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ABSTRACT
OF THE THESIS

Haya M.Ghassan Tabbakh for Master ofUrban Planning and Policy
Major: UrbanPlanning and Policy

Title: Small scale rehabilitatioprojects a catayst to recovery, the case of Bab- Al
Nasr, Aleppo.

Theneighborhooaf Bab AFNasr is located in the heart of Alepp000 years old
historicalcore(Gaube & Wirth, 1984; Qudsi, 2016)heneighborhoodhat was once
knownfor its vibrant conmercial activity has witnessed massive destruction and has
become avar-damaged landscape where many of its heritage buildings and cultural
practicesverethreatene(Doucet, 2018; Xinhua, 2018\ccording to he United

Nations damage assessmeratp almost 43% of Bab Alasr is heavily damaged (see
Qudsi, 2016).

Despitethe political instability and thevestern sanctions imposed on the country,
rehabilitation projects are slowly occurrir@@n one hand, internand agencies, and
local authorities, involved in the neighborh&orehabilitation activity, seemed to adapt
a topheavy physical approach to reconstruction with little to no attention to the
recovery of the watorn social fabric and its cultural hegia On theotherhand,
inhabitants, business owners and other comminaised groups have mobilized to
restore their homese-establish their businessasd save the remnants of the
neighborhoo® cultural heritageNeverthelessy thoroughlyobserving the yhamic of
these projects, it was noted that tlaegratherfragmentedindependentand
uncoordinated as efforts in the absence of a common framewibw latvel of the
neighborhood and do not add up to a collective initiative.

Themain hypothesis of th thesis is thathese projects are a positive contribution to the
reconstruction efforts of both the neighborhgaad the cityasthey serve an entry point
to a morecomprehensivieritageled and peopkeenteredecovery of Bab ANasr.

Yet, through adpting a City Development Strategystrategic framewonkould be
formulated to lead a sustainable recovery process in the neightdahadcould

revitalize its socieeconomic network aswuch as its cultural heritage and urlsaene
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CHAPTER |

THE THESIS CHALLENGE

A. Introduction
The city of Al eppo, sollgsrconanuouslysnhabitew ng t h
cities given its 5,000yeanld historical cordGaube & With, 1984; Qudsi, 2016Jhe
almost decad#ong conflict in Syria, however, has caused severe damagepopAte 6 s
Old City, a UNESCO World Heritage sif€he fouryearlong battle for Aleppo, fought
between Syrian government forces and opposing factotstritee heart of the Old
City, severely damaging an estimated sixty percent(tMNEESCO, 2017)
The neighborhood of Bab Alasr, which will be théocusof thisthesis, is one
of Ol d Al epp edrsng issmdme fromioreiofcthesgeaa | | ed ci tyos
historic gategUNESCO & UNITAR, 2018) Before the conflict, the historic Bab-Al
Nasr served primarily as a residential neighlood with mixeduse and commercial
zones andhosted light industrial activity (in the form of small factories) and small
businesgGaube & Wirth, 1984; GTZ, 209
After the battle for Aleppo ended in 2016, the newly accessible neighborhood
slowly regained itsesidential and commercial activifWestcott, 2019; Xinhu£018)
Interviews conducted in the neighborhood fos thesis's purposes made evident the
effort by local individuals to save the remnants of neighbmro d 6 s her i t age an
establish their businesses and hariiéss effort, hovever, remained uncoorditeal and
fragmentedThe destruction suffered by the neighborhood in the-year battle for
Aleppo however continued to threaten many of BatNAl s r stosc buildings in the

years following 201§Doucet, 2018; ¥ahua, 2018) Thi s t hbndsittetd r esear



individual/private rehabitation initiatives are rather fragmented, independent and
uncoordinated as efits in the absence of a common framework at the level of the
neighborhood and do not add up to a atile initiative.
The questionof BabANa sr 6 s r e c ovVv e rfthisthesis.tinthe key t
years following the end of the battle for Aleppo, a hahdf smaltscale private
rehabilitationand communitybasedprojectstook place despite western saont on
Syria and continued political instability. More comprehensive reggencompassing
social and cultural dynamics, remained a challdbgricet, 2018; Westcott, 2019)
Literary debate on the topic of urbeetonstruction in the aftermath of a
di saster questions whether mere physical r
(Campanehl, 2006) Campanella supports this by explaining that cities argust
clusters of buildings and layouts of infrastructuhey are also composed of multiple
dense interrelated social and cultural entities. Recasealyout recovering the myriad
sccial and cultural relations ingrained in the spatesvrence J Val& Thomas J
Campanella, 2005)
As thepostwar recovery of the miénniaold Bab AFNasr unfolds, the
opportunity to frame it within the global discussion on sustainability presents itself. The
17 United Nations Sustaibke Development Goals, defined2012 and targeting
implementation by 2030, include agoal entiredydli cat ed t o fASustai nat
C o mmu n (UnifedNations, n.d)Over the years, international developre
organizations such as The World Bank, UNHABITAT, GiZ, and other global actors
united under th€ities Alliance's consortiurhave adopted the conceptaoCity

Development Strategy (heeforth abbreviated as COEjtiesAlliance, 2001)
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As defined by its chapioning institution, Cities Alliance, a CD&ables the city to
Al i nk their economic gr owC CitesAfliance, npolkee r t y r €
CDS especially highlights the importance of inchitgiin the process of identifying
how this linkage is to be made. Incorporating local participation in the CDS process
ensures the voices of those mastis-economically vulnerable ateeard
(CitiesAlliance, n.d)The concept of the CDS will be further explored in the Literary
ReviewChapter

In the case of thpostwarrecovery of Bab ANasr, the pdicipatory
development of a CDS is splpmented by the strong consideration for the
nei ghb o mdbkeam hangibla heritage.

This thesis explorgsostwar private initiatives to restore Bab MNastr. It
addresses howNeighborhood Recovery Straiegan incorporate them witihha more

comprehensive socieconomic, heritagéed, and participatory rewery. The goal of

this research is to suggest a more strategic framework for sustginablear recovery.

B. Problematic

Bab AlNasr sustained damage social, economic, and physical levels:
historical buildings and heritage sites were left in ruindasnagedFamilies,
craftsmen, and businesses owners who resided and conducted businesses4in Bab Al
Nasr for years were displaced from the area and soefylgfe elsewhere

Like the rest of theity, the neighborhood proved to be resilient, with
consideral®@ ongoing activities led by residentsisiness owneytJN agencies, and the

public sector to rehabilitatéeir dwellings anatultural monuments and sit®f
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historical and symbolisignificancé. Active individuals keen on rehabilitating the
neighborhoodormed groups to coordinate their wpdthers functioned independently
and privately. Private funds channeled by the formed groups were dedicated to sma
scale rehabilitation pregts of historical monuments in the Old City, while funds by the
independat individuals were dedicated to the restoration of private dwellings and
commercial properties.

