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Major: UrbanDesign

Title: Borderzonesin postconflict cities: Re-conceptualizindBe i r formérGreen
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Borderzonesn postconflict citiesarethelocusof collectiveimaginaries
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0 1 d i viith referéncdo therealitiesof theird i s t comtextasved| asto the
overallcity dynamics.The casestudyfocusesonthe SouthernentanceofBei r ut 6 s
CentralDistrict alongDamascufkoad(a segmenbf theformerGreenLine) and
examina its transformatiorfrom a combatzoneinto a transitionalandunresolved
interfacepolarizedbetweertwo districtidentities;to the East,a campuddistrict typified
by SaintJosephJniversity (USJ),andto the Westa corporatedevelopmenprecinct
epitomizedby Beirut Digital District (BDD). Thethesisproposes setof context
sensitiveurbandesignstrategiegor enhancingstreetscapalentity, improving vehicular
andpedestriarconnectivity,andproviding aframeworkfor privatedevelopmenaimed
atstrengtheningheresponsiveeapacityof B e i rfarmhed@eenLine asaresilient
interface.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

A. Introduction

This study builds on the urban planning and design workshop dntitle
APl anning for Resilience: Decoding and Rec
Fragmentationo at the American University
final yea project at the Lebanese American University. Initiallys thsearch stems
from a personal i nterest in Beirutodés .Green |
It is also upon amterest in conceptsuch agplace identity, and collective memory
Those notions ardevelopedhrough dynamic processes, which include notidns o
practices, representation, and memories, which are interconnected through time

parameter¢Kalandides, 2011 &lafeda, 2019).

In the contextof this thesisthe termdivision suggests the separation of two
entities along social and economic divided, &nd a g ment at i ondé denot es
been driven by neoliberal trendghichledto the polarization, and restructuring of their
urban form. The resuis the formationob edges' , whi ch are | inear
an area into two parts (Kabbah®89). Those edges are the locus of collective
imaginaries and catalysts of urban change, instigating memories and narratives of the

cityd s d y rthaisibecorsing partofwhatu k ez (2007) refders to ¢

Therefore, approaching borders in gpand time, in terms of their adaptive capacity to

1 A palimpsests a text that has been writtepan and erased ovéme (Lukez, 2007),
producing traces of the past, which tsilde collectivememory an amalgamation of cognition,
perceptions, and meaning.



change, has become part of a new paradigm referredjptaaging for resilienagor

the strengthening capacity for addjuta (Saliba & Farhat, 2019This approach raises
dialects of integration and gregation, promoting boundaries as dynamic elements for
therecr eati on of a placeds i dentity.

The workshop adopted a resilient position to reach planning and design
solutions that aim to reintegrate edges into their economic, social, and spatial .context
Accordingly, this thesis revises and adds desigmiered interventions by integrating
theories and lessons learned from the literature review and relevant local and global
case studies.

This research examines the two conceptragmentatiobanddesilient
pl anni ng vathmmndthedpedfic gpeiaultural contexts of contested cities of the

Global South, taking postwar Beirut as a case study.

B. Context Definition
1. The case-study of a divided/fragmented Beirut

The history of the Lebanese civiemrecallsmemories of Beirut as a broken
mirror, shattered by its soeeconomic developments (Naeff, 2014). The war has
spatiallyreconfiguredBeirut along edgethatfurther reinforce the dichotomous
i deol ogies. Thus, t he sdnBa o division Afteréhéwagr ew t ¢
mirroring the urbanization trends in developed cities, Beirut witnessed an increasing
polarization and neoliberal restructuriafits urban form in an attempt to reconstruct a

new identity for the cityThis shiftedBeirut from beinga dividedto afragmented city.



In the reconstruction plans of Beirut, several projects tackled the case of the
Green Linewhile some sought to besially responsive and commemorate this
division, others attempted to erase its traces.
2. The case-study of Beirut’s Green Line
The following will identify the different sections of the Green Line and their
current dynamicgFigure 1).
i Thefirstsecti on is part of Beirutds cit"
Martyrs' Square to the Ring Road. This prthis divide was erased
with the postwar reconstruction plans undertaken by Solitlere
1 The second section is part of the pmgnter zone of Beirutyhich
stretches from the Fouad Chehab Avenue to the Tayouneh Roundabout.
This part is neutralized aglaroughtraffic corridor, which corresponds
to Damascus road, a spine for religious, educational, cultural, and
entertainment amenities, as well as b far some administrative
offices. Moreover, due to its proximity to the Downtown area the
section is udergoing real estate and infrastructural developments.
1 The third section is part of Beirut suburbs, which includes the Old
Saida road. This sectiontexds from the Tayouneh Roundabout to
Chiyah Municipality, bordered by Chiyah on the West and Ain El
Roummaneh on the East. This section is sharply divided, spatially, and

socially, by the newly constructed throutyhffic corridor.

2 Following the devastating Lebanese Civil war, Solidere, ahebajointstock company
(public-private partnetsip), took charge of planning and redeveloping Beirut Central District. It
possesses special powers, such as expropriation and authority in codifying laws.

3



1 The fourth section isgt of Beirut suburbs, which stretches from the
Mar Mikhael church to the Choueifat area. It is curreatigergoing
changes at the infrastructural level.
The preceding proves thtite concept of East and West Beirut is still present in

theminds of the peple, which ismanifested through everyday spatial practices.

Figure 1.Aerial
photo of
metropolitan Beirut
showing the Green
Line, and its
different sections
(Source: Author,
2020)




3. The case of BCD Southern gateway

Thefield surveying and data collection are focused on the abimgighted
area, which is only preliminary andlibe redefined in chapter IVF{gure 2).

The selected section is theceadpart of the Green Linenore precisely the
Northern section of itwhich demonstrateseverabpatterns of fragmentations, including
socel, economic, and spatial dividdsis one the entrans¢o BCD, anareathat
includes the two neighborhoods of Yesoueih and Bachoura, which are both structured
by the EastVest axes of Fouad Chehab and Independence avenues, and the North
South axes of Bmascus and Bechara El Khoury roads.

To the East, is th¥esouieh sector a mixasse educational and residential
district, with the prominent campus of U&kda mix of colonial period and 1960s
buildings initially impacted by the war and currently sebje renovations for
restaurants, night clubs, fast food and coffee outlets. Haeilacludes Monot Street,
which is the main commercial and entertainment spine of the Yesouieh sector.
Nevertheless, due to gentrification, many retail shops closed. &nésarharacterized
by a middle to uppeincome Christian population.

