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1 NTRODUCTI ON 1 

0 

Modernlzntion nnd Islam 

l'tC·ISI.AI-41(. 
LOCAL. ,..,,.~u.,crs 

THaOilfTICA-1. 
a~~<•cc Most Muallms ahara the lmlief that Islam is not just a 

religiona it is an antlro wny of life that includes codes of 
behavior tJntiPJ laqrtl system. It fJOitorns, fJnd disciplines 
daily behavior. l t tlictatee the ·acquisition of material wealth, m·arri\"'ge can
tracts, inheritance law!', zoninq anrl l~nrt tonurB,community 
rights versus rrivate rights, ownership, and so on. We care 
about lslan, and we wctnt lt to continuo. We do not want to 
exparience the kind of break thut occurad between fourteenth-
century Europe, and tum·•lieth-cuntury Europe, which can not 

occur as long as proper respect and treatment is given 
to the rules of Islam which governs the community. This 
does not limit the use of imagination and technology. 

Role of Education 

The function educational system 

The religious institutions paralleling Lhe formal school 
system capped by tbe colleges of da••Ja, tuhich rroducas people 
tr~ined to enunciato a way of life and a form for teligion, 
and to affoct the behavior of people. The result is a dual 
system, whose two parts aru different in their basic struc-
ture. 

In theory there is a linkage beltueon the ttuo systems 
whereby a grarluate from one can cross over to the ether and 
vice vArsa. In practice, howev0r, it never happens,and the 
ttuo systems aro separatH. If urc look at tuhat each one of them 
de:1 ls with, we will find a rJichotomy between the traditional 
religious school system and the modHrn formal one. 

This dicl•otomy in tho systom rrw1ns that oduc ·tion has not 
b8 en able to fulfill its lofty qoals of providin~ simultane
ous! y practical ski 11 s, s·ocial horn~qeniza ti,:n ,<:~nd ~ basi~ for 
cultural idnntity in a proper f :Jslll.On, ;md that f<ulurc :~<'IS 
lerl to af'·orts in Muslim cuu:ot.rins to redofino the puwoses 

d ty .,es of aducation they offnr. 
<Jn • 

n.rrr-ttrrrd modrl slto•·i"l rrlt1IIO" brlltiOHtl 1/wolflitfllllltll 
fJ'tKIIcal ttlurs 

trade 

& . 
~People 

Friday prayer 

*Once a week the entire 

family benefita. 

*Existing situation 
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The first educational institutions in Islam that we know 
of wore,of course, mosques. Any larue congregational mosque 
performed that function, as it still does today in md~ pla
ces. Modernization has a ~ date: in many ~Jces the 
basic educational function of teaching children to read and 
write is still carried on in mosques. The secondary educa
tional function, transfering certain kinds of information, 
such as Islamic law also went on and still goes on in mosques. 

Mosques as places for education have a very powerful 
tradition. The most famous of all such mosques is the mosque 
of al-Azhar in Cairo, which beg3n its function as a mosque 
academy in the tenth century. Subsequently so many different 
accretions were built onto it that one can no longer even 
call it a single building. It is ~ complex of covered spaces 
and open spaces functioning as one large 8ducational cents~. 
In subsequent centu~ies and up to the present day, al-Azhar 
has remained a functioning,albeit changing,institut i on. As 
other buildinqs were added to it ·, it assumed something of the 
aspect of a contemporary university. 

Every congregational mosque was a community center and as 
such took upon itself the very important role of providing a 
place fo~ learning and transmitting the very basis of Islam: 
lhe study of laws, the study of the Koran, and so forth. This 
is something that one ought to remem)er when one thinks about 
how mcsques functioned and why they functioned that way. 

The ~osque, can house all kinds of activities , one of 
those activities was always tutorial. ~hen we talk here about 
transmission of information, we are still talking about a 
system of close,small groups gathering in spaces which could 
be multifunctional. 

There ara, however, other buildins s that can be closely 
identified with educational activities but were not based on 
the hypostyle form. They existed perhaps by the end of the 
eleventh, certainly by the beginning of the twelfth. This is 
the form that housed the madrasa, or law school, which trained 
lawyers and others in Islamic liJw.A partic.Jlar institution 
came into being to support, house, 3nd feod teachers and stu-

dents. It was essentially the beginning of the residential 
college as wa know it torlay. 

Dicho1om1 tN114.H11 th a· . 
modtrn formal on~ t tra lllol!al Khool s.I'Jttm and tltt 

TM.lllrto...-.L. (!l!t'L.t,IOYS) S]'ST111.4 

t 
' --- - -- - - - ._.__. .. _..,., ----

1 ~Ot)CIItM (, .. C.U L.Ac.) ""•CAT,~L. t M..,.(. , ,.,. .. 

t sysn~ 

L~----~~~~--t~----~v~------~t~------Tv-----JI 
'l"tQI'I:I..U)' TMI"t) (111,14~ 

t..av•l... l.lo'UIL. 

