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“During the ottoman period, the Dinan nas a Hall nhere the ruler nould bold a mass audience. He would sit on bis
throne, faving the audience and have his minister assemble petitions fiom the people and hand them to him so that he
would dispense Justice. The ottoman passed on that tradition to the people of Bint Jbedl. The nell knonn Dinan in
Bint Jbeil is Deputy Mohammad Saced Bassgs comtyard house nhere peaple used to gather and discuss nith their
elected representative to the gorernment their pioblems and petitions. With time, the political significance of this

tradition was lost, whilit its social aspect remained, and the Dinan became a place exclusively for socal reunions. o
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Thesis Objective



The old city of Bint Jbeil, whose main population consists of eldetly people, was left destroyed to rubble and emptied of
its inhabitants by the Istaeli war on Lebanon in July 2006. The old city had suffered many wars that had already altered its

identity through time and had forced its inhabitants to migrate, leaving the eldetly people as its guardians.

Up until the beginning of the 20™ century, Bint Jbeil was a major vein of trade between Palestine and Syria.
Unfortunately, in 1930, due to the events going on in Palestine that ended with its occupation by the Israeli army in
1948, the most important door of trade with Bint Jbeil was closed which forced the trading families to leave the city and
either go to the southern suburbs in Beirut or travel abroad to Cuba, Brazil and the USA. During the eatly years of the
Lebanese civil war (1975-1990), Bint Jbeil experienced significant population return due to the relative safety it provided
at that time given it was away from the centers of conflict in the capital and its agglomeration. This lasted until 1978 as
the city was occupied by the Israeli army which forced again the migration of the population, mainly the youth who were
evading being drafted to serve with the enemy. The elderly people became the dominant population of the old city and
became the guardians of the family houses, up until the withdrawal of Israel in May 2000. The city became then known as
the city of liberation, “Madinet el Tahrir”. A small section of the population migrated back to Bint Jbeil. However, in
2006, the Israeli war destroyed completely the old city and forced the population, including the elderly to leave the family
houses they had been guarding throughout and despite all odds. Eldetly left Bint Jbeil to live with their children in Beirut
and its suburbs or in their emigration countries. With the physical memory destroyed by the war and the eldetly, who

were the oral bearers of history and memory away from its streets, the old city of Bint Jbeil has no life and no meaning.

My thesis objective is to recall the eldetly to Bint Jbeil and help them resettle in their family houses by providing
them with assistance in their daily lives needs, in their medical care needs and in their social activities needs. What I will

be implementing in the old city of Bint Jbeil is an assisted living facility which, contraty to the concept’s original scheme,
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will not provide the elderly with alternative homes (as they have their own homes in the old city which they will be
returning to as part of the ongoing reconstruction plan which I will discuss later) but will provide them with a system of
medical and social support that will help them actively participate in the everyday life of the old city of Bint Jbeil, during
its reconstruction phase and once it is completely rebuilt.

Originally, the assisted living facility is a Western concept that has been developed to provide support to the eldetly who
are often left on their own and whose families live far away. This type of living arrangement fills the gap between home
care and nursing homes. Usually, the facility has three components: 1) petsonal care which provides services such as
housekeeping, laundry and &ansportaﬁon 2) medical care which provides home setvices for medication, out-patient
clinics and patient rooms in case of hospitalizations 3) entertainment setvices that provide activities such as dining,
library, sitting areas and outdoor patios. [cf. Guide to Long Term Care Planning

www.longtermcarelink.net/eldercate assisted living.htm)]

I am adapting this system of assisted living arrangement to the old city of Bint Jbeil as I believe it will encourage
the eldetly to accelerate their return to their family homes and make their families feel secure that their parents are
comfortable in their own homes while receiving the needed medical and social cate they cannot provide them because of
the distance. For this end, I will be assuming that the reconstruction plan will ptivilege the tebuilding of the family homes
in a first accelerated stage to allow the eldetly’s return. I make this argument as I believe the eldetly are the key element

that will guarantee the success of the reconstruction of the old city.

The site I chose to locate the assisted living facilities is within the old city itself next to the eldetly’s families homes: this
will allow them to remain in their beloved houses and to benefit from housing setvices and geriatric care. Currently in

Bint Jbeil, the only available hospital Al-Ghandour does not provide any home cate services for the elderly people.



Allowing the eldetly to remain in their homes is a key element of my intervention because the elderly are extremely
attached to their houses and to their lands and operate as the guardians of the city while the majority of the city
population is away. Moteover, these homes ate very significant to the emigrant families of Bint Jbeil who return regularly
to the old city and for important commemorations and events such as weddings, elections, communal celebrations and
funerals. Despite the fact that they live abroad, the Bint Jbeil diaspora cherishes its “dreamed return” and has the
nostalgia of returning to the village to live their last days in their homeland. A good illustration of the strong links to the
city is how people still marry from the village and rely on their eldetly parents and grand-parents to locate the bride or
groom: thus despite living in totally different contexts, Bint Jbeil diaspora marries from Bint Jbeil, hence reinforcing
family and kinship ties, social networks and identity. Thus, the eldetly of Bint Jbeil spend a lot of their times exchanging
stories and news about their children and grand-children, showing each other letters, pictutes, videos, and taking care of

each other as they form one large extended family.

The Facility T will be designing is located at the edge of the old city next to the Saha al Kadima. I chose this site for three
main reasons: 1-The importance of Saha al Kadima to the eldetly as they had spent their entire youths there and retain
many a memory of that place, and given its proximity to their houses, the Hussayniyeh, and the Boustan which remains
the only open space left in the old city. 2- The contribution the facility provides to the city's new master plan, as it
compliments the zone allocated for social facilities such as NGOs .3- The proximity of the site to a peripheral road,
which will allow easier motorized access from the facility to the hospital in cases of medical emetgencies. Moreover, the
site will link the facility to the upper and lower spines of the old city whete economic and social activities occur such as
the Thursday market, Eid el Tahtir that celebrates the liberation of the south from the Istaeli army, and Eid el Hizb that

takes place in Sahat al Birkeh.
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The facility will provide the eldetly with programs that will cater to their medical and social needs. It is a care center for
the eldetly that has three components: a service center, 2 medical center and an entertainment center. The service center
will provide personal care such as housekeeping, laundty, transportation and maintenance setvices for the houses of the
elderly. The medical center will provide getiatric care and will house clinics for out-patients, rooms for those who need
24 hour medical watch and assistance for patients that require daily medication. The medical care will coordinate with Al-
Ghandour hospital if elderly patients are in need of hospitalization. The entertainment center will organize social
activities such as gardening workshops, and crafting workshops, it will also include an auditorium for awareness

campaigns, and will include an indoor gatheting place for winters and an outdoor patio for summer gatherings.



