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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

Introduction

After achieving its full independence in 1943, Lebanon
found itself with a system of education which no longer res-
ponded to the needs of the Lebanese, nor did it fulfil their
aims and aspirations. Consequently two Committees on Education
were formed with a2 view to revising the whole educative policy
of the country. In the light of the Committees' findings, a new

curriculum was presented in 1946.

This new curriculum defines the educational aims, assigns
contents of study and describes the nature of examinations for

both the elementary and secondary levels of education.

As a part of the new educational policy, a nation-wide plan
was proposed for the dissemination of elementary education through-
out the country. As this program needed trained teachers, the Ministry
of education adopted a long-term plan for the improvement of teacher
training. In 1948, the Ministry introduced some reformes to the

"Elementary Teachers Institute", is a first step.

In 1956 a new office for the training of teachers was set up,
under the name of "The Office of Teacher Education and Educational

Research." Its objectives were to improve the quality of teacher



The first Criterion: The adequacy of the present curriculum

in preparing competent teachers to achieve the new educational aims.

The second Criteriont The extent to which the present teacher

education curriculunm is in line with modern trends of teacher education

curricula.

Method: of Study

The study dealt with the main phase of ‘teacher education in
Lebanon. These were: The selection of candidates, the program of
studies and the examinations for +eacher certification. The study
was ended by the presentation of necessary suggestions for the improve-

ment of the present curriculum.

As to the selection of candidates, the study revealed that
candidates are admitted to the elementary teachers institutes in
Lebanon on the basis of an entrance examination. To be eligible to
the said examination a candidate should be between 15 and 25 years
old and should have completed his higher primary education. However
admission is based on one criterion, which is the entrance examination,
is not enough in selecting the good elements . In c.mvﬂrtng - & this
practice with the British end, it was found out that in England,
this examination is supplemented by personal interviews between the
candidate and the principal of the Teachers College. Inspite of the

fact that some candidates might fail the entracne examination, yet

-t



they are admitted to the College after being interviewed
and had proved that they are worthy of being admitted.

As to the program of studies; the study approached
this phase from three perspectives:

First: The organizing principles of the curriculum.

Second: The elements of which the program of studies

is composed.

Third: The basic assumptions that underlie the

present program of studies,

Every curriculum should be based on the basic principles
of curriculum organization which give it a functional meaning.,
These principles are: continuity, sequence and integration,
In applying these principles to the Lebanese program of
studies for teacher education, it was found out that the
program is in line with the first two principles. But it
diverts from the third one. This is due to the fact that the
program is composed of separate courses of study which are

treated as entitities by themselves.

A teacher education curriculum is commonly composed of
two basic elements. These are general education and profes~
sional education., Some curricula are in favour of adding a

third element, such as a semi-professional education, or a
combination of courses which permit for specialization.
This is the practice of the American curriculum and the

British curriculum.



As compared with other programs, the Lebanese program
of studies is composed of two elements: the general edu=-

cation and the professional education.

The Lebanese program of teacher education is based on

at least, two basic assumptions. These aret

1. To prepare the sutent-teacher as a person.
2. To prepare the student-teacher to become a member in

the teaching profession.

The program of studies through the courses given under
general education, endeavours to provide the student-teacher
with a wide knowledge of general education. It also aims at
cultivating the student's intellect and enriching his personality.
It attempts to prepare him for good citizenship. But it was
found out that most of the experiences that are provided by the
curriculum remain in the theoretical level. The curriculum
does not provide with first hand experiences. Thus its adequacy

is limited in preparing the teacher as a person.

According to the second basic assumption the teacher is
prepared to teach in the elementary schools. This implies that
the teacher should be prepared in such a way as to be enabled
to realize the educational aims set for primary edncation in

the country. These aims are meant to:

First: prepare the ideal human being.

-'_



Second: prepare for good citizenship.
Third: emphasize the practical asrect of education.
Fourth: promote aesthetic apnreciation.

Fifth: emphasize health education.

These aims, to be realized, must be translated into their
behavioral trdts. Then they must be acquired by the students.
A student who acquires these traits should behave in line with
the presented and prescribed aims. But the student has to be
provided by the experiences, knowledges and skills which enable
him to reconstruct his experiences and change his behavior in the

light of those aims.

Here it becomes the duty of the teacher to introduce these
behavioral changes. The teacher himself has to be prepared in such
a way as to be able to perform his duties adequately. He should
be provided by experiences, knowledges and skills which help him

to bring the desirable changes in the behavior of students.

Does the present teacher-education program provide the teacher
with those experiences and knowledges which he needs in his profes-
sion? It was found out that the program of studies provides the
students with many experiences and knowledges. But the benefit
attained from such experiences and knowledges is very limited be-

cause the emphasis is on the theoretical aspect of education more



than the practical one. The curriculum does not try to couple
theory with practice. It does not provide the student with the
experiences which enable him to conceive the educational aims set
for Lebamon, and make him work in accordance with those aims.

For that reason the present practices do not lead to the realization

of the educational aims.

As to the examinations for teacher certification the only
assessment for certification in the teachers institutes in Lebanon
is based on the formal examinations, which are mostly written exams,
of the essay-type. Whereas in England, the evalvation of the student-
teacher's work is based on a corvbination of a written final examination
and assessment of the student's work during the course. In France,
the final examination is not decicive unless a student sits for a
practical examination, after he teaches for a period of three ronths
on probation. In the United-States of America, there is not a final
assessment and the t eacher has to prove his qualifications wherever

he is asked to do so.

The study was ended by the presentation of a general theory
out of which sucgestions can be deduced. This theory is centered
around three trends:
1. The principles on which a curriculum of teacher education
should be based.
2. The relation of the curriculum to the educational aims.
3. The evaluation of a curriculum in the light of modern trends

of educatione



These trends were based on the findings of

the study. If properly developed they might serve

t
as a rormulgyor which suggestions can be deduced for

& new curriculum for teacher education,
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(1)

John S. Brubacher, Modern Philosophies of Education,
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Ilnc., New York, 1950, p. 223

Ralph W. Tyler, Basic Principles of Curriculum and (v)
Instructions, The UnIverai%y of Chicago Press,
Chicago, 1950, p. 55.
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