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ASSTRACT

The Jewish State, the climax of Herzl's solution to
the Jewish vroblem, was the outcome of the influence of var-
jous soclo=politlical factors on Herzl's thinklng and outlool.
Counvletely unaware of the nature of the Jewlsh problem, and
ignorant of the numercus attempts to solve it, Herzl started
off in life as an almost periectly assinllated Jew, who look=-
ed at the Jewish question as a disinterested partye.

The development of hls 1ldea ol the Jewlsh State as the
only adequate and p;rmanent solutlion to the Jewlsh problem,
was a process of maturation, as it gradually, by experlence
and personal contact, dawned upon hlm that for certain reasons
peopnle were not very favourably dlsposed towards those of the
Joewlsh falth; that people expressed thelr indisposiltlon both
overtly and covertly; that thelr indisposlitlon was partly due
to the physilcal, cultural, and relliglous peculiarities of the
Jews and partly due to the economlc status held by the Jews,
who were consldered alien intruders, & sltuatlion accentusted
by thelr great numbers; that this European disllke for these
peculiarities of Jewigh culture and religlon were deep reoted
.in, and stemmed frém, the attitude of the Christian church

of Inquisition days and earlier, concerning morals,acceptable
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means of livelihood, and alleglance to different spiritual
authorities; that no matter where the Jews reslded, the var-
ious European pecples had siullar complalnis and attltudes
towards them=-they Irowned upon comaon Jewlsh traits, and per-
secuted Jews for common reasons. So much so that 1n one Jew
Herzl saw the whole of Jewry condemneds "A uort les Juifs,"
was the cry the mob raised as Dreyius wags degraded. Hence

his conviction and realisation oy the Jews to Dbe a 'people’
geparate and distinguished by thelr conzon cultural herltage
and religlon.

It nust ve borge in nind that these 1lluminating facts
dawned upon a man who was not himself, at first, part of thle
'peorle' he discovered, or rather did not feel part of 1t,
that 1t'was only gradually, as he saw the problenm unfold it-
self, and as he expounded his religious, soclal, and polltl-
ecal solutions respectlively, that he emerged through his res=-
pective religious, soclal, and tolitical solutions as a Jew=-
ish ntionelist and advocabed a Jewish State.

To be sure, Theodor Herzl was not the only one and cer-
tainly not the first one to belleve in and advocate the re-
storation of Israel as an independent political entity as the
solution to the Jewish problems. A list of others would be
very long and would perhaps be headed by the names of men

cuch as Menasseh Ben-Israel, Sir loses Montelfiorl, and Leo




FPinsker. Herzl, however, difiered irom these and others wlth
respect to hls achievement. He not only belleved, but he act-
ed aﬁd succeeded in galning international recognltlon for the
political status ol the Jewlsh problem and the politlical sol-
ution that he advocated for 1t, involving the major European
powers in the process. And 1t was preclsely because of hils
activities for the cause of the Jewish State that his thought
process did not stop; he becanme more emotlonally and person-
ally involved, doubts and d%ermlnation alternatively overtook
him, and gave rise to an inner strugsle within hlm, %o qual-
ify and modify his thoughts and his coneclusions.

It is this inner strugsle for and agalnst the Jewish
State, againet a background of nineteenth century Europe, as
the external varlable, that will form the substance of this
paper, entitled, "The Development of Herzl's Idea of the

Jewish State.®
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CHAPTER 1

S0C POLITICAL, ALD PAREITA

SETTING OF HERZL'S CHILDHOOD

Theodor Herzl was born on the second day oi May, 1800,
in Pest,l(Budapest). The city as the capital ol Hungary, had
already experienced the lfervour of a growlmng Magyar nation=-
alism, followed by the irustratlon of that sane nationallem
under Austro-Russian force, Iinally to experience the triumph
of the Hungarians in Ausgllech. Thls was the famous Austro-
Hungarlen agreement according to which Hungary was to enjoy
the broadest measure of autonomy within the Iramework of an
Austro-Hungarian unlon.

Alongside this political development, was the no less
signiflicant 1lncrease in the Jewlsh population in the cltles
of Buda and Pest, which were later Joined into Budapest. This
fact welghed heavily in the intermittent attempts at rap=-
prochenent between the liberal Hagyers end the Jews. In the
years between 1850 apd 1873, the population of Budapest rose
from 176,000 to 300 000, of which the Jews numbered in 1873,

' latex éain, dore Herzl: A B;ggsgg?xlprang; Heurice
Samuel (London: East and West Library, > Do Fs



48,306 (16.3%) of the total populations>

Most of these Jews vere German speaking and German
oriented, and came irom the ranks of the Jewleh liberal rel-
igious reform school which advocated and encouraged adapta=-
tion to the surrounding world. The substantial number of
Jews and thelr assimilationist tendenciles more perhaps than
humanitarian conslderations, motivated Franz Deak, the
leader of the Liberal Party in Hungery and the Hungarian
Relchstag, to complete Jewlegh emancipatlon and to assoclate
the Jews with the Nagyar movement and prog;ra.m.3

Herzl's parental background ls known as fact and not
nerely as légend as far back as Leopold Herzl, hls great-
grandfather. Herzl's forefathers had migrated into the town
of Semlin from Belérade, when the latter pascsed from Aus-
trisn to Turkish rule. For this aet of "failthfulness", as
the Austrians interpreted it, the Herzls and the other Jews
who had also migrated, were granted the righte of residence
for the remainder of their lives. This grant was later ex-
tended to theilr descendants. Two of the three sons of Leopold
Herzl were completely assinilated, but the third, Simon Loeb

2mia.
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Herzl, remalned a devout and orthodox Jew, observing all the
Jewlsh feasts and customs. His son, Jacob Herzl, Theodor's
father, grew under the influence of Simon into the hablt of
being a Jew, though with no particular enthuslasm or zeale
Financlally he was well off, and after leaving Semlln, had
established himself in Pest, where he became the director of
the Hungaerian Bank. Jacob Herzl left his bank post to launch
upon the timber buslness on a large scale, only to see hils
bueinese ruined during the 1873 depression. Hls own persis=-
tence, together with the help and encowragement of his wife,
Jeanette Diamant, put him once agaln in the saddle. Theodor's
mother was, culturally, a German. German oriented in every -
possible way, and & great admirer of German literature, she
was, unlike her husband, possessed with a misslonary zeal to
impart her Germen cultural herltage to her som. The Jewlsh
world, although not alien to her, dld not find expression
through her.4
In short, Herzl was born into & family that profeassed
and observed the Jewlsh faith, that 1s, whose rellglon was
Jewish, but who belonging to a line of assimilated Jews, were

not inelined to Jewilsh natlonalisme

“rpads, ppe 47
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CHAPTER II

CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL EXFERIENCES

Theodor Herzl's childhood was & happy one. Both of his
parents showed extréme love and affection to the boy, who
graduslly developed a great attachment to them. This attach-
ment was to play a role 1n the {ree and unhanpered develop-
ment of hls ldeas.

At about the age of five, Theodor began to study under
a private tutore. A year later he enrolled 1n a Jewish commune
1ty school in Pest, called "Pester Israelitlsche Normalhaupt-
gchule." But because he showed &n 1ntere@t in the sclences,
and because hls parents wanted to encourage his inclinations,
Theodor wae sent, in 1870, to the Technical School of FPest,
where he stayed for five years. During this time the situa-
tion in general had become lnereasingly Aifficult to tolerate
as a result oi the growing spirlt of anti-Senitlen, and Theo-
dor left the school, agaln to study under vrivate tutors.
After one year of Greok and Latin, he enrolled 1n 1876, in
the MEvangellcal High School." Two years later, in 1878, his
father and slster died; 1in that same year he graduated fron

the Evangelical School and emrolled in the Law Faculty of
1



Vienna,

- In this long period between hils first Jewlsh community
school and his enrollment in the Law Faculty ln Vienna, oc-
cured a number of incldents, whlch we can precsume shaped his
mental framework, and at least affected hls emotlonal dlsrpos=-
1tion towards the Jewish questlon.

one of these was the 'Bar Mitzvah' (Confirmation Cere-
mony) wherein Theodor was called up to the Toraeh to read the
portlon for which he had been prepared. The ceremony was con=
ducted as solemnly as possible. Hls parents had invited all
their friends and relatives. For the flrst time Theodor was
standing before a large audlence, as thé éenter of attraction
in a religious ceremony to mark his own entry into the Jewlegh
fold.6 This occaslon must have aroused even in thls young boy,
his sense of Jewlshness, and very probably a sense of pride
in being Jewlsh.

In conseguence of the 1867 emancipatlon act, the Jewish
inflow into Hungary increased to such an extent that it gave
to resentment on the part of the Hagyaer population. This splire-
1t of antagonism and resentment penetrated the walls of the
schools, and created a similarly unhealthy atmosphere there.

Thie, of course, subjected Theodor, like every other Jewlsh

Ibide, De 15

SIbid., p. 10-15.



boy, to discrimination and injustive. At the helght ol thils
tension, Herzl's marks chowed a sudden turn for the worsee.
The developmen£ of radical legyer ntionallsm, with antl-Sen-
1tism as one of 1ts by=-products wiose inpact Herzl felt at
school, made him lose all interest in school., What came to
replace 1t was an inereasing preoccupation with literature,
especlally Germen llterature. Theodor dlssoclated himsell
from Hagyarisation ounly to associate with German accultur-
ation. The siltuatlion in the school grew woree so that he
folt obliged to leave it in 1875.7

About this period. Alkalal, that early Zionist who ad-
vocated the return of the Jews to thelr 'original'homeland,
passed tirough Buda-Pest on his way to Palestine. lo doubt
this man must have aroused curiosity and much talk, partic-
ularly in Theodor's surroundlngs, a8 his parents had come
from Seulin, the %ery towvn of Alkalai.8

These were the major evenis in Theodor's chilldhood. They
show that Herzl was under pressure from more'than one direc-
tion. There were nls own childhood dreams and interests in
acienéific achievementg?which,were ipustrated in the Technlcal
School of Péat. Als9, as & result of his unpleasant confront-

ation with Magyar resentment of his Jewlshness, he tore him-

| am.l Po. 5 .P‘- 15,
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self away irom Hegyerlsatlon, a wave which had caught the
Budapeslt Jewse Dissociated lrom a larger entity, there faced
hin two directlons, Judaism, and German culture. The only
gtaunch advocate of Judalsn was his grandfather, whiose influ-
ence wag not very effectlve as he lived far irom Theodor's
home, and only vislted once a jyealr. Hie father, Jacob Hefal,
although hinself a devout orthodox Jew, lacked the zeal for
imparting hils heritaqe to his son, except by way of having
the Jewlsh religlous Ieasts observed in the home. His mother,
on the other hend, an admirer of German culture and liter-
ature, and virtually a Germnan, did most to influence Theodor
in the direction of German litenfaure.

Thus Theodor, whose language was already Germen, as most
Budapest Jews were German gpeaking, studled German literature,
and was so absorbed in it that he found no time for elther
sclence or Jewish questions. When, therefore, Theodor enrol==
1ad in the Law Facully of Vienna, after the death of his
father and slster, circumstances had made a German out of him,

and had detached him conpletely ifrom Judalsm.




CHAPTER III
EARLY REFLECTIOLS

Between the time when he entered the Law Faculty in
Vienna, in 1878, and the tlme when nls thoughts on the Jew=-
igh question climaxed in hls ldea of a Jewlsgh state, Theodor
Herzl passed through ﬁarious stages in his thought Process.
The earllier stages weré nore in the nature of 1lnstantansous
responses to certain conditions, or of maniiestatlons of
youthful anger and irritation at human injustice, than of mat-
ure and positive attliudes.

Herzl's entrance into the Law Faculty ol Vienna , intro=-
duced hlm té wider and more heterogeneous circles, and brought
him into direct and personal contactl with anti-Senlitism. His
first encounters with anti-Semltlem were in the unlversity
student societles and fraternitics. They were very uihapdy
experiences, "At £irst the Jewlsh Questlon grieved me bPitter-
1y.:9 He rougﬁt then on grounds of humenitarisnlsm, Justice,
and equality. At first he refused to accept and edmit the ex-

1stence of such a thlng-as anti-Semitism, and considered the

;H""gmhe gggpletehggar;%é of ggﬁgdgr Herzl, ed. Raphael
Patael, trans. Harry Zo Tiew Yorks Herzl Fress and Thomas

Youseloff, 1960), I, 4.
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bhenomenon to be the result of human injustice, His fallures
to change matters pushed him to seek refuge in Christianity,
and 1n more perfeot asslmilatlion. Perhaps hls love for his
rarents and his respect for hie father constrained him from
Tulfliliing this desire. Later on, however, he made mention
or rather verbal amende to this partilicular point of baptisms
There night have been a tlme when I would have

liked to get away .ron it-into the Christian fold,

anywhere. But in any case, these were only vague

desires vorn of youthf'ul weakness. For I can say

to mysell with the honesty inherent in this di-

ary-which would De conmpletely worthless if I play-

ed the hypocrlte with myself- that I never ser-

lously thought of becomlng baptised or changing

ny name. This latter point is even attested to by

an incident. When as a green young writer I took

a nmanuscrlpt to the Vienna Deutsche Wochenschrift,

Dr. Friedjung advlised me to adopt a pen-name less

Jewlsh than my own. I {latly refused, saying that

I wanted to continue to bear the name of my father

and I offered to withdraw my manuscript...."0

It 1s, however, significant that he confeésed that he

had given the ldea oi baptlism some thought; 1t expressed hils
desire to rumn away, escape into an entity and disappear. In
other words, tirow off his dilstinguishing mark of Jewishness,
It must be remembered that Theodor was never really a Jew by
faith; "I am a freethinker, and our principd® will be: Let
everyoné geek salvation 1in hle own way,:ll was the reply he

gave much later in answer to questlons Erought up about

11




relizlon in the Jew 1sh state provosed by Herzl. The state-
ment, however, can be taken as a relerence to hils earlier
years as well.

Horeover he gradually began to realise that the Jews,
through centuries of ghetto llfe, had developed certailn
characteristics that were Irowned uvon; "In the ghetté ve
have taken on a number ol anti-goclal quélitiea. Qur char-
acter has been corrupted by oppreseslon and it nmust be res=-
tored through some other kind ol pressure, "2 that i: 1t
were possible to remove tiils curse of the éhetto, the Jew
would be rid of his peculiarities, since that would mean the
removal of the Jew-Gentile distinction. The most effectlve
way to achleve tlhls, according to Theodor, was intermarriage,
which would bring about the gradual end conplete dlsappear-
ance of the Jews in the surrcunding world, and hence the
dlsappearance of the Jewish problem. Blen writes 1n his
blographys:

It wae hils convictlon, according to the notes

dating from thaet period, that only intermarriage
could lead 'to the improvement of the Tigurative
and literal raclal profile' and thus lead to a
satisfectory solution. 'The crossing of the west-
ern with the oriental races on the basls of a

common state rellglon, that is the great solution
to be desired.'"l>

.

12:b1§0l De 9. 13'518!1, ME., po 35;
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Soon after these observatlons, however, =zbout the year
1881 or 1882, Theodor read the newly published book by Duhr-
ing (Eugene Karl), the German philosophery; entitled "The Jew=-
ish Question as a Question of the Raclal Damage for the Exia-

tence, Morals, and Culture of the lations."™ The book, pub-

lished in 1881, preached a raciel fight against the Jews.l4

Bien summarises Duliring's thesis as follows:

Those peoprle wiilch out of a Talse sentiment of
humanity had permitted the Jews to live anong them,
with equal and sometimes even superilor rights, had
to be liberated from the harmful intruder, had to
be de-Judeised."l>

This book's impression on Herzl was so great that 1t
shock him, disiiluaioned him, astounded him to such an extent
that those lupresslions were never to leave him. Hle own words
from his dlary best express hls feelings and reactlons.