Although these smabcale initiatives were implementeadline with
government redations, they did not reach full implementation. Some were halted due
to multiple reasonssuch as lack of funding and government permissions.

Neverthelesghese initiatives prove vital to envisioning a more comprehensive
recovery of Bab AtNasr in thisthesis when viewed collectively

What this thesis argues is that thederés are fragmented, independent and
uncoordinated and do not add up to a strategic framework for sustainable development
and postwar recoveryTheyonly tackle theneighborhood'ghysical rehabilitation
when the recovery process of BabMdsr should hae a morecomprehensivapproach

that factors in its sociatultural,and economic aspect for it being a heritage site.

C. Research Question and Hypothesis

These competing factors conjure the following quesfiotow can s mal |
independent private rehabdtion interventions form a base for a more
comprehensive/communHyased framework for the recovery of the historic

neighborhood of BabANa s r ? 0

1 Based on constant field observations and informal conversation done by the researcher
throughout the study
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To furtherframe the thesis, the following secondary questions served as
guiding axes for field research anghgeys:

1 What is the adequate urban planning model that can facilitate for the
articulation of a collective vision and sustainable st recovery for th
neighborhood scale of the site in question: the historic neighborhood of BésA?

1 How can the radel be adapted to the so@oonomic and cultural
sensitivities of the site and be a catalyst for heritagaecovery of the neighborhood?

The following hypothesiswill guide ths thesis:

-That the CDS model, i f adaptndtdn,t o t he
can help elaborate a shared community vision which translates into a hlattage
strategic framework fosustainablgostwar urban recovery ate historic
neighborhood of Bab ANastr.

- Thatthe modekan provide a participatory botteup alternéive which can
be followed in other neighborhoods and begin to impact a cultural heritage led recovery
at the Old City scale.

- Thatthesesmall scald independent privatprojects are a positive
contribution tothe reconstruction efforts of both the neighiimod and the cifyas they
serve an entry point @cultural heritagded recovery. However, they could benefit
from guidance and an overall stratefyjamework that would increase the interests of all

stakdnolders.

D. Thesis Objectives

The objectives ofhis thesis are threfeld:
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1 Level of thediscourse on postar recovery: it aims to advanagpeople
centered and heritaded recovery, in addition toegotiatinga collective vision of the
nei ghborcdvenodods r e

1 Level of the planning, it aims to teste validity of the CDS model at the
scale of a neighborhood and in a pasir environment.

1 Level of the case study: It aims to develoguatainableecvery strategic
framework which can be advocated fothe neighborhood as an alternative to the top
heavy physical reconstruction. Thus, to demonstrate that the recovery effort of-Bab Al
Nasr in Old Aleppo could be bottenp, strategic, comprehensive ganclusive.

Additionally, the motivations for adaptirg CDS model are the following:

- Due to its pdicipatory natureand is a communitpased project

- It is tailored specifically to the diagnosis of the case study

- It offers a shared community visiondaproposes guidelines and clear action
plans

- It advocates for sustainable development

- Organizes theelationship of the different stakeholders

As mentioned earlier the model will generate a framework which among its
outputs are the following:

o Proposimg guidelines that help organize and revitalizeItical small
businesses of the area.

0 Advocating adegate form of governance between the public sector, private

sector, andommunitybased groupthat are involved in the recovery in Bab-Wasr.
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o Proposimg an adequate participatory model and discowsktals to
express their desires for the area amwtigbute to the vision of recovery of their
neighborhood.

o Sharing lessons learned among private stakeholders in rebuilding their
dwellings in order to gtentially create partnerships, avoid duplicatdreffort, avoid
conflicts related to property lin@s other issues, etc.

o Encourage future civic engagement in surrounding areas, thus contributing to
the common good of the greater city/scale.

o Reconnedng the neighborhood to its surrounding

reasons

E. Methodology

1. Methodological Adaptatiorof the CDS mdel
In order to proposanadequate strategic framework which fits the context and

the scale of Bab ANasr, the CD3nodelwill be critically adaptednto a Neighborhood
Recovery Strategly taking intoconsideration the several issues
a.lssue of scale:

Although the sudy siteis clearly defined as a neighborhood; it will not
analytically be treated independently from the city context; it will also obgsrve
relation to the citywide.

b. Issue of condition:

Given the unstable political climate and langsaf the city, iis also crucial to
accommodate for the consequences of the battle for Aleppo anibptarstainable

developmentThese include the hey damage caused to physical structures, the mass
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displacement of theeighborhood residentand theeconomic losses toeh
neighborhood caused by closure and destruction of businesses and a lack of financial
availability to regenerate them.

Additionally, in an ideal scenario, the lasimponengeneratectthe end of a
CDS model is maIndicator SystemAccording toMedCities (2014)the indicator
system was set as a tool to examirf@he urban variables constituting the city were
being affected posvely by the Action Plansproposed for the development of the city
(MedCities, 2014, p.4. Yet, in the proposed Neighborhood Recovery Stratdgy
indicator system's formulatomas suspended due to the coun
context whereby it is best designed once tbhentry is stable

c. The challenge of participation

Knowing that community engagement is one of the CDS pillars, the
methodology will shift and adjust where a shared vision and objectives will be
identified. Todefine thevision for thisNeighborhood Recovery Stratediiis research
capitalized on informagbarticipabry practices in the neighborhadthesencluded
undertaking key and opeanded extended conversations witlsines®wners and
inhabitantsgathering kg observations and indicators on the growdractingand
articulating a vision from therjwate smé-scale interventions and conducting repeated
site visits to clarify the developed vision and framework with the loEtgever, this
thesis concedesdhthe participating public's nature is not as diverse as desired mainly
because a high nurabof BabAlI-Na s r 6 s d we | anéaresnabdertoaetuanb s e n t
due totheunsolved politicatondition Therefore, the formulatedsion and strategic

frameworkwill acknowledgehe absenpopulation and account for the facilitation of
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their return, angbrotecttheir property rights and theptacei n t he nei ghbor ho«

fabric.

2. Objectives of the Data Collection

This thesis assesses the governmental regylatamework within which these
projects function and recommends regulatory changes that would aahdl goopose a
recovery framework of Bab ANasr, which tackles three main aspects of the
neighborhood: thehysical, cultural, and socieconomic realms.
Forthis thesis, the rehabilitation efforts of Bab-WRdsr were fully documented and
understood, wit particular attention given to their oftenrladc nature and function
outside of official institutions. Thiallowed the creation of a strategic framekvtor the
neighborhood's sustainable p@sir recoveryollowing themethodologyCDS model.
The spedic methodology consisted of:

9 Documenting and profilingostwar rehabilitation efforts in Bab ANasr.

1 Analyzing these projects’ structui@nd understading the development of
their implementation in terms of governmental approvals etc.

