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ABSTRACT

How to better study youth in ways that can capture their complex subjectiv-
ities? While qualitative methodologies succeed rather well at unpacking youth'’s
holistic selfhoods, quantitative tools are often more rigid at apprehending their
multifaceted lives. Some tools such as multiple correspondence analysis do
allow for a more nuanced and thorough understanding, and are particularly
opportune in contexts where the studied group is heterogeneous in terms of
social class and sectarian origin — such as the Lebanese case. Building on these
attempts at quantitatively measuring youth’s multidimensional attributes, this
paper analyzes a survey of Lebanese youth conducted in 2015 within the
framework of the Power2Youth (P2Y) study to generate an intricate reading
of young people, using the k-means clustering method. We use this technique
to generate five youth groups: i) potential migrants, ii) secular youth, iii) school-
to-job youth, iv) conservative students, and v) maturing youth. The paper
discusses how each cluster relates to politics and religiosity, as well as to
views on women's roles and rights, highlighting the high variability within
and across clusters. We conclude with reflections on how the clustering method
may be useful to furthering research agendas and quantitative methodologies
examining youth's attitudes to political change in post-colonial contexts.

KEYWORDS Youth; youth attitudes; clustering; quantitative methods; political change; Lebanon

1. Introduction

Youth have been extensively studied, yet our understanding of youth still
does not capture well their contribution to the shaping of the social and
political spheres. Youth are often portrayed as passive agents, digital natives,
with little interest in politics. Yet, many youth are at the forefront of protests
and marches in many cities and towns across the world. How to better study
youth in ways that can capture their complex subjectivities? While qualitative
methodologies succeed rather well at unpacking their holistic selfhoods,
quantitative tools are often more rigid at apprehending youth’s multifaceted
lives. Sociologists have experimented with various measures in that respect,
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but it is still unclear which factor structures account for variations in compo-
nents of identification (Cameron, 2004). Some authors have been using
multiple correspondence analysis to show how youth operate across various
forms of social capital, ethnic or religious belonging, and class. Teney and
Hanquinet (2012) used multidimensional and relational techniques on
a survey of Belgian youth to demonstrate how the association of religiosity
with specific types of political participation increases within a particular
ethnic minority of youth. The multiple correspondence analysis provides
a robust understanding of the fundamental mechanisms behind social capital
and political participation of youth in Brussels. It reveals that social capital and
political participation are not linearly connected, meaning that high political
participation does not automatically suggest diversified social capital. Such
tools of analysis allow for a more nuanced and thorough understanding,
which is particularly opportune in contexts where the studied group is
heterogeneous in terms of social class and religious origin.

Building on such attempts at quantitatively measuring youth’s multidi-
mensional attributes, this paper analyzes a survey of Lebanese youth con-
ducted within the framework of the P2Y study to generate an intricate
reading of young people, using the k-means clustering method. As of 2011,
youth activism in Lebanon became more anti-sectarian with a series of
protests openly challenging the corrupt political system. In summer 2015,
activist groups starting organizing to protest the garbage crisis. Referred to as
al-Hirak (movement in Arabic), more and more people starting mobilizing
against the government, calling out its corruption and its ineptness. Quickly
and violently repressed by the police, al-Hirak progressively ceased its action,
also due to internal disagreements. However, the movement enabled acti-
vists to gain confidence in further organizing. In subsequent years, indepen-
dent activists ran for municipal and parliamentary elections in 2016 and 2018.
They did not win seats but the nature and scale of oppositional politics was
transformed to become more substantive and grounded (Harb, 2018)—as
demonstrated in the unprecedent uprisings of October 17, 2019 that were
put to a sudden halt by the Covid19 pandemic that hit Lebanon in March
2020. The P2Y survey for Lebanon thus included an additional question about
supporting al-Hirak as a proxy for evaluating young people’s propensity for
oppositional politics, and thus potential for political change. This claim is
based on an understanding of political participation as active engagement
through manifest and formal means, in line with the P2Y survey, although the
authors are aware this may exclude participants who may choose to
disengage.’

Lebanese youth represent a compelling study group as their multidimen-
sional characteristics are compounded by their unstable and precarious con-
text, which enables sub-group allegiances at the expense of larger group
identification (Joseph, 2004). They are also a young population who has both
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a high propensity to mobilize in sectarian mainstream politics (C. Harb, 2010,
p. 14) as well as in oppositional politics (Clark & Salloukh, 2013). As such,
understanding in quantitative terms how various groups of youth relate to
politics and religion is a worthy research investigation to undertake as it
provides scholars and policy-makers with a more rigorous reading of
Lebanese youth, that showcases the variations in their specific attributes,
and thus enables more informed policy-making.

The paper is subdivided in three sections. We begin discussing conceptua-
lizations of youth in the literature, followed by an overview of youth policies
and politics in Lebanon. We then present the clustering process we adopted,
and examine five youth clusters we identified, highlighting their multidimen-
sional attributes. We named each cluster according to the dominant char-
acteristics in each group: i) potential migrants, ii) secular youth, iii) school-to-
job youth, iv) conservative students, and v) maturing youth. We investigate
how each cluster relates to politics and religiosity, as well as to views on
women'’s roles and rights. The paper concludes with reflections on how the
clustering method may be useful to furthering research agendas and quanti-
tative methodologies examining youth'’s attitudes to political change in post-
colonial contexts.