Rtlotion bttwrtn rtlitious and modrrn t.'ducatwlla( systtm 



P<lrl or tho tuacll.i.nrJ oyul.IJIIl w:w "forrrt;) t_ t tud 1111'11 l'lll·.d i ly". 
Tho prufeu~wr nf law in each ptii'LLcul :Jr lllllllnwu, 11r .in uuvu
ra.t, qot hiu dlpluma l.o Lua c h fn1111 ;uHJI.Ilur t•rllfllniiiJf-lt ww 
a une-t. n -u11u rulatio11u!tlp. 1\ collHrtilllll llld nut. r 111t.ltur loiju
lltur tu qi11~ iicunna to Lu.-~ch, 1\1 l.tttiii<Jit 1.1. UJ:JU 1.\ ""'·L coe
rnnpolil<Hl wurld 1 LllU Jll'OCOBs or 111~umdttq, f'i.llil.liHJ d pl<JcfJ to 
LB<H:h, and IJui.nr1 eupportutl i.11 it wuro all. fJDVornod LttrOUIJh 
personal rBlationahlps. 

ThEJ choicEw madB for aealgninq u placu for the mosquu, 
tho tuachinl_) a roa, anrl Lha housinq zorHJ wo ro based on a vary 
diff'Bront t.IIHIHr!;tanding ot' wt10t U cuurtyurd ia Ulll1 how it 
functions. 

At !>OIIro point in the fourtuuntlt cuntury, lt wuo no longer 

enorllJI1 lo have informal, or iul uo utly .. Phya.lcallt unbound", 
educational <lclivities, pllrti.cul.cHty lUCJl3l irmtructJun, hou
sod i.n a lt3rrJil musqun. Hy t.llon Lllnru w Jf:l a cort·ecl wuy to 
huuoe t!1arn, <:lnd ltmt 'JflS to lJLJlld a madrat;a, a oapurtJte lluil
dill ' j. Hwra are <illY number of Lhuuo lliDoqua-mndrtlBn cumbinu
ti.uns in I ran coming clown to us in tho arctHH1D.loqlcnl record 
frnm thu fourtuunth cuntury onwnrrl, but fllmoat nona from IIlllCh 

B<Hlior • It Wi18 at that point that madraaaa II8Ci1ITIB port or 
complexes. 

• Scope of tho project --------------------
"What is the natura of problBITI thut io to tak1:1 place 

thure?" 

SizB Density, D. ispartion, ConqJd. ttn:t:rSdLoc. at..ion 
' ' S,f1.J (.,. 

ulenu3nlH, naturo of studonts lifo, ~tuacher 

of Difforent 
( lntsrdction) 

surrounding community. 

Interaction 1 "Euoonco of Islam is in the Inturaction" 

Community "To c.·JpturH ttw opirlt nf Islam" 
"Choict:J of appropriat.u tecl1nolucy" 
"flut;pllCt of UllVl I'LHlliiiJf1l. 11

, 

Educ:atlorlal a'ld M. ultifultctio,al Buildi"'}j • Q RJ·~ L 
. 1ST ~ 

Madrasa of Sulta" Husay'n, Isfahan 

EXAMPLES __ _ 
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LIMITS 

1. The inefficiency of the existing road network and the 
absence of parking spaces. 

2. A loss of character due to unplanned building in concrete 
in an area built formerly in stone. 

3. The lack of organization. Until now it has remained a 
purely residential zone. With the addition of public 
facilities and the integration of more cultural activi
ties, the mosque and Souk has a potential to become a 
folklore attracting both clients and visitors. 

4. The sche~should presume the shopping habits and social 
network of the population. 

The plan is constituted of the following: 

1. An organized vehicular and pedestrian circulation network. 

2. A large congregational mosque as a center of activity 

3. A provision for ~mlW'•; specialized sho~ng areas that 
cater Fof crafts. 

4. Some missing functions would be integrated to enliven the 
mosque and souk: 

- Administration 
- Madrasa 

Clinic-
Exhibition Halls(M.P.H.) 

- Library 
- Cafeteria 

5. A flow circulation and servicing facilities for the market 

."fadraso und muusultum of Qula'ulf, Ca11'0, 1184-85 
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• .\111dr~ of Sul1an Hasan, Curro, 1)5~59 (ajr" Rottnl 



* PURPOSE: 

Architecturally, socially, and economically • 
••• The purpose behind this project is to be able to trans
late the architactual vocabulary of a mosque-madrasa into 
the present date with a contemporary image and expression of 
the functional analysis, distribution, and interrelationships 
among each other as well as with the community character and 
surrounding. 

It has to respond to the social needs of the environment 
whether educational, medical, flnantial or leisure not to 
mention the organizational pattern from and to the community • 

••• The projects lavish is weigh~/ing on the scale of the 
e~onomical response of "who will sponser such a project"? 
The gov ernment, an individual, or a grroup of individuals 
Its intricacy of mass and comple«ity is an element of how 
far is it, he, or they are willing to forsee. 

* Salient ractors 

How does one catch the essencepof Islam when it is appro
priate to do so? ft is not just a set of physical attributes 
or an architectural vocabulary which any designer can learn 
and should use. Ths spirit of Islam is a process, and it chan
res. Its components are both physical and nonphysical. 
~ Its nonphyslc3l dimensions are three:(1) The law and the 
institutions of power that govern any set of activities, in
cluding zoning laws,land-tenure laws, and subrlivision regula
tions, and tha way in which decisions are reached through the 
laq<ll system. (2) The socio-ecoMmic institutions that govern 
th~ way activities exist and operate in Muslim societies. 
Finally (3) thought, or fikr, which draws upon religion, arts, 
and the sciences. This fikr '; this thought, is defined by the 
elite, who are also the people who make the decisions in buil
ding projects. It is circumscribed by the natura of the per
ception that they have of themselves, and the perception that 
they have of the buildings they would like to see built. 