To the West,d theBachoura sectoa predominantly residential middle
income Sunni district. It is currently undergoing gentrification with the demolition and
replacement of its peridoluildings by medium to high rise residential infills, and the
development of largscale projects like the BDD, an innovative higich hub. The
processsc al | ed Acr eat i vwhatigoeidalinkstohsé ¢ atei cme@at a ve
cl ass 6, -dasekl popuhatior tthag veould be the base for a flux of human capital
within the economic system (Florida,2008pwever this process further gentiefd the

areawhichled to negative impacts such as forced displacement
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C.Problematic
of

This thesis focusesont®® ut her n entr ance
Damascufoad (theformerGreen Line) and examines the transformation of its
identity, sirce the end of the civil war in 1990, fronbattlefield zonento a transport
corridor.Currently, this borderzore is undergoingestructuring along neoliberal
principles of developmenleavingit as an unresolved and transitioirdgérface
detacheandun-influenced from its local contexthe interface ipolarized between
two district typologies, to the Eatesoueih)is an institutional campus typified by
Saint Joseph University, and to the Wi&schoura)s a corporate development
epitomized by th&eirut Digital District (BDD. Therefore, the area is a significant

space for urban researahdanopportunity to studyporder zones in contested/

fragmented cities

BDD

] | 3
LStieet wt

CTVOROY

L]

Bl pe

2020
Institutional campus- USJ) === Neutral line :Spatial divide

Digital district -BDD Intermittent Monot:
Fading entertaiment hub

1990

I IDestroyed structures === Dividing line

Institutional campus Emerging entertaiment
usJ strip of Monot

Figure 3. Study aregroblematic context from 19901tR020(Source: Author, 220)



D. Researchquestion/ Premise

This thesigroceeds fronthe notion that dividing lines should be
accommodated rather than rejected. This study intends to answer the following: how to
re-conceptualize induced boundaries athlsegregators and integrators to be either
reinforced, negotriefar¢needo the realitief of thairdnmediaed 6 wi t
context dynamics?

Taking the interface zone between Yesouieh and Bachoura hovess it that
we can addredke dual ptential of border zones as segregators and integrators, with
reference to the econondynamics of their adjoining districts? More specificalipw
can urban design interventiorsre-<c oncept ual i ze the Green Lin
resilient interface, in response to the existing dual dynamics of a university campus
and a corporatedevelopmen®

My position follows the market growth and ensures that future developments
are regulated to ensure a viable environm@ntievisng plans for both the public and
private domainsThe research aina strengthening the responsive capacity of the ex
demacation zondo solve the transitional identity of the border zone

The thesis starts from the premise that various cultural, educational, and open
spacescrosghe Gren Line provide an opportunity for its integration within the city
fabric. It has on & Eastern side, Monot Street, which is the main commercial and
entertainment spine of the Yesouieh sector, the campus of USJ, and rich heritage fabric.
While on theWesern side, it has the potential of the booming digital district of USJ.

The goal is taeinforce and integrate the complementarily of jwecincts
USJ and BDD along the Greeme, where bottwill act as driving forces for urban

development



The schemesia multiscalarone (a) on a general level, it conceives a general
masterplan with vaous aspects of development; (b) On a micro level, it focuses on two
action areas within the neighborhepdndproposes setof contextsensitive urban
designstrategesfor enhancing streetscape identity, improving vehicular and pedestrian

connectivity, and providing a framework for private development

E. Researchsignificance

Thisthesimddr esses Beirutodés Green Line dif/f

plans.While many have seen the urge to turn this break into an integmative

segragativespine, by consolidating, erasing it, or appropriatintgit; were those who

envisioned it as a potential resilient spine in responge tontextual dynamics hose

dynamics include major economic polesome newas catalystsfor urban

redevelopmentwith thepotentialof altering the Green Line and allowing it to become a

dynamicelement n t he city that would shape the ci
While Bollers (2012)holds the kelief tha urban planning has a constructive

role in reuniting divided citiee stateshat there iagapwhen it comes to the role of

urban desigm divided cities Additionally, this research takes it a step furter

exploiing how urban design can also selssues in fragmented cities. As sudhst

study will investigate thpotentialof urban design in integrating borders in poshflict

cityscapes, in respse to emerging and existing dynamics

3 Catalyst is an urban element that is shaped &gitly and then, in turn, shapis
context. Ithas an incremental regeneration effect on the urban fabric, as it guides subsequent
development (Attoe &Logan, D, 1989).



F. Thesisstructure and methodology

Thesis Framework Thesis Fieldwork

Mix Qualitative & Quantitative® Qualitative”
Litteratutre review /RQ/ Goal Mapping and visualisation®: Workshop*
Theoretical background Direct observation
=

Divided cities Fragmented cities
Existing,
&3| Contextual appraisal® Data S
O] Borders as manifestations of urban Historical maps
= contestation &The Neoliberal restructuring + y
o) " . " Photographies
3 | Uit Historical and Spatial -
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a | Identity Connecnwtyl lOpegp&acPeubhc developments Design Strategy
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4
=
=i Lessons Learned Preliminary Design intervention
8 | l iDu Toit,2014 *Gharbieh, 2015

| Revised Design Intervention I “Travers 2001 “Saliba & Farhat 2019
Gilham,2001 "Cochrane,2014

“Planning and design workshop of fall 2019
, AUB /MUPP/MUD program

Figure 4. Methodology(Source: Author,2019)

The first chaptemtroducedag ui ck summary of the study
profile, andpresented theesearch questigrts significance, and its contribution to the
literature. It ends by enumerating the content and methodology of each chapter.
The second chapter expandstieoreical and methodological frameworks
extracted from the literature review and international/ local case studies. It explores
borders as a manifestatiohurban contestation amgkcliberalizationin cities

includingBelin, Belfast,andNicosia The extraced strategies are fundamental design
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principles and recommendations that will impravehe initial design plan achieved in
the Planning and Design WorkshopFall 2019 at the American University of Beirut.

The first part of the third chaptermates tle historical background of Beirut,
from a divided to a fragmented city, where it explains the evolution of Begut st r uct ur
influenced by th&reen Line ands restructuring due toeoliberal principles of
development The second half of thénapter decribes the urban design projects that
dealt with the Green Line from 1989 till now. Thassducted studiesre key to
extract urban tools and elemettiatwill contributeto enhancing the initial planning
and design intervention of the Plannengd Design Workshop

The fourthchapter provides a detailed account of the study conducted on the
Sout hern entrance of Beirutobés Centr al Di st
planning workshop. Thevidencancludesdata collection from fieldworkmapped
observations, and illustrated analysis that allowed for a better evaluation and assessment
of the existing practices along the Green Line. The observation/mapping pistocol
divided into three parts: i) historical and spatial development exarfieesea
historical and spatial developmenmith anemphasis on the postwar period extending
from 1990 until nowii) Identity and connectivitgppraisaincludest he si t eb6s act
street character and built environment, anccoinmunity, policy, ad market appraisal
entails a stakeholder analysis that identifies the views and aspirations of local
inhabitants, businesses and authorities as well as the interests of investors and
developers. The findings led to a critical understanding of the devefamiynamics
and susceptibility to change, which led to an iniiddan design and planning scheme

which will be part of the Appendix section.
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The fifth chaptegives a detailed account of the revised design scheme
following the studio workshopyhich will be divided into two: the general masterplan
andthedesign of two action areas, along with the legal framework and implementation
tools. The fans consisbf enhancinghe public doman thatincludesupgradingthe
quality of streets and open spaces, improving vehicular and pedestrian accessibility, and

provide a framework for private development.
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CHAPTER I

LITERATURE REVIEW

A. Theoretical background

The literature review explos¢ h e n ot rd e n sdividad Gitie$and
dragmentedcities. While the former is related to urban contestation as a factor of
segregation, the latter is linked to Aézeralization and gentrification as a catalyst of
urban restructuring. The third concept to beesred is the resilierapproactas a
shifting paradigm in urban planning and desmyhichapproacksborders in space and
time, in terms of their adaptive capacity to conditions of change, uncertainty, and
temporality. The literature review will conclugath the investigation of relevant case
studies, both international and loctd extract strategies that could be applied to the

study athand.