When did I actually begln to concern myself with
the Jewlsh Questlon? Probably ever since 1t arose;
certainly .rom the time that I read Duhring's book.
In one of my old notebooks, now packed away.somewhere
in Vienna, are my iirst observations on Duhring's
book and on the question. At that time I still had
no Newepaper as an outlet for my writlings-it was I
believe in 1881 or 1882; but I know that even today
I repeate gay some of the things that I wrote
down then." wl6

=

142ha Complete Diggieg of Tneodor ﬂerzl, ODe cit., V, 1704.

15Bien, op. glt., Pe 36,

zps Complete piar&gp of Theodor Herzl, op. cite., I, 4.
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This 1s an inportant confession, but we nust reallse that
it is a reminiscence, writiten in retrogpect, with the adval=-
tage of bpeing in & coupletely diiverent situation, and fron
the vantage point ol later experlieliccs. When Herzl says "...
cortai.ly fron the time that I reed DURring's booKe..." we
must not take 1t to mean that Duhring made a Jewlsh national-
18t out of Herzl; for as we shall soon see Iron his own accounts
a long time alfter his reading of puhring, he was still Ilirt-
ing with his historigal and sociologleel conceptlions of and
solutions to the Jewish iroblem. I do not mean to dlgnliss Her-
zl's ow n confescion ol Duhring's efiect on him. Indeed, 1t
was a landmari: in the aevelopmeht of Herzl's 1ldea of the Jeu=-
ish State. In the Iirst place, it shook the heavily founded
and deep rooted asglmilationist in Herzl., In the second place,
it took Herzl a step Lorward in ithe development of lile ldea.
Until nis reading of Duhring, Herzl had considered the Jewlsh
problew as the separate troblen of eaci: individual Jew, be-
cause oi personal end individual pecullaritles. Horeoever,
the fault wae the ilndividusl Jew's Tor not riddlng nimeelf
of the'anti-goclal' features in ﬁim, to be acceptable in soc=
lety. buhrlng's boék changed his mental {ramework end his out=-

look on the pfobleﬁ. It becaume clear to him that the problem

could not be solved individually, that the pecullaritles were
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hot just individual, but ethnle pecullarities, and hence 1iis
solution lay in a mass change and purificatlon of Jewish
traits. He, moreover, becane aware that there was a CGentlle
ovrosition to Jewish infiltration into thelr ranks; thal as
long as Jews vere Jews, antl-Semitlen would continue to exist
and, indeed, grow. He was too much of an assinllated Jew to
have at thip point reached climactic conclusions. He was still
the historian, the soclologlst, the umpire between Jew and
Gentile, but with difrferent conceptlons ol the Jews and the
Gentiles, as well as & desper insight into thelr relation-

Ehip..




CHAFTER IV

THE JEWISH QUESTION

The next stage in the develoiment of Herzl's ldeas was
a turbulent one; one of internal strugsles; one of a tug of
war between his awaskening to the realitieeg of the situatlon
on the one hand, and the forces of his assimilated upbring-
ing on the other. The lormer Iorces had by now become strong
enough to shalke the latter. He ylelded, but not enoughe. Amid
the continuous pressure oi events prushing him deeper and deep=-
er into the heart of the matter, Herzl had begun to see the
existence o. a Jewleh problem, but as yet omly as a soclal
problem. At first before his convlictlons had become Iirmly
grounded, there were tlmes when he trled to avold 1t and even
make fun ol 1t.
The Jewish Question naturally lurked for me around
every turn and cornery I sighed over 1t and made fun
of 1t3 I lelt umhappy, but still 1t never really to-
ok hold of MCeses™
But there was néthing he could do about it, the problem

was there and his concern, despite the fact that it was with

mueh reserve, had involved him and pulled him into the cur=

.

rent.
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In later years he was to confess that he had felt tils
Process, as he later lmnserted in his dlary: "™laturally each
passing year brought a change in my thinlking, sometvhing I
wag conscloucly aware of. nld

Tais irocesse took aﬂw;grn turn vhen in 1890, Theodor
Herzl was sent to Faris as the correspondent o. the leue
Frele Iresse. In parls, Herzl faced a conpletely no.el sit-
uatlon. There he wag able to observe the politlical shenouena
on a larger scale. Parls offered him an immense oppoftunity
for practlcal educatlon, Tfor a desper lnsight into socilal
psychology: mob reaction, mass hysterlia , and the like. In
Farls, azalin, Herzl lelt Ircer ithan he had Tell in Austria,
or in Germany. There, he was an observer, not a varticipant,
he could pase through the crowd unrecognised and unnotilced,
there were no embarrassing occaslons on account of hils Jew-
lshmess, an inportant consegueunce of whlch was lhils elevated
sense of dlsinterestedness with regards anti-Semitism, wiilch
in Tact reached a peak in the very early stages of his resi-
dence in Paris.

In Paris I was in the mldst of politlcs-at least

as an observer. I suw how the world is run. I also
stood amazed at the phenomenon of the crowd=Ior a
long time without couprehending it. Here too, I

reached a higher, more disinterested view of anti-
Semitiem, {ron wilch at least I did not have teo

-
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suffer direectly. In Austria or in German¥ I nust
constantly lear that someone will shout 'hep, hep!!

_after me. But here I pass through the crewd unrece.
ognised."19

In Paris; then; I galined a freer attlitude toward
anti-Senitism which I now began to understand hist-
orically and make allowances Iol's
This sudden ewmotional freedom, this sudden feeling of
relief, coupled with the fantasm of Faris and Parislan soc-
iety, which at Tirst completely distracted Herzl, brought
about a mental readjustment in Herzl. He was in a difler-
ent environment, hence he reacted diiferently. In those ear=
ly years in Paris, he concluded thal 1t was useless to Tight
against anti-Semitism, and that the problem, being an effect
of history, history (time) alone could solve 1t, when the
cause of the symptom was no more there.
Above all, I recognised the emptiness and futil-
ity of efforts to combat anti-Semitism. Declama-
tions nmade in writing or in closed cilrcles do no
good whatever; they even have a comical effect,
It is true that in additlion to careerists and sim-
pletons, there may be very stalwart people serving
on such, relief committees. These resemble the re-
lief committees formed after-and-beforel-Ifloods,
and they accoanplish about as nuche. %
on the surface, the above passage glves the lmpression
of a negativiem which 1s not at all the case when one goes

deeper into ite implications., For, behind this statement lles

» —
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Herzl's deslire to solve the Jewlish questlon thwrough a
nass conversion to Catholicism, the peak of his assimil=
ationist ideas, which he attalined 1n his early years in
Paris. He felt that there should be no need for a Jew to
extingulsh himself physically, as hls very close frlend,
Heinrich Kana, & Ferman Jewlsh writer, had done in des-
pair, by taking his own life. Instead he had begun to be-
lieve that the Jew shiould rather extinguish himself cul-
turally, and be born again into a completely new life,

no more a Jew, bubt a Christian, a Catholic. He wanted to
meet the Pope and ask for help agalnst anti-Semltlsm in
return for the mass-conversilon of the Jews into Cathollic-
ism. He wented this conversion to take place in broad day-
1ight so that it might not be consldered a secret Jewlsh
plot, so that it might be as respectable as possible. He
wanted the adult Jews to lead thelr young ones to the
threshold of the chureh, but, themselves, refrain Irom
stepping in, lest it be considered cowardice, or profite
eering. Such adjectives would not be labeled on younger
folk, he bellieved, since, as children, they would not
know the difference, and.they w ould not have, as yetl,
absoribed thelr parénta'Jewish heritage. Hence there would

be no problem of 1nheriting gullt or feeling of personal



2k

gullt,

I can still recall two dliferent conceptions of
the Questlion and its solutlion which I had in the
course of those years. About two years ago I want-
ed to solve the Jewlsh Question, at least 1n Aus-
tria, with the help of the Catholic Church. I
wilshed to gain access to the Pope and say to hims
Help us against the anti-Semites and I will start
a great movement for the Iree and honourable con-
verslon of Jews to Christlanity.

Free and honourable by virtue of the fact that the
leaders of this movement-nyself in particular-
would remain Jews and ae such would propagate the
conversion to the falth of the majority. The con-
verslon was to teke place in broad daylight, Sun-
days at noon, in Saint Stephan's Cathedral, with
festive processlons and amidst.the pealing of
bells. liot in shame, as individuals have conwvert-
ed up to now, but with proud gestures. And be-
cause the Jewish leaders would remaln Jewg, es=-
corting the people only to the threshold of the
church and themselves staying outside, the whole
perfornance was to be elevated by a touch of

great candor.

We the steadfast men, would have constlituted the
last generation. We would still have adhered to the
faith of our fathers. But we would make Christlans
of our young sons before they reached the age of lu-
devendent decision, after which converslon looks
like an act of cowardlice or careerlsm. As in mycus-
tom I had thought out the entire plan down to all
1ts minute detalls. I could see mysell dealing with
the Archbishop of Vienna; in imaginatlon I stood
before the Pope-both of them were very sorry that I
wished to do no more than remain part of the last
generation of Jews- and sent thils slgggn of mingling
of the races flying across the worlde.

Herzl discussed these thoughte with Denedikt, one of
the two editors and publishers of the Neue Frele Presse of
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Vienna, wlbh the hope of winning over the lieue Frele Presse
to .hieg cause of conversion. Benedlkt, however, was complet=
ely against the idea, not willing to involve the paper in-
tec Jew and Gentlle squabbles. One of the points on which
Benedlkt based hls objectlion and by whieh Herzl seems to
have been impressed 1s the argument that Jews belonging
to a certaln generation and perlod in Jewilsh history, had
no right to end that history, that process of a thousand
years.
But one thing in Benedikt's response struck me
as beinp true, He sald: For.a hundred generatlons

yowr line has preserved itself withlin the fold of
Judaism. llow you are proposing to set yourself up

as the terminal point in this procegB.This you
cannot do and have no right to do.2

Herzl knew well that without the paper, he could not
launch on his new ylan, as he would need it to acquaint
the masses with his ideas, and to educate them to accept
1t. Moreover, he needed the paper, first, to strengthen
his bargaining power, and second, to ilnduce the Cathollc
authorities, especially the Pope, to lssue favourable dec—
larations. Without the assisstance of the paper, he knew
he could not proseed with real hope of success; he there-

fore abandoned the whole plane

25Ib1d., De Be
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Neturally I could not do anything without my
newspaper. Where would I have got any authority
from? What would I have been alle to offer in
"exchange? The services of the leading liberal pap-
er might have induced the cleaver Pope to do gﬁme-
thing, 1ssue a declaratlon or drop a hint...e.
Fantastic ideas are not always an indicatlon of sob=-
er thinking; They are qulte oiten signe of emotlional insta-
bility and conruslion, and may well be the signals of a
bankruptey in the formulatlon of practicable pollcles.
Herzl may well have been in just such a conditloned He did
not lack frustrating experiences in his earlier years, and
his life since then had been full of pgreat expectations,
and disillusionments. The foudatlons of Germen culture, on
which his assinmllationism was bullt, was now crumbling. It

was now belng pushed over by another eplrlt trylns to es-
tablish another culture. In the midst of this push and pull

of ideas, 1t was perhaps natural Ifor Herzl to cling to his
assimilationism even closere

In the Pope, or rather in Christianity, he thought he

had found the solution. But it was more than just a solutlon

that he was sesking; like the "flying buttresses" around a
medieval church, he was ereotihg hils own snpporti arround

his culturel heritage. »
With the abandonment of his desire to venture into

%l De 90
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Catholicism, which meant the loss of yet another of the
pillars on which stood the assimilationist in hin, he
now began to develop another idea. "After this plan had
been abandoned, there riperned in my‘uneonsclous, in that
obscure way, another ldea, one not so political, but
more contemplative,"2d

Herzl now saw the Jewigh Problem as deriving from
history and past experlences whlch made the Jews what
they were. He saw in their past the causes of Jew=hatred.
He Jjustifled Jew-hatred, not the haters, on historical
grounds. The Jews, he thought, had acquired corrupted
and antl-soclal characteristics because of their long
confinement to the ghetto. Because of oppresslon and soc=
ial ostracism, they were obliged to indulge in practices
and professions such as usury which were proscribed or
unpopular. The problem, he thought, was not speciflcally
thelr anti-soclal characteristics, but rather, the inm-
patience of the Gentlles with the Jews. The Gentlles
falled to understand the causes of the undesirable in
the Jew; and refused to glve the Jews a chance to over-
come theilr acquired characterlistics. He blamed llberal
Gentiles for thinking that edlcts of emancipatlon were

251p14d,
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enough to turn the ghetto people into ordinary, normal
¢ltizens overnight. Even alter emerglng from the ghetto,
the Jews remelined an essentlially ghetto people, and need-
ed time and a period of readjustment, which was denied
them, to adapt themselves to the}r new life. Herzl, how-
ever saw in antl<Semitism more good than harm to the
Jews. He saw in 1t a process of education and "purifi-
cation™ through which the Jews would emerge "ourged®
once and for all of their ghetto oharacterisilcs. Hé

saw in this process of "purification™ a mimilcry of the
parwinian theory of the survival of the fittest.

We Jews have malntalined ourselves, even if
through no fault of our own, as a foreign body
among the varlous nations. In the ghetto we
have taken on a number of antl-social qualities.
Oour character has been corrupted by oppression,
and 1t must be restored through some other kind
of pressure. Actually anti-Semitism 1s a con-
sequence of the emancipation of the Jews. How=-
ever, the people who lack historlical under-
standing-that is all ol them-do not see us as
an historical product, as the viectlms or ear-
lier, crueler, and still more narrow-mlnded
times. They do not realise that we are what we
are because they have made us that way amldst
tortures, because the rulers forced us onto
money.Moreover, we always had to be prepared
to flee or to conceal our possesslons Ifrom
plunderers. This is how our relationships to
money arose....We extracted money Iirom the
people which later was stolen or confiscated
from us. All these sufferings rendered us ug-
1y and transformed ouwr character which had
in earlier times been proud and magnificent....
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llow it was erronous on the part of the doctine
alre libertarlans to believe that men can be
made equal by publishing an edict in the Im=-
perial Gazette. When we emerged from the
ghetto, we were, and for the time being re-
mained,ghetto Jews. We should have been given
tlime to get accustomed to Ireedom. But the
people around us have neither the magnanimity
nor the patience.They see only the bad and
conspicuous characteristice of a liberated
reople and have no idea that these released
men have been unjustly punlshed.