Placing Bint Jbeil in Context



In order to select the site, it is important to place the old city of Bint Jbeil in context. One of the reasons is the fact that
the old city has witnessed many wars and occupations that have not only forced its inhabitants to migrate but have also
altered its identities through the evolution of its social and economic landmarks. For the first time in its history, the old
city of Bint Jbeil is being fully reconstructed with a2 master plan, which is open to intervention. Therefore, for my project
to be part of the reconstruction plan, I should understand the context of the old city in order to select the best possible

site for my intervention.



A Briet History of Bint Jbeil



———--“

Bint Jbeil is located within the district of Jabal Aamel which originated from the Arabian Aamel Tribes which came to the
area 3000 years ago. Surviving potteries, graves and tunnels indicate that at one point Bint Jbeil was part of the Roman
Empire. The biggest ruin is found in the Birkeh, located in the south eastern patt of the old city, where steps of 2 roman
amphitheatre were found. However, the Birkeh is used today as a water reservoir for irrigation purposes. During the
ottoman rule, many families battled for power over Bint Jbeil, such as Al Shukur and the Waeliin during the 15" century.

In that period, Bint Jbeil was divided into Harats (small districts) named after families.

Bint Jbeil was always known as a town of trade rather than agticulture. Craftsmanship was tied to trade, and the main
craft was shoe-making, as it played a large role in the economic evolution of Bint Jbeil. The city was tied to both Palestine
and Syria, and was considered an important trade artery between the two countries; its involvement however with inner
Lebanon was minor. During the 19" century, the “old souk” was located in Saha al Kadima (east-part of the old city) -
where most of the commercial and political stores wete to be found. The Thursday market that occurs every week in the
souk is what gives Bint Jbeil its importance by housing the largest market in Jabal Aamel. In 1819, as the market grew
bigger, it relocated north to a barren land where the traders would spread out their merchandise and by the end of the
day would go back down to the Saha. This transition affected the inhabitants, and soon compelled them to buy land up

there and build their houses.

In the 1930's trade declined as a result of the ongoing events in Palestine which resulted in the 1948 occupation of
Palestine. After being one of the most important nodes of trade with northern Palestine, the occupation of 1948 forced
the trade of Bint Jbeil to relocate its focus on its surrounding towns. From there onward, the business started to decline
especially with the Israeli bombing of 1976 which led to the occupation of the city in 1982. Due to the chain of

unfortunate war related events that followed the 1976 bombings and the 1982 invasion, the old city was slowly being



drained of its commercial identity and bussineses were being relocated to the upper souk wete it would better cater to
residents of surrounding villages who found it easier to shop at the outskirts of the city rather than enter into the heaﬁ of
the occupied city. The old city remained residential, and housed the local community which decided to stay in the .city
despite the occupation, and the harsh standards of living imposed by both the occupiers and their Lebanese allies. This
trend of life remained as is for eighteen years until the liberation in 2000 as Israeli forces retreated from south Lebanon.
With the highly anticipated liberation, the relocated inhabitants of the city moved back to their homes, however the trade
routine had remained unchanged as Palestine remained a closed border and people of bint jbeil and its surrounding had
grown accustomed to shoping in the new souk. For six years Bint Jbeil had thrived once again and had started regaining
its prestigious identity as being a hub of trade and commerce in southern Lebanon until the 2006 war ravaged the city

again, this time however with the harshest toll of destruction and devastation in its history.

Lehanon

Meditteranean
Sea /

Palestine




Urban Analysis
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Existing Land-Use
E The core of the old city is mainly residential whereas the commercial activities
oceur on the northern spine of the old city
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Ownership



Over the years, the structure of land ownership was constantly changing.. During the ottoman era, the lands were owned
and controlled by the dominant religious institutions. During the French Mandate, the ownership was handed over to
political figures such as ministers and military officers. After the independence in 1947 ownership was transferred to
feudal lords such as the Baydoun family and the Bazzi family who took control of more than have of the land plots in
Bint Jbeil. The Bazzi family owns most of the agrticultural lands, that made them benefit the most financially due to
agricultural cultivation of those lands. The Bazzis housed farmers “fellahin” who cultivated their lands and soon began
renting some of their agricultural lands. Of coutse the profits were reserved to the Bazzi families “mallakin”, but with
time the farmers started reeping some profit as feudalism and the feudal system came to an end. Commercial real estate
was also a main source of profit in Bint Jbeil as land owners started renting ground floors to entrepreneurs who wanted
to open commercial shops in the city. Another interesting aspect of land ownetship in the old city lies in the fact that
public spaces were owned by families. An example is that of Haqqourat Nouss el Dayaa, a piece of land in the midst of
the city that is used for public ceremonies such as election rallys and yearly festivities in adition to private ceremonies
such as weddings. Ali Bazzi however, a deputy in the Lebanese Patliamnet, doesn’t charge money for the use of his land,
but rather funds from his own pocket many of those events. That highlights on the fact that the inhabitants of Bint Jbeil

retain very strong social ties amongst themselves.






sion by Families
In Bint Jbeil, a family’s status and power is reflected by the number of lands it owns.
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Evolution of the “HARAT” since the 1920s

During the French Mandate,

Part of Sour

Since 20th century

Part of Marjaayoune

Started in 1936,
Official in 1943

Beginning of the 1930's



Ir District Division as recognized by the municipality

Today the old city of Bint Jbeil is divided into 12 neighborhoods each with its own “Moukhtar”

Haret Al-Buzzi
| .
9) |
~" Haret Al-Bazzi
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Evolution of Sahat
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There are several landmarks in Bint Jbeil that are historically and culturally significant. These landmarks are Babour
(wheat mill), Ein el Saghireh (the Saghir well), the Diwan House, the old shoe market, the Great Mosque, Hussaynieh,
Haqqourat Nous Al Dayaa and Al Birkeh (the water reservoir). These landmarks were so important that public spaces
were named after them. I will state a few examples below.

1. The well known Diwan House in Bint Jbeil is actually deputy Mohammad Saeed Bazzi’s courtyard house. In traditional
Lebanese houses, the entrance and sitting space where public spaces where people of the village used to meet to discuss
political, social, and economical issues, and thus Sahat Al Diwan, the oldest and first Saha in Bint Jbeil, was named after

the Diwan House where the Bazzi family resided and later expanded and became a dominant family.

2. Haqqourat Nous Al Dayaa, as mentioned previously, is 2 wide open space located in the center of Bint Jbeil near the
Great Mosque and as part of estate of the Minister Ali Bazzi,. ,Hagqoura in Turkish means a saha or a large open public

space in a village; named under the Ottoman rule, the Hakkoura became a place of social gathering sponsored by it

owner .

