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FOREWORD
David Thomas

Volume 12 of Christian-Muslim relations. A bibliographical history
(CMR 12) is one of the three that cover the history of relations between
followers of the two faiths, as represented in original written sources,
through the 18" century. It includes works from the Ottoman and Safavid
Empires, including the Arab world, and also Armenia and Georgia; South
Asia, South East Asia, China and Japan; and sub-Saharan Africa and the
Americas. They were nearly all written by authors who called themselves
Christians or Muslims, and they cast light on religious attitudes towards
the other faith in the period 1700-1800, and also on social and political
relations as these were motivated by religious differences. They show that,
in parts of the world where relations stretched back centuries, prejudices
that had been known from much earlier times had often become so
ingrained that the presumption the other was wrong, wicked and morally
corrupt went largely unchallenged. Whether it was European visitors to
Istanbul or missionaries to Isfahan, Japanese authors recording Jesuit
opinions about Islam or Malay rulers negotiating with Dutch traders, the
attitude that the other is inferior because they are in error is immediately
obvious or lies just beneath the surface. The one substantial exception is
North America, where the dark attitudes inherited from Europe gave way
as the century moved on to hints of regard for Muslims as fellow-believers.

The overall intention of the CMR series is to provide full accounts of all
the known works written by Christians and Muslims about one another
and against one another in all parts of the world in the period 600-1914. As
in earlier volumes, here the editors have been generously helped by new
and established scholars, who have written at length (sometimes at great
length) and in detail, and have endured repeated editorial questions about
their entries to produce a compilation that reflects the latest research and
in some instances takes it forward.

Like its predecessors, CMR 12 starts with introductory essays at the
beginning of each of its three sections. These treat details of the political,
cultural and religious situation in the 18th-century world in which the
works on Christian-Muslim relations were written. Following these come
the entries that make up the bulk of the volume. The basic criterion has
been to choose works written substantially about or against the other
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faith, or containing significant information or judgements that cast
light on attitudes of one faith towards the other. By their very nature,
apologetic and polemical works are included, while letters, religious
treatises and works of travel and history also usually qualify. Everything
has been included that is thought to contribute in any substantial way
towards building the impressions about the other that were harboured by
the followers of the two faiths.

This principle criterion is easily applicable in many cases, though it
proves difficult in a significant number of instances. The approach has
therefore been inclusive, especially regarding works that may contain
only slight though insightful details, or only appear to touch obliquely
on relations. Another criterion is that inclusion of works within this
volume, like its predecessors, has been decided according to the date of
their author’s death, not the date when the works themselves appeared.
The adoption of this approach has led to evident anomalies at either end,
where authors were mainly or almost entirely active in one century but
died at the beginning of the next. Although this may seem arbitrary, in
most instances so would the choice of any other criterion.

Each entry is divided into two main parts. The first is concerned with
the author, and it contains basic biographical details, an account of their
main intellectual activities and writings, the major primary sources of
information about them, and the latest scholarly works on them. A small
number of entries are concerned with clusters of authors or works on
the same theme, in which case they are situated in their place and time
as appropriate. Without aiming to be exhaustive in historical detail or
scholarly study, this biographical section contains enough information
to enable readers to pursue further points about the authors and their
general activities.

The second part of the entry is concerned with the works of the
author that are specifically devoted to the other faith. Here the aim is
completeness. A work is named and dated (where possible), and then
in two important sections its contents are described and its significance
in the history of Christian-Muslim relations is appraised, including its
influence on later works. There follow sections listing publication details
(manuscripts where known, and then editions and translations) and
studies from roughly the middle of the 20" century onwards. Both these
sections are intended to be fully up to date at the time of going to press.

With this coverage, CMR 12 provides information to enable a work to be
identified, its importance appreciated, and editions and studies located.
Each work is also placed as far as is possible together with other works from
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the same region written at the same time, though this grouping should be
regarded as more a matter of organisational convenience than anything
else. Proximity between entries is definitely not an indication of any
necessary direct relationship between the works they analyse, let alone
influence between them (though this may sometimes be discernible). In
this period it is as likely that an author would be influenced by a work
written hundreds of miles away or hundreds of years before as by another
from their immediate locality or time.