[ N R R R R R R NN AR RS RN NN NN N NN N
However, antl-Semltlism, which 1s a strong and
uncounsgcious force among the masses, will not
harm the Jews. I conslder 1t to be a movement
useful to the Jewlsh character. It represents
the educatlon of a group by the masses, and
wlll perhaps lead to its belng absorbed. Ed-
ucatlon 1is accoaplished only through hard
knocks. A Darwinlian mimicry will set in. The
Jews will adapt themselves. They are like the
seeds, which an act of nature cast into the
water. These animals assume the appearance
and hablts of fish, which they certalnly are
not. Once they return to dry land again and
are allowed to remaln there for a few gener-
ations they will turn thelr fins into feet
again.=®

The above quotation was actually a part of the con-

versation Herzl held with Speldal, an Austrian Jewlsh

journallet, settled in Vienna as the correspondent of

the Allgemeine Zeltung, who later became the theater

eritic oi the lleue Freiq Presae,27 in Hinderbuhl, a

village about six mliles from Viemna, on one of Herzl's

-
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trips Ifrom Paris.28 Herzl records in his diary that after
hié conversatlon with Speldal, he drove back in his car-
riage to Baden, from where he had come to visit Speldal.
on his way through a certain tunnel called "Cholera Chap-
el" he passed by two young men who cried out behind the
carriage, 'dirty Jew'. Infurlated at the insult, he turn-
ed around in the direction of the two men. He felt like
fighting with them, but just as soon, he controlled hls
temper and sat back to contlnue hls way. He then and
there realised that the insult was not directed at him
personally, for the two young men did not know him, but
prather at his "Jewish nose, and Jewish beard."29

Thls was_more than a passing incldent because of
the time of its occurrelce. Herzl, whille conversing with
Speidal about the Jews and explaining his own outlook
to the situation, had in reality been trying to Just-
1fy the problem to himself. He was making use of one
of the last pillars on waich stéad his assimilationisnm,
and trying hard to supress a certain feeling whilch was
beginning to captivate his heart and mind, It was after
guch desperate gental attempts that Herzl suffered this

281pid., I, De 9 291bid., P 1l.



s

28

experience. liow the futility of Jjustification and argu=-
ment suddenly dawned upon him. "What a curlous echo to
my universal historilcal conception& world history is of
no use in such a situation.”ao Thlé was more than a con=-
tradiction to hils argument with Speldal, thls was a con-
frontation with something not very clear to him, the
geed of a thought so outrageous that he dared not push
it to a concluslon.

A few months later Herzl was sitiing for the sculp-
tor Beer, a Jew residing in Paris, and thelr conversation
turned to matters Jewish. The general theme was that 1t
did a Jew no good to turn away from money and become an
artist. This was the point of view ol Herzl, who was by
then convinced that the curse would cling forever, and
that the Jews could not rid themselves of the ghetto. He
became qulte excited as he talked, and remained so, long
after he left Beer. As he walked home, he formulated the
plan of a new play.

A few months later I was sitting for the sculp-
tor Beer who was doing my bust. Our conversation
resulted in the insight that 1t does & Jew no
%ood to become an artist and free himseli dr'om

he taint of moneys The curse still clingss We
cannot get out of the ghetto. I became gulte

Prpid.



heated as I talked, and when I left my excite-

ment still glowed in me., With the swiftness of

that dream involving a pltcher of water in the

Arablan falry-tale, the outline of the play

came into being. I believe I hadn't gone from

Rue DesCombes to the Place Pereire when the

whole thing was already finlshed in ny mind.

The next day I set to work. Three blessed
weeks of ardor and labor.>l
Herzl's excitement was evidently over thé thought

that the Jews cannot get out of the ghetto, that no
matter what they dld, they were always consldered and
looked upon as ghetto Jews. Once agaln he was caught in
his conscious and unconsclous imner struggles. On an
earlier occaslon he had not dared to follow hls thoughts
to their loglcal concluslon, for he had sensed a danger-
ously novel idea waltling at its end, although he had as
yet no idea of what 1t could be. lLiow he was once more in
a similar position; once more he was extremely disturbed
by the feeling that the Jews would never succeed in Iree-
ing themselves from the curse of the ghetto. Once more he
had the opprortunity of carryling his thoughts a step fur-
ther, but as happened on the earller occaslon, Herzl
evaded this opportunity, and instead of following his
thoughts to thekirloglcal conclusion, took indeed a

backward step by trying to vent his emotlons and free

3l1pid.
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himself and his mind of the problem, in a play entit-
led, "The lew Ghetto."52 Bein, in his blography of
Herzl, makes mention of the play and adds in detail the
last scene, where the hero, Sammuel Kohn, having been
fatally wounded by von Schramm, 1n & duel, cries out
just before he dies, ¥ want to get put...outd out-of=-
the-ghettos "33 Havins-éxpressed so movingly his own de-
gires and his deslres for the Jews to get out of the
ghetto, he thought he had set himself free of the mat-
ter. But what he really did was to get even more invol-
ved in it. We cen easlly imagine Herzl trying to put
himself 1n the shoes of Sammuel Kohn; he wag, as far as
his emotions were concerned, in a simialr state as that
of Lohn in the play, and like Sammuel Kohn, Herzl too
wanted to free the Jew from the ghetto.

Having reached thus far he was no more a mere ob=
server of or a commentator on the Jewish problem, but a
directly involved participant.

I had thought that through this eruption of

playwriting I had written nyself free of the

matter. On the contrary, I had gotten more
and more deeply involved with 1t. The thought

-

321p1d., .V, 1812.
333101;-, Ope OLto'ﬂo:’ De 10ﬁ;



31

grew stronger}kn me that I must do something
for the Jevs.

The use of the word 'something' here, 1s quite sig-
nificant because 1t 1mplieé a aearch.for a way out, and
thus tells that Herzl did not yet know what 1t was.

It was about that time that Herzl went for the
first time in four or five years, to the synagogue 1in
Paris. The service touched and moved him. He was remind=-
ed of his childhood days and the temple in FPest. He was
also able to look at an assemblage of Jews and dlscover
a "famlly likeness in thelr faces.®

| For the first time I went to the synagogue in
the Rue de la Victoire and once agaln found the
services festive and moving. lMeny things remlnd-
ed me of my youth and the Tabak Street temple at
Pest. I took a look at the Paris Jews and saw a
family likeness in thelr facess Bgld, mlsshapen
noses; furtive and cunning eyes. )

Herzl was finally beginning to feel a part of Jewry;
he was beglnning to look for the solutlon to the Jewish
problem in the directlon he had thus far avoided.

It finally dewned upon Herzl that the Jewish quest=-
ion was not Just a historical accldent, to Dbe solved by

time; that the Jews were a people who, having lived 1in

34The Complete Diaries of Theodor Herzl, op. cite,
I, 11, ]
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the diaspora for two thousand years, were, far from dis-
appearing into their surroundings, even more pronounced
as a distinct people, and considered as alieuns in the
countries of their birth.

At this poilnt, the ldea of a Jewleh state, the ldea
of a politically independent territory with all the im=-
plications of such autonomy, was not the preoccupation
of Herzl's mind. He was now convinced of the futlility of
assimilaéion, baptism, and his historical concepts of
cause and eflfect. He now knew, and felt, that there was
another way out, a way which would lead the Jews back to
the promised land, a& task which would need the assigtance”
of every able-bodled Jew.

This illumination, however, was as yet in the
realms of the imaginetion and wishful thinking. But Herzl
felt that it had poesibilities which would make milllons
happy upon its realisatlon. This awakening to the Jewish
situation meant a complete spiritual transformation for
Herzl. He was born again into Judalsm, to share iis
fears and hopes. And 1t was as a reborn man that Herzl

concelved of the plan of a novel in which a friend of

.
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his, Heinriech Kana?é who had commlitted sulclde, was not
ﬂhe hero, as he previously had been in another novel

Herzl had thought of but had never written. Heinrich Kana
was now to be condemned for killing himself and depriving
the cause of his services, Just when the promised land was
discovered and was in need of hands.

In the present form of the novel, Sammuel still
was the weaker but dearly beloved friend of the
hero whom the fortunes of hls life bring to the
point where he discovers, or rather, founds the
promised land.

Shortly before the salling of the Dboat which 1s
to take him to new sliores, together with a staff
of ofiicers expert in exploration, he recelves
Sammuel's letter. Sammuel writes: 'My dear, dear
boy,when you read this letter, I shall be dead.'

At this point the hero moves his fist in which
he 1s crumbling the paper, to hls heart. But the
next instant there 1s only rage in him,

He glves the command for departure. Then he
stands at the bow of the boat and stares flxedly
into the distance where the promised land lies.

And he takes the letter in which there is go
much touching love and loyalty, and cries into
the wind: 'You fool, you scoumdrel, you wretchl
oh for the life that belonged to us and is lost.'"37

The death of Xana was a blow to Herzl, not only on
the personal level. It symbolized to him the fate of the
Jew a8 he had come to see 1it. When later Herzl discovered

the promised land, he could only feel sorry for Kana, who

3636fman Jewish writer and critie. who was a close
friend of thé young Herzl. He killed himself on Febru-
ary 6, 1891.

3Tone Conplete Diaries of Theodor Herzl, op. cith,
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was not there to share the Joy of hope-a feeling which
developed into rage and anger,that at the very moment in
history when the Jews could hope for a brighter future in
a land of their own, Xana, the Jew, should not be there
because he had despaired too soons

The new versgion of the novel could be considered as
a projection of Herzl's mental and spiritual state of
mind. The hero who coﬁdemns Kana as a fool,-a scoundrel,-
a wretch, could well be Herzl hlmself, who glves the com=-
mand for departure and stares fixedly in the direction of

the promised land.



CHAPZER V

IHE JEWISH STATE

A. Thought to Action

Herzl expresséd his new revelation quite explicit=—
ly in the novel mentloned above, but that novel only ex-
pressed his feelings and thoughts. How he moved from
thought to action, remained obscurej; he himself was not
sure.

How I proceeded irom the idea of writing a nov-

el to a practlical program is already a mystery to
me, although 1t happened witp}n the last few3ge—
eks. It is in the realms ol the unconsclous.

When he did at last declde to take action, he was
not yet fully convinced of the sensibllity, the possibll-
ity, and especlally the practicabllity of his 1deas; he
wag worrled that he might be laughed at. At first he was
even worrled about writing his thoughts in a dlary. This
was natural as he realised the serlousness of the conse-
quences, and the responsibility he would be assuming.

Perhaps these ildeas are not practical ones at

all and I am only making nyself the laughlng
stock of the people to wihom I talk about it ser-

38 1p1d.
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iously. Could I be only a figure in the novel?

But even then it would be worth writing down

what I have thought about during this period
and am continulng to think about.

According to Herzl's own confession in his dlary,
the transitlon wes againhfollowed by doubt. One day he
wrote a letter to Baron de Hirsch#0idn which he simply
requested the latter to set a time for them both to
meet and discuss Jewlsh political matters.

When may I have the honour of calling on you?

I should like to discuss the Jewlsh quesiloNe.ee
T simply wish to have a discussion with you
about Jewlish political matters, a discusslon
that may have an effect on kimes that neither
you nor I will live to see.

His convictions were clear eunough; he knew what
he wanted, and for the first time he used the word 'pol-
1tical' when referring to the Jewish questlon. But he
vas not guite sure as yet as to whether to go ahead and
send the letter. He still harboured doubts concerning

the widdom of such a course of actlion. He, therefore,

391bid.

4OBaron Maurice de Hirsch(1831-1896) Rallroad lag-
nate and Fhilanthropist, founded the Jewish Colonisatlon
Association(JCA) for .the agricultural settlement of Jews
in Argentina, and supported it Dy donations amounting to
ten million pounds sterlinge.

e gomplete Diaries of Theodor Herzl, op. cite,
I’ 14:. g i R 3



37

kept the letter for two weeks, brooding over it, and fin-
ally concluded that 1t was not entirely nonsensical,

After I had finished the letter, I left 1t

lying there and slept on 1t for fourteen days
and nights. When even after thilis interval the
lette; d1d4got seem devold of sense to me, I

malled it.

This letter was a mllestone in the development of
Herzl's 1dea of the Jewlsh state, indeed, in Herzl's life
as weil. His writing of the letter was the ateppins stone
into the realm of action, the vietory of his will over
his hesltations, a turning-point in his private and per-
gonal domain. His malling of the letter was his final
victory over all hesitlatlons and doubts, the victory of
the ldea of an independent homeland for the Jews. The
nalling of the letter marked his entry into the public
scene.

Herzl's [irst encounters in his political career
were with Béron Hirsch. After the exchange of a number of
letters, Baron Hirsch was finally able to receive Herzle.
The meeting took place on June 2, 1895, in the former's
residence.43 -

The meeting 1tself.did not result in any concrete

43
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gain for Herzl, but its signiiflcance lies in the fact
that Herzl was, for the first time, able to propound
his political views in more detall.

Baron de Hirsch politely listened to Herzl as the
latier read hils notes to him, with a few interruptions
on the part of Hirsch in protest against certain statements
made by Herazl.

The main argument of Herzl was that Hirseh's col-
onisatlion projects in Argentina, were futile. Roi only
did they not serve tielr well-intentloned purposes, but
they were breeders of beggars rather than men with person=
2l initlative and dynamisme Furthermore, such a colonisa-
tion project was not the remedy for the Jewlsh questlion,
which was a deep questlon needing political leadershlp
rather than benefactors. Herzl suggested that instead of
taking over Jews from Europe and settling them in other
countries, a procedure which did no more than teach the
Jews transported, to continue to expect help rather than
exert personal efiort, prizes and rewards ought to be
offered to individual Jews who achdsve 'striking deeds'
of courage and aelf-saopirloe} This, continued Herzl, X
would encourage many Jews to attain such goals in order

to attein such prizes. The results of such attempts would
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be two-fold: one result would be the great motivation for
rerforming such striking deeds which would elevate the
Jews' morale and character and show his worth as a Jew;

and the second would be the realisation of the Gentile that
there are such people as 'good Jews'l. It was at this point
that Hirseh interrupted him to object to the idea of rais-
ing the general level of the Jews. Hirsch's point of view
was that 1t was the general elevation of the Jews, and

the increased number of Jewlsh lntellectuals that was the
cause of Jew-hatred. His intentlons were to keep the Jew
from 'pushing ahead'. At this stage of their argument,
Herzltrexueed to eoﬁtinue his plan, as he saw that it was
useless talking to a man with the ideas that Hirsch had.

He therefore rose to take hls leave. On his way out Baron
de Hirsch added that emigration was the only solution, in
answer to which, with a rather angry tone, Herzl sald, that
he too favoured emigration, but hadn't reached that point
when he decided to stop the presentation. Herzl was a bit
excited as he answered, and almost shouted at Hlrsch, as
he told him of his intentions to meet the Kalser, and seek

his supporte.

Now if we had a united political leadership,
the necessity for which I need not demonstrate

-t



further...We could tackle the solution of the
Jewlish questloNiese
First of all, there 1s the principle of phil-
anthropy, which I consider completely errone-
ous. You are bredding shnorrers (beggzars).
0...l.!.".l...ll‘...0.000ICQ.CIUOCUO.lltﬁ.l.’ﬂ;.
ssseyou drag these would-be Jewlsh f{armers
overseas. They are bound to bellieve that they
have a right to be supported in the future,
too, and the last thing in the world that will
be promoted by thls, 1s thelr eagerness to
works
.‘....C.O....l.l....l'....il.'l.....l...."...'.‘
Instead of buying up the Jews one by one, you
could offer huge prizes in the chief anti-Sem-
itlc countries for actlons d'eclat (striking,

deeds), for deeds of great moral beauty, for-
courage, self sacrifice, ethical conduct, great
achelvenents...1n short foranything great.
Such prizes willl accomplish two things: the
improvement ol everyone, and publicltyeees

lo, lo, los I don't want to ralse the general
level at alle. All owr nisfortune comes irom the
fact that the Jews want to climb too high. We
have too many intellectuals. My intention is
to keep the Jews I{rom pushing ahead.
....I‘O."l...‘.I.....I....'.'...l.............‘.‘i

Emlgration would be the only solutlon, he
sald (Hirsch). There are lands enough for sale.
I almost shouted: Well who told you that I
don't want to emigrate? It is all there in
these notes. I shall go to the German Kalser;
he will understand me, for he has p&ﬁn brought
up to be a Judge of great things...