2. Youth conceptualizations

Youth has often been defined in relation to age groupings (e.g. 15-29 years-
old), especially for statistical and comparative purposes, as well as linearly as
a transitional period to adulthood (Paciello & Pioppi, 2014). Young people are
described as a ‘generation in waiting’ to become full adults, struggling with
securing jobs, getting married and starting families (Yousef & Dhillon, 2009).
Young people are thus implicitly assumed to be passively waiting for
resources and opportunities. This conceptualization largely limits a more
thorough understanding of youth. A range of discourses and policy frame-
works has been advanced to analyse youth in more complex ways. Referring
to issues of demographics (youth numbers are increasing, cf. the youth
‘bulge’) and economics (too many youth are unemployed, youth are
a ‘burden’), these approaches often construct youth as a ‘problem,” and/or
as a ‘threat’ to domestic stability (Murphy, 2018). The ‘solution’ to the youth
‘problem’ is frequently to provide them with education, and then with jobs,
so they can become productive market forces in society, or what has been
more recently referred to as innovative entrepreneurs. Additionally, youth are
increasingly associated with being millennials, and stigmatized as ‘digital
natives’ determined by personal online networks (Bauerlein, 2008). In that
framing, they are instrumentalized for commercial exploitation, and their
democratic potential is undermined (Serazio, 2015).
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Within these frames, youth are characterized as apathetic and disengaged
from politics. In Europe, the UK, Canada and the US, the low levels of youth’s
participation in elections have been analysed as an indicator of young peo-
ple’s disbelief in their ‘ability to influence a political agenda’ (Buckingham,
2000; Furlong & Cartmel, 2007; O'Neill, 2001). In the MENA region, analysts
highlight the propensity of a section of youth to be radicalized by political
Islam (Assaad and Roudi-Fahimi 2009; Catusse & Destremau, 2016; Paciello &
Pioppi, 2014).

Paradoxically, the protests and uprisings that unfolded across the world
following the 2008 global economic crisis were very much analysed as youth-
led. Analysts discussed how young people appeared ‘in a revolting state of
mind ... taking the lead [in a] sweeping wave of dissent ... pushing the
boundaries ... [and] engaging with politics in new and forceful ways'
(Mclntyre, 2012). That representation of youth as a revolutionary subject is
not new, as Sukarieh and Tannock argue (Sukarieh & Tannock, 2015), and has
a ‘long history of portraying youth as rebellious, revolutionary, utopian and
idealistic.” Some observers also warn of this revolt as an ‘imminent threat of
a global youth upheaval’ and ‘a generational conflict’ (Amara, 2012; Tapscott,
2011, both cited in Sukarieh & Tannock, 2015).

As such, youth conceptualizations often emphasize a few dimensions of
youth at the expense of others, insufficiently accounting for the intertwining
of characteristics that shape a young person’s complex life, at a certain
moment and place. These readings lead to a rather homogenizing represen-
tation of youth that reduces their rich and dynamic subjectivities that cannot
be reduced to few variables. Indeed, as Paciello and Pioppi (2014) argue,
while these conceptualizations provide useful insights for studying youth,
they also treat youth ‘more as objects than agents of social and political
reform’ (Herrera, 2009, p. 369). Alongside Herrera and Bayat (2010, p. 7), we
will hence frame our work within a relational and intersectional conceptua-
lization of youth as a largely diversified group whereby their ideas, attitudes,
practices, and experiences differ across a range of variables such as class,
gender, sexuality, religion, sect, education, and geography, and according to
varying situations of power, especially to adult authorities (Yentirk et al.,
2008, p. 12).

This relational and intersectional understanding of youth is further com-
plicated in contexts of post-colonial and postwar states where national
identity is (re)shaped and (re)produced through contestation and violence.
Indeed, in such situations, youth’s sense of larger group allegiance and
belonging is weakened at the expense of more parochial sub-group identi-
ties — associated to family, religion or sect, and political patron (Joseph, 2004).
Religion or sect particularly becomes a critical element of social identification
and community construction. Similarly to Lebanon, in Northern Ireland,
sectarian identities are thrust upon people since birth, and determine many
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aspects of their lives throughout, with little room for negotiation (Mitchell,
2008). Such identifications also vary according to time, space, and stake. In
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Pratto et al. (2017) explain that ethnic identification
is the most salient when topics concerning history or politics are discussed,
while religious identity is exacerbated during religious events, and national
identity intensifies when one travels.

Our use of identity here is aligned on a conceptualization of identities as
multiple, fluid and context-dependent, especially among youth (Rattansi &
Phoenix,2005: 121, as cited in Coté, 2009). Recognizing youth’s agency is key
to this framing, whereby young people are understood as having the poten-
tial ‘to direct their own development by anchoring their self-identity’ rela-
tively to the saliency of their contexts (Coté, 2009). Accordingly, identity
needs to be understood as a ‘[dynamic, evolving,] cyclical and iterative
process of construction and deconstruction ... constituted via interactions
between a person and the society and culture,” and hence should be referred
to in the plural as ‘identities’ (Lewis, 2016).

3. Narratives of/on Lebanese youth?

Categories and problems on youth in Lebanon are constructed according to
two main discourses, one by policy actors and the other by scholars and
experts. The Lebanese government does not prioritize youth in its public
policies. In 2011, the Ministry of Youth and Sports developed a national
youth policy. A critical reading of the document reveals that this is not really
a 'youth policy’ per se, but rather a generic wish list of a range of policy
issues that ought to be addressed. It very much seems that the contents of
the document were intentionally diluted under very general terms to main-
tain consensus among the authors of the ‘policy.’ Indeed, what remains
from the Youth Advocacy Process and the Youth Forum that grouped 36
different NGOs is a small group of at most a dozen NGOs, and all the youth
wings of the political parties. The policy-led discourse on Lebanese youth
predominantly focuses on two main issues: youth unemployment and
youth migration. Other issues are sometimes addressed, such as education
and entrepreneurship. Meanwhile, salient issues relevant to youth such as
job creation, income inequality, knowledge production, gender discrimina-
tion, civil rights, political rights, rights to public space and leisure are
conspicuously absent from policy debates, and hence from public policy-
making.

