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This book is dedicated

to the Jewish people

to whom the world owee

the old and new Testamente,

and much else

tn the realms of beauty and knowledge,
a debdbt

that hae heen ill-repaid. "

Duf'f Cooﬁcr ("David")



INTRODUCTION

5t411 another inquiry into the field of the Jewish probiem.
Is there anymore to say about the question ¥ Prominent historiene of
all nations have studied it through the ages from &ll points of view
poeeible. They have given hundreds of interpretations as to lts nature
and its permanence. All methods were made uee of ; From the strictest
Rankian objeciivies Lo Lhe wost subjective snalysis, with the whole soa~
le of mitigated attitudes in between, none was omitted.

A, from different disgnoses, the most different suggestions
were liable to follow, one was not surprised to fimd a great variety of
solutions proposed for tie radical cure of this rumning sore of histo-
rye Unfortunately, none of they proved to be whelly efficlent. The au~
thors of the plans were perhaps technieslly right. The treatment Luey
prescribed followed logically from their evaluation of the patuologi-
ecal factor. Put circumstances vere against timg . Like the physid an
who claimed that his operation wauld have had a hap.y issue , had not
the patient died before the end, those unsuccessful politiclans would
argue that they were the victims of unexpected everts.

This lesson should not be wasted, If, in exceptional cases,
historians have made history, we should not forget that in ninety-nine
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per cent of the cases, they have only recorded it.

Now, having mede that clear, we ¢ome back Lo our firet
point 3 Can a study of the Jewlsh gquestion still bring erny new interest
to the student of history ? The answer is yes, without any doubt. To

begin with, there is alvays an interest to see for oureelf what we La-
ve slways been accustomed to see through other people'c eyes, Lowever
suthorised they might be. Secondly, one should not feel overawed in
treading on a way opened by famous pioneers. As the poet sald
" Ah me! My worde but demonstrate the poor

Rude soul of me thus dering to discourse,

But Lue great cause will justify my speech,

And put to silence all who dare suppose

Iy boldnees will offemd. " (1)

On the other hand, it is wrong to cmceive History as on-
ly a selection of the great historlans' works. On the comrery, it is,
like all great monuments, the sum of all tae efforts which have con-
tributed, however sligitly, to shape the building. The masons bring the
great stones. But it tekes dozens of obscure workers to set Loe ll!!p.nt,
to cement it, to do a thousand things without which the coming of the
next stone would be very much delayed.

Besides, when the first-hand documents concerning & pro-
blem are unavailable, one has to etudy the guestion through tae works
of the great historians. In that way, one ie in a suitable position to
compare and combiwe the results attained by different authors more Sa=
eily tham would have been achieved by the authors themselves, Lhe pro=
bability being that a student would harmonize more conveniently the
vorks of two scientists than any one of them would do separately.

vhat made me chose the Jewish problem among © many
others is, first of all, ay personal interest in it. One cannot bear

(i) Cervantes , quoted by Gustave
tion," Hull, 1927, ;{3 Pearlson, " Twelve centurées of persecu-
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the fact that, one hundred ami fifty y+n after the proclamation of
the Rights of Man, at this very moment, people of the seme faith snd
longings are being cespised, hated, pillaged, tortured end maseacred
with every species of horrors that barbarism gould find, without as-
king one's eelf with anguish i WHY 7 What led the Jews to such & mi-
serable ctlnu 7 vhat led their enemies to take such unhuman and hor-
rid steps 7 One gets an intense eraving for an unnorltandm of the
case, for a knowledge of the historicsl facte rrn;‘fghiah tue problem
originated, in search of a glimmer of light whigh woild eventually
ghow the way out ot ite If the attempt remel ne at.onﬁm- fruitless,
the student will have at least the consolation of hnvtk ‘brought the
tiny essistance une could extend to his people in Wtﬂnk and to
have satisfied his own conscience in seeking Muwﬂcﬁ t.nml.

crm.um . gouid be madeé eomornizu th’\\opyﬂﬂw of
tackling such a vexed question of oent.npo:-nry hhm. The answer.
18 1+ On the one hand, that this will be an edifying test of the stu-
dent's impartiality end truth-seeking spirity On the other hand, that
there are psychologicel moments in histoxy when such research is not
only allowed, but even urged upon the students of history. After all,
one cannot completely disentangle the study of & humen problem from
unscademie contingencies. We are presently witnes:ing a wor L d-war,
the end of which is drawing near. When the dreadful clouds will have
disappeared, statesmen will eit at a raand table and try to find a
guitable cure to the aching sores of humanity.

W¥hat esn be more desirable then, for a student of idstory
or Political Seience, then to go and seek into the past for the
roots of the problems presently at stake 7 It ie not by learning tae
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clauses of a peace-treaty that he will satisfy his want of understan-
ding. Only by a patient and meti.odied study of historical evelutienm
will he fully grasp the significance and appropriation of the meam res
to be taken.

The Jewish problem is one of the numerous yroblems cla=
mouring for a solution, Nothing will therefore .rove more timely o
the student than to seek the truti asbout its origin and evolution.

Now, considering objectively the Jewlsh problem with
the purpose of placing it in history, one is strdck by the particu-
lar position it holde. It ie, on the one hend, a part of the history
of the Jewish peoplej; and on the other, it is connected with univere
eal Lilstory through all its phases.

What makes it stand out all the more ie the unigueness
of the history of the Jewish people. Now, what is Jewish history 7
What are ite range and contents ? What meesage does it bring to the
Y¥orld ? Flaally, what .lece does Lhe Jewisa probiem occupy ia 1%,
all \thnc ere questions vhich face ue at the deginning of ocur ingui-

“~

e
To begin with, Jewish history isthat of & historicea peo~
ple § It has long been implicitly agreed upon that there is a diffe-
rence based upon soelological development and dynamiem, which diffe-
rentiates historicel from unhistorical peoples. The fomer are tie
ones which have, by a painful and constant effort, passed through
almost all the stages of modern \e:lvutution; the ones which have
been comscious of their history and of their progressing mental pro-
ductivity through it, whereas the latter are the peoples which have
been unproductive, inconseiously stegnant since their ep earance on
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earth, as some barbarous African clans. Ae Veber says in the intr
duetion of hie " Allgemeine Weltgeschichte " 3 " Only those natio
» and states belong to history which display self-conscious &

» tionj which evinece an inner spiritual life by divereified m

nifestations, and combine into sn organiec whole what they n
# ve from without, and what they themselves originate." (1)
It is obvious thet the Jewish people belongs Lo 1
category. S.M.Duvnov, the Russelan historien whose "Essay in the i
losophy of history" is devoted to Jewlsh history, divides the nm
of the higher type into three chmonological groups : " Firet, the
* mogt anclent civiiieed peopies of tue Orient, sucn as tae Cu
* nese, the Hindoos, the Tgyptlisns, the Chaldears) Cecond, Lhe
v elenmt or clascie peoples of the Occident, the Greek ax tae R
" mansj Toird, the modern peoples, the civilieed nations of Eur
» and America of the present day. " (1)
Coming to find a place for the Jewlsu oeople in
“\ class ification, the iut,hor feels most enbarressed. For the Jews ma)
elalm to fit into any one of the mentioned categories; they are o&
tainly one of the "most aneient peoplee", being the contemporaries
the Egyptians and the Chaldeans. They sBood with them in the emrly
daivs of eivilisstion and, moreover, spread monotheism which surpase:d
in epiritual meturity all the ideologies of the time.

X ‘The Jews &re recognised as being one of the three

classical peoples which gave to modern soclety the elements of ite
moral, artistie, and judicial life. Finally, they might be counted

(1) in m. "Jewish history", Philadelphia, 1987, p.b
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among the most dietirgmished nations of the present age on account of
théir substantial share in the progress of thought, and more especially
of selence.

How are we going to cleseify them, then 7 On account of iue
aetivity which has not cessed to develop ever since the beginning of
history, Dubnov deems it suiteble to cell the Jewish people "the histo=-
rical natiamof all timee". It therefore appears that Jewish history ile
unique in ite duration, bei:g that of the only people which hae survived
its contemporaries of the ancient times and still die;plays, thirty-five
centuries after the beginning of ite history, most etriking signs of
vitality.

: Jewish histoyy 1e also unigue us regards its contents. In
the end of its first half, up to 70 A D, it ie the struggle of a people

against an uninterrupted wave of conquerore, not an altogether unsucces=-

_ful struggle,since, during the whole period, the Jews managed Lo keep

their own culture anc to live under vheir own lawe. Ab first sight, there
is nothing very particuler in that, and many other nations have passed
through this same phase. Dut, on pecond thoughts, one finds in this ear-
ly record of events not only that of a political society, but also that
of & spiritual one.The national development of the Hebrews went along
religious lines, and with it developed the idea of the election of the
Jewish people,(1) that idea which has to a certainly great extent achie~
ved ite promise in giving to the warld its elementary etlical principles.
S0 the belief of being the chosen people, together with
the teachinge of the prophets, contributed "to enoble every aecrt by
morsl aspiretions, to indoctrinate every individual with an unecuivecsl

(1) "And ye shall be unto me a kingdem of yriests and a holy nation®.

me.(ﬁ)
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theory of life, to inspire every member of the nation with lofty ideals",@
and thus prepared to make homelescnese easier.

Thus spiritual activity became an integral part of Je=
wish life, so much so that wheh the Temple wag destroyed aml Lhe wande=-
rings began, it remained the only tie which kept the Jewish people welf-
comseious and alive, The second half of Jewish history owes therefore its
allofness to the fact that it wae the only history "stripped of eveéry
active politicél element." It does not record ware, battles, or high
deeds of princes.It is a spiritual record, the slow but fertile cultural
development of an intellectual people, the addition of innumerable stri-
virgs in the domain of moral, religious andgocizl life. Recent critice
have attacked certain historians of the past centuriee on the ground that
they devoted all their efforts to the political develooment of socliewy,
whereas they left the cultural and cocial &ide which ere the kernel of
h#story, untouched. "History without these ( inner, spiritual elements)
is a shell without a kernel" said Macaulay.

In applying thie st.#t.emnt to the second half of Jewish
history, from 70 A D up to new, we ebserve that the latter is & cultu=
ral history, stripped of most of the externsl evert & which load up other
histories. "To think and to suffer" was the Jewish watchword in the di-
aspora. The mental potentiality of the Jews continually displayed iteelf,
in the huge productions of the Talmudists, in the religim s philosophy
which followed, in the flourishing Judeo-Spanish litterature, in mpeticisa
and the ¥abbala, to quote only a few of them.

In brief, from the point of view of duration as well
as from the point of view of content, Jewish history presenis a very
distinctive chapter of universal history.

i) Dubnov, op cit p.16



There remains & third and momentous point which is the signifi-
cance of Jewieh history. We will consider it frdm two pointes of view,
the national, and the universal.

vhat does Jewieh history mean to a twentieth-century Jew 7 If
he is an orthodox Jew, he will have felt already the greatness of it
in the Holy Seriptures. But if he is & little far from tle Jevwieh
tradition, he mey be unmoved by ite early beginninge. S5till, &« long
time will not elapse before he will take the tragic wanderings of nis
people at heart. Of course, the reader will object that this #s sen-
timentalism and, therefore, must be excluded rro- a historical survey.
Put what is nationaliem when stripped of ite emotional comnnotations 7

Historical consciousness in most of the cases awallens conscious
nal lonalism, end, where it fails to do eo, it intencifies Lhe vague
and scarcely realized feeling of soliderity between the Jewish student
of history and the characters of the past. "Comwon sorrow unites men
more closely than cammon joy. A long chain of historicdl traditions
18 cast about us 21l 1like a strong ringe... In the course of centuries,
as generation followed generation, similarity of historical fortunes
produced & mase of similar impressions which have or stallized, and
have thrown off the deposit that may be called the Jewish netional
soul." (1)

Now, and that is what will interest ue here mostly, what is
the significance of Jewish history for the historian, in generel 7
To begin with, it has, from the point of view of universal
history, a great experimental value. It offere to the etudent an alres-
dy worked out laboratory experiment. This is what I mean: We have
been told time and time again that history, as a science, wes not
(1) Dubnov, op cit p.28
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comparable to the natural sciences, because of ite inability to pro-
vide for experiments, to reduce historical facte into effeects follo=-
wing from definite causes. After hating located the causes of & alse
torical event, the historian ie indeed unsble 1o alter or even comple:
tely suppress the play of a causal factor in order to evaluate 1its
share in producing a given effect. Jewisan history providee the stue
dent of history with such a rare poseibility. It offere to his cousi-
deration twenty centuries of history "stripped of every active »o0litd
cal element." TIs not thet a unique opoortunity to study the part pla
yed by politice in the social life of & people, to evaluate its real
contribution to the formation of nationsliem ? Thie is not a triflin
experiment. It is one which has lasted tventy centuries, and aignt be
therefore of a certain welght if inductive methods are applied to it.

Besides this pragmatiec use thet can be made of its mater
Jewish history offers anotier characteristic in that it is intersecte
in every one of ite pages with universal history. The contact between
them is both physical and epiritual. The Jewish people hae kept & cgon
tant phpsical céntact with the other peoples through the percecutions
which ranged through all its life. Tt has also kept a vivide spiritua
intercourse with theg through the rick, reciprocated influence of the
distinet cultures.

Ever since the Babylinien captivity, the Jews contribu~
ted to the development of other natione in carrying with them, as it
were, the Hebrew heritage to all the areas to which they moved. This
legecy inspired the foreign peoples, and theJews, in turn, found new
sources of speculation in the Gentile culture. Given their dispersic
the Jews were in & unique position to épread the seede of European
culture, and they cid not fail to do so.
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In ite earlier history, the Jewish people gave to humanity
the idea of & eingle Cod, inepired by the same sacred book. All the
Christians of the world are scquainted with thet early history. It is
mostly from its heroee that they derive their great incarnatime of

virtue and moral etrength.

Dubnov suggeste that "the time 1s approaching in widch the
second half of Jewish history will be to the noblest part of thinking
humanity what ite tirst half has long been to believing humanity, a
source of sublime, moral truths." "In this sense", doee he conclude,
wTewish history in its entirety is the p.edge of the spiritual union

between the Jews anxi the rest of the nations.” (1)

(1) Dubnov, op eit p.l134



PART ONBE;: THE
JEWIGSH
PROBLENM
"The great misundersood
of history."
Zengwill
CHAPTER ONE
THE RIDDLE.

" The Christian world has alternately hated and idealised
the Jew, it has never understood him," says Milton Steinberg in his stu-
dy of " The making of the medern Jew." The Middle-Ages, in its bewilder-
ment, built around him a myth, that of the " wandering Jew ", which sym-
bolised his survival against all the rules of logic.To-day, thera is neo
such myth, whiech doee not imply that there ig ne mystery,

After centuries of persecution, the Jew has survived, He

~ has, furtheremore entered into gentile society and tiken part into 1its
various activities, so that the non-Jewish world cannot help recognising
hie existence. But the tventieth-century hardly underetands hie survival
any more than did the Dark Ages. Asy however, Lhe modern age does not go
in for Bables, the dontilo world has taken the Jew for granted. But, at
the came time , it has relegated his existence to the realm of unanewera-
ble questions and has therefore thrown away all possibilities of under-
standing him.

A8 a matter of fnoo.‘thc modern Jew himself is seldom more
enlightened. For, if he is sentimental about his Jewishness, he will re=-
ther keep a halo of romance arowmd it than reduce it to hard facts. And
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if he is ashamed of being a Jew, he will systematical y avold the study
of or reference to Jewish history. Thus, i{n both cases, no apppoach Lo
hietory will be made, and no understanding of the case ettempted.

The fact is really a curious one eince » ople are generally
attracted by original phenomena and puwzles of all kinds. The reason of
that world-wide attitude toward Jewish history is either that the Gentile
mind ie uneasy in dealing with Jewish cuestionsj or, that the Jewieh sur-
vival is irriteting enough by iteelf to meke ary further stud, about it
unpleasant.

But, if the Gentile can avoid contact with Jewish history, or
try to ignore it, he cannot ignore the Jews as well, some of whom ne ie
obliged to meet everyday. He then firds out that the charac er of ine
modern Jew is no lese a puszzle than his history. He makes &omeé generas
1ization about Jewe, and he is amazed 0 fird how great is the mumber of
them who do not fit into the classifica ion he has made. e thought that
all Jews were learmed in their own culture, and he meets many & Jew who
has been brought up in the only light of his new motherland's. He thought
that all Jews were greedy, and he finds many of them among the greatest
philenthropists of tle world. He thought that all Jews were enarchiste,
then, he learns that some are at the head of organised governments. Ime~
gine his confusion then.

His perplexity is even greater when he tries to make clear
how the Jews behave to their own group. let us pause for a while and
review the different pictures of them he has the opportunity to see. To
begin with, that of the orthodox Jew. He can see him on a gabbath or a
Holy Day, with his best suit on, going to the Synagogue, where Le will
wmmm«mmnmngmwpmcu. On his way back,



13

he will walk home, as riding is forbidden on such a day. He will not
carry the slightest thing in his pockets, as recommended by a religious
prescription. At home, he will eat food prepared the da before strictly
according to rabbinic rules. And he will epend the rest of the day toge-
ther with his wife end children, reading with gemuine delight parts of
the Seriptures related to the feetivity of the day.

8ide by side wihth thie conservative, loyal Jew, livee a fa-
mily of assimilationists. On that same Saturda), every one of them will
attend to hie business in the City. At noon they will have lunch in a
fashionable restaurant with their Gentile friends. They will ride, they
will play cards, find & hundred ways of enjoying themselves without bo-
thering to stop for & moment and agk themselveg whether they could aet
otherwise, They deem that the corservative Jew ig an anachronism, & ves=
tige of antiquity, and that one ought "o live according to onels own ti-
me,

Consider still another type of Jew, the social climber, This
one's dearest wish is to make the Gentiles mix with him and forget that
he is a Jew. He will reject the dogmas and practices of his religion, he
will change his name, move from the Jewish quarter, do anything that will
make people believe that he is a mere Britisher, or American, vhatever
it may be, witho t any further degrading charscteristic. MHe will boast
of knowing nerfectly the history of the country of his adoption, will
prove d{nmhli admirer of ite progress and culture. He will be more enthu=
siastic tham the most ardent patriots, and, as a matter of faet, will
display a zeal so exaggerated that it will reveal deliberatenees. What
will be the result of thoge comstant efforts 7 He win be despised by
his own people, suspected, mocked or disdainfully pitied by the Gentiles.
" Thus 18 formed a class of Jews who do not want to be what they are and

L ]
(i'Mm Sg:ingrgfn!hglggﬁi%)of the modern Jev , London, 1934, p.6



14

To complete this picture, one has to eay & word of the chauvi-
nistle Jew. This one is not ashamed of beirg & Jew and he does not fail
in proclaiming it to whom {t mey and may no' concern. fes he heard the
word "Jew" uttered in a comversation, he pursts in, end cefente most
dremetically the rights of hie people, sometines whentney nave not even
been attacked. He is o sickly-conscious of his Jewisimess that he sim-
ply has got to refer 1o it any time he speaks. If he is typical of his
eless, he will look vith utter contempt at the aseimilationists or the
social climbers and will gladly agree to give them up .0 the Gentiles.

such ie the baffling picture liable to be found whenever & Gen-
tile attempte an incursion in the Jewish domain. Yet, eanother mrprise
awaite him when he stepe into the reslm of Jewish ideology . Thereyne
finds the group, ea& & whole, as a huge debating soelety. The most varied
opinions are held about what is called " the lewprablom" y énd meny
sn elaborated solution urged es the only remedy 1o {t. The world is often
led to think that there are only two attitudes posedble toward the Je-
wish question: The acsimilationist, and the Zionist ones. The average
Gentile, and somehow Lhe average Jew, wai ld be both strpriud at the
number of other wxisting groups , and by those, I mean sections of the
Jewish population united by thoroughly elaborated 16.61.05105. organised
in order to work out definite programe, the dm of which) is the solution
of the Jewish question. Loy

The adepts of Reform or Liberal Judaism, for instance, tend
to modernize the Jewish cult by supyressing many old rites and customs.
Furthermore, they state that their Judaism is entirely a matter of re-
ligious belief, yiven that the belong to the country in which they
1ive by their culture, lengings, and social at‘fili’ttihg- Their eredo

\
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can be summerised in two gtatementss “ Judeism is & progreseive re
peing & Jew is being only 1he member of a religious community, and
longer the member of a nation."

Opposed 1o the Liberals are the Modern Orthodox Jews
orthodoxy is not superstitious like that of the Middle-ages. it it
clous and deliberate « If Judaiem i to survive at all, it is by 1
and voluntary maintenance of all its precepts. One who believes i1
to close deliberately tie door on all doubte and needs no further
cation. At this price onl; will the Jewish people survive as such

Retween those ¢ iametrically opposed philosophies 8L
knowm as " conservatism ". This one ie acopted b people who camn
berately shut their minds to questim 8, and who feel the need to
their rites to the pressure of cireunstances. They want to keep
of the traditions as possible, but at the same time, agree L0 cer
dispensable reforme.

Kost recently, another doctrine has developed, that
n Recorstruction ", which seems to have & most -romising future.
based on the following axions: Tere ageimilation possible, 1t sic
rejected, Judaism possessing enough {nherent value to jJustify i
vation. What is only needed is a rethinking of the dogmas and the
terpretation. Proceeding from these premisses. the " reconstructil
analyze the elemenis of Judaism ."rom thet anaslysis they derive -
daiem is by no means only a religionj it ie a civilization. The
tion is very important and implies significant consequences. If .
is a eivilization, them the use of ite language geins a new vita

Y | the other hand, the founding of a centre for its culture becomes
4‘, rys thus full support is given to the nationalists.

Much more could be said about this and other ideolog

my aim here is not to drew a detailed picture of contemporary Ju
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though I had to sketeh it for the sake of understanding the world's
attitude toward the Jewish question . I still have (Lo speak however,
of the most lmportant sectionm the one which gathers tue greater part
of the Jewish population, I mean, that of the eaverage Jew.

Most Jews are not informed of the various thories and yrogram-
mes that the most learned among them have established. Their knowledge
of history and religion is made of third rate informatiam, of .Lalf-truths
and so Toth. They &are neither orthodfx. nor caa. letely indifierent to
religion. They observe some prescriptions, anc nct others, and are not
well aware why. They wai ldlike to make friends with the Gentiles, and
yet feel themselves ef home only among other Jews. Above all, Lhere are
moments when they wander what tuat is all about | Why do they have to
Juetify themselves, why are they cross-examined by anyone wio feels the
r:l.giit 10 do 80 ? "™ The average Jew 18 them a pathetically cm fused per-
son who stands midway between ultimete states and knowe not widch way
to turn.” (1) Ve leaves the theories to 'he rabbis anc triee Lo solve
his own troublee plecemeal without pretension at finding a soliution
to his people's troubles. He findes pain enough in solving Lis own, when
he solves them.

Sueh 18 therefore the baIfling picture that the Gentile has
before him when he attempts to understand what he hastily ocm the
mystery of Jewish survival or thet of the Jewish character. aAll the
facts he hasobeserved geem to him the i{ll-fitting parts of a Jigsaw-pus-
zle. Pory; after a superficial enquiry, the picture of Jewish soclevy
and beliefs seem even less underdtandable than before, It is only Ly
a patient and systematic study of the Jewish past that ne will iind tue
key to the enigms. For, if the Jew is an anomaly, he is no wirstle. Every
trait of hie character, every longing he has, every theory he bulilds can
be explained by referem e to history.

(1) M.Steingerg, op cit p.®
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The first point that I wanted bo strese however, is the strange
{ndifference of theworld to the understanding of the Jewish people.
The modern Chrietisn is totally ignorant of the Jews. He ma) have some
vague notims ofthe Jews before or at the kcgiming of the Christian
era. But he does not know how they lived through the centuries which
geparated the Biblical Jews from the twentieth=century « Furthermore,
he has no exact information vhatever about the problems of their present
situation. And when he tries to learn gomething sbout the questim, he
does it in a super. icisl, hasty way, which leavee him J.u*ble to deal
with the case than before. He thinks nevertheless thet he has acquired
sufficli ent knowledge and draws from the few observations he has made

faulty conclusione &8 far {rom reality as the medievel my the

Having analyeed some apparently puzzling aspects of Lhe Jewish
scene and having observed the very inadequate approach winich has been
made toward it, both of which being indiepensable relimineries Lo the
study of thequestion, let us now agk ourselves the followiig guestions
vhy ie there a Jewlsh problem in the present world 7 Which reasons are
treditional end whiech are characteristic of the twentith-century T

The ressons which have made the Jewieh position peculiar in
the modern world were brilliantly analysed by Dr 1o pineker in his
well=known pamphlet on " self-emancipation " (1882). He states thal what
mekes the Jews despised in the world more then any other people can be
reduced to three main reasons i

vhe first is psychological. Some day may happen when mankind
will live in peace and brotherhood, when all men will feel equals and
will ldve each other regardless of nationality, rece, or faith. This
blessed day has mot yet come and shows, unfortunatly, no &ign oi Gra-
wing near. We still live, sbove all, in a world of nations. Those natiox
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1ive in a state of relative peace, they respect each otuier to a cer-
tain extent and ~onsider themselves equals, on the plane of natiohood
at leaet. Only the Jewish nation is unanimously despised, and that is
easily understandable. For if the Jews have omce led a normal natiomnal
1ife, they have been depréved for almost twenty céenturies of one of
the most important attributes of nationhood, that is, & coumtry. True,
the Jews have never ceased to live & national life as far as the domed
of eulture is conerned. They have vroduced great echievements in tle &
velopment of Hebrew litterature and studies.

rut here liee precleel) tue source of the evil. " Tae worlk
sew in thie eople tie uncanny ap earance of a dead man, wio walks wit
the living. q'hie{gm:)st.l;s eppearance of a walking deafd men, of a people
without unity anc¢ orgenisa long without lend or Land; no more ailve;
but still valkirg among the living; thie astonisuing spectre, unpéx;tll
led in his tory, without a model or cop:, could not but prodt;ce & pecu=
liar and strange impression on the imagination of tue natim s. Uince U
fear of ghoets ie corgenital... why ehould ite prevelence be surprisin
with regard to this dead, but still living netion 7 " (1)

Thie suspicion of the abnormal is & recognised biologiecal
phenomenanm.There ie & good deal of evidence that an unfamiliar 'or stra
ge animal will be mobbed by otier speeies. " Tt will be remcmbered how
unfaveurebly the Men Who Could See wae received in Nr vell's Country
of the Rlind ", says louie Golding. (i1)

Tt is therefore a jert of tie physiologlcal heritege of
man that he suspects the unknown. From suspicion to fear tuere is on-

ly one step and from fear to hatred emotler. Israel appears Lo the

1)1eo Pinsker.- Self-emancipation . London 1891. p.ll
11) Louis Goldirg.~ The Jewish problem. Harmondsworth. 1939.p. 16
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nations a8 a disembodied ghost, the fear of which hae been transmitted
from one generation $® another for two thousand ; ears, &o much so that
this fear has become an ineradicable disease. The nations of to~-day mey
regerd individual Jc? with kindnees, they keep a deep enimosity agains
the people as a whole.

The second line of argument vwiich is responsible of the exis-
tence of a Jewlsh question is political in cuaracter. It is & proved fac
that nations \_6 not like strangers. The Jewish citizene, however old
way De their eettlement In a country, are alwa & cosidered as strag ers
Moreover, they &re alww ¢ considered by the state and the non-Jewieh po=-
pulation as poor relations. Anc*kv ? For the reason that people beuave
differently to & well-tede stranger and to a homelees pauper. The Gen=-
tile does not grasp the fact that the Jew is eutitled to enjoy all tuae
adventadges he Lhimself enjoys. Neither does the Jew. When nis disabili-
ties are removed, h*don not feel that tue state owes him equal citi-
zenship, no. He is grateful, because ne knowe that tlie Gentiles are trea
ting him out of goodness of neart, and cdoing sometiing tley coulid habe
helped, had it not been for their charitable cispositions

What is the situation of the Jew in the countries where he
is the happiest ? e has been recently grunted full rights ot civizen=
ship. "But the mere fact that the granting of equal rig.te is an act
of generoeity, and not a duty based on tie real equality of the two
parties, robs the boon of iis morel value, and makes it merely a plece
of legislative mechinery. The givercan never forget tlat ne ie _he
giver, nor the receive$ that he is the receivedh" (i) The fact tuet
Jewe have been reproecned time and time again with not being grateful

(1) Ahad-Weam.- Selected Tssays.- London 192%. P66




enough to their venefactors is another sign of the underestimation of
the Jews by their Gentile fellow-citizens. The Jews are Lous encowed
with an inferiority complex which mekes them grateful for Lue mere faot
that no mention id made of their Jewishnees. That ls tnerefore sanotuer
of the important éides of the sbnormality of the Jewisu situation in the
political world.

The third cause pesponsible far the existerce of the Jewish
question, following Pinsker's claseification, pertains to economice.
In the sctual etate of economic life, competition is peaceful but not
quite free. The state differentiates to & certain extent between nati-
ves and strangers in giving often priority to its oxn citizens. That ie
one of the primary motives of colonizgtion. Discrimination occurs tae
more £¢ as the etranger is poor and homeless. Israel appears as &n un-
desirable, and serious competitor who 1s tolerated as long as tuere is
propperity in the country. But let the slightest symptéms of & crieis
be seen, he is immediately thrown over the border, or hand-tied in a
gmall corner from where he will not be able to move for a long while.
The wealthy foreigner, however undecirable he may be, will no be open=
ly shown andmosity,for the sake of avolding a prededent. The case of
the Jew is different. No one will rise to protect him and threaten the
country in question with reprisal.

Let us take an instence in contemporary history. “We recen-
tly heard the Polish Minister for Foreign Affairs, @olonel Beck, an=-
nouncing in Geneve and in his own country, and in England, in mmerous
interviews that there are & million Jews too many in Poland «sveeseses
Why esmactly a million JEWS 7 They are citizens of Poland , they have
“m with the fete and deetinies of Poland for well-nigh
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a thousand yearss....They are ocut to make their com ribution to Peland,
good, bad, or indifferent, like everybocy else, Why should THEY Dbe
singled out as being & million too memy 7"Q Why? Because a vague of
unemp loyment came and strengthened the living rolisn antisemitism.
“Yhough the Folish Jews could not have been charged with being millionai
res, or frestalling the jobs in the coumiry | They were Llie most mise-

rgble of all their fellow-Jevs.

Here are, therefore, above-mentioned, three sides of the
Jewish question: the psychological, the politieal, and the economic.
All of tuem con’irm though from different stendpoints, tue abnormality
of the Jewish situation. The argument has geen reduced to a singde caic
word i ;;~‘.~;s._'€:+r- We epeak of a Jewish problem because tue Jews are ' a mino-
rity everywhere, and a majority nowhere.”

The Jewe are a religious, a national, und &n ethnie mino-
rity. Anyhow, they ere always different from others, &t least in one
way. They are not the only minority, will som:one objectd No, of cour-
se, there are wminorities everywhere, though not two or threefokd. Yet
the Jews &are t.he more easily identifiable. They have somelimes charac-
teristic featuree, they have traditions en. folk-wa & of taeir owne
On the other hand, there are slways some Of them who &re nNewcomers, am
therefore easily recognisable by their foreign accent. They are also
a vocation:l minority, sccording to some tueoricians. The) are gatherec
around & few definite occupations. So, they are in more then a way
a conspicdous minorityi

Yet , their fate is different from that of all otuer
minorities. Conaider for a moment the position of the Scote in the Bri-
tish Bmpires It is in more than one way similar to that of the Jews.

(1) Dri/ welsmann.- The Jewish people andPalestdne .Tel -Aviv,1936. pi¥



The Scote have an ehniec and religious background of their own. Hxag-
gerated appreciation of money and excess of intellectualism are cLar-
ges made againet both Seots end Jews. The percentage of Scotemen in the
eivil Service, poditice, journalism, and banking is extremel; hLigh.

In brief, the Englishman meets the Scot wherever he goes. Still, he
does not reproach hinm with having inveded Tngland, taken the jobe of the
Britishere, or chereishing a seret allegience to Scotland, uls mother-
eountry, that is, nct to any serious extent . There is no such thing as

a Seottish problem !

Similarly, the Protestants are a minorit; in France. They
want, as vell as the Jews, to pregerve their identity. They ure not ac-
cused of exclusionism, at least nol to the same extent as the Jeww. They
are not sccused of bel g foreigners, and no catholic whatever will
dream of expulsing them from France. Theye might be & Frenci Frotestant
problem, as has been explicitely shown by the Dreyius case, still France
 pemains the motherlsnd of the French Protestsnts, and the) remain her
gallant sons. The cese is differaet with Lhe Jew. No matter when he
camé, he will remain the traditional stranger. At best, a liberal go=
vernment will tolerste him, But one should never forget tuat ile Eople
who are tolerated are the people who are not liked, toleration meaning
bearing with indulgence. The Jews are therefore tolerated when they are
lueky. And it is because the; realize the tragic instability of tueir
gituation that at every festival, at every Holy Day, in the Synagogue
end outeide it, the representatives of the Jewl:ch population express,
on behalf of their brethren, their eterndl gratitude to the generous
people who does not throw them out of the country, who is resdy to to-
hut.thl- " We have sunk s0 deeply, writes Pinkker,...that...when
an idle looker-on shoups to uson our way:s Poor devils of Jews, you are
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truly to be pitied, we are profoundly moved...snd when a Jew is sald
to do honour to his people, we are foadlish enough to be proud of it.”(1)

There have been minorit; probleme which have been solved. The
Hughenot minority in England in the eighteenth-century, for instance.
Their problem dsappeared because the dissappeared themselves.The Jews
have refuced to surrender 'heir identity.The; consider that Judaism has
sufficient inherent value to Justify its preservation. That is why their
problem still existe, urging more than it ever did.

Apart from thie will to live 'hich is after all common to
all national minorities nou-a-days, the Jews have another disability.
They are nowhere & ma) orm‘ y thet are nowhere hosts, the; are always
guests. In fact, they have, as louie Golding pute it, "all the disad~-
vantadgoll of a minorit) without any of its advantadges." They are &
religious, & national, an ethnic minority, and in spite of all that
there is no state in God's wide world which will raise its voice to
defend them.Add to that thet the; are easily mentit'iabla; anc you will
have a faithful picture of their situation. "It has been said that the
part played in Wnglish econimic life by the Quakers is out of all pro-
po;-tiom to their numbers, writee Golding....If that is soy few per-
sons are aware of i_ﬂﬂﬁr the Quaker names are RBarclay, Bevan , Hanbury
Richardson...No one, as he walked... would pay much attention Losuch
nemes.«. If, instead of such names he read Cohen, lLevy, Hosenberg, uis
reactions, I fear, would be more emphatic." (ii)

What is the result of thie easy identifiabi.ity ? Wherever
he goes, the Jew is noticed, at work, in tie sireet, in sociel liife.

(1) Pinsker.- op cit =~ p.24
(41) The Jewieh problem.- op eit . p.22
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And what, if anything goes vrong ? Ot is the conspicuous witness who
is the first suspected. All tre diesatisfied poimt to him. Unable to
detect the causes of their troubles and to accuse tie reall;, respon=-
eible seople, the mob ehoutsy Down with the Jewl And not only the mob,
unfortunately, but also the so-callied elite wlo rescts in the same,
though more sophie icated say. It is rightly that the .Tews lLave been

valled the spapegoat of uLictoryl

Following thie serles of tragic ebnormalities, one should not
be surprised «t the strange Pehaviour of the nations to the Jews. "It
Jewish Llstory be but one long anomaly, wrote Milton Steiuperg, then
the vorld's attitude ~oward 1t muet be another."(I) Indeed, the natio
have Clepleyed toward the Tews the most prejudiced satiitude, and here
I refer to all the netions of the world, included those which ,nt—o-f
to be untainted by the virus of an isemitism,

When a Jew does eomething valuable, he is crecited with it, at
least in liberal countries. RPut let him beware of making a slip. He wi.
be seriously werned, and his Jewishness imvediately reminded to .im as
& primary charge from which he hes not yet ecquitted himseif's

When an individual Jew proves to be a genius, & coclal bene-
fact.or, oD & great thinker, the Jewish community as a whole doeés mot
get cre-it for it. Thie Jew is considered then as an ordinary ecitizen,
like any other Gentile. But let a eriminal, & tuief, or a traitor be
& Jew, tien the crime stains the-whole comminity, “Imegine & few men
to have committed some grave erime in London,... and the entire English
people throughout theworld wherever ec:zttered and however upright their
lives, are held recponsible; tens of millions of ite members have never

: ‘nu ir even heard of the few evil members of the nation, but they are
 guilty with them . A dispassionate and unbisssed mind would instantly

F AN e —‘hl—- A tha madavn Taw.. an rdta n.2



taboo such a ridiculous action as fookieh end unjust, yet tuls wus the
ehief phase of the Jewish question in the Middle-Ages." (1) and it is
¢t111 so in the twentieth-century. VWhen a Jewisu boy of seventeen kil-
led a German official in raris, not very long ago, sixiundred tuLoussnd
Jews guffered f om the reprisals. The Jewish commdnity of Germary ned

to pay £ 80.000,000 &8s an indemnity. and toere are still people w0

argue thet the twentieht-century ie not comparable to the Mlddie-iges,

ag far as humanitarian feelinge are cumeerned |

"Many of us are lapry to acknowledge the eminently fair
treatment wnleh we and our work have received in thie country. Snglend)
Sti}} in every one of us tiere is, deep down, t.e consciousness that
we cannot a!'ford to slip: a fall for us is harder and more irretrievable
than for a non=Jew."(ii) Onehas only to notice the anxious look on tae
face of wvery Jew, wien a crime of any kind happens to be committed ,
to be convinced of Frofesesor Namber's sincerity.

The Jew does not enfoy, though grented, freedom of thought,
esvecially in politics. "If a eocialist, he is suspect of Bolcheviemj
if a Coneervative, he is a bldated cepiteiist”.(ii) The trouble with
him, or ie it with the world, is that he has slways got to justify his-
eelf. Me is continually cross-exsmined, Lis sctione more often than
not malevolently interpreted. Ile 18 even asked why 118 people wants to
purvive a8 & nation. Do the English, the Germsns, the Frenclh, The Dutch,
or the Chinese have to explein why they want to live 26 a nation 7 It
would sound ridiculous. So, why do the Jews have still to do eo 7

: __ _ Those sre, therefore , the different aspect of the
Jewish riddle as can be seen An the first half of the twentieth-centurys .

h

)Gustave Pearison.- Twelve centuries of persecution.Hull 1947, p.76
i) L«Bilgmier.- The Jews. Jerusalem 1942. ped



We have noticed, to begin with, the lack of comprehension the the world
displayed toward it. Then, we have reviewed the dif erent sides of tue
problem, the psychological, the politieal, the economic, and ti.e social.
We have observed all through the survey tlat & etrange and persietent
animogity was felt by the Gentile world egeinst the Jews. We are now
prodeeding to study more compreheneivel; this " Judeophobia" end evae
luate its developmen. and strength in the modern scene.



" pretexte change but the hatred
remainge. The Jews are not hated be-
cause they have evil qualitiesjevil
qualities are sought for in them be-
cause they are hated. "

Max Nordau

CHAPTER TWQ.=

The modern scene,

. It is 1944 and the Jewish people is writing
‘a chanter in letters of blood in the hietory of the worlde I do not al-
lude here to the thousands of Jewish soldiers who are fighting and fal-
ling gallantly in the armies of the various belligerants. HO, Lhose
are not to be pitied any more than the multitude wWko are dying everyds)
on both sides of the battlefields. I refer only to the millions of men,
women and children whose !ives have been taken with all the refinement
of eruelty that cm 14 be found, on account of their blood parentage)
to the whole communities who are being persecutec, starved, or shot
every day because of a single and unforgivable erime: that of pertai-
ning to the Jewish people. And, which is worse, I refer to those eri-
mes which are intentionally perpetrated, those which, apart from being
homicides: have the further qualification of being the fruits of a
twentieth-century 1deologys



Nothing is baser than "atrocity mongering" for ite own sake and
I do not wish to draw a tregic picture of the Jewisu situation #n order
to arouse the pity of t,hc]rudor. I only wish to stress thet the horrors
alluded to are not in any way exaggerated by sentiment and will be ba~
cked by official figures in due time. People are too of'ten inclined to
believe that this camnot be true, that the Jews in Germeany, in Foland,
in Austria and many other parts of Burope are reall; unhappy but net
migerable to the extent pletured. Most unfortunatel)y, news and witnesses
confirm to ue every day the truth of antisemitic criues.

Even when realising the extent of the m ti-Jewish measi ree taken
during the last decade, the observer tends t.ﬂrmin indifferent by pu-
shing the facte away from him, into the domain of history. Massacres
have always taken place, is the argument generally put forward. Once it
was the Christians', another time the Jews. It thus nappens that tae
present victims are the Jews. This ie part of a cyeclical phenomemon. It
ie nothing to be moved about,

We will deal later with antisemitiem as & cyeclical phenowmenon,
and see if such a view can be held on good ground. In the meantime, I
would like to emphasize the difference between tie present persecutions
and thoee to which they are campared. To begin with, 0;10 often hears the
followirg arguments The early Christians were pitilessly masecacred by
their contemporeries. Even the Lord died vietim of his beliefs. It is
only fair that Jews should now die victims of intolersnce. |

I will not deal here vwith tie value of the fanatical argument
of revenge, which does not need ary answer, nor with tie religious ac-
cusation at the origin of the snti-Jewish hatred which will be dealt
with separately in thie chapter. I wish onl; to recall that tue Roman
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massacre of the Christians took place two thousand years agoj and that
since then, religion, ethics, and  hilosophy were supyosed tomake the
modern individual more human. How can one seek collective security and
trust in disermament, how can one speak of world-citizensliip, when per
secutions, the crudest apolication of the principle of foree, are indu.
ged in every dey on helpless minorities 7

" On the great masses of humanity, modern ideas and inventims
have had little spiritual effect. The waw who drives a motor-car is ase
much a creature of ignorant prejudices and superstitions as his ancestc
who guided an oxcart. It is netwral, then, that o far as the half- li-
terate are comcerned the folk hatreds of the ages should survive dnto
the twentieth-century. The disappointment ies not with the masses, it is
with the educated classes."(1) In fact, intelligént, cultured, intel-
lectual men have taken tie lead in the preeent Jew-baling. Their educa-
tion hes not helped to eradicate prejudice from their hearts; on the
contrary, it has rationalised it (e of it a pseudo-séientific theo-
Ve

Vessacres have been carried out in the Niddle-Ages by tie mob,
by ignorant, superstitious, irresponsible individuels. They were not
officially recognised by the Chmrch who nevertheless wae the most iras-
eible enemy of the Jews. Nowadayse, they are led by cold-blooded, utterly
conscious theorists, and the: are part of a thoroughly elaborated ideo-
1ogy .

Nor is present-day antisemitism comparsble to the worst Jewlisu
persecttion of the past, I mean, the Inquisition. Por, the Spenieh Jews
had en alternative. They could give up their religion. The measures of
m&u were taken only against professing Jews. It was répeatedly

m&m- op eit , p.28&S



|

30

. emphasized that tlhere would be no diseriminations against those who

would willingly accept conversion. And the promise was kept. The uidda
Ages objected o the identity of the Jew, to his strange torgue, to
his rites and customs. But as soon as he got himself merged into the
christian emvironment, the animosity subsided. Modern antisemitiem
tekes the opposite attitude. The Jews are not asked to assimilate any
more. On the contrar, , they ar-e accused to have poisoned soclely by
infiltration. They are not persecuted because of their religious af-
filiations but because of their {nferior etunic idemity. No matier
if a Jew was converted two or three generatiors ago, if hie descendants
have been faithfull Christians ever gince, if they have given up all
contact with Jews, their blood is c¢till defiled by the Jewish paranta-
ge. Aryan society rejects them.

