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A SUMMING UP.

The Modern Arab World 1s undergoing a difficult period
of transition which is causing various rapid and fundamental
changes in the different phases of its soclety. Originating
at the beginning of the 19th century with the Napoleonic
invasion of Egypt in 1789, these changes brought these countries
into direct contact with Western Civilization after a long
period of seclusion from different modern external influences.
The outcome of this contact is the obvious aweskening of the
Arab World, which is manifested in the revival of Arab culture,
Arab democratic national movement, and a strong demand for
complete independence. Therefore it 1s no wonder that Arab
Society is changing from a Medieval to a modern pattern. Arab
soclety 1s confronted with numerous crisls and different
changes: political, economic, social, moral and psychologlical,
Thus the responsible leaders were called upon to give theilr
strong effort in overcoming those problems and erisis for the
settlement and advancement of our soclety. In addition, it
is important to note the position of the Modern Arab Govern=
ments, They appreciate the importance of modern education
for the program of their countries, So we observe that
definite care 1s given to education in its varlous flelds.

The preparation of teachers in general and the elementary



teacher in particular is considered of primary importance.
The elementary teacher is recognized by responsible educators
as the backbone of the country's progress because elementary
education is the foundatlon on which the future of the whole
natlon dependse.

The educational process in all its phases is closely
connected with the developments and changes whlch are taking
place in different Arab Countries. All these changes and
developments are interdependent and go hand in hand; con=
sequently, the process of the preparation of teachers belng,
part of the educational process, has developed during this

period along with other developments in education.

Since the emergence of the Arab Countries as independent
nations, significant developments in the aims of teacher
education and everything related to it has taken place, The
aim of the elementary school at the outset of our independence
was to wipe out the already widespread illeteracy. Such
education requires only simple preparation of a teacher
capable of teaching the 3 Rs besldes some simple general
education., Gradually however, the task of education became
mich wider. Therefore, the scope of elementary education
was extended to include the education of the child as a whole
who can adjust himself well to his environment and who at the

same time can take part in the improvement of his society.



So the preparation of teachers with educational, social and
professional capacities to meet the new objectives of the
elementary school became the aim of the teacher training
institutions in Arab lands. Consequently, there resulted
marked improvements along the line of teachers tralning.
School plants were improved, definite care was taken in
adding to the cirriculum courses that are of educational as
well as professional value, the period of study was extended
and the level of training was raised., The curriculum was
greatly improved by extending 1ts sgope. The methods of
instructions as well as the social and economic position of
the teachers were like wise improved.

The normal schools in Lebanon and Jordan for example
are all settled now in sultable and well equipped bulldings.
The situation differs slightly in Iraq, Syria and Egypt,

but there is contimuous effort to transfer the remaining tea-
cher training institutions to suitable well equipped buildings.
Regarding standardization and the perlod of teacher
preparation, the educational standard has been raised. In
Iraq, for example, it has been extended from a period of two
years (1924) beyond the elementary school to that of two
years beyond secondary school level, In Syrila (1918), the
preparation of the elementary teacher lasted four years beyond
elementary school level; now it 1s three years beyond inter-
mediate school., It 1s interesting to note that the period



of teacher preparation in the Arab Countries 1s more or less
the same now, namely, two or three years after intermediate
or secondary level, more specifically as to the standard of
the different teacher tralning institutions, some are of
secondary school level as is the case 1n Egypt, Lebanon and
Syria and, others are two years beyond that level as in
Jofdan and Iraq.

In respect to the curriculum, it used to be generally
limited to religion, Arabic and elementary arithmetic, history,
geography and education. Nowadays, in addition to the above
courses, the curriculum includes subjects which are of cultural
social and vocational value, For example the curriculum
(1956=1957) of the elementary teacher training institutions
in Syria, includes the followlng coursesj3- religlon, moral
education, Arabic, forelgn language, history, geography,
maths and sciences, biology, health education, first aid,
agriculture (for boys) and child care and nursing (for girls),
sociology, genersl psychology, child psychology, logic and
science, education and methods of instruction, practice tea-
ching and observation, drawing, handeraft (for boys), handwork
and home economics (for girls), physical education and scouts,
misic and pemmanship,

In addition, the Arab countries in general recognize
that the modern definition of the curriculum should include



all the experiences that the school supplies 1its pupils with,
As a result there has appeared a trend toward the encouragement
of extra-class activities, and, toward the application of
modern educational methods, which encourage independent
judgement, critical thinking, spirit of responsibility and
cooperation, the creation of a democratic school atmosphere,
and a trend which considers the school as a soclal center of
the community and as an ideal miniature soclety.

When put into practice, the modern definition of the
curriculun receives different amount of care and emphasis
depending upon the country concerned. Some countries are
gsatisfied with the prescribed class subjects with the addition
of few extra-calss-curricular activities without glving due
attention to commnity study and mutual cooperation with the
people, as is the situation in Iraq and Syria. As for Lebanon
it seems that the responsible educators do not quite yet
accept this modern definition. However, Egypt is trying to
make particular efforts to put this idea into practice. This
is especially evident in the rural teachers training institu-
tions which are considered to be model institutions.