1 Understanding # motivation of these initiatives.

1 Understanding the funding mechanism of these projects.

The data colleatin process covered the period from 201D&ember 2021
therefore, any occurrence outside of these dates relatedaethef study's
rehabiliation activity was not consideraathis research. At the time of writing, the
research acknowledges tha tlehabilitation activity is ongoing and pregsing.

The data collection process met considerable challenges for three reasons:

1 The continuing ustable political climate in the country.
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1 The absence of data on the changes from the period of 202@1idlwhen
the area was under siege and inaccéssib
1 The lack of detailed published information on the rehabilitation activity of
the area of study.
The main target source of information was first éinea's dwellersooth residents and
busines®wners, fausing on those who were undertaking private lvgitation
projects. Interviews were also undertaken with officials from the public sector and from

otherinternationalorganizationsnvolved in the rehabilitation activities of Bab-Alasr.

a. Entry Sourceo the Neighborhood anfrustBuilding
One of he most important factors that facilitated the fieldwork and data

collection was an already establidhirist basevith the dwellerswhich has long
existed before the beginning of this research. This¢érustt st s because of t
family origins inBab Al-Nasr. Growing upl frequented its streets and understood
much about its history and dynami@is resulted in many acquaintances and
relationships with the different stakeholders of the area. Mereat/the time of
writing, the author's familyas taking part in the recovery of the neighborhood by
attempting to rdaunch their 46/earold business.

Buil ding on t he Zdabtnfanand Moorman (1888) fit r ust 0 i
an interpersonal or int@rganizational state that reflects the extent to which the
i nv ol v ehhvedathtthatrthe otlter will continue to aesponsivelydespite an
uncertain f.07A); theydudher(edpkid tBat thigpdefinition of trisbuilt
on the notion of embeddedneSéiapiro (1987)ies theideaof trust to the concept of
embeddedness by stating the f olndreasedfng AnAtr L

properly conceived and timed acts on the pagach person in a relationst{gs
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mentioned in Zaltman & Moorman, 88, p. 17) My embeddedness as a researcher and
as adweller in the context of Bab Alasr has established a network with the different

stakeholders invokd in the rehabilitation activity of Bab Aasr.

b. Network Building
As mentioned above, the prece o f Al -eg poidssuctipronwas still

primitive at the time of writing, and published information about the ssuescarce.

Therefore, it wagital to establish a network withwellers and thenultiple

stakeholders involved in the reconstraotof Bab AFNasr to be able to access valuable
unpublshed information and understand the structure of the different projects and

initiatives. In other worsg, it was necessary to construct and empower this network
through Asoci al ieldrasparch antl data tobectifBaucdied and at e f
Wacquant (1992)efine social capitaléash e Asum of the resources
oragralp by virtue of possessing a durabl e nc¢
recogni t iLpdald Banifanfl91)P Y ent i fi ed shegdodwil, capi t ¢
the community spirit, the compass and the social exchange from which a social unit

isma d e (as @ted in Yiu & Sane 2012)

The establishment of the research network started when approachangahizerof

the first communitybased initiative for rehabilitating a landmark in BabMdsr; the

details of the project will be further elaborated in the upcoming chaptees

connection with this individual was made possible by his acquaintance with thedaathor

family. He provided information on the early reconstruction projects and was the bridge

of introduction and communication with the organizations and the pulticrse

involved. Additionally,| was already familiar with two business owners who provided
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connectiondo other owners and residents rehabilitating their dwellings: hence the
network expansion.

Building a network was crucial to staying up to date with glkann the reconstruction
activity and understanding opportunities and challenges, edpdooah thed we | | er s 6
perspective

Strengthening the relationship with the dwellers was also important. Going back to the
notion of trustbuilding, strengthening ik network and the relationship with the

dwellers was important to exercising a form of ffie@l participation and

communicating the strategies with locals while drafting the framework.

3. Type of Data

As thisthesisattempts to propose a strategic frarngwfor sustainable postar
recoveryusing the CDS modai, will be tackling three mainspects oftie neighborhood:
the physical, cultural, and soeswonomic. The thesis uses both quantitative and
qualitative data gathered through observations andviates, in addition to mapping.
Secondary data found on websites, in previous studiesecra, andechnical and

theoretical reports done on the Old City of Aleppere also used.

4. Data Collection

The first phase comprised of gathering secondaryfdatal in archival
documents (historical maps and books by Aleppian and Weddistarians), data from
technical reports, web pages, and field observations. The purpose was to understand the
spatial, socieeconomic, and historical evolution of Bab-Nasrand comparative

analysis before and after the 2011 war. Field visits were alse @nd had started in
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January 2017 when the eastern neighborhoods of Aleppo became accessible to have an
idea of the physical and soes@onomic condition of the neighborhoadléwing the
end of the battle for Aleppo in December 2016.

The second phasmnsisted of updatindné data retrieved from the first phase
and understanding théess spatial and socieconomic transformatiorend analyzing
them. Through mapping toolhe setting was thoroughly documented and updated.
Informal conversations weonducted wittbusines®wners and inhabitants to
understand the nature and the challenges ofwastife. Lastly, the rehabilitation
activity was mapped and documented, djeadly the smalscale rehabilitation projects
Additionally, the stakeholdeiavolved in the rehakiiation of the neighborhood were
identified.

Thethird phase was dedicated to conducting interviews and conversatioss
field visitswere iterativeand inductiveThroughout theesearch constantlyengaged
with the neighborb 0 d 6 s d w e Il torversation anducveys spegifically the
ones involved in rehabilitation projects. A total3household and20 business
ownersweresurveyed usirg the snowball sampling method. These quaikesved the
understanding of t halengtsweilerebabiltabingtheirt i ves anc
dwellings and shops and understandinge i r vi si on regarding the
recovery These surveys helpexplanther e s i doziaecandmic conditions in the
aftermathof the conflict as no published and offitdata was found’he content of the
surveys will be discussed the different upcoming sections of tthesis.

The second group of intervieweeas wih individuals from organizations
communitybased groupsand the public sector involved in Bab-Résr's rehabilitation

projects The interviews were serstructured and opeended; a total of 1 individuals
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were interrogated. The purpose of themggeswas to learn about tee projects'
functioning structure nd t heir 1 mpl i cat irecavesy. on t he nei
All the interviews were conducted in Arabic and then translated into English.
The majority of the inter vdoetantefdhe 60 names we
interviews is further elaborated in the upcoming chapters.
The fourth phase consisted ofilding on the data analysis and drafting the
expected components a CDS while methodologically adapting it to the scale and context

of Bab AlNasr.

F. Theds Outline

The outline of this thesis is atypical. The chapters fobo@DS structureand
each chapmr represents a different component expected of a CDS.