1. Divided cities: Borders as manifestations of urban contestation
Cities that present social, political, and smamic rifts are called divided or
polarizedcities (Kempem, 2007); they are split along a linear division, usually referred

to as Ademarcati on | i)(rigueS)or HnAborder o

13
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Two Pieces, Two Edges, andoncline: Microcosm A vs. Microcosm B:

APiece, i Fragments and Boundaries: The Boundary and its Microcosms:

a8 g

Figure 5. Boundariegefinition (Source: Kabbani,1989)

Borders are fixed andhfixed, made and unmadggrmeable, and
impermeableas suchtheir identities are constantly changing (Saliba, 20B8)ders
can be qualified by typgspatial, socieeconomic, sectarian, or/and institutional), level
of permeability, and dynamics (segaip or integrated). In contested cities, borders are
characterized by political, spatial, and social psychological manifestations (Bollens,
2012).Assauh, these divisions translate into w:
imaginary division lines (De VitaD16). While some borderlines consolidate through
time, others are constantly in fluxeing negotiated through everyday trespassing and
spatial practice (Hafeda, 2019).

Whil e borders are visible on maps and
minds.They act as a supportive framework for the collective memory, an amalgamation

of cognition, perceptions, and meaning (Bakshi, 2014). The alteration, expansion, or

14



removalof a border affects the collective memory of a group, community, or nation,
which reflects on the city'éshifting) identity* (Bakshi,2014).

During the last decades, formerly divided cities such as Berlin and Beirut have
shifted both their idenig@sandrestructurel and beamefragmentectities redefining
the configuration and meanimd borders ashaped by globalization, market forces, and

gentrificatian.

2. Fragmented cities: Borders as manifestations of neo-liberalization
Driven by the power oflass and forces of a competitive Hidxeral
governancghilosophy, urbanization trendsad to polarization and the neoliberal
restructuring of the city©6s uresblitamurbdnor m ( He
fragmentation, whiclaltersthe urba identity of a place.
According to Harrison, urban fragmentation is a slippery concept, a
recognized yet undefinable concept with no precision (Harrison,2013). Balbo defines
fragmentation as the difference in services and infrastructure levels and their
accessibility. He further defines fragmented cities as a single organism made up of
partsthat do not make up a homogeneous whole. This clash is defined by a collage of
di fferent settl ement patterns, such as t he
fipl anned districts fiand the Aill egal/ sl um
Each fragment exhibits an imitatipattern of modernity, yet a different feature
within its urban landscape (Balbo, 1993). Kempem examines a fragment as a

neighborhood, a homogeneous defined areghwias a uniforrdemographic and

4 Lynch (1960) notes how the study of a place unravels essential concepts reideadtn
The continuous chang#d the space chagne s a s i ;ttheréfereai dsd nteiétsy i dentity sho
studied according to timéccording to Lukez (2007), Identity = Site + Time. Time is needed in order to
generate an identity or even abhnigl of identities

15



housing characteristics, meaning the same identity (Kempe07). Moreover,

according to Landman, fragmentation is identified in terms of thematic readings such as
spatial, economic, social, and institutional divides. deev, it is sometimes hard to

discern which concepts produce or are the product of urbgméntation. Therefore,

the issue of urban fragmentation cannot be seen in a linear isolated way (Landman,
2011). Additionally, fragmentation can be translated thhodiynamics, such as
regeneration, modernization, gentrification, and territorialiZiftgeresult ispatternsof
fragmentation reflectenh the urban fabrithroughgated complexes, introverted malls,
gentrified neighborhoods, and lemcome enclaves. Tise patterns are all driven by

market forces and private authorities (Saliba & Farhat, 2019)

In the process, market dependency has taken over demsiking powers in
urban development (Ayda & Tuna, 2013). As such, the public sector has been
decentralizear privatized, where services compete for economic expansion (Harvey,
2005). In this newystem, consumerism and propet development have taken the
lead, turning developers and landowners into significant urban development players.
This clear uncoordiated and chaotic actions of fragmented projects and policies have
led to an unequal redrgbution of benefits and welfare. Hence, fragmented cities may
be considered as incubators of conflicts.

The neutralization of border zones through-hkeral devéopments have
favored the creation of an amnesiac state free of past torments (NagleJ204.7).
process, in return, fragmented the urban fabric and weakened the urban identity. Hence,
the healing along border zones became the means of fostering soesboamd

economic growth to rebuild a national and pluralistic identity.

16



3. Resilient cities: Borders as manifestations of responsive integration

Resilient thinking in planning and design emerged in recent decades as an

attempt to cope with and recover from natural or humande adversity (Ayda &

Tung2013). This new paradigm is referredtdiag | anni ng f or

defined as the capacity to adapt, in space and time, to conditions of change, uncertainty,

resi

temporality, by integrating or segregating, reinforcing or, negotiating with the

immediate context dynamics (Saliba & Farhatl2p Thus, resilient planningms at

improving thefollowing attributes of a site: Permeability, legibility, and imageability

(Zakariya & Ujang, 2014). These concepts fall under more significant concepts:

connetivity, adaptability, flexibility, and trasformability (Ayda & Tuna, 2018

Permeability

N

Allows connectivity &
easy accessibility within
a certain network

Figure 6. The three mai attributes of a townscape study

Legibility

paths, edges, nodes,

landmarks, and districts

Imageablllty
c /H“ 1'«-%"‘""”
ﬁ}:‘ﬁ;‘.]‘qu ]I( IL(U

(

reflects the general

external image of the site

(SourceMcGlynn, Smith, Alcock, & Murrain,201& Author & ,2020)

1 Connectivity is ensured by policies and projects which enable an area to be

internally and externally linked through effective nodes or networks.

1 Adaptability is guaranteetly pdicies or project that allow a site to

bemme adaptive to any change in a reactive way.

1 Flexibility is ensuredby policies, programs, and proje¢teat allow an area

to react to changdn a proactive way
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1 Transformability is certified bypolicies, programs, and projechat
contribute to thelange of an area and its capability to create new systems
if the previous happens to be unviable.
As such, communities shall narrate their astories inorder to identify system
properties that are meaningful and excitiogenhance their personal andlective
activities (Goldstein & Wessells & Lejano & Butler, 2015).
Although there is a widely held view that borders are conducive to-socio
spatial segregation and political polatiaa, they may also be considered as catalysts of
communal identities, @hgenerators of local resilience strategies responding to the

community needs.