The main sectarian groups that constitute the Lebanese political system
seem to agree that youth matters are better taken care of within their own
structures: their political parties, their foundations and their NGOs. Picard has
shown how all militias captured public and private resources during the civil
war to self-enrich, finance their operations, and redistribute monies to their
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constituencies (Picard, 1999). Given the postwar Ta'if agreement redistributed
power allegiances in what has been termed a ‘troika’ (Hudson, 1999), con-
solidating the constitutional liberties of each sect to take care of its own
group, it comes as no surprise that all the major sectarian political groups in
Lebanon have their own ‘youth wings,” which are organizations targeting
youth, socializing them through sports, leisure and cultural events, and
ultimately mobilizing them into their partisan structure. There are, unfortu-
nately, no contemporary scholarly work on party politics in Lebanon except
on Hizballah — which enlightens us on their party’s operations with regard to
youth groups, and sectarian politics more generally (Harb 2010; Le Thomas,
2012). In addition to agreeing on the key role they give to sectarian politics,
political elites profess that family and kin should also manage youth. And,
given that family affairs in Lebanon are structurally linked to religious affairs
(Joseph, 2004), both family and religious authorities have a major role to play
in youth socialization, and hence mobilization, directly or indirectly through
norms, values and attitudes (for Shiite youth, see Deeb, 2006). In addition,
personal status laws discriminate between the rights of men and women, as
well as rights of adults and minors (Mikdashi, 2013).

Paradoxically, although public policy largely ignores youth or, at best,
minimizes their role as active agents of social and political change,
Lebanese youth are portrayed as a ‘problem’ or a ‘burden’ in relation to
their unemployment and their emigration desires, which generate a ‘brain
drain.” The Lebanese youth who leave are portrayed as the ‘lost generation,’
the lost hope of a golden future for Lebanon, and those who stay behind
represent a group who is stigmatized, looked down upon, and feared. These
are also gendered into single young men characterized by low-level educa-
tion and low skills, who are unemployable, with a propensity to become
radicalized or a social burden; and into single young women, who will marry
late or not at all, and become spinsters — again a social burden on society.

Across the four policy sectors of economics and migration, family and
personal status laws, and spatial planning, a large proportion of youth in
Lebanon is actively excluded from the economic, political, social and urban
spheres. Nizar Saghieh points to three main consequences that youth face
due to these structural constraints: first, youth are strictly framed in relation to
their sectarian belonging; second, their ability - especially women - to
organize their everyday lives is largely inhibited; third, people who do not
fit the perceived ‘normal’ frame (who are queer, transsexuals, homosexuals,
illegal children, offspring of Lebanese women and foreigners, and all those
outside the 18 recognized sectarian groups) are largely excluded from society
(UNESCO, 2012). In other words, he shows how legal texts governing the
private and public lives of youth in Lebanon are hetero-normative, gender-
biased and sectarian-based, curbing norms and practices that do not fit to
this framework (UNESCO, 2012). Thus, the public policy understanding of
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Lebanese youth is dominated by a generic and normative understanding
focused on issues of youth unemployment, and emigration.

Hence, this is the macro-picture of youth in Lebanon. Youth are depoliti-
cized persons, passive agents, unworthy of being seen and heard, unless they
contribute to concrete problem-solving and capacity-building initiatives,
generically packaged as non-political and non-sectarian, where they provide
potentially successful entrepreneurship projects to business incubators. They
are also welcome to migrate, and to demonstrate how the Lebanese is
successful abroad, while sending remittances back home.

As we discussed elsewhere (Harb, 2016), the academic understanding of
Lebanese youth provides a more substantive, holistic, and critical under-
standing of youth exclusion, albeit with a significant fragmentation across
academic disciplines and languages. Indeed, academic knowledge produc-
tion on Lebanese youth is mainly produced in the English and French
languages, with few sources in Arabic. The English and French sources on
youth are more diverse in the themes they address, including analysis based
on economics, psychology, health, sociology, anthropology, and politics. As
expected, sources in different languages seldom cite each other. Even within
the same language, there is compartmentalization within each discipline, and
scholars in one discipline are often unaware of findings in another. Sources
are quite differentiated methodologically and conceptually in close associa-
tion to the discipline of their author(s). Academic studies can also be distin-
guished according to three methodological approaches, differentiated on the
basis of discipline. First, scholars of economics and psychology (as well as
some sociologists) investigate youth through quantitative tools, yielding
a macro-level understanding of youth issues: they measure unemployment,
education and migration rates, proposing indicators and costs; they evaluate
values and assess related impacts on belonging; and they calculate participa-
tion in media (for instance: Chaaban & Khoury, 2015; C. Harb, 2010; Kawar &
Tzannatos, 2013). Second, political scientists, sociologists and anthropologists
studying youth sometimes use both quantitative and qualitative methods,
conducive to meso- and micro-levels of youth analysis: they work on youth-
led civil society organizations, youth’s agency in participating in public life
(online and political), and youth’s negotiations of norms and practices (for
instance: Clark & Zahar, 2015; Fakhoury, 2016; Hachem-Stephan & Charara-
Baydoun, 2010). Third, public health researchers adopt a policy-oriented
approach to analysis of youth’s practices, mixing quantitative and qualitative
methods, conducive to policy recommendations: they examine youth’s (par-
ticularly adolescents’) relation to drugs, alcohol and sexuality, and to mental
health, well-being and happiness - focusing on school and university stu-
dents rather than ‘youth’ (El-Kak, 2013; Karam et al., 2004).

In sum, this overview of narratives on Lebanese youth - be it policy- or
scholarly- produced - underscores how they tend to reify some variables over



MEDITERRANEAN POLITICS e 377

others. Lebanese youth are most often examined through sectarian, geo-
graphic, and education attributes, at the expense of a holistic reading that
would, for instance, intersect these variables with class, gender, or religiosity,
and generate a more intellectually productive reading of youth’s attributes.
Scholarly works that provide such complex narratives interestingly do not use
‘youth’ as an exclusive conceptual category, but intersect it with other
analytical constructs. Such authors thus show how age is one variable
through which subjectivities are constructed, among many others including
religiosity and morality (Deeb & Harb, 2013a; Le Thomas, 2012), geography
(Deeb & Harb, 2013b; Lefort, 2020), sports (Reiche, 2011), leisure and culture
(Deeb & Harb, 2013a; Bonnefoy & Catusse, 2013), or music (Nassar, 2010).

Generally, narratives that succeed at doing so often privilege a qualitative
lens, while quantitative studies remain more homogenizing in their analysis
of youth. In what follows, we take up the challenge of providing an intersec-
tional and multidimensional reading of youth's attributes using the results of
the P2Y quantitative survey.

