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ABSTRACT
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Caroline Lara Steinegger for Master of Arts
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Title: Identifying Alternative Approaches to Prevent and Counter Violent Extremism:
A Case Study of Irag Post US Intervention

Since the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, the authorities faced massive security challenges and
failed to achieve peace and stability. The US led interim government CPA miscarried the
navigation through existing dynamics within Iraq. Its failure to recognize the full extent of
this operation and the neglect of the so called “essence” of Iraqi society, led ultimately to rise
of violence and fostered extremist forces like ISIL. The US led intervention caused the
downfall of the Ba'athist regime, hence created a “profound power vacuum”. A series of
wrongful political decisions intensified existing tensions by large. The CPA’S lack of
comprehension and its deficiency in planning for conflict stabilization and governance left
Iraq vulnerable to violent insurgency and internal turmoil until today.

Such failed intervention and attempt to reach regional stability, introduces the value in
researching alternative approaches to peace building and prevention of rising extremism. As
suggested by experts in the field, the empowerment and the involvement of Iraqi local forces,
such as tribes, are crucial in achieving stability. This paper is a preliminary study of the
subject on alternative approaches to counter violence and prevent extremism in conflict prone
regions. Methodologically it is based on existing academic material and previous studies.
The key finding of this project is the necessity of including local decision makers as an
enhanced and sustainable method to establish stability, compared to the failures and fatalities
caused by US intervention. This work is a pathway to a future ethnography to be conducted
in Jazira, Iraq.
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CVE: Countering Violent Extremism

PVE: Prevention of Violent Extremism
CPA: Coalition Provincial Authority

IGC: Iraqi Governing Council

COIN: Counterinsurgency

ISIS: Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham

ISI: Islamic State of Iraq

ISIL: Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

As this project is a preliminary preparation for a future ethnographys, it engages with
studies on post war Iraq and with literature on the conflict in Northern Iraq that is relevant
to the Shammar Jarba tribe in the northern Jazira. This research delves into the potential
and power of tribal leadership, and the possible allocation of resources to local bodies and
in particular kin ordered tribal groupings. This project is a base for a deeper understanding
for local programs in place. Tribes in Northern Iraq have proven perfectly capable of
establishing their own security mechanisms in order to confront extremist groups like ISIL.
For instance, the “Anbar Awakening” efforts produced The Salvation Council (SAA when
referred to by US military), set up by the Shammari Confederation in close collaboration
with the Kurds' (Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) and its Peshmerga military forces) after a flood of violence against its tribal
members’. This is an important example of such a local initiative that played a key role in
the expulsion of doctrinaire Islamist groups around 2016 and afterwards. The Anbar
Awakening’ and its effects spilled over into other areas of Iraq, for instance Mosul was

determined to build its own Salvation Council after the example of Anbar. Within a

! https://carnegie-mec.org/2016/05/20/mosul-after-islamic-state-kurdistan-region-s-strategy-pub-63615

* Wyer, Sam. "The Islamic State of Iraq and the “Destroying the Walls” Campaign." Institute for the Study of
War Security Update (2012).

? Khan, Jesmeen. "The Iraqi tribal structure: background and influence on counter-terrorism." Perspectives on
Terrorism 1.1 (2007): 3-11.



council, tribal leaders and tribal militias decide on measurements to fight local radical
Islamism, violence or social injustice. Those measurements are coherent with tribal laws
and customs.

It should be noted that there is great interest in the detection and examination of
local programs among foreign donors. The EU is allocating a vast amount of resources
towards Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism programs (in the following P/CVE)
in Northern Syria. The European Union invested 4 Billion USD" in stabilization and P/CVE
strategies in North East Syria, according to Orwa Ajjoub/ COAR® who gave me first
insights into this dynamic during a previous interview. European interest derives from the
aim to prevent that “terrorism travels” and to nip extremism “in the bud” at its point of
origin, as well as preventing migration of refugees to Europe. This research seeks to
examine if and how this approach can be made more sustainable by collaborating with local
groups and decision-makers. This is an important consideration as the course of the Syrian
Conflict and of events in Iraq after the US invasion have demonstrated that massive
external intervention after the model of the GWOT?® are counterproductive to security and
the prevention of violent extremism.

This project serves the familiarization with local programs and initiatives, that are set

up by local bodies. It examines what guidelines shall be followed in order to achieve a

4 Development Initiative. "Supporting Syria and the region: Post-Brussels conference financial tracking.
Report Five." April (http://www. consilium. europa. eu/media/33790/supporting-syria-and-the-
region_postbrussels-conference-tracking-proces. pdf). 2018.

> COAR Global Ltd. (COAR) is a political risk and development consultancy that supports the design and
implementation of humanitarian and development projects in complex and conflict-affected environments.

% Dodge, Toby. "The causes of US failure in Iraq." Survival 49.1. Routledge, 2019. 85-106



genuine international cooperation if requested by local actors like the Shammar Jarba tribe
or affiliated groups.

The following sections present first the methodology used, followed by a chapter on
“Setting the Context” and corresponding readings. Historical material and tribal
organization will be surveyed in order to exhibit their full potential. This chapter is then
followed by a thorough literature review on the most insightful readings to the topic
whereas tables on the full literature are located in the appendix of this paper. The literature
review chapter is completed by an analysis, and a section on challenges and opportunities.

In the following, the reader shall be equipped with the information that local tribes
and tribal leaders have demonstrated proficiency by initiating projects to build peace and
stability in their lands. The tribes undertook such tasks more successful than foreign forces,
who exhibited a lack of knowledge or ignorance towards local issues, as demonstrated by
CPA in Iraq. I will continue to analyze contemporary political factors that need to be
dismantled to understand Iraq’s political, sociological and economical setting of today. For
instance, foreign policies like the De-Ba’athification process imposed by CPA’s head of
state Bremer'. It highly influenced economic and political, thus radical development in the
region.

The purpose of this project is a deeper understanding of basic background information
to enable a future ethnography in Jazira. This work is presented as the first step to accumulate

essential historical knowledge and the contemporary context in terms of tribal organization

7 Awadi, Ali G. "Policy Initiatives That Steer Terrorism: A Case Study of L. Paul Bremer’s De-
Ba’athification of the Iraqi Army." Eradicating Terrorism from the Middle East: Policy and Administrative
Approaches (2016): 223-238.



and livelihood. A successful ethnography depends upon a thorough preparatory research
regarding politics, economic and social dynamics of the group of interest. Completing this
project will set the focus on what matters to pursue in the expectation of completing this work
as an ethnography in Jazira sometime in the near future.

Due to my personal interest in security studies, the most important of these potential
avenues of research will be my familiarization with Northern Iraqi tribal politics. An initial
understanding of implemented local security mechanisms and sustainability is crucial.
Identifying key successes and differences between foreign C/PVE strategies and local
equivalent strategies that have been taken place in the Jazira region after the Iraq war of 2003
will be at the core of this project. I aim to gain expertise within the realm of sustainable
international collaboration that would allow me to operate as a security advisor/ consultant
to the international organizations or to the governments of Switzerland or Germany (citizen
of both) or the European Union after all.

In this paper, the following questions will be discussed.
The first question focuses on what form an alternative approach to US Intervention and
traditional liberal peacebuilding must pursue in order to be more sustainable.
Liberal peace building projects and interventions have not been successful®, as emphasized
by experts like Toby Dodge. In fact, it was counterproductive to stability or security as

displayed by the examples of Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq.’

¥ Dodge, Toby. "Intervention and dreams of exogenous statebuilding: the application of Liberal Peacebuilding
in Afghanistan and Iraq." Review of International Studies 39.5 (2013): 1189-1212.

? Dodge, Toby. "US intervention and possible Iraqi futures." Survival 45.3 (2003): 103-122.



In detail, what is a sustainable approach to establish security?

This paper sheds light on how the inclusion of local decision makers is more sustainable
because they are experts on the issues and realities on ground. Furthermore, they do have
access to and influence on the local population which is crucial to establish stability.

This project examines what factors foster violent extremism and how it can be
prevented. The destruction of local infrastructure and the lack of rebuilding a conflict prone
region were components that played a significant role in Iraq. Furthermore, if the
intervening force does not recognize the provision of livelihood as a key priority, it will
foster social unrest. Political betrayal, marginalization and the lack of prospects for the
future were substantial elements that led to the rise and successful establishment of Hitler in
post First World War in Germany, a leading example in the history of extremism.

As emphasized before, the approach of integrating tribes into the decision-making
process is crucial to achieve long-term peace and stability in Iraq. Toby Dodge, a specialist
in international relations and politics describes how US interventions and international
approaches to restore security have mainly failed since the Cold War era.'’ To Dodge ‘the
most important questions at the heart of such interventions” is, if a state can be rebuilt post
war. The author concludes that those questions still remain unanswered''. An alternative
more sustainable approach is therefore inevitable if an intervening force has the best
interest of a country at heart. I will display in the following how this very fostering of tribal

power is such an alternative approach.

' Dodge, Toby. "US intervention and possible Iraqi futures." Survival 45.3 (2003): 103-122.

" Dodge, Toby. "US intervention and possible Iraqi futures." Survival 45.3 (2003): 103-122



Ibn Khaldun'? and his ideas continue to influence our understanding of politics in
tribal societies in the Middle East today. As an historian, philosopher and sociologist'* his
works offer a great analysis of the social construct “tribes”.

One his most important contributions was the notion of Aasbiyah'* — social cohesion and
solidarity among members of a given kin or confessional ordered social group. His theory
further describes how dynasties go through a circle of rise and fall — the decline of the
Aasbiyah eventually leading to the fall of a society.

If we are to apply the “Khaldunian” theory onto my subject of research, we would
posit that it fosters social cohesion among the tribes by empowering their values. The tribes
organize themselves independently of state protection and politics. They do not need the
state — but the state needs them for accessing a vast amount of its population. If an
intervening power with a countries best interest at heart, achieves to recognize the actual

potential of integrating locals, there is a fair chance to achieve stability.

"2 Boulakia, Jean David C. "Ibn Khaldun: a fourteenth-century economist." Journal of Political Economy 79.5
(1971): 1105-1118.

" Pierre Bonte, “Ibn Khaldun and Contemporary Anthropology: Cycles and Factional Alliances of Tribes and
State in the Maghreb,” in Tribes and Power: Nationalism and Ethnicity in the Middle East, eds. Faleh Jabar
and Dawod Hosham (London, 2003), 54, 55, 74.

