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GHASSAN ABU-SITTAH

This essay explores the challenges and opportunities that the Covid-19 pandemic
has afforded Israel as it broadens its settler-colonial objectives internally, in Gaza,
and elsewhere. In particular, it sheds light on the heightened militaristic and
economic approaches taken by Israel to further entrench its siege of Palestinians
in Gaza and to export increasingly advanced technologies of surveillance and
state control long deployed against the Palestinian people. This investigation thus
offers an opportunity to probe settler colonialism’s strategic opportunism in the
face of the historic pandemic.

The tradition of the oppressed teaches us that the “state of emergency”
in which we live is not the exception but the rule.

—Walter Benjamin

GLOBALLY, THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC has acted as a stressor that has delineated both power
structures and the gradients within them, at a national and supranational level. The study of
epidemics has always offered insight into “the underlying structures of social relationship within
and across group boundaries, including the mechanisms used to sustain complex social architectures
of inequality over time.”1 Like the bodies they afflict, these diseases are physical and symbolic artifacts
that are “both naturally and culturally produced, and securely anchored in a particular historical
moment.”2 Pandemics can therefore either function socially as events3 or alternatively as crises.4

When a pandemic constitutes an event, it is an incident that is “absolutely detached from, or
unrelated to, all the rules of the situation” and becomes a radical rupture.5 Whereas crisis is
experienced as “an intrinsic feature of the disease,” an epiphanic process through which “the reality of
the disease becom[es] truth.”6 The pandemic is therefore experienced as a revelatory incident during
which what “appeared in its truth”7 was not the plague as a bacteriological threat but, instead, as a
cultural and political disease.

Historians have explored the ways in which pandemics and quarantines have fostered,
challenged, or instituted economic and power relations on the ground.8 Roy MacLeod noted,
when studying the influenza pandemic in Africa at the turn of the twentieth century, that
“epidemics also created conditions favorable to the consolidation of imperial or government
rule.”9 The bubonic plague of 1901 in Cape Town, South Africa, resulted in the quarantine and
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forced eviction of most of the city’s African population to racially segregated quarantine camps. This
experience later became the harbinger of future evictions and a precursor to racial segregation in the
form of townships during apartheid.10

In this essay, I will use what we know about the nature of Israeli settler colonialism and its
siege of the Gaza Strip to reflect on how Israel has thus far dealt with the Covid-19 pandemic.
I will explore those aspects of settler colonialism that inform Israeli policies and the
challenges or opportunities that this pandemic affords the settler-colonial state to further its
objectives in Gaza, particularly the seemingly endless siege. By examining the siege of Gaza
and its utility to the settler-colonial project, the essay will highlight the dynamics of Israel’s
actions with regard to the pandemic and probe settler colonialism’s strategic versatility in the
face of such a historic challenge.

Titrating Life: The Siege of Gaza

On 15 August 2005, Israel began its withdrawal from the landmass of the Gaza Strip, which it had
occupied since the 1967 war. Over the course of thirty-eight years, it established some twenty-one
settlements across the coastal enclave and transferred approximately nine thousand settlers into its
territory. By the end of 2007, Israel had completely sealed Gaza’s borders,11 and it began what
Nurhan Abujidi called a “State of Urbicide that presents the extreme condition of the State of
Siege”12—a permanent state of invasion, destruction, and extreme strangulation in a landmass
designated as a “geography of dispossession” marked by the violent practices of enforced
displacement and expropriation.13

The siege of Gaza is best understood in terms of a chemical titration reaction wherein the
experiment’s two components are life and death. In chemical titration reactions, two reagents are
mixed until they produce a third reactant of a required acidity. The siege aims to condemn the
inhabitants of Gaza to “a kind of premature death, the death of a form of flourishing.”14 Sieges are
a form of low-intensity warfare based on persistent pressure.15 Gaza’s small size, population
density, and time elapsed under the blockade are all weaponized to produce a baseline of spatial
violence16 onto which different policies can be added to properly titrate people’s existence in Gaza
between life and death. But even this baseline varies. Siege is a dynamic process that shifts in
severity and practice monthly and daily.17 By adjusting the depth of the so-called buffer zone that
runs along the internal perimeter of Gaza, and varying Gaza’s maritime boundary, the spatial
violence of the siege can be ratcheted up.18 Both buffer zone and maritime border have the added
value of restricting access to farmland and fishing grounds,19 giving this fine-tuning mechanism a
nutritional and economic dimension.

In addition to these spatial or territorial strategies,20 nutrition has also been weaponized as a
constituent of the titration reaction. From 2006–10, Israel severely curbed imports of foodstuffs
yet claimed to restrict only goods “not vital for the survival of the civilian population.”21 Released
in October 2010, the “Red Lines” document revealed how the Israeli government conducted
surveys to calculate a “minimal subsistence basket” for Gaza—a basket of consumer products just
shy of producing malnutrition.22 From that minimum, it inferred the maximum number of food
trucks to be allowed through the blockade every day.23 The result is that about two-thirds of the
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people living in Gaza are food insecure today.24 As Dov Weisglass, a senior advisor to the Israeli
cabinet said in 2006, they are “on a diet” but will not “die of hunger.”25

The same policy applies to other basic needs of the Palestinians in Gaza like electricity, fuel, water,
and cement. Power and fuel shortages in turn cripple critical infrastructure, including emergency
medical services, garbage collection, and sewage and water treatment. Over time, the technical
apparatus employed to channel the circulation of such indispensable supplies has undergone
significant upgrades. Then vice prime minister Haim Ramon coined the term “infrastructural
oxygen” to describe his new doctrine of cutting off Gaza’s electricity, fuel, and water supply.26 In the
aftermath of the 2014 war, the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism, a data-driven logistical framework
regulating the inflow of construction materials, was set up.27 Nothing escapes the burette of this
titration reaction. In 2017, only 54 percent of patients from Gaza received a permit in time for their
hospital appointment,28 while in January 2020, some 2 percent of Gaza patient applicants who were
denied an Israeli permit to get treatment in Jerusalem, the West Bank, or Israeli hospitals had
appointments for cancer care.29 Israel’s continuous use of drone strikes allows it to continually top
up the titration solution with the necessary level of violence.30