B. Case Studies

As discussed previously, borderlines in fragmented cities are dynamic elements
that contimiously change at the cityscape and mindscape level. Therefore, these line
have become part of the city palimpsest, a line that holds a history of prolonged urban
processes, which have rooted in peopl ebs
Sterrett,2010).This sectionwill extract lessons from international urban degigrjects

in contested cities such as Nicosia, Belfartd Berlin.
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1. Nicosia: Linear economic integration
Nicosia is dividedatits centerbyb u f f er zone, wleadch turne
zon® | o cwdithilefteach side to develop differently. To resothe issue of
segrgation and disputes, the city underwent the following strategies. First, in 1979, the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) introduced a revitalization plan that
brought local planners and engineers from each side, which resuliadified
infrastrwctural development plan that connected both sides. Second, they initiated a
program that reises old buildings while offering economic incentives to private owners
(Gaffikin ,2010). Finally, a scheme of pedestrian ctoser zone rates
accommodatingcome r ci al activities has $&egertionipl e

red stretch on the maff)atbecame an essential asset in the economic and social

development of the citgFigure 7).

s S

Figure 7. Nicosia pedestrian crossiffer zone plan
(Sourcehttp://maps.natinmaster.com/coury/cy)
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2. Belfast: Connecting green network

Belfast, unlike Nicosia, fsvasdivided by physical barriers like small scale
fences, called Peacewalls. Those barriers
built to last until now (Gaffikin,2010). Those walls have shapsighborhoods as
Adensive spaceso, creating spaces against
strategy to resolve this separation was titteefi i nwar d | ooki ngdo proj e
squares and commercial spaces, alongside -avisky networkof civic spaces and
pocket parks, which grelinked by a network of pedestrian streets. The latter is inspired
by the concept of Aconnectednessodo, which e
along arterial routeghis, in return createl a city-wide green networky usng disused

railways and road lines to connect parks and other recreation areas (Gaffikin,2010

(Figure 8 & 9

Figure 8. Peacewalls separating two Figure 9.Victoria square, a commercial
neighborhoods in Belfast [photograph] center, in Belfat
(Source:http://blogs.haverford.edu/cpc (Sourcehttps:/visitbelfast.com/partners/v
belfast/) toria-squae)/)
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3. Berlin: Memory trail

Berlin, similarly, to Nicosia, hd a linear divide whichconsists of two walls
with an empty landn between (Nasr, 1996). Due to the deteriorated infrastructure near
the wall, prices dropped, which allowed public authorities to buy lands and develop
them (Grichting, 2010). The first strategy for reconciliatieas the preservation tie
wall remainswhich became a significant landmark. Secondly, major commemoration
stations along the wall of Berlin were implemented that included border crossings,
memorial sites, opeair museums, and documentation centerg. ffél is connected to
the public transpadation stations to provides a pleasant experience for the bikers and
pedestrians. Finally, the Berlin wall memorial project was a significant prbjgict
included a museum for the divided city, a visitor cerganewing platform, and a ghost
station(Figure 10). It is crucial to add that the local inhabitants and organizations

initiated those projects.

f;_,. ~ Figure1l06 The Wal |
) ' : cityo, Berlin
S (Source:

https://remaps.files.wordpres
com/2011/03/innenstadt_sta
~800x350.jpg)

Outerwall
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Poitical barder

Former border crossings
Remalns/traces of the wall
Memorial sites
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[ otherkeysites

O History Mie

B Anistic markers

[0 Funheranjects
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C. Conclusion: Lessondearned
The three case studies presented the potentidivaling lines to become part
of the reconciliation narrative and healer of the poat trauma. Nicosia and Berlin,
aimed at the erasure of the divide, wittegration through transversal crdasfer
zones, pockets parkand shared spaces. Belfast case accomnsth@@ast divisio
through commemoration trail and interactive spaces (Gaffikin,20h@)question
remains: Are theestrategies devised for divided cities, equally suitable in the context of
fragmentectities? The study wilthusstudy the level of applicability in these of

Beirut, along its former dividing Green Line
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CHAPTERIII

BEI RUTO0S GREEN LI NE HI STORI (
SPATIALBACKGROUND- CASE STUDIES TO DATE

A.Study areaincontextBei r ut 6s Green Line

Figure
11.Kabanni

6 nban
mosai®
(Source:
Kabanni,1989

The Lebanese civivar provedmore or lesshe failureof a pluralistic society
(Barakat,1973), which Kabannirefdtsasai mos ai ¢ patt er.During( Kab an
the war thecity was divided into two, and trenly intersection betweenothsides
became aymbol of social polarizatiomeferred to as th€reen Liné o rE ffiir 30)OF B >
described asmo-ma n 6 s. The Bna abarlydivided the city between the Muslims on
theWest and Christians on the E@stgel, 2002)Figure 11). This line corresporsto

Bei r ut 0 s -sauta iaffic corrmar,which corresponds to Damascus and old

5The GreerLine corresponded o u g hl y t o B esouthuraffic sorridog, startingr or t h
from the historic harbornd ending irthe southern suburbs
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Saida roadsstarting fromthe historic harbarMartyrs Square to the southern suburbs
Thisdivider est ruct ur ed Bei rshiftidgd from@amoomarentric act i vi
modelto a polycentric onewhich suggestshe decentralization of businesses from

Downtown to otheneighborhoods(Figure 12).

Al | O T . R A ST TS | I | ] L ! i I T 1
L | TUE GREEN LINE AND THE NEW CONMERCIAL ZONES L | | 1 | |
| | | I | | , l | 1]
|| | - | I ‘ ! : R ] '
; I l J Ijuﬁ(un“my_ 1 ! __:.»_'E ":'- ' i = - I
! sy, 1he Edpes of he il 2 I -,7_‘,' . . 3
‘i Sasrre §J ol e A s
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Figure 12. The Green Line and tltecentralization of theconomicactivity
(Source: Kabbani,1989)

SMar Elias, Mazr ao a,-Amaiasand Kaslikouhiyé §Dfavigt983). Jdai d®

24



In 1989, the war ended with the Taif Agreement, which suggested the dismantling of
baricadesNevertheless, 7 demar cati on | i ne wassadeply
over time sectarian dimension coupled with the secanomic dimension became

more pronouncedeading toboth a divided anffagmented BeirutRigure 13&14)

2020

Religious Sect
Mosgae Cominary. school hospials cia Cunufal m
- Saxik @ Musim Landmarks Z ltegal gswmts
Shi'ite o
— =
B Onze ’ Christian Landmarks Z Retugee camps(Mix of Ethnicity)
G B8 Security Area(Army) [ | Enclaves
Greek orthodox
Social Classes
I Maconite 4
High income
[ Christian Armenian

[l Muxity of all backgounds Low income

Figure 13. Beirutfroma dvided toa fragmenédcity (Source: Aithor, 2019)
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Figure 14.Summary of the
neoliberal restructuring of Beirut
from 1975until 2020(Source
Author,2020)
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B. Previoudy proposedp | ans f or Beirutds Green Line

Figure 15. Green Line artistically
illustrated[Collage] (Source: Jomy
Alam,2015)

According to KabbanLineHolisahe inpge@Bei r ut 6 s
divided Beirut, a history of numerous sectarian confligfser the war, the city
experiencedhationbuilding plars inspiredto turn Beirut into a global cify
(Gavin,2015). Those plans created salvatib® amnesia intended at erasing any form
of war-related memorieshe following case studiegescribe urban design strategies

which aimedat stitching the open wound the heart o& postwar Beirut (Figure 15).