'* Khairulyadi, Khairulyadi, et al. "Asabiyah and Religious Solidarity (A Socio-Historical Analysis of

Asabiyah’s Ibn Khaldun in relation to the Concept of Muslim Unity)." Community: Pengawas Dinamika
Sosial 7.1 (2021): 1-14.
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CHAPTER II

METHODOLOGY

Initially, I wanted to conduct an ethnography in person on ground in Jazira. I
believe that for a thoroughly analysis, it is crucial to achieve understanding of that
“essence” of a society (essence as in what expert Toby Dodge elaborates, described in my
literature review). By building personal relationships with local people, and maintaining
them, by getting a grasp of their realities and communal challenges, by sitting and
converse, eating and sharing stories one might achieve a deeper insight. Through my work
as a human rights observer in Mexico, I have learned first-hand that trust must be earned,
and with trust comes truth.

I initiated this plan with a first travel to Baghdad in November 2022. Aware of the
fact that urban societies differ vastly from rural societies within a country, I still wanted to
touch base with a country that was new to me and about which I read a great amount of
literature during my academic career. In my time in Baghdad, I had the opportunity to hold
valuable discussions with local decision makers, a friend arranged my stay with one of the
most influential families in Baghdad. While it is rumored that they have affiliations with
the CIA, for me it was a valuable experience with contemporary witnesses. The family was
certainly one of those exiled families that returned after the collapse of the regime'”. In

Baghdad, I collected already a first-hand proof of what Toby Dodge often illustrates in his

" Dodge, Toby. "US intervention and possible Iraqi futures." Survival 45.3 (2003): S.112
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papers: the return of powerful exiled families that got involved again into rebuilding Iraq’s
political landscape.

Worth mentioning are the concerns of my Lebanese peers at AUB in Beirut. A great
number warned me against going, given the circumstances that I am a blonde girl and by
myself. I heard warnings of kidnapping, rape, assault and murder. Those concerns did not
prevent me from traveling because it wasn’t the first time I heard warnings like that.
Similar concern was voiced when I decided to move to Mexico to work as a human rights
observer in the South and ironically, such concern was also voiced when moving to Beirut
after the collapse. Here I was witnessing first time stigma, racism and stereotyping among
Arab countries and I was happy to report back, that none of the concern proved to be true.
On the contrary, my presence did not bother nor did I get special attention on public
crowded places. People were friendly but rather shy or not interested at all, most of them
delighted when I spoke Arabic with them. In summary, Baghdad is like other places that
faced challenges: the use of common sense and respect (dress accordingly) is essential,
being organized makes life easier.

At first, I was taken aback by my university discouraging me of conducting an
ethnography in Jazira as my Master project. I had been working all Summer 2022 to get in
touch with local decision makers, tribes and especially on receiving a personal invitation
from one of the Shaykhs which is essential for an ethnographer’s protection. I further got in
touch with a local translator that is trusted by the tribes. I managed to enlarge my network
of Iraqi decision makers as well as former US/ CPA or different United Nations agencies
employees. However, while I was absorbed in the writing process I realized that a

“preliminary” study as recommended by AUB does help me prepare substantially for a
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future ethnography. Previous steps mentioned, help me understand what else I must
organize to benefit to the maximum from my time on ground.

My project is based on a case study approach and is a carefully conducted analysis
of pre-existing material. The backbone of my research is the literature review. Within the
literature review, [ will analyze theories, different approaches to peacebuilding and key
findings by authors involved into my research topic. This research is heavily based on
previous ethnographies, studies and research that have been conducted in the Jazira region,
on tribes or within the CVE and PVE field. For instance, a first interview with COAR'® has
appeared to be helpful and is a stepping stone in terms of how to navigate through
dynamics on ground in the region. The organization’s very thoroughly research work in
Northern Syria does cover a vast amount of local challenges to consider. Having such a
complete work as a reference does help me having a broad insight in how to follow my
research interest. I am hoping to rely on my contacts within this organization and learn
from their work, their approach towards communities and apply some of their maxim in
Iraq. Their approach will then be compared with more academic reports, articles and
readings.

After carefully collecting knowledge via various discussed sources, I will then
continue to examine first tribal structures and then the contemporary political landscape in
Iraq and in Jazira in particular. The outcome of this paper in the end will be the analysis

and conclusion in the end.

' https://coar-global.org/2022/02/27/countering-violent-extremism-and-deradicalisation-in-northeast-syria/
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CHAPTER III

SETTING THE CONTEXT

A. Tribal Structures

The research on tribalism and its structure is a component critical to the subject of
my preliminary study. The following readings shall deepen the understanding on how tribes
execute power, politics and organize themselves. An important common denominator
among all authors was the agreement on tribes remaining one of the most important entities
within Iraqi society. The same applies to other countries inhabited by tribes, Syria and
Jordan for instance. Over centuries, their system has been proven to be resistant to political
and environmental change as well it survived times of conflict. However, most authors
pointed out that with modernity, tribal systems became increasingly endangered and made
its society vulnerable.

In her article about the Shammari and “the Process of Chiefdom-Formation” in
1987, Madawi Al Rasheed'’ delves into the emergence of chiefdom among the Shammar
nomads in North Arabia during the 19" and early 20th centuries. Chiefdom here refers to
the establishment of a centralized political structure within a tribal society, which is headed
by a chief or sheikh. Madawi investigates the circumstances that contributed to the
establishment of tribal political leadership with a specific focus on the mutually beneficial

relationship between the nomadic Shammar people and the settled population in Hail, Saudi

'7 Al-Rasheed, Madawi. "The Process of Chiefdom-Formation as a Function of Namadic/Sedentary
Interaction The Case of the Shammar Nomads of North Arabia." Cambridge Anthropology (1987): 32-40.
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Arabia. It further explores how external influences, for instance Egyptian invasions, shaped
this chiefdom. The author displays that economic correlation and external influences did
play a significant role in the emergence of chiefdom within the Jarba Shammar tribal
structures. This transformation is to be understood as a response to the dynamics of
settlement and external forces. Key concepts besides the emphasis on chiefdom are
centralization of power, nomadic-sedentary interaction, tribal settlement politics, economic
and social challenges that come with urban settlements, adaptation and the Rashidi or
Shammari tribe describing their geographical location. Al-Rasheed concludes that the tribes
have proven to be flexible, able to adapt to a changing environment like invasions and enter
economic partnerships when needed. Outside influences did impact tribal political
organization and results in a centralized political authority, but it did not disperse the
conception of tribes.

The article “The Politics of Encapsulation: Saudi Policy towards Tribal and
Religious Opposition” by Madawi Al-Rasheed and Loulouwa Al-Rasheed'® examines
Saudi state strategies in dealing with tribal opposition of the Shammari in early 20th
century. It furthermore addresses the challenges of more recent Shiite and religious
opposition. The analysis focuses on the exceptional characteristics of the Saudi state,
namely immense oil wealth and its reliance on such. Further the hardline Wahabi religious
ideology combined with a monarchical rule. The authors criticize the Saudi state system
while discussing its tactics like the use of violence, intelligence, surveillance or on the other

hand subsidies and nepotism. The article sheds light on how different the Saudi government

'8 Al- Rasheed, Madawi, and Loulouwa Al- Rasheed. "The politics of encapsulation: Saudi policy towards
tribal and religious opposition." Middle Eastern Studies 32.1 (1996): 96-119.
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tackles opposition issues. While the Shammari tribes faced economic discrimination and
political fragmentation, the Shia minorities face persecution, violence and drastic
marginalization. This results in a rapprochement of the Shia minorities to the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The different treatment of political opposition is according to the authors
due to remaining respect and honor of tribal values and structure.

Jasmeen Khan'® published “The Iraqi Tribal Structure: Background and Influence
on Counter-Terrorism” in 2007. Khan offers an analysis of the general tribal structure in
Iraq. She confirms the tribe’s historical importance and the impact on the social and
political dynamics of the Iraq. The author states that the structure is “one of the oldest
establishments of Iraqi civilization” while remaining “the most important entity in Iraqi
society”. Khan describes the resilience of the tribes in the face of various historical
obstacles, political changes and their interactions with different governing authorities
throughout history. The tribal system continues to hold influence and power in the Iraqi
society particularly during periods of uncertainty, for instance when limited central
authority is being displayed.

Further analyzed were several sources authored by Haian Dukhan, therefore he will
be quickly introduced in detail. Dukhan graduated with a PHD in International Relations
from the University of St. Andrews. He has worked with various governmental and non-
governmental organizations, in Syria and abroad. In his work, he focuses on development,

counterterrorism strategies and peace negotiations. Currently Dukhan is a faculty member

' Khan, Jesmeen. "The Iraqi tribal structure: background and influence on counter-terrorism." Perspectives
on Terrorism 1.1 (2007): 3-11.
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at the University of Leicester where he teaches Politics and International Relations.
Additionally, Haian Dukhan is actively engaged in a research project at the University of St
Andrews where he explores the intersection between tribalism and sectarianism. Although
Dukhan does mainly research his subject within Syria, he exhibits in his readings to a large
extent tribal organization that can be applied to other tribal systems.

Haian Dukhan’s piece of 2014, “They Talk about Us but Never Listen to US”*
sheds light on the challenges faced by the Bedouin tribes in Syria today. Dukhan elaborates
how development related issues forced many of them into displacement, not only in
physical form but also transformation from their traditional way of life. The text highlights
how environmental changes, government policies and international development projects
have affected the way of living within the tribal community and their identity. Dukhan
argues that external factors that pressure the tribes into settlement, are often disguised as
environmental issues.

He explains the struggle faced by the tribes to have a say in the decision-making
processes on development projects. Such projects do impact tribal lands, interfere with
traditional migration routes and can lead to deterioration of the environment. The loss of
grazing rights, the implementation of nature conservation efforts (projects) and settlement
endanger Bedouin traditions and risk their heritage additionally. The text further argues that
the loss of tribal traditions has led to impoverishment and marginalization, and therefore

encouraged tribal member’s contribution into uprisings.