0 
• 

Laf:J-i Hau: Squart. Bukhal'll. trth r . ra[ttr .o\rc:hiltclural 
Monumenu or Middle A~ia) 

Slilt.vmaniyt. lsta11f:Ju/, IJ50.J 7 fa{trr Goodwiff} 



On the physical aide, we have the structure itself, the 
organic dimensions that exist within the streets, from the 
urban structure and urban dasi.;n of large complexes to the 
architecture of individual buildings, to decoration and fine 
arts. Each of these has its own tradition and heritage. The 
nonphysical heritage is as important as the physical heritage 
not only in undnratandinq the physical heritage and interpre
ting it in a mAaningful fashion but also in understanding 
the concept of cultural contino1ity that exists in a sociHty 
which refuses to rejHct its Islamic identity. If this comas 
from the p~st it has lines of development that can be tracked 
and historians do spend a lot of time tracking the develop
ment of each of these streams through time to the present and 
even a~trapolatinq into the future. But the key job of captu
ring the spirit of Islamic society in a building lies in being 
able to link the two types of activities. 

MA'Nd o,. f'lfocaa TlrcHH0&.04i' 

{}trfiW to whicll human or t«hnintl facton control tiN '"''""'of,,. dai111 

Ptrysir:al and 11on-physitYII t·omponrnn of dnicn 

I 

I I 
I I 
~ J, 

Pot-trll44T•s 

I 

"" 



I 

1 



(! 
y .,. . 
I 
i!fJ 

L 
A 

MOSQUE PROPER sheltered 

oriented(quibla wall) 

preferably rectangular 

with the quibla wollas 

the longer side. 

Buffer zone 

entrance zone 

open space(uncovered) 

arcaded from sides 
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tht: first miltr&JI• m all Islam haJ been intro

al-W .1lid' s n·bmiJmg of the rnosqut: at Medina 111 7116, 

Unmoyad, 661-749 

Tlrr Grr.at McJStfllt at~d Dar Ill-/mara at Ku{a 
Soon ;after his appointment to B.asu. Ziyadh was nude Governor of 
Kuta a5 wdl. Then~ m 6711 he rebutlt the congregational m0sguc= on 
stone columns 5 t feet ull ,;and supporting a A.olt roof of teak 
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Kr~(a, Grrat Mosqur as rebuilt by Zi yaJh ilm A.bilri i" 670 
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I The prayer hall had tivc rows of rolumns and, prob.1bly for the first 
umc. the other three w.1lb were proVJJcd with porticoes or rrw.t'ls 

\BRA~DE!'IBlJRG Credit CORBETT) J..WL...,..-WI..;. Jr# ~~ 
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~ Ummoyod, 661-749 
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Long walt~ to east and west negated the inner projection of the I towcn. The $ahtt was then surrounded on all four sides bv a two
story arcade not corre5ponding to ;my mncr horizontal divis1on . The 

lower arcade alternated two columns and a p1cr lake the atnum of I Hagia Sophia and perhaps of Consuntinopoliun palace5 as well. 
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I 

The prawr hall was JivideJ 
into rhrce broad aisll·~ wirh gabled roofs parallel ro tlw sourh wall of 
the old tcmenos. the •fthla. Th1s .arrangement may well have evolved 

from tilt' frequent habit of convcrnng S\·rJJn bJs1hcas to most]UlY 
because ~h:cr.1 wa~ Ju.: south, the Muslim had onlv to pray across 
the .mk·s ot a \tructurc tlur nornullv porn ted cast. The rhl·on. how

ever. rhat rhc ~,rescrH rra\'cr hall IS JCtualk the old churcil of St. 
joh11 has long hcl'n J1scardcd. . 

Abbosids, 749-1258 

Jc:nualern, M~~1"' vf ai-A.f5<1 cJS Ct,rpft·tt·J hy ai-MalrJi c. 780, rt
constrruticm ~1 plan 
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this is the earliest 
to deploy its arcades at right angles rather than panl-

1..:1 to the qif,foJ wall. The intent must bvc bC'cn to oriC'nt th<: mihrab 
a1sle upon the south entrance of the Dome of the Rock, as is thu of 

the presl'nt mosllue. AI-W a lid thus rem forced the ~nctirv of the srtc 

b, equating the mosque not lmh wJth Comtanrinc'~ b~tlica (whtch 
had a s1milar rebnon to the Ana~um) but with the Church of the 

NatiVIt\ at lkrhlehcm. wluch Ius the \.lntc orientation towud Chnst's 
birthpLu:e. 

_,_ ... ............. ,_. ,, - · ... 



1'1 Abbasid, 749-1258 
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I Tulunids, 868-904 

Kairmrmr, Grear lvfMqtrr, modrm I'''"' 
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According to recent ~tudies by the late Alexan
dre Uzme, Zi,·adat Allah's new mosque, ftnid1cd in R36, consisted of 

a pra yer hall about 2.16 feet wide, with sixteen aisll'S of seven 

bays ear h Hankmg a much wtdcr ""'"cJb aisle leading to a 
dome over the 1111/rr,Jh. The support for the Llttcr here generated the 

typical T-sh.apc:d pLm of ~o m.m y later North African mosques and 

goes b.1rk . rf not to .11-Walad's mosque at Medina, certainly to •1-
Mahdr 's Jl-Alj \J pf /Hfl. It is most unhkdy that there were r~waqs. 
Of the two doors that arc todav blocked otf, th.u to the west bv Ztnd
at must luve led ,ltrecdy tnto tl1e now much larger salm, who;c n;rrh
wcst boun,lan· ts nurkc:d by Zt\·adat 's min.1ret · The Luter ts 

butlt otf a xi~ . pahars .as a nmcalcuhtion (the whole plan is mq~ular) . 
but Ji..•t rn!JJ~'~ drhberatcly tO ll'JVC room for a portal On the mr/rr.Jb 
axts. Smcc the entire no rtheast wall was rebutlt after 1300, onk cx
c tvation wouiJ provtJl' the answer. 