1. 1989- Beirut: The arena of conflict. A vision of optimism by Qussama Kabbani
Oussama Kabbani Urban Design Master Thesis completedne year before
the end of the citwar in 1989, whictsawthe potential of the Green Line as a shaper
forBe i rfutured s
Kabbaniperceivel the Green Line as a neutral line, intersagtivo separate

communities, yet not uniting therde believel thatBeirut must be grasped as an

”Renewal schemes folloe d t h e-faii Idev@éiepmentwidely identified as a successful
model of center regeneration, seeding opportunities for-segke foreign projects.
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AUr Moas ai co, a group of ¢ onmemihaos he erwisiced i v i
the GreerLine as the backbone of the city, aiming at stitching the city back together
(Kabbani,1989)However, Kabbani perceidalivided Beirut as a solution rather than a
chdlenge, seeking to understand and foresee its future @agre in order to adapt to

it rather tharerasingt. Hence, he conceptualid¢he GreerLineasanamnands | and
holding a dualdentity, allowing for possible futureoexistence. Hisolution is

therefore, to stratify the separation but leave an ogefoinpossible interaction.

At the periphery and suburbs, his intervention imagsponse to the social
conditions at that time, where separation was still negded.result, he widened the
Beirut-Damascus highway passing through Chiyyah el Remmank andhighlighted
the social polarization by surrounding it by a green belt, eliminating any reason for
interaction. To counter this action, Kabbani designed a commercial center at the
Tayouneh rondabouftfor social gatheringFurthermore, towardde Nort, thePine
forestwastransformed into a major park, including many sorts of episodic spaces.
Moving further tothe North, the drive from the National Museum to the Ras el Nabeh
areawasemphasizeé by creating a vivid visual experience, with the markihg o
national monument. The latter marks the start of a cultural island, thegméer zone
of Beirut, which acts as a hingéigure 16). This zonewvasdefined by a double route
typology, filling the avenue with spaces reminiscent of the civil war, connected through
a system of pocket gardens and pafke last segment, which corresponds to the
central partcurrentlyMartyr squarehas ben perceived asgace forsocial
integration, where theehicular flowwastransferred into an underground tunnel,
freeing the ground level for the pedestriinus encouragingonnections across both

sides In order to enhance social activitidse tsqarewasaligned bycommercial
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arcadesa linear structure accommodating several restautiaatgaveaccess to the
souks The axis across the plazkhowed for gopromenade towards the waterfront

esplanade.

Dot fotn dred,
Integration desired

The middle piece
acts as a hinge

Chiyyah, Ain el Rimmaneh,
seperation desired to normalize
the social hostolity

Figure 16. Kalbané sisiom (Source: Kabbani,1989)

Themechanisnof implementatiorwould requirea public-private \enturethat
would regulate the waterfront development, a landfill that will become part of a
development schemKabbanisuggestdthat public authoritieshould expropriate
lands all along the Gredrine for future development (cheap land due to condition
conclusion, according to Kabbani, pegir reconstruction should be approached with
Afgreat social concerno, ceptiegandat i ng At he s
accommodating rather than rejecteagd camouflaging Thust ur ni ng finobodi e

to A eerybodyspaceo (Figure 16).
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2, 1993- The IAURIF plan by AAA

In 1993, amidst postar reconstruction plans f@eirut, CDR assignethe
IAURIF to present a master plan for the Green Line. Unlike Kabbani appidatR]F
visionis to negate the effects of the war and seek to erase tracédivitiad Beirut
The study stretches from the Ring Road, one of cityecagates, till the end of th@ld
Saida Roa@tMar Mikhael churchFi r st , t he p | anodgs locatedas e s
key road intersections, which become spaces of encounter and exchange, contobuting

the process of reconciling the city's peogfegure 17).

Pble d’enseignement et de recherche
Pble vert

£061 JHNVIO

Péle historique

bl

: Zone urbaine dense
iid

L]

Secteur de verdissement

Espace ouvert

(loisir, espaces vert, cimetére)
Principale ligne

de transport en commun
(prévue su SDRMB)

Ligne de chemin de fer

Ligne de transport en commun
a localiser

Pole principal
il
m Fagade sensible

e AX@ @ caractére historiqu

[
i
i

Figure 17. Masterplan schemaf IAURIF [Map] (Source: IAURIF,1993).
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Second, IAURIF proposanany design guidelines order toshape the
character of the neighborhood, which includes densification, right of ways,
streetscapingand greening. Iproposes a network of shared spaces and green pockets
callediit Gr e e n ,lIstre@hingrommtlseccity center to the pine fatgein orderto
improve connectivitfFigure 18). Regardingheimplementation phase, it balanced
between a real estate company designing the whole disttlat application of a

regul atory appip@adoh on fApole princ

g
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[ d
e Y ! ]
Clmetiére do —
Bachours O [ r—————
; i
i‘, A
____JL;, =
Col ot ——— N1
QO | - '
on Nabea /A
Coreeux =
Achrafisn 7 ¢
N y g
~ o 7/ > a
ENCSA R
—— i ) \(u-ua
/1 \\ustico
Hppodrome I/,( \\
J/ W\
O fs™\
M}II \.\\
/4 \
" g \\
Bois 7/~ Chabbak \\
dos Bine // O ‘\\
g \® Espace ouverl
Cmotiere . N Y% :
de Chatila az ~— .3\\7::-:2:7;;‘/? \\ : existant ou projeté
Bt Plantation
O | d'arbres d'alignement
/8
A
O \ & EEN Secteur
= . B de verdissement
/ \\ Roumane N - |
\ & Espace vert de
* Rond dolnt - 5 8 quartier & localiser
de Faéoport— ~— . | B B
Haret
h e Espace public
\;;ftl‘nﬁopon § W m w m wen T p—

Figure 18. Greening plan for the surroundingighborhoods algg the Green Line [Map]
(Source: IAURIF,1993).
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3. 1997- ASPAD study

In 1995, the Minister o€ulture commissioned APSAD to survey the buildings
constructed before 1945. The survey cedé¢he pericentral areas of Beirut, including
Medawar, Rmeil, Mina el Hosn, and part of Achrafieh.