The composition of CMR 12 has involved numerous contributors, who
have readily and often enthusiastically agreed to write entries. Under
the direction of David Thomas, the work for this volume was led by
John Chesworth (Research Officer), Emma Loghin (Research Associate),
Sinéad Cussen (Project Assistant), all in the Birmingham office, Lejla
Demiri and Claire Norton (Ottoman Empire), Reza Pourjavady (Persian
Empire), Umar Ryad (Muslim Arabic works), Carsten Walbiner (Christian
Arabic works), Alan Guenther and Charles Ramsey (South Asia), and
Douglas Pratt and Peter G. Riddell (East Asia and South East Asia), Jaco
Beyers (Southern and Eastern Africa), Karoline Cook (South America),
Martha Frederiks (West Africa), and David D. Grafton (North America).
These are members of a much larger team that comprises 25 specialists
in total, covering all parts of the world. Many other scholars from various
countries devoted their energy and time to identifying relevant material
in their specialist areas, finding contributors and sharing their expertise.
Without their help and interest, the task of assembling the material in this
volume would have been totally impossible. Among many others, special
gratitude goes to Isaac Donoso, Maka Elbakidze, Solomon Gebreyes,
R.A. Leo, Andreu Martinez, James Harry Morris, and Joseph Moukarzel.
In addition, Carol Rowe copy edited the entire volume, Phyllis Chesworth
compiled the indexes, Louise Bouglass prepared the maps, and Alex
Mallett provided links with the staff editors at Brill. The CMR team are
deeply indebted to everyone who has contributed to bringing this volume
into being.

The project is funded by a grant made by the Arts and Humanities
Research Council of Great Britain, and this is acknowledged with gratitude.

Extensive efforts have been made to ensure the information in the
volume is both accurate and complete, though in a project that crosses as
many geographical and disciplinary boundaries as this it would be both
presumptuous to claim that these have succeeded and also unrealistic.
Details (hopefully only minor) must have been overlooked, and authors
and works ignored. Furthermore, new historical works may have come to
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light, new dates and interpretations been put forward, and new editions,
translations and studies published. Therefore, corrections, additions and
updates are warmly invited. They will be incorporated into the online
version of CMR, and into any further editions. Please send details of these
to David Thomas at d.r.thomas.a@bham.ac.uk.
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Introduction: the Ottoman and Persian
Empires in the 1&entury

Umar Ryad

The 18 century witnessed tremendous political, military, social, eco
nomic, cultural and religious changes, which a fected Christian-Muslim
relations in the Ottoman Empire and in other Persian- and Arabic-speaking
regions of the Islamic world. Historians of pre-modern Muslim societ
ies still argue whether the t@ntury really marked the beginnings of
‘revivalist’ ideas in the Muslim woillde call to reform Islam emanated
from the fact that Muslim scholars wanted to get back to the ‘golden’
Islamic past, instead of totally embracing what they saw as the ‘unclear’
future of the European path.

Military and politics

Seven Ottoman sultans reigned in the course of tkatl®y: Mustafa Il
(1664-1703; r. 1695-17A8pned Il (1673-1736; r. 1703-30), Mahmud |
(1696-1754; r. 1730-54); Osman Il (1699-1757; r. 1754-7); Mustafa Il (1717-
73; r. 1757-73); Abdilhamid | (1725-89; r. 1773-89) and Selim Il (1761-1808;
r. 1789-1807).

By the late 17century, the Ottomans had been overcome by the
Habsburg Empire. The Treaty of Karlowitz in 1699 con rmed the rights
of Catholic Christians in Ottoman territories. This gave the Habsburg
Emperor Leopold | (r. 1658-1705), the Holy Roman Emperor, a pretext to
intervene to protect them, with the consequence that Catholics in the

B. Haykel,Revival and reform in early modern Islam. The legacy of Muhammad
al-ShawkaniCambridge, 2003; J.O. Voll and N. Levtzidaigets3nth-century renewal
and reform in IslarByracuse NY, 1987; J.O. Voll, ‘Wahhabism and Mahdism. Alternative
styles of Islamic renewalsgb Studies Quartefly1982) 110-26; J.O. Voll, ‘Foundations
for renewal and reform. Islamic movements in the eighteenth and nineteenth cen
turies’, in J.L. Esposito (&thg Oxford history of Isidfew York, 1999, 509-49; J. Voll,
‘Muammad ayy al-Sind and Muammad ibn Abd al-Wahh b. An analysis of an
intellectual group in eighteenth-century Mad&®DAS8 (1975) 32-9.