4, A multidimensional quantitative reading of Lebanese youth
4.1. Sample overview

The P2Y questionnaire was made by FAFO, and fielded by Information
International in Lebanon from 12 January to 5 February 2016.2 It interrogated
1,000 people based on a national sample equally divided into males (50.2%)
and females (49.8%). These were proportional to the number of all registered
voters in each Lebanese governorate. These were then divided to 26
Lebanese districts. In every neighbourhood, households were selected on
a random sampling method through taking the buildings’ number as the
starting point of departure. Participants were Lebanese between 18 and
29 years old, meaning they were born between the late 1980s and late
1990s.” The survey population’s mean age is 23.4 while the median respon-
dent is 23 years old.” A quarter of the youth are married. Those married tend
to be female, and between 25 and 29 years old. Three quarters of the
respondents live in urban areas. Around 70% of the youth come from middle-
class families whose economic situation is average compared to national
standards.® The sample is diverse in terms of religious sects: 27% are Sunni,
27% Shiite, 22% Maronite, 17% Christian minorities, and 6% Muslim mino-
rities. While less than 5% of Lebanon’s youth identify as very religious, nearly
60% identify as religious but not very religious. Females tend to be more
religious than males. Over 75% of Shiite youth are religious, as opposed to
around 60% of Sunnis, slightly over 40% of Maronites, and around 50% of
Christian minorities. Muslim minorities are the least likely to be religious.
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Around 56% of the respondents are not enrolled in any form of education:
one third of them have already obtained a university degree, while another
quarter decided to stop after high school. The main reasons why youth are
not enrolled in school are because they have achieved the highest degree
desired, the immediate need to work (males), and marriage (females). Of the
44% still enrolled in some form of education, the majority are aged 22 and
below. Around 57% of them attend private institutions, while 41% receive
public education.

During the previous 12 months, only 38% of the respondents had a job.
Those who had a job mostly worked in the private sector, or on their own
account. On average, they worked 47 hours per week. The majority earned
between 450 USD and 1,250 USD. Nonetheless, three quarters of the youth
said they are satisfied with the money they make. Having higher education
correlates with higher economic satisfaction, while youth who live in low-
income households are mostly dissatisfied with their earnings. Around 62% of
the respondents did not have a job over the past 12 months. However, many
of these are not in the labour force due to being a student, housewife or
pregnant, or having family restrictions. Unemployment is common among
fresh university graduates: 32% of university graduates aged 22 to 26 are
currently unemployed, and actively looking for a job. One in every five of
Lebanon’s youth is likely to migrate in the coming 5 years to seek work, or
permanent residence. This involves over a third of males. Potential migrants
tend to be in the 18-23 years-old age segment, and do not hold a college
degree, at least at the time of the survey.

Around 60% of the youth own a PC or laptop, while over 90% own
a smartphone. Youth who are 18-23 years-old have a higher ownership
rate than those who are 24-29. College educated youth and those with
middle and high income are more likely to own a computer or smartphone.
Being religious reduces the likelihood of owning one of these devices.

We selected specific questions from the questionnaire to explore further,
and cross-tabbed them with a series of variables (age, gender, economic
situation, sect, urban/rural, religiosity, education). Once the cross-tabs were
generated, we identified for each question the variables with statistical sig-
nificance. Among working youth, one third are the main provider in their
household. The main provider in a household tends to be a male aged
between 24 and 29. There is an adverse correlation between household
economic situation and being a main provider: youth in low-income house-
holds seem to face more pressure to become the main provider than their
better-off counterparts. Overall, over 80% of the youth are satisfied with their
life as a whole. Individuals from average and above-average income house-
holds are much more likely to be satisfied than those who live in low-income
households.
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Only one out of every ten is a member of an organization, be it religious,
political, communal or professional. Likelihood of organization membership is
higher for males, and for youth aged 18-23. The great majority of youth never
participated in a group of people to solve a problem or ‘do good’ in local
community. The few who participated were mostly male. Those who have not
finished college education were also more likely to have participated in
community work. Almost 70% of the youth lack interest in politics. Male,
older, and college-educated youth are slightly more interested. A young
person’s sect is a major determinant of their interest in politics: over 40% of
Shiite youth, as opposed to around 20% of Sunni and Christian minority youth
are interested in politics. Nonetheless, about 40% of Lebanon’s youth sym-
pathize with the 2015 protest movement, al-Hirak. Sympathy is higher among
rural, religious, and low-income youth. Muslim Sunni youth are the least
sympathetic with the movement among Lebanon’s major sects. Among
youth who were eligible to vote in the last national elections (2009), half
opted to vote. Religious youth seem to have been more enthusiastic about
voting than non-religious ones.

Yet, despite low political participation rates, three quarters of the youth
believe that young people are active in political life. Being in the 18-23 years-
old age segment and living in a rural area slightly increases the likelihood of
this belief. Muslim minority (mainly Druze) youth more firmly agree than
youth of other sects, particularly Sunni youth. Less than a fifth of Lebanon’s
youth are satisfied with the way the country is governed. Religious youth,
particularly Shiites, have a higher satisfaction rate. Youth who live in average-
income households are significantly more likely to be satisfied than those
who are either above or below average income. Over four fifths of the youth
think that politicians do not pay enough attention to issues of relevance to
youth. Non-religious, high-income youth are more likely to trust politicians on
the subject matter. Muslim youth are also highly trusting, especially com-
pared to their Christian counterparts.

4.2. Five youth clusters: A diversity of beliefs and attitudes

The descriptive analysis of Lebanese youth reveals a complex lot, who think
very differently according to a wide range of intersecting variables, leading to
diverse perceptions and attitudes. To verify this, we constructed clusters from
the data to identify more specifically the various ways Lebanese youth may
be grouped. To do so, we employed the k-means clustering method to
generate the clusters. This process of clustering implies that each cluster’s
member is closer to his/her cluster’s centre average than to that of any other
cluster.’