The scheraaimedto preserve buildings with architectural and historical
significance to improve the visual permeability of Furn el Hayek &igaie 19). Red
buildings represent listed heritalyeildings and theblue areaincludeopen spacethat
have value because they aither gardens a heritagebuilding or are crucial tthe
fabrichomogeneityBoth red and blue parcedse landsvhere the buildable area is not
fully usel, hence, the study suggests the protecéiwhregulation of both to prevent the
break of a homogenous urban fabric. Yellow parcels are fully developedieatds
benefit fromanupgrade streetscapesimilar to theorange outling which are
additionallywell served bynfrastructure anttave thepotential to receivdransfer of

development Rights froitine Hue aregJabr& Dagher2014).

o T = Lo AT T e AT -~
s FLHRe e
2 ool s oY) 5 o
' ~, 2 4 -~

Figure 19. Surveyingby ASPAD group Map] (Source(ASPAD,1997).
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4. 2011-Liasion Douce by Urbi + Sitram
ALi ai son Doucec
project developed for the Green Line.
The municipality of Beirut finanakit
with the technicatonsultancy of B-de-
France (Shayya, Asfour & Salman,
2012). The project is designed by Habib
Debs urban planning and design firm
(Urbi) with Sitram consultants. The soft
mobility schemaims for integration and
the reconceptualization of the Green
Line as a green landape stip, which
improves the connectivity and legibility
of the areavhile erasing the traces of the
dividing Green LineThe plan reduces
traffic, widens sidewalks, proposes a bi¥
lane, and adds pedestrian crossings. Tt
improvement ofhe public domairs thus

achieved by creating a safe environmer

for the residents. The soft mobility plan

focused on the Northern Section of

. Figure 20. Liaison Douceplan(Source:
Monot Street and the Southern section c. Debs,2011)

Damascus Roa(Figure 20).
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The soft mobility fpan focused
on thenorthern Section oflonot Street

and thesouthern section ddamascus

Road and aims apresering the
identity of the site by creating essentialE » . 9 Aﬁ% i
nodes. The design proposes a |
landscaped green space, under thg rin
road,one of the sou#an gates to BCD

(Figure 21), whichaims at connecting 4=

the center of Beirut to its pecenter

_ _ Figure 21.Design pan of the Southern
The secad node is a designed gateway plaza (Source: Debs,2011)

amphitheater near #ARal

Scéne,
espace
2xpos,
concerts, etc.

preserved and prominent heritage
building. For many gars, activists

battled to save the building from being
demolished; it was not until 2003 that

the government decided to expropriate
it. It is currently a public culture center
for documentation and a museton

amphithédtre O i p

memorializethe Lebanese w war. Figure 22. Design plan of the amphitheater ne

(Figure 22). The creation of an open Beit Beirut museum (Source: Debs,2011)

space and the pedestrianization of patr
of Damascus Road sheds light on the

importance of Beit Beirut.

34



C.Conceptual pl ans for Beirutds Green Line

1. 2009: Reframing the city: A monument of radical neutrality

&

AReframing the City: A Mp»;’*"'“",,z?\*w

of Radi cal pYogeothy Faalil i 1
Mansou (2009, a studentt the
Architectural Association in Diploma School

and theProjective Cities program

The notion of public and privat

spaces is diffialt to conceptualize,

particulaty in Beirut (Saliba,2015).

Interrogatingthis situation, Mansour

attempedto re-strategize the void of the GreerFigure 23. Module developmen(iSource:
Mansour,2009)

Line as a linear and neutral public

infrastructure under the auspices of the

S AN > . AN v Y, ‘m.-':;
& 2\ V) WMI S WANAY

Lebanese Uniusity, a public istitution for
higher education in Lebanon. The project

resolves the issue tdrritorializationof spaces

and finds potential in the Gredrine as
grounds for coexistencispired bylLe
Corbusi er 6s pvogectdf 1985 H IS

Mansou developed an elated megastructure

composed of inverted conical modules of Figure 24. Threedimensional model

different sizes, which would cover the entire (Source: Mansour, 2009)

Green Line and its surroundingde design
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scheme stems from a studyrodt buildings constitutedf a horizontal lowrisegrid,
arranged by aniting system of repetitive moduléBigure 23). The structure itself
becomes pauf thecity and parof thebuilding fabric, with vertical structural shafts

percolatingthroughdifferent layerswhich serve as cirdation (Figure 24 & 25.

YR
ol

—d

[~ “ ."

MILLEE “

Figure 25. Longitudinal sectiorof the projec{SourceMansour,2009)
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Those raised platforms wouddd in theurban redevelopment of the scarred
tissue, by becomingnincubator for public programsvhile annexing abandoned and
destroyed buildingand open spaceasto the megastructurethroughsmall pathways
emerging from thground levelFigure 25).
This continuous hovering slab would acH
of the Green Line, while maintaining it as a void; yet thoid itselfis transformed into
a permanenmonument(Figure 26). Hence, this project transformed a former zone of
conflict into a neutral segment where encounter and exchangeoan amnonument
encompassing mix of urban spacewhich clains fipolitical andsocialautonomyas

conditionaltoacademicnst i t uti onal i)zati ondo (Jacoby, 20

Figure 26. The elevatedtructures isoometry(Source: Mangur,2009)
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D. Conclusion: Lessondearned

Academic studies Professional reports
1989 1993
Oussama Kabbani IAURIF

[JExpropriated Parcel — Col de Beirut
[ Re-use destroyed structure O Principal pole
ZZ QOpen spaces

2008 2011
Fadi Mansour Urbi & Sitram

@ Hovering structure [ Heritage O Designed

spaces
M Re-use destroyed structure % Open spaces P
= Soft Mobility & Landmark

Figure 27. Lessons learned from local casadies (Source: Author,2020)
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Kabbani, Fadi Mansour, ardrbi + Sitramprojects tackled the Green Line as a
linear path, whildAURIF incorporaté both theedge andts surrounding. While all
four projects were responsive to the social condition of their times, they all shared the
concept of connectivity, as a tool of integratiandthe economic development of the
area as a tddor the revivalof the area K a b b a n i opted far segregatmvbeze
separation was still needed, thus adaptintpe Green Lineunlike IAURIF, which
aimed at erasing all tracesibfind its surroundingl'he Liaison douce project came as a
revised conceemt ldfaifsgpmso f ounmbichiumsthislgey | AURIT F
infrastructure back to a green infrastructure, while also turning it into a social and
ecological infrastructure. The project improves the permeability, legibility, and
conrectivity of the ste, which includeghe creation o€ultural promenaes, pedestrian
networks,and pockets parkg&inally, Fadi Mansour project proposes a conceptual
approach, which takes all previously discussed elements and organizestthene in
megastructure, allowig it to become part of the public domairanpusunder the
auspice of a public institution. Thus, turning the Green Line into an element governed
by the multiple image# has ever embodie&inally, a common design strategy among
all projects was theanceptof commemoration that introduced BBiirut as a Memory

museum(Figure 27).
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The following tablgTablel) extracts the main strategies eacbj@ct has