%% Dukhan, Haian. ""They Talk to Us but Never Listen to Us": Development-Induced Displacement among
Syria's Bedouin." Nomadic Peoples 18.1 (2014): 61-79.
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In 2021, Haian Dukhan in “The politics of tribalization”*'

explores the impact of
tribalism on politics. It focuses on the dynamics between the Syrian state and Syrian tribes.
He further analyses how the authoritarian Syrian government has utilized tribal affiliations
to consolidate its power. Dukhan sheds light on how both Assad-Regimes have imposed
pressure on tribes to maintain control and authority. In this paper, Dukhan also elaborates
on the transient nature of the role of tribes in the civil war. Some tribesmen would
cooperate with external actors or with different camps, some would be pro or contra regime
and some would not cooperate at all.

Haian Dukhan’s piece offers historical context and contemporary perspectives
relating to tribes in Syria. It also provides insights into how tribalism and Syrian state
politics intersect. He concludes, like Khan respectively for the case of Iraq, that the tribes
remain a significant political force in the modern landscape of Syria. Both agree that an
inclusion of this force into decision making and power sharing is essential in (future)
resolution seeking.

Haian Dukhan produced ‘the end of the dialectical symbiosis of national and tribal
identities in Syria™** in 2022. This article examines the coexistence of tribal identities in
Syria and in their dynamic interactions with the regime. The Syrian government

strategically promoted a national identity while allowing the tribe’s traditions to persist.

The regime had an interest by doing so for it to remain in tribal favor. However economic

*! Dukhan, Haian. "The politics of tribalization in Syria." International Journal of Middle East Studies 53.3
(2021): 502-506.

*? Dukhan, Haian. "The end of the dialectical symbiosis of national and tribal identities in Syria." Nations and
Nationalism 28.1 (2022): 141-153.
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reforms implemented by Bashar al Assad disrupted this balance. It resulted in a resurrection
of tribal identity that clashed with the national identity fostered by the regime. Dukhan
explains how this alienation is responsible for some of the turmoil that errupted in Syria.

The paper also emphasizes how the Syrian uprising further deepened tribal
solidarity and values. It eventually led to their involvement in militias aligned with tribal
perspectives during the subsequent civil war. Overall this paper offers great insights into
the complex interactions of identities and their impact on Syrian society and politics.

The article written by Amatzia Baram® sheds light on Saddam Hussein’s changing
policies towards tribes in Iraq from 1991 to 1996. By rejecting them initially, the Ba'ath
Party faced great challenges and opposition when they sought to eliminate tribal influence.
Saddam later opted for a strategic shift towards embracing tribal affiliations when he
needed them for political support. He turned to tribes in times of war, when the regime
faced internal and external threats. Hussein was in need of political allies and members for
his army, so he strengthened tribal positions.

The Baathist regime acknowledged and rewarded regime-loyal tribal rulers and thus
incorporated so called “neo-tribal” values into its governance. Within this practice some of
the tribes became very powerful and rich. Baram concludes that a “return to tribalism under
Saddam's regime” had a great impact on Iraqi society. The author questions the genuineness
of the “reintegration” of tribes into Iraq’s political landscape by pointing that Saddam

manipulated tribal partnerships and loyalty solely for his own political agenda. The article

* Baram, Amatzia. "Neo-tribalism in Iraq: Saddam Hussein's tribal policies 1991-96." International Journal
of Middle East Studies 29.1 (1997): 1-31.
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raises concerns about Saddam’s tribal policies and elaborates on long-term consequences

for the Iraqi social fabric.

B. Historical Background of Tribal Systems and the Jazira Region

In this section, I will briefly summarize crucial information about tribes —on
theoretical and empirical, tribal historical, hierarchal and organizational matters. The focus
is set on tribal survival strategies and adaptation efforts. An example of such are tribal
confederations like the Shammar in Jazira and their establishment of Salvation councils. As
well as the Shammari security coalition with North Iraqi Kurdish forces®* that are both key
elements in the effort of successfully ousting ISIL and AQI form their lands. In my
prospective ethnography, I would like to dissect what programs were/ are implemented to
build a strong aversion towards this dangerous group. ISIL has been very successful in
terms of targeting youth and manipulating popular grievances. The focus of this project lies
its emphasis on engagement with tribal youth, the challenges facing tribal education at a
time of conflict and the obstacles to local livelihood building. Later in this paper, I will
elaborate on livelihood in connection to tribal youth and tribes in general.

The term Jazira refers to an area called Upper Mesopotamia®®, which includes parts
of current Syria, Iraq and Turkey. This region has a history that dates back to ancient times.
In the context of “Bilad al Sham”, which encompasses most of modern day Syria, Lebanon,

Jordan, Israel and Palestine, the region of Jazira played a role as a melting pot where

** McCaffray van den Toorn, Chrstine and Ali, Ahmed.Challenges and Opportunities in post-ISIS Territories:
The Case of Rabia. Iris Iraq Report, 2018

> Ur, Jason A. "Cycles of civilization in northern Mesopotamia, 4400-2000 BC." Journal of Archaeological
Research 18 (2010): 387-431.
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various civilizations and cultures interacted, settled and politicized*®. This frontier called
Jazira acted as a link between the Mediterranean world, Anatolia and the ancient
civilizations of Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia incorporated Sumerians, Assyrians,
Babylonians and Persians. Moreover, it served as a hub for trade*’ and cultural exchange
which facilitated the movement of goods, ideas and values. The hub “Jazira” has witnessed
the rise and fall of empires and dynasties®® which shaped its governance and society. The
Greeks, the Romans Byzantines and Islamic Caliphates® all had their impact. Due to its
central location, it has always been a conflict prone territory experiencing power struggles
and change. Jazira remains a diverse, significant geopolitical hotspot up until today?”, it
influences cultural, social and economic dynamics in surrounding areas. The region is
shaped by constituting the seat of various major tribes that apply their tribal heritage and
values to its lands.

A tribal structure can be outlined as the following: khams, bayt, fakdh and 'ashira,

clans, shayks. The different units function in a different manner within the framework of

*® Renima, Ahmed, Habib Tiliouine, and Richard J. Estes. "The Islamic golden age: A story of the triumph of
the Islamic civilization." The state of social progress of Islamic societies: Social, economic, political, and
ideological challenges (2016): 25-52.

" Lev, Efraim. "Trade of medical substances in the medieval and Ottoman Levant (Bilad Al-Sham)." Towns
and Material Culture in the Medieval Middle East. Brill, 2002. 159-183.

*¥ Foote, Rebecca M. "Commerce, Industrial Expansion, and Orthogonal Planning: Mutually Compatible
Terms in Settlements of Bilad al-Sham during the Umayyad Period." Mediterranean Archaeology (2000): 25-
38.

** Kennedy, Hugh. The Prophet and the age of the Caliphates: the Islamic Near East from the sixth to the
eleventh century. Taylor & Francis, 2022.

%% Plebani, Andrea. "Periphery No More: The Jazira Between Local, Regional and International

Dynamics." States, Actors and Geopolitical Drivers in the Mediterranean: Perspectives on the New Centrality
in a Changing Region (2021): 237-249.
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the system. Within my research the construct of “tribal confederation’ is the most
interesting one as the total of tribes act as a political body with great power and potential.
An example of such fusion is the Shammari confederation, consistent of different sub-tribes
or clans like the Shammar Jarba. The union was executed in disregard to each clans
religious affiliation but with priority to relational affiliation, which is why the Shammari
incorporate Shia and Sunni tribes.

The political aspect and power of tribal organizations is therefore important as it can
under specific circumstances — those that produce assabiyya -- possess an enormous clout,
as could be observed in the Al Anbar awakening. Tired of constant indoctrination and
violence towards own tribal members, the Shammari initiated the Al Anbar Salvation
council’', often called the Anbar Awakening. It depicts a powerful instrument that
mobilizes locals within their own ranks, a mechanism that aimed to established rule over Al
Anbar. It helped implementing tribal values and customs back onto the ground. The council
was so successful that its success spilled over to other Iraqi regions like Mosul. Mosul’s
plan to establish its own Salvation Council faced more resistance than in Al Anbar and
ultimately fell victim to the stronghold of local Jihadist.’*

Tribal politics and the culture of the Northern Iraqi Bedouins have a fascinating
history that has greatly influenced the political and cultural dynamics in the region for

hundreds of years. The Bedouins, who are traditionally known as desert dwellers, still

*! Khan, Jesmeen. "The Iraqi tribal structure: background and influence on counter-terrorism." Perspectives
on Terrorism 1.1 (2007): 3-11.

32 Hassan, Hussein D. "Iraq: Tribal structure, social, and political activities." Congressional Research Service,
Library of Congress, 2007.
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represent a strong force and a way of life that is deeply connected to tribal affiliation and
their customary practices.

Within the context of politics, tribal culture places importance on identity and
loyalty to the tribe itself as they prioritize the tribe over interests. Tribal leaders, commonly
referred to as shaykhs hold authority and play important roles in resolving disputes,
maintaining order and representing their tribe’s significance and survival. Throughout
history, tribal politics have played a crucial role in shaping power dynamics and
governance as they remained one of the most important entities in the region, as well as
more than 75%- 85% of the population have tribal affiliation.

Traditional Bedouin culture is renowned for its core values of hospitality, honor and
bravery. Bedouin communities are admired for their resilience in adapting to desert
environments and political changes while relying on classical activities like camel herding,
trade and cattle. Furthermore, Bedouin culture is deeply ingrained with customs,
storytelling, poetry and passing down traditions. These practices have been passed down
through generations.

However, the Bedouin lifestyle has been influenced and altered by modernization
and urbanization. Globalization, changes in governance structures and economic shifts have
gradually violated the Bedouin way of life, yet tribes displayed a great talent in adapting to
situational changes. Today, these communities need to navigate the complexities of

modernity while simultaneously striving to protect their heritage.

33 Kilcullen, David. "Field notes on Iraq’s tribal revolt against Al-Qaida." CTC Sentinel 1.11 (2008): 1-5.
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CHAPTER IV

LITERATURE REVIEW

A. Today’s political Landscape in the Jazira

In this section, I examine the geopolitical challenges that the region of Jazira and
neighboring regions are facing since the US invasion in 2003, particularly in terms of
violent extremism and terrorism. Selected literature review will expose how wrongful
foreign political decisions, for instance the De-Bathification process in Iraq, can lead to
unwanted outcomes. In detail, I will analyze how US ignorance and lack of planning
contributed to the rise of extremist forces like ISIL. Underestimating the task by
intervening forces and the fatal lack of awareness of socio-economic, cultural, political and
religious dynamics on ground constitute the main neglect of US forces.