Arab educators give now ample recognition to the school's
boarding 1ife and recognize it as an integral part of profes=
sional preparation. But, due to financial reasons, boarding



facilities are not yet provided in all teacher training
institutions.

The importence of practlce teaching in the curriculum
1s increasingly recognized. But the practice teaching program
in general is limited in scope and amount. So, the student
cennot have or form correct and clear practical concepts of
educational principles and activities that both the processes
of learning and teaching include.

In some of these countries there has been a recent
trend to follow up the graduates of the teacher tralning
institutions to find out how well they are in actual practice
end attempt to keep the new teachers in touch with modern
educational ideas and practice and in order to evaluate the
effectiveness of the training program.

The responsible Arab educators admit that the success
of the teacher depends to a large extent on the success of
his selection. Nevertheless, those responsible have not yet
reached a satisfactory method or tests by which to select the
most promising candidates to the teacher training institutions.
However there is general agreement that the best method of
selection is through vocational guldance., The conditions
for admigsion to the colleges in the Arab countries do not
differ widely, They all emphasize and include physical

examination, student's renk among the other applicants, personal
interviews, nationality, age, and student's personal report

from his previous school,
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Tt is also generally observed that basically social
and financial rewards play a major role in the improvement
of teacher education. Therefore the Arab countries in general
have showed a marked concern for improving the economic and
socilal positions of the teacher. The methods utilized are
various, some of which are:- raising the salaries, improving
pensions, provision of adequate housing, giving additional
allowances for those who ocecupy teaching positions in remote
and disease-ridden areas, allowing educational growth,
encouraging teachers' assoclations to be founded etc.

Tt is realized in general that the graduatlion of the
student from the teacher training institution does not mean
the end of his education. On the contrary, the educational
process, being dynamlc in nature mekes 1t necessary for him
to follow up continuously the changes taking place specifically
in the fields of education, psychology and sociology. Con=
sequently there 1s a trend to encoureage the teacher to attend
educational conferences, summer refresher courses and to have
access to some magazines dealing with different educational
topics. This trend although present has not yet taken definite
organized shape all over the Arab countries.

The spread of education in the Arab countries has
necessitated the employment of emergency teachers, but the
responsible educaters are aware of the inadequacy of these

teachers., Educational teachers thus try to promote the



education of these teachers through various ways, Egypt in
particular has shown real concern and is following at the
moment organized progrems and methods promoting the tralning

of those emergency teachers.

However, in spite of the considerable advance in the
training of elementary teachers in recent years by all Arab
countries, there is still a great deal to be achieved and
many problems to be faced and tackled. The following are
considered to be the major problems:=-

1, Preparing the teacher who can play a suitable role
in renewing a good social Arab democratic order, an order
which 1s aspired for by Arab countries as is seen In thelr

constitutions, philosophies of education and education laws

and regulations.

2, Preparing teachers who are able to tie theories and
principles to practice.

3, The problem of selecting promising teachers.

4, The evaluation of teachers work,.

5., The problem of having many young men and women
capable of becoming excellent teachers but still do not enter
or even consider entering the teaching profession. On the
other hand those ambitious men and women who enter do not
remain for long.

These are considered to be the major problems. The

following suggestions and recommendabions may help in solving them:-



Qs

1., The formulation of a clear and sound philosophy for
the teacher training institutions that stems from the needs
of both the students and their society.
2, Recruiting and selecting well-qualified faculties
to these institutions.
3. Rendering every teacher training institution as an
ideal miniature soclety.
4, FEncouraging students to interact with their community
and to prove of major importance in its improvement.
5. Emphasis on sclentific methods are necessary.
6. Ample recognition should be given extra-curricular
activities.
7. Increased emphasis on actual doing and experimenta-
tion as well as creative thinking.
8. Putting into actual practice the idea of boarding
life in the training teacher institutions.
9. Limiting the number of students in each class of the
elementary school to 25 students as the maximumenumber,
10, Allowing the teacher a considerable amount of freedom
in preparing the curriculum, in following his own methods,
in tackling his own problems etec.
1l, Lessening the emphasis attached to examinations and

considering them as means and not ends in themselves.
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12, Revising and re-examining the elementary school
curriculum to fit the demands of the elementary school.

13, Training of supervisors to modern methods of
evaluating teachers work,

14, Improving the financial status of the teacher so
that it corresponds with the standard of living.

15, Automatization of teachers promotion.

16, Quelification of teachers should be considered in
the promotion of teachers.

17. Recruiting students from rural and remote areas in
different ways so that those areas become self-gatisfied,

18, Efforts should be made to have teacher=-parent
associations in the elementary schools, besides teachers
agsociation,

19, Finding better methods for the selection of
students to teacher training institutions.

20, Organizing better programs for 1Iin-service training.