Observing data variations in our earlier findings, the following seven
variables were used to segment the data:i) age group (18-23 and 24-29), ii)
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current enrolment in school or university (yes or no), iii) marriage status
(married or not married), iv) religiosity (religious or not religious), v) participa-
tion in political action (yes or no),2 vi) belief in equal divorce rights for women
(yes or no), and vii) likelihood to migrate for work or permanent residence
within the coming 5 years (yes or no). Gender was not used in the clustering
to avoid skewing clusters segments towards gender separation. This way,
gender separation only appears if it exists due to other criteria. The same
applies for income and sect.

When categorized by each of these seven attributes, youth were relatively
more divided in terms of their opinions and attitudes, than when categorized
by other attributes. In other words, these attributes act as sort of dividing lines.
Some are demographic (age, sex and marriage), some are social (education,
religiosity, gender views), and others are behavioural (willingness to migrate,
political activity).® There were other demographic, social and behavioural vari-
ables that did not seem to affect youth’s opinions and attitudes as much, and
were therefore not used in the segmentation process. Accordingly, the optimal
number of clusters found was five. Trying for additional clusters yielded a high
degree of repetition between at least two clusters.In what follows, we describe
how each cluster differs from the other, and highlight the profile of its members
as well as their attitudes towards politics, women'’s rights, and religiosity.

In Table 1, we have identified five youth clusters that were labelled
according to their dominant characteristic - namely age, religion, schooling,
and migration.

The combination of religion and migration as characterizing factors
allowed us to distinguish clusters A and B. While the former are less religious
and willing to migrate (A), the latter are non-religious and none wishes to
leave the country. To this effect, we labelled cluster A as ‘potential migrants,’
and cluster B as ‘secular youth.’

Religion and schooling were the characterizing factors that enabled us to
identify clusters C and D. The k-clustering method revealed that, within the

Table 1. Share and characteristics of the five youth clusters.
A. Potential B. Secular C. School D. Conservative E. Maturing Total

Migrants Youth to Job Students Youth Sample
Share of the overall 18% 24% 8% 16% 34% 100%
youth group
Average age 21.3 217 21.4 20.4 26.9 23.2
Student 70% 69% 0% 100% 1% 46%
Married 1% 2% 27% 0% 68% 26%
Religious 55% 0% 97% 100% 78% 60%
Willing to migrate 100% 0% 14% 0% 9% 23%
Participated in 32% 12% 17% 22% 12% 18%
political action
Women and men 87% 89% 70% 86% 71% 81%

should have equal
divorce rights
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younger age bracket, respondents are largely split based on how religious
they are. Indeed, 97% of cluster C, and 100% of cluster D consider themselves
religious. In contrast, only 55% of cluster A and none of cluster B members
feel they are religious. Differences are not related to religiosity only, and we
can find further variations within each younger group related to schooling.
Within the highly religious groups, two contrasting profiles emerge. In cluster
D, 100% of the members are students enrolled in school or university,
whereas none of the members in cluster C are students. The latter, for the
most part, have joined the labour force early on, with or without getting
a high school degree. As such, there is no relationship between being
religious and going to school, or getting a degree. We thus named cluster
C as the ‘school to job’ youth, and cluster D as the ‘conservative students’
(where conservative relates to religiously conservative).

Finally, age allowed us to distinguish a cluster who is distinctively older
with an average age of 26.9 compared to all other clusters where the average
age ranges between 20.4 and 21.7: we refer to this cluster as the ‘maturing
youth’ (cluster E).

The five youth clusters are not equal in size. While the ‘maturing youth’
constitute one third of the youth in the sample, the remaining two thirds are
divided in the following way: 24% of ‘secular youth,’ 18% of ‘potential
migrants,” 16% of ‘conservative students,” and 8% of ‘school-to-job.” Based
on this clustering, we examined, for each group, social and political attitudes,
as well as socio-economic profiles.

Potential migrants (cluster A) form 18% of the youth, and are
a predominantly single males cluster (80%). Around 70% of the youth in
this group are students, with an average age of 21.3 (70% study, while 28%
work). They share the desire to leave the country within five years to seek
work, or permanent residence abroad. Their household’s economic situation
is said to be average (69%), and 19% report it as high. This is a cluster
distinguished by the highest political participation rate among all (32%).

Unlike the other four groups, secular youth (cluster B) is almost equally
divided between male and female, 54% and 46%, respectively. Although their
members come from different confessions, they are less likely to be Shiites,
and more likely to be Maronites. They are the most vocal advocates of equal
pay rights as well as inheritance and divorce rights between men and women.
Although their views are associated with secularism, they are less interested
in politics than potential migrants, as well as the sample’s average. As
expected, 95% of them believe that religion is a private matter, and should
be separated from public and political life, while 94% think that mosques and
churches should not be used to influence people’s opinions about political
matters.

Younger and non-religious youth of clusters A (potential migrants) and
B (secular youth) hold some similar socio-economic characteristics. They are
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both single, students, with a similar distribution of household income. They
differ, though, in their confessional composition, as 23% of potential migrants
include Maronites compared to 34% in the secular group. The two groups
hold different views with regards to two key issues: one, while 55% of
potential migrants are religious, none is so in the secular group; two, while
50% of potential migrants sympathizes with the protest movement, only 32%
of the secular group do. This latter percentage presents an unexpected
finding: why were secular youth less sympathetic with al-Hirak warrants
further research. Several hypothesis can explain this gap: members of this
segment may be actively disengaged as per Ekman and Amnd’s typology
(Ekman & Amn3, 2012), they may feel powerless vis-a-vis their surrounding,
they may believe in slower-mode change, or the violence associated to the
protests demobilized them. This latter possibility relates well to Geha'’s ana-
lysis of al-Hirak's ‘three stages of mobilization’ (Geha, 2019, p. 79): al-Hirak
started with active protests in the summer of 2015, followed by ‘abeyance
after September 2015, and remobilization during the 2016 municipal elec-
tions. Given P2Y’s survey took place in early winter 2016 (January to
February), the lower percentages of sympathy expressed by secular youth
may well be related to this period of abeyance, where the movement had to
face ‘hostile counter-narratives and demobilization’ (Geha, 2019, pp. 82-83).

