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JCE has introduced a new series called GRADE Notes.
This commentary concerning these GRADE Notes is an
official communication from JCE and the GRADE Guid-
ance Group, the 12 individuals who act on behalf of the
GRADE Working Group. The GRADE Working Group
publishes official guidance articles and concept articles
related to GRADE. GRADE guidance articles (previous
called GRADE Guidelines) [1] typically include "how to
use GRADE" information supplemented with examples.
GRADE concept articles discuss concepts (e.g., new ways
of defining certainty of evidence) that may not have been
piloted on examples and that may not necessarily result in
GRADE guidance. However, GRADE concept articles are
intended to further develop an area relevant to assessing
the certainty in evidence and/or supporting recommenda-
tions. These articles explicitly discuss the concept that re-
lates to GRADE and how it relates to existing GRADE
domains, criteria, and guidance. Several GRADE concept
articles have been published and the JCE recently began a
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new numbering system to separate Guidance from Concept
articles. [2] GRADE Guidance and Concept articles have
been formally approved by the GRADE Working Group af-
ter a process of drafting articles, presentations at GRADE
Working Group meetings, revisions and voting by mem-
bers of the GRADE Working Group. 

The articles in the new GRADE Notes series on the
other hand will provide GRADE users with a space to dis-
cuss practical issues and experiences using GRADE. These
articles will offer insights into GRADE’s practical appli-
cation and they may or may not lead to GRADE guidance
or concept articles. 

JCE and the GRADE Guidance Group felt this series
was needed. Despite the extensive guidance and concept
articles, GRADE users do encounter gaps of guidance or
concepts that require makeshift or ad hoc solutions not
yet addressed by the GRADE Working Group to cover
potentially unchartered territory of assessing evidence and
developing recommendations. 

In contrast to GRADE guidance and concept articles,
going forward, GRADE Notes do not represent officially
approved or published GRADE working group articles.
These short articles will present ideas that provide possible
solutions for rating the certainty of evidence or strength of
recommendations. GRADE notes may describe useful case
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Table 1. JCE GRADE series and article types 

Series and article types Brief description GRADE Working 
Group approved 

GRADE Guidance paper 
series 

Series articles that provide guidance about how to apply and use GRADE (previously called 
GRADE Guidelines). 

Yes 

GRADE Concept paper 
series 

Series articles that discuss concepts to further develop an area relevant to assessing the 
certainty in evidence and/or supporting recommendations. These articles explicitly discuss 
the concept that relates to GRADE and how it relates to existing GRADE domains, criteria, 
and guidance but these concepts are not ready for guidance. Validation of concepts may 
result in later GRADE guidance. 

Yes 

GRADE Notes series Series articles that describe helpful case studies about aspects that may not be sufficiently 
covered by GRADE guidance or concepts and highlight if they differ from established. 
Ideally, these articles will be submitted by the broader community of GRADE users. 

No 

Other GRADE papers Other research or review articles that are about GRADE. These articles have not undergone 
any formal review by the GRADE Working Group. 

No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

studies illustrating the use of GRADE in uncommon or
challenging situations and describe which aspects may not
be sufficiently covered by GRADE guidance or concepts,
or criticisms where there is a perceived failure of GRADE
guidance. We hope these articles will create discussion,
innovation, and teaching moments. 

Pigott et al. published the first article in the GRADE
Notes series discussing GRADE stakeholders’ survey and
their preference for the terminology to rate down the cer-
tainty of evidence by three levels in the GRADE ap-
proach. [3] That article is an example of when a suggestion
addressing a methodological gap became official GRADE
guidance after presentation of the work at a GRADE Work-
ing Group meeting based on official approval by its mem-
bers, a step required to produce official GRADE guidance
and concept articles. In the current issue, Mustafa et al. dis-
cuss a method of developing evidence-based recommenda-
tions when published direct evidence was lacking using an
expert evidence approach. [4] They frame their discussion
using a case example. In a guideline panel, several ques-
tions were identified where the evidence synthesis team
was unable to identify published direct or indirect evi-
dence. In this absence of evidence, a survey was devel-
oped to ask the panel members about their case series and
anecdotal observations. In the end, the panel was able to
consider this added evidence when they formulated a rec-
ommendation. The limitations and strengths of using the
evidence provided from the survey are discussed. This ap-
proach will require further evaluation before it would be-
come a GRADE concept or guidance. 

While these first two examples include long term
GRADE Working Group members, authors of GRADE
Notes will not necessarily be members or leaders of
GRADE. Ideally, they will be from the broader community
of GRADE users. Authors of GRADE notes should state
if the content is at odds with accepted GRADE guidance.
GRADE Notes series articles will be short (no more than
1,200 words long) and provide concise examples of what
was done or suggested and state clearly that they are not
official GRADE articles. These articles will also undergo
peer review. JCE will keep GRADE notes together on its
website. If you have an idea for an article for this new
series, please contact the JCE editorial office [add email].
Finally, JCE continues to publish GRADE related articles
that are not falling into any of the prior three categories
and are spontaneous, full research or other articles that
focus on GRADE. These articles are also not endorsed
by the GRADE Working Group and, thus, do not repre-
sent official articles, although they may be (co)authored
by GRADE Working Group members. Table 1 includes an
overview of GRADE-related papers. 
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