T

Such was the conversatlon between Herzl and Baron

de Hirsch. Herzl was angered and perhaps depressed be-
cause of this- Jewish financial glant's attitudes For the

~
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first time he experlenced oprosition from within, oppos=-
itlon from a Jew, not a Gentlle; an opposition which he
was to experlence with greater Irequency as he went deep-
er into the problem. Hls first contact with 1t at the
residence of Baron de Hirsch, made him react sharply.
He would meet Lhe German Kalser. He would appeal to the
ordinary Jew, not the glant millionaires. A few days
later after his meeting with Baron de Hirsch, he wrote
to him as follows: "My plan certainly does not depenrd on
You alone. But you would have been only the power I
would have started with. There are others. There are
ultimately and above all the Jewlsh masses, and I shall
know how to get across to them.ﬁ45 It 1s interesting to
note that Herzl, beglnning with thie incident with Hirsch,
was galning speed of actlion which he would have perhaps
not acquired otherwlse. It was as 1f he wanted to compen=-
sate for each set-back without loss of time, Thlis pro=-
cees, which became intensified by time, was in fact in the
interest of Herzl'sg cause, to the extent that it acceler-
ated 1ts prosrese:

Hence the set-back that Herzl suffered at Hirsch's
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resldence was to be made up by the meeting w ith the

Kalser. To thls end Herzl won the help of Reverend Hech-

ler,46 who had gone to Karlsruhe to win the Grand Duke of
Baden.47 and through him the Kalser for the idea, wired

him to be ready to go to Karlsruhe, the then capital of Baden48

46Br1;15h minister, was born in South Africa of Ger=-
man parents, After completing his studlies for the ministry,
he became, upon recommendation of the British court, tutor
to prince Ludwlg, son of the grand Duke of Badem. While in
this post, he got to know the Grand Duke's nephew, the
future Kalser Wilhelm II of Germany. Following prince Ludwig's
untimely death, Hechler served as a minister in England,

and published a leaflet, g%g gegtorat;on ?f the Jegg to
alestine Accord to the . et 1662) . From 1 to
910 he was chaplain of the British Embassy in Vienna where
he met Herzl and became his devoted friend.

4TFredrich, Grand Duke of Baden (1826-1907), serwved
first as regent 1n place of his insane brother, then, from
1856, ruled in his own right. His wife was the daughter of
Wilhelm I of Prussia and the aunt of Wilhelm II. At the
establlshment of the German Empire at Versaillles in 1871,
Fredrich made the offlclal proclamation of Wilhelm I as
Kalser. The Grand Duke was the most demoeratic and liberal
prince 1in Germany, and following his meeting with Herzl he
became a staunch supporter of Zlionism and a great admirer
of Herzl.

4821::5 Complete Diaries of Theodor Herzl, ope.=-cit,,
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Be entar Ls on the Jew tat

| At this pdint,_wiﬁh the hb?e of ﬁaefing the Kalser,
Herzl underwent an immense outflow of ideas concerning the
Jewlsh state, 1ts organisations, and the means for its es-
tablishment, which he poured out indiscriminately into the
dlary. Hls ldeas and thoughts at this stage were as yet
confused, without a particular sequence. It was later, when
he wrote his "Jewlsh State" and before that, his “Family
Address to the Rothschilds®, that he drew upon his hapha-
zard jottings of this period, to formulate and harmonige
his ildeas. Throughout these pages in his diary, where he
inserted his ldeas as they struck him, one thought was pre-
valent, that "we shall have to go through bitter struggles:
with a reluctant Fharao, with enemles, and especlally with
ourselves, The Golden calf3349 But he overcame it almost
imnediately, for the next insertion reads, "But we shall
carry it through, earnest and farsighted, as long as the
people always sense and know the loftiness of our aimsQ!so
He put down the following to be the procedure he would
follow 1n organlsing the plan of purchasing the land and

the various tasks involved in emigrating.

491p1ds, pe33 Ibid.



44

1. Money raising (syndicate)

2. Start ol publicity (which will cost nothing,
for the antl-Semites will rejoice, and I shall
break down the liberal opposition by threats of
competition)

3« Enrollment of land seckers

4, More publicity, on the largest scale. Make
Europe laugh at 1t, swear at 1t-in short, talk
about 1t

5« Negotliations with Zion

6. Agreements on the purchase of land

Te Issulng of land priorities (one billion)

8. Purchase and building of ships

9. Continuous enlistment of all who come for=-
ward; recrultment,assignment, taining.

10, Begin to publiclse the big subscription
11, 8alling o. the expedition to take possession
of the land, with news service for the entire
press

12. Selectlon and demarcation of the land and
the sites for the main cltles

13« Workers from Russla, etec. will have been
bullding embarcatlion barracks (on Italian or
Dutch coast, flirst for themselves, then for
subsequent contingents)

14, Fare and freight contacts w i1th reilroads.
We must meke a Dblg profit on tansportation

15. Exchange of old items for new ones begins
16. The wheels already in motlon will, of
course, be kept turning; gradually all the
other elements in ny program will be added
until the entire machinery is rumningl

17. To the German Kaiser (request privileges!
from him)51 .

In the»meantime. Herzl, having been disappointed at
Baron de Hirsch's attitude, decided to try the Rothschild's 2

-

2l1bid., p. 35

52pothschild, Baron Edmond De (1845-1934). Head of
the French banking house of Rothschild, art collector and
philanthropiet. When the early colonies, founded by the
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patronage. "I have been to Hirsch, I am going to Roth-

schild, as Moltke went from Denmark to Prussia.®2>

-

Biluim in Palestine, encountered grave Ifinancial troub-
les, thelr representatives asked and recelved help from
Baron Rothechild. He spent huge sums on the reorganiza-
tion of Rishon le=-Zion, Zlikhron Yakov and Rosh Pinna,
and sent agricultural experts to gulde the settlers.

All in all Rothschild donated some thirty million dol-
lars for the support or the creatlon of about forty
settlements. He visited Palestine flve tlmes and set

up a tight administrative control over the moshavot
supported bx hime In 1900 he handed over the adminls-
tration of "his®™ colonles to the Jewish Colonization
Association(qg.v.) but continued to support them finan-
cially. In 1925 he organlzed the Palestlne Jewish Col=-
onization Assoclation which thenceforth became respon-
gible for the colonies under the directlon of hls son
Jamese. In 1929 he was elected honorary president of

the Jewish Agency for Palestine. In splte of his unceas=-
ing interest in Palestlne colonizatlon and his financial
gacrifices for 1t, Rothschlld remalned opprosed to the
political Zionism of Herzl whase efforts he regarded as
dangerous and a Jeopardy for the future of the colonles.
Only aiter the outbreak of World War I were the success=-
ors of Herzl in Zionlst leadership able to win Rothschild
over to Zionlsm.

53;99 Complete Diaries of Theodor Herzl, op. clt.,
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Continuing hils insertion of ad hoc thoughts on the
Jewish state, he came upon ldeas ranging Irom the trans-
portation of the dead to the transplantation of hablts;
from kinds of enterbainment to punishments of successful
and unsuccessful suicide attempts; at times he seemed to
reach the extreme limitse of fantasy, at others he was
down to the detalled concrete problems; throughout he
vaclllated between hope and despalr.

The sh%ﬁ of coffins! we shall take our coffins
with us. =

8chiff's brother in-law, after only two weeks,
is homesick for the Vienna coffee~houses. Con-
sequently I shall falthfully transplant Viennese
cafes to the other side, with such litile exped-
i1ents I shall achelve _the desired illuslom of
the old environment,.

Enterteinment as soon as possible: German thea=-
ters, international theater, operas, operettas6
circuses, cafe concerts, cafe Champs Elysees.o

My punishments for sulcides for an unsuceessiul
attempt, permanent confinement in an insane asy-
lum; for accomg}iehed suicide, refusal of an hon=-
- orable burial.

The man who pointed to the cover of a tea ket=-
tle lifted by steam and sald, "Thils 1s how I shall
move people, animals, and frelight, and glve the
world & new appearance® was derided as a lunatic. 5

S41b1d., pe T5e - 55Ibide s De 604
561p1ds, ps 40. 5T1p1d., p. 57+
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The seven hour day
of course work will be carried out not just dur-
ing seven hours of g day, but durding fourteen.
Two shiits or four,”2?

esewieon I left I was in a very bad humour. liy

plan again seemed crazy to me.

But in the middle ol my defalllance (feeling

of depression) I sald to mygglf: I've started
1t nowe I'll go through it. .

It must be remembered that this period in Herzl's
life was the age of adolescence 1n the development offhis
idea of the Jewish state. He was full of ideas and ex-
rpressed them without inhibltions. As he said, those
notes were not work for him, but rellief. He was writ-
ing himself free of the ideas which arose like "bubbles"

and would burst the container if they found no outlet.®l

C. Locatlon of the Jewlsh State

Also in this period of uninhibited outflow of ideas
ingserted in hls diarles, Herzl commented upon the possg=
ible location of the Jewish homeland. It might seem sur-
prising that Herzl should have searched for a territory
to call home. One would think that it should have been

obvious; but 1t was not obvious to Herzl at least. To

591bid., De'98. ®O1bide, p. 460
Sl1bid., pe 93 |



understand clearly the motives, coneslderations, and cire
cumstances under whlch Herzl was moved to entertain
thoughts concerning other territories than Palestlne as
a national home for the Jews, 1t 1s essential that his ba
background be reconsldered, and remembered.
Here then we have the case of a man wio was born
of a Jewlsh family and offlcially remalned a Jew, but
otherwlse was completely indifferent to the Jewish faith
and often skeptical.
When I say "God" I do not mean to offend the
free thinkers. As.far as I am concerned, they
can use "world spirit™ or some other term.se.s®2
Moreover, he was aoipletely inaddifferent to Jewish sul-
ture and heritage as a result of his early acculturation
into the German cultural heritage under the influence of
his mother. Thus he grew to become a perfectly assimil-
ated Jew, wiih no attachment whatsoever to Judalsm; =0
that when he iinally realised the situation and concluded
the solution to lie in a Jewish state, he was 1n no way
prejudiced as to the locatlon of that state.
As soon a8 we have decided on the land and
concluded a preliminar{ treaty with its pres-

. ent sovereign, we shall start diplomatic neg-
otiatlons with all the great powers —@ewi.. '

621b1Q|| Pe 96.
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guarantees.63

As soon as the Soclety of Jews has constituted
itself, we shall call a counference of a number
of Jewlsh geographers to détermine, with the
help of these scholars, who as Jews are loy-
ally devoted to us, where we are going to em-
lgrate. For I shall now tell you everything
about the "Promised Land® except its locatlon,
That is a purely sclentific question, we nmust
ahve regard for geological, climactic in short,
natural factors-of all kinds with full circum-
spection gﬁd wlth conslderation of the latest
research.

This emotlonal and spiritual detachment oi Herzl from
Jewish culture was mostly responsible for his extreme ob-
Jectivity concerning the location of the territory, at
least dur ing the early stages. When, however, he Jjolned
the ranks of those who were already deeply 1nvolved in
the different solutions, he conironted two major under-
takingss one was ihe Jewilsh colonies in Argentina, pat-
ronised by Baron de Hirschj; the other was the Jewish cole
omies in Palestine, patronlsed by Edmond Rothschild.

As these two gentlemen, both Jews, represented
enormous financlal empires, it was indispensible for the
cause of Herzl to enlist thelr support. At least he
thought so in the very beglnning, although he later de-

nounced them both. Besides these two glants, there were

631b1d., p. 40-41s 641pids, pe 133



numerous other committees and associations, such as the
"Hoveve zion“65(LOVers of Ziom), which were directed towards
falestine, motivated by relisibua and cultural feelings

and attachments. Thls atmosphere influenced him in as far

as bringling to his attention the strong attachment to Pa-
lestine by the people he hoped to work with, on the other
hand there was the possibility of Argentine.

65Hembers of the 'Hibbat Zion' (Love of Zion) movement,
organised in Russia in 1882 under the impact of the Russian
pogrom of the same year, but basing itself upon i1deas put
forward by David Gordon and others as earl¥ as 1870. A group
of Jewlsh students, who called themselves 'Biluim'(Bilu being
the acrostlc of the Biblical phrase "0 house of Jacob, come
ye and let us walk; Islah 2:5), settled in Palestine in the
very same year with the help of the Hoveve Zion, In 1884
Leo Pinsker called the Hoveve Zion to a conference in Katowice
to furthur the cause of colonisatlon in Palestine. In 1887
a second conference was called in Druskeniki, and in 1889 a
third one in vilna. In 1890 the Russian government confirmed
the statutes of the movement which assumed the official name
of "Soclety for the Support of Jewish Agriculturalists and
Artlsans in la and Palestine™ and it had its first general
assenbly in the same year. Groups of Hoveve Zlon were organised
also in Germany, England and elsewhere. The spirit of the
movement was natlonal--Jewish, but 1t opposed political
Zionism, until 1t was largely absorbed by the Zlonist orga-
nisation,
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Herzl's motlvations were rooted purely in the grievances
of a 'peoplé' and not 1n religion or culture, hence he was
able to weigﬁ.the advantages and disadvantages of the various
territories, lncluding Palestine, quite instrumentally
without prejudice.

In Palestine's dlsvavour, 1s 1ts proximity to

Russila and Europe, its lack of room for expansion
as well as 1ts climate which we are no longer 66
accustomed to. In its vavour is the mighty legend.

In this one point, he did not, in both earlier and
later stages, allow his emotlons to overcome his realism.

Hls principal purpose was to obtain a piece of land, with
guaranteed autonomy, no matter where. Later, however, as it
shall be discussed in another chapter, under extreme pressure
from Ruselan Jewry in particular he became more Palestine
consclous. Even when considering alternative territories

he would Justify such divergence on the basgis that these
territories were stepping stones to Palestine and temporary
places of refuge, "nachtasyl®™.

A problem that engaged‘Hbrzl'a attention was the means
of attainment of the territory of the Jewish state. His

problem was to find a territory, which was both sultable

i

olete Diarl
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and possible to acquire.
Once found, nothing was to be allowed to stand in
the way of acquiring it. All means including deceit and
hypoericy were to be utilised, because the end, according
to Herzl, Justified the means. "The aim that we will pursue
once we have a center, a head, will determine the means,“67
He proposed to grant loans in return for territorial
privileges and guarantees, and permission to be allowed to
have defensive troops. The Jews were to be submissive to
thelr host countries until such times when their strength
would grant them what they wanted and enable them to defy

everyone.

Should we go to South America, which would
have a lot 1n its favour, on account of its
distance from militarlsed and seedy Europe,
our first state treaties will have to be with
South American republics,
.....l......O.'.l.-‘&'.-ll..‘-l..0‘0.....‘..!.0—.
In the beginning we shall need thelr permission,
gradually we shall get strong, grant ourselves
everythingsthat we need, and be able to defy
everyone.