3. The Hussaynich is a social religious structure in which religious rituals took place such as weddings and funerals. The

Hussayniyeh still serves its putpose today and is at the center of Sahat al Kadima, named after the old souk which also

used to be located there.

4. The reservoir, ot Birkeh, used to be an ancient roman amphitheatre. It was later transformed into a reservoir to collect
water from the mountains in the winter for itrigation purposes. The area around the Birkeh has also been transformed

into a gathering place known as Sahat al Birkeh.



Although these sahats are historically and culturally significant, their purpose of strengthening the bonds between the
inhabitants of the city has declined dramatically due to the severe migration of its inhabitants due to ongoing Israeli
aggressions that have left the old city empty.. In the following pages, I have analyzed the transformation of the network

of sahats over time.



.. - 1978



Locating the Sahat
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Sahat al Houwara used to be the saha for en-
tertainment. The houwara is a small pond
where families used to gather around in the
evening. This saha was also known for its
coffee shops where men used to come and play
cards, tawleh and dring coffee.

Sahat al Kadima is the oldest Saha as its name
says. It is located at the end of the old commer-
cial strip and next to the Boustan. This is
where the commercial and political stores
formed. With time, the stores moved up north
in search of barren land but returned to the
saha on thursdays for the weekly market.

In Turkish, Hagqoura means saha or large open public space.

j Hagqqourat Nousf e Day3a is located in the center of Bint Jbeil and is
i an eventful saha that houses religious, political and social gather-
ings. Located right in front of the Great Mosque, it houses the gath-
ereing of the people after friday prayers. The house of Ali Bazzi, an
influencial figure, attracted a lot of visitors who gathered in the
house and in the Saha. Finally, the yearly elections between Bazzi

| and Beydoun ended with a celebration in the Saha.

Sahat al Diwan is the oldest social saha that was named after
Beit al diwan located within the saha. it is the Saha where
Bazzi families initiated and expanded. Beit el Diwan is
owned by Naeb Mohammad Saeed Bazzi and was the first
courtyard house. Diwan refered to the space where visitors
were received. The Diwan’s character was transferred to the
saha and became a main space for social gathering.

The Birkeh was a roman amphitheatre. The romans gradins
used to provide for social interactions among women who used
to wash their laundry there. Benches allowed for social gath-
erings for the youth and especially the elderly people. The
water was also used for irrigation purposes for the nearby ag-
ricultural lands.




Relationship between sahat
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1978 - 2000
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During the Israeli occupation, the people of
Bint Jbeil lived a low-profile life in order to
avoid confrontation with the israeli army. The
northern spine became the main commercial
activity and the only activity allowed during
the occupation

The Thursday Market was moved temporary
to the northern spine leaving the old city dead
of activities.

With the borders to palestine closed, Bint
Jbeil’s market became local and only people
from the south of lebanon would come to the
thursday market.

Under the Israeli army, the market’s produc-
tivity declined as did the quality of the goods.

Under the israeli occupation, the social net-
work of sahat was shut down. The people of
Bint jbeil would hang our at each other’s
place, the religious layer became a personal
one and the political one disappeared.



2000 - 2006
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During the occupation, many young men
died protecting their village. The cemetry
became a place for gathering every thurs-
day evening when families would come and
pay tribute to their beloved.

The south of Lebanon was liberated on the

25th of May 2000. Each year, on that day, a

celebration occurs: Mouhrajan al Tourath.

People gather from all over the South and

fl activities are organized all throughout the
day and night. it is called Sahat al Tahrir

: Sahat al Houwara became known as Sahat al Nabiyya
and was the first Saha that Hizbullah took from the Is-
raelis. A cannon is placed at the center of the Square to
commemorate that and a petrol station replaced the
Houwara. the coffee shops were replaced by commercial
shops that generate more income.

Over time and after the liberation, the birkeh lost its social significance. Today it is a
place where syrian workers await to be hired for the day. Sahat al Birkeh became po-
litical and religious after the war. Every year, Ashoura and Eid el Mawled are celebrat-
ed there. Women cook hrisseh and men grill meat till dawn.

Every year, on eid el Hizb, Hizbullah leaders give speaches in honour of the political

party in the saha.



N
" Scale: 1:2500
Source: Municipality of Bint Jbeil

 Cemetery Commercial Activities




Although Bint Jbeil includes many sahats, that used to be daily hangouts to the
different generations and age groups of the city, today only one Saha still serves this
purpose, Sahat ¢l Nabiya.Sahat Al Nabiya includes various internet cafes and a pastry

The two other Sahats, Al birkeh and Al Tahrir serve. pohtlcal purposes, as they respet

Thursd
Mal:,I:eta accomodatc every yeat, Eid El Hizb and Eid El Tahrir .
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As mentioned previously, since the sahats of Bint Jbeil in the present day are used
mainly for political purposes, and have been serving these puposes for sic years prior o
‘to which these sahats had no role under Israeli occupation, it is interesting to note e
that a whole generation roughly from 1982 to our present day, is unaware ot was too oo
young to remember what the city was originally like. It is specifically for that, thati o .
refer to the old people as the oral beareres of history, for they are the only ones who e
retain memories of the old city in their minds. ‘
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Personal Journey: in search of the eldetly



This thesis intervention started at the beggining of the semester as an attempt to pursue

and implement a social ideology that is held true in any respectable cuture, the idea of the
presetvation of heritage. Since the concept of preserving physical heritage has been exploited
largely in museums and memorials, 1 took that notion to a deeper level, to the preservation of
human heritage,the ederly. I left for Bint Jbeil, a city i had gotten to know and study in a
previous studio, an eatly Wednesday morning in the hope of meeting the eldetly of the city
which i had met the previous year and which to me wete the ony remaining guardians of the

war stricken city, and upon my atrival i recorded the following observatons:




~ Athough the old city was completely deserted, I couldn’t help but feel the presence of its elderly community,

~ whether in the bricks with which they had contsructed and reconstructed many times ovet their houses with,

- or the trees that they had planted infront of their homes, and watched grow as a parent watches their child grow,

or the metal truss on which the vine trea rests waiting for its owners to come back, or the plastic furniture
laying toppled on potches waiting to be cleaned and set astraight. Yes, the city was deserted, but not for long as
time had not yet erased the memory of its inhabitants, not many summers and winters had passed on the desertion
of the city and it waé fime to intervene before it was too late, before souvenirs were erased and memories lost forever.



Analysis of the Elderly

SRR = - o = s B e —d e e L - . TR | ol o L A e cac N b O iy e



Emergence of a User Group
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The migration process started as eatly as the 20th century
due to events going on in Palestine which closed one of
the main trade doors. People left the city in search of
better job opportunities.