Yet, unlike a carefully executed chemical reaction, this biopolitical experiment still has
irregularities that require cyclical resetting. Every few years, the system is reset by what Israeli
military leaders call “mowing the lawn.”31 Repeated air raids and incursions, in addition to the
three wars waged on Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip since 2007, are an integral part of the
siege system rather than an abdication of its logic. Lori Allen has warned that acute increases in
the concentration of violence over a short period of time have the “paradoxical effect of calling
attention to only certain forms and levels of violence in Gaza, while obfuscating and normalizing
the ‘everyday’ violence of Israel’s military occupation.”32 By focusing world attention on Gaza for
that limited period of time, Israel historically and spatially decontextualizes33 the violence and
creates the impression that it represents a departure from the nonviolent norm. These actions are
representative of a form of “scalar politics” that have been a key dynamic of the conflict from the
beginning.34

The destruction of Gaza’s infrastructural networks (water treatment plants and electricity
generators) during these attacks is an added component of this titration that aims at regulating
the siege. Infrastructure is weaponized because of the ways it connects, binds, and enables life.35

Its destruction ensures that Ramon’s “infrastructural oxygen” doctrine would be better titrated
during the siege. Leading up to the 2014 war on Gaza, the deterioration of water infrastructure
resulted in households receiving only six to eight hours of running water at one time, with
25 percent having access on a daily basis, 40 percent every other day, 20 percent every three days,
and the remaining 15 percent only one day out of four.36 Attacks during the war tipped Gaza’s
water system and waste treatment services into total collapse leaving raw sewage spewing into
streets.37

The Virus, the Settler, and the Native

In a prophetic note written in 2010, the historian David Lloyd observed that since a key part of
any colonialism is memory and narration, it becomes the major challenge for the settler colonialist
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who is plagued by the insecurity of a never-quite-legitimate possession.38 During the pandemic, this
insecurity has manifested itself as a near-compulsion by the Israelis to repeatedly (and thus far
falsely) announce that they are on the cusp of discovering a vaccine to Covid-19. As early as
28 February 2020, Israel announced that it was weeks away from developing a vaccine that would
“provide a needed response to the grave global COVID-19 threat.”39 When the promised vaccine
failed to materialize by 18 March, the Israel Institute for Biological Research (IIBR) stated that its
scientists “expected to announce in the coming days that they have completed development of a
vaccine.”40 Among IIBR’s previous inventions was the poison injected into the Hamas leader
Khaled Mashal in Jordan in 1997 by two Mossad agents, and the one used by a Mossad hit team
to assassinate Hamas operative Mahmoud al-Mabhouh in Dubai in 2010.41

IIBR then announced on 2 April that it had tested a Covid-19 vaccine prototype on rodents at its
biochemical defense laboratory.42 By 20 April, still with no vaccine, scientists at Tel Aviv University
announced that they were “two-thirds of the way into developing a vaccine” for Covid-19.43 Israeli
settlers’ obsession with discovering the vaccine has exposed how, in the ironic words of Albert
Memmi, the Tunisian anticolonial writer-turned-Zionist, “his disquiet and resulting thirst for
justification require the usurper to extol himself to the skies and to drive the usurped below the
ground at the same time.”44

During the pandemic, Palestinian health professionals inside the Green Line were to receive a
substantial surprise. Constituting some 17 percent of the Israeli state’s physicians, 24 percent of its
nurses, and 48 percent of its pharmacists, these Palestinian medical personnel found themselves
overnight acclaimed as “essential foot soldiers and field commanders in the country’s struggle
against the virus.”45 By virtue of the pandemic, they went from being the victims of a “malicious
shell-game of holding formal citizenship (ezrahut) while being denied the right to nationality
(le’om), which is reserved for Jews only and which grants the most substantial rights,”46 to being
feted by the Israeli establishment.47 In the words of journalist Gideon Levy, “Suddenly there are
Arabs on the front page of the Yedioth Ahronoth daily—and they’re not terrorists.”48 Noting that
the fight to save lives would be “fatally compromised” without so-called Arab professionals, a
policy brief by the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS), a Tel Aviv University think tank
led by former military officers, urged the government to create a “positive basis” for the “full
integration of Arabs” into Israeli society and for “an end to exclusionary and racist discourse and
statements that call into question Arab loyalty.”49 As Patrick Wolfe notes, settler colonialism’s
strategies of elimination may change from genocide and ethnic cleansing to brute exclusion and
controlled inclusion, but when necessary, assimilation can reflect the ideological requirements of
settler-colonial societies, which “characteristically cite native advancement to establish their
egalitarian credentials.”50 In the “Israeli war on coronavirus,” the native Palestinian health-care
providers become soldiers who “rush to the front.”51 Unlike Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank, these health professionals are portrayed by the Israeli press as three-dimensional
personalities who have names and whose children have names, and one of whom even had a
birthday that she missed, “without a hug from her parents,” because of work in the hospital.52 The
Majadlas, a Palestinian family of five physicians who were celebrated by the Israeli newspaper
Haaretz for “battling to save lives, Jewish and Arab” during the pandemic, became a household
name.53 The Israeli press’s calls for an end to generic “discrimination” become a tactic to maintain
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settler authorities’ suppressing of Palestinian specificity into the so-called post-racist era,
depoliticizing their otherness by rendering it a technical problem for civic administration.54

Needless to say, this newfound adoration for its Palestinian health professionals did not extend to
the rest of the community in Israel, for which the state refused to provide any testing, and whose
protests it met with the usual brutality.55

From the beginning, Israel’s reading of the challenges posed by the pandemic was tainted by
its “idolatry of force,” which “normalizes aggressive militarism.”56 On the home front, an
administrative order allowed its internal security agency, Shin Bet, to track Israelis through
their phones,57 as it routinely does with Palestinians,58 to ensure their compliance with social
distancing measures. On 16 March, the Knesset intelligence committee approved the use of a
hitherto secret national database codenamed “The Tool” and compiled by the Shin Bet since
2002. The database contains the names, addresses, and phone numbers of every Israeli citizen;
it also records every phone call made, as well as the recipient of these calls. It uses geolocation
to track where one travels within the country and maintains records of all online activity,
including internet searches.59 While many Israelis were surprised to find out Shin Bet had
been collecting their cellphone data since 2002, liberal Zionists were offended at being
subjected to the same software as Palestinians. Tehilla Shwartz Altshuler of the Israel
Democracy Institute argued, “This is not war or an intifada. It’s a civilian event and should be
treated like one.”60