Ibn Tulun's srructurc 

n·calh the earlter lraqt tradrtion ~)fKufa and Wasit . although wtthout 

the semicircular buttresses found there and 111 Samarra . The .<J/,, ~~ 
about 990 sqtLne feet and. although the wall~ of the mmqut· ~rorer 

form a rert.mglc about 400 by 459 feet 
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Ummayad Spain, 710-961 

The Great Mosque of Cordoba: Fir.d Sra~cs 

the fact that the mihrab functions as 
an Indicator of the direction of Mecca cannot be the only reason for 
its existence. At Medina the first milrrah {the word had royal con
notations in pre-Islamic ArJbic) marked the site from which the Pro
phet lud led h1s people rn prayer. Here at Cordoba the niche has 
become an octagonal chamber perhaps suggesting that 
through the arch divine grace comes to the faithful. At any rate, 
ncarlv all later Spanish and North African mihrabs assume this form. 
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Abd er-Rahman's stone-walled Friday mosque of786/87 took only a 
year to build. It had a prayer hall with eleven ~isles of twelve bays 
each, pt"rpendicular to the qiMa wall - -111 the manner of al-
Mahdi' s mosque in Jerusalem and probably of its Umayyad predeces-
sor, but without a dome over the milmrb. The .(tJim had no riwaqs 

Ill 
and communicated with the prayer hall through doors set between 
heavy T -shapt'd piers to counter the thrusts of the w1iguc double ar

cades of horseshoe arches bdow and round ones above 
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Fatimids, 969-1171 
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Cairo, .'\.ftJsqut• tJf al-.ulrar, 97()-72, plan as ucJnstnwed by Cres
wdl _______ ....:.:.,:,.:.:,.__ __________ ._ -

Ayyubids, 1169-1250 

Tl1e Af,,tlras,, t'( Sulra" Sah/1 
Few monume~ts of Salah Jd-Dm \ i mm~·li!Jtt' HKccHor~ survtvc, but 
the last A~ ~·ub1d, Sulun Salth Nc~m Jd-Dm ( 12~n-~tJ), dl·spitc his 

brief reign. \vas a great bLUidcr. The now vani\hcd n·mams of a palace 
m lm citadel on Rhoda hland wdl be dl'il·u..;~cJ later. H1s lllor.lrn~tl of 
124l - l~.f3i.f.f on the east stde of the F.wnud B.1yn JI-K:isr.t\11, tod.1y 
the Suq ai-Nahass1n, was the ftrst m E~\ pt to be dedicated co all iour 
branches of Sunm law. h mnsmcd l)f two (ompkws d1vidcd by a 

narrow street. the H.Hct al-S .. Iihlya, from wh1ch both were origmally 
entered The Mahk1te and ShJfc\lte Jll'tllls stood to the 
north aJpccnt to the later tomb. Enough surv1vcs to show that thl' 
sal111 between them was lmcd north and ~outh with .ucades and had 
three t1crs of rooms for Hudcnts. South of the Harct ai-S.&Iihiya stood 
the ill'oiiiS of the 1-!Jnalitcs and the Hanbaltrc~. now almo~t totalh
dcstroycJ. 
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Momluke, 1250-1560 

0 ' 10 '' lO c=--r---:-..:.:r:_ .. ..=t:=::..:::J"" 

C1iro, T,,,b (1) .md .\lt.J.Ir.J<t.J ( .!) ·~( Sult,m Q,J/u'rm, 1283-85, 
pl.m 

IslamiC arclmc..:turc acquirctl rn the ~.·arly twelfth t-enrurY if not 
in tht· later dcvl·nth th;~t total Integration (>f inscnptions and decora
tion wluch rcm.1incd 111 the future one of its mmt rrnp<1rtJIH ~t\ · lmic 
. kmcnts . Far ton fn\' ~tudie~ have n ·t ~cen 111adc of the content of 

tht· mstfl~'tiom m rdJtion tn the parts of the burl,~rng to whrch they 
were apr•lied . Olll' ~tKh >tutly ,,f the 1mn1pt1ons of Sultan Ha~an's 
m.Idr.J.>J Ius rt·ccnth- hecn made b\ EriCJ Cru1bhank Dodd. In the 
gr<.·at portal Surah XXIV . venc~ 36 and J7, of the Koran 1s tJUOted, 
cqu.1ung the rm:hc it\clf wuh a rrri/rr,,f, lighted by a lamp which is 
the Worti ot God . This quOtation oftt·n ·'~'pears 111 a rrrilrraf, proper or 
i\ \\ mbolizcJ. as on the tat a~.lc t'f the Mtl\ljllt' of ai-Aqmu of II ~S . 
by the image of .l bmr. It 1s probJbly lliH the lir\t umc that the 
""''l'""as ornament is mdf .ls\onau.-d with li~IH . The mi/,,,f, quotes 
verse IJf) from Surah II, vdl!l:h rd'ns to the: l1ght of Ht·av~.·n and ntH 
to th.u in the milrrt.Jb alone . M1ss Dodd mggests tlut the portal's ref-

!: 
:=. 

f
;~ 

11 fit. . I,..~ I 

·,.w/~ ::: . ' ~ ..... Pfair:J . ~- -~ r 
I.J .. ~ .. ..... 