And where does it reject them ? Is there any country in
the world which agrees to give them refuge 7 All the doors are closed
before them. At previous times, they could always find scue naven or
another.In 1200, when they were expulled from Bngland, France accepted
them on her goil. In 1308, they could still flee to Germany and gentral
Burope. From Germany , they could escape to Polandj from Russie Lo the
New World. Nowj they can go nowhere . A8 eame writer put it, "the
world seems now to be divided between countries where Jews cannot live,
and countries where Jews must not enter."(1)

That ie the tragic fate of a few millions of Jewish peo-
ple. Over half a million christians of Jewish orighn are under tae sa-
me ben. What will to-morrow bring for them? Here are scores of young
people who were Germans and Polish as ary Germen or amy Pole. They
were in no way different from other young men and women who are allo-

(1) 1ouis Golaing. op oit p.168
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wed to live and be heppy es they like. Still, elementary risht.qu-o
refused to them. What is more poignant than their situation ie that
of their parents who, after having accepted the sacrifice of asslmi-
lation for the sale of their children's happiness. have lived to see
"no thorouyghfare for Jews written on every vocation for which they
had been prepared."(i)

Of course those dreadful anti-Jewish measures are presently
aprlied inGCermany and occupied Turope only. But the irritability to-
wards the Jew is felt almost everywhere. Prejudice, added to an over-
flowing German propagenda has made all the natione Jew-consciouse. Aise
Ierael Cohen pute it: "fntisemitism dogs the footsteps of the Jew in
every land , in free republice as in despotic monarchies; it Lae no
respect [or rank or class end makes no distinction between the reli-
glas and the non-religious Jew; it asseils the Jewish politican and
author equally with the Jewish artisan and pedlarj it fimnds ever new
objects of aeccusation."(ii)

It has even raised its head in England where it has not ma-
nifested its existence for a long time. Bven England, "the lend of the
free", has been attacked by the vimPf antisemitiem., The sickness has
not spread as violently as elsewhere because , after all, there are
only 360.000 Jews in Sngland for over 40.000.000 inhabitante. S5till,
animos ity against the Jews become little by little intemsified. &ir
Oswald Modley 's "British Union of Fasciets” was founded & few years
before the present war. It was the first English politicel party in
history which held Jew-baiting among the important poimts of its pro-
lr- while Mosley officially refuted the antisemitic character of

W.» The Jew &nd the world ferment. London, 1936 p.118
i in modern times. New York, 1914 p.318



32

his party, the B.U.F.'s organ, "Blackshirt", wrote the followin g
" In the light of recent events, we state deliberately tLat the Jews
are striving to involve Britein in war....the Jewe heve now organi-
sed a raciel minority within theStste to conduet a furious agitation
with all the forces of their great money power which can have no ef=-
fect @xcept to drag this country towards wer with Germany." (i)
Still, the Fascist mowemeni did not grow into & mase mo-
vement. But the middle-class was ¥ rgely susceptible to its antise-
mitic propaganca. The shppkeepers, the small traders could easily be
convinced that what hampered their business were Jewish trusts or
Jewish financiers. And when the B.U.P. discloesed openly its amti-
Jewish attitude, publicity wes done more easily to it. Already in
1934y the "New Statesman" was writing: " Let no ONne....s8y taat ami-
semitism is not dangerous in England. Sir Oswald'e enti-semitiec pas-
sages were wildly, madly, cheered from all parts of the hzll ( Albert
Hall). People rose in their seats ami yelled delight when he accused
the Jews of bhcimiling thePress and destroying Enplame.e” (14)
Besddes, the "Anglo-coman"'ronwshipﬂ » &n organisation
which viewed witn sympatly the doetrines of tie German government,
and therefore ite antisemitic position , was founded with sueh distin
guum members as British peers, heads of big businesses, managers
of banks and insurance companies. Thue, before the war broke out,
there :nro in England some, if only few organised centers of antise-
mitie propege da. After September 1939, and especlally after Septem=
ber 1980, the anti-Jewish seeds sown before the war began to germina-
tes With the necessary war-restrictions, discomfort grev. Deficient
(t)lm-\,m.«h 1933, quoted by Remnap in "antisemitism and the Jewish
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shelter accomodations sowetimes created unavoidable friction. The
evacuation of strategic areags and the overcrowdirg which followed
were favourable conditions for the old prejudice ©® burst out., add
to that the sight of refugees who spoke with a strong German accent,
and who, on top of it, looked like Germans more tLan amything else,
and you will have 2 hardly exaggerated picture of to-day's Eritish
Jew-conseciousness. I wander if tiis observation in & recent number |
of the"Jewish Chronicle” was too pessimistic. It read; "There appears
to exist a large degree of gympathy with Hitler in his anti-semitic
outlook among people wlo dtherwise ardently supposrt Lihe war agednst
Germany." (1)

My intention is not to exaggerate. I believe that, in spite of
the whole ?ropaganda, British outlook towards the Jews is not, on the
whole, one of strongly marked antipathy. I have i.sisted on tLe anii-
gemi i¢ publicity made in “ngland in order to strees that, evem in
the most liberal countries. antisemitism is living. It wae necessary
in a short survey of antisemitism , to emphasize the universal charee
ter of that phenomemony & character which ie generally disregardeds

While we are in tlhe domain of the great democcracies. let us
say a word of the situation in the U.8.A. There, the Mor of Jews
is much greater, emounting to 4.000.000. On the other hand, a great
part of them is emgoud of mew gettlere, Russians wuo have sscaped
from the tsarist pogroms in 1580 andl903, Germans wio Lave managed
to get immigration permits in the early thirties of the €entury. Con-
sequently, the U.S.A. is slightly more Mooe.le_ioul than is Great-
Britian. Moreover, German propaganda has had a freer play tuere tihan
4n the United ringdom., All those factors casbined have made a ssall

(1)Remnap, op eit , p.l113
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wave of antisemitism rise. Henry Ford was one of the leaders of that
movement up to 1227 when he was sued for libel and Lad to retract
all the fallacious rumours he hed been nprwding'.

Meanwhile, Charles Coughlin, who was later called "America's
Radio Priest", wae becoming the Americen Jew-baiter "par excellence."
By his very persuasive serméns. he succeeced in gethering araing him
a great mumber of admirers who formed the "Radio league of the little
flower", a so-celled non-political organisation, which indulged in
antisemitic propagenda very frequently. Father Coughlin began to pu-
blish "The protocds of the elders of Zion", tiuie forgery of the 1loth
ecentur; that pretended to warn the world against an internati.mal Je-
wish dgngor. Racio propsganda and cheap litterature comtributed to
predispose the average American against the "foreigner", and to close
the doors before him. Mrs E.Morton, in her bock, "I am & woman and &
Jew", tells of the serious difficulties she had in looking for & Job
in the U.S«A., when the employers knew that she wae a Jewess; she
tells of the homes which were closed to her and uer nusband because
she came from a Jewish stock.

On t.e other hand, it would be interesting to note the some-
what close connection whieh exists in America between lsolationiste
and sntisemites. The former played the anti-Jewish card as a last
chance of keeping the U.S.A. out of the war. When Germany attacked
the Soviet Union, and the U.S5.As promised the U.S.5.R. its assistance,
partly as a conseqguence of Ambassador Daties® “Mission to Moscow",
the isolationists alleged thet it was the Jewish finaneiers who were
dragging the UsS«A. into the confliet. Lindperg's speeches are typical
of that tendency. The "New York Herald Tribume", commenting on
: _,'.'"_;M'l virtually uneoncesled appeal to anti-semitism§ wrote
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w pyidence that their leaders ( the {solationiste') are deliberately
taking up thise despicable,disruptive and profoundly inhuman and
un-imericen weapon is too gtrong to be denied." (1)

Wowever, one would create & false impression if ome did
not add that, on the whole, the UeSeAs remains one of toe few libe-
ral countries still friendly to the Jews. ,

. what sbout France, ie¢ one imclined to ask? France
being m virtuslly oceupied, &he }\l displaying the same policy a8
that of the German ruler. About t.hc\\nyruc affair and the strong
miomtin it revealed in France, v‘\uill speck a little later.

. To sum Jup‘vh-.t has been sald sbove, these pietures of
mnt’.}'q'i'h-oontm J'o'y,y umn;mualy confirm that the removal of
Jowish disabilities has not necessarily implied acceptance of
the J;h as an ordimry cit;u:i-_tn mo ern .ocnw&umm, dis-
ph#d. as it were, in the various co'mt.riu, has, whatever its cau-
u’;’ and its 1ntq;£i:lt.y, ghown jhe main reluctance of the nationms %o

vylcm their :T“'ilh minorities.
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The next step that we have 10 take now is therefore Lo ana-
lyse the main tendencies of Antigemitiem in general, and determine
the nature of the ceuses which gave dbirth to it.

The most prominent factor which provoked anti-Jewlsh hatred,
and chronologically the firet, wae the religious accusation. Since
its very early days, and through its Holly Scriptures, the Chureh pro-
pagated among the worshippers the idea that the Jews had killed the

( Lord} Thie accusation was of a momentous value in the Dark and Middlie

.. Ages. It remains up to now one of the mein ceuses of entisemitiem,
though not the only cney It is generally thought that in a century
in which religious belief has congidcrabl; weakere d, the religims
basie of entisemitiem does not exist any longer, Or exists only among
ecertain orthodox circles, That is an erroneous statement. The reli-
gious indoctrination is at the root of almoet every gentlile's anti-
semitism.

The greatest €ategory of people for whom the accusation of

j‘l deicide holds true is objiously the majority of the orthedox Chris-

| tians. Since they faithfully believe in the Gospels, they necessaril)

| hold the Fews responsible for the crugifixion. Now, &8 it has been
judiciously observed, the Jew hes no right to ask the believing Gen-
tile to question the veracity of the Seriptures. What he can do, ne-

| vertheless, is to ask him td be consistent with the Christian beliel

{n human brotherhood and remember the last words of Christ: " Father

forgive them, for they do not know what they do." A true Christian

[ mﬁ at the same time believe in universal fraternity and yet

| look at the Jews, as a whole, with hatped or contempt.Prominent mem-

bers of the clergy have realised that want of logile in the behaviour
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of a considerable Christian mbnority end have eought to make dup.
However, this attitude remains very likely to be faund.

Another channel through which the religious influence Las
largely contributed in creating an antisemitic prejudice is children'
education. "The Jews are the only group, says Louie Goldirg, (and tLhe
only grouy, sbove all, with which the ordinary persoﬁu likel;y to
come into contact) who are sirgled out adversely, for cenm re and for
obloquy, in the education and training of the ordinaky childe...all
too often it is taught in school, it is repeated in conversation, it
ie proclained from the Pulpit, it ie reiterated in readings from tue
Gospel, it is echoed in literature, that Jesus Christ was killed by
"the Jewse", that is, that "the Jews" were responsible for the greatest
of all crimes in history."(1)

Now the Sunday-school teacher is not very much liable to
tell the child that serious doubts are being raieed about the historic
truth of the Jewieh crime, He will not tell him that the men who were
suspected and who were in power at thet tice were a small minority
of Romenised Jews shoroughly unrepresentative of their comtem yorariss.
He will not strese the fact, above all, that the alleged offence, if
it wae done at all, took place twenty centuries ago. No hint of theee
truths will ever be given to the eiild who will consequently believe
in the Jewish sin with all the candour and faith of childhood, and
will not be led to differentiate between his litile Jewish playmaies
and the contemporaries of Pilate.

At the age of seven or eight, the child is "an antisemite
in wmbryo."(ii) when he grows up, he may become a sceptic, or a free
thinker. He may reject all the religious comvictions which were im-

{n him. But the antisemitie prejudtce will not die out. It

- A e e W i il - mddh e OA
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will be transformed into another prejudice, more fitting into the
contemporary scene. The Jew will become for him, either an anarchl
or a labour-sweater, or & cunning usurer. He will remain an indi-
vidual towards wvhom hatred or contempt is felt, for one reason or
enother.
It ie not here the place to attempt a refutation of the

leged crime which has ceused to Lhe Jews, throughout all h# tory,
{innumerable sufferirgs. It is nevertheless necessary 1o point out
the definitely eceptical at. itude taken by the scholare who have
sought to Tind out if the christian accusation could stand Lhe
test of historicel eri iciem, scholars among whom Wae the late
Prof. Guigneiert, lecturer on the history of Christianity at the
Sorbonne. To some, this ecientific inquiry, made in a truth-seekiny
spirit, would be found heretical. For those who would etill belie-
ve in the Jewish culpability, I would quote the words of Renan,
who himself held euch a belief for good. He writes : " Selon nos
{dées modernes, il n'y a nulle transmission de démérite moral du
pére au fils; chacun ne doit compte 2 la justice divine gue de ce
qu'il a fait. Tout juif, par conséquent, qui souffre encore su=
jourd'hui pour le meurtre de Jésus, a droit de se plaindreécssecse
cenesHElas, id feudra nlus de dix-huit cents ans pour que le sang
qu'il va verser (le Christ) porte ses fruits. En son nom, durant
des sidcles, on infligera des tortures et la mort 4 des penseurs
aussi nobles que lui. Aunjoufd'hni encore, dans des pays gqui se ci-
gent chrétiens, des pinalités eont prononcées pour des aélite re-
ligleuxessssseSi, au lieu de poursuivre les Juife d'une haine aveu-
~le, le christianisme efit aboli le régime qui tua son fondateur, "
( 1'intolérance, & laguelle il est fait plushaut allusion,)
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"combien i1 efit $té plue conséquent, combien 11 efit micux mérité

du genre humaini" (1)

Ve have therefore seen hov, whether they believe or not in
the religious accusation, themajority of the Gentiles are prejudicec
against the Jew since their early childhood, and we have referred t«
the transformation of the prejudice into a different one, owing to
cha ges in the contemporary scene. Now, the main leadirgpfactor or
our time, in ‘eace afd even more in war-time, the typical factor of
the present shilosophbal outlook, i& economic 8. Therefore, it is not
surprising that one of the mdin aspects of mocern anticemitis: be
economie .

We live under a regime of competitive economy.kvery one
of usy in order to meke a living, has to compete against his neighe
bours. And if, as is here the case, one feels towards some of one's
neigh-bours either gealousy or hostility, one finds one's gelf wron-
ged by an unfair competition. That is what often happens between Gen
tiles and Jews. The former believe that they live in a world of thei
own, and that they should be favorised as compared with their Jewish
fellow-citizens.

This animosity &l ready exists in time of prosperity.le wi
see in a later chapter how the naturel talents of the Jews were deve
loped and how they were perfected through the long life struggle the
had to lead for survivalj how they became clever because the clever-
less Jews had no aliwmtivo to decth and persecution. Intelligence
develops along the lines of want,sa;s modern ps;chology. The case of
the Jews i typical of the m le.

y vie de

: «238
(1)Erneet Renan.- Jésus. na. "
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Thus, the Jews developed ability in making a livirg. The ave-
rage citizen thinke there is something unfair about that. Oneoften
hears him camplaining; " of course, I don't dlslike Jewe....But, you
know...They are awfully clever and get on..The majority is well off
and don't seem ‘o work hard."(1) or "They always make it taeir bu-
einess to get ahead and they pop up from nowhere. They etart with
nothing and end up rieh." (11) This is 2 kind of obeervation one
very often hears.

When lnis unsympathetic attitude is obeerved in a period of
economicprosperity, what if a erisie happens | The latent prejucice
vhich lgys in the Gemtile's heart becomes conscious and even violent.
Every job held by a Jew 1s 2 job the unemployed Gentile could nold.
The greengrocer aroind the corner is convinced that were it not for
hie competftor Cohen, he would have more customers. He would not
dream ressoning in the same way about Lis fellow-Gentilee.But & fee-
ling he has that the Jew is where he ie " on sufferance and not Yy
right", to reverse Mr Churchill's phrase, leads him to find the
Jewish campetition "unfa {rn,

What would be the situetion under & regime of non-competitive
éconony, and , as & matter of fact, what is the situation in the USSR?
Where there is neither individual stimulus nor individual chances
of profit, this animosity against the Jew should be non-existent
in the economic field.Whatever one thinks of the economic and peliti-
cal regime now in force in Soviet Ruseia, one must concede that col-
lectivism is bound, by its very theories , to bring the complete
eradication of amtisemitiem. Whether it has been successful or not

it)m w m. op eit. P+ lol
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till now cannot very easily be detérmined. What is nevertheless to
be kept in mind is that Russia is to-day "the onl) state which has
developed a theory end a programme calculated to deal with anti-sewi-
tism." (1) We will deel with the trisal in Birobidjien when examining
the attempted sclutions of the Jewish proklem.

¥We have, up to nowp attempted to explein entisemitism by
religious and economic causes.We lave purposely left for the end the
study of raciam, &8 being the most recent cause of antisemitism, and

the one vhich offers the most elaborated theory aluing at it.

Here is, in a few words, the essential of racist philosoply.
Human beings have different physiological characteristics according
to the race to which they belong. Races are clsesified along & hdée-
rarchical scale, according to the sum total of their physical ard
cultural charecteristics. At the top of the ecale stands tle Aryan
race, only,and et the bottom,the semitic race. The jeople oif the
VWestern democracies are of an inferior strata because of their mixed
origin. The Italians are mentioned as a non-Aryan, negroid people., The
Japanese who, owing to an unfortunate slip of the pen, were, up to
the building of the Berlin-Tokio axis, considered as "yellow monkeys",
are to-day duly recoginsed as "yellow Aryams."

AS regarde the Jews, they possese all the charucteristics of
an inferior people, physically, as well as mentdlly. They are inca-
pable of straight reasoning, they are vicious and disghonest, snd
have a natural inclination to betray their benefactors. Not only are
they incapadble of coping with the higher formms of civilization,but

(1).’.“‘!5“, op eit p.m
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they are a constant threat to it. They are a danger to eny society
in which they are tolerated. They pervert and defile all the activi-
ties in which they teke part.

A single attitude has to be adopted towurds Lhem, and tinds
is extermimations Tt is repeatedly emphasized in German speec.es and
broadcastings that unless the Jews ere wiped out from the fece of tje
earth, war, interra ional conflic.s, crises, and, ndeed, all the
evils of médern civilization will never disappear.

The racial theory, as elemeudary summarised abw e, was not a
creation of the year 1933. It ismuch older than that. To Christian Las-
een, Profeseor at Bonn,(1800-1%76) end Trnest Renan, the French writer
and historian (1%23-1892), belongs the fatherhood of the doctifne.
Although Renan, in the preface to his hietlory of the Semitic langua-
ges, warned the reader against an anti-semitic interpretation of his
book, it was he who provided 'he modern antisemite with his pseudo-ra-
tional weapons.

(By the way, it ies suitable to note tuat the termantisemitism
which has afterwards come to mean all shades of Jew-hatred, is used
by the expénents of the racial theory as the hatred of _he "semitie
race”. The term should have been, indeed, confined to Lhe racial mea-
ning, since & & connotation is none but ethnological.)

Thus Renan threw.the firet elements of the inferiority of the
Semites. "The Semites have never had eny camprehension of civilization
in tlie sense in whi h WE understand the wordy they were at no time
public-spirited. s sonot progressive....They 2 cked personal couragej..
Their moral ideal was different from OURS...They were selflsh, ehie=
fly negative, and altogether "une race Incompldte”.(i)

(1) The Jewieh Eneyedo new edition, 1926, on "Antisemitism®,
% I, p-‘éw ohias - ' |



43

wrhis spoken of a race that hes innundated the liberal and plastie
arts, science and philosophy, in & degree out of &ll proportim %o
{ts numbers".(1i) Among whom are Isaiah, Moses, Wenry Helne, Karl
Marx , Ricardc, Lombrogo, Freud, Rinstein, Bergeon, Spinoza, Mendel-
sohn and others.

Afta Renan, Gobineal and Houston chamberlain contributed 0
the rationalization of the racial cla: gifisation, until Alfred Rosen-
berg ultimatdly gave i1 lts present form. Hitler did not invent the
racial theor;, nor ¢4& he introduce antisemitiem in Germany. He
merely exploited both and, one must concede, in & Very mas terful
way, for the benefit of the Nezi stay in power.

One cannot attempt & gurvey of modern racism without dwel~
1ing on itse eradle, Nazi Qermarny. For, the recisl ideas, though not
newly-invented, are, as fer as lheir propagation in the shole world
{e concerned, "Mzde in Germany". Soy Hitler used the antisemitie
wesa on 48 a means of raieing the poral of the Cerman people. He
came to power at a moment when Cermery wae in & miserable g ituation
from all points of view. The Germans ned lost the war 1914-1918 .
They had been coneidered by the whole world as war-guilts. They nad
porne military occupation after the defeat.They .4 been humiliated b
by the lose of their coloniee. They had to peay huge reparations. In=
ternatiomally, they were desnised. The German morale was hope Les8ly
wrecked. Add to that the ecomomic erisis of 19:1 and the deflation
and you will have an slmost complete picture of the German eituation
before 1833. )

Tn 1933, Hitler comee to power. He reminds the Germans el

they are a superior race. He tells them of their noble past, and of

tiﬁdomrhpn. op city P08
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of the great future which lies before them. And, as some kind of ex-
planation ig needed to Justify their present misery, Hitler says: It
is the Jews.

I{ Germeny lost the war, it is becsuse it was betrayed
by the Germen Jews. If the Republlic rabed, it was Decause eome of its
members were Jews. Those inferior humen beirgs who carried & germ of
destruction wherever they went, had plarmed to ruin the Fatierlands
After tie colleapse of 1821, eome Ge;'mana were ruined, others made coO-
1oegal fortunes. There were Jews in both groupse. Fit Hitler drew publ.
atiention towards tle latter onl . The Jews had organised the egono=-
mic orieis in the vurpose of wreckkng Germeny, andeking & personal
profit out of her distress.

That is the type of speech which Hitler gave to the German
peopie. Tt is nou et all surprisirg the he wae eagerly listened to,
and the slowly tne morale begen to show signse of recovery. The reason
of Hitler's succesc is that he {centified hie political momement with
the age-0ld chmct.erieticl of the German people. In "the house that
Hitler built", Roberts ehows how !itler revived the idea of the
Nordie Volk, mainly based on two elemente: blood and soil; how his
entisemitic propaganda was based on the soclology of taboo of savages
tribee; how he exploited the netural pride of the Germans in farbid~
ding nix“ marriages and exterminating all the members of the raclal-
ly-inferior semitic minority.

This is not surprising st all. whet is astounding is the
extraordinary reaction of thewarld to such teachingss The theoxy vi-
 wified the ambition and Don-Quichotism inbarn in every man, and, in
spite of itsdbvious inconsistency, sroved surprisimly populary It
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did not matter tiat no ecientific srgument was laid at its basis. It
did not matter that so many mixings ad oecurred among ebhnological
groupe throughout history that no true race could be defined now.(ais
& matter of fact, the Aryen type has been derisively described "as
blond a8 Hitler, as 8lim as Goering, as tall as @oebels’') It Las not
mattered to the nations thet all of them vere held zs inferior to the
Aryan race (particularl; to the Arabe, for whom all the inferior gua-
lifications of the Jews a,.ply | ) citizens of all countries hLave en=
thusiastically upheld the recial theory, and s;mpathetically agreed
to thie rationalised antisemitism.

With thoee people who walk in the German patn in spite
of common ee¢nse, there is nothing worth arguing, wxcept thub one could
quote ihe famoue challenge of Anatole France : " If these people are
80 wicked, then why rob them? Cive them back tne Cod end the wivili-

zation you have stolen from them | " (i)

In spite of all the attempts at rationalieing it, anti-
semitism remaine a prejudice, whatever cause it eseems to follow lo-
glecally from., And, ae &ll prejudices, it very seldom dies out. One
has often the opportunity to meet the " some-of-my-best-friends-are-
Jewe- but " type of antisemite. He proclaime that he Ims nothing
agalnst some Jews, and then he immediately tries to justify & certain
animos ity that he hevertheless feele towards the group &s a wi ole.
"Whatever virtue the Jew has is stigmetised ae au vice, whatever fai-
ling he has- the product of centuries of oppression- is exaggerated
a8 & crime...0On the one hand, the Jews are to0o rich end live luxurious
vy endon the other... they are too poor and lover the standard of li-

gy ‘:'

'_ (4)Quoted by G.Pearlson, op eit pe291
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fe in their adopted country... on the one hand, thgy are too claever,
and will capture the @ tre state if they are not restrained... on
the othery... they are illiterate ad must be denied thg right of
asylum." (1)

The attitude of the prejudiced Gentile towards the Jew
is typlcall: 1llustrsted by this Talmudic fable/ A Roman . emperor
came to pess near 2 Jew who did not sslute him. le ordered his exe-
cution because of irreverence. The following day Le met & Jew who
did salute him. Me ordered hie execution becance of familiarity.

The antigemites who pretend te follow ratiocnal, elabo-
rated doctmined are not sirmgere with themseivesy They do not want
to co fess that they are led by feelings. Thoee feelirge can be
traced back in history, but that by no means alter their emotiomsl
neturel Certain lies are oropagated, and by dint of repetition are
mistaken for truthe. Here is wiat Hitler writes himself: " The very
enormity of a lie contributes to its successs.,. The masses of the
veople easily evccumb to it, as they cannot believe it possible that
anyone should have the Bmelees audacity to invent suen thingsee.
Even if the clearest proof of ite falsehood is fa thcoming, eomething
of the iie will nevertheless stick." (4)

Iet us examine some of "the lies which lave nevertheless
stuck" , let us review the main charges in which consist the Gentile
Justifications of antisemitism ee exposed now-a-days.

The main objection, among marny others, mace to tihe Jew
now-a-deys, is that of " Dual nationality." Whatever efforts have
been made for the »rogotion of cosmopolitanism, our contemporaries

21. I Cohen, op cit  p.281
) Mein Kampf, quoted Yy L Golding, op eit, p.l15
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are still far from feeling themselves "world-citizens". They &are
still wery nationally-minded. They look at the Jew with sugdieion
given that he owes allegiamnce to the Jewish people as well as to
the country of his birth. The argument seems, &t first sight, a
vell-fo unded attack of political ecientists. But wihen examined by
the unbiased student of history, with reference to the Mosalc law,
and to the Jewish records in the various countriesof the world, it

loses all its valldity.

In feck, the Jewish religion, wiich requests from svery
Jew faithfulness to his own people, requests from him as well lo=-
yelty to the country where he lives. Here are & few Lassages from
the Jewish Holv books where euch a commendment can be found 3

Jeremieh says: " Seek the welfare cf the clty whither I
have banished you, and pray on ite Lehalfl unto tuae Lox;d; for in ite
welfare shall ye farelwcll.“ (1) In the beok of Semuei, in that
of Bccddsiastes, in the Proverbs, are recomuendations to serve the
gountry and the King. The punishment of death is to be applied in
case of disrespect to God, but to the ¥ing as well.

In the Talmd, which was written at a time wihen Jews were
already scattered in the Diaspora, recommendedions of patriotism are
met with every now and theni " Rabbi Samuel laid down the prinei~-
ple: 2 The law of the country ie the law"«.. Rabbl Jose zlso states:
" The laws of the country, even if wrorg, must be obeyed:".ecesees
Honor o rulers is commanded, ae rebellion sgainet govermment is
d.nricd,' and all scts for 'he mblic welfare are lauded...One is

~ allowed to break the Sabbath to defend one's eountry... The whole
m of Talmudic thought on\ this subject is {indiceted insuch pas-

1 i
¥
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A\ Tevemiah. YYTY (7)



sages a8 : " let the interests of tie olace in which you dwell be
You own«"..s and, " Pray for the heppinese of the ¥ing, to the end

"
that amrehy be not estabhished." (1)

The argument of the antisemites 18 not that the Jew is not
& patriot. Worse than that, it states that by his very allegiance to
the Jewleh people, the .Tew cannot be a patriot. We have seen by a
hort reference to tie Eible and the Talmud the invelidit: of sueh
& etatement, On the contrary, is a good Jew only Le who obeysthe pre-~
cepte of the lawe. and therefore " prays for tle welfare of the king-
dom." The Israelite who does not follow this precept is a disloyal
citizen, and a didloyal Jew as well., In his " Bthics of Judaism" ’
Moritz lazarus epitomizes tlLe emphasis laid on good citizensnip by
the Jewish religious leaders: " Judaiem commande the conseientous obe
servance of the laws of the state, respect for and obedl-nce to the
government. It therefore forbids rebellion agaimet governmental ore
dimances and evaelon of the law. Judaism commands the promotion of
the welfare of one's fellow men, the service of individusls and coam=
munitiee in accordance with one's ability." (4i1)

Some will yvet argue that the ohjection ie not made to the
religion of the Jews, but to their Jewish nmaticnality. That isperfec~
tly right. But, on tueone hand, the Jewish natim alist is not, by de-
finition, & ti-religim s, He may still follow the Bibliecal precepts.
Moreover, Jewish nationalism has been g0 intimately connectedwi th re-
ligion thraighout history that it cannot be separated from it.

253 On the other hand, the nationalist by no meane fails his

(1)Quoted by the Jewish Eneyclopedia, on Patriotiem. Vol IX p 562
I
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commtry in helping the foundation of a Jewish naticnal home. AS
long as he is read to serve his country, as long as he tukes part
in ite economic, political and cultural life, a& long ae he goes %o
war when that country is to be defended, there is nothing in his
TJudaism which hindere his patriotiem ary wmore than bis. fellow-citi-

zens'.

Tt is ver: interesting to note, with reepect to tide peint,
the observations made by Dr Ternerd Joseph, a prominent political
scientist as well ss a distinguished Zionist lezder, in hise book
on " Nationality." The world is no more composed of nation-states,
says Dr Joseph. ‘“everal nationelities are liable to te found in
the same state, The existence of such & guestion as Dual nationa-
1ity comes from the confision which exists between loyalty to the
state, and loyalty to thenation. There ie no ground "for suppoeirg
that in a multi-netional state there is occasion for confliet bet-
ween national and etate lovalty. A oroper apprehension of the fun-
damental distinction between the conception of m tional ity and

stete will make it clear that 2lthough both are in & sense inter-
commected, they are actually quite independent of eeach other and deo
not in any way come into conflt t. The one concerns iteelf with
the politieal manifestatioms of the group life, tae other with the
relatiomehip between the individuals of the grow in their personal
life, their eulture, origine and traditions. Being loyel to one's
nationality impliee the recognition of one'e historieceal pasty and
one's affinites, which is & state of the mind that does not call
for any actionj being loyel to one's state implies the active par-
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tieipation in the conduct of theaffaire of the state &nu in ascuring
1t freedom from outside interference. These material tiings are of
1ike corcern to all the citizens of the state of whab:ver natimality
for they sssure the possibility of leading a peaceful life within

&n organised community." (1)

Further, he writes: "Periha.e '.e best illustration of the
proper relutic?ship between nati nality anc the state is taat affor-
ded by the at.itude of the Jewiel natlonality to tle stéte. Scattera
throughout the comtries of the world tae Jews retaln Lueir own natie
nelity, edhere tc théir nationsl treditions and eulture, ani arganize
their own communzl life in accordance with Jewlsh custom end tradl-
tione At the same time, they teke paert In tlhe ,overnuental functians
in the different states in whlch they reclde and sre loyal citizens
of tlioge staotes. Their conception of metionellity divorcee 1l comple-
tely fpoom the:rstate. " (1i)

mven when this question has been ut in the true light, ob~
jection is made on the ground that & etate 1le stronger wien ite in-
habitants form & single nationality. At first eight, the objection
seeme well-founded. On secord thmglhte, 1t 1s not as comvincling
That is whaet JLord Acton thought of it: " The presence of diilerent
nations under the same sovereignty, he writes, is sgimilar in itse
effects to the imie endence of the Chmmch in the state. It provides
againet the eervility which flourishes under the shadow of a sirngle
authority. by balerneirg intereete end multiplying aseoc latime. It
promotes independence by foming definite groupsof public cpinion

MH'gaJuoph.- Hationality. London, 1920. p.J27
Pedd0



61

and by affording a great source and centre of political sentiments...
The co-existence of several natlomns under the same state is & lest,
as well as the best gecurity of ite freedom. It indicates e state of
greater advancement than the mationel unity which is the ideal of
modern Tiberallem. The combination of different = tim s 1n one state
is as necessar: a coniition of civilised life as tie combinatiin of

men in society." (1)

Theresfore, the whole argument against tne Jew's duml
nationelity does not hold true. To Dr .Toseph's obeervations, I yould
add thet even if the .Tew feels himeelf a mewmber of the "nation" in
which he lives (by =ntitheeie to the "state"), hie situation is not
hampered by his Tewish natiormlity, given that his two loyalties re-
quast from him distinet @uties. What if the two come to & clash 7
There is no rule for that case. Racl individual ecte according to
the esption he is most subject to.

The charge made againet the Jew is composed of two
parts: The Jew cannot be aloyal citizen in the country of hie birthg
secondly, the Jew has not been a lo al citizen. Duphasic has been laid
on purpose on therefutation of the first part of the etz lement be-
cauee it seemed essential as basis of the discussion, end Lecause of

fhe interest the argumentation offered.

About the past record of the Jew, onehasonl; L0 run
over a history book to get aequainted with ite mature : An American
roll signed by a lorg series of prominent nemes, led by Woodrow Wile

_ son, former President Taft, ¥illiem Pryan and Cardimal §'Connel

ik .

it
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© (4)1ord Acton.- Ristory of 1iderty.p.269
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read ag followe : " The loyalty and petriotism of our fellow citi=

zens of the Jewish faith is equel to that of @y pert of our ,ecple,

and requires no defeﬁce at, mr hamds. "rom the foundation of this

Republie cdown to theWorld Wer, men and women of Jewish ancestry and

Tdth have taken an honoreble part inbuilding up this great nation

ané maintaining its preetige and honor smong the nations of the wegiél

Theodore Roosevelt wrote : " Prom the day of the founding of the

Re ublic, we have had no strugyle, military or eivil, in waich there

have not been citizens of Jewish faith who played en eminent ,art

for the honor 4nd credit of the nation.” (11)

In Lie "Essald de politijue ¢t de itLéralure", Pre-
vost-raradol vrites: " Ce large et irrévocalbe bienfait Ce la Révoe
lution Francalee a2 eu cet heureux résultet (u'il n'y & gudre parmi
nous de meilleurs citoyens, d'nommes plus sttachés aux .riicipes de
notre droit eivil, plus dévouée au ,aye yue la .lupert des enfante
d'Israel.” (1i1)

There are inmumerable such testimonies given by out-
stunding political authorities, of «ll natione and ail times. HUwevem
nathing_inmore tedious than esuch en enumeration. The Jew does not
boaset of his lo alty to hie country. But, as Theodore Hertzl said 3

"Nous avone partout loyalement essayé d'eutrer Jans les colleeti-
vités nationeles cul nous envirvnnent... On ne l'admet vae. En vain
sommes-noue de sincéres patriotee, voire méme, dens difrérents ene
droits, d@'éxubérants patriotes; en vai: feisons-nous les mémee saeri
q«- en argent et en sang que noe comeitoyens; en vain nous effore

a0t hw&c Call, op eit.- p.260 |
:‘-"\ 5 :’.. i
) quoted by J Kaplan. Témoignages sur Israel dans la Rittérature \

R



chns~nous de relever la gloire ce nos patries respectives...Dand
ces patries o) nous habitone A4fA depuis des sidcles, nous sommes Ab-
eriés comme des étrangers. " (1) That is vhy we ure urged to open

the 0ld records and lay down the evidences of our good behaviourd

Kallen says very rightly ; " There las rerely been a time when
the truth about the Jews was so needful es an antidote to prejudice
regarding the Jews among both Jews cnd Gentiles. (11) The _.rejudice
1s so well-spread tunt, indeed, one can find suci Jews who confess
that it ie well-founded!

Apart from thie caallenge on loya ity, mary sre the churges
which bave been laid against the Jews. T will not dwell on those any
longer, becsuse tliey wlmost en:. irely repoce on biae, end against
bias, no argument can prevail. The Jeus are said to be weaciists,
isolationiete, midd®e ueny usurers, s lal-climbers, vile eople, am
above all, united in a great Internationale v ilch dn 1l the master
thip of the worldl The Jews have Goent t.elr life refuting like arg
ments. Anywa) , what appears i'rom a short survey of Jewleh nistory i
on the one hand, that theJew is what tLe worlid has nave him; and or
the olher, that the Jew is tired of being ever; where and always re-
gerded as a problem. Ye seeks & norme lisation of life which would
him quedt and liverty. " There &hould be one place in the world, &
God's wide worldn, aceording to Dr Veizman's expressicn, where the
Jew eould live his own life, withoug meking #t up or having to jus
fy himeelf. Perhaps he would not achieve great deedsy for this is
not‘ the point. He would only try to be happy in hie own way; that
- mostly what he yearns after.

I}&»M Juif.- Parie 1926 p.60
~ (14) Zioniem and world politics.- lLondon- 1981 p+VIII
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It would be euitable now %0 bring the arguzent to & nead. We
have attempted above to meke & classical amalysie of atiecemi tiem,
and we apregiated the part played in it by prejudice, and Lk
played by envy or morbid m*iurmlia. For this eseay to be a real
gurvey, ve oug.‘tto say & word anout ihe new interpretations whien

have been letely made of anti-Jewis ! hatred.

To begin with, therc is jaurice Samuel's ppi.ilosogiical ine
terpretation of Antigemitiem in his book " The greal hatred " of
which Thomns Menn seigy " A valuable wea.on for everyone concerned
with defending the foundations of our western, “hristien morality."
samuel develops in hie book & sirgie ldeey melnly, wihich is tue
followirg: Antipemitism , whatever forme 1t may take, in whalever
country it is displayed, 1s, either conecisuely or noct, Lhe hatred
of the non-force Tudeo-Christian ildea. The {foliowers of tie Iorece-
philoeophy, or at least & small minority oi their leaders, lLave rea=
1ised the danger of the non-force Jewleh ideology. Thle lueology is,
ag & matter of fuct, Christian as well. Dut, as they cannob oppose
rhiristianity to the extent ﬁhe;,' have oo osed Judalem, (though they
have openly opposed Christianity as well), und &8 the Jews were the
inspirers of the chilosoply tacmeel @8, they are the Ones wao are
attaacked.

There ie a great ceal of truth in thet. The great intise~
mitie leaders have seldom been gincere, underetancing Christians.
1 do not mean here that every one of them grasped hie gpontaueous
: pceﬂ. vefore Jewleh ideology. The few who grasped that fact Ppopw

MM their il1-feeling in order to make 1t accessible Lo the
illp wblio- sut the authors of the foree-philosovhy themsel ves



understood the danger. nid not the propagation of Nietzche's philo=
sophy correspond to a non-religious tide wiaich soon spread over
surope 7 Treud graeped the neutralleing effect that the force-idea
had on the Judeo-Taristien philosophy , and he wrote in "Moses" that

antisemitiem was the hatred of christianity.

The guestion srises 1 But why ie the amti-genitic propa=
genda of such a cheep quality ? Semuel answers that the a ti-semite
who wents to annihilate tie carriers of Jewish Etiics at all cosus,
ig indeed afrald of the “judeo-Christian I alning® whici he has
fimeelf had in bie infance. He therefore resorte to the nore dlis~-
gustirg nublieity, in order to 1um.en hig own corecianpe.

The opposition of anti-semitiem to the rounde tion of a

Jewish national Home 1is explained in the light of the same im@rpre=
tetion. For, if antisemitic leaders were once Zionlete, oe Hertal
foresaw they wonld be, they finally rejected the Ziomegt eciutiens
Why 7 Becauee the reconnection of the Jews with the ralestinian eet~
ting would give birth to another aspect of the right-philosophys

The first connection of the teraelites with Palestine ga\ic to the
world Jewish Bthichs and the Mosaic lawj the second gave Christiani-
ty. What if they were comnected a third time with the same land |}

T™his interpretetion is a very appealing one, &nc if antise-
mitiem cermot be ™illy explained hy this sortentiyn, at least & new
light ie thrown upon ite analveis.

T.Rennap, in hie study of wpatigemiti gnend the Jewlsh ques=
tion®, fenm the s:me argumentation, though on the ponuéu plane
3 ‘Mml' tohim, " antisemitism has always been the weapon of reae-
timry forces, and the very fact that witler's new order supports
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iteelf by entieemitism organised on & scale hitherto unknown Lo lile-
tory ie emeasure of its character." (i)

samuel's contention, thaagh, bairng kept on the vhiloeooniecal
ground, remains & more important iesue for the gtucent of hB tory,
Indeed his conclusion on the vroblem of antisemitlier. i most iateres-
ting. The poblem of antisemitism is not a Jewich Jroblal 4 he Bays.
Moreover, it ehould not be confused with 2 The Jewish problem ", wiidh
deals with "auto-emancipation" and tle moral regefation of the Jewe
An isemitism is a world-gseue because 1's co/seguences ure more L=
portant tlan n&tia:ul, Jewieh issues. The Jews are presently the only
vietime . Dut the herm which is done i universals. " The ein of the
Jews, vrites Samuel, Lzs been tle same ae the ein of Llle Christiens,
nemely, the fear of placing tle ilssne on the level tb which 1t Lelongs
I have met not so mich with disagreement ae with a Lorrified varnings
" pDevare of making us tie centre of the vworld -roblem.! Beware of
admitting that this war ie what the antisemites claiu it is, nemely
a Jewish war "... Put because of Chriet the Jew, thie ls a Jewi
war, though in the very opnosite eense of what the Nazil-Fascists

o

mean. " (1i1i)

The attitude adopted by the Jews 11#‘131&.11;{ antisemitiam
is false. When they fought Coughlinism in America, tlhey saould no%
have attempted to refute Coughlin's " unorovable and therefore undis-
proveble seurrilities.(111) They should heave openly fougnt Coughlin
a8 a threat to America's good health end to civilization. Decaouse
lnti.“m.lt!.- i & eicknesewhich vitiates human relatlcreuip, it de

e op Q‘.‘w P21
@ Samuel.- The great hatred. London, 1643. p.1&b
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on that issue only that it ought to be fought. The Jew &hould not
plead for himselflp but for the world's health which i& &t stake,.

Let us note before cloeirg, the soclalist interpretation of
antisemitlem which hes gained muech ground recently. Among the mate-
rialists preveile the ides tiat the onl; cause of antiseni t.iazz}h
the tearing of the Tews from the yrouucing trades, centuries agoe
Jewe have got accustomed to work in thes finishing industriesonly,
never in the baslc ones. They hLéeave bheen tlherefore dicplazced in moe
dern soclety by th: other workersy hence the relationsiip of yroducers
Lo parasites.

The idealistes smong thie soelulists in.e a mare ciaborated
theory. Acgording to them, antigemitiem leg &« .roduct of class~-society,
They stress the Jewish connection with money, and ¢Xplain it as the
charactsristic method of exploitation of bhourgeois society. Tue ca=-
pltalist eystem promotes confliete end dissetisfactio-a wadeh are

aduirable corditions for antisemitism to flourisis

The troudble with those different intermretaticns ie that
they are zll very exclusive. They do not admit the existence of any
velid factor but tie one emphasized by them. What holds good yhowever,
1s that there iz a cert2ain deal of trut. in every cne of tiem. Anti-
semitiem is not the exclusive product of the espitalistic regimey but
to the extent to which eapitalism ie the source of eriees, it ie res~
pongible for the oromothon of antisemitic feelirgs " A men nas hallu-
einations when he is hungry" cornfirme the feet that artisemitiem is

l eign of skokness., Man is more inelined to illefeeling towards a
mthn of himanity when he is weak, poor, or insecure.
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The conseqguences of the differently-interp eted srdvwidely
spread antisemitdem ere weighty : rom the intermtional point
of view, it is, a8 we have stressed it sbove, a e;mptom of sick-
nege and insccurity.

On the otler hand, as far aspsychology 1s cuncerned, it hae very
mich weakemed the bellef in the efficucity of ecucaticn ln rubbing
out pro,judice.' Inmumerable end relizble refutatiom of ati-Jewish
chargee have been found out, &nd et antieemitisn grows stronger e-
verydaye. In e ite of historical volgaristtion and indeed of camaon
cenge, tue twentieth-century hes experienced tiat prejudices die

Lard.

As far as the Jewish world is conderned, corit.empor-ary history
has proved that tie emscipation of tie Jew is novhere secure. This
etatement has been comsidered exaggerated by eople vio avold fre-
quent referencee to the Cerman catastrophe on the ground that it
is only an accident., I do not want to engage here in & dlscussion
on déterminiem, but what is hisory if not en interrupted series of
such accidente 7

On the other hand, tae spread of amti-Jewich fedirgs and mea=
sures have hasd the other corrolary of strengthening Jewish conse
ciousness. Jews, unless they are cowards, cammot help now-a-days
feeling a wave of solidarity which bringe them to help their fel-
low-Jews in distress. The reader may have obsepved thot, during thic
sltort survey of antisemi: ism, reference to conerete German or

Polish atroeitiee has been purposely ommitted. Though, the writer

s will be sllowed to relate one case, for the sake of confimming the



tragedy of a situaticn too often disregarded. The caee I want to
refer tole hat of the 5/5 Struma.

" Yhen life was made completely imuoegible for Jews in Rue
mania, in the autunm of 184l... the news that the "Strme", a 1l80-
ton cattle bout, was to saill found ewift currencys...The Runanian
minietry of labour put obe'acles in the wvay of the salling. but
eventually the "Struma" left Congtanza on rFridey, December 1lzth
1941ls¢¢s Very eoon it ntecame clear tLat the engime wag 0ld eees
In the Bosphorus the engiwe fallede...2nd the boat wae unable Lo

make any further Jrogress,

The boat cerried 76¢ paseengers, including 70 chilupen undes
1: and 250 women....Arrived at Istambul, neither tLe crew mor the
pecsengers were zllowed to come in contect with anyone outside the
boatessss The refugeee soon learned thet they would not be permitted
to disembark so as to make treir way overlanc to Pelestin@escvsee

The readar will have inferred whay happened. The $hip, ture
ned back towards Mmmania owilng to the re”usal of the Palesiine au
thoritiee to admit these on board, blew fip - by the act, it is
believed, of the pagsenrers, who preferred deatn to return. It
msy be mentioned that the concession permitting the c.ildren under
16 to enter Prulestine arrived too late - after the suip hac gome
owne" (1)

I quoted the sbove-mentioned case because I believe thet
~ facts ghould be more widely-knowm. I& i$ from & lack of knowledge,
i m Witfemct t.hnt the world haes remained .:n.uivo vefore
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“The Qérman, or-the central Buropean tribunale 7 .,ho will pay for

the Vietims of the Struma 2 Thgy coupitted sulcide, bul were the)

“not” victimg: of Nazil tyraany ? Toe question is no V_q\orc'o‘m'l of 1

¥

Timid proteste were mace by lLiberal cuinion ageinst the m 8
persecutions. Put the Jews have unfortuinately ndiced tiat tuay we
far from being unanimous. Anyway they remained only Jrotests. Tae
vietime of anti-Tewish persecuti ne ( who are by no means Lhe vie-
time of the war) , found in the world indifference, or even symg
pathy towarde the tyrant. At bhest, they Lave called forth a paselv
wave of plty. Humerous are the individual Gentiles vio raided thed
voices against that dnjust end unhunan treatment. Ko of ficial mea~-
cure was taken whatever, " It is a de;ressing comeideration the
vhereas tueye were great public ppotests in Englend and America
fifty years before, at the time of the Ruselan oulrsses, and a hun-
@red years before, &t the time of the pereecutions in Syria, end
whereas &g long ago as 1744-& the Covermmenis of England and HOl=
land and Demmerk successfully protested agaisst the maltreatment of
the Jews by the Empress Meria Theresa, from 1033 onwards no more

7 Moﬁtbh offidisl voice was heard tian the timorous muruurings

efa few religious bockes. " (1)

(1) 1 colding, op eit.