Underscoring the state’s militarized approach to the pandemic, Israel went to great lengths to
advertise how procurement of medical goods and equipment was assigned to its intelligence
agency, the Mossad,61 rather than to health departments. In an interview broadcast by Channel
12, the head of the Mossad’s technology department described to a grateful nation how its covert
teams had secured masks, testing kits, and ventilators.62 In what can only be described as a
celebratory piece, the New York Times’s Ronen Bergman quoted an Israeli health official boasting,
“It is only in Israel that the Sheba hospital could have enlisted the help of the Mossad. . . . Can
you imagine Mount Sinai Hospital going to the C.I.A. for help?”63 Hundreds of Israeli soldiers
were sent on patrol to enforce the lockdown of Israeli citizens64 while for the first time the Border
Police, whose main mission is to enforce occupation on West Bank Palestinians and prevent them
from entering Israel as illegal workers, was used to enforce the blockade on the ultra-Orthodox
(Haredi) city of Bnei Brak.65

Israel’s verbose publicizing of its cybersecurity software was not only for political consumption.
The pandemic has opened up such software, tried and tested on the Palestinians, to potential uses in
the realm of biosecurity and public health population management.66 Tal Dilian, a former Israeli
intelligence officer and now a cochief executive officer of Intellexa, a cyber-surveillance firm that
works with intelligence agencies in Southeast Asia and Europe, believes Covid-19 tracking will be
just the beginning. Once the pandemic ends, he hopes countries that invested in his mass
surveillance tools will adapt them for espionage and security uses.67 Many other Israeli companies
are also rebranding their data-tracking tools as biosecurity tools critical to pandemic response,
including cellphone location information and facial recognition software.68 In April, the Israeli
company Cellebrite was busy marketing the same capability to help authorities learn whether a
person infected with the coronavirus had transmitted it to others. In an email pitch, the Delhi
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Police Force were promised that “when someone tests positive,” authorities can siphon up the
patient’s location data and contacts, making it easy to “quarantine the right people.”69

In the field of population management, an artificial intelligence triage platform, developed by
Israel’s Diagnostic Robotics—a security company that was adapted to tackle the current pandemic—
produces risk assessment and predictive models giving public health officials continuous monitoring
of the patterns by which the virus spreads.70 Unable to contain his excitement, New York Times
journalist David Halbfinger exalted the Israeli Defense Ministry’s research and development arm
“best known for pioneering cutting-edge ways to kill people and blow things up” for its latest
“lifesaving” mission, as it “spearhead[s] a sprawling, high-speed effort to unleash some of the
country’s most advanced technologies against an enemy of another kind: Covid-19.”71

The Virus and the Siege

On 9 March 1918, Marcel Proust described the effect that living through World War I was
having on him: “Just as people used to live in God, so I live in the war.”72 Palestinians in
Gaza, in turn, live in the siege. In the words of Levy, “In Israel, where the coronavirus has
turned everything upside down, only one thing remains as it was, cruel and hermetic: the
Gaza blockade. The entire world has changed except for the biggest prison of all.”73 To
predict Israel’s actions in the Gaza Strip during this pandemic, we must solve a riddle: what
happens during times of “normalized exception”74 in a “space of exception” that already lives
in a permanent “state of exception”?75 And how can the Israeli state turn a pandemic, which
the World Health Organization director called an “enemy of humanity,” into being only an
enemy of the Palestinians?76

When trying to predict Israel’s policies during the pandemic, it is easier to start with what it
does not want. On 5 April 2020, a war game held at the INSS simulated a large-scale outbreak of
the coronavirus in the Gaza Strip that resulted in hundreds of fatalities. It concluded that the
greatest risk, to be prevented at all costs, was that infection would “spill over” into Israel’s
“own territory.”77 Short of that, Israel will attempt to weaponize the pandemic and use it as
another reactant to be added in its titration reaction of life and death in Gaza—or, as the
INSS put it, “The corona crisis may prove to be an opportunity for Israel.”78 According to the
Palestinian Ministry of Health, Israel insisted that the first testing kits allowed into Gaza were
to be used to test Gaza’s sewage outflow. Since then, Israel has severely restricted the delivery
of testing kits into Gaza to the point that testing had to be suspended on several occasions.79

It has prevented international agencies from donating ventilators80 (Gaza currently has sixty-
five) and has obstructed the importation of personal protective equipment by the Ministry of
Health in Gaza.81 By employing draconian quarantine measures to compensate for the lack of
testing capacity, the authorities in Gaza have so far been able to control the pandemic. They
established twenty-eight quarantine centers in hotels and schools and a thousand quarantine
units in Rafah, in the south, and Bayt Hanun, in the north of Gaza.82 The decision to place all
Palestinians returning to Gaza into isolation in these centers for a month proved to be the
most effective way to prevent the spread of the disease. As one Palestinian official said, “From
the beginning we knew that in case of an outbreak, the medical system would collapse, so the
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method of immediate isolation for everyone who entered the Gaza Strip was the best.”83 By mid-
July, over 6,500 people had been quarantined,84 and as a result of these stringent quarantine
measures, the total number of reported cases in Gaza totaled seventy-two, with all identified
cases being returnees from outside Gaza, including the only fatality (a seventy-five-year-old
woman suffering from chronic conditions).85

But this lockdown came at a high price. According to HelpAge International, a
nongovernmental oganization working in Gaza, 73 people died due to lack of health care
during the pandemic lockdown, 850 oxygen gas cylinders had to be redistributed to Covid-19
patients from people who need them for other health conditions, and 1,200 patients were
unable to access life-saving medical care. The European Hospital effectively closed its doors to
all but Covid-19 patients, and 3,500 patients who depended on it for health care had to seek
treatment elsewhere.86 The severe lockdown has also precipitated an economic downturn in
an already crippled economy.87

* * * *
As early as 25 February 2020, the renowned philosopher Giorgio Agamben published a piece

titled “Lo stato d’eccezione provocato da un’emergenza immotivata” (The state of exception
provoked by an unmotivated emergency) in Il Manifesto in which he criticized the measures Italy
had started implementing to stop the spread of the virus.88 He warned against accepting measures
that severely restrict freedom in the name of security, arguing that the coronavirus response
demonstrated a “tendency to use the state of exception as a normal governing paradigm.”89 It was
almost as if, he said, “once terrorism was exhausted as a justification for exceptional measures, the
invention of an epidemic could offer the ideal pretext for broadening such measures beyond any
limitation.”90 Agamben reiterated these ideas in two other texts that appeared on the website of
the Italian publishing house Quodlibet in mid-March.91 Evidently, Agamben has been proven
wrong in stating that Covid-19 was “invented,” or that it is hardly different from the normal flu.
Whereas patients suffering from flu die in around 0.1 percent of the cases, the mortality rate for
Covid-19 is much higher, with recent estimates ranging from 1 to 4 percent.92 Yet even those who
disagreed with Agamben’s analysis from the start acknowledge that by the end of this crisis the
surveillance powers of governments will have increased tenfold.93 Security—the freedom from fear
or risk—always suggests an absolute demand. As Foucault reminds us, it has no principle of
limitation.94

It is obvious that Agamben’s dystopian permanent state of exception, in which digital control
and biosurveillance are normalized, closely resembles the regime inflicted on the Palestinians.
Israel’s embrace of the opportunities offered by such a crisis results from its ability to furnish that
world with the technologies and strategies it needs to flourish. In Gaza, what has been revealed
during the pandemic is not the plague as a viral threat but, instead, the cultural and political
disease of settler colonialism.