The migration flow was towards Bint Jbeil given the rela-
tive safety it provided at that time.

The invasion of the Israeli army led the youth to migrate
for fear of being drafted in the Lahd army. This left the el-
detly people behind guarding their family houses and their
city.During that period of time, the social activities wete -
limited to homes. ' o

The liberation of the south brought back the migration
process towards Bint Jbeil. However the old city remained
solely inhabited by the eldetly because the new comers
chose to live on the outskirts of the old city due to the lack
of available empty plots in its center.

After the July war in 2006, families brought their eldetly to
stay with them because the old city was destroyed. Today,
although the reconstruction is going on, the eldetly are
gone which leaves the old city empty.
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When the youth fled the isracli occupation, the elderly stayed behind in order to :
guard the family houses. They were the link between Bint Jbeil’s diaspora and the old
city. The eldetly people stood by their city during the roughest of times.

However, the latest war destroyed completely the old city léaving no choice to the el-

derly but to leave. The houses ate now deserted with empty chairs lying around at
front doors saying clearly that the guardians are gone.

-Hajje Yasmine’s House.



... - 1976 : Elderly’s Social Activities

Sahat al Kadima used to
house the commercial
souq. Most of the el-
derly today were crafts-
men who used to trade
in the thursday market.
The old municipality was
located next to the saha
which made it the most
important saha at that
time due to its commer-
cial and political signifi-
cance. The saha was a
space where men would
gather to talk politics
whilst playing cards and
drinking coffee and tea.

The Birkeh was a place
where women would so-

cialize whilst waching their g

laundry.

Haqqourat Nous el dayaa is a public
space owned by Ali Bazzi. Located in
front of the great mosque, people used
to gather around to socialize. Weddings
used to take place there as well.

The space was also used for political ral-
lying during the Bazzi - Beydoun elec-
tions, where Bazzi supporters would
come to the saha to show support.

wwiv.bintjbeil.org

Sahat al Diwan was mainly a
place for social gathering where
men would gather infront of Beit
al Diwan, owned by the influen-
tial Bazzi family, and discuss poli-
tics.

1976 - 2000 : Israeli occupation

During the Israeli occupation, social gathering was forbidden in public spaces. The activities were strictly re-
stricted to the thursday market on the upper spine. The inhabitants of the old city at that time, would stay at
home or go to each other’s homes in order to socialize. During that time, the social public spaces were shot

down and the people’s activities were silenced.



2000 - 2000 : elderly’s social lives.

As I have said eatlier, the wars and occupations have forced the majority of the youth to migrate from the
city towards safer zones, that left the elderly with a responsibility of guarding their family houses for their chil-
drens occasionsional returns. Although they had a huge role to fulfill, the elderly of the old city were passive pat-
ticipants in the daily life activities and ceremonies.

The city’s environment, with time, became more hostile to the elderly. By building spaces to accomodate activities
that would generate more income by targeting the younger generations, the elderly were left with nothing to do
but stay at home or visit their neighbours. For example, the “ahwat al IZAZ” was replaced by internet cafes.
Moreovet, the bulk of commercial activities in the city were limited to the upper spine, leaving the elderly people
isolated in the old city and far away from the social activities.

When it comes to celebrating collective memories such as Fid el Tahrir which commemorates the liberation from
the Israeli army, the elderly people are also being sidelined given that the activities that occur are not suitable for
their age. The elderly people were standing by the old city during the occupation and the bombings by the Israeli
army, their resistance helped liberate the south, yet they have to stand back and watch the younger generation
celebrate.

-

N BIIBSILorG pe o sl 155 The elderly of Bint Jbeil stood by their city durit

the worst of times and thus deserve a better qua
ity of life than that which they are given. I am nc
implying that the elderly are voluntarily sidelined
by their community, however it is no secret that
attractions created by the youth, are more target
ted to the youth than to the elderly community
since the dynamism of young age is often what
makes an atmosphere festive and joyous.

| Eid el Tahrir: 25th of May
N Activities:

5 1 - Marathon during the
day

> . Speach by Hizb leaders
& 3 _ Food festival

4 - Dabkeh and Music.




In Search of a Site of Intervention



Master Plan
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: The nearby boustan, on the other hand, will serve

. the social institutions and will contribute in redefin-
ing the Saha.

=
1

aster

ot the social institutions.

What the master plan doesn’t take into consideration is the elderly people and the need
to activate their participation in the city, as their environment is gets more hostile as
they grow older (facilities adapted to their needs). My project will be part of the recon-
struction plan and deals specifically with the elderly’s needs. Locating the best possible
site to intervene on this requires a carefull study of Bint Jbeil’s new Master Plan.

lan: post-war reconstruction o

Qatar is adopting the reconstruction of the old city of Bint Jbeil. The aim of the
master plan is not only to reconstruct the old city but to revive it as well. the strategy
consists of spreading the commercial activities on the edge of the city: the northern
spine will house the thursday market, retail shops, andoffices and the western spine
will accomodate the steel and shoe industry.

The core of the old city will remain residential with allocated retail shops. However, in
order to animate the old city, the master plan intends to redefine the character of one
of the oldest and most historically significant saha, “Sahat al Kadima”, by allocating to

Saha al Kadima used to be the
center of the old city of Bint Jbeil.
The commercial and political
shops were located there and the
thursday market used to occur
there. However, when the market
moved to the upper spine, the saha
was abandoned and lost its histori-
cal and commercial significance.
Only a few shoe shops survived
this transition. The Housayniyye
was never relocated and is still in
use to our present day.

In the new master plan, the saha is
being redefined by placing in it
social institutions such as NGOs.
The municipality has also allocated
the offices of the reconstruction
of Bint Jbeil in its old headquarters
in the Saha.

as a public garden.

Locating my project next to Sahat al Kadima is the
best of possibe scenarios. The facility which in-
cludes an assisted living program will complement

b -
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The shoe and steel industry will be located

étheedgeoftheoldatynexttothetech-

e #ﬂk&hﬂ(ﬂ, where students can pracnce

what they learn in the nearby workshops.
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Locating the site of Intervention

The Site Sahat al Kadima




Site Analysis: Saha al Kadima



Evolution of Saha al Kadima

Up until 1976: pohtlcal and commercial center
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The thursday market was held in the
saha where merchants d1splaycd their
carts. It was the center of attraction

- pedios o during that period. Durmg the week,
= mumehay e ol provided a space for social
B Houssayniveh oy thering amongst the shop keepers.

