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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF 

 

 

 

 

 

Esraa Abdullah Al Shammari     for     Master of Arts 

     Major: Arabic Language and Literature 

 

 

 

Title: ―Strange(r)ness‖ in Modern Arabic Poetry 

 

 

This thesis aims to explore the stranger in modern Arabic poetry.  It examines 

and explicates selected texts by three of the most prominent modern Arab poets: Qassim 

Haddad (b. 1948-), Wadi‗ Sa„adeh (b. 1948- ), and Mahmoud Darwish (1941-2008).  

The selected poems deal with duality, marginality, and/or the transcendental self which 

has no fixed abode and reflects a rhizomatic way of thinking.  It transcends the ‗here‘ 

and ‗now‘ and longs for obtaining what it lacks.  This unfulfilled longing acts as its 

underlying drive to manipulate the ‗margin‘ through modifying its negative 

connotations, such as despair, hopelessness, and deprivation and making it the ‗center‘ 

or mainstream. With this in mind, I will trace the state of the art of the notions of 

emigration, self-estrangement and alienation in modern Arabic poetry and take 

Muhammad al-Maghut as an example, before delving deep into selected texts by 

Haddad, Sa„adeh, and Darwish. 
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(re-)(meta-)

(Rhizome)

(Gilles Deleuze)(Félix Guattari)



 

(Self)

(individuality)

(Rhizomatic Self)

(Transcendental Self)

(Uncanny Strangeness)



 

(Liminal Space)
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(moment of transit)
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―The Uncanny‖

―liminal space‖

(Homi Bhaba)―the foreigner‖

(Julia Kristeva)Strangers to Ourselves
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Fadia Suyoufie and Mahmoud Kharbutli, ―The Uncanny in Modern Arabic Short Story,‖  

Al-Abhath XLIII (1995), 43-67; Ferial Ghazoul, ―Iraqi Short Fiction: The Unhomely at 

Home and Abroad,‖ Journal of Arabic Literature 35, no.1 (2004), 1-24. 
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All knowledge of denion, of strangeness, is brought, led, clarified, 

and joined by the knowledge about (being at) home. 

—Martin Heidegger, Hölderlin‟s Hymn “The Ister” 

Such ―knowledge‖ about residences and residing can be stated 

only poetically.  

—Jean Greisch, ―Being, the Other, the Stranger‖ 

                                                           

 

 

Muhsin J. Al-Musawi, ―Conclusion: Deviational and Reversal Poetics—Dissent, not 

Allegiance,‖ in Arabic Poetry: Trajectories of Modernity and Tradition (London; New 

York: Routledge, 2006), 237. 
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(Homi Bhabha)―liminal space‖

―.moment of transit‖

―beyond‖

… [I]n the fin de siècle, we find ourselves in the moment of transit where 

space and time cross to produce complex figures of difference and identity, 

past and present, inside and outside, inclusion and exclusion. … Th[e] ‗in-
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between‘ spaces provide the terrain for elaborating strategies of selfhood …  

that initiate new signs of identity. (In H. Bhabha, Introduction to The 

Location of Culture (London: Routledge, 1994), 1). 
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(alienation)

 

 

 

 

(Powerlessness) ،(Normlessness)(Meaninglessness)

(Isolation)(Self-estrangement)(Egocentricity)

(Distrust)(Pessimism)(Anxiety)(Resentment)
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(process)

 

(the beyond)
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―.The Uncanny [Strangeness]‖

                                                           
34  
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38  (Alix Strachey)―das Unheimliche‖ 

(Homi Bhabha)―Unhomely‖

The unhomely moment creeps up on you [the reader] stealthily as your own 

shadow … . Although the ‗unhomely‘ is a paradigmatic colonial and post-

colonial condition, it has a resonance that can be heard distinctly, if 

erratically, in fictions that negotiate the powers of cultural difference in a 

range of transhistorical sites. (Homi Bhabha, Introduction to The Location of 

Culture, 9).   

 

Freud, 935, 946
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(heimlich)

(unheimlich)

                                                           

 

Freud, ―The Uncanny,‖ Trans. Alix Strachey, in The Norton Anthology of Theory and 

Criticism, eds. Vincent B. Leitch et al (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2001), 931-

934.  

41
 ―Thus heimlich is a word the meaning of which develops in the direction of 

ambivalence, until it finally coincides with its opposite, unheimlich. Unheimlich is in some 

way or other a sub-species of heimlich.‖ Freud, 934.