Acknowledgments

This research was funded through UK Research and Innovation as part of the Global Challenges
Research Fund: Research for Health in Conflict in the Middle East and North Africa (R4HC-MENA) project,
grant number ES/P010962/1.

The Virus, the Settler, and the Siege: Gaza in the Age of Corona

Summer 2020 || 71



About the Author

Ghassan Abu-Sittah is codirector of the Conflict Medicine Program, Global Health Institute, American
University of Beirut.

ENDNOTES

1 Merrill Singer, “Pathogens Gone Wild? Medical Anthropology and the ‘Swine Flu’ Pandemic,”Medical
Anthropology 28, no. 3 (2009): p. 199.

2 Nancy Scheper-Hughes and Margaret M. Lock, “The Mindful Body: A Prolegomenon to Future Work
in Medical Anthropology,” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 1, no. 1 (1987): p. 7.

3 Alain Badiou, Being and Event (London: Continuum, 2007).

4 Michel Foucault, Psychiatric Power: Lectures at the College de France, 1973–1974 (Basingstoke, UK:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2006).

5 Alain Badiou, Ethics: An Essay on the Understanding of Evil (London: Verso, 2002), p. 68.

6 Foucault, Psychiatric Power, p. 243.

7 Foucault, Psychiatric Power, p. 243.

8 Alison Bashford, ed.,Quarantine: Local and Global Histories (London: PalgraveMacmillan, 2016); John
Chircop and Francisco J. Martinez, eds., Mediterranean Quarantines, 1750–1914: Space, Identity and
Power (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2018).

9 Roy MacLeod and Milton Lewis, eds., Disease, Medicine and Empire: Perspectives on Western Medicine
and the Experience of European Expansion (London: Routledge, 1988).

10 Alexandre I. R. White, “The Art of Medicine: Historical Linkages; Epidemic Threat, Economic Risk, and
Xenophobia,” The Lancet 395 (April 2020): pp. 1250–51.

11 Rebecca Stead, “Remembering Israel’s ‘Disengagement’ from Gaza,”Middle East Monitor, 15 August
2019, https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190815-remembering-israels-disengagement-from-
gaza/.

12 Nurhan Abujidi, “The Palestinian States of Exception and Agamben,” Contemporary Arab Affairs 2,
no. 2 (April 2009): pp. 272–91.

13 Joseph Pugliese, “Technologies of Extraterritorialisation, Statist Visuality and Irregular Migrants and
Refugees,” Griffith Law Review 22, no. 3 (2019): pp. 571–97.

14 Martha C. Nussbaum, “Human Capabilities, Female Human Beings,” in Nussbaum and Jonathan
Glover, eds., Women, Culture, and Development: A Study of Human Capabilities (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1995), p. 81.

15 Yves Winter, “The Siege of Gaza: Spatial Violence, Humanitarian Strategies, and the Biopolitics of
Punishment,” Constellations 23, no. 2 (June 2016): pp. 308–19.

16 Winter, “The Siege of Gaza,” p. 309.

17 Ron J. Smith, “Graduated Incarceration: The Israeli Occupation in Subaltern Geopolitical Perspective,”
Geoforum 42, no. 3 (June 2011): pp. 316–28.

18 Francesco Sebregondi, “The Zone in Reverse: Logistical Power and the Gaza Blockade,” Architecture
of Logistics 23 (Autumn–Winter 2018): pp. 37–522.

19 Maureen C. Murphy, “Israel Shot at Gaza Fishers 347 Times in 2019,” Electronic Intifada, 10 January
2020, https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/maureen-clare-murphy/israel-shot-gaza-fishers-347-times-
2019.

20 Robert D. Sack, Human Territoriality: Its Theory and History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1986).

21 Conal Urquhart, “Gaza on Brink of Implosion as Aid Cut-Off Starts to Bite,” The Guardian, 15 April
2006, http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2006/apr/16/israel.

The Virus, the Settler, and the Siege: Gaza in the Age of Corona

72 || Journal of Palestine Studies

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190815-remembering-israels-disengagement-from-gaza/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190815-remembering-israels-disengagement-from-gaza/
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/maureen-clare-murphy/israel-shot-gaza-fishers-347-times-2019
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/maureen-clare-murphy/israel-shot-gaza-fishers-347-times-2019
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2006/apr/16/israel


22 See Gisha’s unoffial translation of the Israeli Ministry of Defense, Coordination of Government
Activities in the Territories’s Order no. 605, “Procedure for Monitoring and Assessing Inventories
in the Gaza Strip,” within “Re: Administrative Petition 2744/09 Gisha v. Ministry of Defense—
Transfer of Documents Requested in the Petition,” 13 October 2010,https://www.gisha.org/
UserFiles/File/HiddenMessages/DefenseMinistryDocumentsRevealedFOIAPetition.pdf.

23 Amira Hass, “2,279 Calories per Person: How Israel Made Sure Gaza Didn’t Starve,” Haaretz,
17 October 2012, https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-israel-s-gaza-quota-2-279-calories-a-
day-1.5193157.

24 “Monthly Humanitarian Bulletin,” United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, Occupied Palestinian Territory, May 2018, https://ochaopt.org.

25 Urquhart, “Gaza on Brink of Implosion.”

26 Gideon Levy, “This Is How the Moderates Look,” Haaretz, 8 September 2007, https://www.haaretz.
com/1.4972850.

27 Francesco Sebregondi, “The Smart City of Gaza,” Volume 49 (September 2016): pp. 81–84.

28 SeeWorld Health Organization (WHO),Monthly Report: May 2020; Health Access Barriers for Patients in
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 23 June 2020, http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/palestine/
documents/WHO_June_2020_Monthly_Report.pdf?ua=1.