undertalen while summarizing how international and local teams responded tov@ost

landscapes.
Responsive | ldentity Connectivity Open and public | Private
action to space development
border
Oussama | Segregation | - Cultural - Segregation | -Pocket gardens | -Expropriation
Kabbani | & centersand through & Parks
Responsive | museums. highway
to the soa@l | - Re-use of Beit | -Integration
dynamics at | Beirut and some through
tha time gutted buildings| underground
traffic
IAURIF Integration | -Densfication -Designation of | -Green pockets | -Real estate
and erasure Apol eso company
of pag -Streetscaping - Regulatory
division -Right of way planning
Urbi + Integration | - Re-use of Beit | -Soft Mobility -Designing and | -Expropriation
Sitram and erasure | Beirut -Bike lane landscaping of -TDR(ASPAD)
diaison | of past -ldentifying -Crossing two big nodes -Regulatory
Douced division main endmarks, planning
such asrabani,
Burj Ghazal,
usJ
- Amphitheater
design facing
the museum of
memory.
Fadi Neutralizat | -Green line as a| -Elevated matt | -Open spaces -PPP
Mansour | ion of past void building system | connected from
division -Densification | with connected | the GF and
through new | -Re-use of Beit | pathways from | incorporated with
programs Beirut and some the GF the elevated

gutted buildings
-Campus relateq
activities

structure. City
and struatre
make one.

Table 1.Comparative and synthetic matrix (Source: Author,2020)
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CHAPTER MV

AN UNRESOLVED INTERFACEE BEIl RUT0S GREEN L

This chapter provides a detailed account of the study conducted on the
Southernentranceof B e i rQeritré@lBistrict in the contextof the urban design and
pl anning workshop titled APl anning for Res:s
SpatialPat t er ns o f offal Z09seen@steraTthe veorkshop revolved
around t he BReiingantDesggmfer reoif| i6e n c enfphasisoh h  an
Oborder zones as areas of both integratior
was a) to invesgiate the changing identity of the study area from a demarcation line to
a border zone in transitiph) to assess its cunmesociespatial @ad marketled
devel opment dynamics; and c¢) to formul ate
design guidelinefor its reintegration in its economic, social and spatial context. The

workshop proceeded five stages:

1. Definitionofth e st u d yndarieseaadGnserndd structure

2. Investigation of the historical and spatial development aitbmphasis
on the pstwar period extending from 1990 until now.

3. ldentity and connectivity appraisal leading to a critical understanding of
thedevelopment dynaros, and susceptibility to change.

4.  Stakeholder and SWOT analysis identifying strengths, weaknesses,
opportunitiesand constraints on the short, medium and long term; and
development ofirban design and planning strategies of intervertdion

the short, meiddm, and long term$§Appendix)
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5. The appendix includes thgroposed urban design and planning scheme
developediuring the workshop.
All illustrations in this chapter were developed in collaboration with the

workshop team and revised by tngthor (except wére otherwise mentioned)

42



A. Definition of study aread boundaries and internal structure
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Figure 28. Administrative and zoning boundaries
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The study area i n c on traéDistrict (ESaidere)rtod s
the North, and Independence Avenue to the Sdutiverlaps on the Yesouieh and
Nasra administrative sectors to the East, and on Bachoura and Basta el Tahta to the
West Figure 28). Boththe Eastern and ®étern sectors share the same zoning

regulations (Zone 2) except for the edge along the Fouad ChAkahue(Zone 1).
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A NORTH BOUNDARY

The Northern boundary is defined
by the Found Chehab Avenue,
which acts as a divide between
Downtown and the study area.
This division is characterized by a
shift in spatial morphology
(Physical fabric and Land-use).

C WEST BOUNDARY
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B SOUTH BOUNDARY

The Southern boundary is
defined by the Independence
Avenue, which acts as a spatial
divide.

D EAST BOUNDARY

The Northen section of the
Western boundary follows Tyane
street, which is the limit of the
BDD compound. While the
southern section follows the
edge of Bechara El Khoury Road
due to the sharp change in
spatial morphology

Figure29. Def i ni ti on

he Northern section of the Eastern|
Boundary follows Lebanon Street,

hile the Southern section follows

n offset of one row of buildings
rom Monot Street. This boundary

of t
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The study area boundaries werdinkd withrefererce to the changan
spatial morphology (physical fabric and land use) and the presence obsdygests

and highways, as explainedfigure 29.

A
—Dividing line  femrorens 0
—-Edge
B Edge Zone
------- —-Impact Zone
v

I n order to define the study areafs
componentsvascreated consisting of the following elemerigy(re 30).

9 Dividing line refers to the corridor spatteat marks a funainal/
sectarian divide betweemljaining districts.

1 Edge denotes the fronting lots and buildings in terms of their
functional and spatiadefining characteristic, and their level of
permeability.

1 Edge zone denotes the adjoining blockgeirms of their etivity
patterns, morphology, armlilt environment characteristics.

1 Impact zone indicates the adjoining districts in terms of their

dominant function and development dynamics.
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IDividing line Dividing /Edge zone

Figure 31.The dividing corrido zone

Following this model, the dividing line, or corridor space, corresptmtize
two contiguous traffic arteries accessigwntown, i.e., DamascuRoad inbound (the
former GreerLine) and Bechara el KhouRBoadoutbound, connecting the city center

to the ouskirts.Both arteries segregate the study area into distinct Eastern and Western

border zoneg¢Figure 31).
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The Eastern border zone alongmascufRoad incldes a transitional area or
Oedge zoned with (@Eater®Ottwman dndrenchimanda)eant per i od
1960s buildings initially impacted by thear and currently subject to temporary
renovations for restaurants, night clubs, fasdfand coffee olgts. This edge zone is
delimited by MonotStreet, the main commercial and entertainment spine of the
Yesouiehsector andextends eastward to Leban8ineet. The Yesouieh sector is a
mixed-use educational and residential district thayrhe qualified bih as edge and
0i mpact zoned of the study area due to it

its adjacency to DamascBead(Figure 32.
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Figure 33.The Westerrborderzone

The Western border zone iearly definedbya conti nuous front a
zoned al onkKhouB Raadwih steetdligned office building developments
and groundevel commercial uses.his highway frontage constitutes the Eastern
boundary of the Bachoura sector, an oldd@stial neighborbod subject to an intensive
process of gentrificatigmmainlyd ue t o t he recent devel opmen:
District (BDD). Thismultiple block canplex of office buildingsoverlooking Fouad
ChehabAvenueand the city centecan begualifiedasbothan 6 edge zoned and

zonebd6 due to its |l arge scal e amFgdre3dt s cat al
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Beirut Central District A y

= Dividing , e AT | O T /

“— Western Bord,er'ZOnes-rl-cbrridogr ‘ = j“ — Eastern B‘ord‘er{Zone —-|/
e Szone // || /! L1 (

2 | | /| \L— L
_ Fouad Chehab Avenue
== :

~ | Dividing Corridor Zone

| Eastern Border Zone

E=8 Bechara El Khoury Road

Fouad Chehab Avenue
Northern Boundary

Independence Avenue

& Damascus Road “Green Line”

Impact Zone

~ Western Border Zone

(Southern Boundary 7Eastern Boundary
oot Impact Zone
11 US) & BDD Boundary 7, Imp
Figure34. The study areads internal structure

50



B. Historical and spatial development

The historical and spatial development analpsts/ides a brief overview of the
evolution of the study area from the riifith centuy until now, with emphasis on the
postwar periodwith anaim in tradng the danges in the ideity of the Green Line in

response to political, social anthrket dynamics.