" Thus seith the Lord, which giveth the
sun for a light by dey, and the ordi-
nances of the moon &nd of the stars

62 for a light by night, which divideth
the sea when the waves thereof roar;
If those ordinances depart from be-
fore me,saith the Lord,tien the seed
of Israel also shall cease from
being a naticn before me for ever."

Jeremiah XXXII,30

THE JEWS.

Bhat are the Jews 7 Believers in a same faith, mem-
bers of a distinet nation, or soms of an aldef race 7 Religion,
nationor race have called forth lengthy discussiors concerning
the Jewish group. It has been indisputably stated that Judaism
was a religion. Purther more it has been admitted that the Jews
were ethnically distinet. We do not mean by that that they are
a racial entity by themselves. That is doubtful. They are consi-
dered distinet because of their pertaining to the Semitie race,
that being true to the extent to which the genral class ification
of mankind into unmixed races ie right.

The point which has been the moet vexed one during
the last centuries amd which has remained, up to now, the sub-
Jeet of fiery discussions among Gentiles and Jews alike is that
of Jewish nationality. Are the Jews of to-day still members of
a Jewish nation, or are they not ? Some argue thet the Jews were
@ nation up to the congquest of the Jewish state by the armies
of Titus, but that thet have ceased to be one ever since. Some
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others maintain that the Jewish nation has never ceased to
exiest and shows more and more eigns of vitality ever; day. On
the other hand, a notigceable section of the Jewish population
is striving to prove tuat Judaism is nothing more than a set
of religious dogmes and practises, being convinced that, in so
doing, they will succeed in throwirg down the anti-Jewish char-
ge of dual allegiance. lowever, one fact is certain : The exis~
tence of a Jewish nation, whatever may be sald for or ageiost
it, remains unaffected by views of its desirability.One must
beware of arguments dictated by emotion rather than by aistori-
cal facts. The fact that certain prominent Jews have refused
to acknowledge their membership in tie Jewish nation le too
of'ten taken ag & proof of the non-existence of the salu nation.
Such arguments are momore valid than ary other eubjective con-
siderations. Though the study of nationality is connected with
that of subjeetive longinge, the personal appreciation of cer-
tain individuals cemmot be of a decisive weight in the conelu-
sion of the discussion. Only by an unbiassed and methodical
study of the eamly origins of the Jewish natinality, by an ana-
lyeis of ite various elements and their appearance throughout
the ages can we attain a decisive conclusion about the state
of that nationality now-a-days.

This discussion is not only an interesting theore-
tical argument. It is decisive in the understanding of lhe Jes
wish probles and therefore of its solutions Whetheér tue Jewisu
problem is one of a homeless mation or not will prove a vital
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item in the later justification of Zionism, and, so far, of Ter-
ritorialiem as well:. A etudy of the existence of the Jewish na-
tion is, consequently, an indispenseble preliminary to a com=
prehensive Judgment of Zioniem,as to all ghe otner solutioms
proposed as final cures of the Jewish quo.stion.

let us go back to the origine of the Jewish na-
tion. We are not going to try and prove that the Jewieh nation
existed once. No one denies it. What we are going to do is to
show by a etudy of the origins and early evolution of the Jewish
nation that natiomality was never conceived as a distinct ele~
ment in early Jewish history but that it was intimately mingled
with the concept of Judaism as a religion and that threughout
all history, it was never separated from it. That will not bring
t0o us an academic satisfaction only. If the existence of a Je-
wish nation was impiled in the Jewish religion at the time of the
Prophets,it must still be so implded mow-a-days, eince the re-
ligioue dogmas of the twentieth-century Jew are hardly diffe-
rent from those of his Biblival ancestors.

In the early development of society, each tribe
woreghipped a GCod &f its owni The tribal deity was one of the ele-
ments of the group-consciousness. Ites fate was the fate of the
mp'd, When the tribe was subjugated by a stronger one, its God
was subjected to the God of the victorious tribe. When Christian
monotheism was spread among the European tribes, the univercal
God came as an important rival of the tribal deities, therefore



hostile to the tribal allegiance as well. Religion therefore
chashed with early nati.nalism, and wher-e the former gained
ground, the latter was weakenad. Further more, the Bible,
béing taught by the Church, became associated with it. And wher
the secular influence got free play, the knowledge of the Eible
was hindered. The Holy Seriptures became the religious iittera-

ture par excellence, as opposed to the purely national cultures.

As far as the Jews were concerned, the progressive evolu-
tion whe absolutely different. To Pegin with, the Bible repre-
sented for them The National book , as well as the book of the
Divine Commandments. It told their history, hailed tieir natio-
nal heroes, and through the mouth of their leaders, proclaimed
the election of the Jewish people.

On the other hand, the transition from a tribal to a Uni-
versall God did not provoke, with them, a clash between religion
and mationality, because monotheism wus not imported to them all
elaborated from without. It appeared as the result of & slow,
internal evolution following tie lines of mational deve Lopment.
Bding thus the fruit of a smooth transformation, monotheism ap-
peared as an inherent part of the life of the Jeople, a6 a mat-
ter of fact, as ite climax,

Numerous are the passages of the Bible which whow that
the God of Tsrael was primarily conceived as a tribsl Gody ha«
vingk neme of His Own, and related to the Jewish tribes in the
Same vay as the other tribal deities stood in relstiion to their



respective tribes. The only difference was this. When the Jewish
tribes fell, thet® God did not fall with thems Jehovah remained
their omnipotent God even when they were subjected to their
stronger neighbours. Jehoval was Almighty end Eternal. He pro-
tected the Jewish people who were in bondsge. He would deliver
them from the hands of thelr persecutors. That 1le why the peo-
ple of Israel could not die. They would be always freed and
etrengthened by their Cod who would never 'ail them.

Refore comceiving God as UniVersal, the Jewieh peopde
econgidered 11im as Their God, the God of Israel. The fundamental
ereed of the Jew is 3 " Hear, o Israel; Jehovah is our Godj Jew
hoveh is One." Another evidence of the e¢lose connégtion betwaan
Cod aixd -thé Jewish-pacple dsthe-aifrerence between the Coritien
end the Jewish attitude towards the Creator. The Christians dq&-- ,
gider God primarily as Universal , His connection with Israel '
being but a preliminary stage in the procees of universal reve=
lation. Whereas the Jews consider God ae beirg primarily the
God of Israel, and afterwards the God of the Universe. Wahen
Christians recite the following verse: "I am the Lord thy God,
thou shalt have no other Gods before me ", they usually ommit
an intermediary senténce which they deem irrelemant, but wuiech
{ie vital to the Jews. The verse actually reads: " I am Jeloval
thy God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other Gods before me."(1)

(‘)m XX , 2
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Even when He has reached the degree of universality in the
Jewish coneeption, God remains the God of Isreel, the same One
who had elected the Jewich people and protected it all along ie
rieky trials, throughout all history. And the Jewish religious
dogmas etill retain a particular feature in that they remain
Statements about God as well ae about the Jewish people 3 The
belief in the Messiah, for instance, is a religious belief. But
it isalso the faith in the ultimste redemption of the Jewish
people. The revelation to Moses, on the other hand, is not
God's appearance to an individual as such, but to the spiritual
leader of the people, to give him the Commandments widech were
to reguddte the life of Israel, and to show hic the way to the
Promised Land.

Evidences of this kind could be given in great numbers.
Yet, the ones quoted are sufficient for our point to be made
clear; "Dogmes such ae these are not simple the articles of
faith of a churech, to which anybody may gain adyitianck by age
cepting themy they are the beliefs of a nation & out iss own
past and ite own future." (4)

If we go a step further in tle history of the Jewish
Seriptures, we will witnese the appearance of other religious
books, euch as the Michna, the Tel mud, the Shulhan Aruci.. Those
books were composed throughout a lorg period € time and have
@ great religioue value, Put they have a national value as well
because the incentive which led to their composition was prima-

(1) leon Simen.- suiilu in Jewish nat ionalism. lLondon, 1820,
Pe



rily the desire to wrecerve the entity of the Jewish people.
When the Jews were dispersed in the diaspora, they carried wit
them only the Bible. They had no state, no army, no flag, ne
government to remind them oftheir natioml life. It was there-
fore through the religious channel that natiomelias had to be
kept alive.Thus, a set of elaborated prescriptions connected
with all the circumstances liable to happen in human life and
based on the Mosaic law, was established. " These were given
the force of religious injuetions for the exprese purpose of
keeping the Jews thus remindea of tneir disti etive nat iocnal 1ty
and differentiating them from the nations amongst which they
lived. So wherever they went, they retaired their peculiarly
Jewish customs and were still Jews." (1)

The Jew had to remember that Le was amember of the Jee
wish people every day of hie life, taroughout all the actions
he performed. He befan his day by recal ing that Iereel was the
alect }.:co;:lo, in his morning preyer. He turned his 1ace in the
direction of the Foly Lend when at the Synegogue, and thus em-
phasised that there yWas the hope of his salvation. The post-
Biblicel Holy Books provided him with specific commandments
to follow through all nis life, and thus eucceeded in preservin
She existence of the people, as such, in epite o the discoura=-
ging conditions in the dispersion. The Jewish people, being de-
prived of all the normel attributes of nationhood, had therefor

(1) Dr Joseph. op cit Pe243



come to multiply the religiosprescriptiorns in order to safe-
guard at least the epiritual entity of the nation. I8 i8 because
the Tewish national spirit and culture appeared onl)y through
the religious channel that people began to think that the diffe-
rence between Jew and non-Jew wae nothing more than a religious
one.

An attempt hae been made in recent times to draw a line bet-
vween the practisee which were essentially religious and the ones
which were national. Ve find now-a-daye Jews ®lLO are nationaliets
without believing in the Jewish faith, ae well &s reformed Jews
who, though believing in the Scripturee, withdraw deliberately
from them 2ll the a'lusiore made to the Jewish nation. Doth atii-
tudes are false to the seeerce of Judaism, because in it, the
existence af God and that of the .Tewish nation are, &o to speak,
functions of each other. They are eo intimately connected that

one of them could never be comnceived to the exclusion of the ou-r

Having seen the pilcture of the Jewish nation meintaining
itself by mean-s of cultural and religious weapons only, we are
not surprised to find it an anomaly in the modern world. Given
that the mal n field where national life is displayed 1is usually
the statye, from that to infer that the Jewish nation does not
exist, there is only one step, very easy to take. "No state, no
nation", is & well-s-read axiom. Thus many a Jew will consider
himeelf a Frenchman, or a German of Jewish faith. Litterally,
this 48 right, yet incomplete. The statement should run as fol-
lows: " My state is France, my religion is Judaiem, and ny
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nationality, & Jew. " Of course, in perticular ceses, tne na<
tionality might be the French or the Englieh ome, lhe dewish
one being considerably weakened., But generally & aking, a

Jew is a Jew by his nistorical comsciousness, hils fellowsnip

to the Jewieh people, as much &8 by nis allegiance to the fddth
of Israel.

All the Jewish festivals, or the greatest part of them,
commemorate the delivery of the Jewish people from & foreign
yoke. The popular feast of Purim hails the spectacular annihile~
tion of NHaman, who came 10 symbolize thereafter the traditional
enemy of the Jews. Pas® ver, on the other hand, is & memory of
the exodus from Bgypt, the end of Israel's sufferdéngs under ihe-
rech. Ae & matter of fack, Paasover charscterizes sery well
the national-religious aspeet of Jewish Holy Deye. For, Lhe
whole ceremony of the "Seder", passover's night, recalls by all
{ts rumerous and teaditional details, the survival of the Jewish
people to its enemies, and the uitimate punisoment of the latter
by God. The ceremony ends with the words of "Next year to Jeru-
salem", words vhich may have losg their value of sincere Lope
in the mouth of mary Jews, but which, neverthieless, gpmbolise
the traditional longing of the people to be reconnected with
the Holy Lamd of Israel.

From the foregoing analysis, one cust eamelude that
the Jewish religion was never only & matter of theology. The ul=
timate proof of the ekistence of tre national epirit in the Je~
wish religion isthat, depréfed of its national elemert 8, Judalem
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would have no chence to live. The reformed Jews have grasped
that. They began by rejecting the national contentions of the
pible and by accepting among their dogmae only those which we-
re purely religious. They refused to admit the preeent exis-
tence of the Jewish nation and set the limits of thelr Judeism
around the religious eult only. A long time did not elapee,
thoggh, before they recognieed tLeir error. Many of the reli-
glous prectises became useless. The pious among the Reformed
Jews did not find in the liberal cult the religious message they
were aeking far. These and other facts convinced the liberals
of the artificiality of their behaviour. For Judaism can only
be alive ami flourishing in the hesart of the Jewish @ ople , as
a wholeé. It hag no salvation for the individual, similar to
that offered by the Christien church. It has & message for the
whole nation, and the individual Jew can find peace in it only

as & member of thet nation.

Speaking of the Mosailc law, Ahad-Haam, the philosopher of
Jewish natiormliem, writes: "All the laws have one...object;
the well-being of the nation. The lappiness of tue individual
ie not regarded. The individdual Israelite is trested as stan-
ding to the peonle of Israel in the relation of a single limbd
10 the Whole DOAY//dseesansranassssnsssssnssnssnsnsssnsonny +
One long chain unites all the generations, from Abraham, Isasc,
end Jacob to the end of time. The covensmt which made with the

- Patriarchs he keeps with their descendamtsjaend if tie fathers eat

sour grapes, the teeth of the children will be set on edge. For
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the people is one peopk throughout all ite generations." (i)

50 does lLeon Simon, in conclusion of a ecomparative stu-
dy between Hebraism and Helleni sm, writes " Hebraiem tends to
insist on the Hebrew nation se the médiating termm between {ts
individual members and the infinite, and for that reason the
Hebrew as individual is relatively incepable of achieving in
his own life the syntheeis of spirit and body, of attaining
eomplete harmorny &nd equilibdium, *(11)

On the other hand, if Judaism be only a religion, no a-
thelst could be & Jew. Yet some of the greatest atheists are
duly recognlsed by the world as being Jews; Einstein bdeing the
most prominent of them.The religious eriterion hus proved a
failure since a great minority of Tews are not faithful belie-
vers and still remain Jews by their culture or longings. It is
therefore wrorg to caisider Judaism as a religion only; it gae
thers a culture, a spirit, a historicsl past, which meke of it
a nationality es well.

In comclusion, aceording to the ststements made by
famous students of Jewish his tory , on the one hand, and follo-
wing the short survey we have made ourselvee of Judaiem, on the
other, the fact remains certain thst Jewish nationalism has ale
ways remained slive throughout its religious as well aeits cule
tural history. The survival of the Jewish nation does not, howe
éver, pertain to the world of miracles. If the people maintained

5 (1)Ahad-tlaam, Rsssys on Zioniem and Judaism. London 1922. p.8
(11)studies in Jewish nationaliem, op it p.36
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an existence aff its own during tuyjty-five centuries, it is

because of determined factors of its history.

On the one hand, the Tewish peop e has survived physically
because .ersecutionsvere never simultaneous througaout the glo-
be. They vere not the fruit of an internstionally concerted
action. Whereas a single Jewish community was being amnihila-
ted, the other communities could live almost peacefully, and
were not even aware of the sufferings of their brethren in a
distant pert of the world.

On the other hand,given the dispersion, the Jewish nation
had no centre tue destruction of which could have caused thet
of the whold people. During the gres er part of its history,
the Jewish people led the Iife of numerous and tiny cells un-
connected with each other. The different communities lived mostl
a provineial,as opposed to a national, life. Still, tals ano-
maloues situation had the advangadge of making the Jewish people
undestructible. All students of biology know the case of the
polypue which, when fut to several pilecee, does not die because
it has not got a centralised nervous system. The nervous centres
are spread all along the body and enable the cifferent cells to
live independently from the o hers.

S0 it is with the Jewish people. It has neither a poli-
tical, nor a cultural centre where the @ tisemite can Lit. Bach
tiny community is a epiritual centre whéeh will contimue to 1i-
ve and struggle by its own means even if it cannot depend on
the neighbourhood. And spert from the «aterial mesne, there a6y



74

above a2ll, the hope of an ultimate redemption. That is the real
strength Leaina the outward weakness of the people. The Jews ha-
vé no armies, no amaments to defend their nation, but they ha=-
ve the messianlc hope, the passionate belief that the day will
come when they will once again lead a normel life in tue regai-
ned mother land of their prayers. Tie messianic hope is sometimes
wrongly consiaerea as a utopla, a ramantic md vague longing of
whi te-bearded rabbis. Although during centuriee it remained in
the form of a dream too beautiful to came true, its influence on
the morale of the people, throughout all histoy y has never been
equalled. It helped the .Jews of the Middle-Ages to bear unaccoun=
table sufferirgs, it led twemtieth-century and well-%-do Jews

to leave the different countries where they lived and lead the
hard life of pioneers in the Woly land; in a word, it was The
hope which made the Jewish people endure the misersble life
which was ite lot ever since the destruction of the Jewish state,
with courage and an unfailing faith in the future.

The anomalm e position of the Jews duriig the ages made
them dpontaneously discard the oreeent, and turn to the put or
the future for more smiling perspectives. Thus they believed in
the messianic redemption. In the same way, they strengthened cone
siderably their historical consciousness.

The strange situation of the Jews having obliged them
to go back to history for a better understaniing of their case,
they have got aequatnted with the leng uﬂfnnu‘ul history of
their people. Now, rich of the glories of the past, and more es-
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pecially of the vieddsitudes that befell hie fellow~Jews during
the ages, the modern Jew firds his aloofness acce.tuated with
regard to his Gentiles fellovw-men. We finde his heritege 3mt.ly
different from theirs. On the conetrary, he draws nearer to his
fellow-Jews to whom & eincere bmd of brotherhood unites him.

The Jews have been originally connected with each
other by the state, ethnic parentage, and religion. To-day, the
factor which plays most in grouping them together is alstorical
consciousness. Memories of the past, pertaining to the domain of
culture, ethiecs, philosophy, on the one hand, folk-ways, emotdons
awakened by recalling stirring achievie:ts, on the other, all
that links together the people of Israel, and makes them counsciom
of their common nationality. That is how Dubnov explaing the ag-
tion of historical conseiousness ¢t " A long chain of historical
traditions is cast about us all like a strorng ring... In the
eourse of centuries, ae generation followed generation, similarie
ty of historical fortunes produced *l.ll of similar impressions
wiich have crystallised, and have thrown off the deposit that
may be called "the Jewish national soul", This is the soil in
which, deep down, lies imbedded, es an unconscious element, the
Jewish natiomal feeling, and as a coselous element, the Jewish
national idea." (1)

A & matter of fact, historical ties quicken all fee-
lings of nationality in general . But whereas in other cases,

(1) Jewish h’.m. op cit. p.28
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material bonds intensify that feeling and coucretise it, in the
case of the Jewish nation, the absence of material attributes
in the present make the influence of the past ones all the

more powerful.

In comclusion, what are the main elements which make
of the Jewish nation a live entity ? To begin with, we have
religion which provided the channed through which the Jews were
moulded together in the diaspora, and which is 80 intimatedy
gonnected with Jewish nationality that it becomes one of its
important elements, though not a sine qua non ca dition of it.
Tme diately afterwards comes h# torical consciousness whiach
has been thet "something common to us all, so camprehensive thai
in the face of multifarious viewe and degrees of culture it acts
as a consolidating force." (1) |

The third elament, which is the necessary conclusion
to be inferred from the sbove mentioned premisses, is the attach-
ment to Zion. The Jews have been followed everywhere by the me-
mory of the Holy land. Their attitude was the embodiment of the
ever-alive words of the Prophet 3 " If I forget thee, O Jerusa~
lem, may my right hand forge t its cunning." (i1) Though they
were early exiled, the Jews were never spiritually disconmected
with Palestine. Professor Zimmern sugpested that "if the Jews
ceased to feel a peculiar affection for Palestine or the Irish
for Ireland, they would cease to be a naetion ae the gipsies have
ceased to be a mation.” (i1i) Thus the allegiance to their mo~
! Dubnov, op eit, p.31i

d oXXXVII , 6/6
quoted by Dr Jonph op eit p.96
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therland, in spite of the abstract form it affected during
twenty centuries have bound the Jewish people Logether as in-
defedtibly aes a concrete motherland would have done. ™ Threugh
good and evil days alike Palesbine remained the desire of their
hearts. In the ease and esecurity of Andalusia hardly less than
in the gloonyu recesses of the “Yhetto, they stretched out tiheir
hard to Palestine, samg of it, prayed for ity wept for its fal-
len majesty, and petiently awaited the hour of redemption."(4)

Among the other faetors which developed the national
feeling were the Jewish culture, language, and t.radi%n. They
all made for a tightening of the national link. Pinally, oppres-
8ion end anti-semitism, acted, though in a negative way :They
rendered denationalisation uneasy, even impossible.

On the negative side of the picture, Jewish nationa-
lism lacks a state, a concrete politieal ecentre to whiech will
eonverge the cultural, spiritual currents of the dissgora. But
does it @eck 1t really ? Does the Jewish Jeople offer the example
of a nation which hes maintained iteelf without motheriend 7 No.
The Jewes on the contrary sre dn instance of a nationality indis-
80lubly bound to a motherland, so mueh 80 that up to twenty
centuries after the lose of that mot herland, the people still
live in the hope of its redempt ion.

Given the abm-duu-iud state of things, do the
Jews now-a~days satiefy the requisites of a nationality 7

(1) Stein.- Zionism. London 1925. p.26
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Profeseor Gooch analjses nationality ae follows. He saye

" The nation ie a epiritual entity. Thoggh neither the ocoupa=
tion of a defined area, nor community or Tace, language, reli-
glon, government or economic interests are irdispensable to
national self-comsciousness, each of these fmctors cmetitums

& powerful tie and tends to produce ti.e cohesiveness &nd solida~
rity in which the strength of nations recides. "(1) The Jews
possess those espiritual ties which make healtly and vigorous na-
tions. Given their sast and tie test of political scienee, no
doubt remaine whetever about the existence of their natiomlity.

Were we allowed to wake use of contemporary L tory,
we would add that the Jews have, through tueir unhes itating at-
titude towards the present gonflicy, displayed mce more their
existence as a nationality. It has been said that no nation wor-
they of the name could remain indifferent t0o an internstional eon-
fliet of the size of the present war. The Jewlish nation hag
brilliantly passed this new test in going o er the United Nations'
side since the outbreak of the confliet. I do not mean by that
that the Jews are to be praised because they unanimously hedile d
the All es. I only mean that they displayed m other manifesta-
tion of natiorhood in taking a united attitude when necessitated
by eircumstances. Many peoples who have been considered as live
nations have remafned up to now hesitant, trying , as it were,
to run with the hare anl hunt with dhe hownds y Whereas the Je~
wish communities in theuh ole world, and especially Palestinien

(1) quoted by Dr J‘iﬂ\lﬂ op eit, p. 312
!
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Jewry, have shown a dignified understanigng of the national res-
ponsibilites. "I thinik, therefore I am", Las been the moto of
the Jews up to nowj " I act comsciously, therefore I aam", might
be their moto in the future.

Before leaving the question of Jewlsh nationality, let
us quote lord Balfour's observations about ite urusual character.
Lord Bulfour wrote : " The poeition of the Jews is unigue. For
them , race, religion and country eme interrelated as in the cuse
of no other race, no other religion amnl no other country on earth.
In no other case are the believers in one of tue greatest reli-
gione of the world to be faund only among the members of a single
small people, in the case of no other religion is its past deve-
lopment 80 intimatddy bound up with tue long political ni story
of a petiy territory wedged in between states more powerful far
than it could ever bej in the case of no other religion are its
aspirations ana nopes expresses in language ard imagery 80 uttere
ly dependent for their meaning on tie conviction that only from
thie om lend, vnly through this one history, on'y by tuis one
people, is full religiouws knowledge to epread throughout & .1 the
world." (1)

In brief, we have shown tirough tils short study of
the Jewish peop ¢ that natiommlisg displayed itself since the first
days of Jewieh history, and, above all, in ite moet promiment

“) quoted by Dr Joseph op eit p 236
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achievement, I mean in the Jewish religion. T.e existenoce of

the Jewislh nation has always been implied in the dogmas of the
Jewish religion, to-day no leee than in emrly histoy « VWe have
witnessed, on the other hand, that the Jews poesessed Lhe very
elements of which nationality ie made and displayed them in con-

tdmorary history as well as the other nations dide.

what light does this conclusion throw on the unders-
tanding of the Jewish roblem 7 We Lave expeed in gecedent chap-
ters the modern aspect of thet problem, we have witnessed the
growth of antisemitiem which made it much more acute. However,
we have relegatec antisemitiem to its place, msmely,mt.uat. of a
single feature of the question. The problem I self is, we Lave
| already said,that of & people vhich is a minority everywhere,
a mejority nowhere. At the end of this chapier we can stress the
national charscter of the sparsely settled Jevwisiu minorities. of
gourse, the Jews are religiously and ethnically speakirg, dif-
ferent. But 1t is above all their national aloofness w-hich is
responeible ®F the existence of & Jewleh orobka. The Jewlsh na~
tion is living devoid of the natiomal centre necessary o focus
and normalize its lifes Owing to thet emomal) , the Jews have be=
come endowed with hinderirg complexee which have podsoned thelir
1ife end the life of the peoples amorg whom they lived. They
have brought forth an intense Judeo-phobia wvhich was the be-
gioning of unbearable persecutions.

. It is not here the place to enter a discussion ebout
- the solution of the problem. Put as we are tackling the question
of homelessness,it is
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only normal that we shoull suggeet the first solution waich
strikes the student after having surveyed the whole natters
Since the actusl dﬁlpnmion of the Jewish people on the globe
and the lack of cplirituo.l and pelitical centralisation has
been the ultimate cause responsible for the creation of a Jee
wish proble, it seems only lorfcal that the cure of tie problem
should be foudd in the formation of & Jewish natiomnl stete.
The comprehencive diccussion of that solution will be fully
studied in a c'oming chapter.



PART TWO: ORIGIN
' AND

EVOLUYUTION

By the ghetto's plague, by the garb's disgrace
By the gad.gc of ahaln,’by the felon's ,lace, '
Ey the bram ing tool, by the bloody whip,
And the summons to Christian fellowhuip."

Robert Browning

CHAPTER TFOUR

THE JEWISH MIDDLE-AGES.

We have attempted to survey in the previa & chapters the
different aspecte of the eontemporary Jewish problem and the
main reasons which were responsgible for its existence in the
present time. Ve have seen the Jews as & religious, an ethnie,
and & homeless netional minority in all the marts of the worid,
and we have atiributed to the coubination of those faetors the
peculiarity of the Jewish situst ion. But thie is not sufficient
for a thorough understanding of the case. To look for the real
origin of thequestion. to wmamin the main forms it took during
the ages and thus to hold a eamprehensive judgment of the solu=
tions attempted up to mow will be the objeet of the present and



83
the following chapter.

For the Jewish problem, as all hista ical problems
im the fruit of an organiec evolution. Tt did not suddenly
emerge in 1933, nor with Hertzl's writhgs. It has now exise
ted for more than twenty centuries and it is by &n exact know-
ledge of the reasons of the old order only that we wiil be
able to grasph its actual significance. In £oing back touige
tory for a proper understandirg of a present problem, we
break with the theologieal interpretation which étates that
things are what they are hecause of Divine intervemt ion and
that no earthly causes are to be sought in rekltion to wordly
events. I do not infer by that that we actually reject the
basis of the Theoladgieal literpretat {m. As & student of nig-
tory, one has the right to favour e definite his torical inter-
pretation of events, and T take this opportunity to sy a
word of the epirit in whieh this egsay Lhae been undertaken. It
is the attractive comtention of éome historiand that tue theo-
logical interpretation of Listory cen be combined with the
most recent researches in Ppychologicel, sociological, or
economic interpretatim. I mean that one caild combine the
belief in the p.tv:lno origin of the world with a pPlura.is tie
interpretation of his torical evens, in cosidering the va-
rious factors which play in the ceusation of events as agents
of & supernatiral force. This eonception will allow us to
tum to the past for an analytical understanding of a con-
temporary question.




When did the existence of a Jewish  roblem and that
ofa special intercourse between the Jewish and other peo-
ples first display itself 7 According to the most ancient
historicel record, I mean, to the Bible, the first menifes-
tation of a hostile outlook on the Jewe goe: g far as As-
suerus, viat ie, five centuries btefore the Christian era. Now,
the Book of Rsther, where the fact is noticed, has been the
subject of numerous Beientiiic eriticisms, arm the reality of
Esther's story has been co tested on more grounde than one.
However, bk the story of Human and the Jewe historically
true or na , what remaine certain, is that the Jewish people
was alreacdy coreidered as a peculiar people under the Pere
elans, tuerefore before the digpersion. The Jewish Encycdo-
pedia, in an article on the origins of m tisemitiem, writes;
" Ite history begins with the -eriod of the Book of Rether,
when the charge was first made that the JTews are & "people
scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all the
provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from
all people; neither keep theay the king's laws. Therefore it
is not for the king's profit to suffer them. "(Esther,III,8)

Ve have already seen how the Jews, when comuered by a
stronger nation, did not give away their pride nor their
belief of being e superior people, thus valling forth the
hatred and jealousy of their rulers. This happened already



before the Ramans, asa matter of fact, ever simce the Je-
wish state loet ite independence. But the alien clurgeter
of the national-religious Jewish minority was not exyressely
etressed before the dieversiomy more precleely, before the
rise of Christianity. True, t.e Jews were considered as mem~
bers of a foreign nation under the Roman law, but no dis-
eriminating emphasis wae laid on this feature. They were
granted the rights of citizernship together with all the sub-
Jemts of the Wmpire, by the Hdiet of Caracalla (2lc A D).
Further more, they enjoyed religioue freedom and a certain
degree of judicial mitonomy, this being tiie outecame of their
twofold ( mi.ioml ard religiew ) minority situation. * In
the Roman codes and legal texibooks they are called "nat lo",
“gens","populus”. It is upon thie that their exceptional
legal status and religious privileges are based}; and so far
&8 Roman law came to take cognizance of the matter, the Lere-
ditary privileges of born Jews were not condeded to other
subjecte who became proselytes to Judaism." (1)

The right to practise the Jewish religion had been
conceded by Julius Ceesar and confimied by Theodosius when
the rise of Christianity seemed to endanger it." It is esta-
blished that there are no laws by which the sect of the Jews
is forbidden to exiset," reads his statement. (ii)

I have pointed out the main attitude of the Roman
emperors on purpse, in order to show tlat before the rise
of Christianity, theré was no Jewish problem. Of course, there

{ﬁ’w G Foomte uomh. guoted Dr Juofh.n .eu

quoted by Parkes.- bt B, ¢ p’.uz



existed {n the Jews' hearts the desire to go back to Zien,
ever since they had been ousted from it. But the Jews had
all the Roman Empire in which to live, work, am freely
practise t eir religion, Their national sspirations remai-
ned latent as long as they were not violently and outwardly
opposed. Tarly Christianity wes responside for endowing the
world for generations to come with a bitter, sickening Je-
wieh problam. Had the Jewe lived peacefully among tue Curi-
tiane during the Middle-Ages, had such 2 thing as @ ti~Je~
wish religious hatred not existed, there would probably
have naver developed an antisemitic virus to poison the life
of all Jews to come, and, irony of fate, Lhe Jews would
prebebly rnvsm:e.‘rl.littlo by little, absorbed by the surround-
ing communities. By the time nationalism woild have come
and stirred them, there would have probably remained only

& tiny fraction of the former Jewish netionals. I am perso=
nally against aesimilation to taat extent. But, if an obe
Jective contemplation of the cese is viewed, the unbdased
student hae to recognise that , but for the early Christians'
attitude, the Jewieh problem would have Leen eliminated from
among the modern world worries, a8 a matter of face, it
would have never developed into an acute interm tioml pro-

blem.

S0 Christianity began to spread under the Romans
and with it an intense hatred of the Jews. The emperars
proved susceptible to the influence of the Churcn and dise
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played their new attitude by h corporsting mery artic.
canon Law into the Roman codes To begin with, the Bdic
Caracalle was made vold by the new proclamation which
of religion a requisite of eitizensiip. Folloving that
series of new edicts were taken, makl. g of religious d
erimination a legal obligation. The Judieial additime
the emperor T.eodosius to the code wére typleal of the
trend of thought§ He took all the steps which made of
Jew an inferior beirg through tue following centuries;
prohibition of Lie most elementary human rights, sbsoly

interdiction from mixing with Christisns y and so forth

The reason behind mmy of these edicts was t
the Churbb was anxious to differentiate between Jew and
Christians All the Chrietisn pr ectises which had tueir
in the 0l1d Testament were given away. Im the same way, °
Jewish cheracteristice were wymphusized, the members of 1
Jewieh community eegregated,so as to avoid any defiling
intercourse with tLe accursed sutiore of the deicide.

When the Arebs came to rule thefloman Empire, t
found a set of regulations gquite ready to be used ayelns
the unbelievers, Christians and Jews alike, as it werey |
the Arab domination, the Jews suffered the same vexatiors
&8 uncer thedr former rulers, with tue difference that ti
new Judeophobla wes intermittent. The Arabs showed at ¢e:
tain times a great deal of understanding, evidence of whi



{s fand in the Jewish golden age under tae Moors. The lat-
ter lived in very good terms with tueir Jewish subjects ,
gnd Spain witnessed a flourishing Judeo-Arab gollaboration

{n all Tields of culture.

On the other hand, when fenaticicm prevailed, it
was never hidden gehind = wall of retionalisatione It was
an uneophisticated prejudice, nothing more. The Arab dis-
1iked tLe Tew because he was & heretic,nct because he poi-
goned velle, or emitted & particular odor. In this, he was
more i cere than the médieval Jew~balter, who dissimilated
nig religious nostllity under & neap of unlikely chargee.

Mearwhile , from the Meditérraneen countrieg the
sews had gpread over Buroye and now lived under medieval
Christian priones. There, their Judsism marked them for &
definite life set DY detailed reguldtions, or better, by
detailed prohibitiors. Tndeed, after tie differentiating
attitude of the Church, the Jews could not 1ive as ardinary
citizens of medigval Europe a1y longer. They became assoclu~
ted with certdin qualifications vhich mede of them SLrenge,
abnormal humen beinge. The ordimary Christisn of the ele~
venth or the twejvth eentury cm sidered every Jew as potens

tially cepable of the woree erimes, & kind of witeh who
emlﬂ do the strangest mal evolent things withoug gifficultye.
would he see a Jew with & tail or two heads, he would not
be in tie least surprised, so mach he expected of his mys-

il




terious power,

At the basis of all these primitive superstitions
fded the hoetility of the Chruch. The Jews' situation, «a
it were, vwas that of " an intolerant minority under an in=-
tolerant majority«" (1) In the amgient world, &o many dei-
ties were worshipped that tolerance necescarily followed.
With the comig of monoiheism inaugurated by the Hebrews,
~ intolerance began to gain ground. Jehovah being the only
God, not only of the Hebrews, but of all the peoples, the
bellef In pagen deities wes to pe held as & heresy. Wwhen
a sect of the Hebrew population decided to follow 5t Faul
and believe in Jesus as the son of God, the rest of the
Teraelites drew away from them anc considered tuem with
utter comespt. The contempt was Landsomely returned by thi
early Christisne, and eo grew & reeiurocated hatred betwea

them.

When the "hureh came to have the upper hand, throu
its prevailing influence on tle medieval nobility, it dise
played its snti-Jewish feellrgs throwh all available means
It provided the plot of primitive drame, it was the subject
of the priest's weekly} sermon, it followed from the evane
gelical interpretation of the 0ld Testament, in a te&-d, it
struck the medieval man in most of his social relationships
very seldom neu-omund with the church.

It would be miuble to note, by the way, the ea-

 siness with which antisemitism takes the color of the con-
(1)’%“ Mﬂs- The Tewich mbl.a\ in the modern world. London 1939



temporary trend of thought. It wae religioue in the Middle-
Ages, nationallst in the nineteenth century and even now,
finally evononic. It 18 becsuse it began by bclrg connected
4 th relfion that the .Tewish problem hae often been mistaken
for a jurely religious matter, The religious aspeet of the
problem has largely co tributed ‘o ite mah tenance tirough
the ages, but, notulthsterc ing L s chronulogieslly prominent
role, it ie, we pepeet it, & basic error to consider & as

the main cauee of the Jewish tragedy.

The Chureh thus succeeded in presenting to the
medisval minds the pleture of a Jew who, in spige of belng
thelr contemporary, had erucifisd the lord eges agoy and still
used to sacrifice Christians to hs God, Te was therefore ha=
ted in all the domains sueceptible to the Chureh's influenge,
that wae, far from slig.tly.

On the other hend, he was regarded with suspieien
because be was not an ordinarv "citizen". Indeed, no Jew
eould acguire the righte of eitizenship unlese he sbjured
the ancestral feith, vhich meent that no comservative Ju'
could ever be & normal citizen of medieval Burope. He was
tolerated thanks to royal whims, but he was regerded as an
alien, no matter how long he had lived in a given country. “e
was never conbidered as i.q,uml &8 a Christian settler. As
written in the Charter of Johm of France (1361),"ils n'ont
pais ne lieu propre sucun en toute Chretiante; ou ils
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puissent demourer, frequenter ne y habiter, se ce n'est de
la propre et pure licence et volenté du Seigneur ou Sei-
gneurs soubz qui ils se vouldroient asseolr pour demeurer
saxbz eulz comme leurs subgiez, et qui & ce lee vouldroient

recusillidr et recevoir." (1)

The Jews, however, hud settled cmrly in Lurope,
and still earlier in the Jast. The setilement of the firet
Jewish community in kome goes as far back ae 100 B 2 . From
that date on, the Jews spread all over Durope. " The ismi-
gration of the Jews into these important und vealt-hy pro-
vinces ( France and Spain ) took place probably &as eariy
a8 the tite of the Republic or of Cacsar. The Tewish merchants
whose business pursuite braught them from Alexaniria or isis
Minor to Rome and Italy, the Jewish warriors whom the einpe-
rors Veepaeian and Titus, the comjuerores of Judea, had dis=
perced as orisoners thraghout the Roman provimces, found
their way voluntarily or invelunterily into Gaul ami Iberias
The presence of the Jews in the weset of SBurope is a certain
fact .::“simo the second century." (11)

The fact that the Jews settled early in Europe,
thoygh "only eince the seconde century"™ seemé to have been
ignored or intentionally disregerded in the Middle-Ages.
However, ihis ignorance can be explained:; The Bible being

“’wit by {arhu. The Jew and the medieval comsunity,
Op cits Do

11) Prof Cractz.-Hi * of the +Thiladelphia 34
(11) stor Jews 1ph lﬂ':ip-.



the only book widespread in the Dark and Middle-Ages, all
Christiens knew that the Jews pertained to m old nation
erd had lived in a Jewish &tate in Fale stine. Furtier, the .
Chureh tswht them that they had been expelled from the
Holy lLend because they had obstinately refused to recognize
the Savior. The médievel msn had therefore sufficient rea-
soms to believe that the Jew was not an integral part of the
country in which he lived. e never forgot it. As Max Nor-
dsu wrote 3 "Toue B g autree peuples qui envahissalent up
pa; 8 et gul &'y fixalent pouvaient compter sur la prescrip-
tion dane ls mémogee populeire. On ne songesut pas & appe-
ler &trargers lap France &tablie en Gaule , et qui lui ont
donhé deur nomy on ne consid®eit plus comme des &trargers
les longoberds en Ttalie, ni les Maguare en Punnonie. wals
le bénérice ce cette prescription n'était jeamais accordé aux
JulfE.esso.L'éternelle dispersion des Juifs 8tait représentée
par 1AEglice comme la punttion de leur crime inexpiable;

et le clergd avait soin C'entretenir toujo rs vive la notien

du carsctére &tranger du peuple juif." (1)

Here, it may be pointed that in the Middle-Ages
already, the Jewish wroblem had teken also the shepe of a
pationsl problems The provincialist narrowness of tae me~
dieval Chrieian instigated him to thrust the Jew away al=
most as much as did his uncompromising religious fanatieism.

(1) h.: Juife et le Tudaisme au 19eme sidele. Paris,l®l3.
; P



Vhat remdins certdin is that tne Jew could not be
made to fit in the political 1ife of Burope in the Niddie-
Ages, nor, a8 we are going to see rigjht away, in 1t ecomo=
mie life., " In a Rurope where every civie act was part of a
Christian religioue ceremony, there wes no equality for the
Jew, indeed no place for him at all." (1)

Yhen every other man was legally protected by an
of'ficie]l allegience to & king, to a country, evep to a wore
kerg' corcoration, the Jew wse the {llegitimate child disa=-
vowed by everyboedy. A glimpge into the ecomumic history eof
the leventh to the fiiteenth century wii show tnat the
workers vere gatuered in guilds which .rotected thelr employ-
ment arnd thelr interests. No vorker wes asble to sustad n him-
self outside the protection of his fellow-craftsmen' guild.

Put one of the most important prohibitions in
Canon Jlaw was the interdiction #fr Ciristiens to mix with
Jews, no matter what kind of relatiobilp theirs wes. It
immediately followed that Jews were not to be admitted in
the guilds. A#, on the other h n., they were not allowed to
hold m y position where they would be a perior to Chris tians,
the Jewe were impelled to form workshope of their own, where
from the most skllled worker to the youngest hamiyboy, every-
body would be Jew. lMedieval fanaticiem led Luem to form ego-
nomic eells of their own throughout the country where they
lived, and condemned them to redsal n strangers %0 all the

(1) 7 Perkes, op oit peld



aspects of the general economic development.

vhet happened then ? Driven from all the social end
econdmic activities of the ordinary medleval maay the Jew
turned exclusively to the ghetdv for living and making & li-
vinge It is under those curcumstsaices that he gained the
epithet of "isolationist" before history. i:ecords are witness
that segrecation was urged upon hém, that Lis most ardent
degire wae to lead an ordluayy and normal life withait being
pointed at as & different being at every move he made. He
began by livh g close to Lis fellow-Jews, scared &s he was
of the insecurity of his lot. But life in the Jewisih gquarter
goon became compulsory, arnd he who came to the CGentile city
after a certain hour wae punished b; the severest sanctions.
The Jew led tlie ghetto life duriry centuries, indeed up %o
the end of the Jewish Middle-Ages, that ig, to the nineteenth-
eentury. ¥He was granted elementar; human rights iuuln
more than a hundred yeers ago. If he hae not yet an absolule-
1y normelised life, now-s-days, he has behind him cemuries
of tradition which cannot be even willingly forgotten at

onces

The weasures taken Ly the Church mey be explained By &
eincere desire Lo dilferentiete betwesen Chirietians and Jews,
but they soon led to shameful discriminetions. The Jewish
badge which began by beirng a mere sign of distinction became
#n object of shame and contumely. The Jew was recognised from



fer by mwery medieval Christian, &nd estranged his poesible
sympathy as soon as he had identified the Jew.

How did the Jew manage to live under such dreadful
conaitions 7 Before the rise of Clristianity, the Jew led
a peaceful und industrial life in tne Taets He was & [ e&=
sant, a farmer, or & shepherd, in & word, h¢ ‘a8 closely
tied to the lam . But as econcuest folloved comjuest, Le was
seized Ly the new ruler und sent awae) most often as a slave.
Ais lamd weus confiscated. 1In Turcpe, wien he wae freed, he
eould not be a peasant ery mcre. ror, to hold lend under the
feudel & stem meant texing tle religious outh to the Leord,
end performing certain duties among whieh was going to war,
wandch Jews were not allowed to do « 50, Liie Jew could by no
means enter the feudal organication. se regarde tie lemre
of land outeide it, there could be hardly question of it in
the Middle-Ages. Nevertlieiess, & ew cases vere Juet recorded
of .Jewish free-holders, when the lay forbidd ng ghe Jews frem
owning ank kind of private proyerty wee Initisteds The Jew
was by now delfinitely cut off tLe land, §

He turned to handicrafte. Bul, a6 we have alk eady
seen, he vould not be admitted in the guillds. He tried %o
form Jewish craftemen® guilde, but they could not stand the
quagi-monupolistic power of tue other om 8. Then, he turned
to commerse.

We have sketeked the process of tie process of the
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economic life of the Jew from sgriculture to commerce on

purpose. The Jew is too often charged with unproductiveness,
with being an eternsl middlemam , for the héetory of his eco-
nomic wanderinge to be (lsreparded Ly tie studenti. again,

we conclude from this new instance that Lue modern Jew is

what history made him. He has not Deen & merchant because of
nie exegrersted finamciel ssbitions. He Las not péven away-
farming end sgricultuesl production because of @y physical
defiziency of his. He nas been driven to eddling and later
on to trading only becauce ull other occupetioms were closed

to him.