' Retail

o ,

Boustan }ﬁ g
" DISPLAY OF CARTS FOR THE THURSDAY o
. MARKET =i

Towards the site




1 - Plot ownership by family -

Bazzi
Sharara
Beydoun
Bousi

Saad

Al Sayad _

= N

The site of intervention is
owned by the Bazzi family

e Redlrectmg Traffic around my site in
~ order to have easy access to all parts of
the city
Notthern Commercial Spme. '
Sahat alTahrnf Sahat:_: | N:

o other. . [0

mt scae 1:2500

2 - Landmarks around my site

- Landmarks

N
t Scale: 1:2500




. . o
Site Criteria

I chose to locate my site at the edge of the old city next to the Saha al Kadima which is of o
great significance to the elderly given the fact that they had spent their youths there. It will also be ‘ '
next to the Boustan, the only remaining green open space in the old city. The site is also at proxim- :
ity to a peripheral road, which will allow easy access to Al Ghandour hospital in cases of medical ‘

emergencics. Moreover, the site wil link the upper and lower spines of the city where the main eco-
nomic and social activities are located. : ;

- AlGh Hospital

bs

* Peripheral Road.

. -Cémm_efcmi ai:nvm‘erst‘
 Social activities
. ~ and celebrations
R
~ » elderly’s homes in the
e
‘ --- Conneeti()n
Eaéy access to péﬁphe
road linking to Hospit
i t Scale: 1:5000




Site Analysis after completion of reconstruction

In the nmaster plan, the
saha al kadima will be
a pedestrian zone.
Poles will be placed to
forbid cars from enter-
ing the paved area. The
social irastitutions will
be placed there.

- I{emdentml

- Social Imtmmons
1-Dar al Ajazah al islamiah

0 .’ Housay—myyeh . :
¢ '71 - (}ovc,mment :

actet with stone constrcu-
tion aned wide openings or
the ground floor. It re-
minds us of how the old
souq u sed to be and bears
~ the stosry of the past. The
neighbeorhood’s character.
complcments my sm:. It s
the enwrance. e
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Building the Diwan of Bint Jbeil



As I have discussed in the beginning of my thesis, a Diwan used to be a hall where the ruler would hold a
public audience in order to listen to people’s petitions. During the ottoman period, families often fought
for power over Bint Jbeil, the ruling family would hold public audiences for the people of Bint Jbeil who
would come and ask for favors. With time, the ruling body of Bint Jbeil went from being from being the
government during the French Mandate, to becoming a division of power and influence amongst land
owning families. The family who possessed the largest amounts of land was considered the most powerful
family in the city. Today the Bint Jbeil is ruled by the Lebanese government as it is located within the bor
ders of the republic; however Bint Jbeil is considered a Hizbullah strong hold and is named the city of the
liberation. Before Bint Jbeil waspoliticized on a national scale with Hizbullah, the local politics of the city
was controlled by two families, the Baydouns and the Bazzis. The Bazzi family took on the traditions of
the Diwan and opened their house to the public. The Diwan house, located in Sahat al Diwan, is owned
by Deputy Mohammad Saeed Bazzi. He opened his house to the public and it became the main lieu for |
social gathering. However, during the Israeli occupation, the diwan was lost its role of re-uniting the in-
habitants due to the Israeli ban of public social gatherings. After the July war of 2006, Mohammad Bazzi

fled to the USA with his wife seeking refuge with his children, and thus “Beit el Diwan” remains closed to
this day.

Beit al Diwa

i""q’ N R - s : = = : : s =
In my thesis, I want to reactivate the Diwan and adapt it to my user group, the elderly people, who used to

gather in the Diwan during their youth. My intervention consists of building spaces of care for the elderly:
A medical care center, an entertainment center and a services Center, which will cater to the needs of the
elderly and allow them to resettle in their family houses and make their families feel that their parents and
elderly are safe and comfortable. The aim of this facility is to activate the participation of the elderly in
the city by providing them with spaces that will allow them to pass on the oral history they bare. The proj-
ect also aims at becoming a landmark in Sahat al Kadima, that will not only care for the elderly but will
also attract different user groups of different ages. The concept of this facility is similar to that of the
Diwan: the medical care center and the services center will tend to the needs of the people, whilst the en-
tertainment center will provide them with spaces for social gatherings. The facility will become the Diwan
of Bint Jbeil. It will focus on the elderly, given that they are the main inhabitants of the city and will acti-
vate their social participation in the city. Moreover, it will help animate the old city and preserve the mem-
ories of its oral bearers.

£\



Case Studies



Case Stlldy 1: Letsure Care Retirement Comunities

Leisure Care Communities is a company solely specialized in senior living, they deal
with community management and operations, community development, and general
consulting services for more than 40 resorts spread around the USA and Canada.

The services present in the resorts managed by Leisure Care Retirement
Communities, are more or less the same with some minor variations depending on the
resort location.

Community Features, Newport Beach Plaza

o Elegant three-story building

« Conveniently located near all points of interest in Newport Beach
o True restaurant dining in our elegant dining room
» Intimate private dining room for private parties
o Luxurious living room with piano and fireplace
» Interior courtyard

» Rooftop patio and terrace garden

o Weekly housekeeping and linen service

o Comfortable library

o 24-hour Bistro and gift shop

o Complimentary laundry facilities

« Full-service salon

e PrimeFit gym

« Computer center with internet access

» TLC by Leisure Care (travel agency)

« Full-time guest services supervisor

» Reserved covered parking

o Card room

o Arts and crafts room

o Health and wellness center

o Shuffleboard court

» Private and scheduled transportation

« Staff available 24 hours a day

» Assisted Living services available




Case StUdy 2 Assisted Living and Nursing Home In Tenessee

Assisted Living + Hospital

Public Transportations

Helicopter Service for emergencies

6Y




Design Guidelines



Design Guidelines

As mentioned earlier, the Diwan will consist of three parts: a medical care centre, a services centre and an entertainment
centre. Before going into the detailing of such program, it is important to take into consideration some design guidelines
prior to building for the elderly people in Bint Jbeil.

A. Design Guidelines.

The design of a building for the eldetly must have a supportive environment. A supportive environment must include acces
sible parking and passenger loading zones, walkways, ramps, visible entrances and exits, large doorways, spacious restrooms
amongst many other things. Large spaces should be broken up into smaller areas for specific activities. An access to an out
door walking area or patio should be provided because eldetly people are encouraged to be outside as much as possible for
sunlight exposure and inhalation of fresh clean air. Studies have shown that gardening has proved effective with elderly
people because a well kept garden is a metaphorical image for coping well with life. Furthermore, studies on the Elderly have
shown that the optical lens in the human eye turns yellowish with age thus altering the perception of colour, whilst shades of
blue green and violet are perceived as duller in tone. In the same time psychological studies have shown that colour percep
tion improves safety and functioning, and has a subjective influence on mood. For that, earthly and warm colours such as or
anges, reds, yellows greens and browns should be present in abundance around the elderly for better functioning both physi
cally and mentally. Unfortunately, the study of colour therapy is often overlooked especially in Lebanon as opposed to the
United States for example where recovery rooms in hospitals for instance are filled with colourful walls and paintings to help
expedite the healing process in patients due to the positive effects of colours on the psyche. Colours also help the elderly dis

tinguish between rooms, and help them notice dead ends or turns in corridors etc. (Space, Place, and Age: Designing for the
Elderly by Andrea Meld)

Gendered Spaces.
Even though Bint Jbeil is predominantly a Muslim community, the segregation of women and the separation of the two sexes is
not that harsh. The community does not create separate spaces for each gender except in religious institutions and gatherings.