42
  

―[The] uncanny is in reality nothing new or alien, but something which is familiar 

and old-established in the mind and which has become alienated from it only through the 

process of repression.‖ Freud, 944. 

43  
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Rebecca Saunders

                                                           
44  

Anthony Vidler, The Architectural Uncanny: Essays in the Modern Unhomely (Cambridge, 

Mass.: MIT Press, 1992), 3-14, 39; John Jervis, ―Uncanny Presences,‖ in Uncanny 

Modernity: Cultural Theories, Modern Anxieties, eds. Jo Collins and John Jervis (New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008), 10-13; Rebecca Saunders, ―Uncanny Presence: The 

Foreigner at the gate of Globalization,‖ Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the 

Middle East XXI, no. 1-2 (2001), 90-91. 
 

 

46
 ―Uncanniness, then, is a kind of presence.‖ R. Saunders, ―Uncanny Presence: The 

Foreigner at the Gate of Globalization,‖ 90; 

 

47
 ―… new transnational home spaces opened up by globalization.‖ R. Saunders, 90.
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―alien presences‖(Anthony Vidler)―uncanny presence(s)‖

(John Jervis)

―.potential surrogates presences‖

 

 

                                                           
48  

49
 See A. Vidler, Introduction to The Architectural Uncanny: Essays in the Modern 

Unhomely, 3. 

50
 See R. Saunders, 90. 

51
 J. Jervis, ―Uncanny Presences,‖ 13. 

52
 Freud says that what interests him the most in the uncanny as a term ―is to find 

that among its different shades of meaning the word ‗heimlich‟ exhibits one which is 
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(intellectual uncertainty)

(Outsider)(Colin Wilson)

                                                                                                                                                                                 

identical with its opposite, ‗unheimlich.‘ [That is to say] [w]hat is heimlich thus comes to 

be unheimlich.‖ Freud, 933.  

53
 ―[T]he double,‖ ibid., 940.

54
 ―[I]nvoluntary repetition,‖ ibid., 942; ―constant recurrence of the same thing,‖ 

ibid., 943.  

(C. G. Jung)

―synchronicity‖

55
 Ibid., 931, 937. 

56
 Ibid., 931.

57 See Colin Wilson, ―The Country of the Blind,‖ in The Outsider (London: V. 

Gollancz, 1956), 15. 

 
58
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―The Outsider is a man who has awakened to chaos,‖ ibid., 15; ―[the Outsider] sees too 

deep and too much. (Cf. Henri Barbusse, Inferno, Trans. John Rodker (London: Joiner & 

Steele, 1932), 72),‖ quoted in C. Wislon, ―The Country of the Blind,‖ in The Outsider, 15. 

C. Wilson, ―The Outsider as Visionary,‖ in The Outsider, 203-246. 

59
 The Outsider is a man who cannot live in the comfortable, insulated world 

of the bourgeois, accepting what he sees and touches as reality. ‗He sees too 

deep and too much,‘ and what he sees is essentially chaos. He may have no 

reason to believe that chaos is positive. (Ibid., 15). 

60  

61   

―[T]he phenomenon of the ‗double,‘‖ ―the theme of the ‗double,‘‖ and ―the idea of the 

‗double,‘‖ in S. Freud, 940; ―the figure of the ‗double,‘‖ ibid., 941.  

62
 Ibid., 940.
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63

  

64
 [T]he subject identifies [itself] with someone else, so that [it] is in doubt 

as to which [its] self is, or substitutes the extraneous self for [its] own. In 

other words, there is a doubling, dividing and interchanging of the self. And 

finally there is the constant recurring of the same thing…. (Freud, 940).  

 



27 
 

                                                           

 

(Herbert Marcuse) 

H. Marcuse, One Dimensional Man: Studies in the Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society 

(Boston: Beacon Press, 1964), 11; 

 

 

C. Wilson, ―The Country of the blind,‖ in The Outsider, 11; Franz Rosenthal, ―The 

Stranger in Medieval Islam,‖ Arabica XLIV (1997), 35-36; Julia Kristeva, Strangers to 

Ourselves (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 1, 88; Jean Greisch, ―Being, the 

Other, the Stranger,‖ Trans. T. Gregg Monteith and Joseph O‘Leary, in Phenomenologies 

of the Stranger: Between Hostility and Hospitality, eds. Richard Kearney and Kascha 

Semonovitch (New York: Fordham University Press, 2011), 216-217, 220; Rudi Visker, 

―The Strange(r) within me,‖ Ethical Perspectives 12, no. 4 (2005), 426. 
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(Jean Greisch)

―Strange(r)ness‖
70

―r‖

(Rudi Visker)

―.The Strange(r) within me‖

                                                           
68

 ―At first sight, the Outsider is a social problem. He is the hole-in-corner man,‖ in 

―The Country of the Blind,‖ in C. Wilson, The Outsider, 11.