- ---- --- --------------- - - - ----
lflltlrfZ!.<~ of 'Sui tun llalllff. C 1/tro, 1156-59 fu/t~r HOJtrtJ 

crcncc to the l1ght of the milrrt.Jb preput.d the believer for the milmtb 
lnscrrpnon, whiCh Jcscrrbcs the mosque as the mil~rab of the world.~ 

The intricate plan provid~ a separate and distinct 
madrasa complex for the four rues. Each, entcrt'd individualh· from 
the $Jim, ha~ its own modest court and vaulted i11•a". This ~n ex
plam the plannl'd four mmarcts, umquc for an Egyptian buifding. 
Thc~l' complexes cluster around the four immense iu••ru openmg 
froin the Jahr~ . Accessible mainh- from the s~Jim, the east and w~t 
iu·,m~ were_ mu<.·h smaller ~han ;he other rwo. Given the widesprt'ad 
usc of rl11: tour-Ill '•'" pl.tn tor all t\ p~ of bUJidmgs in hlam, the con
siderable lnera[Urc on ItS ap~'lll'JtiOn to ,,,./r,H.u st·ems superAuow. 
S1nce the pl.111 existed long bdore the mJdrt.Jsa-lct alone the four
nte ,,,,,[,,,s,I-was mvcntnl. It would \t'cm 111cvirablc that the two 
should be l'oml'lllt'd •)L'ClSitmalh-. 
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Seljuks, 1077-1327 
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-rhe next addinons to the ongmal mosguc, probably made 111 

the early rwelfth century were the four 111'•111.< and the 
north portal tlanked bY pam:d minarets, producmg, perlup\ for rhc 
first umc, rhe ryptcal Persian four-iwa11 mo(qut• of wh~eh rhc earliest 
datt>d·example now known h rhar uf Zawarc of l JJS·J6. 

0 : 0 • . . i 
0 0 • . . 

I oo DO • . . 
11 

a 0 a I 

co (J (Jc . 

oco•o 0 Ooa 

c::aoo on-.D!3~: 

..n rr· .. · 
.___._ --- _ _t_......t...._t__• 

OCOO~CJ Ooocc• 

•• oc CJ n n· 
• •• ., <;.:;= o o o o n n o LLOJI.J:.. • 

0 

c::J 
~ 

I 

l!..__!.l 

~ 

o ~: I og· .. -.. . 
0 ...... . 
0 ••••••• 
0 ••••••• 

CJ ••••••• 

10 20 30 
m 0 10 10 )() 

c::=.=~~----1---J"' 

---------

. "' 
• • • • • ~c;: 

' 



11-Khanid, 1256-1353 

RUDI , ·· · . . . . \ ,_ , . \ 

~.~ · · ' --~ \ 

I lsr,mi•ul, Kulhyt' 4 Sulqma11, 1550-57, plcm 

II 

lib~-
I s.mwrL:.wd' .\ r.,,{,,, .. :;~~(-Cl~~h-B..:i . i ~. I.;; -10' rlull 

The plan though now showing 
'omc nnation in dctad, WJS nnn· probabk rot,1lk ~ymmctrical. An 

IIJ.mmcmc ill ' flll in a facaJc lhnkcJ by tw1~ of four mtcndcd cornl'r 
fiiJmin.Ht'tS gives acl-c~~ to a cruntorm court 355 fet' t ~qwrc 

\Urwundcd by two tia\ of ~tudcnt\' (t·lk In 1t~ corm:rs ~'J~~ages lead 

I to tour crunform domed chamber~. wl11ch lila\. have been intendt•d 
t~1r tombs. The axial ill'•"' lt·ads to a trJihWr\c (ross-vaulted mosque, 
wh1<.·h also ha~ .lCC<.'SS to the corner dumhrr~ . 

~ Ottoman Turks, 1300-1924 

I 

f..,.,,!.,f. FtJtilr Cmrt, I ~6.J- 70, 1''·'" 

I 

II 

- -~ 

-- -~ 

0 10 

~ A-;~~ - -ti~~- Far.ih Cuni, the prayer hall of the mosqu~ stands between a 

tomb t•nclosure to the south and a salm to the north. Unlike ir. 
however. tim central unit is scpJrat<'d from the surrounding mlldrasaJ 
and other chuitJblc tound~tiom bv a windowed wall 

The v.1st, ngidh- ~vrnmctrical outer court-with mulridomcd 
L • 

m<Jdrt~sas, derv1sh hostels. anJ nthcr clum:~blc foundations-is 
impcnal in scale and Roman 111 the immcnmy of the vaulted founda-





TH£ SOUK 

Being Located in a highly commercial zone, the Souk will 
constitute the major part of my project. It will constitute 
a lively conglomeration of specialized and mixed shopping 
areas offering vuriety. Ita character should int ~ egrate harmo
nuouely with its surrounding and help preserve the cliental
las shopping habits. 