This section will describe how a power vacuum was created after the state’s
dismantlement through the USA and later its interim government CPA. This aims to
explain how potentially dangerous it is, when no institutions are left. Institutions, no matter
how bad they are, do prevent violent and indoctrinating groups to fill the empty space with
their harmful agenda. I would like to shed light on different approaches to combat the
violence — specifically the approach the Shammari Confederation in Jazira has undertaken
in the two decades after the US invasion. Later, I would like to research those mechanisms

in terms of efficacy and sustainability.
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In the aftermath of the US invasion in Iraq, the global community has come to agree
that the violent invasion was both illegitimate as no weapons of mass destruction®* were
uncovered and destabilizing as it lead to a spike rather than a disappearance of terrorism.
On the contrary, mistaken foreign policy decisions by the US and its interim government
CPA led to the dismantling of the Iraqi state and paved the way for the rise of ISIL,
bestowing in turn years of horror and bloodshed on the local civilian population®. In the
last decade, positive and sustainable developments have taken place — not surprisingly
developments led by local people that have not only a better understanding of the dynamics
in place but also a greater interest in living in peace and security in their homelands. Such
noteworthy projects range from the previously described Salvation Council in Al Anbar,
through tribal partnership with the Iraqi Kurdish government in Irbil*® with tribal
confederations that promote interreligious dialogue, mutual decision making and the
common denominator of securing their lands.

In summary, this aims to analyze the dynamics that have contributed the rise of ISIS
and violent extremism in Iraq and the region. This work should be a study of political
mistakes and a wrong decision making process led to the collapse of Iraq and brutal years
to follow. On the other hand, the following readings by experts exhibit how local decision
makers are perfectly capable of solving local challenges themselves — often more

sustainable than foreign forces. This project demonstrates the need and importance to

** Braut-Hegghammer, Malfrid. "Cheater's dilemma: Iraq, weapons of mass destruction, and the path to
war." International Security 45.1 (2020): 51-89.

% Dodge, Toby. Irag—from war to a new authoritarianism. Routledge, 2017.

%% https.//carnegie-mec.org/2016/05/20/mosul-after-islamic-state-kurdistan-region-s-strategy-pub-63615
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integrate local decision-makers into political processes to gain stability and prosperity in
Iraq, and Jazira.
Sam Wyer in his article of 2012, “The Islamic State of Iraq and the “Destroying the

9937

Walls” Campaign™ ', examines an operation launched by the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI).
This campaign involved a series of attacks on Shi'a groups and areas, government
institutions and security posts. These attacks resulted in a significant increase of violence
and civilian casualties. He describes how the violence has escalated, and the numbers of
attacks were steadily rising and the coordination by ISI has improved. The conflict
furthermore spilled over to the Northern Syrian region.

This article emphasizes the struggles faced by security forces and the government in
effectively countering the threat of ISI. It further describes the hardship and loss
encountered by the civilian population under the extremist militants.

Toby Dodge is a leading expert whose continuous work on Iraq is greatly
incorporated in the following. He is a known academic and scholar who specializes in the
field of international relations with focus on the Middle East and North Africa. He has
made important contributions to the study of conflict, security and development in the
region and particularly in Iraq. Dodge is a professor in the Department of International
Relations at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), was the director

at the Middle East Centre within LSE and currently serves as Iraq Research Director at the

Conflict Research Program.

7 Wyer, Sam. "The Islamic State of Iraq and the “Destroying the Walls” Campaign." Institute for the Study of
War Security Update (2012).
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Toby Dodge, in his article on “US intervention and possible Iraqi futures (2003)*,
discusses the difficulties that the United States faced when intervening in Iraq. The analysis
emphasizes the dynamics shaped by Saddam Hussein’s Ba'ath regime, the incompetence by
the occupying force to recognize such and the associated struggles involved in dismantling
the 'shadow state' the former regime had created. Dodge describes how relying on the same
representatives and local figures in order to establish law and order, reinforced existing
power structures (“Shadow state dynamics”) and how it prevented fostering a functional
governing structure.

Dodge recognizes Iraqi tribal leaders as individuals who carry influence within their
communities. These leaders do play significant roles in regional governance as they are the
decision makers in their areas. They resolve disputes, distribute resources and govern their
respective communities, aligned with their traditions.

The author further evaluates the difficulties the CPA encountered in the aftermath of
the US invasion. On one hand, the text sheds light on conflicts within the Bush
administration. He describes how the government faced challenges while attempting to
establish a functioning government post US invasion Iraq. Internal disputes and a lack of
strategy have done the rest to complete the disarray. On the other hand, Dodge explains
how the difficulties included misunderstandings about society, about socio-political
realities on ground and inaccurate predictions. They failed to recognize what he calls “the
essence” of Iraq and its people. Dodge then examines the hurdles that the Coalition

Provisional Authority (CPA) had to overcome when dealing with Iraqi society. To aim for a

*¥ Dodge, Toby. "US intervention and possible Iraqi futures." Survival 45.3 (2003): 103-122.
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successful nation building, he emphasizes the importance of comprehending the underlying
issues, especially the analysis of the relation between the state of Iraq and the
society. Dodge suggests that a continuous long term endeavor is necessary to rebuild Iraq.
It is crucial to cultivate an Iraqi identity among the people to achieve stability in this region.

In “Iraqi Transitions: From regime change to State Collapse” (2005)*, Toby Dodge
analyses the political landscape in Iraq in detail. The analysis is conducted on the period of
US occupation in Iraq, between April 2003 and June 2004. He thoroughly examines the
reasons behind the failure of US forces in establishing stability. Dodge does that by
emphasizing how shortsightedness and the misunderstanding of “the size and nature of the
task” played a key role. The US made unsuccessful attempts to enforce reforms in a country
that was experiencing state collapse. Furthermore, the US forces did not recognize the
importance of involving local Iraqis and decision makers (non-shadow state members) into
the process of nation building while they were pursuing stability. The CPA’s heavily relied
on exile Iraqis, a decision that fostered suspicion and resentment within the Iraqi society.
The US and CPA’s dysfunctional planning process (for what must be done post invasion)
and the lack of understanding about society and its political dynamics, contributed to
instability and insecurity in the region.

Toby Dodge in the article of 2006, “Iraq: the contradictions of exogenous state-

building in historical perspective”* draws a comparison between Great Britain’s attempts

** Dodge, Toby. "Iraqi Transitions: from regime change to state collapse." Reconstructing Post-Saddam Iraq.
Routledge, 2007. 153-170

* Dodge, Toby. "Iraq: The contradictions of exogenous state-building in historical perspective." From
Nation-Building to State-Building. Routledge, 2013. 183-196.
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to establish a government in Iraq between 1914 and 1932 and the challenges faced by the
United States following the regime change in 2003. The article emphasizes the importance
of fostering an Iraqi identity tied to the state as well as the importance of its people
accepting the state’s legitimacy. It further discusses the obstacles that the new Iraqi
government encountered after the US occupation in 2005 drawing comparisons, to the
occupation in 1932. Dodge highlights insurgency and difficulties while establishing a state.
The text further explores how the US government approached reconstruction and
eventually failed at it. The author points out the wrongful assessments, shortcomings and
further limitations of US and CPA’s efforts to re-build a functioning state. Ultimately, he
critically evaluates the overall failure of state building in Iraq.

What Dodge in his follow-up article of 2013 “Intervention and dreams of exogenous
state building; the application of Liberal Peacebuilding in Afghanistan and Iraq™*' argues,
is quite descriptive in the title. Dodge examines that the United States, United Nations and
NATO adopted the Liberal Peacebuilding approach, which is rooted in ideology. It is based
on four units: the individual, the market, the role of the state and democracy. The concept
was applied with the intention to stabilize conflict societies. Dodge points out how the US,
and to some extent NATO and the UN, went as far as applying the very same framework to
Afghanistan and Iraq. The outcome of the “application of a universal template to two very

different countries led directly to the fierce but weak states that exist today”, so called

rouge or failed states are plagued by ingoing conflict. Dodge manages to depict once again

* Dodge, Toby. "Intervention and dreams of exogenous statebuilding: the application of Liberal
Peacebuilding in Afghanistan and Iraq." Review of International Studies 39.5 (2013): 1189-1212.
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how Western interference, its irresponsible lack of strategy and lack of interest towards
conflict prone regions takes its toll.

The article sheds light on how implementing Liberal Peacebuilding failed to
establish stability or meaningful change in Afghanistan and Iraq. It raises doubts about the
effectiveness of Liberal Peacebuilding approach, that has been adopted after the end of the
Cold War. Liberal peacebuilding cannot be universally applied.

“Iraq from War to a New Authoritarianism™** exposes political developments in
Iraq under Maliki’s rule. Dodge explains how a new authoritarian rule failed to recognize
options to establish stability. The expert illustrates how a dysfunctional Iraqi government at
the time did not incorporate tribal members into the Iraqi security forces after the states
withdrew from the region. He exploits how the same governmental mistakes from the past
were repeated as there was no consideration of tribal involvement in decision making
displayed. In his book of 2017, Toby Dodge further examines the involvement of tribes in
uprising against ISI. He specifically sheds light on the establishment of the so-called
awakening councils. His book is a great explanation for how and why the tribes cooperated
with US forces and ultimately, after decades of justified suspicion and resentment. The
article raises concerns, about Iraq’s future as it highlights how its democratic efforts post
US invasion have been eroded over time.

The book written by David J. Kilcullen® proposes a shift in perspective when it

comes to the War on Terrorism. The author emphasizes to consider a broader picture of a

*2 Dodge, Toby. Irag—from war to a new authoritarianism. Routledge, 2017.

*# Kilcullen, David. Counterinsurgency. Oxford University Press, 2010.
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globalized Islamist insurgency rather than only focusing on the phenomenon terrorism. The
concept of counter insurgency approaches seems more efficient to him as opposed to
traditional terrorism concepts. For instance, Kilcullen introduces the doctrine of
“disaggregation” in order to fight globally connected Jihadism. World wide access to the
internet and propaganda published online took its toll and resulted in a “common
consciousness’” among the Jihadist community. The expert explores the complex nature of
the issue “Global Jihadism”, namely the interconnectedness of religions, nationalities,
languages and ideologies. As globalization has reached every corner of our contemporary
world, so became the Jihadist movement globally connected, financially linked and its
social structures became joint by family relationships and sponsorship. Kilcullan
emphasizes the decentralized, widely spread out nature of organizations like Al Qaeda by
illustrating how it is mostly local groups that plan and execute operations like terrorist
attacks. The article is an overall review of traditional counter terrorism strategies. The
author concludes the importance of recognizing global dynamics within Jihadist structures
in order to effectively counter extremism.