69
 ―[T]he notion of the stranger is not primarily of a conceptual order at all. The 

―stranger‖ does not find a place among first-range philosophical concepts such as ―the 

Absolute‖ or ―alienation.‖ J. Gresich, ―Being, the Other, the Stranger,‖ 215. 

70
 See J. Greisch, 223.

71
 See R. Visker, 425. 
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(Julia Kristeva) (the foreigner) 

(blurred)

(symptom)

(scar)

                                                           
72

 ―Thus the notion of foreigner in the sense of ―peregrine‖ [i.e.: wandering alien] 

became blurred….‖ J. Kristeva, Strangers to Ourselves, 88. 

73
 A symptom that precisely turns ―we‖ into a problem, perhaps makes it 

impossible, The foreigner comes in when the consciousness of my 

difference arises, and he disappears when we all acknowledge ourselves as 

foreigner, unamenable to bonds and communities. (J. Kristeva, ibid., 1).  
 

(Danièle Lochak)

J. Kristeva, ―By what Rights are you a Foreigner?‖ ibid., 103.  

74
 Ibid., 4, 98. 

75
 ―Between the man and the citizen there is a scar: the foreigner.‖ J. Kristeva, ibid., 

98; ―[T]he ambiguous mark of a scar [is the foreigner‘s] very own well-being.‖ J. Kristeva, 

ibid., 4.

76
 ―Is [the foreigner] fully a man if he is not a citizen? Not enjoying the rights of 

citizenship, does he possess his rights of man?‖J. Kristeva, ibid., 98. 
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77

 Strangely, the foreigner lives within us: he is the hidden face of our 

identity, the space that wrecks our abode, the time in which understanding 

and affinity founder. By recognizing him within ourselves, we are spared 

detesting him in himself. (J. Kristeva, ibid., 1). 
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―The ―closest‖ [is] the ―face[,]‖ and the farthest off [is] the stranger. The stranger is ―the 

one over there,‖ anonymous and faceless.‖ J. Greisch, 220. 

80
  (Gilles Deleuze)

(Félix Guattari)

 

G. Deleuze and F. Guattari, ―Introduction: Rhizome,‖ in A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism 

and Schizophrenia, Translated and forwarded by Brian Massumi (Minneapolis: University 

of Minnesota Press, 1987), 3-25;  

(Ines Kappert)

 

I. Kappert, ―Postmodernism: Facets of a Figure of Thought,‖ in Arabic Literature: 

Postmodern Perspectives, eds. Angelika Neuwirth et al (London: Saqi Books, 2010), 13-

24. 
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(Franz Rosenthal)

                                                           
81

  ―The stranger may also be called son of the road ―because when he makes his 

appearance among people who do not know him, the only pedigree (nasab in the sense of 

nisba) he can muster is one that connects him to the road whence he comes‖ (cf. al-Šarīšī, 

Šarḥ al-Maqāmāt (Cairo 1306), I, 69),‖ quoted in Franz Rosenthal, ―The Stranger in 

Medieval Islam,‖ Arabica XLIV (1997), 37.  
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(mainstream)(center)

                                                           
82  

―Never quite fitting in. Always on the edge.‖ Joanna Kadi, Introduction to Food for our 

Grandmothers: Writings by Arab-American and Arab-Canadian Feminists, ed. Joanna 

Kadi (Boston: South End Press, 1994), xvi. 