Those South American republics must be attain-
able for moneys. We can give them annual subsidies.
But only for about twenty years, l.e. until we
are strong emough to protect ourselves...by the
length. of time indicated by our military head
ag sufficlient for us to bggome a mateh for all
those republics together,

5Tibid., pe20 %81m14., pa70
691b1d., pa92
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Herzl did not stop at these generalities. He went as
far as the formulation of a detailed plan as to how to get
rid of the indigenous population in a manner that would
not touch the sense of Justice of the guarantors. "Both
the process of expropriation and the removal of the poor
must be carrled out discreetly and c1.1‘1:3umts;pect‘.lji'."_70 Herzl
advised that the native population be made to feei they were
profiting at the expense of the new comers, and thus be more
willing to sell their possesséions and move out. "Let the
owners of the immovable property believe that théy are cheating
us, selling us things for more than they are worth., But we
are not going to sell them anything baok;!7l

D. Herzl's Theory of State and Govermment

| Beéapae of the clrcumstances in which the idea of a
Jewlsh state dawned upon him, Herzl belleved that he was
alone in entertaining his ldeas. His enthusiasm was so
extreme that he was determined not to run the slightest
chance of fallure. He was thereilore disinclined to trust
others very much, and took upon himself alone the respon-
8ibility for the 1mplementétion of his ldea. Moreover, he
reallsed fron ﬁhe ;ery start how difficult 1t would be to

M1pia., p. 88. Mrv1a:
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stir the Jews, eegpeclally the richer ones. He therefore
felt that he himself would have to start and conclude the
movement, otherwise, he felt it would not succeed. He was,
in fact, even worried that he might die before the work
was completed, for deep inside he was.convinced that
without him the whole 1dea would be forgotten.
Through 1t all I have the fear described by

Heyse, 1n thal wonderful little pocem about the

artist:

Ich bebe:

Dass ich hinfahren konnte uber Lacht,

Hinfahren, ehe lch dles Werk volbracht.

(I shudder to think that I could depart

over nlght

depart before I have completed this work) 72

For a theoretical basls of the Jewish state Herzl

worked out an origilnal approach.Herzl refuted Rousseau's
theory of the social contract on the grounds that there
was no such thing. Instead he introduced an ancient Rom=-
an legal concept,"Negotiorum Gestio", the literal meaning
of which 1s fManaéement of Affairs".In Roman law this
concept had in fact narrowed down to mean the management
of the affalrs of an individual or a group by a self-ap-
pointed manager("gestor"), In such a case the prinelpal

concerned was leéally bound by the undertakings entered

72;2:_._@.’. Pe 9%4e
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into by the geator.73 This, in fact, at the time was

the case; Heril was a self-appolnted manager, at least

at the very start of the Jewlsh case, but at the same
time he felt that the Jews should be bound by the under=-
talkings entered into by him on thelr behalf. He did not
believe 1n the Social Contract of Rousseau, "Rousseau
believed that there wae such a thing as a 'Contract Soc=
ial', There isunot. In the state there is énly a negotido-
rumﬂgestio,ﬁ74 because for two thousand years the Jews
had been without a country, dlspersed and persecuted, and
yet had shown no signs of gettlng together to form a pol-
itical leadership. He saw himself as the only one trying
to organise a Jewilsh body polltlc.

Later on Herzl was to counsider the "Soclety of Jews",
which he thought of creating as the legal representative _
(gestor) of the ldea of the Jewlish state, whlch material-
ised in 1897, in the First Zionist Congress,

Furthermore Herzl was also agalnst democracy. His
main objection to democracy was lts disadvantage of pub-
lieity. Publlicity, he thought, would expose the govermment
and the governors po the masses, which would result in the

former's loss of respect, as the latter discovered that

sl vt ™., 1, 42
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the governors were mere humans, with all the natural human
weaknesses and shortcomings. "All the world finds out that
the men wilo govern us are merély human beings too-and in
so many cases laughable, narrow persons., Thus I lost my
'respect! in Parls."7>
| This exposure.and the consequent loss of respect for
the government, which in his opinion was lnevitable, pres-
ented a speclal problem to Herzl. It was a speclal problem
because he believed 1ln a government by ordinary, average
human belings, not Ly genluses and avove average persons.
His reasoning was that a genius, although necessary to found
a state, would be harmful if left on after its foundation,
because they would again destroy it by ignoring 1its ord=-
inary everyday needs; whereas the medlocre, the average
man, would be more inclined to think about and be occupled
with those ordlnary needs of mankind. 76

His pur.ose, therefore, was to preserve the respect
for govermment by avoldlng unrestricted publicity, which
democracy made unavoldable and lnevitable.

His opinion of democracy, however, went further than
a protest against its disadvantages. In fact, he thought
of 1t as mob rule.'ohaotic, and diaorganiead.77

Demoeracy 1s political nonesense whilch can

T51bid., p. 124. T61p1a,
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only be declded upon by a mob in the excitement
of a revolution.7d

Herzl'e 1deal form of government for the Jews, was
an aristocrécy; not a monarchy because he feared it would
lead to a revolution; not a democracy because he believed
the Jews were not virtuous enough.Tg

An arlstocracy, he thought would be more elastic, as
1t would be elective rather than hereditary.

A House of Lords for the aristoecracy, but not

inhieritable, Filrst there must be an examination
as to merit.80

The House of Lords will perhaps consist of

three groups: one chosen by the aristocracy;
one named by the government (Doges); the third
elected indirectly, as in France.8l

As for the chief executive body of the government,
whether it was to be constituted of one or a few, it is not
certaln g8 to what Herzl meant in his diaries. It can only
be inferred; but even then, there can be two possible
inf{errences. One inferrence could be in favour of the argument
for one elcted head. On June 9, 1895 Herzl wrote in his
diary a long sectlon concernling the organisation of the
government, in which the following sentence occurs: "Only

82

the Doge and the Chancellor may read them." - The word Doge

-
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is used in the singular. It stands for the title of the
elected head of the independent republic of Venice from
the year 697 to the year 1797.83 Herzl actually had the
city of Venice in mind seems to have constantly thought
of 1t as a model

Many of the institutlions of Veniece come to

mind but we shall avoid all tgﬁ features that
caused the ruin of that city.

Another inferrence may be 1ln favour of the argument
for the few elected heads; the quotation before the one
above, "The House of Lords...as in France", includes the
phrase,‘FOne named by the government (Doges);", this time
the word-Dose 1s used in the plural. -

The answer may be found in a detailed expose of the
organisation of the government which he wanted at the time
to keep undisclosed

When this book 1s published the prescriptions

for the government will be omitted. The people

must be gulded to the good according to prin-

ciples unknown to them. Therefore the editors

of the book-if I am no longer alive-ghall extract

the administrative maxims and keep them in the

gecret archlves. -85
Only the Doge and the Chancellor may read theleess
It is, however, certaln that whether the government

that Herzl had in mlnd was to be headed by ome or a few,

83Ibid., v, 1700 841p1d., 1, 170
851b14., 55
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it was to be a centralised type of oligarchy. His own per-
sonal dispositlon was that of an enlightened and benevolent
autocrat.

One must not prailse me because one must not

censure me elther. For I am the Leader. I am
saying thls not only on account of discipline,
but also because, my mind must remain sound and
simple 1f I am to carry it through. I shall
recognise by the quality of your obedience and
the warmth. of yougéenthuaiasm to what extent I
can count on you.

Herzl, however, did not completely reject the people's
contribution to government; later in his diaries, after this
turbulent perilod, he suggested that there be a chamber of
deputies. But there again, he had not really overcome his
authoritative nature, for one third of this chamber was to
be chosen by the ruler upon the recommendation of the govern-
ment, for a lifetlime. Another third was to be elected by
what he called "Learmed Academies™,"the universities, schools
of art and techﬁology, chambers of éommeroa, and trade asso-
clations.", and the final third was to be elected by the
community'councila after a scrutiny of voting lists. Moreover,
the ruler would name the government, and as he himself
confesced, he was not quite sure as to haow this ruler was

to be secured agalnst corruption, for the chamber of deputies

86rm1a:, pigy



would not have the power to overthrow the government, but

only deny it "particular resources", 57

E. Soclo=Economic Pl

The ldea of cemtralisatlon in Herzl's thinking was not
only reserved for the government, but was'to be exercised
in every phase of the state. There was to be planning of both
the soclety and the economy. The success of his idea was an
obsession to him, " My constant concern must be the soundness
of the economy. No‘disaipation, no waste. It 1s not a curee
(quarry) for the covetous and the 1dle."88 He was afraid to
let loose any force that might possibly harm the state, and
was consequently unfavourably disposed to unrestricted private
enterprise, and lmmense private capltal like that of the
Rothschilds', about which he inserted the following comment:
"It 1s too 5151 and injurious to the people, because private
property 1ncreésea faster than national prosperity.?ag

His program was in fact 1ideal, everyone, from the
poorest to the richest, from the youngest to the oldest was
to benefit from it; and with state supervision there was to

be perfect efficlency.

87l0ad., po 221 881paal, p. 63
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The state was to have an advisory board for the
use of capiltal. This board was to lnvestigate and re-
cord all places and enterprises that needed capital and
the smounts to be pald also.

An advisory center for capital-money is need-

ed in such-and-such a place. In one place there
is no sugar factory; in another there 1is petro-
leum. And this of.lce willl be a clearing house
for the applications of prospectlve borrowers
and investorBeses

He then went on to the construction of citlies and
clty facilitles. He propsed to have a typlcal Jewlsh
style,"expressive of a sense of reliei and liberty,
bright airy halls, supported by pillars,"l alongside
Parisian and Florentine modela.92

There was practically no field wilchHerzl did not

take into account in his discuscion of the state. He goes

as far as considering state aid to “girls who have been

pessed over by suitora:93 and would use these women,

past the age of marriaée, as governesses for the poor and

working clasces, as well as teachers 1n kinderBartens.
Next he indulged his thoughts into the kind of

games that young boys and girls ought and ought not to

play; the kinds ol games sultatle for boys, those sultable

P1p1d., pe 3l 9l1bid., p. 45.
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for girls, and furiher, those suitaile for old men,
-Games of chance wlll not be tolerated.

LI B I A L I O O I I I I T I T T N I T )

Only children and old peoprle will be allowed
to play. However, the games of the children
nust serve thelr phnysical development: running
and ball games, cricket for boys, tennls for
girlse.

The inactive games must be designed to pre=-
pare the future development oi the intellect....
0ld men may play carde, but not for NONEYe.ss
However I sghall permit refined card clubs, but
with no membership under forty years of agee...

94

From games, he moved on to the insurance business
which he considered would be run by the state, and all
ofiicials oil previously private insurance companles would
become state employees. Hie main point of argument for
the nationallsation of the insurance business was the
fact that insuwrance policles were so well tested and
known that there was no more risk involved in the busi=-
ness. Privete enterprise had therefore no right in mak-
ing profits in this field since "the determining factor
for the promotion or impediment 6f a private enterpricse
is the element of risk.fgs

A monopoly on hara liquor as well as tobacco, with
only state licensed shops to sell them would be established.

With regards to these state licensed shops, Herzl proposed

Arp1a., ps 68-69 951b1d., pi 85%
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to have old people, who would otherwise be put in homes
for the aged, to vork in them, as they would thus be doing
Jéomething useful rather than belng coupletely cut off from
lﬁociety. At the same time such shops would glve them "the
:illusion of usefulness"and“keep them fron brooding."g6 In
these tobacco shopse Herzl also wanted to have the néwspapers
1301&, so that in case of abuse on the part of the papers,
"the government would know where to confiscate thenm from.97
In fact Herzl advocated censoring the papers, to keep
them under control and to prevent slander, but he cau=-
tions “draw limits of freedom of the press wlsely;'ga

@he two maln undertakings, which continually—came
back to his mind, were the “assistance par le travail®
(public works) and the purchase of land from the soclety.

The former was to conslst of glving Jjobs requiring
unsgkilled labour to needy persons, so as to allow them to
earn their money honeetly. The range of the Jjobs 1s ex=-
plained:

splitting wood, meking magotius(kindling wood)
guch as is used to start the fire in kitchen .

stoves in Paris households. It is a sort of

prison labor bafore.,gge crime,i.e. one that
is not dishonorable.

P
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The latter, the land purchase, was to be dcne,
according to Herzl, by secret agents of the scolety be=-
for the establisiment ol the state. The land would then
be sold to the Jews after the establishment of the state.
However, the purchaser was to be allowed to sell the land
back ornly to the soclety or the state (if in the meantime
it had beem established) with compensation Ior any im-
provements made.
The voluntary expropriation will be accompll-
shed througn our secret agentiseses

We shall sell then only to JewsSeess

.eswe must safeguard each of our sales of im-
movables through an option of re-purchase on the
part of the company. This 1s 1 the owner wants
to sell the property, we shall have the right to
buy it back at our original sale price. However,
we shall add a compensation, to be fixed by a

board of efssrts for any improvements that have
been made.

In other w ords, Herzl built in his lmaglnation a
concept oi the state that resembled very much a large man=
agerial enterprise, a large Joint-stock company, with
hingelf as the manager. It seems that he himself real=-
1sed this resemblance and was even afrald of belng
labeled 'manager', and therefore chose to give himself
or the ruler the title of Chancellor. This, he thought,
would distract the attentlon of people from the managerial

1001114, , p. 894
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nature of his functions. "To avoild being called
a 'manager' in England, w hich sounds too commercial, I
shall perhaps have the title of Chancellor.":o%
Herzl accused Baron de Hirsch of being a soclalist,
In later years he continually emphaslsed to the German
Keiger that an independent Jewilsh state would hit a hard
blow at socialism. The Jews, he argued, were potentlal
victime of soclalism, but would once and for all abandon
gocialism for Zionism. Yet he was now himseli advocatling
an unmistakable variant oi soclallsm using typlcally
socialistic terms to Justify himself's
I shall be reproached with practicing state
soclalism-no reproach, even if 1t were true,
provided the state aims at the right things.
That is, not the advantage of one group or
caste, but the gradual ascent ol everyone
to the distant lofty goale of manklnd.
But only the narrow minded and the malev-

olent can overlook the fact that I want to
make t&gaindividual iree, great, rich, and

happye.
such were the unceneored, unrestricted, and uninhib-

1ted thoughts that Herzl entertalned in this early period
of his conversion. They were not, however, nonsengical

or even unrealistic to Herzl. They should perhaps not

be taken to mean the -lack of reallism on the part of Herzl,

1011pid., pe 4T 1021134, , Pa 99+
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for he claims to have deliberately allowed himself to be
carried away by his thoughts in order not to be limited
in any possible way. For the more varied the thoughts, the
larger the cholce. He knew that 1f he exerclsed self-crit-
icism, he would check the general development of his

thoughts.

Much in these notes will seem ludlecrus, exag=-
gerated, crazys But if I had exercilsed self=-
criticlism, as I do in my literary work my ldeas
would have been stunted.

However, the glgantic serves the puriose bet-
ter than the dwarfed, because anyone can do the
triming easily enough.

Artiste will understand why I otherwlse of
rather clear intelligence, have let exaggera-
tions and dreams proliferate among my practl-
cal, political, and legislative ldeas, as
green grass sprouts among cobble stones. I
could not permit myself to be forced into the
stralt-Jacket of sober facts. Thls wild intoxX=-
ication has been necessary.

Yot artists will understand this fully. But
there are so few artists.l03

F. Coordination and Consolldatlon of Thoughts
Having set down on paper all that croesed his mind

concerning the Jewlsh state, Herzl began to organise these
thoughts in such a way as to remder them intelligible. His
next step was to apprgach the Rothschillds with his compldQ
ted plan. In the Rothschilds he hoped to find the pat=

rons for the movement. Having, however, had an experilence

103:béd¢’ p. 75"76.
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with Baron de Hirsch, and having realised and understood
the spirit and hesitancy on the part of men of such
wealth, Herzl had drawn up a plan according to which he
would aprroach the "Midget Milllonaires" if the Roth-
schillds (Glant Hillionairea) failed him., But if these
latter falled him too, he would proeseed to the “3rd stage®
which would be an aprroach to the Mlittle peoplé? throush‘
Wyide publicity®. But "if 1t comes to tils stage, the first
two will rue the day."104

It was thereforé in preparatlion for his first stage
that Herzl spent many days and nights to bring together
into an harmonious and 1ntelligibl§ form, his ideas. The
person he chose for this task of presentatlon was Doctor
Gudemann wiio was chief Rabbl of the Viennese communityslos

For your {irst mlselon dear Dr. Gudemann,

willl be read this speech to Albert Roth-

schild 100 |, Don't ga¥e 1t to him to read;.
you read 1t to him.