In his article titled "What Went Wrong in Iraq™**

, Larry Diamond examines the
failures and shortcomings of U.S. Occupation in Iraq as well. It sheds light on especially
the mistakes made during the transfer of power in 2004. The article highlights issues such
as insufficient military commitment, lack of preparedness for post war challenges and

disregard for expert advice. One key problem identified is a security deficit that affected

economic and social reconstruction efforts. The text further criticizes the CPA for strategic

* Diamond, Larry. "What went wrong in Iraq." Foreign Aff. 83 (2004): 34.
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mistakes. It emphasizes the question of the government’s legitimacy, and discusses the
problematics of political transition plans. The Iraqi constitution in 2005 was rushed and
incomplete, the question of Kurdish autonomy remained unsolved. In conclusion, it
underscores the importance of international assistance and support if one wants to push for
democratic order.

What all the authors above have in common is the pointing out wrongful, as a
matter of fact harmful US foreign policy mistakes. They all confirm insufficient
understanding of sociopolitical realities, lack of US preparedness and lack of US long term
planning post invasion. This includes an insufficient understanding by the Coalition
Provisional Authority (CPA) regarding the sociopolitical realities on the ground in Iraq.
The intervention and occupation of Iraq is shaped by failure in nation-building strategies.
Furthermore, do some experts reassure the importance of including local decision makers
like tribal leaders into the political landscape. In summary, these common findings
highlight the complex and interconnected challenges faced during and after the U.S.
intervention in Iraq, including issues related to governance, security, and the dynamics of

regional and global influences.

B. Livelihood

It is important to link the analysis to livelihood and capacity building. Social order
and communal harmony stand and fall with opportunities and hope for the future. Post war
history has thought us, depriving people of making a living fosters social unrest, uprising

and ultimately extremism is on the rise. As mentioned earlier, this was the case in the
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Weimarer Republic* in Germany and paved the way for Nazicm. Same applies to the De-
Bathification process that left millions of former Ba’ath members, many of them heavily
weaponized and with great military knowledge, without any hope of re-employment by the
new authority. This vulnerable part of the Iraqi population was therefore susceptible for the
indoctrination of Al Qaida members that turned into the ISI movement.

Researching how tribes build opportunities and capacities for their people, is an
important step in understanding how regional stability and security can be reached. It must
be comprehended, what basis is needed to build a youth full of potential instead of it being
easy prey for extremist trends. Tribal livelihood refers to their tradition and the way they
support their clan with economic activities. The Jarba display their own practices in terms
of culture, social life and economizing. While these practices are passed through
generations, they are closely connected to their land and their surroundings. Examples of
such are agriculture, hunting, farming, animal culture, growing crops for their own need.
Some tribes do rely on trade. The livelihood is a strong component of a tribe’s cultural
identity and tribal life starts and ends with it. Therefore authorities, thus policies in place
should be of protective nature in terms of tribal lands, besides of fully integrating them into
the determination of the future. Tribes will prevail, a respectful co-existence and the

enjoyment of all rights is a sustainable, long-term peacebuilding strategy.

* Berman, Sheri. "Civil society and the collapse of the Weimar Republic." World politics 49.3 (1997): 401-
429.
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C. Analysis: Challenges and Opportunities

Dawn Chatty’s collected work "Nomads of the Middle East and North Africa facing

the 21st century””*®

, which incorporates various chapters by leading experts and academics,
delivers a great overview on challenges and obstacles tribes overcame in modern times.
Chatty discusses how the traditional way of Bedouin life has blended into more diverse
economic activities in order to adapt to modern challenges and a changing environment. He
confirms once more the tribal capability to secure survival through constant adaptation.
According to the author, tribes managed to use “mobility, adaptive responsiveness and
opportunism as significant survival stratagems—among others—for entering the 21*

»*" The authors and experts in the book continue to further discuss the various

century.
challenges which are all together interconnected and of complex nature.

A major challenge represents land dispossession®, which is characterized by the
loss of ancestral lands due to modernity and its development projects like the introduction
of monoculture. With their land, tribal livelihood starts and ends. Their traditions and
economic survival is strongly tied to their lands, agriculture and flock. Migration within
tribal regions are essential to maintain tribal life.

Economic pressures in the form of poverty and marginalization did pose another

threat to tribal life. Limited access to opportunities, employment and education forces

# Chatty, Dawn. "Nomads of the Middle East and North Africa facing the 21st century." Nomadic Societies in
the Middle East and North Africa. Brill, 2006. 1-30

* Chatty, Dawn. "Nomads of the Middle East and North Africa facing the 21st century." Nomadic Societies in
the Middle East and North Africa. Brill, 2006. 1-30. P.25

* Chatty, Dawn. Displacement and dispossession in the modern Middle East. Vol. 5. Cambridge University
Press, 2010.
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young tribal members to migrate to urban areas and therefore endangers the continuation of
tribes.

A more recent threat to tribal agriculture, thus livelihood, poses climate change that
often results in forced displacement. Climate changes does affect tribal ecosystems. As
mentioned before the tribes depend on traditional cultivation of their lands, in the shape of
farming, hunting or herding.

Another challenge poses the attempt to diminish tribal identity by prohibition of
tribal languages, traditions and cultural assimilation. Dominant political systems would
pressure tribes to adapt to modernity or their political rule. Those attempts were challenging
the tribes but did not succeed ultimately. Due to the fluid characteristic of tribal survival
strategies, Bedouins managed to work around most political systems or reforms imposed.

The most important challenge to point out, is political marginalization. The lack of
political representation of the most important entity in Iraq, the tribes, is a significant factor
that prevents the establishment of peace and stability. As discussed in this paper, experts
like Toby Dodge or Jasmeen Khan have demonstrated how crucial the integration of local
decision makers is. Local tribal shayks are the one access to a large part of the population,
to its potential and ultimately power.

In summary, the US invasion that aimed to overthrow Saddam Hussein’s regime
was not only legally justified or internationally accepted, it failed by large and led the
region into decades of violence, bloodshed and instability. US failure to plan for a post war

strategy, including rebuilding the country and its government, created a power vacuum™

* Dodge, Toby. "Iraq: The contradictions of exogenous state-building in historical perspective." From
Nation-Building to State-Building. Routledge, 2013. p 188
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which was easily filled with extremist groups. The lack of planning further led to a total
collapse of the state. Mismanagement in terms of allocating rebuilding projects to
exclusively US companies™ or its allies', instead of Iragi construction companies™, let to
resentment and rejection within Iraq towards its new authority. Over-reliance on exiled
Iraqis shifted the power away from local decision makers, thus empowered the wrong
group of people with zero knowledge on Iraq post war. The reimplementation of so-called
shadow state members depicts another level of carelessness by the occupying force, not
willing to show interest in a country’s power structures. Not paying attention and the
inability of offsetting emerging regional influences (Iran) or sectarian dynamics, created a
fruitful environment for insurgency and terrorism in the form of ISI to step in. The De-
Ba’athification process and the dissolution of Saddam’s army were two massive strategic
miscalculations as those heavily weaponized groups joined insurgent groups after being left
without other options.

In contrast to all this wrongful US decision-making process, the approach of
integrating local groups as suggested by experts seems to be rational, considerate and
ultimately the most efficient and sustainable way to reach a minimum of stability in modern

day Iraq.

> Policy, US Foreign. "The Lessons of the Last War Are Clear." Failed States and Fragile Societies: A New
World Disorder? (2014): 62.

> Graeger, Nina. "Empowering commercial actors: Outsourcing of humanitarian and development services in
international peace operations and post-war settings." (2008).

32 Beelman, Maud. Baron, Kevin. Gordon, Neil. Peterson, Laura. Philofer, Aron. Politi, Daniel. Verloy,
Andre. Williams, Bob and Williams, Brooke. “U.S. contractors reap the windfalls of post-war reconstruction’
in ICILJ, 2012.
https://www.icij.org/investigations/windfalls-war/us-contractors-reap-windfalls-post-war-reconstruction-0/
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This is where opportunities for tribal life fall in place. Political integration and decision
making will not only help tribal life to adapt to modern challenges like climate change. The
Bedouins know how to best meet their needs and what is needed to steer tribal life towards
the future. Political integration offers the opportunity to create structures that don’t pose a
threat to tribal survival. On the contrary, it might create the opportunity for peace and
stability for a large part of the population in Iraq or elsewhere.

Haian Dukhan® elaborates once more how governmental ignorance towards tribes
did backfire and resulted in destabilization. The marginalization of tribes prevents
successful state building and is counterproductive to national cohesion. Dukhan describes
the enormous impact of tribal mobilization and its power within the political landscape.
Instead of governmental attempts to diminish, marginalize and control tribal life, therefore
prevent eventual collaboration with insurgency or extremists, the Iraqi government and its

allies should recognize the potential that lies within the integration of Bedouins.

>3 Dukhan, Haian. "Tribal Mobilisation Forces in Iraq: Subtleties of Formation and Consequential Power
Dynamics." British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 50.5 (2023): 1337-1351
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, my exploration of tribalism in Iraq and surrounding regions provides
a nuanced understanding of its historical significance, adaptive strategies, and
contemporary entanglements. Within the literature review, experts and authors collectively
highlight the resilience of tribal systems, their complex relationships with political power,
and their significant role in shaping the socio-political landscapes of the region. The
examination of livelihood and opportunities for tribal communities with focus on tribal
youth and their vulnerability to extremist influences, emphasizes the importance of capacity
building like economic activities, cultural practices and traditions, and community driven
solutions in fostering stability and security.

In summary, this paper does on one hand provide a historical and contemporary

understanding of tribalism. On the other hand, it advocates for a “rethought”, new holistic

approach to peace building that integrates tribal perspectives into governance, development,
and security strategies. As tribal structures will prevail, as they have proven various time
throughout history, this preliminary study for a future ethnography does serve me as a
valuable foundation for further studies and may help on my way to assist my countries in
good policymaking efforts that recognize the power of local counter terrorism experts like

the tribes of Jazira.
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Regarding the ethnography, this body of work as it serves as a preliminary study,
does help me prepare for said field work. A successful ethnography contains on one hand a
versatile and nuanced understanding of the subject of study. Within my literature review, I
deepened my understanding of both historical and political aspects of Iraqi life, more
specifically tribal structures. Through an extensive research, I achieved to attain tangible
knowledge in terms of my own academic interest; security studies and alternative
approaches to Western interference thus a different approach to peace building. On the
other hand, this project enabled a first access to the field of study. This means that an
expansion of my network in Iraq itself does help me implement a successful field work
once I conduct said ethnography. With the knowledge acquired within the process of
writing, I could successfully engage in various conversations on the topic and gained more
insight by extending my interest with additional readings.