This souk requires a high degree of cluanlinese due to 
exposure, therefore it is more convenient to treat it 

as a separate entity. 

Total Noez of trade shops = 50 shops. 

17m 2 
Average area of each 

Total = 1000 m 

Cle 1nlinoss ConcH t, ons: fl;Jt;h shop has its own 
Uo~!..iket ~lliCit i~ ilCCOSSilJie t.o ~·:flicip{]lity. 

r ;, tt.{ . 
'! . 

A Hazar in . Iran ( \ 

A lively atmosphere is ~~i~~~ 
by the use of every available 

space to display merchandise. 

This style of display gives 

the scuk a rich appearance and 

increases sales potential as 

well as marks the speciality 

of the souk. 

2 

. -

. ·.-_4. ..• ...... 
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This souk's purpose is to help reviving the dying 
Islamic and traditional crafts • It consists of 50 shops 
of 17 m2 floor area. Visually accessible to clients to ex
pose the actual production process. The 5ouk's location in 
the down town, attracts clients and ofr8rs the necessary 
marketing. Distribution or crafts is = 

trade work 
oo1terv D 8 ahope -4- -4--
naw1 • 6 !hops 5 1 
11'1eta1 II 7 shops n 1 
e'Joo~ :: b ?hap.., " wood :: 8 shops 7 1 
P-:1AM = 9 shape 9 

This Souk is run by an administration who's functidn are • 

1- r~ake sure th:Jt :thopa era ren"ted to "rtisans or1ly. 

2- Supply raw materiel. 

J- Help marketing the products. 

1.!- lnvite rorairJn artisans to e)(hlbit in B)(hlbition i'Dll 
I 

and outside 8)(hloition spaces in~luded in souk. 

The admini9tration may see it fit to chan J the above ratio 
of cr~ts. Thus the administration controls the row material. 

Storage rooms distributed along the souk, These ares 

Hood etoraga 

Metal storage 

Ollli'Jtt storage 

Pottery a to rage 

Naw1 s to r21• ;a 

I 
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The ~m of positive space con-
tinuity • ea a hitlrarchy of move-
ment systems, linkag9s, and spatial 
relations that ~llows for growth and 
change within a superconscious sense 
of order. A segment of the bazaar 
plan of tho city of Kashan is shown. 

Primary Bazaar Route .., 

Secondary Bazaar Route t&. 

1!. 
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The bazaar at Aleppo, The blank 
square areas represent khans, with 
arcades on all four sidea, several 
of them with s~all masjida in the 
courtyards. The entrance sates to 
the bazaar are indicated by arrowe. 
A, qaysariyyas (one of the seal-
engravers, the other of the furriers) ; 
B. madrasas; C, the Great Mosque; 
0, other mose'lues. (J) 

~ -
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"The fact that the muslim religion doesn't 

function~.----- --- -.:::;5)' 
j 

1 . . J .f·") r (YC j,J. Cf'7 (_<; vi..C(/ • 

ISLAMIC CULTURAL CENTER ROME 

conceive the mo~que as a temple, but as a hall of prayer (having other 
'If· . . ( ·* --· .. \.L......,. '· ·:. C\.- ,.....__.,_ '--~-~- \.c.,/1;.._:; t, r_ ,~t', ::.,. 

I 

'fhe whole 'ts made of two distlncttve parts (but indivtstble): 'fhe hall of prayer and the avenue of arcades. 'fhe 

relatlrm between the avenue (constitutes the access) and the principal entry i:!! a circular piazza that the visitor 

usee to arr1ve tn different olacee. 'fhe curvilinear buildings all along the rnad c,..,nstttute the transition between 

the mneaue,the city and the natural envir,.,nment. 'fhe orayer hall has a square shape directly related to the court. 

Its ro(')f ie held up by c~lumne dlviding the space in cells. In the center of the structure a wide cunnla would 

encircle the soace. 
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COMPITITION (BAGDAD) 
,-, ·· 

__________ .., .. ........... ,.(/ 

"The , ~dvantage ) of combining monumentation with the play of big and small scales, at the same time allowing the 

r 
faithfull believes to situate and orient themselves". 

(\ 

A series of juxtaposed arcades,over-elevated and supported at regular intervals by columns,define the space and 

form of the sanctuary,stressing also the orientation towards the Quibla. The small number of columns constitute an 

open and unconstrained perspectives,visions in continuous rows that inhances the spirituality of the place through 

decorations and ambiant natural lighting. The system of columns and arcades(ex. Ibn-Tulun,Al-Mutawakil) expresses . 

the technolop:ical modernism used in this project. 

The dome used is a signal of completion to the urban landscape of Bagdad whose shape ien't traditional and what 

a~ears to be a mnnumental d~me from far is in fact formed by two superposed domes fitted one in the other and formed 

of muqernas which are of di.fferent eizes and it lets through them diffused and shiny light. 

The traditional forms and the 8YMbolic elements used in this pr~ject(arcadee,ornamentations,cupolae,muqarnas, 

crenellati~na,minaret~)are as many uncnntested reflexions coming from different sources and they have juxtaposed them 

without taking their scale,their c~ntext nor the materials necessary for thetr constr~ction to their true litteral 

historical meaning. 

