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Abstract

Recent studies indicate an intersection and an interaction between the
literary works of a certain culture and its art works. In the Mamliik era, literary
encyclopaedias flourished, while carpet weaving thrived above other artisanal
industries. Taking into consideration the enormity of both endeavors—which
seem to have been part of the collective aesthetic taste at the time—this
research enquires about a potential link between the framing of Mamluk
carpets and that of the literary encyclopaedia of that era. It also conducts a
comparison between the artistic characteristics of carpet edges, being the
visual ending of their patterns, and significant features of the closure of Subh
al-a‘sha fi sina‘at al-insha by Ahmad b. ‘Al al-Qalqashandi (d. 821/1418), one
of the most famous Mamluk encyclopaedias, which demonstrates the level of
literary maturity this type of work reached in the beginning of the gth/15th
century.
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