In prospect of such ethnography, by reading existing material on field work, this
project helped me understand on what to focus on once on ground. Not only cultural
sensitivity will be essential as demonstrated by the Americans as an anti example. The
challenges and opportunities such field work constitutes must be considered, for instance
access to tribal groups or permission to conduct research in the first place. Considering a
multi method data collection like film, photography, interviews and notes, the use must be
clarified beforehand. For a successful ethnography one must know what type of media is
preferred and adequate given the cultural context. Building trust lies at the heart of an
ethical approach, especially since the Jazria region and its people went through massive

hardship and deprivation inflicted by the West.
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In summary, this project familiarized me with the essential background information
to gain the most out of future observations, to recognize what is unfolding before my eyes
right on the spot. It helps me processing and utilize collected material to best extent
possible in order to tell the story I want to tell. The story of local people taking care of their

land and making sure sustainable approaches to stability and prosperity will be strived for.
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APPENDIX I
READINGS ON TRIBAL STRUCTURES

IN THE JAZIRA REGION
Author + short bio Title Key concepts Conclusion
(author/me)
Akin, Tutku "A Literature Review: - understanding of - author suggests
The Relationship ethnic identities that relationships
-Bogazici University, Between the Ottoman -relationship between | between the OE
Ataturk Institute for Modern | Empire and Tribes in the | tribes and Ottoman and tribes
Turkish History, Graduate | XIXth Century." Empire OE) on 19" involved
Student. Studies Sociology | (2022) century negotiation,
of the State -a critique of Ottoman | cooperation,
administrative effort | adaptation
to control and organize | -it did challenge
tribes the notion of a
-tribes discussed not centralized
only Arabic tribes, as government
diverse as: Kurdish,
Armenian, Yezidi, etc. | -great historical
- tribal partnerships | power structure
with Ottoman Empire | analysis
-challenges faced by
the Empire when
dealing w/ tribes
Alon, Yoav “Tribalism in the Middle | - tribal and ethnic -the relevance of
East: A Useful Prism for | identity tribes remains in
-Professor in Middle Understanding the -tribal roles and modern society

Eastern History at Tel Aviv
University.
-authored “The Making of

Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism,

and the Modern State”
(2009)

Region." (2021)

integration into
contemporary societies
-historical continuity:
tribes date back to pre-
Islamic times and still
prevail therefore:
-tribal significance
prevails and shapes
society

-regional aspect:
many Middle
Easterners do
identify with
tribes and tribal
norms and values
-positive
perception: many
are proud of tribal
identity
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Al-Rasheed, Madawi

"The Process of

-formation of

- valuable source

Chiefdom-Formation as | chiefdom to understand
a Function of - centralization of overall tribal life
- British of Saudi origin Namadic/Sedentary power - flexibility
- professor of social Interaction The Case of | - nomadic-sedentary | -adaptation to a
anthropology the Shammar Nomads of | interaction changing
-activist North Arabia." - tribal settlement environment like
1987 politics invasions
- economic and social | - enter economic
challenges that come partnerships
with urban settlements | -Those outside
- adaptation influences did
- Rashidi or impact tribal
Shammari tribes + political
their geographical organization and
location. resulted in a
centralized
political authority.
Madawi Al-Rasheed and “The Politics of - in-depth exploration | -very Saudi based

Loulouwa Al-Rasheed

Encapsulation: Saudi
Policy towards Tribal
and Religious
Opposition”

(1996)

of Saudi state
strategies in dealing
with Shammar tribal
opposition and Shiite
religious opposition
-critique of existing
model

- opposition responses
- differentiation of

- valuable insight
on formation
history of
Shammar and
following
migration
-interesting piece
to understand
Saudi state

political adversaries politics
Baram, Amatzia "Neo-tribalism in Iraq: - Neo-tribalism / neo- | - understanding
Saddam Hussein's tribal | tribal values in Iraq Saddam’s

policies 1991-96."
(1997)

- Initial rejection of
Ba’athist regime
-strategic shift to
embrace partnership by
Saddam Hussein (his
survival strategies)
-Impact on tribal
rulers and their
organization (some
became very powerful)

relationship with
tribes
-understanding
why some tribes
are more powerful
than others
-power structure
of Iraq pre-
invasion
-prevalence of
tribes
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-long term impact of
those policies on Iraqi
society

Eickelman, Dale

Anthropology of the
middle east

-description,
observations and
definition of tribal
structures

-describes thoroughly
what exactly a “tribe”
is and names various

-rather historical
source

- lots has changed
ever since due to
highly adaptive
nature of tribes as
a survival strategy

examples
-historical sources
Jasmeen Khan The Iraqi Tribal -Iraqi Tribal -Description of al

Structure: Background Structure Anbar awakening
and Influence on -Fluctuations in Tribal | Crucial moment
Counter-Terrorism” Strength -Tribal Alliances
(2007) -Saddam Hussein's nd their

Policies “Transient

-Anbar Awakening

- Shiite Tribes and their
cooperation with the
U.S. against Al-Qaeda.
-Tribal Hierarchy

-Role of U.S. and Iraqi
Government

Nature” (not new,
nuanced
understanding of
tribal dynamics
within society)
-very good
reading, contact
author
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Haian Dukhan

PHD in International
Relations from the
University of St.
Andrews.

Focus on
development,
counterterrorism
strategies & peace
negotiations.
faculty member at
the University of
Leicester teaching
Politics and
International
Relations.

research project at
the University of St
Andrews exploring
the intersection
between tribalism
and sectarianism.

(Haian Dukhan)

“They Talk about Us but
Never Listen to Us”
(2014)

-tribal challenges in
Syria today

- development related
issues

- displacement and
settlement
-transformation of
traditional way

-very helpful,
good
understanding of
governmental
policies and their
impact on tribal
life, displacement
and settlement
issues

“The politics of - state — tribe -somewhat realted
tribalization” dynamics to my topic
(2021) - relationship Syrian -Insight on
regimes Xx tribes and intersection of
the use of tribal tribes and state
affiliation in politics - historical
context and
contemporary
perspectives
The end of the -analysis of tribal - great piece

dialectical symbiosis of
national and tribal
identities in Syria

identity within a state
system
-impact of Arab

regarding identity
- not much related
to livelihood/ my

(2022) spring/ uprising on the | topic

tribal solidarity and

strengthening of value

system
"TRIBES AT -Resurgence of Dukhan describes
WAR." Actors and Tribalism how ISIS
Dynamics in the Syrian | -ISIS Exploitation of | strategically

Conflict's Middle Phase:
Between Contentious
Politics, Militarization
and Regime

Resilience (2022)

Chapter 11

Tribal Dynamics
(manipulation of Kurds
and tribes against each
other)

-ISIS Strategies
-Explains Tribal
divisions
(fragmentation) and
alliances

planned to gain
tribes support
(very interesting
read)

- interesting
observation by
the author: when
the state fails,
tribes become
stronger
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"Tribes and tribalism in

-discusses the role of

Important when

the Syrian tribes in the Syrian understanding
uprising." Syria uprising resilience and
Studies 6.2 (2014): -classified into:Loyal, | strength of
Opposition, Split, regional tribal
Silent bond
-tribal ties (unity -tribes will
across borders) and continue to play a
their dynamic when it | crucial role in the
comes to uprisings reconstruction of
-Tribal Crescent vs. Syria (important
Shiite Crescent (Tribal | for reconciliation)
origins)
-Gulf Patronage
The politics of -Tribes in the Modern - Dukhan is Syria

tribalization in Syria."
(2021)

Middle East

-Syrian Civil war that
led to fragmentation of
tribes

-State-Tribal Relations

-Authoritarian Rule,
Policies and

expert, only
somewhat
applicable to Iraq
-yet some similar
dynamics that can
be considered

Exploitation (Assad)
- external dynamics and
challenges
Biissow, Johann, Kurt "The Arab East and the | -Historical - text to gain a
Franz, and Stefan Leder Bedouin Component in | significance of nuanced
Modern History: Bedouins understanding of
Emerging Perspectives | -Ambivalent Arab societies

on the Arid Lands as a

Social Space."
(2015)

relationship to
settlement, urban
establishment
-evolution of Bedouin
identity

-land reforms back then
until today (Ottomans

to Assad Regime)

-defining
“Bedouin” is
highly complex as
it is diverse, rich,
dynamic
population
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Chatty, Dawn

"The Bedouin in
contemporary Syria: the
persistence of tribal
authority and control”

-Syria: economic
growth led to Bedouin
settlement initiatives
-droughts and shift to

- somewhat
helpful

- very Syria based
- correlation and

agriculture interaction with
-contemporary Syrian regime
conflicts
-international
initiatives
- tribal leader’s
influence
Kilcullen, David Field notes on Iraq’s -Tribal revolt -very valuable
tribal revolt against Al- | against AL Qaeda/ | article
Qaida. ISIL and the -describes well

(2008)

motivation behind
-local dynamics and
collaborations
-counter-
insurgency
strategies (by tribes
and by partners)
-tribal affiliation
and social dynamics

when and why
the tribes turned
from being an
ally to ISIL
against them
-also why they
decided to
collaborate with
state

Cigek, M. Talha

"The tribal partners of
empire in Arabia: the
Ottomans and the
Rashidis of Najd, 1880—
1918”

(2017

- Historical background
on the Rashidis
(Rashidi Dynasty)

- strategic
partnership with
Ottoman Empire
-internal conflicts led
to decline of Rashidi
dynasty

-World War 1: OE
sought Rashidi support
as ally

-the Ottoman-Rashidi
alliance was
significant
phenomenon in Arab
history

-focus on Rashidi
tribe
- not for my paper
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Drott, Carl. “Arab Tribes Split -People’s protection -online article
-freelance Swedish Between Kurds And units (YPG) and civil | - connected to
journalist Jihadists." engagement research topic in
(2014) -The Shammar tribe | terms of
and its relationships cooperation and
with the Kurds, (the partnership with
Shammar tribe Kurds
supported the YPG)
- ISIS dynamics in) the
region
Mamdani, Mahmood. "What is a tribe." -colonial ideologies/ -old school
(2012) practices (Henry Maine | nativism
influenced the concept | explained
of native people during
the 19th century)—> -history
nativism
-discrimination
-discrimination during state
experienced through building

colonial powers

-here: what is a tribe: a
concept shaped by
colonial structure
Tribalization and its
categorization through
the Brits

not too connected
to theme

Maisel, Sebastian.