----····--- ··· .. ·--~--
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SITE: 

MY SJTE I2 lDCATED AT THE NOHTHEHN BCJUNDARY UF THE GCVERN

m .NTAL SEHAI IN A LOGITliD I NAL STHIP OF LAND BOt.:NDED BY T\'10 

ROArK;: THE NOHTHEHN IS WADl ABU-J IMJL AND T}iE SOUTHERN 1~; 

FL1ANCE HCAD. 

THE SITE IS SITUATI~D IN ~UCH A WAY ThAT IT IS A PART OF 

THE COmiNUATlCtl OF THE BUFFEH :GONE ThAT SEPERATES "HAHRA 

!1REA" AND TP.E NORTHERN PART OF \·!ESTERN BEIRUT FROE THE DOi•/N 

TUtiN .4REA. 

~~ ~ CC TOECOUHJ C ENV 1 ROHEI\1' AND DEVELOHI:ENT TEND F.NS IES : 

THE SITE IS Cl'RRENTLY OCCL1PIED BY A MUSLm (ccl:iit)tjiTYi._REFJ.l~~~J 
(Jf A VERY POUR ~iOCJOECC NO~liC STATU~: . THI S CC~'Jc'JINTTY IS LACKING ·~-lilll!l_, ... ~ 
~· l;:RVICES Wl-1ETHER :t-:EDICALIY OR RELIGlOVSI.Y AND ThERE IR ALSO A , .... .. 

NEGLIGENCE TOv.'ARDS THE ENVIROHEt-rfAL RESFONSIBILITY SUCH AS : 

- C LEA NLI NE.SS 

- ORGANIZATIONAL 

- COtCRffiATlONAL 

* ARCITECTFRAL CHAHACTER AND HISTOHY: 

THE SITE "'iAS A 0\JIET BYPASS TO THE DOWt-rrOWN AREA FEATt;RING 

1\ CALM MIXED COHMUNITY OF ,JEWISH AND CERITIAN ARMENIAN IN

HABlTHX:; DWELLINJ.) DATI!'KZ BACK TO THE EARLY 20thCENTURY1 POST 
I 

v.'AR CHARACTER OTHER TliAN THE TRADITIONAL LEBANESE HOUSE IN 

IT~' MANY fORMS 

... '"' .. ~ 

I 
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Daily maximum temperatures surpass 
the comfort limit from May onwards, 
and reach the work limit in Augest. 
Mean daily temperature surpass the 
comfort limit from June till the end 
of September. 

·•C mm H
1
0 BEIRUT 10m 

~ ~ ~-~---~~-r~--r-~~~--,r-~-, 

IS• 150 

100 100 

S• 50 

-o--o- ,.,,.,_ de;ly ltmp~ '" C: 

-- - - -- "181\ n.IIIM 111-""•.C•fy "' ~ 

• _. Mtel\ d""f "'-"'''eNr' .(ofrotr~C.. ,;.. C' 
PrtC.'prr&tlOI" '" ~~'~"' 

Because of high humidity, 
cross ventilation is the only natural 
means of climatization. It is necessary 
to open buildings to the summer breeze 
from the southwest, to provide sun pro
tection and sufficient thenmal insulation. 
Heating becomes necessary in the winter 
during stormy period without sunshine. 
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SUMMARY OF THE SITE ANAJ__,YSIS 

----------------
- Hestrictions 

Existing buildings: 

• • • A Synar:rnp:ue t!!!:l 

T.andscape: 

••• A green z0ne proposed by the 
f!tWernment can he included in 
the design as a side access to 
the si.te( pedestrian ) -

._.., 
---------.... 

2 [£"::' 
. .\ ---· -:::-l 
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Circulation: 

Access-

•problem of cro5s-circulation of 

eosy access of servi c e 

ea5y ace••• between Mosque-sub 

easy acceas between surface parking 

shops 

I ........ .......___~ =;:;=r=; 
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Circulation: 

Acce•s-

easy access In and Out to the site 

Enviromental: 

horizontal sogre~ation between the SOUK 

and the MOSQUE(noiaey area/quiet area) 

easily serviced 

pleasant view towards the Serai 

Common functions ore allocated in the 

middle(multi purpose hall,library ••• ) 

introduction of a Heraf souk integrated 

with the downtown aouk 

.... ,..~-· -~- , ___ _. - _.o.t. -- ___.-.- ·~--- -

-· t ·· -
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NAME 

MOSQUE 

CfllJRT 

Am:.tM'T"'N I 

SPACE 

SHOPS 

DE:-JCHTP'I'TnN AREA 

A LAROE CONGREGATIONAL COV~:RED PRAYER HALL PROPERLY ORIENTED TOWARDS 

THE QUTBLA WALL. IT 1!1 DnMJNA'T'TNO BOTH THE INSIDE AND OUTSlDE SURROUND 10 2500 

AN nPEN SPACE P~AYE~ HALL. THE ONl,Y ACCESS TO THE 'MOSQUE AND A HUFF'ER 

ZONE TO THE STIJ?ROI!lffiTNO SPACf:S, 

A SANTTARY FACTI, TTY FI"1R WASHTNO T/1CATF.'D NEAR THE MOSQUE AND THE PARKING 

ZnNE 

TRADE AND WORK SW1PS TISF..'D Tn SELL AND INCnURAOE THE CRAITSMENSHIP OF 

BOTH ISLAMIC AND TRADTTTnNAL ORIGIN, IT IS USED ALSO TO SELL 800KS 

RELATED TO ISLAM, THI!:RE lS A NEED F'OR A WOOD SHOP KNITTING etc •• ,. 