Therefore whilst designing the facility, I will not emphasize this separatio‘r‘iﬁl; creating duplicate activity rooms for the sexes. Some



The Medical Care Center



The Medical Care Center

The medical care facility cares for both patients who suffer from minor diseases and sicknesses
and patients who have severe chronic or cognitive disabilities. The facility provides in-house
treatments as well as outside treatments by sending nurses and practitioners to the homes of the
elderly in the old city. Or help them with their medications, and provide adequate care when

needed.

The Medical facility will include permanent clinics where doctors can treat out-patients, and

conduct medical check-ups and follow-ups on chronic illnesses such as Parkinson’s. These
clinics are also equipped with a diagnostic department that has X-rays, MRI's and other
radiology equipments. The medical facility in other words has the purpose of caring for the daily
health related needs of the elderly people of Bint Jbeil. The facility has all the services of a
regular hospital that include diagnosis care and recovery, but what differentiates it from one

remains the lack of operation rooms and intensive care units.

Another section of this medical facility is its Emergency Department. Located next to the main
street, it provides fast and easy exit routes for ambulances to transport accident victims who are
severely injured or patientsto Al Ghandour hospital immediately whilst providing proper first
aid care by trained individuals on the way. The Emergency Department is equipped with, a

plaster cast room to treat bone fractures.



The in-patient department in the medical facility constitutes of private or semi-private rooms
(based on the medical needs of a patient, and on patient consent or will). These rooms
accommodate patients who need intense and continuous medical care that cannot be provided at
home. These patients will stay in a home like environment, adequately designed and decorated to
break from the formality of a hospital room. If a patient’s condition deteriorates however, he or
she will be immediately transported to the Hospital. Moreover, if a patient is suffering from a
temporary illness, and does not wish to stay at home and lay burdens on his or her family, that
patient can choose to be transferred tothe facility and be taken care off properly until his or her
condition ameliorates. The in-patient department becomes not only a place for the chronically ill
as most hospitals are known for and dreaded for; instead it becomes an institution of wellness

and care for the elderly people of the society.

Medical Care Center

Program

User Group




Relation to the Old City



Relation of the Medical Care Center to the Old City

Medical Facility

department

The Site am

The inedical care center will be located at the edge of the
street so that the emergency department will be at equal ,
~ distance from the elderly’s houses in the old city and

L Ghandour hospital located at the north castern entrance
of Blnt_]beﬂ |




The Entertainment Center



The Diner



The Entertainment Center

The second part of the Diwan deals with the aspect of entertaining the elderly people of Bint
Jbeil who in most are at their retirement age, and find themselves with plenty of free time at
hand. For that I have divided entertainment into two parts: The Diner and the Social Events and

Activities Programs.

1. The Diner

Given that the Elderly people of Bint Jbeil are the guardians of their family houses, when most of
their families are either living abroad or in other parts of the country, the elderly people live
alone in their houses and only have each other as company. The Diwan will provide them with a
facility called the diner that provides them with a restaurant style public space, with a fully
equipped kitchen. Since cooking is a very vital partina woman’s daily activity in Bint Jbeil, the
Kitchen will allow the elderly women to cook for themselves and each other. The Restaurant
Style Dining will provide a guaranteed daily meal for the elderly of Bint Jbeil who have no one
to cook for them, and will provide a scheduled delivery service for the people who choose not to
come to the diner on any given day, or who simply cannot come due to physical disabilities. A
typical scenario would be Im Nassim, an 82 year old retired history teacher, renowned for her
famous Kousa Bil Laban who would volunteer once a week to cook at the kitchen and feed her
friends sitting at the restaurant or waiting at home. The kitchen will also be producing meals for
the in-patient residents of the medical facility. The Diner will also cater the special event meals
such as the Hrisseh that is prepared every year by the women in Sahat el Birkeh on the occasion

of Eid el Hizb.



Relation to the Old City
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" 1he Dmer s Kltchen prowdes meals for the dog
derly people, e1ther at their houses, at the restau— i
- rant and for those staying at the medical facility.
Moreover, the kitchen is also a space where the el—.f l
~ derly women can cook thelr meale and share i
with the others. S o




Medical Facility

Al Ghandour

Emergenc
department |

e Sie k.

‘The diner will not only cater
to the elderly’s daily needs but;{i
will also patticipate on special
occasions such as Eid el Hizb,
where the women cook Hms—
seh every year. "
- The Diner spreads 1 its fun-
tions to the entire old city.
The Diner eill be located
facing the saha al Kadlma/;and;
will have a view on the garden




Social Activities and Programs



2 - Social Events and Activity Programs

As T have described eatlier, the elderly people of Bint Jbeil have become passive participants in the
social dynamic of the city. The buildings that used to house their social activities have been replaced
by buildings serving commercial purposes that would eventually generate more ncome. (Show the
narrative of Hayy el Nabiyya). The social events and activities program will help reinstate activities
and events for the elderly people of Bint Jbeil and will turn them into active participants in the
society by providing them with activities that elicit cultural interaction amongst them, and with the

younger generation of the city.

Located next to Sahat Al Kadima, the Assisted Living facility will participate in the reconstruction
plan that shapes the new identity of this old Saha. It will be located next to Social Institutions that
deal with the public sector rather than the private such as NGOs, Women’s rights clubs, Children
associations etc. This section of the facility will include an auditorium where educational, cultural

and social conferences will be held by professionals to help better educate the people of Bint Jbeil

and raise awareness amongst them.

As mentioned previously, nature and the outdoor environment are very important to the elderly.
For that, the facility will include two types of outdoor spaces and

gardens. The private patios that will provide open outdoor spaces where individuals can pair up
to chat, play cards, drink coffee or tea, all whilst enjoying the natural environment. These patios
will lead to individual plots of small land where each elderly individual can plant his or her own
garden. In the Boustan nearby, horticulture classes will be given, and the elderly will be the main
sponsors assisted by the municipality for the planting and reforestoration of Bint Jbeil. By doing

so, the elderly would be doing walking exercises, which helps the flow of blood in their veins.