R.A. Abou-El-Haj, ‘The narcissism of Mustafa Il (1695-1703). A psychohistorical
study’ Studia Islamic0 (1974) 115-31.
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Ottoman Empire were given security and ourished. France also gained
more political bene t because of this new provision.

After Mustafa Il was deposed in 1703, Ahmed IlI established good
relations with France and Sweden. In 1710, he sided with Charles Xl
of Sweden (r. 1697-1718) against Russia in the Battle of Prut, though tt
Ottomans did not achieve a great victory because the sultan’s attention
was diverted by the Safavid invasion of the Ottoman Bmpisetime
the Ottomans were also defeated in the Austro-Turkish War in 1716-18.

In 1722, Safavid rule in Persia ended. The last Safavid monarch wa
Sul n usayn (r. 1694-1722), deposed after a major revolt among the
Afghan army due to his intolerant religious policy. Both the Ottomans
and the Russians tried to take advantage of the ensuing chaos, leading t
the Russo-Persian War (172m3)724, the Ottomans signed the Treaty
of Constantinople with the Russian Empire, by which parts of Iran were
divided between themThe Safavid dynasty was replaced in 1736 by
N dir Shah (r. 1736-47) and the Afsh rid dynasty. The new shah set him
self to retrieve Iran’s territorial integrity.

After his ascent to the throne, N dir Shah met the head of the Arme
nian Church, the Catholicos Abraham of Crete. The Armenian commu
nity found themselves caught between the Persians and Ottomans with
no political power of their own. On 13 June 1735, N dir went to visit the
Catholicos in his monastery at Echmiadzin. Instead of welcoming N dir
in person, the Catholicos sent a deputy to meet him a day later, which
N dir took as an insult. The Catholicos went to N dir's camp to beg his
pardon, and because the Catholicos was a foreigner who did not know
Persian royal customs N dir forgave him and gave him a velvet mantle
embellished with gold and trimmed with fur. In order to relieve-the bur
dens of persecution that Armenians had su fered in the earlier era of
Sul n usayn, N dir decreed that Armenians who converted to Islam
would lose their rights of inheritance.

H.J. Sharkew history of Muslims, Christians, and Jews in the Mi@tienBadge,
2017, p. 96.

V. AksanQttoman wars, 1700-1870. An empire, dsiegeoh, 2014, pp. 90-8.

Aksan,Ottoman wargp. 100-2.

M. Atkin, Russia and Iran, 1780-MiABeapolis MN, 1980.

W.B. Fisher and P. Avery (efikg Cambridge history of,Iral. 7, Cambridge,
1968, p. 320; R. MattRetsia in crisis. Safavid decline and the fall of lsfatian,
2012.

M. Axworthy,The sword of Persia. Nader Shah, from tribal warrior to conquering
tyrant London, 2010.

Axworthy, Sword of Persja 150; G. Bournoutian, ‘Abraham IIl, Kreta@$MR12,
380-5.
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The collapse of Safavid rule in 1722 meant that both Armenia and
Georgia came under external pressure. The Ottomans occupied large
parts of Armenia, whilst under Peter the Great (r. 1682-1725) Russia
increased its in uence on the Georgian kingdoms. Various Georgian rul
ers, Archeil I, Vakht'ang VI, T‘'eimuraz Il and Erekle, developed close ties
with Russia, and the treaty of Georgievsk in 1783 between Erekle and
Catherine the Great (r. 1762-96) nally led to Georgia’s annexation by
Russia in 1801.