29 Days of Palestine, “WHO:Quarter of Patients Denied Israeli Permit to GetMedical Care Outside Gaza
Were for Cancer,” Crimes against Humanity, 2 March 2020, https://daysofpalestine.com/post/
13789/WHO-Quarter-of-patients-denied-Israeli-permit-to-get-medical-care-outside-Gaza-were-for-
cancer.

30 David Blair, “Israeli Drone Commander: ‘The Life and Death Decisions I Took in Gaza,’” The Telegraph,
19 November 2014, https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/israel/11234240/
Israeli-drone-commander-The-life-and-death-decisions-I-took-in-Gaza.html.

31 Christa C. Bryant, “Israelis Ponder Alternatives to ‘Mowing the Lawn’ in Gaza,” Christian Science
Monitor, 20 November 2012, https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2012/1120/Israelis-
ponder-alternatives-to-mowing-the-lawn-in-Gaza.

32 Lori Allen, “Getting by the Occupation: How Violence Became Normal during the Second Palestinian
Intifada,” Cultural Anthropology 23, no. 3 (August 2008): pp. 453–87.

33 Lori Allen, “The Scales of Occupation: ‘Operation Cast Lead’ and the Targeting of the Gaza Strip,”
Critique of Anthropology 32, no. 3 (2012): pp. 261–84.

34 Erik Swyngedouw, “Technonatural Revolutions: The Scalar Politics of Franco’s Hydrosocial
Dream for Spain, 1939–1975,” Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 32, no. 1
( January 2007): pp. 9–28.

35 Stephen Graham, “Switching Cities Off,” City 9, no. 2 (2005): pp. 169–94.

36 Ala Qandil, “Gaza Faces Imminent Water Crisis,” Al Jazeera, 17 July 2014, https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/middleeast/2014/07/gaza-faces-imminent-water-crisis-201471755035576420.html.

37 Amira Haas and Ido Efrati, “Gaza’s Water System Collapsing Due to IDF Strikes, Says Red Cross,”
Haaretz, 15 July 2014, http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-east/.premium-1.605332.

38 David Lloyd and Laura Pulido, “In the Long Shadow of the Settler: On Israeli and U.S. Colonialisms,”
American Quarterly 62, no. 4 (December 2010): pp. 795–809.

39 MikeMoffitt, “Israel Says COVID-19 Vaccine Is OnlyWeeks Away,” SFGATE, 28 February 2020, https://
www.sfgate.com/science/article/COVID-19-coronavirus-vaccine-Israel-15093659.php.

40 Ido Efrati and Chaim Levinson, “Israeli Research Center to Announce It Developed Coronavirus
Vaccine, Sources Say,” 18 March 2020, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-
coronavirus-vaccine-israel-biological-research-institute-develope-1.8665074.

41 Yossi Melman, “What Goes on behind the Walls of Israel’s Institute for Biological Research?” Haaretz,
11 May 2011, https://www.haaretz.com/1.5011051.

The Virus, the Settler, and the Siege: Gaza in the Age of Corona

Summer 2020 || 73

https://www.gisha.org/UserFiles/File/HiddenMessages/DefenseMinistryDocumentsRevealedFOIAPetition.pdf
https://www.gisha.org/UserFiles/File/HiddenMessages/DefenseMinistryDocumentsRevealedFOIAPetition.pdf
https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-israel-s-gaza-quota-2-279-calories-a-day-1.5193157
https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-israel-s-gaza-quota-2-279-calories-a-day-1.5193157
https://ochaopt.org
https://www.haaretz.com/1.4972850
https://www.haaretz.com/1.4972850
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/palestine/documents/WHO<?show [CSF char=
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/palestine/documents/WHO<?show [CSF char=
https://daysofpalestine.com/post/13789/WHO-Quarter-of-patients-denied-Israeli-permit-to-get-medical-care-outside-Gaza-were-for-cancer
https://daysofpalestine.com/post/13789/WHO-Quarter-of-patients-denied-Israeli-permit-to-get-medical-care-outside-Gaza-were-for-cancer
https://daysofpalestine.com/post/13789/WHO-Quarter-of-patients-denied-Israeli-permit-to-get-medical-care-outside-Gaza-were-for-cancer
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/israel/11234240/Israeli-drone-commander-The-life-and-death-decisions-I-took-in-Gaza.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/israel/11234240/Israeli-drone-commander-The-life-and-death-decisions-I-took-in-Gaza.html
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2012/1120/Israelis-ponder-alternatives-to-mowing-the-lawn-in-Gaza
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2012/1120/Israelis-ponder-alternatives-to-mowing-the-lawn-in-Gaza
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/gaza-faces-imminent-water-crisis-201471755035576420.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/gaza-faces-imminent-water-crisis-201471755035576420.html
http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-east/.premium-1.605332
https://www.sfgate.com/science/article/COVID-19-coronavirus-vaccine-Israel-15093659.php
https://www.sfgate.com/science/article/COVID-19-coronavirus-vaccine-Israel-15093659.php
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-coronavirus-vaccine-israel-biological-research-institute-develope-1.8665074
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-coronavirus-vaccine-israel-biological-research-institute-develope-1.8665074
https://www.haaretz.com/1.5011051


42 Aaron Reich, “Novel Coronavirus Vaccine Being Tested on Rodents in Israel,” Jerusalem Post, 2 April
2020, https://www.jpost.com/health-science/israeli-researchers-made-significant-progress-in-
coronavirus-vaccine-623133.

43 The Week, “COVID-19 Vaccine Two-third Ready, Claims Israeli Scientist,” 20 April 2020, https://www.
theweek.in/news/health/2020/04/20/COVID-19-vaccine-two-third-ready-claims-Israeli-scientist.html.

44 Albert Memmi, The Colonizer and the Colonized (Boston: Beacon Press, 1967), p. 53.

45 Joshua Mitnick, “In Israeli War on Coronavirus, Arab Doctors Rush to the Front,” Christian Science
Monitor, 16 April 2020, https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2020/0416/In-Israeli-war-
on-coronavirus-Arab-doctors-rush-to-the-front.

46 David Lloyd, “Settler Colonialism and the State of Exception: The Example of Palestine/Israel,” Settler
Colonial Studies 2, no. 1 (2012): pp. 59–80.