A common activity observed in the daily lifestyles of the elderly people is watching TV in the afternoon prior to
their afternoon nap. For my intervention to blend into the already established customs of the people, spacious
lounges with TV sets will be available in the common areas of the facility, whete afternoon naps or midday breaks
would seem more enjoyable to the elderly.

A library will also be available for archive and manuscript storage. The library will include reading spaces where one
can read quietly without the disturbances of a household. The library will also include a news stand with all the
daily newspapers, as reading the daily news is often a widely practiced activity amongst the men of the city. The li
brary will also include a common area, where the elderly can engage in story telling to the young children of the
city. The library will become a cultural landmark and the access to it is none restricted as it could be accessed by the
surrounding schools as well as the social and cultural institutions nearby.

The facility will also include workshops that teach different activities and programs. These programs will include
crafts such as shoe making, tailoring; drawing, pottery; quilting; and sewing. The eldetly can either participate in
these classes as students, or could teach some of these classes to the younger generations of the city. The activity
rooms will be allocated indoors in the winter, and classes and workshops could be given outdoors in the winter.
This section of the facility will also include a gym and an exercise room where Physiotherapy will take place, since
most of the eldetly people are in need of physiotherapy or massages due to decreased mobility, or broken bones.
Studies have also shown that water exercises are very beneficial for the eldetly since water lessens the strain of
physical exercise on the body by removing the weight of the body from the equation, for that an indoor pool will
be provided and will be used during all seasons. As the concept of the swimming pool would clash with some cul-
tural traditdons held in villages, pool schedules will be organised in a way as to separate the men from the women

by allocating separate times for pool exercises.



Finally, observations have shown that eldetly people are often victims of depression, and that
reflects in the temperament of elderly people as they become less tolerant of their surroundings
and more éusceptible to mood swings. That is mainly due to fear of approaching death, and
sorrow of their dwindling youth as they see themselves grow physically and mentally helpless
with age. One of the main objectives of this facility is to fight depression and plant a seed of
optimism in the elderly people who have paid their due to society and have succumbed to the
effects of time. By providing the elderly with adequate physical and mental medical attention,
and recreational activities to keep their feeling of productivity alive, we try to avert depression
and sadness and try to provide the elderly with an enjoyable and safe way to spend their

retirement.



Relation to the Old City



Relation of the program to the old city

Gardening —_— Boustan

Sitting Area
Entertainment center

Shoe Industry
PS| —> Technical
School

Schools

> Saha al kadima

Fitness



L1brary and Readmg Space

: Thl% part of the entertainment program will help store the memoty of the elderly and will transmit it to the younger gcneratlons The hbmry
will have an archive room and a reading space that will allow the eldetly to transmit the tale of the past. Durmg summer and sprmg, thls ac--
7 tmtv will occur in the saha al Kadtma The hbrary will be used bv the xmmundmg schools .

 Stories:

“Once Upon a Time, there was a phoenician princess who lived in the ¢ty of Jbeil. She was very beauntiful and smart. Unfortunately, ber father wanted her to marg?
a turkish. prinee in order to strengthen the bond between the two countries. She conldn’t bear the thought of marrying someone out of love, so she ran away and .fettded
in a very far land where she formed ber own ,émgdom T/Je pmplc loved her so much that they named the kingdon afler ber, ‘the daz/gbter of jlml ’ knwon as Bmt |

- il

“ Lm;g time ago, zbm’ was 4 wam;z w/m was visited by the propbet She /Jan’ the ability to heal the sick and the disabled. She would go from w/lage 0 zzrllage in .
 onder 1o use her healing power. S he traveled on the back of a mule. W//Jeﬂ she canre to Bint ] bez/ the moment she m;z)pcn' her fmt on fbe orazmd J/JL’ benl {Iozm aﬂd
dze(/ She died in what i 25 called Ioday Sabat al I\alﬂgyyd i : 4o

Story telling

}Re‘ading'Sprac‘é : :

" Archives

. The workshops Wlll a]low thc elderly of Bmt]beﬂ to pass on their expertise as craftsmen to the younger generauom The work—
shops wlﬂ coordmatc wuh the techmcal school and the shoe mdustry located in Saha al Kadima : o
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The Service Center



The Service Facility

This section of the assisted living program will provide the eldetly with services. The
housekeeping and linen service will cater for the in-patient department as well as
provide volunteers who will clean elderly homes every other week. Cleaning services

would include changing bed sheets and towels, washing laundry etc. The mainte Medical Facility
Al Ghandour
Hospital

nance program will help fix any problem in home appliances, plumbing as well as

Emergency

electrical services. This part of the program is to help ease the burden of the eldetly epuime

Services
department

living alone, and not being able to do the handy work that is required at home every

once in a while. Another aspect of this section is the postal services that would help
The Site am A &
The Enterta

keep the ties between the elderly and their relatives living abroad through physical b
mail that includes pictures postcards recording or even electronic mail that would be

received at the centre, and then printed out and delivered to the elderly people.

Finally, the transportation program will help ease motorized movement for the

elderly, especially in winter and over long distances.

The Service Facility

In-patient Elderly’s

rooms houses




Scenarios



Scenatio 1: Abou Imad

Name: Abou Imad

Age: 68 years old

Famlly 3 boys (abroad), 1 girl (Belrut)
Occupatlon. Retired, used to be a tailorman
Home in Bint Jbeil: Hayy el Zghireh
Current Location: Beirut with his daughter

Abou Imad, a 68 year old retired taﬂor is in good-health. He does not need medical care other than his yeatly check—ups
Abou Imad has no disabilities, and wakes up every morning, and goes about his daily chores. In the afternoon he has lunch
“' ’at the dmer and then teaches taxlormg at the faclhtv every Tuesday and Thursdav afternoon Every evening he plays cards in 7

- the games room \Vhllst sipping a cup of tea with his friends, and telling them about his new chsc1ples he taught sewmg to

' today in class




Name: Ehsan Moslem Goumaa : i
Age: 74 years old

Famlly 2 boys (abroad), 1 girl (Beirut)
Occupatlon. used to be a

Home in Bint Jbeil: Hayy el Joumaa

Current Location: Next to cemetery until house is i'ebuilt_

Ehsan Moslem, 4 74 vear old retired sluf)e'-m;d;er, suffers from back aches. Twice a week, after he

\mkes up in the m‘omiu ;md drinks his
g, o

s coffee, he comes to the t wility for his phvslodlempyg -

 sessions, hetore headmglmd\ mm ro\vn to S up his shop

Sl thal el D(u mmh” in Ein el Zg huch. 5

He In _’iunc.h at the dmcr or ordeix fnod ttom the f

i shoe—tﬁ zl\mg at rhc muhtv to qtudcnts of rhe tcghmml school. E\'erv ev

playing cards and m\'dah at rhe muhtv Ehsan love.s his garden as he tends 1o it e\'erv day after

o le mlmg new tr:dmlque% of gm\xmq lm ghcn'\ tomatoes at the ]mmullmw club.