For the two religiously oriented groups - school-to-job (C) and conserva-
tive students (D) - their members are of the same age, they are predomi-
nately women (60% of the school to job, and 65% of the conservative
students group), and only 12% to 13% of their members are Maronites,
which is much lower than the other clusters. Furthermore, both groups
hold pretty much the same views with regard to the practice of religion,
which should remain a private matter and stay separated from public and
political life (81% and 88%, respectively), and to the fact that mosques and
churches should not be used to influence people (71% and 72%, respec-
tively). However, there are significant variations between the two religious
groups in terms of composition and beliefs. For one, the school-to-job group
members come from rural areas (43%), with only 6% belonging to a high
income household, while the conservative students group is urban (80%),
predominantly made up of students, single (100%), and relatively wealthy
(17%). Second, concerning political views, conservative students believe that
political participation makes a difference (73%), and sympathize with protest
movements in Lebanon (48%), compared to 57% and 38% respectively in the
school-to-job cluster. Third, they also hold different views on gender.
Conservative students are more progressive than the school-to-job group
with members, and more likely to believe that men and women should have
equal pay as well as inheritance and divorce rights.'® We use the word
‘progressive’ here knowingly, as students with a conservative view to religion,
can indeed have progressive views towards other issues, such as gender
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equality — which may differ from conservative youth elsewhere. For instance,
Deeb & Harb (2013a) have shown how pious morality combine well with
progressive views towards women'’s rights to leisure practices in the context
of South Beirut.

The maturing youth (E), who are the largest and oldest group in the
sample, are married (68%), urban (76%), and predominately composed of
women (63%). Around 44% of members are university or college graduates,
25% are high school graduates, while around 30% are dropouts who have not
finished high school. About 55% of youth in this group are employed. Their
household economic situation is very similar to the overall sample. Although
members belong to all confessional groups, Shiites have a higher representa-
tion here reaching 37%, compared to the sample’s average of 27%. In addi-
tion, maturing youth are more interested in politics, but they do not to
translate their interest into action. Although more than three quarters of
them are religious, they are not the most religious in comparison to other
youth groups. They are relatively less supportive of women'’s rights. For
instance, 69% and 71% of them agree that women and men should have
equal inheritance and divorce rights, respectively, compared to 76% and 81%
of the total sample.

Furthermore, youth in the school-to-job (C) and maturing youth (E) clus-
ters tend to be most dissatisfied with the extent to which education has
equipped them with critical and analytical skills. However, because maturing
youth members are older, and do have a higher rate of education and
employment than school-to-job members, this might indicate that the dis-
satisfaction of school-to-job youth stems from a lack of skills, whereas that of
maturing youth is likely related to issues of education quality and skill-job
match — which partially relates to the findings of Kawar and Tzannatos (2013)
about the failures of the labour supply side, as well as mismatched demand
for skills.

As detailed in Table 2, the high level of variation we have been discussing
within and across the five youth clusters demonstrates the diversity and
heterogeneity of their attitudes and beliefs, and the intersectionality of the
variables of gender, age, income, education, sect, and geography. Such multi-
dimensional variation may explain the weak political mobilization and voting
among youth in the 2018 Lebanese parliamentary elections - as it could be
associated with socio-economic and political fragmentation and dispersion,
elements that do not facilitate organizing and coalescing into durable collec-
tive action (Nicholls & Uistermark, 2017).

Following the good electoral performance of the independent municipal
campaign in the capital city, Beirut Madinati, which scored about 30% of the
local votes in 2016, and challenged traditional political parties, many youth
became galvanized and organized for the 2018 parliamentary elections.
A new proportional representation law governed these elections, enabling
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Table 2. Profile and attitudes of the five youth clusters.
A. Potential B. Secular C. School D. Conservative E. Maturing Total

Migrants Youth to Job Students Youth Sample
% male 81% 54% 40% 35% 37% 49%
% urban 71% 66% 57% 80% 76% 72%
Sectarian Composition
Sunni 34% 25% 37% 30% 26% 29%
Shiite 16% 10% 38% 41% 37% 27%
Maronite 23% 34% 13% 12% 17% 21%
Christian minorities 19% 20% 6% 12% 16% 16%
Muslim Minorities 9% 12% 6% 5% 4% 7%
Household Income
Low 11% 9% 14% 9% 11% 10%
Average 69% 73% 79% 74% 70% 72%
High 19% 18% 6% 17% 19% 17%
Political Attitudes
Believe participation 76% 67% 57% 73% 67% 69%
makes a difference
Sympathize with 50% 35% 38% 48% 34% 40%
current protest
movements
Interested in politics 32% 26% 22% 29% 33% 29%
Religious Views
Agree that religious 88% 95% 81% 88% 90% 90%
practice is
a private matter
and should be
separated from
public and political
life
Agree that mosques 86% 94% 71% 72% 83% 84%
and churches
should not be used
to influence
people’s opinions
about political
matters
Social Rights
Agree that men and 86% 95% 84% 93% 86% 89%
women should
receive equal pay
for equal work
Agree that women 76% 84% 69% 82% 69% 76%
and men should
have equal
inheritance rights
Agree that women 87% 89% 70% 86% 71% 81%

and men should
have equal divorce
rights

the hope that new political groups may be able to win and be represented in
parliament. Many independent groups mobilized across the country, and
organized into 21 electoral lists, grouping 164 candidates, out of a total of
77 lists (Harb 2019). Among those, 11 formed the largest national electoral
coalition ever in the political history of postwar Lebanon. Taking up the name
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of ‘Kulluna Watani' (The Nation is Us), the coalition fielded 66 candidates in 9
out of the 15 districts, including 19 women."" However, hopes for political
change were shattered, and the results disappointed on two levels. First, out
of the total of 597 candidates who ran for elections, including 164 indepen-
dents, only one managed to win a seat in the 128-member parliament.'?
Second, the overall turnout was lower by 4% in comparison to the 2009
parliamentary elections, and the youth who were expected to participate did
not. Indeed, a Lebanese Centre for Policy Studies (LCPS) survey on voter
turnout showed, after controlling for several individual characteristics includ-
ing gender, income, and sect, that youth were less likely to vote than their
older counterparts (Mourad & Garote Sanchez, 2019).