Ilowever, the medieval Jew dld not remain a grtaﬁ mer-
chart for a long time. Although ie had interm tiond connes=
tions which could have sdvaentadged him over olaer compe ti~
tors, the focrmation of great coumerclial-guilds from which he
vas debarred destroyed Lis last hope. There huave gurely remal
ned certein Jews who mammged, one way or the other, to keep
a strong hold on few commerclal enter rdies. But those wre
rare exceptim s. The opening wae not avalable for the great
mase of mdieva].},?ury. The Jew remeined therefore a misera-
ble being who often dld not even find means for his subsis-
tence inside the ghetto. While spesking of medievd Jewry,
one st bear in mind the intense degree of misery whieh it
had attained. The ghetto was crowded, even too small to al=-
low for natdral inerease. Consequently, only the elder som oI
‘the family was allowed to get married. Life was lnsecure,



and the population of the ghetto was liable to be seized,
pillaged , tortured, or killed at the 8lig..test excitation
of the mob. Neans of livelihood were almost non-existent
and ghetto 1ife always meant for the Jew utter distress.
What was his earernese then when he heard of an Occupation
which, though risky, might orovide nim with a comfortable
material lifel He dushed rorth into it without furtiep he=
Bitation : He did not know that in so doing, he was making
his future worse, anl that he was gaining for his rosterity
the disgraceful title Of ‘rofessional usurer.

When Le realised that money~lending was the lust
calling thet remained “pen to him, The Jew seized eagerly
that last op 'ortunity. "hat he <1d not choose it of his own
free will, that it wase ;mposod uron him as tue only Jjob whici
gould be held by a Tew, are facts too widely known to be
reseated herd. What one can gather, however, from  contem-
porary reports, ie tiat the Jew was one of tie wost humsne
money-lend.re of ti.e Middle-Ages. Por, and tiis is less wi-
dely-knowm, the .ew wae not 'the only* money-lenders Though
Chiristiens were forbidden to indulge in these transactions,
6aue of them counted Among the greatest money-lenders of
the Nid le-Ages » the Caorsini, and tie lLombards, for ing-
tance, who charged noticeably higher interests than the Jew:
The trouble waes tiat only & minerity of Curistians lent mo~
Ney, whereas the majority of the Jews did. It was thereforc




87

easy for the meddéval “uropesn to believe thaet all money-

lenders were Jews and vice=versa.

But not only were the .Jewe ldentified with usurers, they
were charged with dicerimi:wtlion agaeinet the non=-Jew as Gice
tated Ly the Nibley, Were thuat true, I do not see how & me-
dieval Christian could be siiocked Ly it, given tie systemu-
tiec diserimination that the Cuurch itee!f -nforced everyday
upon tie Jew.

But it i not tmme. The Hible recds z& followe : "™unto
a stranger tLiou ma est lend upon usury but unto thy brothsr
thou éhalt not lend upon usury." low ig tidle verse to be
understeoa ? Dr Adler, & dietirguisned Cliief Rabbé of Lon=
don, ex;luins it as followes This memsure was teken in ope
der to zvould the concentration of wealth into a rew hends
in pPelestine. If Jews touok to money-lending with interests
among tiemselves, It would eoon Lappen Lhat gome of them
would aceumulate huge fortunes, and some cthers would be
ruined. Thus, if & Jew needed money in order to bulld, or
.0 set up an emterprize, he could get money from enother
Jew without Iinterest. The czge was different when foreign
merchants who came Lo croes Palestine were cocerned., If
& Yew had money non-inveeted in his o'n land, and he lent
it to a foreigner who used it in a gahb ful business, Le
eould, on good grounds clalm & certuin interest, without
endangerirg the national equilibrium. Had the foreigner
been & destitute man borrowing money in order to make a
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1living, he would not have been ¢ arged vith interest.ror

the Rible saye furtihers " And if tiy bpopther be waxen poor
snd hie hand faileth with thee, then tiiou. shalt relleve nim.
ves thowh he be & stranger and & 80journerj thaet he may
live with thee. Take ghou no usury of him or inerease,but

fear thy Cod."

pedieval society, in eplte of iis bitter uetred .of
Jewieh money-lenders, nceded them, sud gsrerc:rd . them to
the Christlan usurere. Credit wae beginning to be weed in
commerce, and primitive {industrislisationy when cad money
was needed , the Jew was resorted to. Otaerwice , he continued
to be deelsed as hefore. " Hold, Fatier," suld Iseae in Ivane
hoe, "sitigete and assuage ; our cholers I pry wy monies upon
no one. But when chmmchmun and la many oricce and prior,
knight &nd priest, come knocikdng 0O Teuac's doory they bor-
row not his shekels wita theee uncivil termss It is then ;3
v priend Isawc, will you pleasure us in this metter, and our
day shall be truly kept om God ca'e'. and " Kind Jessey if
ever ) ou eerved men, show yoursell friend in thie needl "
And vhen the éay comss end I ask my own, Llhen wiat hear I but
"pDamned Jew" and "The curse of Tgypt on your tkitve" and all
that dan etir up the rude and uneivil populuce against poor
strangers." (1)

In fact, the Jew found himself in a distressing vicious
eireles Jew-hatred drove him out of all crafts y t0 money-len~

3 dinge And nomy-lmdhg nourished Judeophobia to a degree |
(1) wwnmz.- Qoi pe171
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He bore the miseries of his new occupation because he
needed money. e needed money if lh-e wanied to escapl;
he needed money if Le wanted to iive. ind he spent it
leviehly on sueh occcesians. 7or hilm it did no-t mean
comfort, and a secure fulure. It meant & suort but lmme-

diste reli@f from persecution, and tlat was enough.

Thet wae the use of & tiny fraction of the benefits.
Vhere Jid tle whole profits go 7 They went to the Jew's
~ooket only momentarily: for they found very qulckly their
way to the royal chests. In fact, the royel princes al-
lowed the Jews to carry on their lending transactions
beczuse they were the ultimate winners of the game. They
gumoned the Jewish notsbles from time to time, and tures~
tened them with wxpulsion, or mas:acre, unless tiey gave
the ecrown & huge emount of money, which the Jews did, no
matter how diffiecult it was sometimes tofind the whole
amount. The Jews became therelore "servi camerae" and
kept that status till the 16th century. Numerous are the
medieval documents which state tlat the Jews gre the pri-
vate property of tie princes. " The Jevws cre ours and
the pea: liar patrimony of the royal treasyry" said a
Spanish king in the fourteenth century.(i) And HenryIII
of “ngland proclaimed: "No Jew shell remdn in England,

ynless he serve the king, and as soon as &y Jew is born,

(1) gquoted by J Parkes. The Jew and the meuievel community
op elt.~ p.lo7?
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whether mele or female, let him serve Us In &ome waye (1)

The prince did not miss an opportunity of wx,leoiting
whis Jews", nor ¢id the other Lorde. In froet, it was in
everybody's interest fo yersecute him and rob him of &ll
hie possessioms. It waé in tue LOrd's luterest, in the
Church's, snd in the debtors'. But beig robbed was not
the worse of his troubles. He wus persecuted with fang~ -
-,--s&nriﬁ.‘" The swarme of &lsuglterers may Lave hé&d nearte",
yrites ¢ Pearison, "but there existed one word by waien
the softest could be jpetrified, by which the tesr of coig~
mise;'ation could be disdainfully Kept aside and the very
hand extended in succour to the dyiqg end suffering drawn

beck in horror, that word was "Jew". "(11)

In fact , the life of medieval Jew:y wae most misere=
ble, wnd very often tragically ended. Some of toe most
flouriching ce tere of Jewish culture were destroyed,
whole cummmn ties butcihered like herds of eattie. The
pretences were numerous. The Jews were Lue enemies of
ehriet and civilizationy they ritually sleugitered garis=-
tiens &t Peseover; the; defiled hoets; tieir boedies emi-
tted a pecullar odor; they poisoued wellsj they spread
the plegue, and what not | The saddest fact in all that
is that the medleval Chrietian really believed in those
gharges. He would have never ¢reamt that those wers thl

!ﬁ quoted by Je.Parkes.- op cit. pells
) G.Pearlson.op wit. p.l12
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fruits of a malevolent and morbid imagination. How could
one expect him not to hold the Jews &g & whole responsi-
ble of those cx;imea, when he blindly believed in those

devilish deeds !

And when popular excitewent was not at itéd nighest,
circumstences 2lways happened to stir 1t anew. The Crusa-
des were the £ign of rereated dresldful s lzughters, not
to epeak of the Spenish Inquisition. On the whole, apert
from the purely religicus origin of gertoin massacree,
persccatione corres, onded to &ome econazic or physieal
distress. Starvation, the plague, =11 vaves of great epl-
demic dlseases brought forth new Jew-beitlnrse £0y in the
pMiddle-Ages, a& in the present tiwe, se we have already
noticed in & yrevicus chepter, tLie -eriodleal persecutions
of the Jevws were the corollaries of great soclal diceasess
when the victim could not ldentify the autaor of his mis~
fortunes, what did Le Jo 7 !le avenged himself on the Jews
"he Jew wae such a malevolent being that he was liable
to have provoked any epldemy. And aiyway, he was 50 weak
that even if innocent, he could never loudly protest ugalnk
the 1ibeller. |

The Jew could not defend himeelf. le was at the mercy
of the first fenatie he met. And yet he had much to say.
Could not he elim a feir retribution for his contribu=
tion to the intelk etual development of society 7?7 In
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the movement which preceded the Renalesance, wae Lls share
slight in introdueing 10 the Buropean worlc the treasures
of Greek and Arsb genius ? Tere is what Cecil Roth saye:

n =he rediterranean world et tile t1 e vas divided cultu-
ralli ..o into three poptions. Tuere were the SreekGe..the
Arebseseand the latinsesenll these theee cections were

cut off from one anoth=zr . dirferences I Language, =
ligion, and tradition. The gilf would nave been unbridgea-
ble, but for one element ealoh was to be fuund in allees
The Tevs vere the only real Euro,sans, vaobe purview ex-
ternded beyorkl the boundaries of tue [atln ucr.i.c_.-. to tue
areek on tie one hend, zmiihe Arab on Laé otherj who pos”
cecLel a comaon ianguage.s.vulicn wes uneerstbod, .anurtun
gircles =t least, the wihole wOrlia OVeTses vl weie &0 el
cowed with linguistic knowledie L.ab they could travel
from lend to land without great diific Ultyeselt was Lence
to the Jews that Christiun etudents had 1ecor se Lor sdne
{nkling of the intellectusl acLievements of the Arabs, and

even the idess of the sages of ancient (reese." (1)

But the Jew could not eld m & retribution for
whet Le hed done, e would not have claimed it, anywiy.
%hat he was esger to pedt vere not tie nonaars fue Lo scLo=
lare, but tue elementary reg ect due to humen beingse That
is what he craved for. He wasé tired of beirg pointed &t
a8 a different mm . Me did not wnet notoriety , but unifor-

(i)ﬂ:a Jewish contribution to eivilization.~Lomdon 18358
Pe
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mity. What did Shyléck eay 7 " I am & Jew. Hath not a Jew
hands, orgens, dimensiors, senses, affectime, paselons 7
Fed with the same 'ood, turt vith t.@ swue wezpons, sub-
Jeet to the game dlgeamsee, nealed Ly Lie sube meLns,war-
med =nd cooled by tie eane vwinter & . sumuer e & Curlstian
ig 7 TC vou priek us, ¢o we not bLleed 7 If you tickle us,

4o we not lmugh ? If you coison us, do we not die 7 " (1)

This ery uttered from the bottom of & Jew's heart is
thoroughly representetive of the lonwiuge of medieval
Jewry. why did assimilstion walk on the heels of emanci-
pation 7 Tecause the Jews wanted to be merged in the sur
ra nding environment, even 1f they got partly drowned in
ite Ther wented to be brilliant or middling, industricus
or lazy, pood or bad, as any other ordinary people, with-
out belrg sickeningly . oinmted out end cross-examined by
every paeser-Wy! And this was offered t.o’thom by assimile-
tion, et leest in its eerly days, a& we will see a little
later.

Thus was the situat lon of the Jew in the Middle-Ages.
And when we say Viddle-Ages, let it be clearly understood
that we mean the Jewlsi Middle-Ages, i.e. the period ex-
tending between the Dark Ages and the Prench Revolution,
or rathcr ti:.e begiming of the nineteenth century. Por
the varime changes which marked the nistory of Europe in

(1)The merchert of Vemiee, guoted by Rennuye= 0p Citep.8



the intervening centuri€§ did not affect ite Jewish p0-
pulation. Royal houses succeeded oné Lo the otuer,revells
and ware took place without ir. fluencing woticeally the
gtetus of the Tews. They cormt nued Lo lead tuaelr guetto
1ife with the seame dras ic prohibitione up o tae ~rocia-
mation of the rights of man. If tae Durh AKED are supyo-
ged to Lave begun efter tiLe golden Rge of LLe Areabe, thal
is, in the seventh century, the Jewlsh yiddle-Ages count

well "twelve centuries ol persecutlon'.

vere, it would be oniy fair to polrt out that some
quiet interludee gave the Jews &u ort respites taroughout
8. ie derk pert of their history. mmenistle rulers suech
as the 3£;r61i'ngie,m. dletingriler ed ercdeciastical rigures
the most préminent of whom wWas Pernard de Clairvaux de~
fended most enthueieeticully the Jewich couses Those to=
lerent interveals, if only 1nt:er'vals, gave the Jews a
breathing- epell , and imepire|them more gourage to face
the future.

pefore we pass to a brighter chapter of Jewish ale=
tory, iet us pause for & seeond snd comslder the Jewish
gituation at the eve of the Frenea Bevoiution. The Jew
had come to Turope soon after the zxile, bdringing with
him his oly Nooks, hie inborm qualities, and a vigorous
faith in the .futnﬂ, based on self-reliance and trust of
mankind. Here he was after a few centuries of European
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eivilization, weak, diminished, afreid, another man. He
had come ouvt with truet; e wae now desperate. He unad

cowe with az healtly cleverness end ability to work; e
left the Middle-Ages with nrn execrable occupation, and a
cunningnegs exwpted only in the folliry of hie persecu-
tors. e had cowe with scrnolsrs end enligntened scientists;
ne founc himsell mow zuzongy jedente and narrow-minded,
petiy ghetto arguers. /11 theee changes were not inefi-
dentully hrowht abart. "hey were the only possible re-

gult of centuriee of seyregution and fnhumen restrictions.

Herein lies the light that thie cuupter of history ie
capable of throwing on Lhe understancing of the Jewish
problem 3 That the charscter uff the Tew, nis habits , his
folk-ways have been Cistorted by an artificlsal life ime
posed upen his by medievel society. Hence the charges of
micdle-rcen, money-lenders, iesolatioists, and so forths
After 1his suort study of "ewis . medieval life, we are
able Lo assert that tuese qualificatiaonse, if only pergil
true, do not pertain to the imierent nature of the Jew.
They were forced upon nim by history, and 80 can tuey be
wiped out by amother chapter, though Kot by a conjurer's
trick. The world which to-dsm rejecte the Jew on the
ground thet he is too different to be assimilated amog
other humen beinge forgets thet it ie responsible for the
formation of the modern Jew. If the twentieth-century
Jew 18 an execrable being, the world has to stand him
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all the same. Thank God , hig lot is not os bad as that,
Nevertheless, Iin the words of Senator Walliace; " If the
Jew is a bad job, in 21l honesty, we sho 1ld contemy lete him

as tie lLandiwork of our own ecivilization." (1)

The otler ilmport:nt point we have to retéin from
this survey le the gre.t ttrenghthening of the Jewish re-
ligiu.w end netimel tk-"... This wae nature . ly to be ex-
peetec. ,.fter centuriee of gepgregsztion, similar persecutions
and sl ilsr longings, thie Tewe came out of the ghetto very
closeiy init together. They hed #o ruch prayed for the
return to Zlon anéd its giorioie der o, that they were not
iikely to forget cuiekiy their netiona Londe.They had
enjoyed & great deal of sauwmnsal sutonouy, and longed for
more, tiwough they were not In thelr _resent situstion able
to eleim ite Tn & word, the Tewieu problem, born and brough
up thraighthe diligent care of the Christian Middle ~AHS8,
wae Lo be found in tie eighteenth-century &n the ltm of
an acute disezse, indeed, u matter of life or deasth for th(
Jewish populationy and a& a remnant of meddevslism which
hung to all the fields of Zuropeen eivilization and Lhamper
ite development,

(1) quoted ny GePearlson.- op eitep.324
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" les hommes naissent libres
et &gaux en droite."

Déclaration des droits de
1'homme et du citoyen.

T HE HKODERN  TIMES.

We have seen in en introductory study Low Jewish his-
tory was distinely different fram other histories, on more
than one point. The Buropean chapter that we are reviewing now
is far from being an exception.

We have analysed up to now the Jewish medieval ages and
by now, the reader will be expecting a survey of the Enjighten-
ment, of the end of feudalisem, of the birth of tLe industrial
age, of the century of Reason, in a word, of all the importamt
features which charecterize the history of society in the cen~
turies which followed the close of the Middle-Ages.Here again,
the reader will be disappointed, because all the above-mentimed
chapters are lacking in Jewish historyi The student will have
to mske a jump from the Middle-Ages to the very end of the
eighteenth-century, and more often to the later years of
the following century.
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For the Jewish Middle-Ages did not end before then.is we
have already observed, civilization progressed, revolutio-
nary ecilentific discoveries were made without affecting in
the least the stagnation .f Jewish life. No noticeable chan
ge was felt in the "Tudengasse? through dull and miserable
centuries, up to the days of the French Revolution. Tien,
the Declaration of the Rights of Man was issued, &nd the
life of the Jews was revliutionised all at once.

T+ENANCIPATIQN o=
It was not out of aympathy for the Tews

that an end was put to ghetto life; nor wes it out of a de-
sire to be fair to them that they were recognised as ordi-
nary humen beings. It was the necessary consequeéence of the
theory of natdral rights. Buropean society was not eager to
welcome the Jews among ite sm s; nor were tue promoters of
the French revelution particularly overwhelmed with joy

at the idea of emancipating the Jewish people. Indeed,they
did not agree to it before September 1791, and even then,it
was not without some opposition that the law suppressing awy
kinde of discrimination agaimet Jewe was passed,

The American Jews were the first to get
emancipated ¢1783).Next came the French (1791). And little

by little, all the Buropean Jews were granted rights of
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citizensiips It would be erroneocus to imagine that the Jews
themselves welcomed tlLe new era. On the conirary, mamy of
them were afraid of the new world into which tuey were sud-
denly thrown. The orthodox among them foresaw the "defudai-
sation" which was bound to follow. In Holland, for instance,
Jewieh emancipation was obtained against tle will of the
communal leaders (1796). But the younger people in general
were overcome with joy. They were suddenly allowed to enter
a marvellous world where other young people lived free and
happys they were uno\ud to enjoy a thousand imvermtim s which,
compared to ghett restrictions, mede of their new life an
earthly paradise.

In 1808, came the turn of Westphalia, whose Jews
were declared full citizens, "subjeet to no special restiic-
tion.” In 1811, the Frankfurt Jewish community was "sold"
equality of rights, which shows that such medieval Lransae-
tions were not completely given up yet. In other perts of
Burope, emancipation was only partial. The Jews of Prus-
sia were still forbidden from holding office(l8lz). Those
of England could not be electors nor elected. In Audtriay
pBavaria, and Saxony, the drastic medievel restriciibos were
hardly modified.

Nevertheless, a great many Jews were, by tie ob-
tention of partial or complete citizensiip, awakened to the
life of their contemporaries. One will never exaggerate the
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suddenness of that change. True, the Jews were not complete
strangers to the world that surrounded thep. A few of them
had even beem granted equality with Gentiles long before
1789, a8 a reward for servicee ren ered to the erown.Bbut
the great majority héd never participated or even stepped
in the life of the nineteenth-cemury world. How great. was
their bewilderment therefore, when all the doors wihere "no
thoroughfare for Jews" had been written for centuries, flew
open before them |

Professor Soltau, in his book on the "Economic his~
tory #f Rurope", imsgines the surprise of a Roman, countem-
porary of lugdunum, had .. come back to the workd and beheld
one of the great cities, about 1870. The amazement of our
medieval Jew when he was thrown into the nineteenth century
wae not slighter, end wiich is more,it was real. liere was
a mass of people whose only culture was Biblical, and who,
in the intellectusl field, had not gone beyoni scholasticiamj
they suddenly foand themeelves in a surrounding where refe-
rence was made to grester philosophers than Malmonides, and
wvhere scientifiec eriticiem was throwing down piecemeal the
results of centuries of religious belief. lere was a commu~
nity of emall artisens, of middle-men, of miserable Talmudie
students suddenly allowed into a world that industrialism had
already revolutionised. The more you examine the situation,
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the more you are struck by the disharmonmy baind to exist
between the newly-emancipated Jews and their modern contem=

poraries.

Equality does not imply similarity, as Kallen says.
The years follewing Jewisi emancipe ion have proved it im
many wayse The Jews could not fit in the modern picture be-
cause they could not assdmilate in tem years the progress ma-
de by soclety during a few centuries. The anachroniem they
represented bred suspicion, and was one of the causes of Reac-
tion.

In fact, the liberal movement had grown mostly agains
the will of the European sovereigns, and as soon as the old
ruling houses took the edtuation in hand again, I mean, after
Waterloo, they tried to put the clock bagk. As far as the
Jews were concerned, the rigits which had been granted to
them were cancelled in many countries. They had to go twenty-
five years backwards, not twenty-five usual years, but a lap-
86 of time in which they had almost caught up with the pro=-
gress of four centuries. Thie was hardly possiblie. Had
equality of rights not been granted in 1758, tie Jews would
not have umusually suffered from the charge. Put now that
they had tasted freedom, they could not stand the cloistered
life of the ghetto ary more. That is wiy, after the Congress
of Vienna, masses of Jews opted for conversion. They wanted
to live as free human beings, and not as inferior creatures,
and they were ready to do so0 at the cost of their Judaiem.

4
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They were going through a process which might have
been successful in the Middle-Ages, but whieh would not work
any more in the nineteenth-century. Indeed, the situation was
entirely modified. In the Middle-Ages, the Jew was fundamen=-
tally reproached with his faith. Ae soon as he gave it up,
the Gentile world had nothing ageinet him. After 18156, the
Jew was not only reproached with his faith; as a matter of
fact, the religious ground € accusation hardly existed
any longer. The modern world reproached him with his differemt
eulture, his peculiar social life, his strong allegiance to
the Jewish poeple, all bonds which he eould not rid himself

of through conversion.

In consequence, modern gociety made the Jew feel tha

his troubles nro not ended with the water of baptiems That

blind nlh)j_ﬁ;h numerous Jews enlist under the bamers: of

| li‘btnlhn uiﬂ participate in the Revolution of 1848. with
the meo.;‘ bf the liberal movement, they were at last gran-

_ ted cuph“ equality of rights. Sueh wae the history of

~ the ﬁﬂ@put of the nineteenth-century 3 a serits of con-
[ cessions i Won a period of reaction; a new series of conces-
| sions, e‘thnr ‘pesctime. The life of the Jew was still inse-

Ay cure. nunw J,pm follow 17689, and 1849 1848 7

/
;" mﬁl. u 1848, the Jew wae wholly emancipated. Vas

ng now'to/ settle comfortably, end lead a peaceful
\f m fdr{’ifum'ujm'mcipam,ummor
é 80 “de mu».
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The Jew was a nomal citizen before the law, but not Vefore
society. !e have already noticed that jrejudice dies m rd.
Hostility towarde the Jew was implamed in the Gentile minds
by religious leaders. Tven ufter the dedline of reiigious
belief,brought forth by the century of Reason, the .rejudice
subsisted. What centuries of history had not succeeded in rub-
bing out was not going to vanish becawse of a single legal

act.

Moreover, the spreading of Hegelianism Lad strengthened
everywhere, and above all in Prusd s, the idea of & natimal
state. The excitement caused by this idealisation .f natio-
nalism turned into an entieemi tic wave. The Jews were not "na-
tionals™ of the statee in which they lived. So why tolerate
and encourege them ? On the comtrary, throw them aside. They
are not read to assimilate, and in many cases, are¢ not able
to, because nationslism is a feelirg, and cammot be acquired
at once. There is tie refore no place for them in the modemn
state.

The Germen Jews were therefore not freely admitted inthe
collectivity:. Germarny wae the birth-place of modern antisemi-
tism, as we have noticed in a previms chapter . It began by
taking a political shade; then it turned fmteld ctual with
Treitehke and Nietzchej and finally it turned racial. We shoud
like to remind the reader, by the way, that if we have somehow
dwelt on antisemitism a little longer than we should have dong
it is by no means out of a confusion between antisemitiesm and
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the Jewish gquestion. The study of antisemitism is indispen-
sable in an essay of this kind, because it provides us with
the outward manifestation of the latent existence of the Je-
wish problem. The Jewish problem will exist as long & the
Jews will have an incomplete national etatus and all the cha~-
racteristice whieh follow from it. What antisemitliem does is
not the crestion of the problem, but juet the reminding to
the world and to the Jewe In particular, of the existence of
such a problem.

The Dreyfus case, on the other hand, came unfortuna-
tely to confirm that entisemitiem was not dead, even ki ter.
The French Jews had been active, loyal Frenchmen; they had
been "irrefusadble proofe that the corsistent lsraelite can
be a patriot and lover of his edopted country.™ (i) The
French had welcomed them in all their activities and the Jews
behaved irreproachably in return VYet, the accusation laid
againet Captain Dreyfus awakened the old prejudice and & owed
that, no matter how he behaved, & Jew remained a Jew for ais
fellow-citizens. Yet, the behaviour of Captd n Dreyfus had
been admirable. Not only was he imocent, but he loved the
French Army to such an extent that he more than once asked
the suspension of his trial in order to avoid the Army courts
being publiely dishonoured. Yet, not only w:s he sent for
many years on Devil's Island as a consequence of false testi-
moniesj but the whole body of French Jews was despised and
gained the epitliets of "Dirty Jews" and "Judas".

(i) ¢ pearlson o> cit p89
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It aiould be unforgivable to forge$, by the way, the
sincere and wholehearted sympatly extended to the Jews by
the French Protestants im this tragic crisis of theirs. As
a metter of fact, their siding with the unfortunate Jews
was so unanimous, that it brougit forth a ddep movement of
anti-protestantism. Catholics and Protestunts in Frence were
never 80 violently opposed in modern history. In brief, the
Dreyfues case did not only bring the Prench Fewish problem
to & state of acuteness, it tore the Wh ole of France. In
ever) village, every group, in every family, there were
people for and against Breyfus. The effect on French unity
was disastrais. Mut however bad it could be, the effect on
the Jewish pr oblem was wtill woree. The Jews throughout all
Europe were getting a creadful warning : that of their fatal
insecurity, and, as we shall see & little later, that of the
tragic inefficiency of assimilation.

AB we move eastwards, the picture grows darker and
darker.In Russia, the tyramnical attitude of the tsars was
even worse than the meddeval fanaticism. Ther: was no more
question of emaneipation for the Russian Jews than of liber-
ty for the Rucsian peasant. ARl of them were wnslaved. But,
indeed, the situation of the Jew was nuh worse. e was
eonfined in determined "Pales of seltlement” and could not
move freely, even in the Pale: But that was not the worse.
Dreadful pograms took place every now and then, and the
Jewishpopulation was pitilessly massacred. 1881,1882,1906
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were years of mourning for Russian Jewry. Mass-emigration
began to the U.sS«As The majority remained mevertielees im
Russia where they lived in acute distress up to 1917. With
the coming of the Bolchevik Revolution, a new era began for
the Russians in general, and for the Jews in particular. Com=
plete equality was given to them. For the first time in ais-
tory, a Russian Jew could live where he pleased, choose the
job he liked , forget the "misfortune " of Leing born in

Israel.

It is etrange to reslize how, when complete emancipa-
tion was finslly granted to the Jew, it was at tue prige of
his Judaism. A Tew, in his czpacity as sueh, could not be
e free man. Only when carried away in the rew organisation of
the USSR,conld he enjoy liberty, therefore, after having got
rid of the religious background which meant so much ba- him.
we will see more of the eituation #n Soviet Ruseia a iittle
further.

Still going eastwards, we should finally quote the
tragic evemts of Syria and the troubléas brought forth after
the murder of Father Thomas, in Damascus (1840) .An accusation
of ritual murder was made agaimst the Jews of Damsscus, after -
the dispartion of a well-know priest. A few notables were sei-
zed and made to endure dreadful tortures in order to cm fess
the truth of the accusatio n. The whole community was held
responsible for the crime. The danger in which they faind
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theleelves was mch**n}[ they appealled to their Buropean
coreligionaries for helps A.Crémieux and Sir uoses Momefior
were rupoctivoiy gent on behalfof the Jews of France and
Great-Britain, in order to arrange matters with the Khedive
at Alexandria. After trying negotiations, they succeeded in
convineing the Turkish authorities of tue {mocence of the
Jewish sccused, and in removing from the Jewish community
the blame so arbitrarily cast on it.

Anyvay, the Jews cantinued to leed a half-comfor table
half-insecure life in the differemt states of Burope up Lo
the vorld war. It ie significant to note that England was
the first country to grant complete equality to ite Jews.
An English Jew could be & member of the House of Comuwons, Le
eould be a peer. NO official functicn, however important, wa
closed to him. |

The war happened, and with ‘the peace Conference came
two events which were to modify tae statué of the Jews: On
the one hand, the granting of mimority righte which were in-

people as a nation.

Up to 1918, the Jews had been an "objeet of discuss
gion" in the main international agreements which had been
sdgned. The Congress of Vienna(1818), that of Alx-la-Chapell
(1818) ythe Conference of constantinople (1866), the Congress
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of “erlin (1878) and finally the conference of Algésiras
(1906) had all dealt, among other things, with one aspect

or the other of the Jewigh situation. The Versaille s Trealy
was however the first intermetionel contract which no lon-
ger "looked at Jews as gcattered human feeagments, bui began
to coneider them collectively as & single national entity
entitled to its = n eixtence and to the reestablishment of
{te state centre in Palestine,” and later "as a state in

the process of formation." (1)

The international recognition was to be for the
Jews of far-reaching and historical significence. It was,
as we will see in a moment, the beginning of their national
emancipation.

48 to minority rights, they were very soon forgotien.
The events of Germerny, of Poland, ami others are Loo near
to us to need ary remindings. They all showsd that Lhe
status of minorities was, ae many other items, to remuin

an academic achievement.

let us gather now briefly the threads of our n:rgn-
ment. We have reviewed in this ghapter the different stages

.d emancipation, and have attempted to give a brief outline

of the Jewish eituation since. We have seen that the remove.
of Jewish disebilities did not necesesrily mean the end of
the Jewish troubles. We have attributed to prejudice, to lhs
revolution which oceurred in Jewish 1ife and the d sharmony
(t)z‘ggsmo-s _'probhu of the Paslestine mandate
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that followed the cause of that situation. After this short
review, we think that we can attribute to a deeper factor
the main reason of the disequilibrium. When the Jews were
segregated, when they were given an inferior Regal status
in the Vviddle-Ages, they were treated so as a community.
Even when they were accused of the monstrous crimes, it was

against the whole body of Jews that the Gentile anger arose.

Vhen they were emancijated, they lost their characteris-
tic natioml feature. They were disfranchised as a comsunity,
they were enfranchised as individuals. It was becaus e every
Jew was a man, because he was boyn with certain naturdl rights
that he was recognised as egual to ary other citizen. But
as he was emancipated, he was stripped of Lis Jewish herie
tage. " The effect was formall, to comwert the ;Icu from a
nationality inte a seet 3 "Judaism, wrote Deputy Schwendt to
his constituents in Alsece, is nothing more than the name
of a distinet religion.” The Jews were enfranc.ised, not as
they had been disfranchised, in their collectivity, as a core
porate entity, & nationality, b:t individually, Jew by Jewys..
without heredity, hisvory,language, culture, or social me-
mory, & mere "now" in the temporal extent of the g.nontg.gn!'
The emancipeted Jews thought it wortiwhile, and they even
tried to help the eituation in thinning their Jewish alle-
glances, through tiu camouflage of Reform Judaism.We have
seen in the begdining of this essay how they failed, and

(1)H.Xallen, op eit p.36



how they are tyitmpctmpcompromise in bringing agein in the
liberal field the element of Jewish naticvnality.

The Jewish oroblem, being & nationel problem, needs a
national solution.The Liberal Jews will not succeed in
annihilating the life of the Jewish nation, by their mere
assertion that it does not exist. Once for all, the Jews
mist teake the bull by the Lorns. They Lave dodged up to
now ;in vain.They will not be saved from their lifelong
worries unlese they are decided to face reality, and stop
trving vile or provisionsl campromises. One is amazed to
find now-a-d&y 8 Jews who pretend that Zioniem is a famoy,
shet it is much noise about nothing. One may be for or
againet Zionism, but I deem that no one has tie rightto
minimize its aim end the secrifices it has cost for the
sole sake of solving the Jewieh question. One may find
that one'e happiness lies in ery other country then PFales-
tine, and that one does not have to bakk the Zionist move-
ment. Yes, but if the solution of the Jewish problem, the
end of the Jewish tragedy may be quickened at the expense
of one'e hepoiness, there is no place for nesitation.imong
the Jews who came to settle in Pelestine, there were some
who came for instance from the USA. They had no pogroms o
escape from, they were very well off in the ‘Gtates. They
cume to Palestine where they had difficulty with the lan-
guage, with the people, with mimy internal dis turbances.
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Many of them who had liberal professions took up farming,
and sgricultural work. Do you think they enjoyed the mate-
risal difficulties which they had to face ? Certainly not,
Their life was, no dowt, more comforiable, and easier, in
America. But this is not the time for individual issues to
be dealt with. Mas the coming of theee Jews in Palestine
helped the develppment of the country, has it quickaned ,
however siigitly, the sdlution of the Jewish guestion 7 If
it has, then it was right. The majority of the Jews in the
world will not be asked this saerifice. On the contrary, all
tne eft'orte spent are spent for tleir sake. FoOr uvae number
of Jews vho could settle in Palestine is ocru:iq]: Suealle
Zionism does not aim at solving the question only for tuis
gwall minority, but for the majority who will stay scattered
here and ther<. It 1s for the sake of normalising their
gituation that other Jews have taken the difficult path of
Zionism. So instead of rueling and choosing a solution whieh
could poseibly provide an indivddual way out,(which it will
often fail to do) the Jew should give & hand to Lelp his
"people" to get out , as a whole, of its unfortunate situa=
tion, and do homage to the men who are giving up thelr com=
fort and welle-being for this only endl

May I quote a sentence attributed to Abraham Lincaln;
" Jet us Rll hang together now, or indeed , we will be all
hung eeparately!®

Ve have alluded more than once in this duiapter w
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the passage of the Jew from one world to amotler, through
emancipation. That passage was not only diffieuly, but pain-
ful.The Jew was litterally torn between two worlds, two pai-
losophies, two roads to happlinese. (The future has snown that
none of the ways has up to now led to happiness, but never-
theless, at that time, the Jew found himself before a eross-
road, and he"had" to choose.) Me had behind him a histoy
very demr to himj a religious heretage; and a national spirily
but before hém, he had The World, Freedom,Peace, for ever.
(¥e did not know that those would be only temporary.) His
personal eecurity called him to the new world, but the memo-
ries of generations of eimple, plous forefathers called him
backe. What was he to do 7

Greater and greater everyday became the number of
those who chose the World. And after having chosen it, they
conjured up pseudo-scientific primiples for the sake of
elearing their cmecience. Onme of these beliefs was Lhat,
eulturally, the Jews were inferior to the Genmtiles. They did
not take 1:10maid-nuon the stagnation of Jewid life du-
ring centuries. Discoveries are often the piling up of & hun-
dred scientists' observatiois. The Jews, being kept out of
the world, had no opportunity to get stimulated by such ob-
servetions. On the other hand, when they = d been given that
opportunity, the Jews did not remsl n unproductive. Gallen
Spein, and X ter the various countries of Burope in the ni~-
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neteenth-century were witnesses of Jewish cultural achieve=-
ments in no way inferdor to that of non-Tews; even much
more considerable if you co sider the very slight prepor-
tion of Jews to Gentiles.

Another idea widely-spread among the Jews in Furoye
at the end of the nineteenth-century was tiat they were
responsible for the misfortunes that befell them. Instead
of realising that what they vere was what the Gemtile worlid
had mac@ them, the Jews reproached themselvee with the tra-
gedy of their situaticn . What followed from those and sis
milar beliefs was thit Jews bagan, on the one hend, to imi-
tate the Gentilesy; and, on the other, that they developed
the philosoplyy of assimilation.

Before paseing to the study of Zionism, and after
having exposed the origin, evolution, and present ssate
of the Jewish question, I think it suitable to say a word
of the attempts which have already been made to solve it.
We will therefore say a word of Assimilk tion wihich has been
and is still the great rival of Zionism in the discussion
of the Jewish queaion.
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IT ASSIMILATION.=
On what premisses do the asssimilationists

found their philosophy ? Their diegnosis &8 the Jewish pro-
blem ie the following s The Jewish problem existe because
the Jews have stubbornly refused to give up their national
and cultural identity. let them give up tradition and parti-
eipate in a1l the fields of interest of their fellow-citi-
zens, and there will remain no trace of the problem.

¥hen they found the doors of the warld widaly
opened before thes after their new emancipation, & great
number of Jews followed the Assimilationist dogtrine. is a
matter of fagt, they all got wssimilated more or lessy whe-
ther or not of their free will. But only a ccrw‘n number
got aseimilated eonseicuely, with the sincere belief that
by 2o doing, they would not be sirgled out ary more. At the
begimning, the experiment was a real success. Tie Jews lived
among the Gentiles without diserimination, wit hout pr judd e,
as real fellow-citizens, as real prothers. If during that
period a few inciden s heppmned, nothing really serious
seemd to endanger that newly-won fraternity." The period
was not really Jew-cmsciam s end did not notice a Jew until
he wvas pointed out. If & man was a ne mally decen~t eiti-
zen it was a matter or tml‘lndu'romc. whether he were
Jewigh omnot." (1)

About the prectical process of assimidation, it
would be worthwhile quoting the obeervations of Dr Rupin,

author of elaborated studies about Jewish sociology« Dr Rup-
f4) T Pavban.. an ade wn. 48



pin writes 1 " The rate of assimilatiun is higher i

a) the emsller the percentage of Jews in comparison with
the non-Jewish population of their immediate euvironment.
b)the livelier the economic intercairse between Jew and
non=Jew.

w)tle higher the standard of hon-Jewish culture.

d) the greater the wealth of the Jews." (1)

Those conditims being promoted more anduore
every day, the rate of assimidation began torise pretyy
quickly. One of the charmele through which it rose was
Liberal Judaism. We have already exvosed in a previous chap~
ter its essentials. We will now explain its fal lure as an
agent of aseimiddtion. Liberal Judaism began, uf.ho reader
remembers, by denying the existence of a Jewish nation,
and rectricting the scope of Judaiem to a modemiged, re-
ligiaas field.

The Jew d¥d not find in it the feeling of kinshdp
that he found amorng the orthodox Jews of the old Synagogue.
The Reform attracted therefore onl) a emall number. But
the trouble was that it did not retain even thet small num-
ber. It is even said thet the son of a Liberal Jew 18 sel-
dom a Iibersl himeelf, Fe turns either atheist, or orthe-
dox. By modernising the dogmas, and keeping only a minimum
of religious prescriptions, the lLiberals stood half-way
between the arthodox Jews and the cmverts. Purther, as

(1) Dr Ruppin.~ The Jews of to-day.london 1913 p.&l



individual judgment was uitimately given a free play in

the maintemance of tradition, one never knew when reforms
were overcone. Once you have given up one practise, one creed,
there is no reason which can 8top you from giving up more
aned more. That is actually what hapoened. The reformed

Jews grew more and more liberal every day, and often ended
the aycle by being baptis ed.

Conversion is outside the scope of asimilation,
though iu is its légical ende Reform Judaism felled uhere=
fore in it: att.om;}t. &t aseiullatian sh ce it attained smooth-
ly an end which it would have originally cademmed , nawely,
conversion. "Whole communities were dissolved in Holy water'y
writes Steinberg. Some, by slight and successive drifte,the
Others oy drastic decisions. "It was left to Heime to erye~
tallize the spirit in which baptism was accepteds "The
baptismel certificate , he remarks, ie the admiesion tickst
into Buropean eivilization.” (i)

That the ticket turned out to be falsified, we will
see in just a mdnute. Let us mention pregent ly another mo-
vement which cost the Jew & part or the whole of hie iden-
tity, I meen,the Jewish Enlightenment or Haskala, as n'u
ealled in Hebrew. This movement, of widch Moses Vendelsohm
was the most distinguished promoter, eimed at modernising
Jewish culture. Theprice of this modernisation tumed out
t0 be Judaism itself. Independently of the will of Mendel-
(1) MeSteimberg.= op eit p.166 y



128

sohn hiuself, a debacle followed his teachirgs. His own
children and grandehildren drew decisively away from Ju~
daism. The effect of Enlighterment sroved t® have been the
undermining and destruetion of the basie of Judaism, with-
@t any positive entridution to replace it,

The result of all these movements, of all the theo-
ries which flowrdshed alorg the path of essiunilation, was
failre, unfortunately definite failure. From the end of
the nineteenth-certury to the tragic picture of Nazi Ger-
many, individual testimondes abound of the inefficiengy of
assimilation. And for those who believe that assimiletion
wes not enough, that only complete absorption, i.e. convere
eion could hsve saved the Jews from peérsecutions, here is
the personal opinfon of a well-known baptlsed Jew aboutit,
I refer to Henry Heine. That is what he wrote: "I am hated
by Jew and Christian akike. I regret very deeply tiet I had
myself baptised. I do not see that I have been the better
for it st ces On the eotrar, 4 I have known nothing but
misfortunes and mischances." (1)

The fact is not accidental that it is tue country
/' 1in whieh Jews were the most assimilated that gave birth to
74 the most dresdful persecutims ever witnessed by the civl -
7 nm world. Indeed, one will never repeat it enough,there

/ / (i) Henry Heine, auoted by I.M:blu, op cite~ p.2856



were practically no Jews in the world who were a8 much as~
similated; who were Teutonised as Butons can bej who ser-
ved their cantry with more self-denialy who contributed

¢ 80 actively to every siigle depertmemt of national life;
who were ae loyal, as loviug sons 80 their country, as tue
Jews of Germany. They are beirg duly rewarded for that lo-
yalty, theqy have been sh ce 1933. I8 that the brilliam
achievement of asdmilation 7 let no one rise and say that
Germany ig a particular case. The German Jews were deeply
devoted Germans,that i all I want to know. And that is
how they are rewarded of the eslow and painful efforte of
asd milation, of the more painmful loss of their Jewish alle-
glance. The German case may be a “spectacular case”; it 1s
not unigue. The loyalty &nd good services rendered by the
Prench Jews to their mother-country are being paid iniike
coin. So are tke Poles!, the Rumanians' , and &l ready the

Hungarians'.

Indeed, not only has assimiletion fal led, but it has
made the problem worse. There are now thousands more dissa-
tisfied, bitterly disappointed Tereselites. What hapyened %o
them is what often happens to fefujees in distress. They

| give all what they proctieu'nlly own to an individual who
/  promises them f1ight into o friendly countryj end instesd
/ of a secure haven, they find themselves led to & hell worse



than the one they escapéd from. The ase imilated Jews found
themselves cheated. They gave up all what was dear to them
in order to ensure to their children a secure and hapyy
future. And they found out thet their children were endu-
ring sufferéngs worse than theirs.

As luwig levisohn salds "The attempt to obli-
terate the difference is but to reder the aggressor fier-
cer and the persecuted more defenceless. There is no faine

teat hope except in auto-emamipation."

Naturally, our judgment of the fal lure of asei-
milation 1s based on the study of contemporary eventis.
T wenty yveare before, it would rerhepe have been diffe-
rent. Tven in a scientifiec ewrwey of thils kind, it would
be 1d1f to profess an "olympic detachment"” about momentqus
contemporary iesues. Writing &% we do in the year 1944,
we know well enough that assimilation has written its own
death-warrant. Given its poar results, it shozld not be
necessary to discuss it any more, at least while seeking
an efficient solution of the Jewish problem.

We will not close the chap ter, howsver, before
trying to explain that faiwre. The duty of the etudent of
history beirg to‘lmomt the @acts, and not only %o re=-
cord them, we will proceed to & slort anal sie of the
fallure of Assimilation as a solution of the Jewish ques~
tion.
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To begin with,instead of checking the development of
antisemitism, assimilation certainiy helped it. After
havirg attacked the Jew duriig centuries on the ground that
he refused to surrender his identity, the world was now
despising him becauee he was ussimilated. In a word, pre-
Judice was etill riling tie spirits, fanatical and ground-
less more Lhan aver. As long as it was alive , no succaess

of aseinilation conld reascnably be expected.