shoe maket, today owner t of mini Market

.mlm On Mondays and W cdnesdav he tea'chésm -

i o Abém Imadat



Scenario 3: Im Al

Age:, 86 years old . ' » ‘
Famlly 7 children. She’s a WldOW

Occupation: Housewife k ,

,, Home in Bint Jbell: Next to the old souq e ‘

enr old \det >w, has disibetes and urinary problems. Everx dav,: a nume is &enf tr) hér
home to \nve hcr a sh( Ot Of 111\1_11111. She is rhen broug,hr bac.L to t.u_thrv \vhcle shc spends the dav \he
S IS ves ﬁ) g.()c)l«. in t’hc dinet's kitchen as she is partly re spunslble !:mr»teeding rhg entne elckrly -*‘
L crug'r}l1;t_111 i‘t' ‘ A

v Ilt‘l. dehunus !:uods Jnd rcupc-s. \trc-r lunch Irn Alis

» he ‘f11811db \vhxlat sxppxng; u)ttee

aid 'chﬁrﬁh
storie;smlnd storiea Of her c.hlldren. Iy N1 ’soxneti mes

helps her f'rié.n ds
vvc,rv tond of phvsxc al activity, as she feels shie Licks the stren gth of doing so. Ever since the' tacilit

ha\ gn’en Im -&11 a purpoxe and a respcxnsxl)ﬂity

ot crﬁ»o king for h er peé'rs.,; Im ,&11 s mnod Q\Vll‘lg% hav
e 'rea‘sc.d cuns 1dc:1*'11)15 ho\vever the vhxnng

psychologist s il rhlnks ﬂldf Im’

~‘11:1d &cvei al run es aweek approaches Im :&11 i1y rhe atrernoone Afl’ﬁ:l. she
,;‘tuushcd \\’Jtt.,]'llll her t,xvounre 'I \

show in 'rhe lounge and inquires
g q

about how SHeds doing, and
: 11 nv,she fec_ls




Scenario 3: Im Al

Age:, 86 years old . ' » ‘
Famlly 7 children. She’s a WldOW

Occupation: Housewife k ,

,, Home in Bint Jbell: Next to the old souq e ‘

enr old \det >w, has disibetes and urinary problems. Everx dav,: a nume is &enf tr) hér
home to \nve hcr a sh( Ot Of 111\1_11111. She is rhen broug,hr bac.L to t.u_thrv \vhcle shc spends the dav \he
S IS ves ﬁ) g.()c)l«. in t’hc dinet's kitchen as she is partly re spunslble !:mr»teeding rhg entne elckrly -*‘
L crug'r}l1;t_111 i‘t' ‘ A

v Ilt‘l. dehunus !:uods Jnd rcupc-s. \trc-r lunch Irn Alis

» he ‘f11811db \vhxlat sxppxng; u)ttee

aid 'chﬁrﬁh
storie;smlnd storiea Of her c.hlldren. Iy N1 ’soxneti mes

helps her f'rié.n ds
vvc,rv tond of phvsxc al activity, as she feels shie Licks the stren gth of doing so. Ever since the' tacilit

ha\ gn’en Im -&11 a purpoxe and a respcxnsxl)ﬂity

ot crﬁ»o king for h er peé'rs.,; Im ,&11 s mnod Q\Vll‘lg% hav
e 'rea‘sc.d cuns 1dc:1*'11)15 ho\vever the vhxnng

psychologist s il rhlnks ﬂldf Im’

~‘11:1d &cvei al run es aweek approaches Im :&11 i1y rhe atrernoone Afl’ﬁ:l. she
,;‘tuushcd \\’Jtt.,]'llll her t,xvounre 'I \

show in 'rhe lounge and inquires
g q

about how SHeds doing, and
: 11 nv,she fec_ls




Scenario 4: Abou Naim

Name: Aboy Naim

Age: 90 years old

Family: 5 Children

Occupation: Retired, used to be the best trader in town
Home in Bint Jbeil: t1ay u pivan ‘
Current Location: Dahieh with this daughter

Abou Naim s 9 vears old: he & the oldest person Bint Jbedl, and suffers from arthritis. Abou

Natm prefers Staying af hotme and receives his treatment there. Abou Naim i Kept under rigorous
2 obéenﬁtioﬁ ﬁ"om the centre, and is vistted by a nurse every mothing. Food is sent to Hnm daily and
' h:‘msekeeping is sent every other week to keep his house clean. Abou Naim s driven to the tacility

on oceasons :md 1 pacticipate in festivities and events. The facility organizes weekly visits of the
. j*‘c{i‘imger.gen'emﬁdné of Bint fheil to Abou Nnim"s house to keep him company while he tells them
“stories nfmmrhis vast tepertoire o fevents (il;lf’h:l\'(‘ happened th roughout the century. and of which
Abou ;N;u'm is the only FeMAnIng withess too, Ever since these visits have been taking place, Abou
Nmm is 1 h;ipp’ier person as he feg‘ls very much ;lli\';i‘ and respected for his old age as oppqsed to

when he was bving alone and Felr forgotten by his community and left alone to die slowly.

o




Project Governance



The Diwan of Bmtjbed will be ﬁmded by th:ee sources: The State ot Oamr, who s adoprmg the reconstruction leﬂ Of the old city
of Bmt ]beil The Mxmsm of Health thmugh the \hunclpahtv who will support 10% of the LOS( of the project; and the third

~ undecided source \vhnch will maml\' mclude charity tOUﬂdAflons Gwen the fact that most of Bmtjbeil s populanou live abroad and
the sense of '1ttachment to one’s land 1s very much Ah\ e m Bint ]bed’s culture, there is no doubt tth the Lebanese community living
abroad wil also pgrticimte in the funding of the pmjecr.

~

The facility will need a trained s taff o run the medical care facility and that is where DAR AL-AJAZA ALISLAMIAH (DALY wil
play a major role. The NGO will be responsible for the medical care facility 4 it was established in 1954 and is now at a capacity 1o

achmnmdnte 700 patients dis,txibuted in the Germtacs and Psychiatrit-; deparﬁnents. DAIA provides all of its services for free, and

its ob;ecnve not only to provide Geriatric care, but also to raise awareness concerning the elderly’s rights in rhe different fields of

life and society, and support students and reseatchers in genatrics and geromology.
The partners, the State of Qatar, The Ministry of Health and The donors will appoint a pesson to manage the whole project.

Construction Cost | Maintenance Cost

‘Proféssional Expertise
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