In the early years of the I&ntury, Georgia enjoyed a cultural
revival, with Vakht'ang VI (r. 1716-24) acting as governor of Kearteli then
later as king. With the assistance of the renowned author Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani, Vakh‘tang promoted the publication and circulation of
Georgian literature. Vakht'ang was the last Georgian king to be forcibly
converted to Islam by Persian rulers. He later recanted and was deposed
in 1724, going into exile in Russia with his court. This included his son
Vakhushti Bagration whd3escription of the kingdom of Geoogia
lated the chronicles of Georgian history using a prose narrative style.

The writings of church leaders such as Besarion Orbelishvili, Catholi
cos Anton and Timote Gabashvili, served to remind Georgians of their
Christian identity and the su fering they had experienced through the
centuries from Ottoman and Persian oppression.

In the last third of the 1&entury, the Ottoman empire became
involved in two major wars: the rst against Russia (1768-74) and the sec
ond against a coalition of Russia and Austria (1787-92). Despite the fact
that the Ottomans generally outnumbered their enemies on the battle-

eld, the use of new technology and methods of warfare by Russia and
Austria made the Ottoman Empire su fer great territorial and political
losses. However, Mahmud | cultivated good relations with the Mughal

« For these authors, see N. Kharebava, ‘King Archeil’; N. Mrevlishvili, ‘King Vakht'ang VI’;
and S. Metreveli, ‘T‘eimuraz ICMR12, 315-18; 344-9; 373-9.

See |. Natsvlishvili, ‘Sulkhan Saba Orbeli@iViRh2, 330-42.

See A. Letodiani, ‘Vakhushti Bagratio®@MiR12, 391-5.

For these authors, see E. Chikvaidze, ‘Besarion Orbelishvili’; N. Gonjilashvili,
‘Timote Gabashvili’; and G. Kuchukhidze, ‘Catholicos An@MR1id, 354-62; 405-10;
417-22.

A. Levy, ‘Military reform and the problem of centralization in the Ottoman Empire
in the eighteenth centuryfiddle Eastern Studi®s(1982) 227-49, pp. 234-5; C. Tuck, ‘“All
innovation leads to hell re”. Military reform and the Ottoman Empire in the eighteenth
century'Journal of Strategic Stu8ie€008) 467-502.
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Emperor Muhammad Shah (r. 1719-48) in the Ottoman-Persian War
(1743-6). In his brief reign between 1754-7, Osman lll, who came to
power when he was already 55 years old, did not launch any major wars
Fire and epidemic plagues hit Istanbul in his time.

Mustafa Il tried to foster the prosperity of Istanbul and established
a rm nancial policy in the empire. By establishing strong ties with the
Prussian Emperor Frederick the Great (r. 1740-86), he recruited his o
cers in Germany and exchanged diplomats with Prussia for the rst time.
In the Russo-Turkish War (1768-74), the Ottomans lost, which enabled
the Russian army to occupy the Crimea, Romania and parts of Bulgaria.
However, with the assistance of the French o cer Francois Baron de
Tott (1733-93), the Ottoman artillery corps was modernised, and the
Naval Engineering School was established in 1773.

Due to the increasing military con icts with the Russian Empire in
the 18 century, Ottoman sultans were keen on consolidating their dip
lomatic relations and political alliances with Western powers, as well
as on collecting information on Western military technology. In this
century, we see a drastic change in Ottoman perceptions of the West,
and Ottoman ambassadors were dispatched to Europe. For example, ar
embassy was sent to Paris in 1720-1 under the leadership of Yirmiseki
Celebi Mehmed Efendi. His mission was ostensibly to inform the French
that the Ottoman state wanted them to repair the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, but his actual aim was ‘to visit fortresses and
factories, and to make a thorough study of means of civilization and
education, and report on those suitable for application in the Ottoman
Empire’.

During the following reign of Abdilhamid | (r. 1773-89), the Russians
tried to pro t from their victory and intervened in the Ottoman Empire
on behalf of the Orthodox Christians. However, Abdiilhamid made other
attempts to reform the Empire’s army and created the Imperial Naval

Naimur Rahman Faroodilughal-Ottoman relations. A study of political and dip
lomatic relations between Mughal India and the Ottoman Empire,idiB6-1988,
pp. 78-80.