The first chapter provides a literary review of the CDS, explainiisgniodel's
choiceandhighlighting the assumptions and considerations relating to applying it to
Bab AlNasr.

The second chaptergsents the theoretical framework, which suppthies
research with theoriemn how using a City Development Strategy model can propose a
strategidramework for sustainableecovery andan launch a heritaged recovery
process

The third chapter represts the first component of BabANa s r 6 s
Neighborhood RecoverStrategy: The Descriptive Memory. It analyzes the urban
setting of the neighborhoots danography and economic activity, and its cultural
heritage. It also highlights the trends and transtessues found across the mentioned

above component.
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The fourth chapter represents the seco
Neighborhood Recovery Stemyy. The Strategic Diagnosis. It analyses the transversal
issues and trends, states the vision generatedgh the conversatisnand concludes
with strategic objectives for the neighborhood.
The fifth chapter represents the core of the thesis, thee§icFramework.
Strategies are proposed based on the strategic objectives and the vision elaborated for
the neighborhood whileonsideringhe identified critical transversal issues in the
neighborhoodlt also pesens two action plans generated from thatstgic framework.
It also summarizes the research and reflects and on the methodologically adapted

Neighborhood Development Strategy.
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CHAPTER I

LITERATURE REVIEW

This thesisexploresa wartorn historic neighborhood's case staahyl seeks to
propo® a framework for its recovery. It aims to do so through a stratelgamn
planningmodel andusingcultural heritage as a catalyst to recovérigerefore, this
chapter willexplorethe evolution of strategigrbanplanning andmore sgcifically the
modelof City Development Strategy (CDS). It alsbserveshe application of the
model in Saida, Lebanoa,city whichtoo, endured war and is rich with cultural
heritage Moreover the chaptewill alsoexploretheliterature on the importance of

recovering leritage in a posivar context.

A. Strategic Urban Planning

Modernday urban planning approaches oraggdasconsequencgo urban
changes andhpid urbanizationwhich beganin the wake of the nineteententuy
industrial revolutionUrban planning appachesvere transmitted across the world
through colonialism, educational and scientific instituti@mjvariousinternational
agenciesuch aghe World Bankand Unitel Nations agencie@Rasoolimanesh,
Badarulzamn, & Jaafar, 2016; UNHabitat, 2009

; Watson, 2009)These approaches were centerediiagicthe profssional and
bureaucratic applications of planning to generate master plans and bluggeattsy,
2012; Friedmann, 1993and although thelyavebeen recently reprimandéal their
inadequacies in integrating the sé@ad economic aspects of a ¢igfoballythey

remain the eminent planning methods. Therefore, memgiars in planning literature
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promote alternative modern planning approaches that concede a participative and
strategic nature of planniri@bbott, 2013; Friedmann, 1993; Healey, 2003;
Rasoolimanesh et al., 2016;a8¥8on, 2009)In contrast to master planningvhich can
be described as technical and expert oriented practice in which decisions are made by
local auhorities and stakeholders in collaboration of technical assistance provided by
professionals partidpatory planning approaches utilize the collective efforts of all
decisionmakers, including the civil communifidealey, 2003; Innes & Booher, 2000)
Strategicurbanplanning(or strategic spatial planning a participatory and
cooperative procedutba emerged from the private sector in response to
comprehensive planning approackidsaley, 1996; Innes, 199@ccording toPoister
and Streib (2005)ktrategic urban plaing (SUP) is a methodological process to collect
information about a city to articulate a leteym vision andranslate it into goals,
objectivesand ation plansKunzmann (2000)lefines strategiarbanplanning as a

i p u ksdctorc e h®mentioned in Albrechts, 2004)xcio-spatial process (Healey

1997a) , through which #Avision, actions and
that create and build what @fAa p#h7ace i s an
Albrechts (2004)lefines strategc s pat i all pl anning as a set

tool so that must be adapted according to
results (p.8). Strategiarbanplanningrelies uporsubstantive theories that &knto

consideration the socieconomic, cultural, and environmental characteristics and
objectives of a space t o(Alarechts, 200dep. M8)ust ai n
also determines key stakehold&mmn both the private and public sectéBsyson &

Roering, 1988; Granadd3sabezas, 1995promotes multievel governance and diverse

engagement from the public, economic anchmunitybased groupfAlbrechts, 2004)
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In other wordsin ideal casegt facilitates a pracess inwhich the involved stakeholders
come to a consensus through rational deliberafidealey, 1997Rasoolimanesh et al.,
2016)and define the long term soea@onomic and environmental visions for their city
(Rasoolimanesh et al., 2016)

For the past 3 decades, stratagicanplanning has been adapted in nml#i
devel oping cities in response fAto rapid ar
decentralization, enhancewil society, and rising concerns about sustainable
developmen (de Graaf & Dewulf, 2010 as mémned in ; Rasoolimanesh et al., 2016,
p. 288) Incomparisot 0 master planning, s nhtaleedéengi ¢ ur
nature, actiororiet ed and fl exi bl eo, it also assi mil
(Rasoolimanesh et al., 2016, p. 28B)e participative aspect of strategiban
planning allows for multiple akeholderdo share their perceptions, which in
consensus, define the lotgym spatial, soci@conomic, and environmental visions

which addess the urban challenges of their ¢Byyson, 1995)

B. City Development Strategies (CDSs)

City Development Strategies (CDS) is a stratagizanplanning tool that
functionson a city scale andelies on participdve and communicative planning
theories. It allows for specific goals and guidelines tailored to respond to contemporary
urban challengesated by a city and its dwellers and develops specific themes for cities
such as npowestaihaple rbaddiecdal opment , and econo
(CitiesAlliance, 2017; Rasoolimanesh, Badarulzaman, & JadiaB; Rasoolimanesh

et al., 2016, p. 288; WHKabitat, 2009)
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The process of the formation of the CDS model was miymand evolved and
adaptedo the changing urban realities. Accordindg?@rnell and Robinson (26)) the
practice of CDS originated from neoliberal ideolo§incethe 1990s, the worldas
been the propagation n&oliberal ideologies which center around competitive and free
markets As urban planning approaches spread through colonialism in theehgury,
new neoliberaldeologies were transmitted to devalog countries by international
agencies such as thedll Bankand theirstructural reforms and prograrf®arnell &
Robinson, 2013)As a esult the planning policies in developing countries adapted
doctrines of liberalizing the economy atelcentralizing the governmefRarnell &
Robinson, 2006)