(hyphenated identity)

(hyphen)

―.the predicament of in-betweenness‖

Syrine Hout, ―The Predicament of In-Betweenness in the Contemporary Lebanese Exilic 

Novel,‖ in Literature and Nation in the Middle East, eds. Yasir Suleiman and Ibrahim 

Muhawi (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006), 190-207. 
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(bell hooks)

 

                                                           
83

 bell hooks says that she is: 

not speaking of a marginality one wishes to lose, to give up, or surrender as 

part of moving into the center, but rather as a site one stays in, clings to 

even, because [Marginality] nourishes one‘s capacity to resist. It offers the 

possibility of radical perspectives from which to see and create, to imagine 

alternatives, new worlds. (―Marginality as Site of Resistance,‖ in Out There: 

Marginalization and Contemporary Cultures, eds. Russell Ferguson et al 

(New York: The MIT Press, 1990), 341). 
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(genre)
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http://www.qhaddad.com/ar/time/time78.asp
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–
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―there are those who transcend‖

(transcendental self)

                                                           

 

… [T]here are those who transcend: living neither before nor now but 

beyond, they are bent with a passion that, although tenacious, will remain 

forever unsatisfied. It is a passion for another land, always a promised one, 

that of an occupation, a love, a child, a glory. They are believers and 

sometimes ripen into skeptics. ( J. Kristeva, Strangers to Ourselves, 10). 

 

 

―will remain forever unsatisfied….‖ J. Kristeva, ibid., 10. 

 

(Iō)(Zeus)

―[Iō] saw no solution but to flee continuously….‖ J. Kristeva, ibid., 43.  
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(saudade)

(saudade)

                                                           

 ―das Unheimliche‖

 (Rodney Gallop)

―In a word saudade is yearning: yearning for something so indefinite as to be indefinable:  

an unrestrained indulgence in yearning.‖ R. Gallop, Portugal: A Book for Walkways 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1936), 262. 

(saudade)

(depression) 

 

Leandro Feldmann, ―Aesthetics of Saudade,‖ ProZ.com Translation Article 

Knowledgebase, http://www.proz.com/doc/1399, (accessed December 23, 2011). 
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(Aubrey Fitz Gerald Bell)

                                                           
106

  

The famous saudade of the Portuguese is a vague and constant desire for 

something that does not and probably cannot exist, for something other than 

the present, a turning towards the past or towards the future; not an indolent 

dreaming wistfulness … [B]ut as a rule saudade is caused by nothing so 

definite as absence from a person or thing beloved. Real saudade … need[s] 

to be based on no grief or sorrow. (Aubrey Fitz Gerald Bell, In Portugal 

(London; New York: John Lane, 1912), 7-8). 

 

108
 ―Absence has a daughter, whose name is Saudade.‖ A. Bell, ibid., 7.  
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Clarissa Burt, ―Loss and Memory: The Exilic Nihilism of Wadī‘ Sa‘ādah, Australia‘s 

Lebanese Émigré Poet,‖ Journal of Arabic Literature 41 (2010): 180-195.  

 

  

http://digital.ahram.org.eg/articles.aspx?Serial=164924&eid=215
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 [It] is that of his last thirteen years, or more precisely starting with two 

major works, Why Did You Leave the Horse Alone? (A book of return to the 

dispersed self, a book of exile, questioning, and estrangement, as he says) 

and Sarīr al-gharība [The Stranger‟s Bed], both of which herald his slow 

but sure itinerary in the direction of an all-encompassing humanism. The 

beginning of this stage coincides with the Oslo Accords and the 

establishment of the new Palestinian Authority in the West Bank and Gaza; 

it witnesses his first visit to Gaza and Haifa, and his definitive return to 

Ramallah in 1996, until his death in August 2008. During this stage, the 

conflicting intellectual and aesthetic threads of his previous thoughts are 

woven in unifying contrapuntal patterns. The personal lyrical voice becomes 

dominant, subsuming the collective voice, but with a clearer emphasis on the 

general human character of the Palestinian problem. (As‗ad E. Khairallah, 

―Mahmud Darwish: Writing Self and History as Poem,‖ in Poetry  

and History: The Value of Poetry in Reconstructing Arab History, eds. 

Ramzi Baalbaki et al (Beirut: American University of Beirut Press, 2011), 

339). 
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(Claudio Guillén)(literature of counter-exile)

                                                           

 

… [T]he literature of counter exile… incorporate[s] the separation from 

place, class, language or native community, insofar as they [the writers] 

triumph over the separation and thus can offer wide dimensions of meaning 

that transcend the earlier attachment to place or native origin. (Claudio 



74 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Guillén, ―On the Literature of Exile and Counter-Exile,‖ Books Abroad 50, 

no. 2 (1976): 272).  
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