1. The Prewar period

Due to its strategic | ocatcityeenter t he Sout
underwent fast and continuous urbanization process fromléardain the 1840sto
garden suburbs in the 187@s inner urban districtithe 1940s (Saliba, 1998). The
constructiorof Damascufoad and lateof BecharaEl Khoury Roadclearly segregated
thestudyarea into a Christian district to tB&ast aroundJSJ(Yessouieh, Nag), and a
predominantly residential Sundistrict to the Vést(Bachoura and Basta el Tahta)
(Figure 35).

The origin of Sairloseph Universitythe first Frenckspeaking Jesuit
institution in theMiddles East, das back to the foundation of Ghazir school by the
Jesuitfathers in 1843. In 1872, Father Ambroise Monot, head of the missionaries of the
Société de Jésus in Syria, boughDDBm? of lawl in Achrafieh, on which he built a
printing pressa church, a schdcand a library (Herzstein, 20p@Figure 36).

The university compoundfig.35) instigated the development of a residential
neighborhood named after the institutidfegoueif), predomimntly inhabited by a
Frenchspeakindocal bourgeosie, and exhibitig ahigh concentration dfate Ottoman
and French Mandaggeriodbuildings. With theconstruction othe Fouad Chehab

Avenuein the 1960s, the Yesouieh sector spatially detachetfom the city center
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Figure 35.
Historical
development of
the study area

(Source:
Author,2020)



Figure 36.
The historical
evolution of
St. Joseph
University
compound

(Source:
Author,2020)

1831: The creation of a school 1861:Campus expansion with
for missionnary priests additional dormitories

Local des' Ecoles Frangaises de Droit et d'Ingénieurs.

Les jesuite a Beirut
1850 Perteyirihay o 1868  Urpnenien

1875: -Opening of the Oriental Library 1919: French Medical school converted
-Construction of the French Medical school into the Engineering school

-Contruction of a new building for the  1970:Construction of the new building
printing press for the Enginnering school

A "ét.;;y— y . == W

gt = A ?
1975 University Saint Joseph 2005 Dar el Mashriq

o
by Salim Doccache

The French missionaries, wintended to traithe local Maronite clergy, were transferre
to Beirut in 1875. For years, the printing press was actively producing religious and education b
In 1970, the Jesuits had to gedirt of their lands to fund a school they have estaldigh®aabda
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2, The war and post-war Period

54

Figure 37.
The
conditional
situation of
the Green
Line after15
years ofwar.

(Source:
Gabriel
Daher 1982



From 1975 to 1990, DamascRead and itsurroundingoecame part of the
warfrontdividing the city intoEastandWest Beirut (the Green Linelrigure 37). This
border zone was considered the most heavily impacted section of tHeetioy15
years of waitinflicted destructios.

With the end of the ciVwar, the Green Line was dismantled, bringing back
the aspir atniidn efdodr Bee i fesidents ca@evirack to seclanmtideir
properties, some landmarks were restored,sartkde neighborhoods came back to life
progressiely. Restaurantsna printing services opened along Monot Street, attracted by
cheap rents and US &ddngte MruMiohel Nasrphe Mokhtart i o n .
of the Saifi sector, Athe restaurants oper
buildi n t he m@im,t2@06).0VitlfinSemn years, Monot transformed into one of
the cityds At r en dtingvdth shapg iesiabrantsrahdmighdliled, b ur ¢
hotspots. In May 2004, the number of bars and restaurants reached 170 (Gerbal, L.,
Hrycaj, N., LavoipierreC.,& Potasiak, M, 2016(Figure 38).

The strong emergence of Monot as an artistic and entertainment hub was due to
the presence of USJ and to the fact that the central district was still ucalestraction
(Merabet, 2014). ldwever, the physical upgrading of Mor&iteet in 2003 initiated the
progressive gentrification of the Yesouieh sector, pricing out the newly established
businesses from the arddus, the creative scene moved away, andémerification

process allowedhe emergence difigh-end gatd developments.
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War period: The edge zone Incoming Creative scene Migration pattern of the
(Green Line) heavily damaged “Trendiest Neighbourhood” creative scene

Postwar period: large supply
of apartments -> cheap rents

N
Owners and Tenants Arrival of higher income
reclaim their properties Increased land prices residents and high-end
Eviction developments
| 1990 (Post War) 2003 2020
Gentrification : Stage 1 Gentrification : Stage 2 Gentrification : Stage 3

Incoming investors / Monot Street .
as nightlife hip destination Emergence of gated high-end
developments

Emerging v <4
new compound™ J
BDI? 7 F

Damascus Damascus

Damascus > >
oai Road

Road
The “Green Line”

Figure 38. 19902020: Gentrification, regeneration, and the emergence of hipster neighborhood
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The Western border zone, encompassing enehBura sector, aierwent a
similar process ofentrification with the emergence of BD® private real estate
development compléximed at covertingthe area intorminnovative higktechhul?®
(Krijnen, 2010) Figure 39). The arealso witnessedar-perioddestructiorand post
war regeneration witthe destruction andeplacement of its perbbuildings by
medium to high rise residential infillndlarge scale projectsvhich further gentrifid

the area.

PHASE A TOTAL 17,500 m2 PHASE B TOTAL 17,500 m2

L} 3 X 20t
. s\ . ..~

PHASE C TOTAL 40,000 m2 PHASE D TOTAL 45,000 m2

; ‘o.\,

BN Offices Hotel / Furnished Apartments I residential BN community Spaces Church

Figure 39. The phasing of BDSource:https://beirutdigitaldistrict.com/oestory)

81t includes office and retail space priceaimpetitively compared to nearby areas.

% State and on-state actors ha seen the significant role of emerging creative industries as a way to
transfer knowledge economy from real estate into highly iningateador theyoung people to stay.
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C. Character and connectvity appraisal

Montgomery (1998) defines place identit

Omeani ng6, an &igukep nthe aradxt offthisistogd a €t i vi t yd wi

be apprached in terms of the diversity of functional concatvns that confeto
streets their distinctive character;
perceptual elements (landmarks, paths, edges, distnmetshodes); and physical segfin

in terms of street patterns, buildings, open space landscape.

Townscape

Land uses
Pedestrian flow Built form
Behaviow Permeabiity
Pattemns Landscape

Nose and smell Furniture

Vehide flow

= Legibiity
Cuural assockations
Perceived funcions, attractions
Quaitative assessments

:\ P"""/ \
/ _,></

\ (cogrition, perception "
\ and niamloy

— -

Figure 40. The components af daced s i dSourde:i Montgomery,1998)
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1. Activities and street character

Figure 41. Landusemap
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https://ghostaroundtheglobe.com/ultimate-5-day-lebanon-itinerary/
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