The CDS model'arliest applicationdates to the 195 in East Asiaincluding
IndonesiathePhilippines, Thailand, Vietham, and Chiffdue listed countriesiere not

only funded by the Worl@ank but also followed its proposed urban strategibgh

focusedonfourke t hemes: Al i v abbarkabilitygndgodo mpet i ti ve

gover nance anECOMm& Geatg donLecaltGovernment, 2005;
Rasoolmanesh et al., 2013; 2016, p. 28Bherefore, irthe 19905, manyCDS models

were tailoredo neoliberal ideologigthatstressed economic development and growth
(Parnell & Robinson, 2006; Parnell & Robinson, 20Nevertheless, with time, these
neoliberal ideologies proveafailure astheyassumdiit h at itve and sHp e t
regul ated mar ket resul ts i(Rasoblimenesbettli mal
2016, p.289) However,these doctrines resulted in market failures, social segregation,
and failed urban developmer{&renner & Theodore, 2002 &ited in ; as cited in,

Rasoolimanesh et al., 2016)
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In response ttheadverse implications dhe neoliberal ideologies of
globalization andlecentralizationCities Alliance was estalsied in 199%nd
developed the CDS model to focusemwhancing andttainingpositive socieeconomic
conditionsof all populationdECON & Centre for Local Government, 2005; Parnell &
Robinson, 2006; Rasoolimanesh, Badarulzaman, & Jaafar, 2012; Rasosheaaé,
2016)

In the aftermath of the establishment of Cities Allianbe,EDS model evolved.
It focused on poverty reduction asdciceconomic development amacusing on local
governance and sustainable developniE@ON & Centre for LocaGovernment,
2005; Parnell & Robinson, 2008 the early 200Qshe CDS model further evolved to
adopt a rew trendthatpromotes city competitiveness and sets a vision to achieve
sustainable economic growfhio achieve thd sustainable growth, the newly adapted
model sought to comprehensively understand the conditions of local economies and
identifyt h e competitiGesadvantag¢Rasoolimanesh, Jaaf@adarulzaman, &
Ramayah, 2015)

In sum, CDS is a participatory procdbat identifies and capitalizes on urban
opportunities while developing strategies that considereconomic realities. It also
aims to strengthen the role of the identified stakidrs and help them set a vision for
thar city's futurewhile attracting investment from across national and glotzakets
(Parnell & Robinson, 2006}t is a flexible and dynamic planning approaicht fosters
and nurtures a cityods values, hence ACDSSs,
prioriti e sothemvords the tbemkseof adDS vafyom a city to another.
(ECON & Centre for Local Geernment, 2005, p. 1According toRasoolimanesh et al.

(2016) the themes of a model can difiegnificantly betwer developing and
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devel oped cities based on At hE2V).Hsi tuati or
further explains that the themes chosen ir
position and pl anni(Rasoolmareshegtralg 2006dp. 200) t he ci
Furthermore, different themes amdvacated byariousinternationhorganizations; the

CDS model promoted by the World Bank focuses on economic development and

growth while he themes supported by Cities Alliance and-Habitat aim for social

development and environmental protection. HEDDS themes and content highly

differ from onecity to anotherwhich is why rigid and strict CDS themes cannot be

enforced on citiefRasoolimanesh, Badarulzaman, & Jaafar, 2011; Rasoolimanesh et

al., 2016)

1.CDSs 6 Buil dings Bl ocks
A CDS methodologyalso referredtoasfibui | di ng bl ockso dif
to another. Despite the varietyeddic i t y 6 s b u itheWarlcdhBankdirésses k s
three main phases of a CDS implementation:
1. The Ascopisdgdseasiednd o i dhalenges.f yi ng t
2. The f@compr e h ephasd expiorethecity's spcseeécsnomic,
financial, and envonmental issued
3. The fext er nphasds eoacsrned Wwith abtaiaing tmeeded
funds to launch the projec
According to a report issued by Cities Alliance in 2017, the implementation of

a CDS is a fouphase process which consists of fibllowing:
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1. Situation Analysighasewhich carefully defines the stakeholders in the
process and the structure of the mbdiealso collects as much information
anddatmspossi bl e on wituaionci tyés existing

2. Visioning and strategic analygiaseduild upon the data collected in
phase one and consolidaten a SWOT analysis situaitn. It starts with
elaborating avision and then moved to develop the strategic objectives
wanted for thecity.

3. The drategy formulatiorphasdocuses on translating the ategic
objectives into concrete programs and projects mithects.

4. The drategy mplementation and Monitoring aitvaluationphasesnsure
that the implemented strategies are operational and the projects are

maintained CitiesAlliance, 2017)

/ Initial set up
(=)

Municipal institutional assessment

D Establish CDS process

Monitor and evalvate
strategy implementation

Build a participatory strategy
development process

Phase 4: How to

Implement strategic implement and
plans know we are on
track?

Sitvation analysis

D) SWOT analysis
Cross

cutting
issues

[) Strengthen dataand
information management

Gender
Poverty
Resilience

Promote the strategy

Phase 3: How

) ) ) + eZayynere Visioning and build
Strategic action planning (OEEELC) tv:: ﬂo;nl to "8 We Zoing. B2 consaiisuaion key
get there? themes
g P 2 P
SE::::'"hd‘:'::Iiss’:e::"""uous o Set strategic objectives and
9y P build consensus on strategic
directions

Develop strategic options and
prioritisation /

Figure 1- The CDS cycle according to Cities Alliance (Citieglliance, 2017;
p.11)

Researchersoncurthat CDS implementation's succesdies primarily on the

design of its building blocks or methodolog{&asoolimanesh, Jaafar, &
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Badarulzaman, 2014pespite the minor differences in the building blocks of the
multiple models of CDSs, several similarities and uniformities can be obg@&aetell

& Robinson, 200k

2. The MedCities City Development Strategy Approach

This thesiswill adapt he CDS modetleveloped by MedCitieas it hadeen
implemented in citieg the region It will look more closelyinto the case study of
Saida as it is one of the most sucbdswnodels developed by M@&ities and of
similarities in the contexaf Bab AFNasr.

MedCities is a network of Meditranean cities created in Barcelona in 1991.
Under the umbrella of the METAP (Mediterranean Environmental Technical Assistance
Program), te networkwas established by tiWorld Bankwith theaim of
environmental amelioration in the Mediterranean regide.program is funded by the
World Bank, EuropeaimvestmenBank the Europeaommissionand United
Nations Developmer®rogram(UNPD). The networkis comprised of one ty in each
country with a general preference of cities other than the capital.

Theobjective of MedCities is to strengthen decentralized actions with technical
assistance to promote awareness of urban environmental psodshehempower
municipalities in @veloping countries relatéd specific urban environmental issues.

The main aimsrad purposes of the network asestainable urbatevelopments to
improve living conditions in the Mediterranean region, they are as listed:

f"To devel op t hrdepemderce ant ecoranson redponsibilitie®
as regard policies of sustainable developthenvironmental conservation and social

cohesion of t he (Md&Cdiast2eld,pddhean basino
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fAiTo r ei nf @ampetence,are resoartes (institutional, financial,
and technical) of local administration in the adoption andemghtation of sustainable
local development policigdMedCities, 2014, p. 14)

fTo r ai s e c essand garigpéatioraiive alevelapment of their
cities.