5. Conclusion

Taking the case of Lebanese youth, this paper has attempted to re-
conceptualize youth beyond age categorization and other quantitative
classifications that qualify youth groups in relation to variables such as
religion, class, gender, and education without intersecting them in complex
ways. Using the k-clustering method, we challenged the portrayal of youth
as a monolithic, homogeneous group, and underscored how youth’s poli-
tical, social, and religious attitudes dynamically varies across a range of
variables, rather than being rigidly confined to a few. While many qualita-
tive studies have shed light on the heterogeneity and intersectionality of
youth identities, little quantitative work has been employed to cluster
youth into groups. To this end, we used the 2015 P2Y survey results on
young people’s attitudes (equal rights for men and women), attitudes
(ideas about religion, willingness to migrate, participation in political
action), and other socio-economic questions (marital status, occupation,
and age) to group youth into categories. The five clusters that emerged
from the analysis yield three sets of implications.

First, the clustering technique supports better insights and understanding
of youth'’s political and social attitudes. Challenging the reductionist views
where youth need to be empowered to become ‘assets,” and to provide
‘hope,” rather than remaining ’‘liabilities’ and a ‘burden’ on society, this
paper demonstrates that youths have multidimensional attributes, which
are way more complex than such labels. The most obvious is that age is not
an explanatory variable. More interestingly, we identified four findings that
are worth exploring further in future research. First, even if religion is con-
firmed as a defining factor, its impact on gender rights is influenced by the
education one attains. Second, support for political mobilization does not
necessarily translate into political action. Third, young people who support
political action are also the ones who are the most willing to migrate. Fourth,
only a quarter of youth carry secular beliefs, and they also happen to be the
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ones who least participated in political action. Fifth, each of the five clusters is
made up of youth from different genders, sects, income and education levels.
In other words, none of the clusters is composed of members who are solely
from one socio-economic group, gender, or confession — adding more com-
plexity into the mapping.

Second, our findings yield important policy and programmatic implica-
tions that should be relevant to governmental bodies as well as to interna-
tional organizations working with youth. Programmes that approach youth
primarily through age are bound to fail. Policies and programmes need to
account for youth’s multidimensional socio-political categories such as the
ones we identified, and provide more informed and nuanced proposals that
can effectively address constituents if they want to be impactful. In other
words, programmes that encourage secularism towards youth whose views
are conservative are less likely to be effective, and initiatives that teach
entrepreneurship to youth who are likely to migrate are a waste of
resources. Hence, the clustering approach can act as a necessary method
for informed policy making.

Third, deconstructing youth through such a complex lens opens up ave-
nues for a more systematic, empirical understanding of youth identities.
Indeed, experimental methods can test the impact of certain treatments on
the willingness of young people to change attitudes or behaviours. Some of
us have already started building on the findings of this paper, with the aim of
understanding how youth'’s identities are constructed, how they vary across
different social contexts, and under what conditions clusters may be willing
to work together towards political change.” As such, the clustering techni-
que is a useful tool to qualify the features characterizing youth’s multidimen-
sional ideas towards politics, religion and society in post-colonial plural
contexts, and can perhaps explain why collective political action across
youth'’s clusters may be difficult to materialize, and sustain.

Notes

1. We would like to thank an anonymous reviewer for pointing out this alternative
typology of political participation, developed by Ekman and Amna (2012),
which is certainly relevant to research further in al-Hirak context, similarly to
how Onodera et al. (2018) did in their important article on forms of engagement
among Arab Mediterranean youth. Indeed, Ekman and Amna (2012, p. 292)
prompt us to acknowledge less direct and ‘latent’ forms of participation in our
studies of political participation and prospects for political change, which they
conceptualize as ‘civic engagement’ and ‘social participation.” Such forms
include voluntary work, lifestyle-related politics, as well as activities related to
personal interest and attentiveness to politics. However, such types of engage-
ments are difficult to capture through the Power2Youth quantitative survey,
which defined, perhaps too strictly, political participation through manifest and
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formal means (e.g. voting, membership, signing petitions, participating in pro-
tests, striking, etc.).

. This section draws heavily on the findings of the working paper of the first work
package of the P2Y study, authored by one of the authors (Harb, 2016).

. For more information on the survey, which was also administered in Palestine,
Morocco, Tunisia and Egypt, see N. Sika ‘Beyond the Impasse? Youth Agency in
Times of Crisis,’ this issue. FAFO’s team supervised the survey administration
with local partners across countries. FAFO's researchers were an integral part of
the P2Y team, who collectively designed the survey, over several iterations. As
such, this minimized disconnections between the survey’s research design, and
its ground implementation.

. Because of the project’s framing both conceptually and methodologically, the
survey was only administered to Lebanese youth, and as such excludes Syrian,
Palestinian, and other non-Lebanese youth residing in the country. The authors
are aware of the limitations this poses for a discussion of youth in Lebanon.

. We realize there is a contradiction between the definition of youth put forward
in the article, which states that youth is not only defined by age cohorts, and the
survey'’s definition. Evidently, this is the constraint of quantitative data collec-
tion, which requires closed-ended definitions of variables. We try to address this
limitation by integrating several survey variables in our analysis of youth.

. The questionnaire did not ask about household income but rather the overall
economic situation of the household, which is a subjective assessment by the
household itself or the respondent, i.e. this is a self-classification (as opposed to
an ‘objective’ measure such as income).

. Using the k-means clustering method, first random cluster centres are assigned.
Each point is assigned to the cluster with the nearest cluster centre using
Euclidean distance in the seven dimensions deployed here. Cluster centres
are then re-assigned through multiple iterations to minimize the sum of dis-
tances from each observation to its closest cluster centre. A cluster centre
therefore represents average characteristics of observations in its group -
young people in this case (See Table A1 in appendix).