47 Gideon Levy, “Israel after Coronavirus: One Crisis, One State—and That Includes the Palestinians,”
Haaretz, 6 May 2020, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-after-coronavirus-one-
crisis-one-state-including-the-palestinians-1.8819039.

48 Levy, “Israel after Coronavirus.”

49 Ephraim Lavie et al., “Israel’s Arab Society and the Coronavirus Challenge,” INSS Insight no. 1288,
31 March 2020, https://www.inss.org.il/publication/coronavirus-and-the-israeli-arabs/.

50 Patrick Wolfe, Settler Colonialism and the Transformation of Anthropology: The Politics and Poetics of an
Ethnographic Event (London: Cassell, 1999), pp. 387–409.

51 Mitnick, “In Israeli War on Coronavirus, Arab Doctors Rush to the Front.”

52 Mitnick, “In Israeli War on Coronavirus, Arab Doctors Rush to the Front.”

53 Dina Kraft, “Meet the Majadlas: An Arab Family of Doctors on Israel’s Coronavirus Front Lines,”
Haaretz, 21 April 2020, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-an-arab-family-of-doctors-
on-israel-s-coronavirus-front-lines-1.8786492.

54 Patrick Wolfe, “Recuperating Binarism: A Heretical Introduction,” Settler Colonial Studies 3, nos. 3–4
(2013): pp. 257–79.

55 Nihaya Daoud, “The Reluctance to Test Israeli Arabs for COVID-19 Is a Ticking Time-Bomb,” Haaretz,
31 March 2020, https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-israel-pays-a-price-for-ignoring-the-
arab-community-in-its-coronavirus-response-1.8729117.

56 Paul Gaston Aaron, “The Idolatry of Force (Part II): Militarism in Israel’s Garrison State,” JPS 48, no. 2
(Winter 2019): p. 58.

57 Jonathan Lis, “Netanyahu Mulls End to Shin Bet Tracking of Coronavirus Patients, Official Says,”
Haaretz, 30 April 2020, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-netanyahu-mulls-end-to-
shin-bet-tracking-of-coronavirus-patients-official-says-1.8809596.

58 Gedaliah Afterman and Maya Shabi, “What Asian States Can Teach Israel about Coronavirus
Surveillance Tech,” Haaretz, 13 April 2020, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-what-
asian-states-can-teach-israel-about-coronavirus-surveillance-tech-1.8761539.

59 Richard Silverstein, “Israel Is Militarizing and Monetizing the COVID-19 Pandemic,” Jacobin, 16 April
2020, https://jacobinmag.com/2020/4/israel-military-surveillance-coronavirus-covid-netanyahu.

60 David M. Halbfinger, Isabel Kershner, and Ronen Bergman, “To Track Coronavirus, Israel Moves to
Tap Secret Trove of Cellphone Data,” New York Times, 16 March 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/
2020/03/16/world/middleeast/israel-coronavirus-cellphone-tracking.html.

61 Ronen Bergman, “Israel’s Not-So-Secret Weapon in Coronavirus Fight: The Spies of Mossad,” New
York Times, 12 April 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/12/world/middleeast/coronavirus-
israel-mossad.html.

62 Michael Bachner, “Mossad Officer Describes Covert Global Battle to Obtain Ventilators at All Costs,”
Times of Israel, 1 April 2020, https://www.timesofisrael.com/mossad-officer-describes-covert-global-
battle-to-obtain-ventilators-at-all-costs/.

The Virus, the Settler, and the Siege: Gaza in the Age of Corona

74 || Journal of Palestine Studies

https://www.jpost.com/health-science/israeli-researchers-made-significant-progress-in-coronavirus-vaccine-623133
https://www.jpost.com/health-science/israeli-researchers-made-significant-progress-in-coronavirus-vaccine-623133
https://www.theweek.in/news/health/2020/04/20/COVID-19-vaccine-two-third-ready-claims-Israeli-scientist.html
https://www.theweek.in/news/health/2020/04/20/COVID-19-vaccine-two-third-ready-claims-Israeli-scientist.html
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2020/0416/In-Israeli-war-on-coronavirus-Arab-doctors-rush-to-the-front
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2020/0416/In-Israeli-war-on-coronavirus-Arab-doctors-rush-to-the-front
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-after-coronavirus-one-crisis-one-state-including-the-palestinians-1.8819039
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-after-coronavirus-one-crisis-one-state-including-the-palestinians-1.8819039
https://www.inss.org.il/publication/coronavirus-and-the-israeli-arabs/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-an-arab-family-of-doctors-on-israel-s-coronavirus-front-lines-1.8786492
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-an-arab-family-of-doctors-on-israel-s-coronavirus-front-lines-1.8786492
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-israel-pays-a-price-for-ignoring-the-arab-community-in-its-coronavirus-response-1.8729117
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-israel-pays-a-price-for-ignoring-the-arab-community-in-its-coronavirus-response-1.8729117
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-netanyahu-mulls-end-to-shin-bet-tracking-of-coronavirus-patients-official-says-1.8809596
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-netanyahu-mulls-end-to-shin-bet-tracking-of-coronavirus-patients-official-says-1.8809596
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-what-asian-states-can-teach-israel-about-coronavirus-surveillance-tech-1.8761539
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-what-asian-states-can-teach-israel-about-coronavirus-surveillance-tech-1.8761539
https://jacobinmag.com/2020/4/israel-military-surveillance-coronavirus-covid-netanyahu
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/16/world/middleeast/israel-coronavirus-cellphone-tracking.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/16/world/middleeast/israel-coronavirus-cellphone-tracking.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/12/world/middleeast/coronavirus-israel-mossad.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/12/world/middleeast/coronavirus-israel-mossad.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/mossad-officer-describes-covert-global-battle-to-obtain-ventilators-at-all-costs/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/mossad-officer-describes-covert-global-battle-to-obtain-ventilators-at-all-costs/


63 Bergman, “Israel’s Not-So-Secret Weapon.”

64 Refaella Goichman, “Israel Is the Only Democracy Using Its Security Services to Track Coronavirus
Victims,” Haaretz, 26 March 2020, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-is-the-
only-democracy-using-its-security-services-to-track-virus-victims-1.8712554.

65 “IDF Unit Preparing to Enforce Bnei Brak Closure, 4,500 Elderly Bnei Brak Residents to Be Evacuated
to Hotels,” Yeshiva World News, 2 April 2020, https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/headlines-
breaking-stories/1846253/idf-unit-preparing-to-enforce-bnei-brak-closure-4500-elderly-bnei-brak-
residents-to-be-evacuated-to-hotels.html.