1 To create a framework for corporations and partnerships between the
different stakholders of theity.

MedCtiesdeveloped the Urban Sustainablevelopment Strategi€ddSUDS
projectii t poomote sustainable developmentl aocial cohesion in Mediterranean
cities through thepplicationof urban sustainable development strategiesel
(UDS)also knownasCDS} nd n et (MedCitids,R@ld, p. 1)t also reinforces
Afdecentralizati on @theconselsaien ®f geod practceimther i b ut €
governmen{MedCities, 2014, p. 20By promoting citizerigarticipation and
strengthening local authorities' role, the model balsteeitorial development and
empowergitizens.

The model prepasslong andnediumtermstrategic plans to address the
implications of the21% centuryfasturban growth on th&lediterranean city network's
sociceconomic and spatial aspediedCities pereives strategiarbanplanning as a
Afconti nuous mamatgleewe ntthanetad oadne of pl annin
(MedCities, 2014, p. 27MedCitieshas a mission tbecone an active player in
transforming the city. Its role is nobnsultatie butinsteadof the decisionmaking

process directly respotde for executingprojects of strategic importance to ttigy.
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3. The CDS model of Saida, Lebanon as a Case Study

Saida Lebanonis among theities in the Mediterranean thiaaveappliedthe
CDS modebf MedCities It was chosen as the comparative stwith Bab AFNasr for
three reasons: (1) firstly, Saidaffered from theocial and economic impact of the war
(2) secondy, Saida is a Middle Eastern city with a similar culture, @)dt is one of
the few cases of CDS in the regi@md finally (4) Sala isa smallscalecity with an
important historical core, like Aleppwhich contributes to its urbaeconomy.

Saida is located in the south of Lebanon and is considered thdatgest city

in the country with a population of approximately 110 08&ri d ent slocat€&dai d a 6 s

on a narrow coastal strip separatinig the

1]

a l i vi ng ur (MadCities, 2014, p. 46yhéch asts eeligious and

cultural diversity.

Beforethec i t y 8 modalpopodaSa da experienced Amul ti

r

urban probl emso mainly beca(ed€ities,2014,p.s poor

46). However, its rich civil community had a will to strengthen the governance of its

municipality to impove its role in thelevelopment process.

The USUDS project in Saida was launcihe@014The model of Sai d

was structured to have a holistic develop

-

C

r

Municipality Ato t hat orfoleathédeeelmgmerd ut hor i t

process (MedCttds,e014,ip.t4Frbe gal was to put Saida ohé path of
modern urbanization whileonsideringand valorizing its historical identity. The model
also set goals of transparency and actahihity through a participaty approach.
After positioning isnmodemasssuctoredtd|ma nd Vi s

following: A6 strategic |lines developed
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materialized through an action plan contairng pl ans, programs and
(MedCities, 2014, p. 28 onversely to othanodels in other cities,&5i dadés ur ban
sustainable development strategies developed 27 projects while encompassing 50 other
projects that were undergoing before ttrategic plan. These 50 projects were analyzed
andconsideredo adapt to the strategic @gtives set by the modt gain quick public
support.

The i mpl e mentG@DSwas challenfjing®ramadydedets. Some
administrative and financial issuesi@ered the start of the implementation of the
model. Additionally, the genetglunstable plitical climate and secity situation of
Lebanon and in Saida specifically affected the process. During the strategic Framework
phase, armed conflicts that havemed in the city of Saida halted all future projects
planned for the city, and any discissss surrounihg the futue of the USUDS
frameworkNevert hel ess, Sai dao souMationifoci pal i ty ar
Sustainable Human Development were persistesiitpass the mentioned above
challengesindcontinue in the implementation tife USUDS projecasa
Arecondaioloil ataimomMedGitiest 2014 epnddnd toencouragehe use

of strategic planninthrough reflectingn thevision ard mission proposed for the city

c.Sai dads CDS methodol ogy

The building block or component that were generatedaniSd a 6 s CDS wer

the following:
1. Descriptive Memory: The descriptive memoyjga | s o knownr as t he
di agnosi so, was tihdecad@s rGRS.c olmMpe nEenstcr

Memory was based on accumulated existing dateegadito produce the
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Descriptive Memoryeport.The Descriptive Memorpresented a
descriptive anal ysi,whicloléd totiderdifyimgi t y 6 s
critical transversalssues for development. It also showcased the ongoing
major projects happening in the city

. Strategic Diagnosis:Thesecond component of the CDS was dedicated to
the strategic diagnosis of the transversalassdentified in the previous
phase tainderstad the correlations of the different urban variables. It also
included an analysis of the trends and ongoing projedts city. it

finally concluded by drafting a visidior the city through the consultatio

of different community members and by settstigategic objectives.

. Strategic Framework: In sequenceavith the analysis done in the Strategic
Diagnosis of the trasversal issues, general guiding objectives for the city
were drafted to guide the formulatiof the strategic axes for

development.

. Action Plan: The application of the strategies drafted for the city was done
by creatingprojects and action items. Actigiems were designed to

function upon a timeline by the supervision of the needed stakesolder
When designed, these projects were considanigdrs for the city to

achieve the results aspired for during 8teategic Framework formulation

. Indicator System: The indicator system was set as a tool to examine if the
urban variables constituting tlegy were being affected positively by the

ActionPlan.
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The case study of Saidads.ltCabBe i s of si
observed thoroughly to guiddab AFNasr 6 s str at egi ¢ dugtamewor k'
the similarities irthem First, Saidatoo endured &fteenyearold civil war, andthus
its model was developed within a pegar context. Second, the model sought to
valorize and use the rich culadiheritage as a driver gustainable urban development
by utilizing its historical core and sustainiitg tangible and intangible hergea. It
aimed to revitalize the local economy and preserve the cultural praatiddsghly

encouragehe participatn of the local population.

C. Cultural Heritage as a Catalyst to Recovery

According toHarrison (2010)the fluidity and flexibility of heritage definitions
make it challengingo build onafi w o r HKefinitigno of heritage that cabe applied in
thediscourses concerning conflict and heréé§s mentioned in Bishop, 2014, p. 43)
Howeer, this thesis wiltacklethe relatonship of heritage and identitg order to
understand the importanoé heritagein rebuilding conflct-torn socialfabrics.