On the other hand, the Jew thought that he would gain
the world's reepect by beirg sssimilated.On the comtrary,
he was despised all the more. The surrender of his natiomal
spirit , and of an elaborated culture was in itselfl a con-
fession of inferioréty. “ow cm 1d it lead to more conside-
ration 7

How could the Frenchman, the German, or the Englishman,
believe in the exuberant patriotism proclaimed by the Jew
when they all eaw him abandon his hisbory, his culture,
his age-o0ld alle giances, for the sake of his own well-belng? .
It was not wrong to gualify aed milation " a multiple trea-
son", As the new philoso hy of "recos tructioniam® (i)
sees it: " Assimilation imvolves an aect of moral self-
betrayal...2 treachersy to a people in the hour of its need.
and a selfish negléet of the interests of mankind", because
" the totality of eivilization consiets not in universal

il i




homogeneity, but in the variety of individual, disparate

cultures." (1)

Above all reasms, as:imldation failed because it was
based on an erronesus analysis of the Jewish problem. The
assimi lati onists thm ght that the keeping up of Jewlsh
identity wae the onut. of all the tro:bles. They were wrong.
By giving up their identit;, the Jewe were in an even uore
anomalous positon ; They were, on the one hand dejudaised,
and on the otuer, refused any other characteristic. The Jee
wish problem has always been and still remaine & nstional
roblem. All attempte et solutions whieh ignore thie fact
are condemned to a fatel endirg. "Those wiho treat tue Je-
wieh problem as the eum total of innumerable individual _ro-
blems, render it insoluble," says Prof.Nemier. " For each
individual case is troublesome and their aggregate unbeara-
bles.« The firet step towarde a solution of the Jewish
problem is for ue to recover our historic national cons~
cio-usnees; then, and then only, can we expect the non=Jews
to eount with us, A nation isnot a mere mm total of the
{d ividuals who compose it; it transcende them all, and
possesses weight and values which none of them can cld m
individually."(14)

Pinally, let us quote the technical impossibilities
| of asdmilation, as analyeed by Dr Joseph.

O HRERR
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The first impossibility, he says, is toabandon a mtio-
nal allegiance becas e of a rational motivey nationalivy
being a matter of feell g and not of logic, camnct be de-

pendent on ratimal arguments. The same reason ls the

cause of the second iupossibility. One cannot suddenly
adopt a foreign natimality juet because one has decided to.

And finally, there remains the cmsent of the foreign
mation to welcome you among ite chiildren, & factor wiich
nas been siigfularly lackingd

In cloehg, we would like %o make one polnt clear:
We did not intend here Lo cmdemn all assimilavionistls,
mary of whom are honest, and self-gacrificing peoples we
did not wani to eriticize sssimilation as e fact, wither, It
was inevitable, given tle clircumstem es. What we have in-
tended to stress is thet Assimilation, es an iceal, nhas
proved wrong, that "there is no salvation for iue Jewish
people or for Judelsm in tne doctrine of assisilationees™
Pndeed, if 1t "had been unchecked by other forcea, it would
have been a stepping-stone to complete abwpuon for thove
Jewo who have come under its influence.” (1)

we have seen why the success of the procese hes been
shattered. For the same reason, its failure broyght forth

@ stronger desire of auto-emancipation, a nmew dignity and

 (1)leon Simone- op eit p.83



gelf-respect for the Jew, in his capacity as such. It
brought about, if not & happler, et least & realthier
atmoephere in the Jewish world. "Carmy tly standard high

o my people,” became the Jewish watchword,

1f the fate of the Tew wae to suffer, let him sufl
at his post, instead of lying defenceless in a stranger'
field.

gpeaking of eattempted solutions aof the Jewish pro
blem, one should mention the trisl made by the USSR, how
ever undertain ig the knowledge sbast it. Soviet Russian
has made a definite attempt to solve"its™ Jewish problem
one is bound to take it in corsideration.



III. THE COMMUNIST SOLUTTION.-
Socialists end communiste are

&greed as to their interpretation of the Jewish Y roblem. They
both attribute its existence to the evils of tue capitalistie
regime. The Jewish question ie, ac ording to them, one of
the cm tradictions whieh follow from & wrong social econo-
Bie system. let the gystem be replaced by a sounder one, amd
the question will be solved,

The Socieliste have attempted to find a way out of
the problem through Soeialist Zionism. Tiough widely diffe~
rent in thetd ocutlook on the Quastion, Nehmen Syrkin and
Ber Borochov represent that propositions This is what Boro-
chov writes ;" Socialiem hes several aspects. Econoemiculdy,
it means the socislization of the meens of producticny poli-
tically, the establisiment of thedictatorship of tue tolling
magses; emotionally, the ebolition o the reign of egotism
and ararehy which cherecterizes the capitdlistic systemi

- " And &0 1{s it with Zionism. Geonomically, it means the
eoncentration of the Tewish masses in Palestime j politdeally,
the gaining of territoerial &utonomy; emotioraily, the stri-
ving for & home." (i)

We will not imsist on the discussion of thk suggestion,
eimee it can be reduced to Zionism plus socialism. Ve are
not concerned here with thln economk pegime which will be
t-mma in Palestine. On the other hand, the advantages

lﬂ m of the suggestion are the same sa tie
© (4)Borechov.-mmtiomlten and the olase strugwle.ew York 1937




Zionist ones. They will therefore be discussed in the later

eriticism of Zionism.

The commnists, though starting fram the seme premisee,
reach & totally different conclusion. For them, the Jewish
problem is not to be solved " in Ruseia" in function of
Jews and non-Tews and their relsatienship. Tt is to be solved
as a workers' problem, and nothing wlee. Otto Heller wris
tes : " la eolution de la question juive dane 1'Inion Sovid-
tique n'est pas un probléme juif. C'est un problime soviéti-
que, un probldme de la dictature prolétariemne... Ce n'est
Plug la question julve a-u sens traditionmel du mot. Iei, il
ne a'agit plus d'apaiser un conflit entre Juife et nonyjuife..
la question..., adédordé ees limites propres... C'est celle
du sauvetage d'une mesec de plue d'un million de travaile
lew s, celle du retowr des .uifes & cetie activité Sconomi-
que que lul interdisalent lee régimes peseés." (1)

The question of the return to the lond 18 of course &
most interesting suggestion. The Jews have been torn form
the land centuries ago, and the return to a nealthy agricul-
tural life is certainly an schievement warth of cm sideratior.
( We will see in a moment that Zionism #e achieving it as
well) But,the experience of Jewisheolonisation in Bire-
bidjisn whic¢h promoted a new interest in agricultural pro-
Guetion, did not go without some saerifices. The guestion ie&

(1) La rfin du Judaisme.- raris . Pe79



to know whether it wae worthwhile, or not.

The Jewe are ther<fore oonsidered se a mass of workers
whose economic function is the canse of importamt troubles.
They have to be readspted to a new, prodictive organisa-
tion. If the attempt ig successful, they will fom a group
of healthy workers, but workers without religion, eince
commnism i based on a negation of religion; and without
nationality,because the existem e of a Jewish nation is

denied by the communist leaders.

The experiment in Birobidjian ie not to be considersd
like the suggestion of ~ugania, There, the Jewish .eople
would set'le on & national basis. But in Eifobidjlan, tae
Jews vauld be as an autonomous mags of workers with a very
1cogglggrr:glto conre ct them, and no religious one at alle
Of gourse, one camot judge & situation etill very vagus ly
‘known. But some coreeguences are necessarily followig from
the very irinciples of comrunism, end tiose conseguences
have turned to be complete dejudaisations The existence
of the Jewish nation is said to be & flnoq, an lnaginary
ereation becauee, according to Lénine, people of the same
natiomlity do not fom & nation unless they are very clo-
sely tied by strorg econowic bonds. The Jews do not there-
fore form a nation.

Communiem and compersion lead therefore to the same end;



annihilation of the Jew as& suchs, While 'he path followed
by the former is more l!iberal,seems more cignified, the
end it reachees ie as condemnsble ae conversion iteelf,
Though the Jews may have attaiied a higher degree of feee~
dom, or of economic normalieation throwh it, it is not to
be caisidered as a suitable solution of the Tewlsu problem.
On the first hand, it attemute a solution for oniy a part
of the Jewish people, namely, the Tusseian Jews. And we have
already remarked that unlese a nationalsolution is found
to the problem, all the remsdies euggested could be at best
palliatives.

On the other hand, it leads to the very end thet
Jews heve avoided during two thousand yeerg, numely, reii-
gime and m tional suleide. What Birobidjlan will offer in
a wodified Soviet Ruseia, under a modified coummunist regime,
we carmot foretells But ag far ag we can gather from the
actual state of things, communism can offer no satisfying
solution to the Jewish question.



PART THREE 4
ZIONISM

How shall we sirng the Lord's song

In a strange land ?

If I farget thee, O Ferusalem,

Let oy right hand forget her cunning

Let my torgue cleave to the roof of my mout
If I remanber not theej

ITf I prefer not Jerusalem

Above my chief joy. "

Psalm 137 (4,6,6)

2433z z2333

CHAPTER SIX

The growth of Jewish Nationalism

Paredoxical as it may seem, Jewish nationalism is
both the oldest and the newest movement of Jewish histery.
Tt ie the oldest since Tersel's Listary almost begins with
it. Tt is the newest since the Zionist movement to which it
hae given birth is a formation of the end of the last cen=
tury. Given its agelong Ristory and its menifold espects, we
lfﬂl. divide our study of it in different sections the first

it m will be the review of Jewish nationeliem '

-.\\
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Io ﬂp '1'0 MO"
( 1896 being the cate of the publication

of Hertzl's "Judenstaadt", the sowrce of a new oriem ation
of Jewish nationalism.)

we said above tiat Jewish histery began
with Jewish natiomalism. The Txodus from Egypt and the
Return from the Bebylomian captivity are early events of tLue
firet part of Jewish history. They have rmdnedﬁig:niri-
cant evente ever &ince. The pious Jew of the Roman Empire f
or later of medieval Burope , the hapuy Jew of Moorish
Spain, all remembered with fervouwr the Biblical account of
the return to the Holy land wi th Moses and Joelah. They
etill read the atcg'ina of the happiness thnti was the Jewsd®
when Cyrus allowed them to go back to the lLand of Israel,
after the long captivity of Babylon. They still wept on the
ninth of "Ab®, date of the first and secomd destruction
of the Temple. As & matter of fact, they still dv.

Nothing ie more poignant for a Jew, nothing
is more meaningful for a sympathetic onlooker, than to see
the day of mourning traditiomally celebrated by the Jews on
that occasion, especidlly in Jerusalem. Jews of all coun~
tries and bellefs, orthodor, nationalists or indifferent,
0ld men as well as youngests, alfut.o the depth of their
being the tragiec significamce of tiat anniversary, and uni-
te in the common sarrow. And thie does not only happen in
Jerusalem. It happens in all the towns where a Jewlsh com~
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munity exists; it has so happened during two tuousand
years. I have seen myself people crying as if they were
themselves the exiles, as if the city of which they were
deplorirg the destruction had not been destroyed twei y
cermtiries ago, hut under their own eyes. And tais emo-
tion did not come frem uncontrolled hysteria. It was the
expression of a sorrow deeply felt be every member of the
people. Every Jew wept over the misfortune of the commu-
nity, over the calmities that never ceased to befall the

nation ever since the Bxile,

NMumerais are the religious or natiomsl amniver-
series that remind the Jew of the lost Zion, and inspire
him with & latent yearning to go back." Next year in Jeru-
galem” is being more and more meant everywhere. The ortho-
odx Jews vho, in spite of & strong anti-religious current,
remein very numerous, mean it from the bottom of thedr
hearte; as to the others, those who hed lived outside
the Jewish atmes phere and who are now driven back to it
by the force of pogroms, when they say " Nexb year to Je=

rusalem”, it seems too bemtiful to come true.

The steadfastness with which the Jews remained
faithful to Jerusalem through their lorg amd fifficult
peth 18 one of the most sublime facte of their histary.
During one generation only, the one wi o lived immediately
after their emancipation, the Tews seemed to have forgot~



142

ten it. But a long time dic not elapse before they reco-
gnised their failure to thelr duty, and stood by the old
allegiance. But what 1le the failure of one generation be-
fore the faithfulness of twenty centuries 7 Ever sime

the Uispersion and during =11 lue ecm;uriu’ the Jews never
fofgot their natiomlity. The; stuck to it passiomataly.

" No tempte.ion, e..no0 induceient... nowever powerful, no
eu-xfrering, no mertyrdom, uo agony could make them forget
the sacred dbbt they owed Lo God, to their ancestars am to
themselves. They clways casidered it their duty to be
members of one great family, bound together not alone by

a common past, but by a community of undying ldeas, aspi-
rations, and hopes for & nationel future. They remained
unmistakably true to their dutys....... This everlasting,
all-abearbing and unconguerable ideaof a natlonal future

is absoltely Jewish. Tt hae cccompeanied the Jews from the
cradle to the grave." (1) Thus spesk Nahuwa Lokolov, the

@ thor of the conmprehensive ™! story of Zlionism", nimsdlf
one of ite most distirguished representatives in our

days. i

In fact, Zioniem is only the nu_dooiénauon of an
old emotion, The longing for Zion was embodied in the mes-
slanic belief sh ce the early daye of the Jewish religion,
and was, 80 to speak, 1ts geogrephicel sspect. Indeed, both

the bellef in the Messiah and the return to Zion are 80
(1)History of Zionism. London,1918 peXV
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intimately econnected in the Seriptures that tihey can har-
dly be conceived of separatddy.

On the vhole, the .Jewse vere passive in their lén-
gings. The love of Zion was .art of their aspirations, but
it did not iIn any way influence 'heir daily life. They re-
1ied bliindly on God for the . ractical realisation of their
wigh. Iike tlhat old rabbi who s ent ell ais days preying
by the “ailing Vall, end who was .nce asked by a yount pio=-
neer whzt he was doing, they would nave unswereds/ We pray

for the rebuilding of the Land of Temael.

Howmfer, gome stvempie, i only few, were made in
earlier timee for e practica return to Zion. The revolt of
Bar-¥othve {n 13! vae the ast &ltempt made under the Homans.
Amywa), auring whetwenty centuries which have pessed "elrmce
the destruction of pPalestine ag & Jewisnh politieal entity,
there wee not & single cemtury in waieh the Jews did not
cttempt to come bakk." (1)

During the Middle-sges, no wmase-emigration proved
posgible before the Spenish Inquisition. Then, tue msjority
of Jews who fled from Spain found a very hoepitable refuge
in Turkey, and from Turkey, inralestine. Jewish iife began
to be peorganised in the Holy Pend. an influential Jew ob-
tal ned the permission to rebuild the city of Tiberias, and

¥
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did go very successfully. Other communitiee began to
spring up. Iofortunctdly, the work of the Spanisnh set-
tlers wias later destroyec. £nd it wee not before another
centurt that Tiberise voe rebuilt, together with Jerusa-
lem, “ebron, end bafed. Tune communities establisued in
the new cltiee developed euccesefully, and sometimes at-

teined the nuuber of twenty-thousand inhabitants.

Other emelle=gcale imigretions vwere made later,
and £0, century after century, a new number of Jewe came
to incresse tle number of Lhae comuunity reestabliane& in
palestine. The adventure of tue False Messiah (1660)
came to show to the world thet the longing for Zion was
not only & vegue religious agpiratiom but tiat it vwas
converted 1o acticn as svon &e& an op ortunity was svaila=
bk . A Jew from Smyrne called Shabetel Zvi preclalmed
himeelfl tie leseciash and declered tuat he was designated
to take the Jewleh people back to rale etine. At thie news,
active preparations were made throughout &ll the diaspore,
" from Alexandria, Salonica, and ~leppo to London, Ham-
burg and Ameterdam.” ITdeallste and orthodox Jews, business
men, sil rallied around the pseudo-meselah. Herein iied
thie evidence of the real deslire of the. Bxlles to go back
to their lani, Eretz-Icrael, the land of Iersel, &é it
is commonly called by Jews.

The Messiah proved to be an impostor, but tue

falTdne af the nwonle wae senuine.



However, the Jews continued to lead tueir misera=-
ble ghetto life, while veiting for the real Hessiah. A
revolutionary event happened and distracted thelr thoughts
from the messianle hope : They were emancipated. The be-
ginning of the néneteenth-century witnessed the histeri-
cal joy, the rushing towards ti.e a1 teide world that we
have &already noticed in & previous chepter. The world had
opered its doors ami Welcomed the Jews. Was not that
wonderful 7 Can't we w derstand that in sueh circumstances
the Jew somewhat neglected nis religious feelings, and

consequently hie lenging for JTerusalem ?

Unfortunately, the beautiful dream of Asdmilation
vanished and the Jew rediscovered his old Jewish fee=
linge; the wore hearbroken he was, the more desperately
he now olung to his Jewishness. The feeling tihat he was
not cccepted me & Jew in the surraindiy community made
hin: rethink nis situation. “mancipation had failed;
aseimilation hed proved aplunder: antisemitism was ma-
king headway in the most lilreral societies. Where was
he to stand 7 The Jew was at a loes.

guddenly, the Zionist solution gppeured to him,
very much like the “deus ex machina®™ of classic fdramas,
a8 sTenberg 'uwl. He esaw in that solution the me&ns of

3 _ reste ing his self-respect, and the respect of others
to himg the means of leading a free, normal life in the
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ancestral soil, and a guarantee of preservation of his
Jewlish identity. He clung to it passionutely, despera=-

tely, ae to his last chance.

However, tne first serious proposale concer-
ning the return to Zion were not indtiated by him, but
by Gentiles. Napoleon ie reported as early as 17¢9 to
have invited all the Jews " & venir se renger &ous see
drapesux vour rétablir i'anciemne Jérusalem." later,
during the erisie occagiored b; the cccupation of Pales=
tine by Mehemet-4li, it was COrest -bBritadd who took the
lead in the Zionist .roposals. The events in the Middle-
nast were meking of the future of rPule stine & metter of
immediate co.cern. Lord Shafteebury made himeell tne chame~
pion of the Jewish cause and urged the povernment to
provide facilities for s vide-scale Jewish codofiisation
in Palestine. ralmerston did not agree to the suggestione
However, to show its gocdwill, the British Governm nt
instructed its representatives in Palestine andSyria to
take all Jews, whatever t.eir natiomality be, under their

protection.

Once the erisis was passed, tue proposals
were forgotten. However, public opinion remained sygpa=
thetic to the idea oraJwioh return to Palestine. The ires’
commented upon it favourably. George Rliot, at the right

time, published her "Daniel Dercnda" end comuanded the
sympathy of the intellectuals. The ¥ ea of the Return

LY
-
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to Zion was gquite lively in the conscim sness of the
@nglish world . And when later Leurence Olipnat under-
tock himself to contribute to the realisation of the
scheme, the British government gave him &1l hie support.
It was the empression, z& some writer put it, of the
sympathy of a Bible-loving people for tie pecple of tie
Rible.

Meamb ile, TJewis. spiritual leaders were s king

a signi’lcant contribution tothe Zlonist idea.

cses Hess propegated his views én the Jewish problem
throuwh his "Rome and Jerusslem" (1862). He noticed the
foilure of Assimilation and streseed the necessity of a
pationel golution tothe Jewid problem. Bmancipation has
railed Dbecause it offered an individual solution, he
said., What we need ig mtioml emencipationy recoguitien
of the Jewish nation end mormalisstion of Jewieu 1ife.

" It is only with the national rebirth that the religiows
genius of the Jewe will be endowed with new strergth
and again b. reinepired with the prophetic spirit", he
writes.(1) He encouraged resettlement in Palestine as
goon a8 an opportunity would ariee, and the development
of Tewleh national life in all fields of action and
thoughit. ‘Int. ue remerk, by the wa , that tuds pene-

: trating analysis of the Jewish problem was made same Ludx

" (1)Rome and Jerusalem.-New York 1018+
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ty years before the publication of Theodore Hertzl's
Witifg.o

"fome and .Jerusalex" hed a coma@m dlng unfluence
on the cortemporar; Jewieh thought. liess's unfalling
belief in France made it searticularly c.ose to the frenzh

Jews' learte,

Soon after "lome and Jerusalem", an "Appeal to
our bretheen" wae issued Ly & Polish rebbi of the name of
Hireh Kalisher. Tt urged all the Jews of the Diasporae to
move from contemplation to sction, end help in the re-
bulilding &nd repopulation of the Foly land. Tnie ap.eal
ie the more significant that it coves from an arthodox
rabbl. Whereas certain other crthodox .Tews‘ re;irded it
as heretical to return to Zion before the coming of the
Yessish, Rabbl Kalisher Jjoined feith to prectical sense
and saids Heaven helps those w!o Relp themselves. "Even
if the time of Grace hss ‘no.t. yet come, he writes, when
we shanld think of erecting cn alter to the Lord in Zionye
vevesse the following proposal ig still prectical.”
Follows & profect o colonisation in Palestine snd sug-
gestions &6 10 the development of & Jewish agricultursl
life,and eo forth. "God in his Grace will then support
us, and we will, though smell in our beginning, conti-

- mually grow and come more and more into the possession
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of the Moly Iand, ae the prophet foresaw. e, Lowever,
must meke the begimming; es T have proved by numeroue

eitatiore fras Telumud."(1)

Rabbi valisher's appesl had at leaust one conse-
quence. It won th his cause the "Alllance Isrebiite
tniverselle" which had been founded in 1880, and induced
this body to found a Jewish agricultural school near
Jaffa. The sechool wee founded in 1870. It ie "Mikveh
Tereel" ( The Hope of Terzel) tiat is up to now one of
the great agricultural schools of palestine. The fact 13
important not so much beczuse of its fruit, ae one of
the earl; beginuings of colonisation.

A 1little later, nuseisn JTewry pagan to make lis con-
tribution to the Zionist theory. Peretz-Smolenskin , &
staunch Zionist, led & vigorous pro aganda in a llebrew
paper he founded, and insisted, again, on the necessity
of preserving the ldéntity of the Tewish people. He ex=
posed the good results alreaday achieved by Jewish cul=
ture and wmphasized the duty of évcry Jew to preserve
them as such.

1882 brought two important though very differant
additions to the hietory of Judaism, namely, the Russian

(i)quoted by Moses Mess.- op cit p.176

P
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pogrom, and Pingker's "Auto-emancipstion”. The latter

followed from the former.

Pinsker oleaded for .Tewish national emanc ipa-
tion and for the establishment of a national home.In a
ehort but striking pem hlet, he summarised the evils
of the Tewikh situation. He attributed &ll the troubles
of tiie Tewe to the abnormelity of their situationy They
were, as he said "the disembodied Bhost of & race",a
"living corpse amorg tue nations." It was not surpri-
8ing therefore thet they vere trested everyvwiere s
aliensy, &8 inferior beilnge. If Lhey eeek tlhe end of
their miseries. the Jews must emancipate themselves, t.'ncjr
must regard themselves as memvers of the Jewieh nation,
for "in the unconspicuous circumstance of the Jews not
appearing ae an independent people before the eyee of
the netiocne, lies the secret of their exceptional po-
eition and of their endlees miseries... The world caw
in thie people the uncanny appearance of a dead men 4 who
walks with the livig . This ghostly sppearance of a
nlkirg dead men; of a people without unity andorgani-
sation; without land or bandj +....this astonishing
specire, unparalleled in history could not but produce
@& peculiar and strange impression on the imagination

~ of the natims.” (1)

: f ~ (1)Auto-emancipat on.~ op eit pa.ll
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It is Iinteresting to note that Pinsker begen by
asking for a Jewish national home, but not for Jyduea.
He joined afterwards the "Chovevei Zion ( Lovers of Zion)
whoge main tesk was to help Jevish cclonisation in Pa~

lestine. Ye therefore eonded as a Zioniet.

Vhile speakinr of the movement of the "lovers of
Zion", let ue say a word about its achievememt s. The
movement began By spreading in Muesda, and from there,
in the Vestern Tewish communities. The aim of the organie
zere wvas Lo pnooutege emigration to Pelestime. a1d to
raige funds in order to help the settlers who were en-
during enormoue sacrifices. The .and wae barren,malaria
and other scourgee made life very diffieult. Neverthe-
less emigretion t.ook‘ wide propertiors. The "Chovevei Zi-
on" tried to get a Charter from the Porte but they dt_‘
not succeed. Nevertheless, they got their movement le=
gelised in Mucsla, end thue contimved officially their
activitiess The mumbers of Jewish settlers in Palesti-
ne are signifiecent of the work accomplished by the
movement:
1839 e.:evsvess. 1lle000
1034 siiiiis! seeene
The "Chovevel Zien" however, were responeible
k -*M a part only of the achievements. large-scale immi-




St

152

gration was supported !y Baron Tdmond de Rotechild and
by the Jewish Nclenisation Agency ( I«CeAs) whiéh admi-
nietered & fund ereated by Saron de Mirsch for Jewleh
relief, Tt it to thosge srenies and to the supyort of
Jewry ¢11 over the world thet the firet Jewish settlers
oved trheir meintenance., In gpite of innumerable difficul-
ties, the .Tewieh coloniee soon flourished and gave birth
to an entirely "Tudaised" and healthy life. Agricultural
deve lopment wae oroving succesefuls A reilatively prospe-
rous export trede wee organised. A Tewlsh culturel life
wae being at lsgt led in thie land of Isvael . Hebrew
wag revived and used azg s llving language. at school,

at home, In social 1ife. The "viglons were beirg slowly
translated into realitiecs. The Jewe Lad not only esta-~
blished thelecelves =8 ¢ aluable element in tue ecuaomic
1ife of Padestime : thg were gracually building up &
vigoroue and many-sided soelety in wiich their fellow-
Jews elsewhere caw, with tope a:d pride, the promise of

a Jewish rensiscance.” (1)

(1)Stein.- op cit  p.69



IT. FROM 1856 ONWAFD.-
Thus, when Hertzl came, tue

impulee hed already been given. Jewieh seltlement nad

a'reedy been encouirs; ed in pa eslines Vhat wae Hertzl's
contribution to tle wovement y Laen 7 Hertzl, as his pre-
decescor rineker, saw the .Tewish Toblew in ite true
Ugite "The solution of ihe Jewieh difficulty, " ne said,
"ls the rec.gnition of the Jews as doeople end tne fine
ding by them of a legally recognised home to which Jews
In tacge parts of Lho vworid in whieh tuey are opurecssed

would naturally migrate,"

e a_lread: seg in ;aiq Etetement the twofold age-
pect of wodern Zioniem: The completion of Jewish national
1ife, on the cne hend; erd Lhe foundation of & reiuge for
perzecuted Yews, on tue other. Before Hertzl, nobaiy had
pointed with sueh & econviction to Llie recognition of the
Jewe as & nation as an immediate end indiepensable pre-
liminary to the nomalisation of Jewieh life. Nobedy hed
fused tioe existing Zionist ropees in a coherent wuole,

&6 he did, The "Levers of Zion" had done diligent work,
but without plams nor organisatio . Hertzl called a Zioe
nigt congrese vhich met at Besle in 1887/ He systematised
Ziondst work and Fropagated it sklfully,

But lids comtribution would have been & second=
rate one 1if it had only comsisted in orgenissi on. He did



more. e raleed the Zionist iesue to the plan of Inter-
national rela i{ons. He acked for an tateruaticonul regoe
ition of the .Tewieh nation, end an Internationally re-
cognieed home 1or it. "We should be plven sovereignty
over & irac' of the earti's surfuce lust is adequate
for owr rigitful needs -8 & nation, e suid. Ve snall
provide evervtining else Ours-!.hvea." Indced, he organised
& taorowhly elaborated aseociztion for thieeetabliis ment
of the settlere on the &ndy the "Jewieh Compemy", and
another one to adminieter their voeelble owninge in the
land thevy were lea¥ing. ‘e sat in & bLroed but comprehen-
s8ive sketch the main conditlone of realisation of the

Zionist project.

In all fatrness to ‘lertzl, orfe ehould not pore
trey him as &an ardent "Zionist", a Zion=Zionist, I mean.
''ertz) suprgested Palestine cs well as Argentine &g a
pogsible besie for the natimal home. Put tule was not
out of ratiomal objeetion to Pelestine, ae much as out
of ignorance of the pert ralestine piayed in Jew ish na=
tional life, In 1807, he becawe a Zion=Zipnizt. The aims
of the Pirst Congrees Le was ;_'nuinuu, whkich caue to
be known as the ntasle pProgramme, began with the fol-
lowing: "Zioniem strives to creaste for the Jewish peo~
ple a home in Falestine gsecured by public lawe™(1)

(1)quoted by Stedn.- op cit p.88



There is one thing to be added, awong others,Qo
Mertzl'e cmce tion of Jewieh nativna deme " A nation
ig in 2y mind, he wrote, 2 historical group of men ol
a recognicable coheelon, held towether by a common
enemg. Then , 1 vou add to thet t.e vord “Jewlsh",
rou wor Ld have whet T nnderstand to be the Jewish nae
tione"(1i) T think that Vertzl'e judgment of @ tisemitiam
as a fzetor of Tevish netionelity ie exaggerated.
“pert {rom the negative effect of antisemitism, I deem
that Jewish heitoricel consciousnees, connection with
tiie Moly land,Yewleh feith, culture and social life
are greatly ree;ponsible for the moulding of Jewleh
nationalisms Zionism cen by no means be reduced to a
reaction aguinst entisemitisme It is much more tuan
that. A& Vordau gave: "Il n'est oes exact de dire yue
le Cionisme =8t un gecte de truculence ou une réaction
désespérée contre 1'enticémitismes... Bans doite,
maing Juif instruit n'a été conduit & se rattacher

eu Judaisme gue par L'm tisémitieme..... leils chez la
plupart dee sionietee, l'antisémisisme n'a &té que

la comtrainte qui les obligea & réfléchir a leurs
relations avee les peuples, et lumr réflexion les a
econduite & des résultats qui resterort durablement
acquis & leur esprit et 2 leurs sentiments, quand
bien m@me 1'atisbmitisme dispareitrait entidrement
du meonde.y (11)

iﬂ?wud by Stein. n:g.cit’?o??
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I think thal tlile 18 true of 'lertzl =& well. lue fact
that antisemitiem led him to rebhink tie Jewlsh problem
inducec him to attribute %o it Yoo greut & share in the

formation of tlie _roblem.

Hertzl Cu nded politicz1l Zionism. e comt ributed
largely to the develpment of theZionist movement at krge,
but it is very “ortunate thaut pAhad-llzem succeed Lim promp-
tly. Tertzl made of Zionism a matte too much "terre-ié-
teer#", only concerred with politice and detalls of organie
sation. Aeher Ginsberg ( One of the People, as L@ was called
in hebrew), came very timely to raiece the value of Zionist
ideals, or mors juelly, to put them in thelr true place.
Ahad-'laem soyht a re™ge for Judalem , more than for the
Jewe, T mean,for tLe culture, the Eiblical heritage, the

spirit of Tewlsh “ife. !"is 1decl wae tie following:

" A natioral spiritusl centre of Tuduism to whieh
all Jews will turn with affectior, and whieh will bind all
Jews togethery s centre of etudr and learning, of language
and litersture, of bodily work and spiritual puwrification;
& true minieture of the people of Israel as it ought b Des..
80 thet every HWebrew in the Diaspors will thimk it & privie
lege to behold just once the centre of Judaism and wien
he returns home will say to his friends s If you wigh to
see the gemiine type of a Jew, wiether it be & Rabbi or
a scholar or a writer, o famer or an artist, or a business-
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men, then go to ralestine and you wlll see it." (i)
Alled-laam cimed a-t tne gemine spirlitual re-
generation of the Jewleh peuvple. He wrote & series of
esseyve which are of the ulmoet interest for tue student
of Tudalsm, indeed, for any student of .hilosopiye. He
{6 deeper then Hertz ! in more ways than one. lie clear
ineight mokee him reaiize the fundemental sbnomality
of tue Jevish sitwation, the g iritua! one. Here is a
peop e with & deve.oped cu.ture,witii intellectual gifts,
with en honocured {uith, withwg spiritual centre., Tae Jews
Leve zlieys lad & soiritual centre duriig thelr wande-
ringse. It was onge Babylon, snother time Yavné( gxe
refuge given by the omane to the Jewish centre .f lear-
ning), anotlier time Spalne Indeed, Jewlsh nistory e
been characterised ce t.e successive sniftings of tne
Tevigh cultural centree. Modern Jewry live without that

centre.

thile he reestubliched in ite true light tie
eluturel d m of sionism, Ahud-Haem completely disregar-
ded 1ts political aimes In a world of Fower-Politice &8
oursg, é&'nation ca not unfortunatel; live denied of a'l
politica’ attributes. The unbiased student will combine
the cultural end political aims of Zioniem as reepective=
ly expounded by Ahad-Haam and Hertzl , and will get a

(i)Zeenye on Zioniewm and Judaiem « J.Mn 1922 p.132
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right understending of a moderate, bulanced Zionism. For,

as tue etudent will have geoetie red, Zioniém ie not a "rigid
body of aormae" Tt is & complex of living foreces, It is

by thLe iwt erplay of tlose forees, and t:e reada taticn which
hag taken place every time tie movement heae been eubjected

to one of “lhem that Zioniem hse slowly found iteelf,

And 1f scme one acgks ue efter this silwort review what
is Zienlem, we vill not cnewer tuat it is simply an orga=
niged movement which # ims at reset.ling the Jewlsh eople
in Palegtine. Ve nave seen 'hat it is wore than timt. It is
in reallty "a& comlex of (em:tt_iﬁm,' ideas, and prectical
necesslticse. The iraditicnal ettaciment of the Jews to tae
ceradle or ihelr race and foith," sbove all, "thelr mysti-
eal belief in the (imal ingatherirg, their wounded pride,
their uncesy consclousnesc of a guestionable stetus, their
anxlety (v reg:in their self-reg cet end Lo vimiicate their
right to selfeex reccsion, the ootward pressure roam the crows
ded ghettoes of Pastern Luropey(i) end the unfalling wish
to preserve theilr identity, all these elements have cm=
tributed to the fommation of Zionism.

(1)Stein.~ op eit pedl




III.TRRRITORIAL IEMe -
In speakirg of Hertzl and his viewe

on Palestine, we purpogedly omitted 10 mention the Ougeanda

offerywhich we will deal with presenly.

To begin with, let ug say & word ol definitim.
Territoriaeliem ig the movement which aime &t a Jewish natio-
nal restormtion, but which, for esome reason or smother, does
not aek specifieally for Peketiney, but would do with erny
other Territory.The movement hee been called by some & non-
Zion Zioniem, but, eg we cre going to e€ec, the word Zioniam
does not apply beemuce tie differemce in the lund infers

& total difference in cut.ook.

The territorislist sttitude is taken by some , not
beceuce of the cifficulti=s widch arc in the wag of re-
settlement in ralestine,but because the land factor 1s dig-
regarded by them s unimparteont. Isreel Zan gwill who was

et the head of the movement went to the extent of opponiu' :

R

* himself to Paketire. ( "Ineker did so very definitely before t
he joined the "Chovevei Zion"). The reason given by nim is
the danger of revivifying a dead body. Zionisk is reactlio-
nary, he says, anl therefore dargerais., "Zioniem takes itas
vieion and ideal from the past: territorialism places them
in the future. Territorialism moves along the livee of
) “greative evolution,.. The past is for inspiration, not
A --_-_:,,';‘:m;en. for comtination, not repetition. Evem 1f Judaea
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1s reeeteblished in Paleetire 1t c:'n never Le the old

Tudnea sgain , any more then Mebhrew , if It becowes &gain
the natiorsl language, can be restricted (o tue tibilesl
vocsbulary. Aeroplanes wust now {1y throgh Hebrew llte-

rature a6 well =g archangeds."(i)

mhic vae vritten in lvel. Had Zangwill witneesed
the 'recent stabe of +uliegtine, he could have herdly waine
teined his fecr about "ell wio play witn tle past and re-

vive the intellectuclly extimnet.”

Tt ie bhaghked by Jangwill'e interpyretation ofphe
netinmal egolution thet Lne Jewish Territorial Organisa-
tion vee “ounced (T.T«0. The territor; they socughl cume
to be called Ttolend.) The Guestiun took & practical im-
portence vhen the britieh Covermment, &t the insterce of
Joeeph Therberlsin, made the Zioniset orgenis ation tue Len=
t.tive offer of a territory in Tast ~frics, proﬁect vhleh
csme to he called "the Ouganda offer"(1¢o3). The majorilty
of the members of Lhe Cougress were on yrinciple opposed
to it. A comnigeion wihich vwee sent to examim the canuy
returned with & discouraging reyorte £o the project wes
ultimately rejected, and a peport made in the Seven Zlonist
congrese, recognising the good will of nreat-BEritain,but
stating the imability of the Congress to accept anything
which was not Palestine.

~ The refusal vas considered &8 insane by numbers of
(1)The volce of Jerusalem.-New York 182l pe7l
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onlookers, but a closer study of the m tter will show

that the Zionists were not wrorg.

The importance of Pulestine, end no other laad, in
moulding Tewish mationcliem must, by no meansy be _isre-
ger-ed, Tt 1s the memory of Peleetine whicii linked the
Jews together through a. 1 the countries of the Gxile,it
is the hLope for ite redemytion that preserved Jewry in
splte of £11 the disrupting farces of the diaspora. The
memory of Palestine was spirituslised, uince the seople
wio longed for its revivel never saw it in their Life.
"The fact is tnet tle link between tue .Tew und Talestine
is a natiopal link in tie mogt absolute senge, writes
Leon Slmon, in the eense of belry emtirely independent
of any gort of perscnal connection. The individusl Tew
may 1llve hiz 11fe outeide Palestiney... but deev down
in tle roots of hils beh g, bomd up with the very sense
of hie Tewlshness, there ie the eco'wletion that until
he Peturn tax & place, his nation is in exile, becaunse,
however sutlsfactorily ae and millicns of other Jews
mey adjuet themeelves to their different enviromments,
the 1ife of hig nation eannot be properly lived except
in palegtine." (1)

It is perfectly tmue thet tihe memory of the old

(1)Studles of Jewish nationalism.~ op cit p.lol
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naticnal 1life in Palestine ..as been an essential part of
the tradition that vreserved Jewish ldentity. loreover,

it ie becmuse of Palestine that we are entitled to 6. eak
of a Jewish peopie at alls "The territory is determined by
history.TQ restore Tewish naticml life meens to reconnect

the Jews with tue "lanud of Ierael'.

The 1uportence of ralestine to the Jew could be
slresced by a comsari:on between Jewlsh and Roman natimas
lisuws for instam e. The Nloman could export his nationalsm
wiarever hie com uests led him. It wase cuite independent
of ti:e lomen soils The Tew could iive = full netionsl Llife
only in pPeleetine, sirnce t.e coceplt of tue land of Israel
wae the main element of hie nationzl conseiousness,

"In the light of what hes been eald, it will be clear
taat tioe uodern Jewis: aspiration for a return to ialesti-
ne is not simply, is not fundsmentally, aklnaire to chene
ge political couditions for tie benefit of a varticular
nations It is first and loremost a nstural expresdon of
his Judaism on the pert of the mudern Jew."(1)

let 18 not foryet the vart played by pPalevtine for
all the religious Tews,by the waye+ The words of the pro=
phet remain true : " How shall we siig the LVrd's song
in a forelgn land ?" And in the words Blanche Dugdale,

. what we wvant is Bretz-Israel, not ersetz-Israel.

(1)1eon Simom.~ op wit p.los

o e e 1
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In fact, &s all Jewish life {e going to be reorganised,

88 one contry e going to gl.e the tune to ell depart-
mente of nationel life, it cppesre cleerly thet no coun-
try in the world can cld m to be regurded ae exhibiting
the norm of Jewish 11 erocept the "Lund of Teruel”,

YThe morsl a'rthority 1o lied in such & cliamy &nd of

couree ouly wToral authority is in questis y could never
be ac nired except by a tyoe of Jewdsi: 1ife develpped

under fgvourable conditione in the one £.ol on the globe
hhir;htfzisto:y hae mede uni ne and eacred for all Jews as

such." (1)

After having been ewmr rised at tre refusal of JUug e KA,
Lord Belfoor himeelf was conviiced of the widdom of tne
Etey taken. " The scheme vas certainly well-intentiuned,
he vritee in the introduction bo N.Sokolov'e "Higtory of
Zioniemn, anéd:[ think, meny merits. Put it had dne se-
rious defects It wae not Zionisme It attempted to {imd a
home for men of Jewien religion and .Tewish race in a re-
glon far removed from the coaintry where thst rece was
nurtured #md thet religion came into being. Convercations
I held with Dr Veizman in Janumry 1006, comwinced me
thet history could not thus be ignored and that if a
home wae to be found for the .Tewish veople, homeless
now for nearly ninef.un hundred years, it wae veln to
geek 1t anywhere but #n Palestine." (i1)

(1- Simon. The dlements of Zionisme~ London 1934 Pedo |

- (11) History of Zioniem.~ op cit p.XXIX

|




Gome attempts were made, after tie fallire of the
Muganda offer, to settle tie .Tews in Argentiney Sen-Do-
mingo, ladagascar, Thritien ulena. All of the fel led,
fact 1, that independently -f any sentimental argument ,
there is no sultable land zveldble, Tropical or Arctie

reglons are hardly to be seri Mely considered,

VUn the ther hend, the goir{tual effect of such a se
tlement vould be =1lmoet va Melerse The constant efforts
of the I.T.0. lave succeeded in cettling some thirty tho
saml Jews in Argsriine amu pazil. That f{& very good. Ru
the uf'lievezm ts have been fur from impressing the Jewis.
worlde The amerlicen set!lers Wy be happy where tiey liw
but they have by no meane iif iuenced Jewien life 1in the
Plaspora, tiey huve not cel 4 nosm of life %o be reger-
ded ae an ‘ideal by Teve «il over tue world, As Leonard
Ctéin jute it very ¥1:vily, no une has ever sugyested
that "from YMaurieio shell E0 forth the lLaw and the Yord

of' the lord from nire-2ios,"

Sxperience has therefore shown th Argentine, in Cri-
meay in Rifedbidjian, thet even favourable geographic
conditiong ecould not sllow Jewish settlement to develop
where the nat:.om-l}daa wes miselnge Territodalism Las

TR 1M shown, as well as Reform Judoism, that a Jewish
A&i regardless of the beasile nutional elemente of Ju-
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daiem, was imposslble to live. ".n inspiratiou of high
intensity is neeced to tremefom & Lo:ﬂ -urbanised pecple
into zg:leultural vorkere, ceye Prof.dumier. The rebirth

of tue Tewleh eo;:le is bound np with Jalegtine.” (1)

Ardl Israel Junghvill wrotey in g lte of nle Ter-
ritoriailistic ecwiwietivis. " The yearni:g ol the Jewisi
eoul to wideh Yeuuda liclévy guve suei. touciing Eapression

le en ewmotion of no suell s.iritusl potency." (ii)

er.r'il.uu-le;li:ﬁ.ru g1 nec-territorialism buve fui-
ied lecsnupe tuey refused Lo see tue Tewish uroblem in its
true “tTewleh" iigut. They scw it w6 e netlomal jrobucia,
&8 any otaer nstional yroblem, but not  articuierliy con=
nected with tie ¥oly land of Jewlsh prayers. By novglt
hes been lesrnt, in the vwords of the Rev.de S0la Poold,
that: ‘"uwhether we look &t tue phyelecal national ulsto-
rm of tue .Tews with its unbroken attacoment to the land
of the Tethers,or vietuer ve look to the spiritualihise
tory of the .Jew expreseed In Judaism vivn ite thousand-
fold roote inyand fruite fvom, the soil of Pulestine
stands revealed as the background of the torah, the
metrix of the Tewlsh epirit, the home of the Jewish
peo . ley the central fact and sumbol of ocur Jewieh u-

mity." (iii)

wm Fanchester Guardian. ilov 26 1943

i JThe voice of Jerusalem.~ op eit p.288 _
111)Revede Gola Pool quoted by reul Goddman. The Je-
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[II. SPIRITUAL JUSTLFICATION OF ZIONISM.

We have 8o far studied the origin and growth of
the Zionist movement, and the various aspects it took during
ites evolution. We have shown, as we went on, the inter-
pratations proper to every one of the %ionist leaders, and
the specific aims every one of them sought to attain for
the Jewish people, through the lLionist channel, Before we
close, we should however state the ocomprehensive aime

sought by modern moderate Zionism,

To begin with, we will deal with the guestion
often asked by aympathetioc but ignorant onlookers: Why
should you persist in your determination to lead a national
life? Look what it cost you of sufferings in the past., If
you ean be happy without it, give it up.

As I said, statements of the kinde show, though
wellemeaning, a total ignorance of Jewish history, of
Jewish nationalism, and of elementary dignity., Why should
we live a8 a nation? Such a question, if asked to an
dnglishman, would shock him to & degree, With him, the
question does not arise why should the English live as a
nation, It follows from Jlnglish history, from the lLnglish-
man's characteristics, from his belief in his wvalue and
mission as an inglishman. But whereas facte are evidences

when dealing with other nations, they become doubtful pro=-
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positions when eoncerning the Jews, As saye 7angwill, there
s no reason whatsoever why "long live Fngland" should be
honourable and "Long live Judaea" aggressive, If the test
of nationhood makes all nations equal in moral rights, 80
much the better. If the rights are proportional to servioes

rendered, the Jews 8%ill have a elaim. "if the aspirations
of some of the nationalities that bave arisen in our sight
had any internal justification, need it be questioned,
whether the Jews have a sinilar right? They take a larger
part in the international eivilization. They can show more
services rendered to humanity; a greater past and history;
a oommon and unmixed descent; an indestruetible vitality;
a steadfast faith; and an unexampled martyrology. Iio
people has been so much sinned against by other nations,

Is all that not enough to make it eapable and worthy of
a country?" (1)

This plea expressed by Pinsker is in itself as
he sald a symptom of degradation of Jewish standarde; The
fact that we find ourselves justifying our vory-right of
existence "as Jews" is an insult for the Jewish people,
and for humanity at large. In the twentieth-century, it
ghould be a shame that the Jewish nation, the most ancient
of all existing nations, should still have to plead for
ita right of existence, In the post-war world, the peoples
__Ulll have to take such guarantees as will make ours a

(1) Pinsker, op. cit. p. 51,
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better world., '"Preedom of thought and of relipion, freedom
from want and from fear must beo the first aim for all
peoples after the war, writes Prof, Brodetzky, and for the

Jews, freedom also to live." (1)

Assuming that this freedom to live is at last
recognised, (in faoct it has already been recognised, but
recognition without the wholehearted will to enforce it
in practice, remains unfortunately purely academic) what
are the Jews going to do with it, what are their plans of

restoration for the future?