66 Sean Lawson, “Coronavirus Lessons for National Cybersecurity. It’s the Boring Stuff, Stupid,” Forbes,
28 April 2020, https://www.forbes.com/sites/seanlawson/2020/04/28/coronavirus-lessons-for-
national-cybersecurity-its-the-boring-stuff-stupid/#b9d927d45426.

67 Joel Schectman, Christopher Bing, and Jack Stubbs, “Special Report: Cyber-Intel Firms Pitch
Governments on Spy Tools to Trace Coronavirus,” Reuters, 28 April 2020, https://www.
reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-spy-specialreport/special-report-cyber-intel-firms-
pitch-governments-on-spy-tools-to-trace-coronavirus-idUSKCN22A2G1.

68 Joseph Marks, “The Cybersecurity 202: Privacy Experts Fear a Boom in Coronavirus Surveillance,”
Washington Post, 14 April 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-
cybersecurity-202/2020/04/14/the-cybersecurity-202-privacy-experts-fear-a-boom-in-coronavirus-
surveillance/5e94901988e0fa101a7615be/.

69 Intellexa’s Tal Dilian said his company’s platformwould cost between $9 and $16million for countries
with large populations. Start-Up Nation Central, an Israeli nongovernmental organization, has
compiled a directory of some 150 Israeli technology companies trying to cash in on the pandemic.
Hamagen, Hebrew for “the shield,” is an app launched in March by the Israeli Health Ministry that
uses geolocation technology to inform users about any points of contact with known Covid-19
cases. The Defense Ministry has meanwhile offered support to an Israeli start-up called Vocalis
Health, which is developing an app capable of diagnosing Covid-19 based on the sound of
someone’s voice. AnyVision, a surveillance and facial recognition company that scans faces at
military checkpoints claims that its computer-vision and deep-learning technology can pick out an
infected person on a watch list in a crowded stadium. At Sheba Medical Center, AnyVision’s system
was connected into a network of about six hundred surveillance cameras in public areas, setting
off alarms when someone entered a department without wearing a mask or letting management
instantly determine who else needs to be quarantined when a hospital worker tests positive.

70 Wendy Singer, “Israeli Innovators Harness Artificial Intelligence Technologies to Curb the Global
COVID-19 Pandemic,” Forbes, 13 April 2020, https://www.forbes.com/sites/startupnationcentral/
2020/04/13/israeli-startups-artificial-intelligence-covid19-coronavirus/#3d4e71564567.

71 David M. Halbfinger, “Israeli Army’s Idea Lab Aims at a New Target: Saving Lives,” New York Times,
7 May 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/world/middleeast/coronavirus-israel.html.

72 Gian Balsamo, Proust and His Banker: In Search of Time Squandered (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2017).

73 Gideon Levy, “Israel Trading in Ventilators for Helpless Gazans Is Inhumane,” Haaretz, 15 April 2020,
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-israel-trading-in-ventilators-for-helpless-gazans-is-
inhumane-1.8768709.

74 Joseph Owen, “States of Emergency, Metaphors of Virus, and COVID-19,” Verso Books blog,
31 March 2020, https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4636-states-of-emergency-metaphors-of-
virus-and-covid-19.

75 Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life (Stanford, CA: Stanford University
Press, 1998).

76 Channel News Asia, “WHO Chief Calls COVID-19 ‘Enemy against Humanity,’” 19 March 2020,
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/coronavirus-covid-19-who-enemy-against-humanity-
12554256.

The Virus, the Settler, and the Siege: Gaza in the Age of Corona

Summer 2020 || 75

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-is-the-only-democracy-using-its-security-services-to-track-virus-victims-1.8712554
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-is-the-only-democracy-using-its-security-services-to-track-virus-victims-1.8712554
https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/headlines-breaking-stories/1846253/idf-unit-preparing-to-enforce-bnei-brak-closure-4500-elderly-bnei-brak-residents-to-be-evacuated-to-hotels.html
https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/headlines-breaking-stories/1846253/idf-unit-preparing-to-enforce-bnei-brak-closure-4500-elderly-bnei-brak-residents-to-be-evacuated-to-hotels.html
https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/headlines-breaking-stories/1846253/idf-unit-preparing-to-enforce-bnei-brak-closure-4500-elderly-bnei-brak-residents-to-be-evacuated-to-hotels.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/seanlawson/2020/04/28/coronavirus-lessons-for-national-cybersecurity-its-the-boring-stuff-stupid/#b9d927d45426
https://www.forbes.com/sites/seanlawson/2020/04/28/coronavirus-lessons-for-national-cybersecurity-its-the-boring-stuff-stupid/#b9d927d45426
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-spy-specialreport/special-report-cyber-intel-firms-pitch-governments-on-spy-tools-to-trace-coronavirus-idUSKCN22A2G1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-spy-specialreport/special-report-cyber-intel-firms-pitch-governments-on-spy-tools-to-trace-coronavirus-idUSKCN22A2G1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-spy-specialreport/special-report-cyber-intel-firms-pitch-governments-on-spy-tools-to-trace-coronavirus-idUSKCN22A2G1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-cybersecurity-202/2020/04/14/the-cybersecurity-202-privacy-experts-fear-a-boom-in-coronavirus-surveillance/5e94901988e0fa101a7615be/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-cybersecurity-202/2020/04/14/the-cybersecurity-202-privacy-experts-fear-a-boom-in-coronavirus-surveillance/5e94901988e0fa101a7615be/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-cybersecurity-202/2020/04/14/the-cybersecurity-202-privacy-experts-fear-a-boom-in-coronavirus-surveillance/5e94901988e0fa101a7615be/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/startupnationcentral/2020/04/13/israeli-startups-artificial-intelligence-covid19-coronavirus/#3d4e71564567
https://www.forbes.com/sites/startupnationcentral/2020/04/13/israeli-startups-artificial-intelligence-covid19-coronavirus/#3d4e71564567
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/world/middleeast/coronavirus-israel.html
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-israel-trading-in-ventilators-for-helpless-gazans-is-inhumane-1.8768709
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-israel-trading-in-ventilators-for-helpless-gazans-is-inhumane-1.8768709
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4636-states-of-emergency-metaphors-of-virus-and-covid-19
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4636-states-of-emergency-metaphors-of-virus-and-covid-19
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/coronavirus-covid-19-who-enemy-against-humanity-12554256
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/coronavirus-covid-19-who-enemy-against-humanity-12554256


77 Noa Shusterman and Udi Dekel, “The Coronavirus in Gaza: Insights from aWar Game,” INSS, 13 April
2020, https://www.inss.org.il/publication/coronavirus-and-gaza/.

