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ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesis has been to follow up Government
attitudes towards private education in Lebanon from the Ottoman
regime to date, through legislations by consecutive regimes in
Lebanon's modern history. The thesis, therefore, has an historical
character, without seeking to confirm any particular theory about
the attitude of the State towards private education. To limit
research, the study concentrated upon the legal aspect of the
attitude of the State, scarcely touching upon the extent of the
actual application of state legislation. Neither was the aim of

the thesis to explain at length the motives behind this legislatin.

It has been found necessary, however, to discuss with some
detail the emergence of private education and its development
during the Ottoman rule with a view to laying a basic foundation
showing the extent reached by private education when the Ottoman
State began considering to adopt an official attitude towards it.
In order to define the policy followed by the Ottoman State in the
field of education, which had a direct bearing on the shaping of
its relations with private education, it has been necessary to
refer to the emergence of public education, which translated the

beginning of the State's concern in general educational matters.

Through this historical preamble, a study was made of
Ottoman laws governing private education in the light of three

issues which also formed the basis of research during both the



Mandatory and Independent regimes. These issues are: academic
freedom, administrative and professional organization and

private school finance.

It has been found out, within the framework of academiec
freedom, that the Ottoman regime allowed unrestricted freedom
for the establishment of schools as a right of the minorities
at the beginning and, later, as a general right of all Ottomans.
Private schools were also given the freedom of choosing their
own curricula, teaching methods and text-books. But these
schools were warned against interference in politics or morals.
To ensure this non-interference, and supervise the general course
of education in private schools, the Ottoman State exercised
strict control over these schools, granting government inspectors

wide powers for carrying out their tasks.

As regards administrative and professional organization,
Ottoman laws defined the basis of relation between school and
student. These laws, however, fell short of adequate organization

of this profession.

The Ottoman State did not interfere with the finaneial
affairs of private schools, abstaining from giving them any
subsidies. The State, however, exempted some schools from
certain taxes, requiring them, in return, to give free education
to some of their students. The exercise of this policy has

increased during the Mandatory and Independent regimes to the



extent that some schools are now receiving regular official

subsidies in return for providing free education to poor students.

The Mandatory rule established the procedure to be
followed in the issue of licences for the opening of new schools,
confining for a long period the powers to grant such 1i§encaa to
the French High Commissioner. By this, it aimed at giving the
French direct control over the private education movement. The
mandatory authorities compelled local private schools to follow
a standardised government curriculum and exercised strict control
over text-books. But schools were allowed to choose their own
teaching methods within the limits of curricula. Foreign schools,
however, continued to enjoy relative freedom in the drawing up of
their curricula. The thesis demonstrated the immutable effect of
the attitude of the Mandatory regime towards academic freedom in

Lebanese education even at the present time.

The mandatory period achieved noticeable advancement in
the organization of the teaching profession in private schools.
Mandatory laws laid down ample conditions for the practising of
teaching and administration, defined the rights and obligations
of teachers and formulated a basis for their classification,

promotion and dismissal.

The Mandatory authorities took interest in giving govern-

ment subsidies to private schools, hooking such subsidies, however,



to a certain extent, to free education, thus following the
course signs of which appeared towards the end of the Ottoman

rigime.

When Lebanon became independent, the country's educational
policy had almost become clearcut. The action of the Independent
regime in the field of education was therefore a continuation of
the policy of the Mandatory rule, except that a national character
was given to educational conditions. The new regime maintained
the freedom of establishing schools, confirming the right of the
various sects to establish their own schools. It also maintained
the requirement that private schools should follow the government
curriculum and assumed direct control over text-books dealing with
Lebanese history, geography and civic and moral affairs. The
thesis explained the motives which prompted the State to adopt
this policy, at the head of which was its wish to hold the reins

of national and moral guidance.

One of the prominent achievements of the Independent
regime in the field of State relation with private education
was that it raised the standard of the teaching profession and
established its pillars, thus giving teachers significant material

and social benefits.

The Independent regime also maintained the principle of

non-interference in the financial affairs of private schools



except in what concerned subsidies to some of these schools

in return for free education. The State gave special attention
to such schools, classifying them as "free education schools",
and using them to provide education to students who cannot

afford to pay fees charged by other private schools.

In view of the important effect of French education
in Lebanon, the last chapter of the thesis was devoted to
discussing aspects of the French educational system and,
consequently, to conceiving the principles on which Lebanese
education is based. To make possible a comparison between
the Franco-Lebanese action and other democratic experiments,
it was found necessary to review the principles of British

educational policy, particularly as concerns private education.
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