"The new rise of
tribalism in Saudi
Arabia." Nomadic
Peoples 18.2 (2014)

-Comeback of
Tribalism in Saudi
Arabia

-Changing State-Tribe
Relationship

-Saudi national
identity: Tribes are
largely integrated

-Social media and
new platforms enable
tribes to persist in
modernity while
sticking to their values

The papers offers
a critique of
tribalism. A opts
for a new
definition that
adapts to new
local realities.

Tribes play a
respected role in
the social
contract, leaders
are somewhat
influential in
public discourse.
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and customs. It even
fosters tribal voices
though online
platforms. There are
other forms of modern
communication outlets
like TV shows, online
panels etc.

-asabiyya (positive
tribal solidarity and
pride) vs. ta'assub
(negative image of
tribe): addresses
benefits and difficulties
within modern Saudi
tribal society.

Adaptation

theme: they
successfully blend
tradition with
modernity
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Prager, Laila.

"Introduction.
Reshaping tribal
identities in the
contemporary Arab
world: politics, (self-)
representation, and the
construction of Bedouin
history."

(2014)

-Paper on eclectic
dimensions of Bedouin
identity, focusing on
cultural, historical,
political, territorial
aspects.

-Bedouin Identity is
fluid and adaptive, the
term "Bedouin-ness"
describes this dynamic
-Production of
Cultural Heritage like
writing tribal histories,
camel and horse races,
museum exhibitions
etc. It all contributes to
the preservation and
representation of
Bedouin culture.
-Territorial Rights
and Claims
-Globalization vs.
tribal Identity
(modernity has arrived:
blogs, social media,
etc)

-very interesting
reading

-useful in terms of
fluidity of tribal
identity

-and in terms of
the potential and
the capability to
adapt to modern
times

Watkins, Jessica.

"Seeking justice: Tribal
dispute resolution and
societal transformation
in Jordan (2014)

-Urbanization led to
tribal disputes and
societal changes (like
education) contributed
to this

-legal system: the
article discusses the
solution of disputes via
tribal law/ the
integration of some of
this law in customary
law in Jordan

-State Influence: State
tries to push towards

-about Jordan

-The author
confirms the
(historical)
significance of
tribes and their
importance in
society
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settlements but the
tribes do follow their
own agenda (resist
state control)

-National unity feeling
through tribal hood and
integration of tribal
traditions into state
structures

-Sheds light on
motivation/ reasons of
choosing settlement

Al Jazeera News, webpage
(author unknown)

Sunni Tribes Seek
Unity”, Al Jazeera, 19
Sept. 2007.

-Establishing Security
and the discussion of
collaboration models
(after al Anbar where
local tribes and former
Baathists joined forces
to reestablish order and
security)

-unity and united
tribal efforts
(confederations that
integrate Shia and
Sunni groups/
Shammar)

-focus on LOCAL
empowerment

-“al Anbar inspires”
other cities like Mosul
that aims to establish
its own salvation
council

-recognizing the reality
of Al Qaeda/ ISIL
agenda in Iraq

Highlights the
importance of
fostering LOCAL
BODIES instead
of EXTERNAL
FORCES

-extremely
important source /
perspective

-the article
provides insights
into the complex
dynamics,
challenges and
strategies that
local efforts are
facing when
dealing with
security threats
like al Qaeda/
ISIL

-very connected
to my topic
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Hassan, Hussein D.

"Iraq: Tribal structure,
social, and political
activities."
Congressional Research
Service, Library of
Congress, 2007.

-tribal origins and
structure (families,
clans, groups etc)
-historical and
contemporary
importance of tribes

- tribes during
Ba’athist era
-tribes and the US
authorities

Good overview of
tribal structure,
political influence
and social
dynamics in Iraq
(even though
written by US sp

-reconfirmation
that 75% of the
population has

tribal affiliation

-helpful source to
understand the
Middle East of
today
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Abd al-Jabbar, Falih, and
Hosham Dawod,

Tribes and power:
Nationalism and
ethnicity in the Middle
East

(2003)

-confirms tribal
significance
throughout history until
today

-elaborates on tribal
flexibility (being
fluid), survival
strategies, main reason
tribes still uphold
significance and
influence today, that
they prevail

-tribes and
modernity

-how tribes deal/ dealt
with control &
coercion of
authoritarian states,
regimes, oppressors

-helpful source to
understand the
Middle East of
today

-books
methodology
might be helpful
in guiding my
ethnography

-case studies and
theories together

Dawod, Hosham.

"The Sunni Tribes in
Iraq: between Local
Power, the International
Coalition and the
Islamic State."

(2015)

- for NOREF
(Norwegian
peacebuilding resource
center)

-resurgence of
tribalism in Iraq amid
political turmoil

-explores US army’s
interest to collaborate
after the US recognizes
finally importance of
tribes

-discusses that
modernity does not
erase tribal identity,
the tribes prevail and
adapt (confirms fluid

-paper confirms
the potential/
capability of local
tribes to handle
local challenges
and their
important role in
establishing
security and
stability

-helpful to make a
claim within my
topic
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dynamic and
adaptation theory)
-the paper exhibits
extremists and jihadist
impact on tribal life

-discussed internal
tribal challenges
(internal
fragmentation) and
external tribal
challenges (central
government, the US,
the CPA)
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APPENDIX II

READINGS ON TODAY’S POLITCIAL LANSCAPE IN JAZIRA

Al-Rasheed,
Madawi

-Professor of
Anthropology of
Religion at King's
College, London,
specialized in Saudi
history, society,
politics, religion
-challenges Saudi
establishment

“Saudi Arabia and its | -Saudi- Gulf relationship and -interesting report
neighbors” interactions to understand
2017 -foundation of Saudi foreign contemporary
policy Saudi-gulf
- the feeling of superiority of relationship
Saudi as the “cultural and -criticizes Saudi
religious center” of the Arab government’s and
world MBS>* lack of
- Saudi economy and dominance | acknowledging
in the region state sovereignty,
- positioning of regional therefore it poses
leadership, imposing on weaker or | regional danger
smaller states -less relevant for
my research topic
-analysis of modern day Saudi -good source on
“A history of Saudi Arabia, tribal lands and
Arabia” -short comings of Saudi politics, | migration in
2010 namely royal politics Saudi Arabia
-analysis of foreign policy -helpful to

decisions and internal challenges
-political, economic and social
developments in Saudi Arabia
since 9/11 to the present day

- a book about reform and
change, efforts wanted by the
Saudi people

understand the
formation of
tribes and
maintenance of
power structures

-can be relevant
to my paper when
it comes to
understand
historical origin

- can be helpful
while making the
claim that tribes
are still

** Mohammed bin Salman, Crown Prince and Prime minister of Saudi Arabia
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significant,
powerful and
must be
integrated in
politics

/power structures

-can be relevant
to my paper when
it comes to
understand
historical origin
- can be helpful
while making the
claim that tribes
are still
significant,
powerful and
must be
integrated in
politics

Sam Wyer

-research analyst at
ISW (Institute for
the Study of War)

- USA based
Instutute that
“deeply cares about
America’s defense”/
America’s security

“The Islamic State of
Iraq and the
“Destroying the
Walls”

(2012)

- information about ISIL violence
and impact on Iraq

-violence against tribes by ISIL
explained

- good reading to
understand the
extent of volence
- very US focused

Toby Dodge,

- Specialist in the
field of International
relations with focus
on MENA

- produced studies
on conflict, security
and development,
esp. in Iraq

“US intervention and
possible Iraqi
futures”

(2003)

- challenges faced by occupation
force USA in Iraq

- Underestimation of “shadow
state” dynamic and failures of
De-Ba’athification

- analysis of intervention and what
went wrong

- confirms Iraqi
tribal leaders
influence within
their communities
-comfirms
significant role in
regional
governance as
decision makers
in their areas.
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(Toby Dodge)

“Iraq: the
contradictions of
exogenous state-
building in historical
perspective”

(2006)

-state building

-overall assessment of the
political landscape in Iraq
-comparison with British
occupation and their
wrongdoings

-obstacles after occupation in
2003

-emphasizes the importance to
consider Iraqi identity and
persecution (the need to legitimize
a state the people)

-harsh evaluation
of US and CPA
efforts and its
failure

-great overview
of previous
occupation
failures

“Iraq's future: the
aftermath of regime
change.”

(2012)

speculations on possible future
scenarios for Iraq

-State building and what are the
challenges

-how to reconstruct the state and
political structures

-how to deal with rising violence
and extremism

-the effect and aftermath of failed
US intervention in Iraq and in the
region

-objective critique
as all his articles
and books
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“State and society in
Iraq ten years after
regime change: the
rise of a new
authoritarianism."
(2013)

-Maliki’s period as prime
minister was marked by
weakness, corruption (nepotism)
and efforts to consolidate power.
His government tainted by
inefficiency, coercion and
suppression

-Erbil Agreement weak
agreement to seek unity among
Iraqis, overthrown by Maliki for
its own purposes/ to strengthen his
power

-Establishment and ruling class
exposed, highly fragmented,
used as tools by Maliki
(consolidation efforts)

-Grass-root organizations and
civil movements tried to mobilize
against the Maliki government
(February 2011 demonstrations)

Less about tribal
matters,

Emphasizes the
importance of
strengthening
Iraqi unity
(government did
not achieve this —
that is where
tribes kick in)

Useful for
arguing for tribal
integration in the
decision-making
process.

"Intervention and
dreams of exogenous
state building: the
application of Liberal
Peacebuilding in
Afghanistan and
Iraq."

(2013)

-Weak states and its
categorization within liberal
foreign policy

-liberal peace building, main
approach adopted by US, UN,
NATO and allies, rooted in liberal
ideology.

-There is NOT a template to be
applied on countries (every
country try has own dynamics)
and therefore this approach is not
sustainable

-great evidence
that liberal peace
building
strategies do not
wok

-the West does
need to
reconsider

-good argument
in fostering
alternative peace
building
approaches
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“Iraq—from war to a

new authoritarianism.

