Letter from Wuhammed Izzat Darwazah, dated, Deceuber 34,1981,

Hablh al-Azma i
November, 13, 1951,

December, 8, 1961.
January, 24, 1952,

Adel al-izpmg,:

Decenber, 8, 1951
January, 24, 1983,

Sald Eaidar 5

April 30, le8%.
April 22, 1983,
Mareh 3’. ies2.

Al-Basbir, N° 3688, Mareh 10, 183l.
Al-EKabas, N° 515, December 7, 1930.

%I&Q'_En_m *Gons titutional Development
yria "o VoL wer S 1950,