M. Kia, The Ottoman Empire. A historical encyclopadta Barbara CA, 2017,
vol. 2, p. 149.

S.A. SomeHlistorical dictionary of the Ottoman Enhginham MD, 2003, p. 203;
V. Aksan, ‘The one-eyed ghting the blind: Mobilization, supply, and command in the
Russo-Turkish War of 1768-17tethational History Revitsv(1993) 221-38; V. Aksan,
‘Breaking the spell of the Baron de Tott. Reframing the question of military reform in the
Ottoman empire, 1760-183@rnational History Revi2d(2002) 253-77.

F.M. Gocelast encounters West. France and the Ottoman Empire in the eighteenth
century Oxford, 1987, p. 4.
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Engineering School. This served as the direct motive for the- establish
ment of a School of Naval Engineering in 1773 and the launching of a
new phase of extensive western-inspired military reform which lasted
throughout his reign.

Selim Il (r. 1789-1807) came to power at a time of severe peril to the
empire. In his wars against the Russians, he tried to create a new European-
style army with modern tactics and weapons. In 1792, the Peace of Jassy
had been concluded, which brought the war between the Ottoman
Empire and Russia to an end and ceded the Crimean Khanatesto Russia.
Selim wanted to stay out of the European political con icts that arose
in the wake of the French Revolution. His desire for neutrality stemmed
from his wish to have time in which to implement his plans for military
reform. Instead of exerting e forts to reform the old military organisation,
he focused on establishing a new army under the supervision of Euro
pean technical experts and on manufacturing modern arms and ammu
nition. This reform was part of SelimNiZam-i cedihew order) in
the Ottoman State.

Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli nominally belonged to the Ottoman Empire.

In the 18 century, these three regions frequently acted jointly towards

the European powers. For example, they signed new treaties with Holland

in 1703 and 1704. From 1706 to 1712, a Dutch squadron was permanently
dispatched to the western Mediterranean due to the war with France.

In 1735, an envoy from Tripoli visited the Low Countries, although his
negotiations did not lead to any new treaty. From 1755 to 1757, the Dutch
Republic had military confrontations with Algiers.

In the 18 century, Moroccan diplomatic relations with Europe were
not only based on religious sentiments, but were also shaped by political
stances. Slavery continued to be one of the thorny issues in-these rela
tions. Sultan Sayyidi Muhammad ibn Abdallah of Morocco had ambi
tious plans to ransom Moroccan slaves in Europe. By 1782, the diplomat
Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Miknasi was sent by the Moroccan sultan as

Levy, ‘Military reform and the problem of centralization’, pp. 234-5.

« K. Hitchens, ‘Great powers, small powers. Wallachia and Georgia confrent the East
ern Question, 1768-1802’, in I. Biliarsky, O. Cristea and A. OrovdanB##ids)s and
Caucasus. Parallel processes on the opposite sides of thhl®iaasteapon Tyne,

2012, 12-28.

See S.J. Shaw, ‘The origins of Ottoman military reform. The Nizam-i Cedid army
of Sultan Selim IIThe Journal of Modern His3@ry1965) 291-306; B. BaSetm, 111,
social control and policing in Istanbul at the end of the eighteenBetesduryrisis
and orderLeiden, 2014; T. Naf, ‘Reform and the conduct of Ottoman diplomacy in the
reign of Selim 11, 1789-180uinal of the American Oriental S88i€1963) 295-315.
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his special envoy to Spain, Malta and Naples to negotiate the ransoming
of Muslim slaves, as well as to make trade agreements and peace treatie
with these countries.

The tulip period, the printing press and co fee houses

Ahmed III's reign is famous for his political, social and literary reforms
and tulip mania in the empire. The period between 1718-30 is still remem
bered in Ottoman history as the Tulip PeriddJeoDevriuring which

the empire witnessed peace, stability and a greater inclination towards
Europe. It is also seen as ‘a transcultural sign and luxury commodity’,
when the Ottomans nurtured great interest in raising tulips. Ahmed estab
lished a ‘secular fete’ under the name of the ‘Tulip fete to amuse courtiers
and others, and to impress the world by displaying his magni cence’.
For this, the Sa‘dabad (‘Abode of Happiness’) complex, the site contain
ing palaces, gardens and canals at Sweet Waters of Europe in Constant
nople, was constructed under the in uence of the French in imitation of
Versailles and Fontainebleau, which Mehmed Efendi had already visited
during his embassyGrowing tulips was a common interest among the
Ottoman elite. For example, the Grand Admiral Mustafa Pa a registered
44 kinds of tulips he himself had cross-bred. Damad Ibrahim Pa a, his
father-in-law, created six new types of tulips.