1041p1a., po 44 | 1051p1d., V, 1732.

losﬁothachild, Baron Albert Salomon Von (1844-1911).
Head of the Austrian branch of the benking house of Roth=-
sohild, Had a country-estate at Gaming-Waldhofen, near
Vienna.

107me gomplete Diaries of Theodor Hergl, op. clt.
1, 111, ; | VI




Once again Herzl commenced with references to the
immense wealth of certain Jews, which would 1lnevitably be
destroyed or confiscated or somehow demollshed so long
as they were in forelgn lands.

In one oi the countries, probably France,
there will come a soclal revolutlon whose
first victins will needs be the big bankers
and the Jews.

..."Co.o-n..n.ooo-ll.-'lo.-ooulll.-t---..l...‘.

In Russia there will simply be a conflsca=-
tion from above. In Germany they willl make
emergency laws as soon asg the Kalser can
no longer manage the Reichstag. In Austrila
people will let themselves be intimidated
by the V}sguese rabble and deliver up the
JEVWBae s

Therefore, wrote Herzl in his "Address", the solution
lay in the repetitlion of an old manoeuvre, but in a more
refined manner, which was an exodus from "Mitzrain" (Egypt),
indirectly meaning & return to a Jewlsh homeland.

Is there no salvailon?

Oh yes, gentlemen, there is one, one that has
exlsted befores. It will be necessary to repeat:
a very old, very famous, Very proven manoeuvre,

vesthis simple manoeuvre is the exodus from

Mitzrainel09
He then went into the actual rlan, There was to be

constituted a soclety called the Socilety of Jews, which

was to operate in the name of the Jews and organise the

108:114., pe 132. 1091114, ,
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leadership. Then there was to be a meetling ol geographers
to determine a suitable territory for the Jews to emlgrate
to. Once again he made 1t clear that he was not sure as

to where the Jews would have to go as 1t was a purely
scientific matter, but he expressed his unprejudlced state
of mind for or against elther Palestine or Argentina.

But on principle i am neilther agalnst Palestine
nor for Argentina,ll0

liext he moved to the actual purchasing of the land,
which was to be carried out by speclal negotlators who were
to conclude treaties concerning the immlgration into the
chosen countries. These treatles would covers "reception,
transit, guarantees for internal and external beaoe&f

Upon the conclusion of the treajles with the ﬁést to
be country, the Soclety of Jews was to begln negotiations
with the varilous home countriles concerning the mass movement
outwards of the Jews. Herzl envlsaged posslble difficulties
with Russia. But he saw the solutlon of these 1n the financlal
compensation of the Russian government by the Rothschllds.

The Sosiety of Jews will start operations by

making treatles of removal with the sovarnmgntg,

L g . | ¥
LI IR ow-.tﬁuh-nﬁp-hﬁomoc..o..c0000..'00-.&000-'.’0'

The moment may concelvably come in which the
Russian government begins to view the departure

M8, wass gl o 1
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of so many people with dlspleasure. At that
point your credlt poliey will have to come
to the rescucsessIt will be an easy matter
to keep the Russian government 1n1izgood
mood until our last man has gone.

He then went into some of his social measures, such
as the seven working hours a day, "L'asslstance par le
travail® (public works), and uniform workers' building bulld-
ings to be undertaken by the government, in the Jewish state.

Oour principle of constructlon will be that we
ourselves shall undertake the bullding of workers'
Awellingse«s.Our workmen's houses must a uniform -
appearance L00jsess - S -
od...oom‘oo-s.mm..-..doiddﬁf‘iﬁodtdo&-dddo..od&‘

The seven hour working daye I choose the number
seven because 1t 1s connected with age-old asso-
ciations of the Jewish people, and because 1t nakes
possible fourteen general worklng hoursSesse

* i

=
ocoof.o.o-.ooo.ca-ooi&ooosoo.odbbﬁposoad‘;d&cJ&o

As for L'assistance par le travall: this assls-

tanceconsists in, every needy person belng glven
unskilled laborsesdeill

And as he made clear to de Hirsch, so he did to the
Rothschilds that they were absolutely dlspensable to the
novement, but that i1t "would be to your advantage to go

-

along with us.‘_'_ll4

The movaﬁent will be born the moment I impart
my idea to the world. You are rich enough, gentle-
men, to further this plan; you are not rich enough

to prevent 1t. Thil?eason is remarkably simple: I
cannot be bought.ltd

e, g 136
114:§;§.. De 140, 115;;;@;, p. 141,



He then assures the Rothschilds of the favourable
response of the masses, because of his (Herzl's) own method
of not buylng people, but encouraging and inducing theme.

Let us say that Hirsch. and I want to assenmble a

crowd of people on the plain of LongchampSess«By
promising them ten francse each, Hirsch will, for
200,000 francs, bring out 20,000 perspliring miserable
people who will curse him for having inilicted this
drudgery on thems I, on the other hand shall offer
the 200,000 francs as & prize for the swiltest race
horse, and then I shall put up barriers to keep

the people off the Longchamps course. Those who

want to get in have to pay: 1 franc, 5 francs, 20
francs.

The upshot will be that I get half a milllon
people out therejes.sAnd for my 200,000 francs I
ggiiingazgxz:fgfsin a million in admisgsione and
He wrote of the nationalisation of the stock exchange
markets; the end of private philanthropy which according to
him bred beggars; and the introduction of state Iree charity
headquarters; the collectlon of taxes as informal levelers
of the poor and the rich.117
He once agaln warned the Rothschllds of the menace
of their wealth to the European countriles, and ite con=
gsequent arousal of 1ll feelings; and told them of his plan
for their wealth. He distinguished between their funds and
their eredit. A part of the former was to left in Europe,

frozen in the form of castles and palaces to which they

Wi, po 155 7w, w 158360,
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could go on holldays; another part would be naturally
distributed through marriages, and ordinary waste; the
rest would be spent in settlng the example of starting
beautiful art collectlons, erecting fine buildings and
making big gardens. As for the credity™the dangerous inter-
national power" of the Rothschilds' wéélth. it was to be
taken over for the benefit of the Society of Jewe.lla

He then expounded his ideas on the constitutlon.
He favoured monarchy because of 1is stabllity, but ruled
1t out because the Jews would be unable to resume thelr
ancient institution. He ruled out democracy, because the
Jews lacked political virtue. "La resort d'une democratie est
la vertu, (the concern of a demoeracy 1s virtue) said wise
MontesquleussssI have no faith in the political virtue of our
peopldﬁﬁﬂ%’lﬁgﬂia cholce was the aristocratic republic, on
the model of the Republic of Venlce. "Politics must work
from the top down. Therefore I an thiﬁking of an aristocratic
republlo..r.“lao Furthermore he proposed the use of brute

 J

force upon tﬂose who would refuse to accept this form by

friendly persuaslones

our people to wliom we are presenting the new
country will also gratefully accept the new

-------

1191p14., ps 1704
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constitution that we glve it. But wherever
opposition may appear, we shall break it down.
Everywhere we shall 1ry it with friendly per-
suasion, but 1f_need be we shall push 1t through
by brute Iforce.

In connection with constitutions, he made mention of
their lack of a common language. He did not see any diiflculty
in that lack; rather, he suggested a federated state like

that of Switzerland, where people could keep thelr national

languagess

We camnot converse ln Hebrev. But 1t 1s really
a very simple matters Everone retains his languagde

8o let everyone keep his acquired natlonallty
and speak the language which has become the beloved
homeland of his thoughts. Switzerland offerse visible
proof that_a federated state of different nationallitles

can exist 0122
Towards the end of the address, made 1t clear to the

Rothschilds, once agaln, that in case of their refusal, he
would go to the "Midget Millionaires" and upon their refusal

-

to the people at‘larsa.

In any case, even 1f those of moderate wealth
refuse, this will not finish. the matter. Nol
then it will begin in earmest, for I shall take 1%
to the Jewlsh people and the whole worlde I shall
publish this address, ineluding all the steps I
have taken 1in igg matter and the reactions that I
have recelved.

He concluded his address by restating his thesis, that

B M ;
1231334, , ppe 176-1TTe



4

anti-Semetism increased everyday because the real causes,
ﬁnassimilability, and the increasing number of middle class
Jews, could not be removed. The solution was the establishment
of a Jewlsh states This, Dby attracting Jews, would decrease
their numbers in the Ewropean countries, removing the cause

of anti-Semetlsm.

The causa remota (indlrect cause) 1s the loss
of our assimilabllity which dates from the middle

agess
The causa proxima (immediate cause) 1s our over
production o{aiverage minds who cannot sink and

cannot rise.

Nol.gentlemen, it 1s the immediate solutlone
I shall stgg antl-Semetism instantly all over
the worldet23

Having'ﬁfiiﬁén his address to the Rothschilds, Herzl
tried to find the best means to reach them. He thought of
Rabbi Gudemann. The latter showed some hesitatlon at first
but finally agreed to meet Herzl in Munich together with
Meyer Cohn, a German Jewlsh banker and member of the Hoveve
7ion, to discuss the address, before presenting it to the

Rothschildse. 126 .

Herzl had asked for Meyer Cohn because he felt that

125,
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a flnancler should accoupany Dr. Gudemann for the Presen=-
tation of the address to the Rothschilds. The Rabbi and

the banker together could argue in defense of the Plan on
both spiritual and economic grounds, so that the blan would
not appear to be a mere emotional and irrational outburst,

However, you will not want to come all by
yourself, but with a capable, serious minded
man who can supplement your statements fron
other aspects. You see at Caux I shall need
one spiritual and one worldly Jew.
...I.....‘C.l.l'.".l....l‘..-'..."l".'.... L

The second gentleman should be a businessman,
He too, must take a report to Caux, to cover the
following: an approximate description of how Jews
earn a 1living in the above mentioned countries;
the distrlibution of propertyj;in what countrifs
the Jews own a lot of immovable Propertye..seLt27

Herzl, however, was prepared for a disappo intment
from the Rothschilds, and had already prepared his next
step 1n the event of such a let-down.

If I do not succeed in winning over the R's
(Rotheechilds) or the Midget Millionaires, I.
shall publish the entire plan in book form,
The SoXution of the Jewlsh Questione.se

In my book, the Solution, etc. I shall tell
about all my steps, from Hirsch via Rothschild
to the Midget Millionalres.

Preface: They came to Rothschild with the
electric light, too. ~°2§1d not understand
what 1t was all abouts

The meeting between Dr's Gudemann, Meyer Cohn, and

1271p1d., p. 79. 1281b3d., p. TA.
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Herzl finally took place 1ln Munich. Herzl read the address
to the Rothschilds,., Dr, Gudemann was captivated by the
idea; Meyer Cohn was skteptical. The concluslon, however,
was that Herzl should not send the address to the Roth=-
schilds, "“who are mean, despicable agolsts?,129‘and
should instead publish it. "perhaps so we thought, the
stimulus will take eflect and lead to the creatlon of a
great movement."1%0
of course; I am of the oplnion that I would
spoll the plan by making 1t public, but I have
to comply. I can't carry it out all by myselils
T must belleve Gudemann and Cohn when they tell
me that the 'big Jews' willl have nothing to do
with 1t.131 . )
pefore he reached the third stage of his plan of
approach, Herzl experienced the reserve and hesltancy of
the "Midget Millionalres® as well. In Vienna, Paris, and
London, rich and notable-men, such as Zadoc Kahn, Gutmann,
Dessauer, Singer, Joseph Jacobs, Rabbl Adler, Asher lNyers
and other men of financial and spiritual wealth, showed
extreme care not to commlt themselves before the Roth=
schilds did.132
This wae the last straw; on his return from London,

via Paris, to Vienna, Herzl contacted a Jewish publisher,

| ———
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Cronbach, in Berlin, for the publication of his address,
as he then thought of it, to the Jews. But Cronbach
refused on the grounds that it ran "counter to his
views."133 Herzl next tried another publishing house,
Duncker and Humboldtj; they too, would have nothing to do
with 1it.

He was flinally able to win over Breltenstein, a
third publisher, with whom he slgned a contract for the
publication of his address under the title of "Der Juden-
staat"™ (The Jewish State).Thls was the mntry in his diary

on this dccasion:
Signed a contract with the publisher Brelten-
stelin.
He was enthusiastic when I read him a few pas-
sages from the text which I finished at last af=-
ter long toill. EBEaVe changed the title to Der
Judenstaateses
Herzl had reached the peak of the development of his
1dea of the Jewlsh state, in "Der Judenstaat."™ He was con-
vineed that the Jewish question existed; that it had ex-
1sted since the Mlddle Ages, and that 1t had been carried
over from the Middle Ages. "C'est un morceau de moyen age

egare en notre temps. 35

He was also oon;inced that the only adequate sol=-

ution lay in a politlcal one.

1331pid., pe 285. 1341514, ps 286.
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La question Julve existe partout ou les Juifs
vivent en nombre tout goit peu considerable. La
ou elle n'exlstalt pas. Elle est importee par
les imnigrants Juifs.

lious allons naturellement la ou l'on ne nous
persecute pas, et la encore la persecution est
la consequence de notre apparition. Meme dans
les pays de clvilisation avancee- la France en
est la preuve-~ aussl longtemps que la guestion
Julve ne sera pas resolue polltiquement.13

Anti-Semitism, Herzl concluded, was lnevitable as
long as Jews lived among Gentlles who considered them a
foreign element., He saw anti-Semltlsm on a new scale, no
more based merely on sentimental grounds but on econcmie
and political, and quite ironlcally, as the result of
emanclpation,
L'anti-Semitismed'aujourd'hul ne doit pas etre
confondu avec la lalne religieuse qu'on voulait
aux Julves autrefols, beln que, dans.certeins
pays, 1L alt encore actuellement une couleur
confessionelle, La caractere du grand mouvement
anti-Julf de l'heure presente est autre.Dans
les principaux-pays de l'anti-Semitlisme, celui-

13611')1(1.’ Ple 11'8"490
Tr. The Jewish questlon exlsis, where Jews lilve,

no matter how few their numbers. Where the Jewish questlon
does not exist, 1t is brought over by Jewlsh immigrants.
Naturally, we go where we are not persecuted, and there
again persecution begins with our appearance. This 1s
true and will remain true, everywhere, even in the most
civilised countries~France 1s proof-as long as the Jew-
ish question 1s not solved politlecally.
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cl est la consequence de l'emancipatlion des
Juives.137 ;

Herzl argued that emancipation came too late; too
late in the sense that with the prolonged state of af=-
fairs in the ghetto, the Jewe had turned into a mlddle
class people. "Par un lent developpement, nous nous etlons,
peu a peu, transforme en classe moyeune dans le ghetto.'138
Hence it was as a middle class people that they were 11b-
erated. This sudden emancipation of a developed middle
class people, meant a sudden change in the balance of
society. The Christlan European middle class felt a tre-
mendous pressure of competltlion; a competition which they
highly resented. This state of affalre, legally brought
about, could not have been undone, not only because 1t
would not be in harmony with "la consclence moderne", but
also because 1t would mean the mass conversion of Jéwry

into socilalism and revolutlonary partiesal39

137

b dc, Pe 81.