The Zionist aims at national restoration are still

a8 in Hertszl's time, twofold: The first of those aims

is to found a land of refuge for those Jews who cannot

live elsewhere, or would not be admitted to live elsewhere,
This ain has become a matter of vital concern to~day,

The Jews were persecuted at all times, mnd there hae always
existed the need of much a refuge, But other luﬁnl were
available; the U,.8.A. and South-America had their doors
opened, and the majority of the immigrante rushed to the
New world,

To-day, the persecutions are more pitiless and
ocondnoted on a larger soale than ever, And the doors of
the New as woll as of the 0ld Continent are hermetically
olosed, %o boot. Where are all the Central Buropean Jews

(1) In The Jewish national home. op., oit, p. 269
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who will outlive the war to go? The erushing of the Nasi
power will not coincide with the eradication of anti-
somitism, Life in most of the presently ocounied countries
will still be imposeidle for the Jew, Palestine will be
the only outlet possible for him, And when I say that it
will be the only one, I do not refer either to spiritual

or national longings, I say the only one beoause it is
either Palestine, or the Naszi hell, There will be no

other alternative. "It i8 no wonder that a certifiocate

for Palestine ie considered the highest boon in this part
of the world. One in twenty, one in thirty, iﬁy get it
and 1% ie the redemption of these people; it is tantamount
to freedom, the opportunity to live and work, and that is
why they watch with such intensity all that is going on
here, and whether or not the doors of Palestine will remain

open or will remain closed,"™ (1)

A groes misconception of Zioniem has made people
believe that the return of all the Jewish people to Palestim |
was intended., This erroneous view is still widely spread
among Jews, which proves once more how the Jewish problem
and Zionism are misunderstood even by thoee who should
know it best., The whole regathering of the people is not
aimed at, Palestine should be a welcoming centre, first

(1) The Jewish People and Palestine. op. ois. p. 9.
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for the Jews who are denied elementary human righte else-
where, and secondly, for the Jewe who feel that they will
lead a happier, & more Jewish life there. However, this
second category will have to be restrained, given the
aoctual economiec possibilities of Palestine (the aseumption
being made that the political difficulties will have been
made away with.) The Jews who are not Zionist because

of the fear of being severed from their actual mother lands
can stop worrying. They will never be asked to pack up
end go to Palestine, if that ie not their own wish. The
probabilities are, on the contrary, that immigration
certificates will be refused to those for whom it will not
be absolutely indispensable, at least in the first phase

of reorganisation,

I am perfectly convineed that a great part of
the Jews who are anti-Zioniste are so because of their
misunderstanding of Zionism, or more Justly, because of
their ignorance of it. Let the Jew understand the real
aims of Zionism, let him grasp that Zionism will not do
him harm, but on the ocontrary, that it will help him to
live a happier life wherever he is, let him apprecisate
the duty it will accomplish towards the moset unhappy
sections of world Jewry, and I doubt very much if he will
remaln indifferent, or opposed to it. (0f the situation
of the Jews in the diaspora as a result of Zionism, we
will speak a little later.)
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The second fundamental uim of ZLionism is to
normalise the 1ife of the Jews in the various countries
in which they are settled, and by so doing, to contribute
to a solution of the Jewish problem. This aim is not less
important than the first, on the contrary, it is more sig-
nificant becanse it will lead to far-reaching and durable

consequences in the Jewish world,

Here we come to the most important part of our
esgay, namely, the contribution of Zioniem to the solution
of the Jewish problem. We have analysed the Jewish problem
a8 being that of a homeless nation, with a ninority status
everywhere, that of a civilisation deprived of a spiritual
center, that of a nation which is living, and yet whose
most important attributes are demd; finally, that of a
people who has acquired through an age~long segregation,
certain characterietics which make of it an abnormal body
anong the other nations. ZLionism, by the Jewish restora-
tion in Palest ine, proposes to deal with every one of
those issues, In so far as it will succeed in normalising
the life of the Jows abroad, in so far as it will make
Jewish 1ife a healthy, complete national life, 1t will
have contributed to the solution of the Jewish problem.

"Hormality must be our aim, says Prof, Namier
to be no longer either prodigies or outoasts, or both,
Jews with a national conscliousness and purpose must be
given an honeet chance to build on the foundations which
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they have laid in Palestine: a Jewish National state nust
arise there once more (and then, after we have ceased to
be a "peculiar people”, even the position of thoge who
remain in the Dispersion will hecome more nornal.) There
nust be a ocountry where Jews oan live, work, and amuse
themselves as they please; be good, bad, great, or ridl-
oulous: but like all natioms among themselves, not under
the ayes of strangers... If, having oonoluded the OGreat
Journey, we shall become altogether humdrum and medioocre,
that, too, will be our own affair: but our children will
have a better life - and this suffices,™ (1)

How is this "norm" to be attained? PFirst of all,
the Jews will possess a territory of their own. This is
the indispensable basie of national restoration, Speaking
to the Italian people, Maszini saild: "Without country, you
have neither name, token, voice, nor rights, no adnission
a8 brothers into the fellowship of the Peoples. You are
the bastarde of Humanity. Soldiers withont a banner,
Israelitees among the nations, you will zind.nalthor faith
nor proteoction; none will be sureties for you,"(1i) When
the Jews will enjoy the possession of a free, national
territory, they will regain the first important attribute
which they missed throughout nineteen whole centurios,

With 1t, they will enjoy a healthy internal political 1ife,
and normal international relationships with the other states

,d The Jews. ou. p. 12
’ “““ b’ m op. oit. P 47 o

K s
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On the other hand, the restored motherland will
be the Jewish spiritual centre, Jewish culture has for
such a long time been mixed with foreign cultures, that
it will be necessary for the Jews to regain the spirit of
their owmn oculture., Judaiem hae 8till a spiritual contri-
bution to make to Jewieh life. When it is onet aside, it
means the lose of culture of profound significmance, And
though the national home will oontain only a small fraction
of the people, that fraction will be saored for the whole
people, and will give birth to such epiritual achlevements
a® will characterisze Jewish culture, a® a whole. The Jaws
of the Diaspora will see in it the free development of the
true Jewish epirit, when it lives ita own life, unrestrained

by outaide restrictions.

The spiritual influence of Palestine must be sauch
as %o counteract the powers of destruction in the outalde
world, to inorease the resistance of the Jewish people o
such a point that it ocnn escape amnihilation. The spirit-
ual reviwval will strengthen the allegainoces of the Jew to
his culture, and to his nation, and will contribute there-
fore to emmncipate him in the Jewish sense, to make him a
Jew conscious of his Jewishness, and if nov overproud of
it, then conscious of ite inherent walue.

All the aspects of the situation chn be reduced
%o the idea of suto-emancipation: The regeneration of

- il
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Jewish life will muke the dimspora Jow more gelf-conscious
and therefore less pusceptible to the ettacks of anti=-
gemitiem, It will restore self-respect to the Jewish
poople, and will bring the Jewish nation into the respeot
of the other nations of the world, The Jews will love the
Cheracteristio of & "ghout people” and will scquire an
intelligible position in the world, On the other hand ,
the regensration of social and economic life which is in-
gended as well, will take away from the anti-semites their
moat important weapons. They will not be able to say any
more: The Jew is & piddleman; the Jew 18 a parasite; for
they will see him as a farmer, an agricultural worker, &
meson, an industrial producer, and in fact, mccomplishing
all the duties of an active and intelligent man of the world

The Jew will not be in a perpetual state of
inforiority "vis-a-vis" his fellow-men, He will enjoy all
the advantages they enjoy, and perform all the duties they
perform. Jewish 1ife will be reformed, and will present
the ohnrnotiituﬂto of & healthy, emancipated, comprehensi ve
Jewish nationsl 1ife., This indispensable reform is pos-
gible only through Lionism, ¥o other circumstances could
provide the means of rejudaising and normalising the life
of the Jews.

113 A word should be said here about the encourage=
Qlﬂl:!! Nationalism in an era when the idea of Internation-
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alism, is, if not prevalsnt, yet making headway. Ie the
strengthening of Jewish nationalism contrary %o Lhe new
trend of thought? No* at all. On the contrary nationality
is the prerequisite of internationalisn, It i8 really "the
necessary stepping-stone between the individusl and that
humanity which is so dear to cosmopolitens, Tha problems
of the world at large are too vast and too vague to enable
the individual to translate his desires concerning them
into concrete action, The nationality is an entity which
the individual understands and whose problems he can cope
wish, (1)

On the other hand, if a liberal change is brought
about in the world, it will be towards International iem
and not cosmopolitanism, I mean, towards the establishment
of more friendliness in the relationshipe of the different
natione one to the other., The strengthening of nationaliem
will not harm that state of things, on the contrary it will
lead to a true understanding of Inter-Nationaliem. Anyway ,
Intornationalism and the display of international good will
will never be brought about if there are still unsatisfied
sent iments of nationality. Onoce natione are granted
freedom of 1ife and development as such, then it will be
poesible to foster the coordination of those olemente which
make for international good will and anderstanding.

(1) Dr. Joseph. op. eit., p. 337
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We will deal with the advantages of nationality relating
to eivilization and culture in a later chapter. About
the scrupule Zioniets could have of foatering a nation-
alistic movement, we have seen that those are anfounded
apprehensiona, We will conelude with & quotsatlion from
Prof. Zimmern's book on "Nationality and government™.
Prof, Zimmern writes:

"Only those who have seen at close quarters what
a moral degradation the loss of nationality involves or
sampled the drab cosmopolitanisom of Levantine ports or
Amerienn industrial centres cnn realise what & vast re-
gervolr of spiritual power is lying ready, in the form of
national feslings, to the hands of teachers and statesmen.
To seek to ignore or stamp out this force is to promote
gpiritual impoverishment....... . cesvcnevnencnannincaann
Nationality is the one mocial foroe capable of maintaining
for these people (the immigrant vroletariat of the Us;8.4.)
their linke with the past and keeping alive in them ir-
replaceable sentiment of self-respeot which ie lndinponu(hil,t
And we will mdd: It is through the restoration of thelr
national 1ife that the Jews will be able to remake the
gymthesis of religion a nationality, the only synthesis
which oan lead to the "really Jewish" life, In the light
of this statement, one ie bound to realize that nothing

(1) guoted by Lr. Joseph. op. ¢it, p. 359
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olse than Palestine will ever count for the Jewieh people,.
llany propositions have been made to the Jews during the
last 50 yoars, but, as Blandd Dugelale (Lord Bal?our'a
niece) writes, and we will end with her guotation: "All
thoge suggestions arise from pity and compassion, end
there is as much difference between that and the real
feeling which we want to inepire towardse Zioniem and to=
wards the Jewish problem, as there is between sretz [srael
and ersatz [srael., Jows are being offered ersatz [sraels
all over the world, ana the whole aim of every Zioniet
should be to explain to well-meaning, but ill-informed,
friend:=that there ia no posegibility of an ersats [srael
until Zretz Israel is allowed to develop naturally, as

was intenued when the Balfour declaration was signed, "(1)

"Whereas recognitlon has there by been pgiven to
the historical connection of the Jewish people with
Palestine and to the arounds for reconstituting
thelir national home in that country;"

The Mandate for Palestine)
(Preanmble)

CHAPTER _ SBV.

ZIONMISM INTERNATIONALLY RECOGH ISHD.
When Oliver Cromwell remndmnitted the Jews in

(1) quoted by Goodman op. eit. p. 10
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Ingland in 16566, he was inaugurating a new line of Britlsh
policy, that of anglo=jewiash friendship, It is argued by
gertain historians that one of the reasons that led Uromwell
to allow the entry of the Jewe in lingland was the belief
that the dispersion had to be complete before the Jewish

people conld come bmok to its national home.

The Jews came back to Ingland in the seventeenth
century, and synpathy towards them was not long in manifest-
ing itself. Through inglish literature, evangollenl
geyrmons, and statemonts made by well known statesmen, the
connection of the Jewish people with Paleutine wae em-
phasized, the ldea of a possible return propagnted.
Macanlay was very keon on granting at last Justice to the
Jewish people. "In the infanoy ofeivilization, he said,
when @ur island was as savege as New Guinea, when letters
and arts were 8till unimown to Athhns, when ncarcely a
thatched hut etood on what was afterwards the site of
Rome, this contemned people had their fenceu cities and
ceunr palaces, thelr splendid Temple, their fleets of
merchant shipe, their schoole of sacred learning, thelr
great statesmen and soldisrs, their natural philosophers,
their historians and their poets. What nation ever con-
tonded more manfully against overwhelming odds for ite
independence and religion? What nation ever, in ite last
agonies, gave such signal proofe of what may be accomplished
by & brave despair®...Let us do justice to them."(1)

(1) gquoted by Mathews op. oit. p.86
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and Byron wrote:
"Iribes of theo wandering f£oot and weary breast,
How shall ye flee away and be at rest?

The vild dove hath her nest, the fox his onve,
Mankind their country - Israel but the grave," (1)

¥e have already spoken of Lord Shaftesburry, and
Lanrence Oliphant. We have alluded to the strong pro-
Zionist feeling created by Cerorge Eliot. I[ndeed, up to
the twentieth century, lInglishmen of prominant rank
whether in the cultarel or the political field, have toyed
with the i1dea of resettling the Jewe in their ancient
country. It is this traditiocnal sympathy of the iInglish
toward the homeless Jewish people that was parfly reg-
ponsible of the framing of that all-inportant doecument
that came to ba the Balfour leclaration, As General Smuts
said: "The Balfour Declaration was not a mere accident,
but in ita large historic setting and its solemn form is
one of the greatest acte of history., It still stands on
rock foundationa, and the etructure that will arise from

it will be greater than the deoclaration itself."(1i)

L. UR DEC TI0H,

A8 we have just attempted to illustrate, the
Balfour Declaration did not come as an isolated, illogioal
event in Anglo-Jewish relationship, It was, on the contrary
the advanoed phase of an evolution which went as far back

}l) quoted by Me Call. op.cit, p, 68
11) quoted by Goodman op.eit. p. 354
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as 1666, We do not infor that this wae the only cauge of
the Daclaration. We will deal jresently with the other
oauses., What we want, however, to stress, is the tradie
tion of eynpathy with Zionist views that existed in
England long before 1917.

On the other hand, a very definite pro-3ritisb
gympathy is to be noted on thre Jewish side, since 1897,
at least, as far as Zlonism is concerned. Hertzl clearly
foremaw the role that lngland would play when the "Sick
Man of Burope" would finally die, and he adopted, even
ainece the formation of the Lionist organisation, a definite~
1y pro-British polioy. "From the first moment I entaered
the Movement, he sald, my eyes were directed towards
kngland, because I saw that by reason of the general situa-
tion of things there was the Archinedean point where the
lever could be applied." And later: "nnainnd. nighty
ingland, free Lngland, with its world-embracing outlook,
will understand us and our aspirations, Witk Inglend as &
gtarting point we may be sure that the Zionist idea will
goar further and higher than ever before,"(1)

This reciprocated friendship grew to the axtent
that in 1917 "Zionist aspirations found almoet unaninous
approval in both Houses of Parliament, not only among the
the leaders but among the rank and file. There wore
%Zionist protagonists squally among Conservativea and
(1) quoted by D Goodman op. oit. p. 13.
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Liberals, and British Labour (like the Labour Internationsal)
was in full sympathy with the Lionlet luplications in the

poscible solution of the Jewish question,"(1)

On the other hand, the report of en ineident
which ocourred in the life of the Jewish community will,
gontrary to prevalent views, prove the strong Zionist
feelings of the majority. In 1916, the English Zioniet
FPederation published an "Outline of programme for a new
adninistration of Palestine and for a Jewish resettlement
of Palestine in accordance with the aspirations of the
%Zionist movement." Against this policy, a seotion of the
Jewish population wae grouped in the "Anglo=Jewish Associa-
tion", and the "Gonjoint Foreign Committee of the Board
of Deputies of British Jews," In May 1917, a letter
strongly opposing Lionist views was published in the Times
by the presidents of the two associations. The poor im=-
pression caused by that letter was so violent, the imnediatse

revolt of the Zionists so widely felt, that the members

of the two associations publicly and emphationlly dis=-
avowed their directors, and adopted a new policy more
harmonions with that of the Zionists, ™"In splte of the
prestige formerly enjoyed by the leaders of the Board of
Doput iee the Anglo=Jewish community had now nanifested over-
whelningly and beyond any further doubt, that 1t stood
behind the %ionist demand for the astablishment of & Jewish

(1) P. Goodman op. cit. p. 14,
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home in Paleot ine.™ (1)

Moanvhile, D+, Chain Welzman, the offieinl rep-
regentative of the Zionist organisation, kad, through the
intermediary of C. P. Seott, the editor of the Manchaster
Guardian, met Mr, Lloyd Geaorge, Mr. Herbert Samuol and
Lord Balfour, and had s talk with them sbout the Jewish
sltuation and Zionist aims., But Mr. Asquith, when sounded
by Mr. Sanuel about the povernment'a attitode %o the maﬁtor,
was indifferent. It was no%t before 1917, when the milltary

gltuntion went badly for the Alliss that the Jowish oase
found indireetly a hearing before the Authorities,

It was believed in London that the rallying oé
the Ameriocsm Jews to the Allies' cause could have a de=-
olsive effect on theattitude of the U,8,A., towards The
world conflict, and at least on the Americam trade with
Gormany. o win that sympathy, the government was rcuyA
to recognise Zionist aspirations, widely popular anong |
Americsn Jewry, and bmeck them with an officlal pledge.
The practical aims of the policy were olesrly stated by
Lloyd George: "The Lionist lemders gave us & definite
promise that, if the Allies comnitted themselves to giving
facilitien for the establishment of a national home for
the Jews in Palestine, they would do their best %o rally
Jewish sentinment end support throughout the world to the
Allded osuse. Phey kept their word."(i1)

jm Goodman op.oit, »p. 24
-.}:-J-i § 5 w ‘, \ J op. eit. P 32

*
-
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Another factor which contributed very much to
the recognition of Zionist aspirations was the personal
participation of Dr. Welsman to the British war effort,
Eie discoveries about the manufacture of acetone, that he
pleced at the disposal of the Sritish Government, made
the Prime Minister say that "he folt a debt of gratitude,
and 80 did the Allies, to the brillisntsoientifioc genius
of Dr. Weizman,"(1)

Finally, let us remember the names of some pro-
minent Britigsh Jewe who individually contributed to the
bettering of Anglo-Jewish relationships, I refer to The
Rotsehild family, Lord Herbert Samuel, the late Lord
Reading, Sir Alfred Mond, and Dr, Hertz, With the sym-
pathies of statesmen 1like David Lloya George, Arthur James
Balfour, Lord Robert Ceeil, and Lord Milner (all of them
in the war cabinet), on the other hand, the Balfour

Declaration took actual shapa.

On the 2nd of November, 1917 the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, A.J. Baulfour, sent the following letter
to Lord Rotsehild, which omme to be called the Balfour

Declaration:

Denr Lord Roteohild,

L have much pleasure in conveying to you on
behalf of His Majesty's Government the following

(1) quoted by Goodman op.cit. p, 24
The Rellp of the Jews in Turkey is considered zs ziotler fec-
tor taken in considerztion by the fremeérs of the declaration



164

declaration of aympathy with Jewish Zioniet aspira-

tions, which has been submitted to and approved by

the Cabinet:

"His Majenty's Covernment view with favour the
establishment in Palesatine of a national home for
the Jeawish people, and will use thelr best endeavours
to facilitate the achievement of thia obJeoct, it
being eclearly understood thnt nothing shall be done
whioch may prejudice the e¢ivil and religious rights
and politionl status enjoyed by Jews in any other
country."

I should be grateful if you would bring this
declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist
Federation,

It took weeks before the finsl draft of the
Deolaration was adepted, which means that every word of
it was weighed carefully before being definitely written,
Kevertheless, endless controversies have been engaged
ginee the deelaration was formulated, about its meaning
and scope. Before going any further in the study of
other intermational doounents concerning the Zionist ocase,
let us stop therofore and ascertain the meaning of thie

first and fundsmental document.

Most of the discuseions have of course been
around the mignificance of "national home", what it ine
ferred, and what it exoluded. Mr., Churchill, in 1922, in
a statenent made about the official interpretation of the
Declaration, mtok ™hen 1t ip asked whet is meant by
the developnent of the J.Il.H. in Palestine, it may be
answered that it is not the imposition of a Jewiah mation-
I@lﬁ! upon the inhabitants of Pnlestine am a whole, but

|

[ b
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the further development of the existing Jewish community,
with the assistance of Jows in other parts of the world,
in order that it nuay beocone a ocentre in which the Jewish
people &8 & whole may tnke, on grounds of religion and
race, &n interest and a pride, But in order that thise
comnunity should have the best prospect of free develop=
mont and provide a full opportunity for the Jewish people
to display ite capncities 1t is essential that it should
Jmow that it is in Palestine as of right and not on suf-
ferance, That i the remson why it i8 necessary that the
existence of a J Il H in Palestine should be internationally
guarantesd, and that it should be formally reocognized to

reat apon ancient historie connection.™ (1)

The Royal Commission, sent in Palestine in 1937
to report to the British Government on the situation, in
. an elaborate study of the Balfour Deqluratlon. gquoted Mr.
Churchill's above-mentioned statement of polioy, and addss
"The definition of the N H has sometiimes been taken to
preclude the establishement of a Jowlsh state. But, though
the phraseology was c¢learly intended to conciliate ns far
as might be, Arab antagoniem to the N H, there is nothing
in 1t to prohibit the ultimate establishmert of a Jewish
State, and Mr. Churchill hinself has told us in evidence
that no such prohibition was intended,"(1ii)

i) ;:ctld by Goodman op.cit. p. 36
i1)%he Royal Commiesion Report. London 1937, p. 33
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And further, the Royal Commission writes:
"Thus His Majesty's Covernment evidently realized that
a Jewish state mlght In course of tine be established,
but 1t was not in a position to say that this would happen
still less to bring it sbout of its own motion. The
alonist leaders, for thelr part, recognised that an nle
timate Jewish State was not precluied by the terms of the
Declaration, and so it wae understood clEewhere...........
General BSmuts, who had been a member of the [fmperisl War
Cabinet when the Deolaration was published,.,.,Lord Robert
Cecil in 1917, 84r Herbert Samuel in 1919, and Mr,
Churchill in 1920 spoke or wrote in terms that could only
meen that they contamplutod‘the eventual establishment of
& Jewish stute. Teading British newspapers were equally

explicit in thelr comments on the Declaration,™(1)

It is interesting to note, by the way, that the
term "nationsl home™ was used by the Zionist themselves *
before the Balfour lDeclarstion. At a meeting of the
English Lioniet Fedoration, in lay 1917 a motion was passed
in favour of "a Jewish I K" in Palestine., This information
is edifying for those who later attenpted to ildentify the
home with a status of permanent minority, Since that was
what the Zionist themselves demanded, it aould never be

a minority status.

! \._a_k_{.'}:“":

{J.j .. 5 <y ,"'.. "
(1) The Koyal Commission Report, London 1937, p. 25,
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N Mo statement could give more 1ight to the meaning
of the "national home" than Lord Balfour's own interpreta-
tion. 4in his introduction 1o Sokolov's "History of Lionisa"
he says that the assimilation of "ThLe netional &nd inter-
national status of the Jows to that of other races,..would
be promoted by giving them trat whick all other natlons
possess: a loonl habitation and a nationsl home.™ (1)
In other words, & "national rome" 1s "that whioh all
othor nations possens,”

The Britisk were not alone in interpreting the
Balfour Declaration as they did, The U.3.A, did the sane.
The Arabs themselves understood Very well the range of
the Declarntion. "The Times" 02 12th December, 1918, a
year after the declarstion, published the following atate-
ment made by the Imir Ffeysal: "Phe two mein branches of
tre Semitic family, Arabs and Jews, understand one another,
and [ hope that as a result of interchange of ideas at
the Peace conference, which will be guided by idenls of
gelf-determination and nationality each nation will make
definite progress towards the realisation of ite aspira-
sions. Arabs are not jealous of Zionist Jews, and intend

to give them fair play.." (11)
I do not say here that The Hmir Foysal was the
mouthpiece of the Arab people, or that his declaration

(1) Sokolove, op. oit. p. 33
(11) quoted by Den-Gurion. "The Pal; post 20%h May, 1939,
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bound all the Arabs, All what I want to 1illustrate is that
the Arab leaders anderstood very well the meaning of the
Balfour deolaration, and the inplications of the ™ational
home™. What was the Arab response to the Declaration, we

will see in the next chapter,

Y¥ow, some obJjections are raised to the Balfour
Declaration, on the ground that it was a hasty step, and
that it did not take &» enough In coneideration either
the Arab or tha Jawieh situationas., The challenge that
Balfour ignored the existence of Armbs in Palestine is
answered by lirs. 3. Dupdage, Lord Balfour's niece and
gecretary in her uncle's biography: "But he did not urge
the establishment of the ¥ H in Palestine irrespective
of British policy in the Mlddle-Last, she says or without
oongidorlng the difficulties and risks of large soale
Jewish imnigration into the midet of an established Arab
population. In Balfour's opinion the type of Jew likely =
t0o be attracted by the sgricultural life of the Lionist
settlenents was also likely to be an element that would
help to rescue Palestine from the desolation begueathed
by Ottoman rule. For some time after the leclaration he
was never called upon to express an opinion about the
Aradb attitude, for the simple reason that no hostility *
had been evinced by Sherif Hussein of Mecca and hie
sons, " (1)

(1) The Mancheeter Cuardian 3vd May, 1936.
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The second argument used mgainet the Balfour
Declaration is that it did not conelder seriously enough
the prejudice to be crused to "the oivil and religious
rights and politicsal status enjoyed by Jews in any other
ecountry." The Cabinet took in consideration the opposi-
tion of a section of British Jewry whoue mouthpiece was
ddwin liontagu, and the final draft of the deolaration was
purposedly delayed until this particular matter had been
thoroughly studied. On the other hand, it was the opinion
of the British cabinet that the declarntion would not harm
the Jewe who would stay outeide Palestine. YLord Balfour
expressed his collensuas' oninion whon he sald: "There is
no doubt that many of thie class look witt a eertain
neasure of sucopieion and nven dislike uvon the Zionist
movement. They fear thet it will sdversely affect their
position in the country of their adoption......[ eannot
share these fears. [ do not deny that, in some countries
where legal equality is firmly established, Jewe may still
be regarded with a certain measure of prejudice, 3ut this
prejudice, where it exists, is not due %o ZLionism, nor
will Zioniem embitter it. The tondency should surely be
the other way."

We will discuss later the position of the Jews
outelde Palestine, but let it be granted, for the sake of
the present argument, that the British cabinet took equally
in consideration the position of those Jews, as well as
that of the Arabs of Palestine; |
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What was the response of 3ritish Jawry to the

Balfour Deolaration? That of a re-anion of the former
oppononts. "The best indlcation, writes Janus Cohen, that
Zionist efforts bore ample frult was to be found in the
fundamental change of view since the Bulfour Deolarat ion
towards the establishment of the J I H adopted by the
Anglo-Jewish communal leaders, both collectively and indi-
vidually." (1) There remained perhaps a handful of Jews
wko 8till rejected the weslaration, British Jewry, on the
whole, had shown gladness, aid intense gratitude. As to
world Jewry, it welcomed the ueclaration with boundless
enthusiasm. In Hussia, in ameriea, in Palestine, even in
the enemy countries, the Jews heralded the new era with
shoers, "It would require a volume, says J, Hodess, to
reproduce a bare record of the rejoicings, demonstrations
provesaions, triumphant chorusee of synagogal thanksgivings,
bloaaingc and hymne of praise for Great Britain through~
out the world....It would however hardly commaniente the
inward inartioculate emotions, or reproduce the profound
religious and mystical moods the document had ecreated in
Jewry. An agohlm. nartyred people was aroused...the
captive loosed himself from the bands of bondage." (11)

; The deoclaration had boen aprroved by President
Wilson before it had been issued. It was endorsed by
Prance and Italy in 1918, lven tho Vatiosn gave ite

_ jﬁ The uu-a m.uom howe. op. eit, p. 108
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consent. Let ue remember, by the way, the memorable
answer nade by Fope Benedict XV to Mr, Sokolov in 1917:
"§e shall be good neighbours,”

In 1920, the Balfour peelaration was incorporated
in the treaty of HSan Remo. n 1922, it was embodied in

the league of Mations' Mendante for Palest ine.

Before we deal with the mendate and the mandatory
polisy in Palestine, let us deal with legal ob jeotlons
raiped as to the vallidity of the Balfour nloolaratiﬁn. The
firet objection is that The Balfour Declaration was dioc~-
gated by military necessity and had therefore no legal
value. 0 that we will answer by a single question: What
{8 then the value of the liac Jahon pledge, and why has it
been given such an {aportance, if conmitments dictated by

military necessitlies have no binding values?

The seeond and uore serious objection is the
following: Any international agreement inoonsistent with
a previous pledge 18 considered as nill snd void, The
Balfour Declaration is inconsistont with the Mac Mahon
Pledge. It is therefore invalid. We are going to deal
with that issue presently.

II. DHE HAG MARON PLIDOR.
Hver since the liac lahon pledge was made, oon-

sroversiss have taken place about ite range and real

meaning, and more eape oinlly about the inclusion or
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exclusion of Palestine from the pledge. '"?he uebates took
such an importance that the Lionlst leaders were oftoen
told in politieal "milieux": Your case 18 very good, 3ut
1f you could prove indeniably that Palestire was excluded
from the pledge lkac llahon took Yo tha Dherif of llecca,

how stronger it would be! Tho Zionists épant endless
efforts in order tc nrove that, so did the Britieh Govern-
ment. But publie opinion was not unaninous about 1t,
urtil finally, the British Covernment publiahed all the
letters excranged between the 3herif of llecca and Sir
Henry lime lahon. Now u conclusive.and reliable refutation

enn ot last be establishaed,

Por she snke of betier understanding, we will
reproduce here pari of the letier which gave birth to the
whole debate. As it is well-lmowm, the British authori- “
ties thought in 1916 that Arab help could be valuable in
hastoning the fail of Turkey and the end of its rule in
the Midale=Bast, Negotiations were therefore gone into
with the Sherif of liecca, in order to reach an acueptable
sgreement. Uir lenry Maoclahon was meting on behalf of
the British Government. The Sherif proposed Arab
eooperation in return for the independence of the Arab
countries limited "On the north, by the line Persia-

Adana to parallel 37% N, and thence along the line Sirejik
Urfa=dardindiidiat-Jasirat-Ahmadin to the Persian frontier;
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on the east, b/ the Persian frontier down to the Persian

Gulf; on the month, by the Indinn ocean (with the exclusion

of Aden whose a@tatus will remain as at present); on the
wost by the Reu Sea and the ﬁodltarranoaﬁ Sea back to
iersin, " (1)

After delays enc lengthy negotistions, 8ir
Kenry helahon answared in n lotter dated Ootober 24, 1916
from which we ectract the following/

"t gives me the greatest pleasure to convey to
gou, on their hehalf (The Covernnent of Oroa®
sritain) the following declarations whioch, I
have no deubt, you will receive with satislsction
and acgeptance,

Mhe distriete of lersin and Alemandretia,
and portions of Syria lying to the west of the

gtriete o nmascus om8, Pama, and Aleppo,
cannot be BAid Lo be pure AraD,. and muet on

acoount De expepted Irom the propos

elimitation.
Bubject to vhat modificntion, end without

prejudice to the treatles concluded between us and
certnin Arab chiefs, we aceopt that daur::l.tat': ion",
i1)

The Sherif protested against the exoclusion of

"the portions of 8yria lying to tha west of the dietriats
of Damescus, Homs, Hama and Aleppo. "Hcliahon wrote back

in maintaining the exelusion., And in his last letter, he
once sgein confir ed that, "in the event of France maintain-
ing her clainae, Great Britain could not hold out any

puarantee that those portione of Syria whieh had been

exoepted from the Arab ares in the note of the 24th of

(1) Hussein's firset note to kokiakon ~ quoted Ly Antonius,

The Arab Awakening - Londen 1938, p. 414
(44) Mobiahon's 2nd note to the Sherif, Ibid P; 419
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Qetobor, 1916, would be included in the territories In
which she had pledged herself to recognise and uphold
Arab independence™ (i) The whole point for us iu tlere=
fore to £ind out if Palest Ine was included in the "ter-
ritories in which Ingland had nledged harself to recognise
and uphold Arnb independence"”, or not .

As stated by the eport of the Palewst ine Royal
Cormisalon, "the British Covernment hLave never nccapnted
the Armb case", namaly, the inclusion of Palestine in
Haahon'e nladge., In 19322, lir; Ghurehill, then Secretary
of State for the Colonies, stated the offielal interpre-
tation of the lieliakon docunent. lle s8ald: "he letter i8
gunted as conveying thre sronice to the sherif of liecea to
recognise and support the independence of the Arubs within
the territories vropcsed by him. DBut this pronise was
given subject to n reservation uade in the sume letter
which excluded from its scope suong other territories the
portions of Syria lying to the wost of the aistrict of
Damaseus. This reservation has always boen regnrded by
His Hajesty's Governnent as covering the vilayet of
Beirut and tha indeprndent Sanjak of Jerusalem. The
whole of Palestine west of the Jordan wsa thus excluded
from Sir ¥. MoMahon's pledge,"(ii)

Again in 1923, the Duke of Davonshire, then
Secretary of State for the Colonles, made a similar

() Antonius. op.cit. p. 175
(ii) Zhe White Paper of 1922 guoted by Goodman, op.olit.p.tt
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gtatement." [ have not been content merely to accept
those Btatements as they appeared, he said, bat since [
pave been at the Coloninl Ufrice, [ have, to the best of
ny ability and power, moet curefullyinvestigated the

sub ject for myself, and L certainly see no reason,... bo
dissent from the interpretation which the late Government
ras placed upon the promises. Whether thay were expreasgged
in the best terms or not, i1t is perhaps not for me to
gay, but undoubtedly there never was any intention, when
the pledge was given, to =ecognise the indevendence of
the Aresbs =0 as to include Palestine. [ think that ise
perfectly clear, and in ny own nind [ am certain of it,
Although the terms may not have been expressed in the
elearest poscible lunguage, L think it was the intenfion
of both 3ir 1, Mcliahon and the government &t the time,
when those pledges were given, that Palestine sbhould not

be included.™ (1)

On the other hand, es soorn as the agreement with

the sSherif was finally cettled, the Britisk Qovernment
began to nuéotiata the Anglo=irench agreenent, the one
whieh came to be called the Sylos=Picot convention, In
that convention, Palestine was to remain under international

eontrol. Oreat Britain could not, in good faith, however
vague and diplomatic her commitments with the Sherif had
been, promise him Pnlestine on the one hand, and immediately

after agree to put it under international ocontrol., 8o

(1) e
o +e 1¢ ndon 1239
Documents re “tinr to Yhe y.V, . o letters London

Del5 CTEh
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'ploulod Mr., Churchill: "Hie Majesty's Government have
always regardod Palestine as exluded by tThose promisos
from the scope of their undertaking., This 1s clear from
the famct, to which the lon, kember refers, that in the
following year thﬁs\ concluded an agreement with the
French and Russian governments under which Palestlne was

$0 receive special treatndnt." (1i)

During the Annlo-Fronch nepoeiations, France
had osked for tle gupervision of a portion of Syria ino-
luding Palastine, Crest Britain had rejocted the proposal,
not on tha ground that ghe had already nromised it to the
Sherif, but, as i'r. Antonins says himself, "for two main
reasona: one wasg that she desired to have under her own
econtrol in the linifa-icre buy £ port to serve a3 an ont-
lat from Iraq to the lediterransan; the other was that
ghe did not relisk the prospect of France or any other
Great Power establighing herself in immediate proxinity

to the Suez Canal,"( iil)

For the scoptics who would not be trustful
enough in ingland's good faith during the negotiations,
I would add that the preesence of Sir Lark dykes, & grcaf
friend of the Arabs, prevented the poseibility of such a
breach of falith. 'ad Palestine been included in the
(1) H.L,0fficlal Report, 1.3, 1928 quoted in "Documents

relating to the loMahon letters London 1939, p. 16

zii) ibia.,
111) Antonius op.cit. p. 246.
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pledge given by Slr lenry lMailahon, 3ir lark 97kes would
have never signel the apreenent which bears his name, and

in which Palestine is to be under internntional control,

The Arab claim, as regarde the licilahon pledge,
is the following: On the one hand, Palestine was never
mentioned in all the correspondence between the Sherif
and the Iinglish representative, ana therefore it was not
ineluded in the disputed area. On the second hand, when
getiing the boundaries of the arab territories to be
liverated, tie Sherif nentioned "on the west, the Red Sea
and the Mediterranean sea bael: to Mersin.," In answering
his latter, 3ir lienry kickahon put certaln )1mitations,
but did not e:plicitely reject the suppestion of this
boundary. Por that reason, the Arabs belleved Palentine

to be included in the future free Arab territory.

Both ¢laims sre oasily refutable. Ony, the one
hand the fact that Palentine was not mentioned 1n‘the X~
cluded anrea does by no maans infer that it was not part of
that area. The reader will remember {hat Palestine was
part of Syria, and was seldon oalled by its own name be-
fore the drafting of the iandate. Palestine could have
perfectly been referrea to as a "portlion of Syria", and
g0 it was in the Moliahon pledge.

A8 Vo the Becond mrgument, the reader will

gertainly remember that lMcilahon accepted the Sherif's
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boundaries, "subject to" the above-neantioned "modifiention,”
Given that modifiontion, it wne not indlepensnble for
Joliahon to say that he rejscted tre western houndary. It
was implied by the modificntion iteelf.

It would be & nmistake to think that the Jritish
view was held only by the peopls who were interested in
British intereste, [ think that # quotation from Lawrence
would be very edifying about the matier. Lawrence vas &
great friend of the Arubs, a Iriend who neant their real
well-being, +<he Arnus had no better advocate on the
British slde. And yet, here is what Lawrence, in ths 'Draft

Preface of the "deven pillars of wisdon," wrote: "The
book dates itself to 1919, when powerful elements in thre
British Government were seeking to evade tleir war time
obligntions to tle Arabs., That etage ended in March 1921,
When Lir. Winston Churchill took charge nf the Middle=East,
He set honesty before erpediency In order to fulfil our

promiges in the letter snd in tle epirit. He executed the

whole lleilahon undertalking for Palestine, for Tranejordanis,

Md fﬂr Arahia....o --------- DR PR R T B B L

"[ do not wish tc publish secret docuuents, nor
to make long uzplanatinna: but must put on record ny con-
vietion that England is out of the arub affalr with cleén
hands. Some Arab advocates (the most vociferous joined

our ranks after the Armistice) have rejocted Jjudguwent on

-
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this point. Like a tedlous Pensioner I ahowed them my
wounds (over eixty [ have, each sear evidence of a pain
inourred in Arab service) as proof I had worled sinocerely

on their side. They found we out-of-date."(1)

#lsewhere, be wrote: "ir. Winston Churchill was
entrusted by our harassed Cabinet with the sottlement of
the Middle Bast; sud in a few weeks, at his conference in
Cairo, he made straight all the tangle, finding solutions,
fulfilling (L think) our promises in letter and spirit
(where hunanly posusible) without sacrificing any interest

of our Lmpire or any interest of the people concermed, 30

we were quit of the war-time Uastern edventure, with clean
hands, but three years too late to earn the gratitude which

pooples, if not states, oan pay."(ii)

It 18 not hers the plece to disocuss whether Great
Britain did or did not keep the promises she made to the
Sherif in Macliakon's pledge. We can navertheless say that
all of them were not kept, at least not immediately. What
intereste us rere is 10 see that Lawrence who had lived
among the Arebs during the whole revolt, was convinced that
Paleatine was excluded from the pledge made to them. On
the other hand, the writer has come across two aovument s
which make it clear that the arab leaders themselves under-
stood the Molimhon'e pledge as the British dia .

tﬁ Dhe letters of T;I;Lawrence, Cop. 1938 p. 845
4i) The seven Pillars of visuom, Vew York 1938, p, 276
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The firet of them 18 n letter to "The Tines"
written by Colonel C.H.Viekery, in 1939. Oolonel Viekery
was fent to King Husseln in 1920, on hehnlf of the Britiesh
Covernment in order to ascertain the contents of the lgetter

gent to him by Meliakon in 1916, in Arabie, OColonel
Viokery says: "I read the letter through very slowly; it
was not written in very secholarly Arabic end had no
¥nglish translation in the marain, ana it wae quite avident
that Palestine wags not included in the propoeals to the
King. I oan say nost definitely that the whole of the

King's denands wore centred round Syria and only round Syris

Pine aftor time he referrod to that vineyard, to the ex=
clusion of any other c¢lain or interest. Le stated nost
enphatically that he did not concern himself at all with
Palestine and had no desire to have suserainty over it

for himself or his suceceasors,"(1i)

The other docunent to w# iech it a8 alluded is a
gtatemont of i'r; Vinston Churchill before the YHouse of
Commons in 1922, Tre Seeretary of state for the Colonies
galé: "So far as [ am awere, the first sugpestion that
Palect ine wae included in the arean within which His
liajesty's Government promised to recogniee and support the
independence of the Arabs was made by the Emir Feysal, now
iing of Irag, &t a conversation held in the Forelgn 0ffice

on tho 20th of January, 121 more than five years after

(1) guoted in "Documents relating to the MoMahon letters
ZThe seven pillars of wisdom, Hew Xork 1938, p. 18.
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the conclusior of the gorrespondence on which the olainm
was based. On that occasion the point of view of His

liajesty's Governnent wng exXplained to the Emir, who exe
pressed hiiself as vrepared to accept the statement that
it had been the intention of Illle Vajosty's Government to

excluie Pnlestine, (1)

Pinally, let us say & word sabout a point in Mr,
George Antonius' defence of tha Arab interpretation, urYr.
Antonius refers to tre refusel of the British Government to
publigh the iiclinhon correspcnuaence as & gign of the badnesas
of the English oase, He quotes s statement nade by Hir
HBdward Grey, from whick we extract the following: i con=
giderable number of these engagencnts, or sonme of them,
which have not besn offiecinlly mada public by the Govern=
ment, have beeome public through other sorces, Whether
all have become vublie I do not know, but [ seriously suge-
gest to the governnent that tha best way of clearing oar
ponour in this matter is offleially to publieh the whole
of the engagements relating to the matter, whiok we
entered into during the war........ I am sure that the
most honourable course will be to let it be knowmn what
the engagenonts mre, and if there is inconsistency, then

to admit it frankly..."”

[ do not ses what weight the quotation of 3Sir

Bdward Orey adds %o the case. 8ir Ldward Grey esks simply

(1) "Documents relating to the ilallahon letters. op.cit. p.16
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for the publication of the Molahon gorrespondence, 350
did the Zionists. The fact that he asked for that pub-
1ication does not necessarily imply that he thought the
gommitments to be inconsistent. Anyway, what oan Sir
Bdward Grey's quotation, neutrsl ss it is, mean before
8ir Henry Maliahon's own attestation? Together with the
Houahoﬁ correspondence, a letter from Mollahon to"The
Pimes" (July 23, 1937) has been published., Given the
vital inportance of the letter, we will reproduce it
entirely. It reads:

3ir, - Many references have beeon made in the
Palest ine Roynl Commission Report and
in the course of the recent debates in both
llouges of Parliament to the "iclahon Pledge"”,
especially to that portion of the pledge which
goncerng Palectine and of which one interpre-
tation has been claimed by the Jows and another
by the Arabs.

It has been suggested to me that continued
gilence on the part of the giver of that pledge
nay itself be misunderstood.

I feel therefore svallied upon to make some
statemont on the subject, but I will confine
myself in doing so to the point now at lssue- i.,e.

whether that portion of Syria now known as
Palestine was or was not intended to be included
in the territories in whieh the independence of
the Arabs was guaranteed in my pledge.

L feel it ny duty to state, amd L do s0
definitely end emphaticelly, that it was not
intended by me in giving this pledge to King
Hussein to include Palestine in the area in which
Arab independence was promised.

i also had every reapon to belleve at the
time that the faet that Paleet ine was not included
in ny pledge was well understood by King
Huseein." (1)

(1)Documen ¢ relating to the McMah- letters op eit p.17
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Thet letter confirme what all the documert & we have
quoted said, namely, thet tiere le no truth whsctever in
the claim that Palestine wes inclinded in Sir llenry lNcMae
hon's iedge %o the Sherif of Mecce. |

™hie beirg duly ‘roved, let ue pass to the excmina=
tion of the mext documenb in whéch wes embodie d tie re-

eognition of Zioniet aepirstions, I wean, The mandate for
Palestine.

