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Abstract
Every one who observes the teaching of geography in Jordan
qé will find that it is a neglected subject in almost all of the
country. The a@ministrators as well as teachers do not believe
in its value and its role in developing good citizenship, tolerance
and goodwill.

When the administrators dreéw a new curriculum in 1959 - 1960,
they considered geography as a subject that shares in achieving
the aims of social studies. Theymade it an obligatory subject
in the secondary school examination for those in the arts section.

Teachers are still neglecting the value and role of geography
even though the administraors heve changed tneir views towards
it. In order to have a realistic idea about the teaching o£
geography in Jordan, questionnaires were prepared and sent to
all teachers in intermediate and secondary schools.

The stmdy of answers nas revealed that the qualitications
of half of the teachers of geography are lower tha n those of
the graduates of Teachers Training Colleges acaaemically and
professionally. Most of them do not resort to different references
a large number do not like to teach all the ditferent areas
of geography, and most of them prefer the distant field trips
that aim at recreation and not at study.

with these conditions, the teaching of geography is a

repetition of the school textbook which also conveys the okd



descriptive and enumerative geograpny. We cannot blame teachers,

for most of them nave not bean exposed to the new apprmach to
geography which is now the interrelation between man and his physical
environment.

The theme of this reseach is to show the new concept of geography
and how it can lend itself to the achievement of the aims of the
social studies. The assumption is that geography teaching which
is based on the old concept of geography does not achieve the
desirable goals.

The writer has described the problem in the tirst chapter.
He reters to the results of ? his study of the questionnaires,
limits his subject, and outlines his method of reseach.

Th second chapter includes the explanation of the concept
of geography, what meaning geography had in Greek, Roman and
Arab ages, how this meaning of geography has expanded after the
discovery of the whole world and how natural and socizl sciences
have aided geogfaphy in its new concept. Geography is not only
descriptive but it se eks the causes and the interralations
between man and his environment . Teaching of geogr:-phy has
some values such as the development of careful observations, the
inculecation of social sense and attitudes, increasing the power
of imagination and judgement and lastly it supplies the learner
with good knowledge about his world which he lives in.

The third chapter desls with the evaluation of geography

text books used in secondary schools in Jordan. The criteria

il



for evaluation are the new concepts of geography. After showing
the lack of the new concpts and improper way of dealing with
geography matters the writer maintains that the behavior of those
who study these thextbooks will be memorization and the acquire-
ment of unrelated fractual knowledge. These facts dre not useful
and far away from application. The inference is that geography
text-pbooks do not convey the right concept of geography and will
not bring about the desirable behavior.

Chapter four dezls with the aims of social studies as laid
down in the Jordan curriculum. After analysing these aims , it
was shown that they deal with two importent aspects : -

1) guiding students to good citizenship.
2) inculcating in students tolerance, goodwill, and
sympathy.

The aims have been examined to ascertain if they can be
achieved by teaching geography and whether they do not conflict
with the principles of learning.

Chapter five deals with suggestions . One of the aims of
social studies is the development of responsibility and toleration
in the educated person. The PPPp proposed suggestions based on
the philosophy of geography might aid us to achieve the aims of
social studies. These suggestions are not complete but they are
liable to cahnge as a result of experience and experimentation.

These suggestions have many advantages such as inereasing

the teacher's initiative in using local illustrations in

iii



explanations. Students will know the aims of their studies , and
theretfore, they will be better motivated and will be able to apply
their knowledge in several ways. The curriculum will be fZexible
to suit ditferent parts or localities or our coumtry. Lastly,
these suggestions will be the first step toward achieving the

broad fields curriculum.

iv
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