Tr, Present day anti-Semitism must not be confu=-

sed with religlous hostillity dlrected agalnst the Jews 1in

other countries; even though in some countries 1t 1s still
the case. The nature of thils antiSjewish movement is qulte
different. In the major anti-Semlitic countries, the cause

of thiis anti-Semitism has been the emancipation of the

Jews.

1380140 : 1391p14., p. 81-82¢



This inabllity to annul such lawe, and the conse-
quent obligation to live on legally equal standing with
the Jews only accentuated Jew=hatred.

Herzl criticisdd the ldea of takling Jews into far-
away lands to make farmers out of them as a solution.

He consldered such attenpis as gross mlstakes, because he
bellieved that peasants and peasaniry belonged to an hist-
oric past, and were no longer vital, as a result of the
introduction of machines. In fact he looked ahead to the
day when agriculture would ltseli be mechanlzed. And he
thought 1t foollsh to make a peasant of a Jew right when
industry and the machlne age were flourishing}14° "Le pay-
san est done un type destine a disparaitre;ﬂl41

It 1s clear that Herzl was no more to‘compromise
or tolerate anything less or 1ln any way dlfferent irom a
Jewish state with all the characteristlcs of a state. As-
gimllation was no more a posslibility for he reached the
conclusion that the Jews, besldes refusing assimllatlon,

were in fact unable to do so, and furthermore ought not to

1401b1ds s Do 78-794

re %ﬁa 5eaeant i1s then a type destined to dis-

appearas
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do 80. "..e.mals la personalite du peuple Julf ne veut pas,

ne peut pas et ne doit pas disparaitre.fl42 He was fully
convinced that the idea of the Jewish State was strong enough
to move a people from one country to another, and could be
realised if enough Jews were gripped by the idea. On the
other hand it would be foolish for one man alone to attempt

143

the enormous task, no one, he belleved, was strong enough

or even rich enough to be able to cope with ite. "Personne

n'est ascez fort ou assez riche pour deplacer un‘peuple d'un

l1ieu d'habitation et le transferer dans un aut.re."!l44 He was

very pfobably refering to de Hirsch and Edmond Rothechild,

as they were both involved in colonisation on a large scale.

I, however, the Jews were receptive to the idea, 1t was

quite feas@ble he thoughts For those, who wanted the state,

would have ite "Les Julfs qui le veulent auront leur etat#ﬁﬁé!lAs
Herzl had in fact reached the point where he saw the ‘

Jewish state to be a "world necessity" not Just a Jewish need.

~ : 146
"I'etat Julf est un Dbesoln du mondes donc il se constituere."

- -

The first step towards its realisation, according to

142 M3rp1a., pe 39.

145 - -
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146, 1 :
Ibide, Pe 39
Tgf-TﬁapJewish-state is a world necesslty, and

therefore it will be established.
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Herzl was the procurement of a plece of land in harmony with
the lawful needs of a people. He thought it to be in the
interest of countries where anti-Semitism flourished,to give them
a land, The second step was the creation of the various
organs that would put the ldea of the state into practice.
There were to be two organs, "The Soclety of Jews", and "The
Jewish Company™. The former was to be the political represen-
tative of the ﬁeople and was to be concerned with the political
agpects of the task; the latter was to be in charge of the
technicalities of the plan. It was to be concerned with the
problems involved in the movement of a people, such as the
gales of immovable property, the transportation of the people
with their belonglngs and the economic and financlal probleus
involved in thelr re-establishment in the new land.

In other words, what the Soclety of Jews achlewved in
the fleld of politics, the Jewlsh Company was to lmplement.

Moreover, The Soclety of Jews was consldered the prime
mover of the movement, 1t was to be the "Gestor" (Negotierum
Gestlo). It was to take the initlative and direct Jewish.
destiny: "The Soclety of Jews 1s the new Noses of the Jews."
e envisaged this exodus to be similar in "melody" to that of
the exodus from Pharaoh's Egypt, but with "infinitely more
violins, more flutes, more harps, etce with electric lights,



with decorations, with a choir and the best of slngers.‘147

Herein lies the maln point of the development of ﬁerzl's
1dea of the Jewlsh state fromits first conception in hie
mind to the writing of ™Der Judenstaat™., In the former perlod
he himself was the "Gestor®™: "In the state there is 'Negotiorum
Gestlo" thus I conduct the aflalrs of the Jews without their
mandaté, but I become responsible to them for what I do."
In the latter period the Soclety of Jews was to be the "Gestor™:
"La Soclety of Jews est le nouveau Holse des Julfs. L'entreprise
du grand vieux Gestor des Juifs....!148 -

In addltlon, another developmént was that of the Jewlsh
Company, which was included in "Der Judenstaat", but mot, in
the address to the Rothsohilds.- -

These two developments are extremely significant, especlally
in the light of onme of his statements earlier in the book.

Quant a mol, Je consldere ma yigge comme achevee
par la publicatlion de cet ecrit.

If the movement was to become & permanent one, one that
would outlive its founder 1t would have to Dbe founded upon
permanent factorse. Hence hils prescription of the Soclety of

Jews and Jewlsh Companye

7Ides| Pe 200. i ; m.
1491‘2;-2‘"0 s De 39 l
Tr. Ac Tar as I am concerned, I consider my task
accomplished with the publication of thls book.



CHAPTER VI
PRELUDE TO ALTERNATIVE SCHEMES

The publication of MDer Judenstaat™ was a landmark,
in the sense that 1t drew-a line of demafcation in the
nature of the development of Herzl's idea of the Jewlsh
state. ;s

The period preceding and up to the publication was
a development of a mental attltude climaxing in his pres-
eription, the Jewish state, and the political steps nec=
essary to achelve it.But the period succeedling the pub=
11cation of "Der Judenstaat" was one of a development of
a motor attiiude. In other ﬁords, the former development
had to do with the actual ides and its development in
Herzl's mind to the idea of a Jewlsh state; the latter
develapment had to do with the implementation oi the 1dea,
when the theory was ready for practical aprlication.

Tn the Jewlsh state, Herzl mentloned the possibll=
1tles of Argentina, and Palestine. In the latter's favour
was what he called the tlesend:, but as he embarﬁed upon
the realisation of hls 1deas he became aware that the

"legend" was not to be taken lightly. He soon reallsed,

- -
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through hls contacts, that the attachment to Palestlne
was much stronger than he had thought 1t was.

Moreover, circumstances were guch that he saw that
the most appropriate land and the most posslble to acquilre,
wae Palestine. The Ottoman Empire that could crumble any
moment was kept alive by the Jealousies ol the European
powers who preferred to have a Sultan reign over that
immense orea, however inefflclently, than let one or another
of themselves snatch the area, Furthermore, the Sultan,
who was unable politically and financially to cope with his
empire, was continually under heavy debt, and lived in fear
of disintegration, which caused a contlnual crisis in Eure
opean politilcse

Herzl had, on a previous occaslon, expressed the pog=
sibility of a Jewlsh galn from & possible partition of the

Turkish Empire.

Ferment in Turkey. Should the oriental quest
be broached and solved by a partltlon of Twr-
key, at the European Congress, we could pos=-
sibly get a plece of neutral landlgaike Bel~-
glum, Switzerland) for ourselves.

Later, Herzl was again alert to the poseibllity of
capitalising on the eituation in Turkey. His intentlons

were to obtain a charter over Palestine for Jewlish colonisation.

15°gge gomplete Diaries of Theodor Herzl, OPe el
I, 269 - -- : s
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He proceeded to let the Sultan feel that a Jewlsh auton-
omous state under Ottoman suzerainty would be proiitable
to Turkey, as the Jews would then undertake to pay for the
furkish public debt and regaln for the Sultan hils Tinancial
independence irom Europe.

But since that publication the neo-Jewlsh

movement has taken on an entirely difflerent
compexion, and it had becone practical and
practicable. We take clrcunstances into con-
sideration, we want to conduct ourselves well
politically, sincerely and efficlently.

Here 1s the sltuation in o few words: if

H.M. the Sultan grants us the conditions in-
dispensable for the setilement ol our people
in Palestine, we will gradually introduce or-
der and g{osperity into the finances of the
emplre.l

It was with this appralsal of Palestine as the slte
for the Jewish etate and of the circumstances the Sultan
was in, that Herzl devoted his time and energy to the
implementation of his solutlon of the Jewish problem.

The publication of "Der Judensteat™ caused a very
great stirj many pralsed it, others scofied at 1t, but
whether it was pralsed or scoffed at, the book brought the
Jewish question to the public and caused public discusslon.
With the popularisation of the idea, many invaluable con=

tacts were created between Herzl and sympathisers.

wl:bldo, II, Do Swo
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one such contact was Newlinski, who in the service of the

Austrian foreign ministry, was put 1ln charge of the political

department of the Austro-Hungarien Embassy 1n constantinople.

followlng the coronatlon of Abdul Hemid II, (1876) he geined

the new Sultan's friendship. In 1879, on accounts of large

debts, he had to leave the diplomatic gservice.

Hig good relatlons, however, with the Sublime Port continued

and put him in a position to be of help to Herzl in estab-

lishing contacts for him in COnstantinople.ls2
Herzl's devotion to the acqulisition of Palestine was

so serilous ihat without hesitatlion, he endorsed the adoption,

in the first Zlonist Congress, whlch took place in Basle,

of the officlal program oi the Zlonist Movement: "Zionism

seeks to secure for the Jewlish people a publlcly fecognised,
153
n

legally secured home(or homeland) in Falestlne.ss.
With Palestine in mind, Herzl set out to obtain inter-
natlonal adherence to his plan. His intentlons were as stated
above, to compensate the Turkish government by assuming the
responsibility of providing for its financial needs, in
return for Palestlne.
His firet attempt to meet the Sultan in Constantinople,

through Newlinski, was not very successful, but encouwraglng

%o, v, 2805,  153g10n, ops clt., Ds 239.
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and useful in the sense that it leit the door open for future
possibilities, for although the Sultan had reiused even to
conslder the matter, he was willlng to recelve Herzl, on
condition that the latter be of service to him.
In the evening Newlinskl returned from Yil-
diz Kiosk with a long face and bad newsesssand told

me in two words: Nothing doing. The great lord won't
hear of 1tid
......G.OQDOOQOOOOOOOQ..OIO....‘.l......'.....‘.'...
The Sulten saids 'If mr. Herzl 1s as much your
friend as you are-mine, then aigkse him not to take
another step in this matter.'s

Oon the other hand he could and would recelve Tg
as a friend after I had rendered him a service. 5

Herzl then tried to approach the Sultan and exert indirect
pressure upon hime Thus he attempted to meet the German Kalser
and have himspeak Tor the Jewlsh cause to the Sultan. This he
was able to achleve bthrough Hechler and the Grand Duke of
Baden. The first meeting between the Kelser and Herzl took
place in constantinople, while the Kalser was on a state
tour of the Ottoman Empire. The Kalser appeared well disposed
to the ldea of a Jewlsh state and expressed himself favourably.
In fact he went as far as telling Herzl that the Sultan would
listen to his sussestiona.lSG Herzl expounded to the Kalser
his plans for the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestline,
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to which the Kalser llstened attentively and then asked what
1t was, precilsely, that he was to ask of the Sultan, to
which Herzl answered in three words, ") chartered company."157

He met the Kalser once more in Jerusalem while the Kalser
was on a tour of Palestine,158 put nothing resulted from thelr
conversations. Herzl nimself never knew whether the Kalser
mentioned himto the Sultan at all.

In the meantime, the 7zionist Congress had met once and
and the third congress was about to be held. liothing really
concrete had yet been achleved. The chartered company was not
granted; the bank with which Herzl planned to finance the
cause and which was to take the place of the glant millionaires'
contributions, was not coming off very gsuccessiully. Herzl's '
depression can well be surmised from the followlng 1nsert16n
in his dlary on the 29th of December, 1988

The conditlon of our cause 1s now a desperate one;

T can't decelve ayself on that score. After the greatl
guccess of the Palestine Jjourney, the insufficlencyof
::zaztggigg;iggpln.and financial forces is an absolute

A few days later, Herzl was even more desperate.

Everything bogged down. Something has to happeni
I have decided to request an audience with the Czar

167008 T X0pagl, o8 A3
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via Bertha wvon Suttner.lso

In such desperation he wrote a letter to Bertha von
guttner who had contacts in the Russian court, asking her
to secure an audlence for him with the Czar.

My Dear Baronesse _
‘."‘...'l...'.ll..........'..'...‘...'-..'..-I.‘

It would be of the greatest ilumportance for
the Zionist movement 1 I informed the Czar
about the purposes and aims o. the movementeess

Count Muraviev is sald to have expressed
himself favourably about our cause. You have
contact with him, and my request 1s that you
write him a letter tellling him wio I anm gﬁd
what I want the requested asudience foret

At the same time Herzl thought of asking the Grand
puke oi Baden to secure another audlence with the Kalser.
From the Kalser he hoped to get an introduction to the
CZar;lsg

His efforis were fruitless; Dertha von Suttiner,
during a dinner, informed Herzl that a meeting with the
czar was out of the question.163

His attempts at a second audience with the Kalser

bore no frult either; he recelved a refusal on account

of lack of time.164

1601p1d., p. 782,
Ber von Suttner, was born Gountess Kinqky in

Prague, married Baron Arthur Gundaccar von Sutiner. She
was co-founder with her husband and others, of The Vien-—
nese Soclety to Combat Anti-Semitism, and wrote many books
and articles champlonling paclilsm.
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The Third Zionist Congress took rlace on August 17,

1899, and according to Herzl's dlaries, 1t ran Msmooths
1y".165 ‘ ]

-

A third atteupt for an audlence with the Czar also
falled. Before the Congress, Herzl had met the Grand
Duke of Baden, and had asked him to secure an audience
with the Czar. The result was once again in the negative.
The Grand Duke informed Herzl of the Czar's refusal.
Received a-finecholograph letter Irém the Grand
Duke.
He writes that he discussed my request with the
Czar at Baden-Baden and at Wolfsgarten.... But he
did not want to express himself about my audlence
until Wolfsgerten- when the Grand Duke brought 1t
up agaln at Wolfsgarten, he could tell th@i6gur-
avieve...nad used his influence agalnst it.
Meanwhile, Herzl's attention was attracted by a cer-
tain Trietsch,L67 who was spreading successful propaganda
in Rumanidy, for Cyprus as the site for the Jewlsh state.

Herzl thought of it as a "sensible™ proposition, but he

= -3

166

1651114, p. 8624 Ibids, pe 887.
167Trietsch, pavis (1870-1935). German Jewlsh writer
and zionist. Joined the Zlonlst movement and took part in
the First Congress. He oprosed Herzl's political Zlonism
and advocated instead immediate colonisatlon in a “greater
Palestine™ which w ould include Cyprus and El-Arish.

-
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resolved not to back i1t Tor the sake of the Hoveve Zion,
which was devoted to Palestlne at all costs and would not
consider another locabtlon under any circumstances.lsa
In fact, however, Herzl had himself begun to con-
glder Cyprus as an alternative territory. And in a letter
to liuri Bey, the Turkish Chlef Secretary of Foreign Af=-
fairs, he expressed that possibility.
Until the next congress I wlll stlll be master
of the situatlon, but ii I have nothing to show
up to that ggme, our plans fall into the water
of Cyprus.t
Herzl had, in fact, decided to prepare the Cyprus
project, talk to the English government, and convince the
congrese to consider Cyprus, at least temporarily, in
case he failled to make headway with Turkey over Palestine
by the Fourth Congress.
I forsee the next developments llke this:
If by the Forth Congress I have not made any
headway with the Turklish government, I shall

prepare the Cyprus proJject...go to London,
speak with Sallsbury, and induce thgTSOngresa

to go to Cyprus for the tlme belng.