The most important technological result of Mehmed Efendi’'s embassy
to Paris was his establishment of the Ottoman printing press around
1726 with the assistance of the Hungarian convert to Islam, -brahim
Muteferrika. Mehmed Said Efendi, son of the Ottoman ambassador, and
Yirmisekiz Celebi Mehmed Efendi were given permission to establish the

T. Freller, ‘*“The shining of the moon”. The Mediterranean tour of Muhammad ibn

Uthm n, envoy of Morocco, in 178Rirnal of Mediterranean StutiZe§2002) 307-26;
N. Matar, ‘Europe through eighteenth-century MoroccaAlgydsurnal of Compara
tive Poetic6 (2006) 200-19. See Doaa Baumi, ‘Waz r al-Ghad’i iat ahavaz r f

iftik k al-as 'y inCMR12, 56-9.

D. Sajdi, ‘Decline, its discontents and Ottoman cultural history. By way of introduc
tion’, in D. Sajdi (edQftoman tulips, Ottoman colfeasure and lifestyle in the eight
eenth centuryondon, 2007, 1-40, p. 33.

Gocek,East encounters West46. See J. Carswell, ‘From the tulip to the rose’, in
T. Naf and R. Owen (e88)dies in eighteenth-century Islamic hBtocago IL, 1977,
328-35.

Gocek,East encounters Wesf75.

Gocek,East encounters WestL30.

See L. Demiri and S. Ince, ‘-brahim Miteferri€iRh2, 154-62.
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rst press entrusted to print books in Turkish in the Ottoman Empire.
They aimed at advancing science and education, as well as supplying
books for students that were more accurate than the manuscripts of cal
ligraphers. Before this year, Jewish, Greek and Armenian printers in Con
stantinople had already been printing books in their native languages
and their presence certainly contributed to the success of the Ottoman
printing press. In Europe, with the advance of Arabic studies, presses
had already started printing religious books in Arabic script in the
16 century for religious, trade and political purposes. In 1706, the

rst book in Arabic script printed in the Ottoman Empire, a Bible, had
appeared in Aleppo.

The Sublime Porte did not allow Muslims to print texts in Arabic
characters before the 1720s. This delay is mostly related to the resistance
of religious conservatism because of worries about the impurity of ink,
possible misprints and the involvement of non-Muslims, especially in
printing the Qur'an. Also, a large number of calligraphers, book guilds
and scribes had feared for the loss of their professions. However, the
Ottomanulam began gradually to appreciate the enormous bene t of
printing in the Muslim educational and scholarly elds. On the other
side, scholars of al-Azhar issued fatwas against printing religious books,
particularly the Qur'an. These remained active till late in the reign of
Muhammad Ali (1805-48).

In order to overcome the opposition to printing, -brahim Muteferrika
composed a treatise for Sultan Ahmed Ill on the advantages of the estab
lishment of printing presses and their function in spreading knowledge.
He also emphasised the potential for great pro ts and lower prices.
Ahmed III himself was personally interested in collecting books. From an
anonymous French account, we know that his collection contained ‘very
unusual books, in all kinds of languages, handwritten, and in particular
one hundred and twenty volumes of Constantine the Great, each one

Gocek,East encounters Wegt 80-1.
Gocek,East encounters Westl13.
* M. Ghaly, ‘The interplay of technology and sacredness in Islam. Discussions of

Muslim scholars on printing the Qur&tudies in Ethics, Law, and Techri@ilbgy
(2009) 1-24. See also, M.W. Albin, ‘Early Arabic printing. A catalogue dflattitudes’,
scripts of the Middle Ea$1990-1) 114-22; Seyfettin Erashin, ‘The Ottoman ulema and the
reforms of Mahmud Hamdard Islamici&2 (1999) 10-40; F. Robinson, ‘Technology and
religious change. Islam and the impact of ptodern Asian Studizs (1993) 229-51.
Cf. N. Hannén praise of books. A cultural history of Cairo’s middle class, sixteenth to the
eighteenth centutyew York, 2003.