78 Yohanan Tzoreff and Kobi Michael, “The Corona Pandemic and the Palestinian Arena: Significance
for Israel,” INSS Insight no. 1295, 6 April 2020.

79 Tamara Nassar, “Gaza Has Barely Any Coronavirus Test Kits,” Electronic Intifada, 14 April 2020,
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/tamara-nassar/gaza-has-barely-any-coronavirus-test-kits.

80 Levy, “Israel Trading in Ventilators for Helpless Gazans Is Inhumane.”

81 Human Rights Watch, “Joint Statement on Israel’s Obligation vis-à-vis West Bank and Gaza in Face of
Coronavirus Pandemic,” 7 April 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/07/joint-statement-
israels-obligation-vis-vis-west-bank-and-gaza-face-coronavirus.

82 Michael Herzog and Ghaith al-Omari, “Coronavirus on the Israeli-Palestinian Scene (Part 2):
The Gaza Strip,” PolicyWatch no. 3311, The Washington Institute, 21 July 2020, https://www.
washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/coronavirus-on-the-israeli-palestinian-scene-part-
2-the-gaza-strip.

83 Jack Khoury, “With Coronavirus in Check, Gaza Worries about Economic Fallout,” Haaretz, 7 May
2020, https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/palestinians/.premium-with-coronavirus-in-
check-gaza-worries-about-economic-fallout-1.8828968.

84 Shoroq Hamad et al., “Exploring the Impacts of Covid-19 on Adolescents in the Gaza Strip,”ODI, June
2020, https://www.odi.org/publications/17036-exploring-impact-covid-19-adolescents-gaza-strip.

85 Hamad et al., “Exploring the Impacts of Covid-19.”

86 HelpAge International and El Wedad Society for Community Rehabilitation, “Gaza: Thousands of
Lives of Chronic Disease Patients at Risk during COVID-19 Pandemic,” press release, 23 June 2020,
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/gaza-thousands-of-lives-of-chronic-disease-
patients-at-risk-during-covid19-pandemic/.

87 Hugh Lovatt, “Defeating Covid-19 in Gaza: Is It Enough?” European Council on Foreign Relations,
7 April 2020, https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_defeating_covid_19_in_gaza_is_it_enough1.

88 Giorgio Agamben, “Lo stato d’eccezione provocato da un’emergenza immotivata,” Il Manifesto, 26
February 2020, https://ilmanifesto.it/lo-stato-deccezione-provocato-da-unemergenza-immotivata/.

89 Sourced from an English translation of the aricle in n88. See Giorgio Agamben, “The State of
Exception Provoked by an Unmotivated Emergency,” Positions Politics, n.d. (emphasis added),
http://positionswebsite.org/giorgio-agamben-the-state-of-exception-provoked-by-an-unmotivated-
emergency/.

90 Agamben, “The State of Exception.”

91 See Giorgio Agamben, “Stato di eccezione e stato di emergenza” (State of exception and state
of emergency), Quodlibet, 30 July 2020, https://www.quodlibet.it/giorgio-agamben-stato-di-
eccezione-e-stato-di-emergenza; “Biosicurezza e politica” (Biosecurity and politics), Quodlibet,
11 May 2020, https://www.quodlibet.it/giorgio-agamben-biosicurezza.

92 Hanna Ritchie et al., “Mortality Risk of COVID-19,” Our World in Data, https://ourworldindata.org/
mortality-risk-covid#case-fatality-rate.

93 Marco D’Eramo, “The Philosopher’s Epidemic,” New Left Review 122 (March–April 2020), https://
newleftreview.org/issues/II122/articles/marco-d-eramo-the-philosopher-s-epidemic.

94 Michel Foucault, “The Risks of Security,” in Power: Essential Works of Foucault, 1954–1984, vol. 3, ed.
James D. Faubion (New York: The New Press, 2000), pp. 365–82.

The Virus, the Settler, and the Siege: Gaza in the Age of Corona

76 || Journal of Palestine Studies

https://www.inss.org.il/publication/coronavirus-and-gaza/
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/tamara-nassar/gaza-has-barely-any-coronavirus-test-kits
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/07/joint-statement-israels-obligation-vis-vis-west-bank-and-gaza-face-coronavirus
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/07/joint-statement-israels-obligation-vis-vis-west-bank-and-gaza-face-coronavirus
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/coronavirus-on-the-israeli-palestinian-scene-part-2-the-gaza-strip
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/coronavirus-on-the-israeli-palestinian-scene-part-2-the-gaza-strip
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/coronavirus-on-the-israeli-palestinian-scene-part-2-the-gaza-strip
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/palestinians/.premium-with-coronavirus-in-check-gaza-worries-about-economic-fallout-1.8828968
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/palestinians/.premium-with-coronavirus-in-check-gaza-worries-about-economic-fallout-1.8828968
https://www.odi.org/publications/17036-exploring-impact-covid-19-adolescents-gaza-strip
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/gaza-thousands-of-lives-of-chronic-disease-patients-at-risk-during-covid19-pandemic/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/gaza-thousands-of-lives-of-chronic-disease-patients-at-risk-during-covid19-pandemic/
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary<?show [CSF char=
https://ilmanifesto.it/lo-stato-deccezione-provocato-da-unemergenza-immotivata/
http://positionswebsite.org/giorgio-agamben-the-state-of-exception-provoked-by-an-unmotivated-emergency/
http://positionswebsite.org/giorgio-agamben-the-state-of-exception-provoked-by-an-unmotivated-emergency/
https://www.quodlibet.it/giorgio-agamben-stato-di-eccezione-e-stato-di-emergenza
https://www.quodlibet.it/giorgio-agamben-stato-di-eccezione-e-stato-di-emergenza
https://www.quodlibet.it/giorgio-agamben-biosicurezza
https://ourworldindata.org/mortality-risk-covid#case-fatality-rate
https://ourworldindata.org/mortality-risk-covid#case-fatality-rate
https://newleftreview.org/issues/II122/articles/marco-d-eramo-the-philosopher-s-epidemic
https://newleftreview.org/issues/II122/articles/marco-d-eramo-the-philosopher-s-epidemic


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