The Fourth Congress took place on August 14, 1900,

No headway with Turkey was acheived, although Herzl had,
on a number of occaslons, tried to reach the Sultan. He

had tried to meet Salisbury of England, and had falled

168
III, 882.
1691p1d., p. 884 1701bidg., pe 885.
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there alsos

A dear letter from Austine. Lord Salisbury has
regretfully refused on account o. the war vor-
ries. He cannot recelve me now.

Herzl, however, had at last arranged through Crespl,
an agent of hils in Constantinople, to meet the Sultan,
on May 19, 1901, he went to the palace and was recelved by
the Sultan. Thelr conversatlon was about the beneflts the
Jews could bestow on the Sultan and his emplre, especlally
in helping the Sultan rid himself of the burden of the

public debte.
The following is an extraect oi what Herzl told the

Sultans

The thorn as I see it is your dette publique
(public debt). If that could be removed, Turkey
would be able to unfold afresh its vitality....
...t.......'....t.l..l-..'.l.ll...i..--.cn..‘...

All thils beautiful country needs 1s the lndust-
rial skill of our people. The Europeans who usually
ly come here enrich themselves quickly and then
rush ofi{ with their spolls. An entrpreneur should
certainly make a respectable and honest profit,
but after that he ought to remain1+3 the country
where he has acquired his wealth.

The communication between the Sultan and Herzl con-
tinued after thelr first face-to-face meeting, through
intermediaries. The subject was, of course, the Turkish

public debt, Herzl's solution to it, and the Jewlsh question.

- S
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In the final analysis, the view of the Turkish
government was that those Jews who would enter the Ott-
oman Empire, would have to become Turkish citlzens, and
if need be, serve in the army. Horeover, they would not
be allowed to settle in communities, all in one area, but
would have to be scattered all over the emplre.

For another thing, colonlzatlon nust not take

place in masges. Instead, let us say, five fam-
ilies here %9% five there-scattered without
connectlon.

Herzl on his part, although inwardly he could not
even think of such & thing, expressed agreement. He argued,
however, to the representative of the Sultan, that a scat=-
tered inflow ol Jews would not be bpeneilcilal to the Tur-
kish government. He therefore propaosed that a land com=
pany be formed and an uncultivated area granted to 1it,
on which the new-comers would settle, cultivate the land,
and pay taxes. And that an advance payment could be made
on the prospective profits of the company. Herzl, was, in
other words, talklng of his chartered company ior Palestine,
but without the actual word 'charter's

Surely there 1s land eﬁough in Palestine which

could be used for Such a purpose. If thls land

company, wihlch would no doubt have to be an ot-
toman corbératlon, were glven a'sultable fii

1731b1des Pe 11350
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concession, 1t could make the land arable,
settle people, and pay taxes. And on the pro-
spective income of thie land company, mgney
could perhaps be borrowed in advance.l?

This plan was communicated to the Sultan.

Herzl had also propsed a means of paying the public
debt and providing 1% million pounds to cover the nation-
al deficit. This was communicated to the Sultan, who in
answer asked Herzl to return in a month's time with def-
inite propoeals.175 _

The Sultan had shown willingneses to listen, and
interest in the possible success of Herzl'se plan of
restoring Turkey's Iinances. Herzl's next-move, therefore,
was to arouse enéugh interest in the Londen and Paris
Jewe, to finance the project for the Sultane.

The results were once again unfavourable. Edmond
Rothschild refused, and so dld most of the others. Some,
however, promised to help once Herzl had the charter. With
nothing achelved but promlses of help on conditlon the
charter be obtained beforehand, Herzl once agaln started
his contacts with the Sultan, and went to Constantinople

to meet him. The outcome was not any different; the
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Sultan stuck to his prevlious stand of seattering the im=
migrants, with the new addition concerning the exclusion
of Palestine from possible settiling areas. Herzl refused
the offer reiterating his own stand, and expresgselng hope

of possible Tuture negotiationsalTG

1761414, , ppe 1154-1225



CHAPTER VII

ALTERNATIVE SCHEMES

Herzl was determined to direct his attentlon to more
fruitful fields. He selzed the opportunity when he was 1ln-
vited by the British Royal Commisslon for Allen Immigration
to glve evidence as a witness. The purpose of the Commission's
meeting was to dlscuss 1n particular Jewish immigration into
England. He decided to use this opportunity to unfold before
this commlssion his project for a chartered company 1in Gyprus§177

By glving evidence beiore the Royal Commlssion

whose perplexity caused by the horns of a dilemna
T want to bring out: eilther a break with the
glorious principle of free asylum, or leaving the
native working class unprotected. My way out 1ir
they ask for 1t 1s_the creation of a chartered
company in Cyprus.l?

Before he appeared before the Commissipn herzl had a
meeting with Lord Rothschild, head of the English banking
house of Rothsehild and & director of the Bank of England,
who wae the first Jewish Peer,179 They were iu disagreement
ae to how Herzl was to approach the Comnission. Rothschild
feared that Herzl would be too outspoken and cause harm to

the Jewa of England, and Herzl, in effect confirmed Rothschild's

1771pd., IV, 1283 171p1as, po 1284
179 1pid., V, 1847 s
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Tears.
The meetlng, however, was significant because Herzl
won Lord Rothschild over to his schemes for Cyprus,El Arish,
and Sinal, securing a promlise from Rothschilld to arrange an
audience with Joseph Chamberlain, for Herzl. The meeting
took place and Herzl told Chamberlaln of his previous
negotlations wlth other ofiiclals in Europe, and the results
achleved, and of his plans for Cyprus, El Arish, and the SBinai.
Chamberlain, however, as the Colomial Secretery, confessed
that he could only speak about Cyprus, because the rest was
the concern of the Forelgn Offlces He straight forwardly put
Cyprus out of the questlon, as he believed that the Greek and
Moslem populations would resist a Jewlsh inflow, and that the
situation would present a real dif:iculty if the Greek and
Russian governments backed the Greek reeistence.lao
Upon the request of Herzl, Chamberlaln agreed to arrange
a meeting between him and Lord Landsdown, Foreign Minlster, the
same day. Chamberlain, however, warned Herzl not to give
Landsdown the lmpresslon that the Jews would use El Arish
to attempt a "Jameson Rald™ on Palestine, which Herzl had
implied in his discussion with Chamberlain on El Arish and

Sinailsl

180 181
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The meeting between Herzl and Landsdown took place in the
former's office where Herzl explained his plan, to which
Landsdéwn reacted ilavourably and promised to recommend Green=-

182 Herzl's representative, to Lord Cromer.ls3

berg,
The camp&ign for the Sinal was launched, meetings were held
between Cromer, British High Commissioner in Egypt, Butros
Ghall Pasha, Egyptian P.M., Greenberg, and Herzl. An inves-
tigation commisslon was sent to the area to study its sulta-
bilitye. All the reports were at first favourable, and the
problems were not as yet insoluble, Gradually, however, the
Egyptlian government and Cronmer began to be more reserved. They
did not wview very favourably the idea of giving away land.
They ralsed the objectlion thal they were legally under Turkish
Suzeralnty, and therefore could not give away land which did

not legally belong to them and that the Sultan should give
his consent. This objectlion, vas changed: to a blunt refusal,

lBaGreenberg, Leopold Jacob (1861-1931). English Jew.
In nis youth had no interest in Jewlsh affalrs, but, following
Herzl's appearance, was attracted by political Zlonlsm and
became an lnmportant member of the team which helped Herzl
in his political work in England and Egypt. He served as
Herzl's agent in his negotiations in both countries from 1902-
1903, -In 1903-05 conducted negotiations with the Dritish
governmant concerning Ugandae.

ﬁ’ww op.clte,
Iv, 1371



when a governmental investigator reported that the Pelusilan
areals4 would need flve timees as much water as the amount
estimated by the previous investigating party., Whereupon the
Egyptian government issued its refusal on the grounds that 1t

could not alford to provide that amount of water from the
llile without damage to Egyptian agriculture.185

(ne more plan was once agaln a fallure; in despailr
Herzl entered the following in his diary on May 16, 1903.

I thought the Sinal plan was such a sure thing
that I no longer wanted to buy a family wvault in
the Dobllng cemetery where my father 1s provisionally
laid to rest. liow I consider the affalr so wrecked
that I have already been to thg gistrict court
and am acquiring wvault no., 28. 8

With this fallure, however, another hope arose.
18
Besides his plans for Mozambique 7 which he took seriously
for some time, Chamberlain suggested EastAfrica, in the

vicinlity of Uganda, and in fact offered: it.

154Pelusiam; Flain of, or-Pelusiéc ?iain. Marshy plain‘

lying immediately east of the Suez Canal and south of the
Mediterranean sea shore, named alter the ;noient elty of
Pelusium which was located on the sea shore some 25 miles
to the south-east of Port Saild.

185 16
IV, 1376-148
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From Greenberg a long report about his con-

versatlon with Chamberlalin.e..

Chamberlain 1s offering us an area lor col=-

onization large enough for a million souls,
with local eelf-govgrnment, not in Uganda, but
in that vieinity.18

Chamberlain had once before suggested East Africa
to Herzl and Herzl had replied: ®Owr base nust be in or
near Palestine,":89 -

Herzl's desperation about a colomy at this time was
partly due io the lack of concrete achelvements, partly
due to the pressing needs of East European Jewry, especi=-
ally their conditlon in Russia, which Herzl doubted they
could endure much longer; he had expressed that doubt to
Plehwel%0%po you believe that the Jews will be able to

3 191 .
endure this desperate state of afialrs much longer™; ta
it was partly due to the fact that Uganda or 1its vicinity
was being offered by the British government, whereas Pal-
estine was only a hope to be attalned 1n the future. He
wase more than willing to grasp at the chance., Horeover,

he felt for the milliomns of Jews that were suffering 1in

laa;bido y Pe 14984 1891__;-2&; Pe 1473:3

19°P19hwe, Vyaoheslav (1846-1904 Russlan statesman.
Assistant Minister of the Interiory 1 8—1902, Minister of
the Interior, 1902-1904%

lglzpe Gogp;ete Qngriea of Theodor Har;; oP. cit.,
IV. 1530.
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Eastern Europe, and felt it was the moral duty of the
congress to provide a place for these "unfortunates®™ and
release them from thelr suffering rather than leave them
in that misery for the sake ol a dream.
The ultimate goal has not been reached and

will not be reached in the foreseeable time.

But a temporary result 1s at hand; this land

in which we can settle our suffering masces

on a national bagls and with the right of

seli government, I do not belleve thatl Tfor

the sake of a beautiful dream or for the

sake of a linguistic banner we have a right

to withhold thils relief from the unfortunate,192

The Sixth Congress, however, which opened on August 22,

1903,193 resulted exactly in the way Herzl had feared 1t
would. Although there was an applause when Herzl announced
the British offer of Uganda, as a sign of respect and
appreciation, the dlscussions unwelled vliolent opposition
to 1t. There was even opposition to the sending of an
investigation commission, which although was favourably
voted for, showed the opposition of the Ruscslian delegates,
particularly to the ildea of territory other than Palestine.
They considered the very dlscusslon ol another land as a
violation of the Basle program.lg4 In a letter to Plehwe,
Herzl recounted the congress in these termss

The most difficult moment came when I had to

1921014, , p. 1547, 199114,
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lay before the congress the British government's
ofi'er concerning a terrltory in Africa for our-

colonlzation. ,

FEC B B I O O A B O B R O SR BB R R .O...‘.OOUO...I.‘:.‘.]..

They were unanimous 1ln thelr gratlitude, they
were moved to tears- but East Africa is not
Palestine.

After a rather hot Tight I was avle to put
only the preliminary questlon to a vote: that
is to send an exploratory commission-the Tinal
decision beling left for another congress in a
year or two.

I had the greatest difficulty in bringing
about this nodest result, for there was a solid
oppogition even to the courtesy of taking the
English proposal under consideration. Thls op-
poeition was compiﬁgg almost exclusively of
Russlan Zlonlsts.

198:p14a., p. 1553,



CHAPTER VIII

POSTLUDE TO [HE ALTERIATIVE SCHEMES

Aware of the opprosition's strength and determination,
Herzl was once agailn inclined to turn hls attentlon to the
Ottoman Sultan, with the hope borme of his new acqualin-
tanceship with Plehwe, of approachlng the Sultan once
again, but with Russlan influence. Herzl endeavoured to
get Russian pressure put upon the Sultan. In his letter to

Flehwe, he pleads:

The only wholesome solutlon, therefore depends
upon the efficacy of the promised interventlon
with the Ottoman govermment....I envisage thils
intervention in the following manner. If H.M.
The Emperor of Russlia delgned to glve me a
letter recommending our Zionist project Iuwould
deliver 1t to H.M. the Sultan, who previously
received me in audlience 1n 190l. _
es s Esh l-..-‘t.-.-...-‘.o....Q"‘-..-h...". LR S L --l—&‘.‘

Thus 1t depends only on the government of H,IM.
the Emperor of Russia, whether the whole thing
will be carried out promptlye. For yeare I have
been preparing the ground at Constantinople, and
in government circles I count many friends of our
cause, which 1is so agaantageoua to the economic
intereste of Turkeye.

His efforts in this last stage included a vieit to

Merry del Val, who was Papal Secretery of State;JBT

1961534, , po 1553 T, pi 1503
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He said: I do not quite see how we can take
any inltlatlive In thls matter. As long as the Jews
deny the divinity of Christ, we certaénly cannot
make a declaration in their favour,l9
His next attempt was the King of Italy, who was very
friendly and encouraglng, and 1n fact thought that the Jewish
state would one day come about anyway.
I know it well, he sald, I have been there
several tlmes. One occasion was Jjust when my
father was assasginated. The land 1s already very .-
Jewish. It will and must get into your hands it
is only a question of timei Wait till you have
half a million Jews there,199
His final word was that although personally he had no
oblJection to intervenlng with the Sultan, he still had to
consult. "™He sald: I would gladly consent; only I cannot do
what I please....I must first take council,®
His third attempt at this stage was with the Pope,
who like del Val, had arguments agalnst Jewish resistence to
the Diwinity of Christ,20t
Herzl, in the last few pages of his dlary made a few
more remarks about the East Africa plan. When Greenberg asked
him to glve the final word, whether to accept or reject thm

offer, Herzl answered authorising acceptance subject to approval

of the terms of the charter and the report of the commissionsao2
198 pagi, po 1593, . 199542, p. 1508,
2001344, 2011p1d., pe 1603
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A Tew more pages in his diaries and then there 1is
Ho lLore. His last entrles councerning a territory wame
of a letter sent to a certain Suzzara, which again
makes mention of the assispance of a certailn Count Gol=-
uchowskl, for Palestine.
Count Goluchowski was kind enough to promise
me hies assistance 1f the matter were great
enough to warrant concerted action on the part
of the powers. Consequently Turkey would have
to be asked for a setilement area in Palestine
and the vicinigg large enough for five to six
million Jews. 203
Thus Herzl, who began as a neutral, first inclined
towards Palestine, then towards other territories, and
Tinally towards Palestine agaln, but with an eye on
another land., This indifference to the location of the
territory has, of course, much to do with his baekground
and especlally his rellglous attitude toward Judaism,
It also confirme the complete absence of brejudice in
Herzl, concerning the location of the Jewish state. He
was lnterested in an autonomous territory no matter

where, even in Palestiney

203;*31(_10; P. 1629,
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