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The Digital Skills Training program enhanced opportunities for employability in growing online markets, 
developed interpersonal skills, and increased social cohesion among refugees and vulnerable Lebanese youth. 

05 . Digital Skills Training (DST):
Building Youth Resilience in Protracted Crises

2016 - 2021
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Testimonials
05. DST

Hussein Fares
DST alumnus

Being enrolled in this program gave me the 
push to step forward. I was anxious, 
hopeless, and desperate. After many 
attempts to continue my education, the 
digital skills training was what I needed in 
terms of linguistic and digital knowledge.

Doha Akkari
DST alumna

Learning Python through DST was pivotal 
for me, transitioning my role from a 
mapping freelancer to incorporating 
programming into my GIS work, aspiring 
to advance as a GIS developer, while the 
DST entrepreneurship training program 
and funding enabled me to collaborate 
with my team, establishing and expanding 
our project "GEOGIS," a specialized 
company in mapping and data collection.

Nofa Al Mseitif
DST alumnua

Each day brought new lessons, making me 
feel a sense of personal worth. My journey 
began as a student, and now, as a teacher 
assistant, I aspire to persist in the field of data 
science. My ultimate goal is to utilize these 
skills to contribute to the betterment of my 
homeland, Syria, upon my return.
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PADILEIA  increased the pipeline of Syrian refugee youth towards tertiary education, and enhanced 
their employability through an intensive blended program and facilitated online courses.

06. PARTNERSHIP FOR DIGITAL LEARNING 
AND INCREASED ACCESS (PADILEIA)

2017 - 2021
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Success Stories
06. PADILEIA

23

Katan Machhadany
PADILEIA alumna

Biology
American University of Beirut 
Mastercard Foundation Scholarship 
Recipient

I never expected that I would be in 
this university. When I graduate from 
AUB, I will go back to Syria and try to 
help in rebuilding the society.

Mohamad Alkeddeh
PADILEIA alumnus

Education
American University of Beirut
Dodge Foundation Teacher Training 
Diploma Scholarship Recipient

The course curriculum is targeted 
towards an objective which is helping 
the students, whose education was 
disrupted, to reach higher education. 
When I joined this community, my life 
changed. 

Amani Masri
PADILEIA alumna

Computer Science
Lebanese University 
HOPES-LEB Scholarship Recipient

The program provided me with moral 
and material support. I was infromed 
about the scholarhsip and how to apply.  I 
was also given [a lot of encouragement]  
that I did all  I had to and I deserved this 
scholarship. Being a student in PADILEIA 
program is an awesome opportunity that 
will help you improve your educational 
skills and learn about all the scholarships 
that fit your goals.
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STEP increases access to Higher Education for refugees and vulnerable youth by providing a 
10-month academic program and students’ support services. 

07. Strengthening Tertiary 
Educational Pipeline (STEP)

2021-PRESENT
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Mohamad Hamed Wehbi 
STEP alumnus

Computer & Communications Engineering 
American University of Beirut 
USAID Higher Education Scholarship 
Recipient

The program helped me to navigate the 
complex application process and provided 
the needed support and encouragement 
to keep going even though I was close to 
giving up on my dream of pursuing a 
university degree.

Eman Reslan
STEP alumna

Computer Science
Lebanese American University
MEPI Tomorrow’s Leaders Scholarship 
Recipient

Joining the STEP program has been a 
transformative shift in my life, filled with 
new experiences and challenges that have 
significantly impacted my personality, 
providing opportunities to make new 
friends, enhance my English language skills, 
delve into TOEFL exam preparation, and 
explore captivating sessions on science, 
math, and computer skills. 

Mohamad Nadim Misho
STEP alumnus

Graphic Design
Lebanese International University
DAFI Scholarship Recipient

Through the program, I cultivated 
indispensable life and university skills. The 
art of debating, crafting compelling 
presentations, and mastering time 
management became second nature.  
The dream of studying at LIU, gaining 
acceptance through the challenging DAFI 
application process, felt like a distant 
aspiration, but Step program turned it 
into a tangible reality.

Success Stories
07. STEP
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Safe and Sound reinforced healthy coping strategies among refugee adolescents 
by contextualizing psychosocial support programs within learning environments, 

and engaged parents and educators throughout the process.

08. Safe and Sound: A School-Based Psychosocial 
Support Program for Refugee Adolescents

2019 - 2020
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/ccecs/SCI/Documents/Illustrated_Safe_and_Sound_Journey.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/ccecs/SCI/Documents/2019_10_14_SafeandSoundinContext.pdf


ProFuturo is a hybrid learning toolbox that enhances quality of teaching and 
increases retention rates of refugees in disrupted educational environments.

09. Classroom in a Toolbox: 
ProFuturo Digital Solution in 
Informal Tented Settlements

2018-PRESENT
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The Beirut Recovery Project addressed the immediate needs for debris removal 
and restoration of heritage homes following the 2020 Beirut Port explosion to assist 

families in the most affected neighborhoods for a quick return.

10. Beirut Recovery Project

2020-2023
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The Ghata Model
Annex
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+961-1-350000  ext. 4430

 ccecs@aub.edu.lb

https://www.youtube.com/@aub-ccecs/featured
https://www.facebook.com/CCECS.AUB/
https://www.instagram.com/ccecs_aub/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/ccecs_aub?lang=en