-New Authoritarianism:
emergence of a new authoritarian
rule in Iraq under Maliki's
leadership and how it failed.

- expresses the
need for stability
-challenges in the
future of Iraq

(2017) -somewhat
-Dysfunctional Iraqi Government | helpful
-Repetition of past mistakes,
mainly the lack of consideration
for tribal involvement in decision-
making processes.
-Tribal involvement in uprising, al
Anbar awakening
-Iraqi resentment
"The causes of US Analysis of US failure: -Dodge describes
failure in Iraq." -shortsightedness a remarkable
(2019) -inability to reconstruct defeat of US
-de-Ba’athification process -> foreign policy!
destruction of all institutions They failed in

(army, police, courts, schools,
administrations and ministries)
-no capacity building

-lack of long term planning

every possible
realm

“Iraqi Transitions:
From Regime
Change to State
Collapse”

2005

-Analysis of US Occupation in
Iraq (April 2003 - June 2004)

-Lack of understanding/
shortsightedness and
underrating of tasks
(reconstruction) after intervention
Reasons for failure to establish
stability. Did not recognize the
importance to involve local
decisions makers into that process
(instead engaged exiled iraqis that
did not now the situation at that
time)

-state collapse
description useful
when explaining
why a power
vacuum was
created (in
aftermath of
collapse)

-failure of foreign
intervention and
why it is not
sustainable
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-inability to build structure led
to state collapse (unrealistic
reforms)

Beyond structure and
agency: Rethinking
political identities in
Iraq after 2003
(2020)

-de-Ba’athification process
analysis

-democratization efforts
analyzed, how it impacts Iraq,
how it plays out

-Pierre Bourdieu sociological
concepts to understand the
situation in Iraq (symbolism and
violence, in politics, in division of
society,

-sectarian and ethnic identities

-constructivism, social construct
of society applied

- helps dissecting
impact and wrong
doings of De-
ba’atification

-very fresh source
(2020)

-very theoretical

- Read again

Larry Diamond,

What went wrong in
Iraq, 2004

-U.S. Occupation Failures in
Iraq, exhibits key mistakes made
during 2004 power transfer

-inability of US forces to
evaluate and recognize the
situation on ground

-aftermath of invasion, lack of
preparation for postwar obstacles,
total destruction of institutions via
de-Ba’athification

-underestimation of
reconstruction task in all realms
(economical, political, social)
which ended up in state collapse

-great critique on
occupying US
and CPA

-exhibits US
inability/ wrong
decision making
processes
-ignorance and
negative impact/
aftermath of the
above on Iraq
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-flawed CPA policies, decisions,
elections, Transitional Authority
Law (TAL) challenges

-perception of Iraqis, hostile
against the occupier, the CPA (for
good reasons) and non-acceptance
of such (legitimacy was
challenged), public resentment

-Northern Iraq and potential Iraqi
Kurdistan Autonomy

David J. Kilcullen

Countering global
insurgency, 2005

-Shift in Perspective: Kilcullan
encourages an overarching
perspective considering
globalized nature extremism/
terrorism/ jihadism

-advocates for

alternative counterinsurgency
strategies instead of traditional
counterterrorism strategies ->
more sustainable, closer to reality

-breaking down the movements to
understand “disaggregation”,
targeting interconnectedness of
modern terrorism, but also
recognizing the decentralized
nature of various groups (mostly
acting local and independent)

-globalization (internet
globalized the movements, created
common grievances, social media
as propaganda machine ->
common consciousness

-excellent paper
for my topic and
claims

-how to make
CVE/PVE
strategies
sustainable, what
needs to be
considered

Hasan, Harith, and
Kheder Khaddour

"The transformation
of the Iraqi-Syrian
Border: From a
national to a regional

-Regime Change in Iraq

-Prime Minister Maliki’s
consolidation of power

-overview on
political
developments,
power dynamics,
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frontier." (2020).

-Iraqi security forces exposed:
they do want to maintain political
control and suppress opposition

-Shift from imposed democracy
to new authoritarian rule

and the state of
democracy in Iraq
after the regime
change.

Hasan, Harith, and
Kheder Khaddour.

The Making of the
Kurdish Frontier:
Power, Conflict, and
Governance in the
Iraqi-Syrian
Borderlands.

(2021)

-geopolitical challenges and
internal Kurdish conflicts
(between Kurdistan Worker’s
Party (PKK) and the KRG) in the
Northern Iraqi-Syrian Border
Region

-Control over crucial border
crossings by the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)
and the Autonomous
Administration of North and East
Syria in contrast to official Syrian
and Iraqi government (kurdish
kurdish border crossings)

-Sinjar Region Dynamics

-focus on
evolving nature
of the Iraqi-
Syrian border
region

-long term
complications of
the border region

-only related to
my topic when
understanding the
Kurdish dynamic
and collaboration

Gerges, Fawaz A.

“ISIS: a history”
(2017)

ISIS origins, and their capability
to establish themselves in post
war Iraq (due to power vacuum /
state collapse) -

> from Al Qaeda to ISIS, how
knowledge was transferred,
leadership defected

-what else fueled the rise of
ISIS?

> Suppression of Arab Spring
movements by regimes

> announcement of the caliphate
>globalization of the movement
(global reach)

The book
examines
ideological and
geopolitical
factors that led to
the rise of ISIS

-good for
explaining the
dangerous power
vacuum after
state collapse in
Iraq

-why wrongful
intervention
harms
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How to address root causes and
find solutions?

> suppression, coercion,
dictatorship, poverty

About Ahrar al-Sham, a radical/ | Good paper in
Steinberg, Guido “Ahrar al-Sham: The | militant Salafist group (involved | terms of
Syrian Taliban". in Syrian conflict) understanding
(2016) >later shift to moderate Islamist extremist
group, willing to participate in streamlines in the
talks and protect the rights of region
religious minorities.
Collabortated with ISIS and Al- -understanding
Nusra Front extremist
movements and
Good paper in terms of development over
understanding extremist time
streamlines in the region
Paper about
>Arab Spring and
>Islamic state
>Geneva talks (resolution for
Syrian cicil war)
Tripp, Charles A History of Iraq -Overthrow of Saddam -addresses the
(2014) Hussein's Regime Kurdish question

-struggle for:
e law and order
e power by various groups
e democratic efforts

-the shadow state dynamic is
discussed

-Shia vision for Iraq

(autonomy for
independent
Kurdistan?)

-uncertainty
about Iraq’s
future: potential
interference by
outside powers ?

-excellent source
for display of

complex political
landscape in Iraq

-less for my
papers
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Samet, Yiice

Understanding Iraq’s
Persistent Domestic
Instability: A Revisit
to the 2003 Iraq War
and the Effect of the
US Foreign Policy
(2022)

-2003 US-led Invasion of Iraq

-CPA, then Maliki

-Shiite-Sunni Divisions and Iran

-ISIS and Power Vacuum
created by the US

-US Foreign Policy and its failed
intervention/ failed
democratization efforts

Somewhat helpful

Use for power
vacuum argument
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APPENDIX III
READINGS ON LIVELIHOOD

Author + short bio Title Key concepts Conclusion
(author/me)
Anderson, Kara "“Cubs of the - recruitment of child | -great source to

-Drake University

Caliphate’: The
Systematic Recruitment,
Training, and Use of
Children in the Islamic

State." (2016)

soldiers (Syria, Iraq)
-Categorization and
use of children into
armed groups
-formation process of
ISIS/ISIL

understand how
extremism is
being planted
within society
-understanding
nature of coercion
-understanding
highly organized
ISIS

Bloom, Mia

“Constructing expertise:
Terrorist recruitment
and “talent spotting”
(2017)

-Recruitement
strategies of Al Qaeda,
ISIS, IRA with
emphasis on evolution
over time

- complexity of
recruitment (specific
roles according to
skills)

- counterterrorism
strategies
(understanding
patterns, recognizing
risk of vulnerable
populations)

- for clarifictation
of risk for
vulnerable
populations

- important
insight on what to
consider in terms
of CVE
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COAR

Center For Operational
Analysis And Research
-political risk and
development consultancy
-implementation of
humanitarian and
development projects in
complex and conflict-
affected environments.

Various “thematic
reports””’

-Northeast Syria Social
Tensions And Stability
Monitoring Pilot Project
(2021

-Syria In 2022: New Aid
Approaches For An
Evolving Crisis (2022)
-other information on
webpage

-Arab Tribes'
Struggle for
Autonomy

-IS Insurgency/ The
Islamic State (IS)
remains a significant
factor for insecurity in
northeast Syria
-Challenges faced by
Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF)
-Mediation and
Resistance in Deir-ez-
Zor:

-Wartime and Post-

-good example in
terms of Data
Collection
Methodology

- can be helpful to
make anargument
in the realm of
livelihood

Conflict Syria Project:
Albakri, Tareq Z., and "How to improve -Sustainability and “Education as a
Rabih Shibli sustainability: the stability in peace lifeline” delves
critical role of education | building efforts into the topic of
for Syrian -connected to giving vulnerable
refugees." Development | Sustainable people dignity,
in Practice 29.5 (2019) | Development Goal 4 purpose and hope

(SDG4)

-case study “Ghata
schools” in Lebanon
-Education as a lifeline
-livelihood

-> |ess risk of
recruitment by
political parties or
Islamist
movments

- less connected
to what I research

Krueger, Alan B., and Jitka
Maleckova.

"Education, poverty,
political violence and
terrorism: Is there a
causal connection?"
(2002)

-Poverty linked to
terrorism
(correlations)

-Education linked to
terrorism

-Terrorist organizations
structure and
recruitment

paper about
counter terrorism
strategies

-study is
pessimistic about
reducing
international
terrorism only by
fighting poverty
-it also
emphasizing the
role of religious
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schools in
promoting
extremism

Abu-Lughod, Lila. "Zones of Theory in the | -Women’s life in the - Good example
Anthropology of the Arab world of how to conduct
Arab World -Anthropological ethnography
(1989) study of Islam -great guidance
--Abu-Lughod explores | for methodology
the historical
connections between
anthropology and
colonialism
Mcloughlin, Claire. "Sustainable livelihoods | -Refugee livelihood -Development
for refugees in programming studies report

protracted crises."
(2017).

-job creation for youth
and adults

-empowerment
through good
practices

-not so helpful as
not by local but
the international
community
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