Smith (2008)perceives heritage as a mifliceted dynamic conceftat
interrelates with different facetsom politics, sociology, and psychology and could be
perceived as tagible structures and intangible practice®ther scholars describe
heritage as an expression of a collective or personal identity that has been established as
a representation of theiistorical identity in the preser(Bishop, 2014; Harvey, 2001;
Howard & Graham, 2008Bishop (2014d ef i nes 1t as fNa process
connections between pe@pIdmeh (20@Bhargueshat and t he
cultural heritage is not a product but rather a social process, in which memories and

historic social eents are chosen to be commemorated in historic sites.
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Whet her tangible or intangible, heritac
can beattacled, giving both collective and individual memories legitimacy and a sense
of place both geographically andstarically through imagined traditions of
remembrancéMisztal, 2003 as mentioned in Bishop, 20145@). Building on the
above notion of the interdependence of heritage and ideBislypp (2014)oncurs
that when identities are endangersalis their existing definition of heritage (p. 49)

In war, civil or intercommunal clashes, rivatiestroy the adversary's identity
by targeting the | atter 6s s ypurposelydisacin(mo nu mer
communities from their environmen(Barakat, 2007; Kaldor, 2013y hese attacks
have deepeconsequences than just on the built environpikay challeng the
affeced community's social and psychologicatovey (Barakat, 2007)They result in
extensive damage of cultural identity and an irreversible changeaafjible
connections between the place and its affected comm@ikyede, 2006; Tunbridge
& Ashworth, 1996 as mentioned in Bishop, 20X&@jenville (2007 ¥urther explains
that in the wake of conflictshe legitimacy of pravaridentities become endangered
due to multiple factors s udhbecoaflet changigangi ng
socialpowedynami cs, | oss of the familiar past
mentioned in Bishop, 2014, p. 49).

However, the recoveryfaultural heritage in postonflict contexts has been
disregarded by mainstream p@g&ir reconstruction practicesépolicies ands often
perceived as a luxury that cannot be managed by societies emerging from such
calamitiegBarakat, 2007)Stanky-Price (2007 )seconds the precedent and explains the
difficulty of broaching the topic of cultural heritage ipastwar contextand more

specifically in the aftermath of a violent
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food and health have prioriy 6 and are more vVvisible, the a
appear insensitive tiis latter precedence (p.Howeve, he stressefi¢ importance of
including cultural heritage inpestar reconstruction agendas,
to recover from watrauma depends heavily on their cultural resilience and could have a
constructive effect on restoring the torniab&bric (StanleyPrice, 2007)Hawey
(2001), diserns that heritage campport and creaidentities; therefore, heritage is a
vital issue to tackle in posonflict agenda to reconstruct the damaged and fragmented
identities és mentioned in Bishop, 2014).

Heritage is perceived asanp o r t a n of bdthacenfliat and recovery
from t h eBishap,014)Legnerd2018)lso explains thdtistorical sites'
destructionis often the most discernible and grave effects of a corligit
environments of historical and cultural importance have a substantial role in
strengthening or reviving comunn i t i e isstéandicutereg@radach, 2002)since
heritage is perceived as a fAtool for democ
groups can manifest their identity and their understanding of history and their collective
memory(Misztal, 2003; Samuel, 2012)ccordingly,stakeholders, such as
international organizains, local governments, andsoational groups, often broached
heritage engaged in the reconstruction process as part of the reconstructiory hea
procesqgGiblin, 2014) As a result, the habilitation of heritage sitdsecomes part of
political processes constructing pasinflict communities, contributing to reinforcing
or establising new identitiegLegnér, 2018)

Case studies of historical sites that have witnessed destructitwhlsm
observed to understand the process and the importance of the rehabilitation of such

sites.Grodach (20R) talks about the positive impact the reconstruction of heritage sites
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could have in watorn cities. He specifically gives the exampldlod rehabilitation of

the 16thcentury historiccity of Mostar, BosnigHerzegovinain the aftermath of the

BosnianWars of 19921995. The author illuminates how rebuildithge postwar

reconstruction of historic landmarls the cityplayed a crucial r@ in reconstructing

the citydéds social fabric and did not only

etmi ¢ r el atbiuotn sadl s(op .t6ulr)ned Most atouiss r econst

attraction that acd@ddach,2002d t he cityods ecc
The city of Warsaw, Polandlso endured massive destruction during World

War II; however, within 11 yearthe cily recovered its preonflict populace and

regained its activity aswhated d be perceived as fAa fully

(Goldman, 2005, p. 136§0ldman (2005pwes tle reemergence of Warsaw to the

reconstruction of its historic cetthat representestvenc ent ur i es of t he <ca

and explains that it completion in 1961 demonstrated thev i v a | of the nat.

Acul tural and historical identityo (p.136)

D. Conclusion

The City Development Strategy model created a paradigfhia the practice
and theory of wurban planning. It pushed tl}
s o c inaity planming It offered a more participaty and communityoriented
approach to planningchallenging theperhaps outdatkandtop-heavymaster planning
approachMost importantly, it capitalizes on human resources and urban assets for
achieving sustaiable development.

In Bab atNasr, thedestroyedirbanlandscape gains more importance and

attention from the reconstruction effortstthe torn and displaced social fabfitius
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adaptinghe CDS modein Bab AFNasrcould be beneficial on multiplevels,
particularlyin prioritizing the social challengeand assets in the recovery process.
The case study of Saida showed how the mottavatl the city to be thought of
strategically and holisticallyttepp e d i nt o t he ci t y o dredital uabl e
strengths and weaknessand utilized its culiral assets as a catalyst to development.
Saidads model ai mhkyby settingahoranddongtermsgoatstrali na b i
implementing tangible and intangible outcomes.

The literature oriicultural heritageas a catalysb recovery highlighted he
interdependence of heritage and iderdityl their importance imendingwar-torn
social fabricslt explainedhowvh er i t age shoul d not be percei
war agendas but rathgihauld beapproachedsan opportunity to mend individual and

collective identities and create a posir healed collective memory.
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CHAPTERIII

DESCRIPTIVE MEMORY

The Descriptive Memory (prdiagnosis) is the firgghaseof Bab AFNasr
Neighborhood RecovegrStrategy The Descriptive Memory presents an objective
description othe different variables that constitute fhes r b a n (MedGitiesi t y 0
2014, p. 29)The upcoming sections will aim to:

1 To present a descriptive agdneralprofile of the neighborhood through four
tracks, which are:

- Urban Planning
- Sociceconomic
- Business Activity
- Cultural Heritage

1 To assess the statetbetracks mentioned abovefore and in the aftermath
of the end of the battle for Aleppo by drawing critical essvegarding each of the
sectors

1 To identify the transversal issues to be further explored in the "Strategic
Diagnosis" section

1 To identifydriving forces and trends edkd to the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of the neighborhood.

The data collectedn the neighborhood in the pnear period vereretrieved
from previous technical studies, mainly from comprehensive research done by the
Geman Association for Technic@looperation (GTZ) in 2001. The material on the

postwar condition of the neighborhoadhs collected through fieldwork and inquiries
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addressed to the dwellers of BabMsr and the active groups involved in its

rehabilitation.