TR oT

g ko




L. HE MANDATE FOR PALES?IN

When the Balfour Declaration was made, the Jews
hailed it as the beginning of a new era, In fact, 4T wes
only a beginning. The declaration was ltronéthmd and
made an obligation under International Law in the Mandate
for Palestine. The Mandate for Palest ine was definitely
ratified by the Counocil of the League of Nations on July
22, 1922. We are reproducing here below its more important
clauses, The Preamble begine as follows:

"Phe council of the Loague of Nations:
Whereas the Prineipal Allied Powers have agreed, for
the purpose of giving effect to the provicions of
Article 22 of the Covenant of the lLeague of Nations,
to entrust to a Mandatory selected by the said Powers
the adminietration of the territory of Palestine,
whioh formerly belonged to the Turkish impire, within
such boundaries ae may Wé fixed by them; and
¥hereas the Principal Allied Fowers have also agreed

he Mand wuld be responsible for putting
into : originally nade on November
gnd, 1917, by the Government of His Britamnie Majesty
and adopted the said Powers, in Lavoar of the -

lishment in Palestine of & national howe for the Jewish

cqh. it being clearly understood that noth should
done which might prejudice the civil and religious

rights of existing non-Jewish coumunities in Palestine,

or the rights and politioal status enjoyed by Jews in
any other country; and '

has thereby been
n 0f the Jewish j

0f the 28 clauses whioh follow, here are the most important
which eoncern the Jewish National Home and the righte of
the non-Jewish population:

P



Article 2
The Mandatory shall be responsible for placing
the oountry under such political aduninistrative
and economic conditions as will secure the
establishment of the Jewish lational Howme, as
laid down in the preamble, and the development
of self-governing institutions, and slso for
safeguarding the civil and religious reights of
all the inhabitants of Palestine, irrespective
of race or religion.

Article 3

The Mandatory shall, so far as circumstance per-
mit, encourage local autonomy.

Article 4

An appropriate Jewish agency shall be recognised
a8 a public body for the purpose of advising and
cooperating with the Administration of Palestine
in such sconomic, social and other matters as
may affeot the establishment of the Jewish nation-
al home and the interests of the Jewish population
l!l hh‘m'....-.

Article 6
The Administration of Palestine, while ensuring
that the rightes and position of other sections
of the population are not fro:u_un. shall
facilitate Jewish immigration under suiteble
oonditions and shall encourage, in cooperation
with the Jowish Agenay referred to in Article 4,
olose settlement by Jews on the land, ineluding
State lande and waste lands not roqdrod for

publie purposes,
Before we review the duties of the Mandatory

whieh follow from the above-mentioned clauses, let us oxamim

the general character of the Mandate itself, To begin

with, on what principles is the Mandate for Palestine based?p
/Firet, thers le the intermational recognition of the exist~
' ing Jewish mationality. The mandste only confirms what
previous deolarations had already stated, namely, that the
mm is recognised to be a living nation, and ie
¢ entitled to all the rights and duties common o



other nations., The ratification of the Uouncil of the
League oan be considered as that of the main powers rep-
resented in the League. Aand that is of profound signifi-
oance. The faet that the Jows were finally recognised as
forming & nation put an end to the tedious controversy
whioch used to take place among Jews snd Gentiles alike,
Hot that it gave to the Jews any added qualifiocation for
nationality, but it stated it in a conclusive way, and
a8 legally as posasible in a world of independent nations.

The second principle which lieas at the basie of
the mandate is the recognition of the historical conneocti:
of the Jewish people with Paleetine, This orinoiple is
not to be confuamed with that of historical rights. Aes
enys Stoyanoveky, in hie study of the Palestinian -nf’ﬁcﬂ\
more is implied by "hintoricsl connection" in Internation-
al law. The requisites of "historiecal oconnection™ are
more numerous, sand therefore it is only seldom recognised
that a certain people is "historically connected” with
a given country.

‘ Indeed, for a people to be recognised as hig-
torisally connected with a certain country, the following
conditions must be all fulfilled:

1) Zhe nation which is recognised as having "his-
torical eonnection with a given territory mast have been
&% one tine of 1te history in possession of that territory



g) It ll. essential thet the people clainming the
penefit of "historieal eonnection™ with a given serritory
should not have previously renounced it, either explicitely
or tacitly."

This is an snaswer to the people who believe
that the Ouganda experience ghould have been tried., Had
i1t failed, as expected by the majority of Lionist leaders
the Jews could not have claimed Palest ine, onoe again, at
least not on a legal pasis. It is the unfalling faithful=-
ness of the Jewlsh people to Palestine curing twenty
centuries which allows us today to speak of "historioal
oonnection”, it 1s this steadfastness which has provided
the mandate with ite legal basis.

8) The third condition is that the people which claims
the benefit of "historiesal connection™ shall not have lost
{ts distinet natlonsl charsoter,

4) The people claiming the benefit of "historical
gonnection with a given territory shall not have aoquired
in the meantime any other national territory of ite own, "
fthe same implieation as Sthat of condition No. 2 follows)

B) Another essential condition is that such other
rights and interests as may have been aequired in the
meantime shall be safeguarded.”

This condition differentiates *historionl ocon-
”ih' from "historic righte” which do not take in ocom-

g Mm she rights of the populstion established on




the given territory in the sbeence of the people historionl-
1y eonnected with it, When 1% is therefore argued that
the mandate for Palestine is unfair becnuse it takes in
consideration the intercets of one of the parties only, it
is not true. The mandate is primarily based on the rights
of the Jewish people in Palestine; but it takes equally

in consideration those of the loeal population, which would
have been disregarded had 1t been question of “hietorie
righte" and not of "historical connection. PMinally,

6) "In order to be wvalid, "historieal conneotion"™ is
to be internationally recognised, International recog-
nition...does not ereate the connection, but luplies an
obligation on the part of its authors to abstain from in-
terfering with such rights as may be involved,"(1)

All the sbove-mentioned gonditions having been
fulfilled, the Jewish people has been recognised as
"historioally comnected” with Palestine, in other words,
the Jews have kmown that thoy are in Palestine in Mrj
Churehill's words “of ¥hght, and not on sufferance."

It 18 here sauitable to say a word of the concept
of "national home™ as applied in the mandate., It has
peen often said or hinted that the obligation of promoting
a Jewish national Home, under the mandate, was & purely
m obligation. We do not wish to disclaim the othiscal




bagis of the Palest inian mandnte. In fact, nobody would
dream diesclaining the ethlieal basie of any agreement whdach
ain is to promote international understanding and security,
for such a basis 18 to be found A% the root of the League
of Nations, and of International Iaw. But we wish %o
stress that the partly ethieal origin of the Palestinian
mandate, and therefore of the concept of "national home"
used in it, does, in no way, deprive both of their legal
gharacter. "The prineiple laid down in all modern legal
gyetems that,..."le contrat falt la loi dee parties”
oannot be gquestioned in international law any more than
in manioipal law....If 1t ie adnitted, ms seems to be
generally the oase, thut the Covenant of the League of
Nations and the warioue mandates are international con-
ventions in the legal sense of this term, there 18 not
apparent reason why a certain part of one such convention,
namely that part of the Palestine mandate affecting the
Jewish national home, should be differently treated from
the rest." (1)

This heing ssserted, we might ask ourselves{ What
is the meaning of "national home" in the mandate for
.nuum‘. The same a8 implied by the Balfour Declaration,
will you say. No, "national home" as used in the mendate
inplies more than 1t was done at least explicitely by
©#he Balfour Deolaration. For the presmble reads: "Vhereas
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recognition has thereby been given %o the historieal eon-
nection of the Jewish people with Palestine and the grounds

for reconstituting their national home™, ete...

The term "reconstituting”™ wus, as the other terms
used in the drafting of the mandate, intentionally used,
thore can be little doubt about that, It follows necessarliy

from that sentencve Shat the "national home™ is to be
ainilar to the one that existed in the pest, i.e, when
Paleetine was an independent Jewish policy. Two things
oan therefore be inferred from that wording: Hither the
league of Nations purposedly meant to go further than the
Balfour Declarstion; or the Balfour Declaration really
meant more than i1t was bellieved %o do.

In the light of this impliomtion, 1% becomes eloar
that, as coneceived by its drafters, the mandrte was not
an end in itself, It was of a transitional character,
only & means to promote the further development of the
Jewish community to be established in Palest ine.

It has been inmplied by some studente of the
Palost inian mandate that the promotion of & "national Home"
referred only %o the ostablishment of & spiritual center
for Jewry in Palestine. Were it ®o, we do not wee why
the Mandateory was entrusted to promote “such politieal,
mun and economic conditions as wtn secure the
' nmmnnmummtmtnl)m
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why it was necessary %o recognise a "Jewish agenoy a8 a
publie body" (article 4), "to facilitate the aocquinition
of Palestinian oitizenship by Jews who take up their per-
manent reeidence in Palestine” (article 7), end %o
"faoilitate Jewish immigration... and "olose stttlenent
by Jews on the land." (article 6).

The home wae elearly intended to be a national
home, that is, political as well as cultural.

The question has been raised of the oconsistoncy
of the Palestinian mendate with artice 22 of the Covenant
of the lLeague. Some pouuoxa& have nrgued that the
Palestinian mandate aime at satisfying the needs of a
people residing outside Palestine, If it has not done 8o
at the expense of the people actually living in Palest ine
still the interests of that people were not the primary
congiderat ion of the Teaguse. The Palestinian mandate is
therefore inconsistent with the corresponding provision
of the Covenant. Suck a view 1@ dus to a misunderstanding
of the spirit of article 22, Thie artiols does not ex-
pressely reserve the mandates sycten for the people actual-
W living in certain primitive conditions, but it says that
the welfare of the people "who are not yot able %o stand
alone™ forms "a saored trust of eivilization.,” The
people thus alluded to in article 22 of the Oovenant was
"-ﬂmmmmamnm. But, the

\lestine landate differs from the other mandates in thet
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1t is & oombination of article 22 of the Govenant, the
Balfour Dedlaration and the recognition of the historieal
conneoction of the Jewish people with Palestine. In oon-
neotion with the elaim of inconsistenoy, the Peel Report
rouds as follows: “"As %o the olain, argued before ue by
Arab witnessea, that the Palestine uandate violates article
22 of the Covenant,...we would point out"™ among other
things, "that the acoeptance by the Allied Powers and the
United 3tates of the polioy of the Balfour Declaration
made it clear from the beginning that Pulestine would have
to be treated differently Lrom gyria and I[raq, and that
this difference of treatment was gonfirmed by the Supreme
Gouncil in the Treaty of Sévres and by the Oouneil of the
League in sanetioning the Mandate,™ (1)

On the other hand, the provisions of the mandate
were far from being exelusive. As 8ir William FPinlay
wrote in the "0fficisl Journal of the Tengue of ¥ationa"™,
"ihe real point, mnd the only point, appears to me to be
whether it ean be said that the scheme contained in
 Article 28 of the Palestine mandste-inangurating the
national home poliecy) is ineonsistent with article 28 of
the Covenant, I am clearly of the opinion that there i8
no sach inconsistency. Article 22 of the Covenant does
ghow that the general object is to secure the well~beling
and development of msndated territories. Article 2 of
(1) Palestine Royal Commission Report, op.oit. P. 38
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the mandate, of occurse, deals with a special echene of
{maigration and settlement, vin, that of the Jewieh people,
But I see absolutely no inconsistency betwaen the two. "il)

To put the matter frankly, one is bound to admit
thet the principle of self-determinntion was omly partly
granted $o the Arab population of Palestine, That is a
historicul fmet but it enn be explained on the following
grounds: On the one hand, the league of Nations, as the
authorised representative of civilised hupunity, had a
definite if belated duty to fulfil towards the dieposcesnsed
Jewish peoplo. On the other hand, the Lesgue had & duty
towerds the actual inksbitente of Palestine, But, glven
that those inhabitante did not form & nat ion by themeelves,
but formed only a part ¢of the Areb nation, the duty towards
them was not compareble to the one to be fulfilled towards
the Jewish people. "This is asserted b7 the Permanent
Mandates Commimsion, Ses guotation in following chapter,
page ) True, the Arab population of Palest ine could
£ind the settlement unsatisfactory, though this did not
follow necesearily, DBut that diseatisfaction was un=
avoldable if the Tengue was to bLe consequent with ite
principles of justioe towards the less powerful nations.

Pinally, let ue oome to the duties of the Mandatoy

towards the Jewish people and the Aradb population of
Palest ine respectively. The mandnte for Palestine has that

_' (1) w by Stoyanoveky.- op.oit. p. 44

e |
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in partiocular that it administrates provisionally a eountry
on behalf of an absent people, it being understood once
for all that the reciplent of the Palestine nandate is not
the Jewish populmntion of Palestine, but the Jewish people,
a8 a whole, whose connectlion with Falestirne has been
racognised,

Thie prineciple is amply illustrated by the res-
pootive duties of the mandatory towards the two parties,
And when we say "duties", let it be understood that the
provisions of the mandate are obligationa for the mandatory
and not discretionary recommandations %o follew in ite
good will. The lMandatory is granted "full powers of
legislation and of administration", true, but "save as

they may be linited by the terms of this mandate"(artiole 1)

As follows from the poliey of national home in-
forred by the terms of the mandate, the mandatory must:
1) Recognise an "appropriate Jowish aing;...au a publie

body." That agenoy will have no administrative funotions

But, it will be a representative body of the Jewish people,

an intermediate between the Jewish people snd the Mandatory,
It will be an mdvisory body to the mandatory on all

quest ions :oh'un to the national home, on the one hand,

anf to the general develorment of the country, on the

other.

2) "Feoilitate Jowish imaigration under euitable conditions

ﬂu.mc in ccoperntion with the Jewish Agenay
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reforred to in article 4, close settlement by Jews on the
1and, inoluding State lands and waste lands not® required
for publie purposes.” ©his clause has been recognised
by the British government as "integral and indispensable...
in the execution of the charge laid apon the Handatory of
establishing in Palestine a national home for the Jewish
people.™ (1)
3) Introduce a land system appropriate to the needs of
the country, having regard, among other thinge, to the
desirability of promoting the close gett lement and intensive
cultivation of the land."
4) “Arrange with the Jewish Agenoy mentioned in article 4
to construet or operate, upon falr and equitable terms,
ﬁy M. gervices and utilities, and to develop
any of the natural rescurces of the country."”
§) Pinally, "facilitate the acquisition of Palestinian
oltizenship by Jows who take up thelr permanent residence
in Palest ine."
On the other hand, the duties of the mandatory
towards the loeal population of Palestine are twofold:
1) The first is a neantive obligation. The nuvhtm ‘mu
eonsure that ™mothing should be done vhich might prejudice
the eivil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish
.M'thn in Palestine.” The same clause 18 repeated
| in artiole 6 "Te adninietration...while onuring that

fﬂ“ 1768 p. 4 quoted by Stoysnoveky op.eit. p.101
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_the rights and position of other sections of the popalation
are not prejudiced,...."eto.
11) The second duty ie the following: "The nandatory....
ghall ensure...%0 natives....a complete guarantee of their
rights, "

On the other hand, "the mandatory ehall be res-
ponsible for placing the eountry under such politieal,
adninistrative and scononic conditione as will secure...

the developnent of self-governing institutions,” and will

"go far ag clroumstances permit, encoursge looal autonomy,"

The reader will have noticed that, whereas the
mandates for Iraq and dyria refer to the encouragement to
be given by the sdministration in order to facllitate their
progressive development into Independent states, the man-
date for Palestine definitely omits such a olause., The
Arab population of Palestine will be granted a ocertain
degree of "self-govefning institutionsa™, but no independence
i foreseen. The term used in the Palestine draft was not
a 8liy of the pen. It waas neant to show that, though the
mandatory would have to "safeguard the civil and religious
rights of all the inhabitants of Palestine", and though
the local population would be granted sutonomy it wae not
the aim of the mandate that it should be politeally inde-
pendent, The safeguard of looal intereste, though binding,
, un not be the nain 'purpon of the mandatory poliey. For
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0 use the words of the Palestine Royal Commiselon Report,
(1937) "anquestionably the primery purpose of the landate,
as expressed in its preamble and its articles, is to

pronote the establishment of the Jewish National home,"(1)

In conclusion, as far as the Jewish Hational
Home 19 concerned, Oreat Britain is endersing an interna-
$ional duty in trying to promote 1it, When the Jews olaim
their righte in Palestine, it is, first, on the basis of
the Balfour Deolaration, but above all, on the basis of
the Mandate for Palestine. For, wheroas the Balfour Dec=
laration is a pledge made to the Jewish people by the
Britieh Government, the Jewish National Home policy =s
embodied by the Mandate is an international obligation to-
wards the Jows, All members of the ILeague of Natione are
therefore responsible for the onforcement of the Palestine
Hendnte and of the reconatitution of the National Home
embodied therein. The responsibillty of Great Britain,
a8 appears from this oonelusion, is twofold: 1) as &
member of the Teague; and 2) a® mandatory.

Let us see how she has perforued this double-
daty.

(1) Palestine Noyal Commiseion Keport, op.oit. p. 39.
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Iv. BRIZISH MANDAZORY POTIOY

We 40 not intend here to review in detall the
evolution of the policy of freat Britain during the twenty
two years of her mandatory life. Such a conprehensive
study would be outside the scope of the préum ptudy. It
would suit an essoy sbout the politieal gtatus of Palestine,
but not one about Zionlem and the Jewish problem. Ve
mnst remain somewhat outeide the political ntmosphere in
ordar to be able to judge the gituation, Hon%_r. we can=-
not remain totally outside that atmosphere, We hin there~-
fore to emmine British mandstory policy and ite results
{£ we intend o give our opinion about® the mandate and
the worksbility of the Jewlsh ¥ational Home policy as
embodied in 1i%.

we will give a very briel swamary of the reyorte wnads
Wy the British Govermmenis concerning palestine, up to 1837,
and then we wlll review more in detail tie ngport of the Peel
pommission{ 1937), and the White Paper( 193¢ Yheczuse tLhey af-
MI'. more diredly the present mandatory ;policys

The first official statement mbout palestine issued

by the Nritéeh Bovermmenut wae made in 1922, in ¥r Churchill's
¥hite Peper. ir Churchil! steted that tie natimal home meant
"the development of the existing Jewish community" in Pales=
tine, "in order thet it may become a centre in which the Je=
‘ Il,hmn as 8 whols may take interest and pride." In




tial that the Jews should know tietl Lue were in julestine

nof right and not on sulTeraucs.”" (1)

1n 1930,a Statemsnt of policy wee issued known &8
t.e Passfield White rapeX. Lord rassfield purported to fol-
1ow tie volicy stated in ibee, but, in fact, his interpre=
sation of Eritedin's duly wae, a6 decisred by Lue auluor of
the preceding vhite Fapr uiusell, in coatradiction whth
the terms of the mandale. nTLe very conceptlon of u J/ational
Home," writes Pellx prankfurter, (Jstice of tue Luprens gour!
of the USA)"of an imtegreted netlonal life, eveporeled in
the Walte rapers Jewis cupiid ie soceptuble, but not Je=
v ish & bour; Jewish weallly, tut not & Jewish Lifes¥(id)

Lord Passfield's “hite Peper was based on an 8eo~
nomie survey made by sir Tohn Hope Simpeon in the saue yeal's
eiy John's urdent desire wes to improve the .0U of the fel=
lzheen, and he thought thet by ergetallislng Lue patidmal
hone in ite 1 esent form, thie end would be aciievedeln he
gortrery, while drewing baclc the potent lalitles of econo=
mie develo ment which went with rewieh colonisatdony Lae
vettering of the gtandared of life of the AYab peasent wab
far from being pramoted. cip John drew an estiuste of the
eultivable land much lower than had previously been acgep=
ted. Tis seheme not only nipped the Matiomal Home in tha bud
but sccording to British ex,erts themeelves, it did not
% tl}h Goodmen op olt pe58
et Mnta M
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bring profit to the «rab felleh either.(i)

To remediate to bhe bad ispreselor created Ly Jass~
field'e Vhite aper, the Covernment zc¢l u, & comslttee of
Cabinet ministers to discuss the matter, and tue oulcome

of the discussl on wes a letter sent YWy tue - lume Minieter

“to Dr Wizman (february 1531) . Mr MacDonald's letter nega~
‘tived all the objectionmeble  apcages of tue Vulle .upelr
‘and eteted that it wes t'e Covernm nt's "dellnlie inten=
‘#in to initilate an active olicy of develojwent, which

it is believed, vill reeult in substuntl ol aud lasting
benef'it to both Tewe and ‘rabs."(ii)

i Ioude rrencli was ousequentl; cedt to Pulestine
to etudy the effect of euch =n econcmic  oligyy <nd wore
pertieularly , to report on the cuest lon of dla.cesessed
Arabs.(Bee chapter on Paelestine “conomic Tosedblliciess)

After the fallure of tie High Comuleciouer's scues
me to set up a legislative "ounctlk',in 1636, wud alfter the
riots which tock place in 1030, the britlsh Governgert
pent the Palestine Noval Commission to stuy Lue Palesids
nian settlement vary closely. ‘“he Commisslon came L0 Pa~

lestine in 18348, and in 1887, lseuved its vell~known re, orbe
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APter an olaborate study of the historieal back~
ground of the mandate and of the respective rights of Joewe
and Arabs to Palestine, the Royal commission reviews the
gituation as it presented itself in 1937. It states the
guccesg of the Jewish National lome, as far as the Jewimh
population of Palestine is concerned. It tells of the
valuable Jewish achievements in Gthe goeial, cultural, and
soonomic field. It says how the Jew who comes to Palestine
is & transfommed Jew, and how one feels that the National
Home has finally made him happy. "It is imposaible, it
says, for any unprejudiced observer 1o #ee the National
Home and not to wish it well. I% has meant 50 nndr for the
rolief of unmerited suffering. It dieplays ®so much energy
and enterprise and devotion to & common cause, In s0
far us Britain has helped towards its creation, we would
elaim, with Lord Ralfour, that to that extent, at any rate
Christendom has shown itself "not oblivious of all the
wrong it has done.” (1)

But, the report goes on to Bay, from the Jewish
point of view, the situation eannot be erystallised at
the present state of things. "On a wide range of important
matters, it is true, the Jews enjoy a large measure of
lo0al self-government; but even in that fiold it is the
w of Palest ine whioh possesses, if 1t does not

(1) The Palestine Royal Commission Heport op.olit. p. 124



not always exercise, the ultimmte control., And in more
vital matters, the rate of lmmigration, the regulation of
landsales, the protection of industryry and promotion of
trade, the maintenance of law and ordar, the provision of
a garriso, in the matters, in faot, whioh really determine
the fate of the National Home, its inhabitants have no
oonstitutional power at all and no responeibility."(4)

The Commission says itself that the present state
of things cannot be indefinitely maintained, Speaking of
Impigration, for instance, the report reads: "In se far
a8 immigration has been the major factor in bringing about
this state of affairs (the success of the National Home)
we consider that the HMandatory hae so far fully implemented
his obligation to faellitate the ostablishment of a Nation-
al Home for the Jewish people in Palestine. Bat his does
not mean that the National Home should be erystallised at
its present sixe...We cannot accept the view that the
Mandetory, having facllitated the establishement of the
Fational Home, would be justified in shutting its doors,"(i4

Therefore, on the part of the Jegws, the commission
observes a gertain satifection of the reeults amehieved,
together with a definite will to continue the development
of the national home slong the lines of the mandate,

i) B, 5



Tho commission then proceeds to exauine the
situation of the Arab popudation. The effendi class, it
remarks, has suffered the loss of a certain percentage
of Jabs in the administration. sut it ie regaining them
progressively. Apart from that, says the report, "it is
difficult to detect any deterioration in the economioe
position of the arab upper olass,.”(i) On the contrary,
the Arab land owners have enriched themselves by selling
part of their land to Jows at priees high above thesir pre=-
war value." A member of the Arab Higher Committee admitted
that nowkere in the world wero such unecononmic land-prioces

peid as by Jews in Palest ine,

It is the condition of the fellahben, however,
whieh is the most inmportant since they form the great
majority of the population. After having examined their
gituation, the report says that "despite the disproportion
between their numbers and the amount of oultivable land
they occupy, the fellaheen are on the whole better off
than they were in 1920."(11) Those who do not work on the
land have sasily found work in the industries, or in the
publie works undertaken by the Government, The question
remaine to f{ind out, however, to what extent the Jewish
national home policy is responsible for that ame lioration
if it is responsidle at all, The Royal Comnission answers

1) Ibid. p. 126
1" Ibid, p. 128
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that question by an elaborete anmlysis of the Arab situa-
tion that we reproduce integrally:

1) The large inport of Jewish oapital into Palestine
ras had a general fruotifying effect on the economic
1ife of the whole country.

2) The expansion of arab Iindustry end ciltriculture has
been largely finaneced by the ocapital thas obtalned,

3) Jewish example hag done much to improve Arab
cult ivation, especially of citrus.

4) Owing to Jewish development and enterprize the
employment of Areb labour has inereased in urban
areas, particularly In the ports.

5) 7he reclamstion and anti-malaris work andertaken in
Jewish "colonies” have benefited all Arabs in the
neighbourhood.

6) Institutions, founded with Jewish funds primarily
to serve the lational Howe, have also served the
Arab population.....

7) The goneral beneficent effect of Jewish lmmigration

on Arab welfare is illustrated by the faot that the
inocrease in the Arab population is most marked in

urban areas affected by Jewish developnent., A comparie
gon of the ecensus returns in 1922 and 193lehows that,

gix years ago, the increase per cent in Heifa was

in Jaffa 62, in Jerusalem, 37, while in purely

towns such as Fablus end Hebron it was only 7, and at

Gaza theres was a deorease of 2 per cont."(1)

The sarvey speaks for itself, Though the Arabe
do not always recognise it, "on the balance, the National
Home has meant a substantial gain to them,"(ii) However,
the growth of the Nat ional home has brought forth a growing
hoetility on the part of the Arab towarde Je we and British,

a8 respeotively the recipient and the promoters of the

i B 2 R
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mendute polioy. Tre strengthening of Arab Nationaliem
makes it all the more difficult to enforce the mandatory
poliey any longer, says the report,
Ap seen by the Royal Commiseion, the situation has

led to a deadlock., As = way out, the Commission proposed
a2 plan of partition of Prnlestine between an Arab, & Jewish
independent States, nand a neutral intermediary zone. Ve
are not going inte the detaile of the partition scheme,

but we will have to nake 2 few things olear.

The proposed Jewish state was to be 1/29 of his-
torionl Palestine. When one thinks thet, given the whole
post-war Palestine, (this being & theoretical suprostion!)
Lionism would still find it diffioult to solve the Jewish
problem, what if the Jews are given 1/2Y of the territory
whioh used to be the Jeowish statel

Partition means the barring of the Jows from the
28/ 29 of Palestine, the cutting off of the great Jewish
undertakinge (Rutenberg electrical concession, the Palestine

Potash Linited) from the proposed Jewish state, Mackover
oalle very rightly bis book on the partition scheme
"Jewieh state or ghetto"? The partition echeme would make
of the Jewlish cell a tiny Jewish 1lele (much smaller than
the “sm;n.ll noteh™ advoecated by Balfour) drowned into an
ooean of Arad states, Apart from that oritioal situation,
the partition scheme leads %0 a worse consequences It

does not solve the Jewisk problem, mot even in providing



a heaven for those Jews who oannot live in Hurope anymore.

It is really a derisive proposal.

"Out of 400000 Jews, one third, or 142,000 will
not be in the Jewish state at all. ©The number that is
left ie 268,000. In the ssme territory, according to the
Commission, there will be 825,000 Arabs...The Commission..
have put & Saar, a Polish Corricor, ond half a dozen

bantzige and lemeale in a country the size of Wales."(1)

Lloyd George sald it was "a sosndalous report...
a deplorable ending to one of the moet imsginutive and
promising exverimentes whick the Great War made possible..
liave the Jews falled in their part of the bargain? The
promive they gave of help in the war wes fulfilled in the
letter and the spirit. 4anc their help was truly helpful..
anonthey failed in their efforts at colonisation? The
trouble has arisen entirely from the magnitude of their
success. The report handsemely acknowledges thelir
triumphs,"(1ii)

The mout tragie point of the situation is that,
in spite of the derisive terms offered to the Jewe by the

scheme, the Jewish Agency declared thet it was remdy to

negotiste on the basie of those terms, The Arab authorities

refused to do so;

(1) Lord Samuel, quoted in "Bulletin of International News"
(1) :g%oﬂ bysggohovnr.- "Jewish State or ghetto” London,
v P .
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In faot, & partition was not mcceptable, Pales-
tine bad already suffered from u very dangerous anputa~-
tion. The cutting away of Transjordsn doprived it from
the three quarters of its historiesl tafrltory. Wae thie
meparation neoceesitated by the Mackinhon rledge? The faot
does not meem to be mbsolutely cortain. Oertain oonpe tent
observere hold on the eontrary that Mransjordan was given
awey to the Bmir Abdallah in order to concilimte Arab
opinion, TLord Raglen, former British politieal 0fficer in
Transjordan, said in a statemont made before the House of
Lords that the dealings of the Emire ware oreating a very
insecure situation in Transjordan." The oontinusnce of
this state of affaire would have been & constant source
of friction with our Prench Allies", he sald, These were
the grounds on which "we nade Abdallah n present of
fransjordan."( 1)

Whatever may be the reasons of that first parti-
tion, the Jews have by now accopted it, [t would not be
reasonable to ask them to agree to & new and threatening
one. By their behaviour up to new, the Jew have shown
that they were not stubborn in thal.r claias, Thay have
realised that, given the present politiconl eitvation, and
the Arab righte, they could not be recognised to have
righte over all historical Palestine. They have acceepted
that. It is the turn of the Arabs to realize the necessity

(1) Ibid, p. 80

=
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of a compromise. ©he Jews have behaved reasonebly sbout

nyanajordan, Let the aprebs, in turn, behave reasonab ly

nbout Parlastine,

THE WHITE PAPER OF 1939

In May 1939, the British Government issued a new
3tatement of policy mbout Palestine (statement whieh hasg
aince been called the Vhite, or the Black Paper, according
o the people you belonged to). Thie gtatement offered an
entirely new interpretation of the spirit as well of the
letter of the mandats. We are goling to nention herebelow
the moet important smong the new gonceptions it brings in
the understanding of the dutles of the Handatory. The
Statemont of polley refers very frequently %o the meterial
provided by the Royal Commission report, but, as we are
 golng to see, from the same premisses, it draws a diametrie-

ally opposed conclusion.

In reviewing the cuties of tho nendatory towards
the promotion of the nat ional ho.e, the Statement omite
three important points:

1) The recognition of Hebrew as one of the of fic 1al language
~of Palestine.
2) The recognition of the Jewish agency as & public body.

3) Tho recognition of the historiecal gonnectien of the



Jewish people with Palest ine.
Do those omissions come from a desire for brevity? The
writer 'will be allowed to doubt it,

The B¢tatement of poligy quotes Article 8 of the
mendate for Palestine, "quotes™ may however not be the
appropriate word, given that import:nt, if slightly notice=-
able, changes are brought to the wording of the article,
The reader will remember that article 2 of the mandate
reads as follows: "The Mundatory shall be responsible for
placing the country under such politieal, administrative
and economio eonditions as will secure the establ ishnent
of GiEh netional-home—and <the words-las-initd-down Jovish

national home, as laid down in the wesamble." When repro=-

duoced in the Statement, the article reads "& national home"
instead of the national hone, &nd vords "as laid down in
the preamble"” do not figure at all.

This alteration, however, elight it may seen,
deprives the national home of the historical and legal
elements on which it 1is based,

On the other hand, the non-recognition of the
Jowish ageney Jdoes not merely imply the suppression of a
privilege., It implies that the British Covarnment does
not recognise the representative of the Jowish people ma
a whole before the nmandatory. It only recognises the
*actual Jewlsh population living in Palestine, The abyss
whieh Wa‘betwmn the noew attitude and the one which



followed from the true meaning of the mandate does not
need any oommentary. It speaks for ituvelf,

The 3tntement of Pelicy, on the other hand, gives
in a masterly way, the lmpression that only the Zionist
leaders bslieved that the Balfour leclaration implied the
possible transformation of Palestine into a Jewish state,
Wherens the Report of the Royal Commission admitted thet
gome of the framers of th§ deovlaratior were themselves of
that opinion.

Not only is the Jewish sgoncy ignored, but two
new factors brought in the @ iscussion, nanely, "the will
of the Arab population of the country", and the opinion of
the ™eighbouring arab states,” The Zioniets do not ask
a finel settlement to be imposed on the Arab population
of Palestine. ‘Indeed, it ie only by a settlement mgreeable
to and accepted by both parties that the problem can be
polved., But, the writer will be allowed to observe that
this new slement, though desirable, does not follow from
the mandate iteelf,

On the other hand, tho socond element, the opinion

of the neighbouring Arab states, is a creation for which
the Sgmtaenent of policy should be entirely responsible.
What is the future of a Jewish national home dependent
upon the will of the Arad states is not diffioult to
imagine, the move uso as the Jewish people i8 no more A
_party in the discussion.
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About the specific ilssuce of immigration and
gsottlement on the land, the White Paper is evem more ox-
piicit., Immigration will continue for five years, the
maxinun number of lumigrants belng 10,000 per year, A8
a porsonal contribution towards the tragic fate of the
Jews of Kurope, the Mandatory will allow another 26,000
{mmigrants to Palestine, whileh will make 75,000 imnigrants
altogether. Then irmigration will stop. The Jews will be
therafore condenmed to & status of vernasnent minority,
their nwiber being restricted to one~third of the populstion

of Palestine., The Netlonal Home will not be & home any
nore sinece & home is a place where you go back to, The
right understanding of ite cuties b, the landatory, to=~
pgether with the interests ol the Arab populetion of Pales-
tine, will have achieved that sensational result of re=-
duneing the Jewish people to a state of constant inferiority
in Pelestine. We do not wiah to do here a long dissertation
about the dutles of the Mandatory which follow from its
acceptation of the trust of the mandete., We would like
howayer to remind %he ronder, and with him the fmmmers of
tho White Puper, that the original aim of Zionism is to
pasten the solution of the Jewish problem. It 18 because
the League of ¥ations has found itself morally and legally
bound to help the reconstitution of the Jewish national
home in Palestine, that England ie to-day in Palestine.
The Mandatory ehould not forget that point.



On the other hand, the Jewish problem having been

) malisod a8 resulting from the anomalous position of the

>"= Jewigh nation, smy attempt at helping the Jewish people
means the drawing of the Jews back to & normal life, I[%
18 not by granting them a permanent minority status in the
land of their fathers that thre Mandatory will consider it~
gelf freed from the noral und leagal obligations it has
towards the Jews., The anomaly of the Jewish ituation is
indeed that they enjoy a ninority status everywhere, a
majority status nowhere. The fundamental basis of any
solution of their problem should therefore be the granting
of a majority status somewhere. The White Paper, while
ovading this lusue, is not only a violation of the mandate
in its epirit and letter, it 1s also the proof that even
to-day there are competent politieians who do not graep
the fundamental origin of the Jewlsh problem,

About the "olose settlement of the Jews on the
1land,” the St¢atement of policy insugurates again a new
polioy. It dividee the land in Palestine in three ocate-
gories: The first section, where no land oan be bought
by Jews is 63,1 por cent of the total superfioy.

The second section, where land purchase by Jews is allow
under certain oircumstances, is 31.8 per cent of the total
superfiey.

énd the third section, where the Jews are allewed to buy

 18ma, subject to no restriotims, is §.1 per cent.
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The e¢lausen of the mandates are alsc reversed,
a8 it might have been expeeted, as fur &8 the righte of
the iyabs are concorned. From binding but not primary
daties, the oblizations to the Arabn beccue suddenly the
prineipal ain of the mandate, and more binding that those
whioh promote the national home, Up to the publioation
of the White Paper, tre Psrmanent llandates Commisaion hae
gtated more than onee that the cuty towards the national
home wag the primary daty of the nandatory, and that sueh
steps whieh wonld hinder ite promotion should notm be
taken. The Thite Paper raverscs the argument and attempts
at promot ing velf-governing institutions and independence
(the latter of which wae never promised) at the expense
of the National Home,

If the British Government had proolaimed that 1%
misunderstood the duties embodied in the mantiute when it
agocepted to enforca it, and that now it stated the true
moaning of these duties, it would be all right, But the
Statement of pokioy distorts faets and evidences, in ite
aim at departing from its international pledge, In the
worde of Mr. Charchill, "No one couls e¢laim that the
Britieh nation i@ bound for all time, irrespective of
avents or of their own physieal and moral etrength, to
pursee the poliecy of establishment of the Jewish National
Home. Bat from the moment that we recognize and proclaim
that we have departed from these undertakings and are



regarding the Sionist cause a@ & mere inconvenient incldent
in the Colonial 0ffice administration of Palestine, wo
are bound to return our iandate to the lLeague of Fations
and forgo the strategic mornl and material advantages
arising from the British ccntrol of, and, association
with, the Holy land." (1)

fhe Jewish people voes not wish HEngland to with-
draw from Palestine, sand the guotation of MHr; OChurchill
ghould not be mo interpreted. ¥What the writer wishes to
puggest is thet, 1f Mng land had ceeided to ¢epart fronm
the obligations she had ander the mandute, sha shonld have
said clearly #o, inmtesnd of eamouflasing her new politieal
attitude under a heap of gueetionable arguments,

The receding refutation of sone statements made
in the "White Paper" may seom uselese. In faet, it is. But

it wae necessitated by the Utatement of poliey itself,

Had not the framers of the Paper felt somehow guilty of a
dietortion of the spirit of the mandate, they wuldml‘;l'u
gpent their time and their ekill in sn atiempt te justity
themselves,., What remains true is thet diplomatic argumen-
tation of that kind will lend nowhere, KLither lEngland
wunte to go on enforeing the mandate genuinely, mnd whole-
heartedly, or she doesnot. If she does, so-much the
better. If she d¢oes® not, the moet clever argunentation
of the world will not bring her to do so.

(1) Ancwer %o lord Passfield.- quoted by Goedman op,oit.67v.



The clue of the new British attitude is, at
least to u cortain extent, the result of the pressure of
ocertain politiesl forces. The White Paper,K as admitted
by & merber of the House of Coumons, had boen a makeshift
intended to win over to the British side the Arad popu-
lation of Palestine, and the populations of the neighbour-
ing Arab states, if not of the Moslems of India. The
poliey has failed. Britain hes not galned the wholehearted
sympe thy of the Apab populntion of Palestine with whieh
we are here concerned, morecver, it has pat in danger the An
Angilophile feelings of the Jews, in Palestine as well as
in the whole world.

A@ to the cualification of the British attitude
in that connection, here is what the mctual Prime Minister
says: "I could not stand by snd see solemn engagoments
into whieh Hritain had entered before the world set aside
for reasone of adminigtrative convenisnce,,.l should !'00_1-'
pergeonally embarrassed in the most acute way 1f I lent
nyself by silence or inaction o what [ nust regard as

an aot of repuaiation.” (1)

Hr, Amery now Seeretary of State for India,
folt the semef "I could never hold up my hesd again to
either Jew or Avab, he said, 1f I voted for what, in good
| .ni;h. I vepentedly told both Jews and Arabs was ineon-




go back upon the pledge given not only to Jews but to the
whole e¢ivilised world when it assumed the Mandate,"(1)
The Permanent Mandatee Commiasior found the
White Paper poliey "not in mccordance with the interpre=-
tation whioh, in agreement with the Handntory power and

i
Couneil, the Commisamion hed always placed upon the Mandate," =~

The White Paper has not yet come into foree,
though the land reguintions embodled in it are already
applied. Whether it will ever be snforcoed or not it is
to the future to tell. However, we mlght add that during
the pariod of incertitude which is passing, Oreat Britain
ia nlrendy enforeing the spiris of the VWhite Paper, so %o
gpeak. It has ocutwardly and repeatedly discouraged Palos~-
tine Jewry's war effort in order to demonstrate to the
onlookere that the Jewe bheave no partiocular status in
Palestine,

The ciecuesion of the White Paper has been neces~
sary in our study in order to enable us to discuss the pre-
gent issues at stake., I will add that it has not beeon a
pleasant taslk, Indeed, 1t is moet unpleasant to state
gontinually one's list of grievances, and to oriticise
even rengenably one of the rare friends one has, But, as
Dr. Welsman said to the Royal Commission, "these grievances

will not be put forward in a spirit of criticism for the
_#ake of eritieisn of the Government. We Jnow that the

Mu by "the Manchester Guardian®™ Obtober 28, 1948



povernment has done a considerable amount for this country,
We Inow that we are in this ocountry st all beocnuse of the
British Government and its orgens here, In spite of the
oriticien whick you may hear from time to time, I think
deep dowmm In the heart of every Jew there is gratitude
that there is at least one natior in the world whieh has
given us the obance to try to work." (i)

| (1) br, Veimman op.cit. p. 29
34 1A= j\ -“"-h\" . : i ,



"The Jows are very close to the Arsbe
in blood, and there is no confliet
of charagter between the two races,"

dulr Jeysul's Memorandum to
the Peace QJunfersnce

CHAPTER  EIOHT

Workability of Zionisam

The spiritual and legsl Jjustificntion of Lionism
would remain purely aondemic !f there were certain irre-
mediable ohetroler on the woy of “ionian, Lot us examine
the elomente whioh condition the realisation of Zionist -
aimg, after which we will be mble to draw a donclusion
apron a thorough knowledge of the watter, Let ue there
fore begin by a short malysis of

I. THE BCONGMIC POSUIBILITISS OF PALEST NS
THE concopt of Palestine's absorptive capueity
hes veemed a sclentific check on Lionism since the begimn-

ing of large-scale lnnigration, Howevar, experiments made
in recent yesre have shown that Palestine 's absorptive
capacity woas muckh greuter than 1t was primerily thonlht-
The capacity of & country ie measured in function of ite
cultivable survace, 1%8 densisy of population, 1te

: ‘M rodources, and the ceononic possibilities 1%
ofters u it- tnheditante.



Palest ine has an area of 10,600 square miles,
or 26,000,000 dunsms, snd a population of 1,450,000
inhabitants (1939). Hoononio experts mmintain that large-
scale immigration may still be allowed without endangering
the economic status of the nresant population, Dr;
Lowdermilk, while reviewing the agriculturs]l achievementa
of Palestine Jewry, writes: "The marshy, poetilential
lands have been reclaimed by draining and by the eradica-
tion of malaris at the saerifioce of many humsn lives,
Wasted lands have been made to blossom ne the roee., Like
wise, the higher plaine bhave been reclained snd made to
produce henvily in ssricultural orope. Sand dunes, old
and now, have been fixed mnd have been made into losations o

thriving municipalities or have bean converted by irri-
gation into productive aitrus groves.™ (1)

This review gives an iden of the cconemie poten-
tinlities of Palestine. It is nnderstood that, while
sponking of the absorptive cmpacity of Palestine, the
potentialities are to be considered as well as the already
exploited reecurces. Uir John Hope Simpson, while vaking
his report on "Innigrasion, land settlement and develop~
ment" in Paleetine, takes into consideration only the
cultivated landes. That is an errer. The cultivable lands
should be all teken into account wince Jewish colonisation
~ and the use of wodern technique has shown that a great part

- 0f the uncaltivated land could be gainfully exploited in
 the future. (1) Kedeouing Falestine's Soil - Pal; Peet.

.y



In fact, helf & million Jews lave been muccess-
fully settled in Palestino, on some 12 per oent of the
g0il now considered as cultivable, of which a great part
was proviocusly waste. That memns that thero{::u.l wide
economic poseibilities to be oxploited., The Palestine
Arab Delegation to the London Genference hes declared that
put of 26,000,000 dunamns, 19,000,000 danams were not
puitable for nottl;mr-m; snd cultivastion by Arabe, LX-
perience has proved that the Jews have turned inte fruit-
ful @and territories previocusly gongidered se anfil for
cultivation. That would be n reans of promoting immigra-
tion mnd close settlement of the Jews on the land without
trespaseing upon the interests of the loeal population,
sinee the latter declares itsell that such lande cannot
be used by 1i%. |

0f course, Jews cannot se$tle on rand dunes for
inatance, whatever may be thelr taehnica) skill and thelr
financial possibilitiea., Tho eriterion nf an cultiveble |
1snd has been sald to be a land where you can dig a well,
Indeed wells provide today almost the whole of Palestine's
{rrigation water., and the naw doep-well boring technique
gulded by geologlcal exploration hes opened wide posaibl-
1ities ﬁt irrigation "even beyond the constal plain in
areas whioh wera provioualy reparded e hopoless, sash
"._,.,_,n sem o2 the uplands of Gallles and Judmea. A very
I, mm and aotuua cnqnxr; romur sompleted has led
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to the conclusion that bvetter utilisation of sub-solil
reaour.ocsa, fmproved equipuent, more efficient wnd nore
sconvmicu L operation of water plants would moke possible
the irrigation from wells of an area of aporoximately

2 millilon dunams. (i)

On the other hands, the drainage and redemption
of marshlsnds can provide with a wide ecope of cultivable
1land. The typilesl inestance iu the Huleh marsh, which,
for centuries, was consldered useless by tre populations
of Palestine., Yow it has bean restored, free from epi-
demies and nslaria, it has becoms one of the lovely
eultivated spots of Falsstine., The example of the Huleh
hes to be followed, and new territorias will be avallable
for seitlement,.

The storage of rain-water will, apart from
natural swings, and deep-wells, provide &n important
volume of water to serve apriculture whon it i@ most
needed. The axample of other countrlee with similar con=-
ditions proves thnt the construetion of raservoirs for
rain water can prove of the greateast utiliiy for the cul~-
tivation of otherwise wnoultiveable land., "Careful ee-

tisates...show that an area of two million dunami might

be placed under irrigation through the construction of
rain-water reoservoirs and commeated projects for folld
oontrol snd surfege irrigation.*(id)

' jﬂab Borucov in Yalestine and Middle Hest - Vol XV,1943
- {ii) Borocuv op.eit.
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Thus, technieal irrigetion uight provide uv with
four million dun=ms of eultivable dand, Dhis does not
teke Intv account the arid part of Pulesiine, the lieghev,
where the quantity of rain-uater pmeeing underground is
enormwous, As Lir John Hope dimpson esia, piven the
possibllity of lrrigetior, there i8 waotically em in-
axhaustibls supply of cultiveble 1and in the Beershebs
area, This highly-technieal irrigation scheme io not
only the outeome of theoratical ppoculntions. It is based
on detailed investigation., On the other hand, sinilar
probleme have beon solved in nther lands =mnd show that
the 4iZfioultien rre not insanerable,.