Gocek,East encounters WestL13.
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two arm spans high and about three hand spans wide, made of parch
ment so ne that it resembled silk, written in letters of gold and covered
in gilded silver, with precious stones of an inestimable price and contain
ing the Old and New Testament and other histories and Lives of Saints’.

Co fee houses were also established in the same era. As tulip garden:
were the meeting places of the elite, the poor and middle-classes made
their gatherings in co fee houses. In 1730, a popular revolt led by Patron:
Halil, a Janissary co fee shop owner, erupted and led to the abdication of
the sultan and the destruction of the palace of Sa‘dabad, and the removal
of high-ranking o cials. This revolt re ected a sense of resentment
among the lower social classes towards the luxurious life styles which
the elites cultivated in their tulip fantasies.

The Wahlb movement and Ottoman control in Arabia

In the 18 century, the Ottomans started gradually to lose their control
on Arabia due to the emergence of the rst Saudi state (or Emirate of
al-Dir iyya) around the region of Riyadh in 1744. Prince Mu ammad ibn
Sa €d (d. 1765) and the revivalist Muslim scholar Mu ammad ibn Abd
al-Wahh b (1702-92¥ormed an alliance by which the ‘ruler’ and the
‘religious scholar’ agreed to bring Muslims of the Peninsula back to what
they saw as the ‘true’ principles of Islam.

As the Wahh b religious mission replaced the scholastic traditions
in Arabia, many Arabianlam left their homes in Najd for southern
Irag, where they urged the Ottonudéam to launch a propaganda war
against the Wahh b doctrine. Wahh b religious scholars attempted to
discourage Muslims from travelling to Ottoman lands, whose inhabitants
they deemed ‘idolaters’.

Gocek,East encounters WestL08.

See Ali Caksu, ‘Janissary co fee houses in late eighteenth-century Istanbul’, in
Sajdi (ed.Pttoman tulips, Ottoman cp 18&-32; R.W. Olson ‘The esnaf and the Patrona
Halil rebellion of 1730. A realignment in Ottoman politasgl of the Economic and
Social History of the Orien(1974) 329-44; R.W. Obersiege of Mosul and Ottoman-
Persian relations 1718-Rlo&8nington IN, 1975; R.W. Olson, ‘Jews, Janissaries, esnaf and
the revolt of 1740 in Istanbul. Social upheaval and political realignment in the Ottoman
Empire’Journal of the Economic and Social History of t2€ Qiréstit) 185-207.

See R.A. Leo, ‘Mu ammad ibn Abd al-Wahh®MRL2, 214-20.

D. Commins,The Wahhabi mission and Saudi Arabireon, 2009, p. 3; Cf.

W. Ochsenwald, ‘Ottoman Arabia and the holy Hijaz, 19b6vh@1&f Global Initia
tives. Policy, Pedagogy, Perspgext{2616) Article 3; https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.
edu/jgi/vol10/iss1/3.
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For Ibn Abd al-Wahh b, Arabia under the protection of the Otto
mans was not purely Islamic because of the ‘un-Islamic’ Su shrines.
In his view, the Holy Cities of Mecca and Medina and the Islam of the
Ottomans were corrupt and had to be puri ed, even by the use of raids
and violence.