1200 

60 

16 

NUMBER TOTAL 

;.1 2500 

1 1200 

50 1000 

I A LANDSCAPED AREA W1TH A PEDESTRIAN PATH, USED AS A RELAXING SPACE AND 

I GARDEN~--+-__:F~~U::.:RN:.:.:.I=.:SH:.:.:ED=' :_;;_WI,;..T:.;H,:_:S.;::EA:.:.T.:...;I:.:.N:.:.G~AR;.:;.;RA;.;:..;.;.N...::..G~EMEN~:.:.T...;;.S.:... _:S:..:;l'~:P..:;;E..:..;;RA~T:..:;E::.:;'S~NO.:;.;I:.;;S;;..:Y_;;.;:.A:.;;:REA:;::.~ :.;;:S~FR:.:.:O.;.:.M.:..-..:Jo.::;.UI;;;;E:;.:T~-r----r----r-----1 

I A SURFACE PARKING F'OR 50 CARS LOCATED NEAR THE MOSQUE. 

SUB-PARKING (ONE OR TWO LEVELS) FOR 200 CARS ALSO 

LOCATED NEAR THE MOSOIJE-Cn\JRT AREA , TT MUST HE EASILY 

1100 1 

1 

1100 

4000 

~ ( ~ 
~) . 



l 
~--N-A-ME-.. - .---------------------·-·--------------------..----,--

l DESCHTPTION AREA N-;;;;~~- T_o_T_AL_-+------t-----+------------------- - -------------------------+------
r------~-------------------------------

I TYPTGAL CLASSROOMS COMPOSED OF 30 STUDEN'I'S EACH. THEY ARE USED TO TEACH I 
CLASSF:S FUKER, KlJRAN, TAWHl~AD AND FllKEH. 40 9 420 

I . i 1 A SMALL A::::SEMBLY' HALL Tn GATHER Tv.rn nn MnRE CLA.SSE:s nR Tn BE lTSED FnR 

I LECl'TTFE I PPnJECTTnNS AND FTI.MS. TT Mm1T HAVE A DTPECTTnNAL SEATING AFRANGEMENT 

~~1 __ Aml_. _P~_'~_VT_D~_.D_WT_T_H ~-P_P~~-:PT_ATE_" _A_Cn_. l_J~_;r_T __ r:._AL_T_R __ E_A __ T_EM_E_NT _____________ -+-__ B_O_-t-__ l __ +-_B_0_---1 

IM'IT,TT-P1H?- l 
P"'~E HALL 

COMMlTEE 

HOOM 

I 

A RTG A;:SEMHLY' HALL !JSED FnR MlJI.TT-ACTIVITIES. IT IS TO RE EQlJIP'fED WITH 

ppnPEF ME~ANICAL Affi) ACntmTICAL t~AC=, n=:~,T~T~TE=~~--------------~~3~00~~-~1 __ 4_~3~0~0~ 

A !1ATIIEPTNG 7.1JNE liSEn FnR ENTERTATNM:r:NT ACTIVITIES AND cnMPOSED OF' DTF'-

B0-100 FEilliN'J' SEATING ARHJ\NGEMENTS. TT IS LOCATED AD.TnTNTNO THE HOUSING 
----------~------~------~------~ 

80-100 1 

A SLEEPING FACILITY F'OH STUDENTS AND STAFr" WHO LIVE ABRnAD OR FAR FROM 

I HOME • IT CONSTITUDES OF IDENTICAL BEDHOOM~i, SINGLE, DOUBLE, TRIPLE,AND/OR 
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In hrtef: 

- A m~dern cnmpnsition i s to be acheived forfilling the social,physical,and functional aspects of the project. 

- The translation of the traditional expression( mosque-souk ) t o a contemporary context nf form and Aesthetics. 

_ The project shouldn't be a passive synthesis of historic elements nor be a work of imitation. It is to be a 

modern work hom from the discovery of the human values and issued from the j"slamic tradition,~/ 



~~ -"\ \ 
;-1- " 1 
·. ! i " ' . 
\ \. ~A . . . . . 

/ 
i 

, 
I 

I 

I 
I 

' 



'' · 

. · ift~:~\' :-:-·:: .. , .:., ;· ~:·:,'··,,, . 

lr 

cr IJDU lt-

) 

, .. 55J 



o £;14ft:... 6H'rttL( "r ~ctf~., M~~ 
o IH~rt-ffl6t-J t>f fNt¥1~ '*-'o M Ofr~V& 

c_ v&*"fl~ L-i~--J~ 

.• 

---

. .,., . 
::o~. 

·''• . • ) \ 
. .. .. ,. 

• 
(N.b 

sm 
' . " 



' ~\.1_ft1t~l0bD t;-.J .. Hil;MJu; 
• 1\-lfR#W Jtov~ 
' ~ Jh)lt-~ f~l~(, /X..u...t::e,~ 

---Done_ 

4'1'1~ 

t :®(((o~~ 
~"~~t' 

57 --------------------



___ , .. ..... , .. _ .. ,. - -· . -·~··· .. ~ 

In brief! 

- The use of modern m1ilding technics and material such as reinforced concrete and steel constMlction. 

- The application of varins systems of construction such AS! 

- Twn storey construction 

- Large span constn1ction 
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