Apert from the rodonption of imnd 8%ill treated
as ancultivabla, the intensifieatior of egrioculture
everyvhere would render large-secale lomigration possible.

Sut there is aleso the basie for a very active
industrial 1life in Palestine. The Moeul pipe~line ends
in Haifa, oil is trerefore plentiful, Jerivative indas~
tries cun ba successfully osteblished, Speaking of the
future of Palestine's industry, Ur; Shenker, President
of the Palestine menufeoturers’ Aswociation naye that,
of couree, after the war, industrial reorganisation and
adjustment of prodvction costs will be necessary, But
there 18 no need to be exaggeratedly seared of a depression
f_lloltim industry bes already competsd with & umped

) "'Jw» goods. It will be able te compete with con=




ourrent gooés. On the olher band, Faloutine can Locome
a "delglum of thé Jiidéle-Bast”. It i3 aut the eross-road
of greet traue routes. It has casy uvcese to the neigh-
bouring biiddle-tast reriet, lioreover, the Jowleh popu-
1ation is elever, and pernevuring. Josides, says Jr,
Weiszman, "they have no cholee; they nuust succeed or 50
under, "

Thare are already in Prlostine cousldernble
dndustr lul achiaevements: the great elcetric works on the
Jordan, the Uead Jea works wileh producge potash, bromine,
ete. 0il mnd soap works; & c¢ewont factory; and &n iron
foundry; a textlile industry (cotton and silk); a clothing
industry; fooGetulfe; phernncceuticel products; ete.

et ue econsider the four nillion dupame of
pogeibly cultivable land, affer irrigntion works. A
Jewigh family has been galoulnted to live on 20 danams; that
make8 the establimhemant of 200,000 famllées on the lund
possible. On the other hand, axprrience shows that, for
every family whbioh settles on the lund, threo others nre
abgorbed in towna., That males a total of 800,000 familios,
or about 4,000,000 people.

0f course, this cannot happen in a aingle jyoar,
It has $0 follow mn intensive levelopment of all Palostinian
rasources, agrioultural as well as industrial, Aas s

 matter of fact, no exact approxination own be wade as t0
the exinet number of people the country will be able to




absorb wnder different conditionn, I[ndeod, Lord Panafield
said in 1980 that thLare was no room for anothor ent in
Palestine, and sinee then sonme [00,0001 migrants have
entered the country. Thosze anproximations only rrove that
thers wre 9till very wide possibilities, and the exmnples
of Belglum, Svitzerland show us the way tovards a very
dense setllemnent of people on th land, a8 well 28 in
urhan sctivities.

Josephua writes thut a fow million people lived
in Palestine unxder the Rommns. Buat of cource his state~
ment ie only to a certain extent reliamble upon, and of
enurae the limite of Palest ine were not the same as to-day
Spenking ¢f the limits, we should besr in nind that the
threo-quarters of Palest ine have been deslilberately severed
from the present territory. And 1t is somewhat hard to
hear that Palestine ig soall and that the Jews are oreat-
lné a congestion in the country!

" One thing phould be added befora we lenve that
chapter: If immigrstion hee heen eurtailed under the
White Paper, it is not baeocnues nf the soonomic boseidbili-
tias of Palestine, but boenuse of nolitionl reasons. The
Royal Commission admitted itpelf that political issues
ware nt atake when inmigration was concoerned, The
absorptive ocapseities of Palestine are far frem being
reached. Palestine ocan s%ill contain the Jews who mast
':,"_m. #Mo, beecnuge they have nowhere else where to go,
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1f a thoroughly elaborated, snotive developnont of
the eonntry 1s undartaken.

it ehould ve aseful here to note who are the
Jewe who are oxpected %o settle in Palestine after the
war, It is estinated that the total of world Jewry will
‘be about 12,000,000; almeet ,000,000 in the V.o.A.
760,000 in the 3ritisb Bmpire; bLO,000 in Palestine;
3,000,000 in Ruesis; 600,000 in jouth-Ameriean, and
about 750,000 in North Africa and the kiddle-East. The
quest lon of emigration will therefore apply to about
2,000,000 homeless peovie, without taking in consideration
the refugess who will neeesearily be foand floating over
{11-adjusted frontiers. It will be a formiasble task,
bat not insuperable. Problene at leest as diffieuls
will have to be solved at the peace conference. Let
ue hope that something will be done In order To solve this |

noe.



II. THE ARAB PROBLIM
We have intentionally left for the end the Arab

problem, not beocsuse it is the least important, but, en
the contrary, because it ie on it that depends the future
of the National Home. The careful study of tie Arab
question is indispensable in an attempt to realisze Zioniet
aspirations, just as the consideration of the Jewish case
Li necessary if the Arab problem is to be solved in
Palest ine, _

We have up to new dealt with the Jewish problem
and its solution through iionism, and with the various
grounds on which the Jewish claime for & National Home
are Justified., We will now deal with the Arab aspect of

the problem.

A8 stated by George Antonius, "the Arab clains
regt on two distinet foundations: the natural right of a
gettled population, in great majority agricultural, to
vemnin in possession of the land of ite birthright; and
the noquired political rights whiokh followed from the dis
appoarance of Turkish sovereignty and from the Arab share
in its overthrow, and which Great Britain is under s oon-
tractual obligation to recognise and uphold.™ (1)

The first ground on which the Arab case is based,
namely, "the natural right of a uttmg;bphhtlu' ie
{ndispusable (It is what the Jows themselves olaim in the
" Diaspora.) We will not therefore éwell on it any longer.
o 'ﬂ.) The Arab awekening op.oit. p. 391.
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What about the "politlcal rights"” which are
claimed? Those rights are pased nainly on the Maocilahon
pledge, whioh we have already analysed as not referring to
pPalestine. Therefore, to the extent to which they are
pesed on the Mackahon pledge, the Arab elains cannot be
econsidered as valid, Ve have sufficlently dwelt on the

British pledge to make t hat certain,
Lord Balfour ssid In connection with the Arab

elaims in Palestine in 1928: "0f all the oharges made
against this country I must eay that the charge that
we have been unjust to the Armb race seems Lo ne the
gtrangest. It ie through the expenditure of sritish
blood, by the exercise of British skill and valour,
bs the conduet of British generals, by troops brought
from all parts of the gritish lmpire - it is by them
{n the main that the greeing of the Arab race from
Tarkish rule has been eifected. And that we, after
all the events of the war, should be help up a8
those who have done An injustice, that we, who have
juat established & king in Mesopotamia, who had
before that established an Arab king in the Hejas,
and who have uone more than has been done for centuris

past to put the Arab race in the position to which

they have atiained - that we should be gherged with
being their enemies, vith having taken a nean ad-
vantage of the course of international negotiations,
gesns to me not only nost unjust to the policy of i
this country, but almost fantastic in its extravagancd

e do not suggest by any means thet all the Arsb
claims were satisfied at the Peace Treaties. The Arabe
got much leas than they were promised. But es regards
Palestine, we would like %o make 1t clear once for all
thnt no promise was made to them whatever. That is why,
while we immediately nee the rightness of the elaim bdsed

on natural rights, weo eannot approve that based on political

ones,
(1) quoted by Goodman op.cit. p. 6O



But the second founcamtion of the Arab olaim, thoud
mainly based on the lacMahon pledge, is based on two other
eloments, Hogarth's pledge, and the Declaration %o the Seven
When the Balfour Declaration was made nown, says
Antonius, King Hussein wanted %o have a definition of 1%s
meaning and range. Commander Hogarth was sent to hinm aLnd
delivered him an oral messsge which said that "Jewish settle
ment in Palest ine would only be allowed in so far ne would
be consistent with the political and eoonomic freedom of
the Arab povuletion.™ (i)
The Arabs claim that that promise was not kept,
As & matter of .tﬁet the message having been an oral one,
it is diffioult either to base an argument on it, or %o
answer an argument based on it. It ie aifficult to imagine
how lngland would have pledged herself to seoure the "poli~-
tionl freedom of the Arab population™ when she had mentioned
only "eivil snd religious rights™ in the Balfour Declaratin
However, there is no possibility of discussion sinee the
elaim i8 not based on any writien document,
fhe other legal basis alluded to ie what is called
the "Declaration to the Sgven Arabs™, In 1918, beven Arabs
1iving in Oairo sent a memorial to the British Government,
atking from it a definition of British polioy with regard %o
the Ayab countries. The Foreign 0ffice answered with &
memorandum from which we extraot the following passage:

(1) Antonins op.oit. p. 268.
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"With regard to the territories ocoupied by the Allled
armies,...the polioy of His Majesty's Government,...is
that the future government of those ferritories should
be based upon the prineiple of the consent of the governed,
This polioy will always be that of lile Majesty's
Governments." (1)

In other words, ae far as Palestine was concerned,
the prineiple of self-determination was intended to be
applied. This Declaration is of great consequence in the
defenge of the Apab ease. 'Were [ to give a personal advice
%o my Avab friends, I would adviee them to bmse their
defence on that Declaration, and not on the Mackahon
pledge which oamot be regarded any more as covering
Palestine,) However, one c¢can be allowed to ask why British
statesmen have never alluded to thet Declaration in dealing
with the Arab problem in Palestine, The Palest ine Royal
Commission's on Report which contains & thorough analysis
of the Palestinian background does not refer to it, We
do not question the autmucu;; of the dooument nor An-
tonius' own rendering of the Apsbio text, but we are sur-
prised %o note how seldom the Declaration ie referred %o,
in official Statements eoneerning Palestine,

However, we might a8 well admit thet the promise
of self-determination contained in the Declaration, if
it was made, was never applied to Palestine, If the Arab

‘u nu. " ‘“.
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politioal rights have any legal basis, the Declaration

to the Sgven is that basie. However, given that no repro-
duction of the doocument is to be found, no conolusive
argument oan be derived from it.

Another !‘tnmnt ef the Arab onse can be found
in the Peel Report. "You say we are better off; you say
my house has been enriched by the strangers who have en-
tered it. But it 18 my house and I did not invite the
strangers in, or aek them to enrich 1t, and I do not ecare
how poor or bare it is if only 1 am master in it.™ (1)

This is enothor assertion of the natural righte
of the Arabs stated in a different manner, It is a right
statemont except in ite consideration as strangers of the
former owners of the land. In oconneetion with this, the
Arabs have maintained that a right of conquest osncells
the previous right. With regard to that, two answers can
be given: The first ie that the Apabs d1d not obtaln
their right of congquest at the expense of the Jews, I mean
that the Arabs did not dwive the Jews from Palestine. The
second is that the British right of conguest has cancellsd
the Arab right, or more precisely, the Purkish right. 8o
the argument based on the cancellation of previous rights
of conquest doe® not etrengthen Aradb defence, on the eon=~
trary, it leads %o the opposite end. It is even oontcnul“
(1) The Feol Report op.ecits, p. 181

(11) Romano.~ Problemes politicues de 1l'organisation
Sioniste.
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that the right of a people to come baok %o m territory from
whieh it has been ousted cancelle the right of conquest of
the last occupant.

Therefore, the right of econguest cannot be the
basls of a legal claim. The Arabe, on the other hand, argue
that they have extended help %o the Allies in the Middle=-

Bast, and that they have bean promised independedce (The
argument comes buk to the Mackahon pledge.) The Arabs
helped the Allies, that is granted, in spite of the faot
that the Palestinian Arabs fought in the eneny lines, But
what about the similar Jewish claim? The Jews have con-
tributed to the Allles war effort, and they were definitely
promised a national home in return of their servigces, where-

a8 no promiee had been rmmde to the Palestinian Arabs what-
over. On the other hand, the Peel report says: "The Arabs
40 not appear %o realisze in the first place thet the present
position of the Apab world as a whole is mainly due to the
great sacrifices made by the Allied and Assooisted Powers
in the vn-!mn secondly, that, in so far as the n-l:fou
Declaration helped to bring about the Allies' vietory, it
helped to bring about the emancipation of all the Ayab
countries from Purkish rale." (1)

~ B0 much about the ¢laim of "soquired politiecal

righte™. Lot us mow exsmine that of economie loss which
mmmaum Wuumuuoztmw.nn.
N m ﬂlQ eoncern of the Jewish National Io- weant an ecnomie
() Peol Nepors op.oit. p. B4



loss or a profit for the Arab populntion?

We have quoted in the preceding chapter the
gtatemant made by the Peel Commiesion sbout the oc.mnomo
gaing the Arab derived from the enforcement of the National
Home poliey. (See p. 224) ¥We will add an importent faet,
Hot only has the Arab population naturally inoressed in
great proportions in the areas of Jewish settlement,6 but
it has increased by immigration from the mlghbonr.ing
eountries. (1) If the Arabe ere not better off in Palestine
than in the other Arad states, why do sume of them who are
enjoying & total or partial statue of independence in the
nelghbouring eountries come to settle in Pulestine? In-
deed, Arab iumigration, however slight, has shown two
things: On the one hawy that the economic status of the
average Aryab of Palestine was superior to that of an Arab
in the neighbouring countries; snd, on the seecond hand,
that sometimes economie prosperity was given preference
on politiecal independence,

Now, if Palestine 18 to become the oenter of
Jowish national life, there might be some merbers of the
Ayab population who would like to conciliate ecoonomie
profit with political independence, and settle in some
other Aradb States. (The resder ie mskod to consider thie
nE a mere possibility, not as & political design) They
would sell their land at very high prices in Palestine,

and buy some a% a chesp price, in Pransejordsn, or in [raq,

(1) Accordi the offieiel figures of 1937, out of si:o
nlo;alni-l;mu £2.879 were non-Jews | Inmn. P )



thue renlising & double profit., That 1s all the more pro=
bable einge in Pransjordan, for instence, the inhubitants
are in all pointe akin to those of Palestine, A point
should be here made cloar. The Zioniste do not aim at dis-~
possessing the Arab population of Palestine and at driving
it outside the country. It has never been their intentiom
to do 80. The Armbs inhabit Palestine since twelve cen-
turies and their rights at staying in Palestine have never
been contested. But, as we sald above, there i the pos-
bility of a certain percentage of voluntary emigration,
given the neononic profit to be derived,from the operation,
Should this possibility remain in the state oX possibility,

§ mean, unrealigped, all the Palestinian Arabs and the Jews .,

would settle in Palestine could live gide by side in a
developed, productive Palestine. $he brief survey of the
economio poseibilitjes of the country has shown this to
be realisable.

Lot us exanine sn offen guoted point of Apab
economnie grievances, namely, the guest ion of the land, Teo
bagin with, we would like to point out & fundemental in-
consistenoy of the mandatory poliey with regard to land
tranafer regulations: When the Arabs vell their land to
Jews, they are coneiderod as a people "not yet able to
gtand alone™, nor to understand where their real wel-being

1ies. In eonsequence, the mendatory acts as a tutor, and
anacte a law forbidding the sale of land to Jews,



But when the Armbe say: Ve do not want the Jews
{n the country, whatever profit we may derive {rom thelr
ppesence, they are considered as a mature, responsivle
people, end the mandatory takes measures putting their
will into force. One of two things had to be ocvnceded:
Either the Arabe are not yet mature snd need tutorship;
and in this onse the mandsatory will prevent lpand sales to
Jews, but at the same time mllow immigration slice it is
beneficent %o the country &6 a whole; or they are &pt Lo
decide for themselves; end in this case the mendatory
will regulste immigration according %o thelr wish, but will
leave land transactions free. The argument cannot be con=-
tinually twisted according to the urge of the moment,

Ooning to the land gquestion proper, the Arabe
are afrnid that the Jews will little by little dispossess
them and be the ownsrs of the land. Their fear is not
well-founded at all, On the one hand, the Jews intend te
devote the greater part of their sctivities to reclaiming
the land that is not oultivated by the airabs and further,
deolared to be unoultivable by them, There will be no
dispossession here. On the other hand, if the Arabe wish
to keep their land nobody obliges them not to do so. The
queation of the tranafer of land is as all transactions,
one of esonomie preference., [f the Arab owner deems that
the price offered for his land would be more worthwhile to
have than the land itself, ho will sell. But if he thinks
Shat 1% sults him betier to keep the land, however high

gy TR R N S T DT
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out of 9,000,000 dunams of ocultivable land, the Jows own
by now 1,500,000 dunsas. ®hat is however omitted ise the
faot that those 1,600,000 dunsns which ere now cultivable
1ané wore for the major part not so when they were bought.

Has the transfer of land iowered the standard of
living of the fellah? A comparstive study of the peasant
popalation in 1919 and in 1939 for inetance shows that on
the contrary the etandard of living of the Arsb fellah has
been ralged. le has peen often emanai psted from the rule
of the effendl, the hyglienic gonditions of his life are
noticeably improving, and his family has greatly inoreased,
Indeed, the impression that Jewish colonisation has harmed
the Ayab citiszen comes to a large extent from the fact
that consequences deriving from industrialisation and im-
provement of the meane of production has been confueed
with consequences of the lat ional lHome. Lf they were
occasioned by the national home policy, those consequences
were none the less unavoldable.

Yhe truth is that the position of the fellah ise
not endangered by Jewish colonisation, 1£ 3% is not beb-
gerad. The claim of econonic loss that has been ut
forward in the Arab defence is not Justified, What re-
maing wvalid is the natural right of the Arabs acquired by
genturies of inhabitation. Phis right is the only one to
remain incontestable, But the Arebs will not get a hear-
ing before the world if thay persist in disregarding all
other righte than theirs. 2?he Arabe have a case, it 18



may the priece be, he will keep it.

And, this fact should be more widely-known, an
Arab who pells his land to a Jew does not by that very
faot Leoome an unemployed. He usually uses the proceeds
to free hinself from debts he has contracted towards the
offendi, or invests his money in another gainful enterprise:

If he haa sold all hie land, he will get employment some-
whers else., "Industrial development hue gone far to pro-
vide employment for those Apabs who ean no longer make a
1iving on the land™, says the Royal Commission, (1)

But what 1s more limble to happen is that the
Apab landowner will keep & 1ittle part of the land, In
foet, regulsations forbid total transfer of land, The
previous landowner muet keep, and 20 he .oes, & minimum
for his own sastenance, 3y the intensive cultivation of
the remaining land, he someti o8 pets almost as much as
the whole land ylelded by extensive omltivation.

There hag been much talk rbout displaced Arabs,
but 1t 18 not generally ¥mown how smell is these number,
A report drawn by Mr. Louis French in 1933 established the
fact that "over a period of twelve years there were only
664 dieplaced Arabs., The Government thereupon made pro-
vision for those displaced Arabs who wished to have land
to oultivate.”(11) This 1llustrates the faet that the
Jows have settled, for the major part, on land not culti-
vated by Arab fellaheen., £e% It is often argued that,

e ke m™
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out of 9,000,000 dunams of cultiveble land, the Jews own
by now 1,500,000 dunsms, What is however omitted is the
faot thut those 1,000,000 duntms whiah are now cultivable
land wore for the major part not se when they were bought.

lHas the transfer of land lowered the standard of
living of the fellah? A comparative study of the peasant
population in 1919 and in 1939 for inetance shows that on
the contrary the standard of living of the Arsb fellah has
heen ralged. UHe haeg been often emaneipeted from the rule
of the effendi, the hygienie conditions of his life are
noticeably improving, and hia family has greatly increased,
Indeed, the impression that Jewish colonisation has harmed
the Arab citizen comes to a large extent from the faet
that oonsequences deriving from indestrialisation and im-
provement of the meane of production has been confused
with consequences of the National Home. If they were
occanioned by the national home policy, those consequences
wore nona the lesa unavoidable.

The truth is that the position of the fellah is
not endaangered bj Jewinh ocolonisation, 1f 3¢ i8 not bet=
tered. The olaim of econonie loss that has been mut
forward in the Arsb defence 18 not Justified, What re-
prins valid i the natural right of the Apabe acquired by
centuries of inhabitation. This right is the only one te
remain incontestable, But the Arsbs will not get a hear-
ing before the world if they persist in disregarding all
other righte than theira. The Arabs have a case, it 18
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tawe, but there are certain basic rights of the Jews that,
if the Arabe are humane, understanding, law-abiding people
they are bound to tuke into congiderstion,

An interesting point has been put forward by a

Jurist(i) The Areabe have rights souuired by the faot of
thelr inhabitation, he says, The Jews have kietorical
rights. How is International Law to mot? In the cnse of
confliot between two legal prineiples, :atigfaotion 1‘0
given to the one whioh, when enforeed, will promote publie
order. The sclution of the Jewish problem is a necesgity
for the public order. That solution is impoesible outside
the f{rame of a Jewish National Home in Palestine. ' There-
fore the Jewish rights must prevail, There would of gourse
remfain to demonstrate that the Arab problem if anso lved ,
would not csuse public disorder, which ocannot be proved

or disproved sinee it is u gquestion of future probabilities.
However, the argument remains a very interesting one.

4 fundsmental point which has to be borne in
nind while studying the Judeo-ipab Pprovlem in Palestine is
that the 1ssue 1 not one between the Jewish amd the Arab
pupilation of Palestine; [t i@ one between the Jewish and
the Arsb peoplee &s a whole. Both peoples had national
aspirat ione before the world war (1914)., The Arad people
oame out of the war with a kingdom of HedjJaz, a partially
independent kingdom of I[raq, a kingdom of Transjordan (not
(1) Cohen, "The Jewish problem before international law.



yet independent) and two countries under mandate (dyria
ani Lebanon), to be completely emancipated after a certaln
number of years., That ias not what the aArab people wanted,
The Arab people wanied complete &nd ilumediate independence
for all the Arab ceountries., But nobody e¢an satisfy all
his wishes in this world. iihat did the Jewish people get?
The mandate, (Hote that whereas the mandate is considered
as a derisive aol fevement when the Arab covntries are oon-
parned, it becomes a suceess when LZionist pims are dealt
fwith).

The Arabs of Palest ine must be happy to lnow that
the major part of the Arab countries is independent. While
thoy live under speclial conditiona, many of thelr brothers
are their own masters. Ihis reasoning should not have the
effect of poisoning judeo-arab relationshipe, but on the
gontrary, it shonld bring satisfaction to the airabs of
Palestine. Mor, this should not be forgotten, the Arabs
of Palest ine do not form a nation by themselves. They
are a seotion of the Arab nation, and Palestine is not for
in the same as it ie a Jewish national center,
them a ﬁlﬂ:m& untc?‘;,.m. faot, the Jewish national
genter. It is a Holy land, but not & national land, King
Husgein has hinvelf said that Palestine was not for the
Arabs what 1t wae for tho Jews., Mr. Antonius refers %o
an article of King Hussein from "Al Qibla”, exhorting the
Arebe to welcome the Jews as their brethern, The same
.ﬂ;pla rends later: "One of the most amasing things till
yecont times was that the Palestinian used to leave his



countyy, wandering over the high seas in every direction,
His native soil ocould not retain him, though his ancestors
had lived on it for over a thousand years, and, at the
same time, we saw the Jews from foreign countries streaming
to Palestine from Kussias, Germany, aAustria, Spain, America,.
The cause of gauses could not escuape those who had the
gift of & deeper insight; they knew that that country was
for ite original sons, for all thoeir differonces, a sacred
and beloved homaland, Bxperience has proved thelr capa-
eity to Bucceed in their emergies and their labours...
The return of these exiles to their homeland will prove
paterially and spirituslly and exporimental sohool for
their brethern (i.e. the Arabs) who are with them in the
fiells, factories, trades, and in all things oconneoted with
toil and labour." (1)

Apert from the difference that Palestine has,
in significance, for Arabs and Jews, the two cases them=
golves are not comparable. As asgerted by the Permanent
Mandates Commiseion in 1937, "It should also be remembered
that the collective sufferings of Arabs and Jews are not
compsrable, sinoe vast spaces in the Near-iast formerly
the abode of numerous populations, and the home of a bril
1ient eivilization, are open to the former, whereas the
world is inoreasingly being closed to settlement by the

latier. =y i)

{ ﬂ quoted in Documents relating to the Molahon letters P.6
i) Gourion. Oriticiem of statement of peliey Pal. post
liay B3, 1989.



For the Araba, Westorn Palestine represents less
than one per cent of the Arab territoriee of the Near Bast
For the Jews 1t is nlvf.u“u the Jews ere contemned to re-
main 2 ninority in Palestine, they will be deprived of all
indepondent national existence. The Arabs enjoy it in a
number of stajtes, The adoption of an Arab national policy
7411 mean for the Jews, in Mr. Churchill's words, "the
end of the vision, of the hope, of the drean” Whereas for
the Arnbs, the adeption of a ‘.ionist policy will mean that
there will be one state less where Arabs will be independent

The Arabs oan live anywhere in peace. The Jews
are not allowed to live in nost of the oivilieed countries,
As Prof. Vamler sald, if the Jews ns m ninority in Pales=-
tine wore engulfaed in an Arab federation, they would be
1ike the Czaeks in a Creater Goermany. But an Arab minority
in a Jewish ssate surrounded by Arab countries would be
a different position. In faet, how ecan the security of
an Arab minorlty in a Jewish state be doubted? An ele-
mentary sense of prudence will gulde the Jews to behave
lawfolly.

After nll, Palestine renaine for the Arabs "a
gnall noteh™ in the vast Arab territories, For the Jews,
it i9 & vital concern, And when I say vital, I mean it is
either Palestine, or the permanence of & painful Jewish
problem.

Is no agreemont then posseible? The Arsb leaders
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are now vidlently opposed to Zioniem. Were thoy always
go? No, In 1918 the situation was absolutely different.
If the Apab leaders then were more undorstending, it is
not becanuse Arab nationalism was not yet born, It 18 be-
gause thoy saw the problem in its true light, as a question
between the Arab and the Jewish nutions, not as a politiecal
rivalry botween Arabs and Jews in Palestine, as many oon-
teuporary statesmen seo 1i%.

The Arasbe recognised the Jewish nat ional aspira=-
tione at the Peace Conference. On February 1919, the
Arab omse was laid before the Council of Five by the Enir
Fayoal #s the head of a Hedjaz delegation..,In the official
note of the meeting the lmir 1s reported to have referred
to Palestine ms follows: "Palestine, for its universal
gharacter he left on one side for the mutual consideration
of all parties interested. With this exception, he asked
for the independence of the Arabic areas enumerated in this
memorandua. (1) |

The Arsbs have always protested against the
quoting of this and other passages from Paysal's speeches,
arguing thut Peysal was not the authorised mouthplece of
the Arsbe at the Conference. Here is what the Royal Com=
mnigsion suye about it: "The Emir Feysal, ... was not, it
is true, directly representing the Arsbs of Palestine;
bat the Arabs, ae has just been pointed out, regarded

(1) D.EMlller, Ky dlary at the Pemce Uouf. Vel. 4 p.326
Jith !ﬂ ?; , wm Nos Sawen cons »




Syria as one coantry, and in Syria the Emir's leaderahip
had been aecepted. If his hopes, indeed, had been ful-
filled, the development of the situation in Palest ine might
have beon far more peaceful than it has been.™ (1)

Faysal was not the only one te adopt a conciliatoy

attitude towards the Jews, The Syrian delegation at the
peace Conference displayed the same feelings. When ad-
mitted before the Supreme Couneil, in Pebruary, 1919, the
Syrimn delegation, headed by Chekri Ghanem, adopted the
following resolution: "Palestine is ineontestably the
Southern portion of our country. The Zionists olaim it.
We have suffered too much from sufferings resembling
theire, not to throw opsn -n. to them the doors of
Palest ine. All those smong them who are oppressed in
gertain retrograde countries are welecome. Iet them settle
in Palestine, but in an aatonomous Palestine, connected
with Syria by the sole bond of federation. Will not a
Paleatine enjoying wide internal autonomy be for them a -
pufficient guarantee ?

"If they form the majority there, they will be
the ralers, If they are in the minority, they will be ﬂp-“
recented in the Government in propertion to their numbers,."

Thue, a definitely pro-Zionist attitude was
displayed by the Arab delegates to the Peace Conference.,
The qmt signed between the Emir Peyeal and Dr; Weisman

(1) Peel P. 27
{11) Documents rolating to KaalMahen op.oit, p, 4



in 1919 illustrates this friendship very olearly. In con-
neation witﬁ this agreement, we wanld like to point out
that Peysal conoluded it "in his father's name"(1) The
agreemont did not oome into motion because the condition
put by Feysal, tbnt the Arab countries shonld be set free,
was not fulfilled. A nilee point of International JTaw
would be to enalyse the value of the dooument now that
finally Syria and Lebanon have been declared independent!
The faect that Lawrence was the intermediary bet-
waen the negotiators may add to the weight of the treaty.
The signifioance of the Feyenl-Weisman agreement ie great,
It Shows what was the Arabs' state of minds in 1918,
Feysal was not the representative of all the Arabs when
he signed the dooument, But he remained the Sherif's son.
His attitude, if not binding for the whole people, was
representative of the attitude of the Areb leading clasa.
The agreement remains the official proof that there ie
no fundamental irreconeilisbility between the Arad and the
Zionist casumes. In the light of the preceding documents,
it appesrs that the establishment of a Jewish majority in
Palostine could have been possible in 1918, Ared olaime
are recent and vartly the fruit of political eambition and
intrigues between the leading Arab families,. The fate
of the Palestiniasn Arabs is not as tragle as is stated by
contemporary leaders. It could be reasonably satisfactory
even in a Palestine where Jows would be the majority.

(i) Peel op.cit. p. 27
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Cooparation and compromise should be the motto of
pregent and fature Judeo-arab relationships. igonuse it
is only through it thet a solution of the Palestinian prob-
lom will be attained, for the Apals, end that a preliminary
atep to the solution of the Jowich problem will have been
tnken, as far as the Jews are concerned. Jews and Arabs
were not enemies in 1918. On the contrary, repeated state-
ments were made on both partas, about Semitie kinship, and
the numerous oultural and racial elements common to Jews
and Araba, I[f the sitantion has almoet rerched a dendlook
to-day, it 13 rartly becnuss of the policy of the Adminie-
tration, vartly as & rasult of the ocoult interference of
foreign powers.

There 18 no fundamental reason which could pre-
vent a Jadeo-Arnd "rapprochnent”™ Panaticism, ignorance
have often helped to develop nisundersiandings., It should
be the work of both Arabs and Jews to clear the atmosphers,
t0 be ready to make concessions in view of an aceceptable
solution to both. For, mnd this should not be fowgotten,
a durable settlement will be atimined in Palestine only
if it ie acceptable both to Arabe and Jews, A Jutlh
national Home established againet the will of the Arsb
population would mean armed yeace, end ohly temporary
peance. 3But equally inaccemtable to the Jews as & permanent
golut ion would be a permanently Arab Palestine state.



[t 18 not in our competense to supgest a possible sclution,
W#hat we omrn only do 18 to strees the neoerulty of coopera-
tion i‘ér both parties, and the posnibillity of rescling an
anderatanding. In order to rench that understanding, a
right outlook on the problem, that ia, the view that the
issue is one between the Jewieh end the Ar.b peoples, and

a eomperison of the lepnl end ethloml Justificstiorns of both

cases, are, however, indispenssble,

hay
o
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"Yhere i® hope for thy children”,
Jeremiah XXXI. 1Y

SHAPSNR NINE

Conoclusion.

We have in this essay atieupted to analyse the
Jewish problem und its solution through Zioniem,

Lookiug,au we were, for a solution of the present
problem, we have found necessary to make u viudy of the
quest ion through the ages, and of the solutlons attempted
up to now. We have pointed out, as the reader will rononhor/
the fact that the modern world, ne & whole, does not under-
gtand the Jews, nor the Jewish problem. iany of the oon-
temporary Jews thempelves have a very incomplete emd vague
notion of the question. That is dae partly to mationaliem,
which given the people pride in their Julalen regardless
of historieal facta; peartly to the fact thet some Jovwe 4
are interested in aveilding contact with Jewish bistory in
thelir attempt at ocompleote sesimilution, In the main,
this ignorance ie due to the earrent of superiieial ity
which is passing through our world, An individaal thinks
he Jmows enough sbout a guestion 1f he hus heard & %alk

 about 1%, snd, above all if he hes read & bood abeut it,
mtha widening of matters of iuterest, a consequent
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1088 has ovsurred in the depth of intelleetuul knowledge,
The ignorance of the Jowish problem is to a great sxtent
due to that lact.

AS far a8 the Gentiles are concerned, study of
the Jowish question 15 atill more Incomplete, and you
will ovan hear a sympathatio LDuropean deolare: We tolerate
‘the Jewe, That 18 pood snough, DTon't ask ua to go and
gtudy their private troubles!

e have attempted to characterise the wvarious
phases of Jewlish history and %o situate the Jewish guestion
in those pericde, The Jewish problem, we sxid, begins
with the end of the Jowish stage, and though there was nof
acite vroblem under the Romans, it wag alresdy notliced
that the Jows were an entity by themselves., It wase due to
the Chrietian Middle-Ages to make of the Jewieh problem &
pubiect of inportant persscutions, and therefore of prinary
goneceyn, [n its attempt at preventing normnal relationshipe
between Christiane and Jews, the Church mede of Jewish
medieval life an utterly mirerable and abnormal 1life,
Segregation and persscutions up to the elghteenth and often
to the nineteenth ventury made of the Jow a diminlaked,
giok, and gqueer humen being, no much so that a mediewal
writer found the necosnity of asclmowledging that "to a
cartain extent,” the Jewa werae "humen beinge." The Jews
gome into Surope s & healthy, intelleotual, aetive indi-
vidual, We oame out of the meileval ages oompletely
distorted, The Centilas, on the other hand, ceme out of
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the medieval ages with a deep netred of the Jews.

anti-Jewish hatred, aiter having made its en=
trange inte the world ander a religious golor, @oon proved
that 1% could be adapced Lo changed eircunstangss, it
took an ecunomie color, or & nationnlistic one, or A racist
gune neeording to the urge of the nomant, Une faot i8
gertain, The prejudise did not die. The liddle anes
asoumed a great reasponsibllity. Phay endowed the world
wish & living jrejudice which, were it not for Sheir
intervontim:, gould have not been borm. The prejudice 1is
fo-day more allive than @Var.

The Jows were em@neipated soon wfter the ¥rench
Revolution., They thought that the enc of ghetio 1ife meant
the ond of Jewlsh gulferings. rfor & certein time, their
nops was nod disappointaed, But shat period proved in-
aredibly short. The Jews attempted to mssinilate, bat
they soon reslisec that the price of Liberty gsurned up %o
be subnission. Zhey hrd %o choose between ostraeisn and
exténction., Only & few ohose extinotion., And even for
those, as lieine put it, the *ant rance~tiacket to Burpe”,

[ mean the beptismal ticket, turned to be forged, As soon
an mything wont wrong, peopie {medistely remerbered that
one or two genoratliond ago, Xevener wWas Ooken, &nd that
ne muet be the spuroce of the economioc depression, OoF the
poutioal upheaval, whatever the onwse may be, This ten-
denoy proved 80 gbrong thet Jews who omigrated, and who
m“l to get shsorbed in the grester community, were



converted first into Protvestants, and then into Oatholles,
If somebody ssked them what they wore before, they ocould
provaly say: Protestant.

Complete absorption is not to be oconsidered for
geveral reasens, the first of which is that the Jews have
the right and the will to live as Jews, They think that
Judenism is as good as any other religion, and that besides,

it hme still a contridution %o make to them, klementary
dlgnity, as well as %the belief in the inherent value of
Judaism nake them want to live and die as Jews, The other
penson why absorpilon 18 impossible is that tle consent of
the Gentile world is reguired, and thet consent is refused
in nine cuses out of ten.

On the other hand, the half-measure of assini~
1ation has proved & f£a4 lure., Ohrietiens were not ready %0
admit wholeheartedly the Jew in the ir vommunity even if
he spoke thelr langumge, read their bookse, and forgot his
Judalen whon outside the Symagogue. The palf-me asure of
aseinilation proved to the world something more, nemely, thé

she Jew could not forget hie Jewish nat ional alleglanoce,

aven if he decided to. The failure of Liberal Judaism has

olenrly demonstrated that Judalesm, when atripped of ite

nat ional character, ped no chance to live, I do not mean

by that that Jowlsh nationalimn is the most important part

of Judaisn. Vbat I mean 1s thet the religious Jowish

gu.ogimu eannot survive when served from the national one,
{n the samo wey &8 Jowish nationalisn osniot have any
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genpe if cuonceived with disregard of Jewish rolinion, They
are both integral part of Judsism mud only & solution
which will nake pos:ible 4he iy olose union will proviue
the means oL Burvivel f the Jowlsh people.

rionism L8 that wolution, [t provides a Tegene=
rution 0f amcomplete and baluiesd Jewish life iun the Holy
Land. In conneotion with tnat, lot us8 romerber that
Perritorialian is Inadeyuaie, sincd 1t digregerds histo-
rioal and religlous tles inherant to the inner eonception
of Judsism. (on the othnr kand, aiven that no White Men's
1and i by now avallable, tFe guestion romains purely
pondenie).

[n so far as it has atlenpl ad to recreate a
puraly Jawilsh 11fe in Palaestlne, “ionian heuo fally sucoeoded .
"¢ is not posulble To ses <lg Nutional Yone and not 10
wish it well" suid the Peel Compisuion., ‘Inls chows how
gonvineing the enthuglasn and efforis nf the Jews Lo reo-
build whe Land of [Briel oun be, On the other hend, in a8
fur as Llonism alas ab pmvmi'ng gholter, eeocurity, and
gpiritaal gsatiefaction to the Jews now homaless and pere
gacuted in Lurope, nioniz: ip not the frult of politioal
anbitions, it is the censequencs of elementary bumanitariae
yign. The task will not be oasy. ®he recrantion of &
civilisation has never bean eany, But the Jowe have shown
that they ware apt to bear henvy responsibilities, and
tholr ability at building the Mational Home makes no
doubt. Further, ve nave @sen by a study of the economioc

T
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and politicsl conditione in Faloetine, that the poseibility
of realising san aceeptable compromise was not to be prec=-
luged. One often hesrs that kindness and humanitarianism
have nothing te do with politive. However, the legal
echarncter of internationsl relations can hardly be said

to deoprive them of thelr moral ot sractar which lay st the
basis 02 socinl life. A6 Profeseor Bordetzky saye: "In
the naking of poncs there will be mueh %o give and nuoh

to take. Ho nation in the world will remain as it was:

all naoples will hkave to contribate towards nne anot har'se
happineas and safety. The Arnba nsy hnve nany olaims after
the war. The victorious United NFations nay have muoh to
give to the Apnbs; but the Jews ofn also give muech to the
Apnbs. The Arsbs nust therafore cooparats io make the
peace, and glve a 1ittle in order Lo mnake it mooure, no
nore than the aceeptance of that which humanity Joined

40 pive in the Balfour Daglaration. (1)

Thatevar the_ Awabs have gained in the first
world war, what thay will gain in this will beo due to the
aotion of the Western demooradies, Let ihe denoeraties
once for all proelaim the Justice of the Jowish osuse,
After the very assertions of Britiasb prominent statesmen,
after the opinion of the Perumnont Mandasos Commission
{tself, the Jewish case for Palestine 1s far gtronger
than the Arnb camse. What vonains unfortunntely olear is

that, whatever the justise of a cause, ours romaing a

(1) Goodman op.oit. p. 271
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a world of power-politiocs., If the aspirations of the
Jewish peoples are not realised, the reader will, [ think,
sgree thet thie will not be due to lhe woakness of the
eause, but to the interplay of strong poulitl igal forces
whieh hinder 1ts realisation. Ihese political forces
pave up 0 now henpered the attempls nade in view of
international uncerstancing, and have requirea the
gaorifice of cersain interests in view of a higher al:,
an aim whioh is the truer rule of International Law, and
justige, whatever nay be the interests involved,

?he Jewish problem is very difficult to solve,
But will humenity leave it unsolved becsase of that? All
the problems which will have to be solved after the war
will be difficult. The solution of the Jewish problem,
is morecver, at least as fundamental S0 peance as any other,
The trouble is that some people doubt the efficieney of
Gionism as the real solution vf the Jewish preblem, Thouse
fears are only elightly juctified. A® we have seen, the
Jowish problem is a national problem and therefore requiread
a national solution. It is the status of a homeless
minority whieh is at the root of all Jewish troubles., It
is therefore the restoration of the National Home whioh
will be the closest toward a wolution.

There will be, no doubt, some Jows in the post-
war world who will be ready to risk once again the experi-
- ment of complete mbsorption. If that attenpt ever Succesds
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1t will provide only an individual ispue to the problenm,
But given that the Jewioh problem is coneerned with the
Jewe, as a whole, and not with any part of them, this will
not affect tho existence of the problem.

Ye have sean how tho realisation of the National
Home would provide an mdequate solution for at least two
million homeless Jewse, That is not all. Zioniam looks
towerds the rodemption of all the Jewlsh people, and has
tharefore & cignificant contribution to make to the great
ma jority who will remain outside the National Home, It
will etrengthen the Jewish feelinge of all the Jews of
the diaspora. And, strange ss this nayeeem, an affirma-
tion of thelr Jewishness will nake the ¢ iaspora Jews more
deserving of the world reupeat, There ia no duality,
"Weak-ninded and nervous neople feared that Zionism which
recognizen the Jows as nationality will allow the anti-
Semites te reproach us triumphently as having no nnﬁin
land ," wrote Sokolove in 1919, ¥Nervous people to-day are
afraid of the contrary. Anti-semitism d1d not wait for
Zionien to make i%8 entrance in the world. If there is
s posaibility of the intensification of anti-semitiam
throush the reslliatlon of Zionist alus, there 18 an well
the possibility that enti-semitiem will be much weakened,
After all, the Jewish problem hme had so much to do with
peyoholoplieal impulses, that ratlonal previeion o‘""io
made as %o its fature through Lioniem. Whet we say is that
Sioniem hns & ohance, Zionists, ae all Jews, are optimists
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They are not the only ones. Lord Balfour said, in con=-
neotion with the situation of the Jews outeide Palest ine:
"I oannot share thess fears...Prejudice, where it exists,
is not due to Zionism, nor will ZLioniam embitter 1t, The
tendenoy ashould be the other way. Everythine whick assi-
milates the national snd internationsl statue of the Jawe
to that of other races cught to mitigate what remains of
ancient antipathlies Iand evidently, this assimiletion
would be rromoted by giving them that which all other
natione noasess: a loeal habitation and a national home,™(4)
Among the fiionisto, 1at us guote Professor
Bpodeteky who says: "T'ie United natione are fighting for
freedom, and this eannot mean that human life should tend
towarde a civilization In which every individusl is forced
to live in the country of hia race or nationality, or
otherwise he will be foreign ané unhappy. In any case,
it g foolish %o introduce ideas which are inconsistent
with the metual conditions of 1ife, and the reason why
Jown have to sgk for equal ity everywhere and for the Jewish
Commonwealth simultaneonsly, ie not because the Jews have
chosen to pat forward views whieh are inconsistent, but
bacnnne Jews have ehosen to put forward by history in a
specially A1fficult eituation....It ia short-sighted to
goe only the millione of Jews who are now under Hitler
tyranny, and %o refuse to look at the half of Jewry that
is 1iving in liberty; it is equally short-sighted to see
(1) in Sokolov op.eit. p. 58.

SRR



only the freedom of half of the Jowish poople and to
ignore She misery »nd hopelesenesns of the other half.
"Zhe Lest Lionist ie obviously he who alns at his own
settlencnt in Palestine. But he is ulso &« Lionisot whe
may be living quite happlly in any land, but deeires that
a Jewish national home,..shnll exist...There 1e no fan-
damental difference between such a Jew and an [rishman
who lives in lngland or in the U.3.A., and who wished to
geo a {ree .ire; or an Indian who lives in South Africa...
and deairce to see Indin free,"(1)

and further Prof, Orodetsky says: "We believe
that bunanity 1s going forward to greater and to finer
idenla. Paorhaps the struggle to-day will give us a world
with finer international snd humane principle in the
future....The aim of our people must be to become free,
and to take yart as a people in the human struggle, and
not to be merely victime of {lLose againet whom hunanity
has to fight for the safety of civiliszation, and of the
mistales and negloot'or thowe who are the chmapions of
elvilization,™ (11)

0f oourse internstlonal good will is indispen=-
sabla. Without 1t the solutisn of the Jewish problen
will never be attained. We have agreed that, as far as
the Judeo=irnh problam is concerned, any Palestinian
solutlion, in order to be durable, must recognise and

(1) Goodmen op.cit. p. 258
(it) Did. p. b6
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aochieve e balunce between the .emands of Apabs and the
fuol of the Jewish national home. 3ut there is a certain
ninimun whioh bas got to ve grantec to the Jewish ouuse,
given the unparralioled Situation of the Jewish people,

About the international consequences of Zionism,
we will only quove ite contribution to internutional
Becurity and penverful detilsmens; its contribution to
civilizetion ae & melting point bevween Hast and West;
its bRAp in promoting internationalisn through the medium
of patis{ied und fulfilled nationaliem, We will conelude
new by a quotation of Mr, Churchill:

 The Prime Minleter safd:

"1:3111‘.&1,7 in the cay of victory the Jew's
sufferings and hia part in the etruggle will not be
forgotten. Once again, at the appointed tine, he will
g8¢ vindiented those pringiples of righteovsness which
it was the glory of his fathers to proelaim to the world,
Once agsain 1% will be shown that though the nills of
God grind slowly, yet they gring excoeding small,™(1)

(1) Goodman op.cit. 123, ( taut)