By the 1780s and 1790s, Sa €d rule expanded over al-Hasa and ij z.
Ibn Abd al-Wahh b died in 1792, leaving behind an enormous mark on
many fundamentalist trends in Islam. His legacy made a major contri
bution to the expansion of the Sa€d State in the following centuries.
He and his followers denied the legitimacy of Ottoman rule, which had
to be replaced with their own reformed Islamic regime. By the late
18 century, the Ottoman sultans increasingly articulated their role
as caliph and protector of Muslims everywh&esides Ibn Abd
al-Wahh b’s movement, the d@&ntury had known other Muslim reviv
alist religious gures who started to rethink Islamic ideas within the
realms oijitih d andtaqgld

Traders and missionaries

Italian, French, Dutch and English merchants had already been active
in the Levant in the I&&ntury. Before the end of the dehtury, ‘the

French and English had eclipsed all others, and the rivalry of these two
for markets constitutes the main part of the history of Turkey’s-commer
cial relations by sea with Europe for the next hundred ydavever,

the French managed to maintain their trade with the Ottoman Empire,
which rapidly grew in the second and third quarters of tenii@ys

Other factors for the success of French trade were at play, especially
the superiority and cheapness of cloth they sold in the Levant. This all

A. VassilievThe history of Saudi AraNiew York, 2013, p. 147.

D. QuataertThe Ottoman Empire, 1700d&2bridge, 2005, p. 51.

R. Peters|djtih d andtagl din 18 and 19 century IslamDie Welt des Islag®
(1980) 131-45. Cf. Kh. ElI-Rouayheb, ‘Was there a revival of logical studies in eighteenth-
century EgyptDie Welt des Isladfs (2005) 1-19; M. Hiskett, ‘An Islamic tradition of
reform in the western Sudan from the sixteenth to the eighteenth BSOARDS
(1962) 577-96.

R. DavisAleppo and Devonshire Sqianglish traders in the Levant in the eigh
teenth century-ondon, 1967, pp. 26-7. See also C.M. [hwlBwitish in the Levant.
Trade and perceptions of the Ottoman Empire in the eighteeritbrogony3010.

* Davis,Aleppo and Devonshire Sqpa28.



12

enabled the French to increase their sales, taking the lion’s share of the
Levant market.

As French merchants in Istanbul increased in humber, they consid
ered themselves a ‘nation’ along the lines of the Qndledespite
the non-recognition of the Ottoman authorifié®y introduced an
assembly with elected o cers, and made their own rules for settling
disputes between its members. This non-o cial body continued to be
important ‘throughout the eighteenth century and began to challenge
the authority of the Marseille Chamber of Commerce for actual control
of French economic a fairs in Ottoman lands’.

The French played an instrumental role in bringing the Austro-
Turkish war to an end in 1739. In turn, Sultan Mahmud I's government
rewarded them in 1740 by a renewal of their Capitulations in-the Otto
man territories. These rights included the right of the French to protect
Catholic pilgrims to the Holy Land, and for all Catholic bishops and
religious, regardless of national origin, to be represented by the French
ambassador.

Within the framework of Ottoman political and trade agreements
with European powers, especially with France, Catholic missionaries
appeared in numbers with the aim of persuading many Christians of the
Islamic world to change their denomination, and probably their political
allegiances as wellln the 18 century, only a few Protestant €hris
tians came to the Ottoman Empire, mainly the rst Protestant Moravian
missionaries, who were active in Constantinople (1740), Romania (1740)
Persia (1747-50) and Egypt (1768-73).

Catholic missions functioned on a larger scale in tbenti@y. As
new Catholic churches and communities were coming into being in the
Ottoman Empire, the Greek and Armenian patriarchs in Istanbul reacted
by requesting the Ottoman authorities to introduce more centralisation
of authority by means of the establishment of the Armenian and Greek
Orthodoxmilles under ‘the sultan’s writ'.

Davis,Aleppo and Devonshire SgpaR0.

C.A. FrazeeCatholics and sultans. The church and the OttomaflE&®:1r923
Cambridge, 1983, p. 154.

Frazee Catholics and sultaps155.

SharkeyHistory of Muslims, Christians, andpleds

L.L. Vander Wer €hristian mission to Muslims. The Record: Anglican and Reformed
approaches in India and the Near East, 1,890utl98&sadena CA, 1977, p. 100.

B. Masters, ‘Christians in a changing world’, in S.N. Farodhigedambridge
history of Turkeyol. 3The later Ottoman Empire, 16Q3=a83%idge, 2006, pp. 272-82,
as quoted in Sharkelystory of Muslims, Christians, andpleds
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