. Participation in political action is an index variable made up of six variables that
measure whether respondents have ever taken part in any of the following
forms of political action: signing a petition, joining a boycott, attending peace-
ful demonstrations, joining strikes, online activism through Facebook or blog-
ging or other means, or participation in election campaigns. For this composite
variable, respondents were grouped into those who took part in any political
action (one or more), and those who never took part in any (See Table A2 in
appendix).

. The survey questions mostly used a Likert scale (‘strongly agree’ to ‘strongly
disagree,” and “very likely to ‘not likely at all’). For religiosity, the scale included
three choices: very religious, religious, or not religious. This may be slightly
reductionist, but the P2Y team agreed this might make it clearer and easier to
answer than with five. Perhaps for such a questionit might be even clearer and
easier to answer with three choices than with five. For the question on migra-
tion, respondents a series of questions on how likely they were to travel abroad
in the coming five years (three questions: one on each of the Middle East,
Europe, and Rest of the World). These were followed by a series of questions
about potential reasons for travel. We extracted persons who are somewhat
likely or very likely to travel to any of the three regions for the purpose of work
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10.

11.

12.

13.

or permanent residence, and created a variable for willingness to migrate. If we
were to re-design the questionnaire, perhaps it would serve us better to ask
a direct question about the likelihood to migrate for work or permanent
residence on a scale from 1 to 5. However, given the available data, we opted
to extract useful and accurate information about young individuals’ willingness
to migrate, who (as we are arguing here) seem to have rather distinct attributes.
Detailed statistics reveal that 93% of the conservative cluster agree that men
and women should receive equal pay compared to 84% in the school-to-job
cluster; 82% of the conservative students agree that men and women should
have equal inheritance rights compared to 69% of the school-to-job youngsters;
and 86% of the conservative students compared to 70% of the school-to-job
cluster agree that women and men should have equal divorce rights.

Note that existing political parties fielded the following number of candidates:
63 by the Strong Lebanon bloc (Tayyar, Maronites), 35 by the Future Movement
(Sunni), 26 by the Lebanese Forces (Maronites), 18 by Amal Movement (Shiites),
15 by Kataeb (Maronites), 14 by Hezbollah (Shii),and 7 by the Progressive
Socialist Party (Druze).

The seat was won by Paula Yacoubian, who is a famous female media anchor,
well known to the Lebanese public - revealing that people who voted for her,
selected her mostly based on familiarity with her name and face.

An ongoing research study undertaken by the Lebanese Centre for Policy
Studies and Harvard University in Lebanon and Tunisia explores if various
youth categories share a commitment to national political community, are
able to tolerate members of different groups, and investigates views on citizen-
ship, and the role of the state.
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Appendix

Using Seven Variables

To justify our choice of seven variables for the clustering exercise, we run k-means
clustering with five variables. In the below Table A, five clusters are generated using
the following five variables: i) age group (18-23 and 24-29); ii) current enrolment in
school or university (yes or no); iii) marriage status (married or not married); iv)
religiosity (religious or not religious); and v) likelihood to migrate for work or perma-
nent residence within the coming 5 years (yes or no). This model excludes two
variables: participation in political action, and belief in equal divorce rights for women.
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Table A1: Share and Characteristics of the Youth Clusters Using Five Variables
Group Group Group Group Group Total

A B C D E Sample

Share of the overall 1% 21% 9% 23%  36% 100%
youth group

Average age 22.0 223 21.2 20.6 26.8 23.2
Student 48% 73% 0% 100% 1% 46%
Married 7% 2% 2% 1% 66% 26%
Religious 15% 0% 61% 100%  87% 60%
Willing to migrate 100% 0% 0% 34% 10% 23%
Participated in political action 26% 10% 17%  28% 13% 18%
Women and men should have equal 82% 85% 77% 87% 74% 81%

divorce rights

The clusters generated using five clustering variables are overall similar to those
generated using the model used in the paper (with seven clustering variables), with one
main difference: the migrants group is smaller, it is less religious, and includes relatively
fewer students, while conservative students are more willing to migrate and have the
highest rate of political participation.

Using Five Clusters

To illustrate further our reasoning for setting the number of clusters K=5, we ran a
second model with six clusters, which yielded a high degree of repetition between at
least two clusters. We show this in Table B below.

In the six-clusters model, two of the groups (6E and 6D) share common characteristics.
Individuals in both groups belong to the same age range, and have similar likelihood of
migration, and political participation rate. They also seem to have a fairly similar marriage
and religiosity rates. Group 6E, however, differs from group 6D in that the members of the
latter do not agree that women and men should have equal divorce rights. It seems that
imposing on the algorithm a sixth cluster has led to the creation of a sub-group that is
similar to 6D, except for the divorce rights variable, which is one of the clustering variables.
Although it is possible to consider this sub-group a standalone group, we believe that it
does not hold enough distinction to merit one. Generating more than six clusters results in
further sub-groups that have fairly similar characteristics to one of the existing groups.

Table A2: Share and Characteristics of Clusters Generated Using Six Groups

Group Group Group Group Group Group Total
6A 6B 6C 6D 6E 6F  Sample

Share of the overall 5% 23% 11% 26% 7% 27% 100%
youth group
Average age 25.6 20.5 26.7 20.7 20.5 26.6 23.2
Student 4% 88% 2% 80%  52% 2% 46%
Married 16% 1% 51% 0% 8% 67% 26%
Religious 21% 0% 0% 100% 75% 100%  60%
Willing to migrate 100%  18% 0% 32%  35%  10% 23%
Participated in political action 33% 15% 19% 22% 27% 10% 18%

Women and men should have equal 86% 93% 82%  100% 0% 73% 81%
divorce rights




	Abstract
	1. Introduction
	2. Youth conceptualizations
	3. Narratives of/on Lebanese youth<xref rid="EN0002"><sup>2</sup></xref>
	4. Amultidimensional quantitative reading of Lebanese youth
	4.1. Sample overview
	4.2. Five youth clusters: Adiversity of beliefs and attitudes

	5. Conclusion
	Notes
	Acknowledgments
	Disclosure statement
	Funding
	References
	Appendix Using Seven Variables
	Using Five Clusters