A. Urban Planning Profile
This section begins by introducing the location of the neighborhood in the Old
City of Aleppo. It then proceeds to describerireghborhood's urban morpholomy
relation to its topography, street hierarchy, building heightd|amduse. It then
elaborate®n the patterns of ownership in Bab-Wasr, presenting a damage
assessment, and endlgh listing the critical issues related to the planning of the

neighborhood.

1. Urban Setting

The OId City of Aleppo is constituted of iscient walls dating back to the
Hellenistic Era (64 BE395 AD) and of districts that have emerged outside of this
enclosure starting from the 6th century onwdrddli r o | u, ,20X6FHure Qu d s i
2).The walls are constituted of 9 gates that surround the historical-Rmoan style
streets, composed of hammams, mosques, churches, khans, sougs, and traditional
courtyard lmuseqQudsi, 2016, p. 10PDating back to the 10th century Bi@ie Citadel
of Aleppo sits in the heart of the citfhe 12th to the 14th centusgrved as a fortress
for the Zengid and Ayyubid Dynasties (Neglia, 2010; Qudsi 200&).city was at the
center of important trade routes since the 2nd century BC andtnassed the rise and
fall of many dynasties and empires. It was ruled consecutively by Hittites, Assyrians,
Akkadians, Greeks, Romans, Umayyads, Ayyubids, Mamluks, ar@ttbmans,

leaving behind traces of their material culture (Campanella and vake, R0 Qudsi,
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2016,p. 10). The Old City was classified as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1986

and was inscribed on World Heritage in Danger in 2013. Up until 2016, the Old City of

Aleppo served as a battlefield for thevernment troops and theirpysirg forces,

leaving some of its historical monuments and heritage agsit®xtensive damage

(Qudsi, D16).
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Figure 2- Map of the Old City of Aleppo highlighting the ancient citywalls, the gates, and the districts

(author, 2019)
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Bab AlNasr, from which thee@ighborhood's ameis drawn, is among the five
remaining gates todgyJNESCO & UNITAR, 2018) It is located on the northeastern
medieval citywall{f Mi r oj | u, 2 0 0 Bormerlyaitlsdrvachas an2rtry 0 )
point to the Old City, but according Mansel (2016)the gates gave their nasto the
districts sirrounding them with timeThe neighborhood is located between Zoi327
and Zone 71-1 (Figure 3) in Aleppo’'s Master plan and is situatedhe Al-Farafra
district. Bab AlNasr occupies 10Bectares of the Oldiy (GTZ, 2001; Google Earth,

2019).
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(author, 2019)

d. Topography

Bab AlNasr is characterized by a gentlgmihg topography sting from the
citadel's hil to the southeast, down to the western edge of the neighborhood. These
topography variationsan be noticed in the neighborhood's structure, where significant
changes in the sloping grade are detected @latively small distaces and appear as

"low hills" ( Figure 4). However, it is also suspected that the previously
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mentioned slopes could be artificial and have resulted from the actiomu&debris

of time (Gangler, 20Q).

- = =
= el = -

= : PSR iy o B i
Figure 4- Photo of the slopes noticed in the neighborhood (author 2020)

e. Typo-Morphology:

Theneighborhood's traditional medieval fabisaightly knit and cellular in its
structure(Figure 5). Traditional courtyard houses and historical monuments are
compactly clustered around alleyways that form the organic street network and are

accessed through edke-sacs. Most of the neighbbm o d 6 s open spaces ar

46



theresidential stock' courtyardswhereas the traditional right of way constitutes 10%

of the surface area. Similarly, the avenues and the open spaces implemented by modern

day planning constitute 10% of the surfacead&@angler, 2001)
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Figure 5- Nollie Map of the ndghborhood showing its dense urban fabric (author, 2020)

47



Figure 6- Picture of Bab AlI-N a s glléysvays(author, 2020)

f. Street Hierarchy and Accessibility

Four major and primary vehicular roads surround #ighborhoodFigure 7).
The master plan scheme proposed by AGliton in 1952 dissected the larger Farafra
District in two districts and implemented-Khandak Street to modernize and improve
connectivity and acasibility allowing atomobile traffic in the Old City. It destroyed
10% of AkFarafra monuments to credweo ring traffic axegAlsalloum, 2019; GTZ,
2001; Lafi, 2017; Soufan, 201(B)jgure 8). Nevertheless, these modern planning
interventions created a rather sharp juxtaposition with #uktimnal urban fabriche
multistory buildings that were built along the edges of the modern major roads distorted
the urban morphologgf thearea and creéad a physical threshold to the old city fabric

(Figure 10).
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The traditional medieval typmorphology is evident through tineighborhood's
inner secondary vehicular narrow residential streatistertiary pedestriracutde-sacs
(Mirojlu, 2005). These dhatenakmeeldilarup of cobtk

circulation almost difficult but have been used likewise, as modern accessibility usage

demandsuch adaptation (Qudsi, 2017).
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Figure 7- Map showingthe street hierarchy of the neighborhood based on GTZ (2001) (author,

2019)
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Figure 8- Map showing the implemented roads as per the proposed Master Plan of Gutton
(Zaloum, 2014)
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Figure 10- Photo of the modern buildings on AiSijen Street (author, 2020)
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Due to theextensivedamage caused by the conflict, accessibility has become
restriced in the neighborhood. Some buildings are still not safe for public access, and
alleyways are still inecessible due to the debris from the fallen destroyed buildings
(Figure 11). It is also important to mentiondhthe ring roads surrounding Bab-Rasr,
serving as the link between the city and the neighborhood, were also heavily damaged
and deserted to varying degs.Al-Sijen Street buildingare still unused and
extensively damage@vhereas most of the buildjs on AlKhandak Street are
comparatively more inhabited and rehabilitaie@yure 10). This discrepancy in the
state of the two streets of Alijen and AlKhandak is due to the ceaie line drawn
between the twestreets duringhe battle, and its scares are very much represented
physically. Moreover, polic transportation activity has significantly decreased in
comparison to its prevar state, as fewer buses service the area.

Additionally, the neighborhood andibordering areas become less safe to
access during nighttime for two main reasons. Theriiaton is the dagyme
population coming into the neighborhood and the Old City and commuting elsewhere at
the end of its working hours, which renders the neighdxad silent during the
nighttime. Secondly, the streets are also unlit during the nightodhe damaged

electrical infrastructure, making it unsafe for any nighttime movement.
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Rubbles of destroyed buildings blockng rights of way in Bab Al-Nasr (author, 2020)

Figure 11-
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Figure 12- Photo of Al-Khandak Street (left) more populated than AlSijen (right) (author, 2020)

g. Land Use

The effect of the implemented modern buildimggsfar more extensive than
just the contrast with the traditional inmegighborhoods. It had further implications on
the land use of the areaitlally, these buildings were to have mixade structures; the
ground floors were intended for commercial use and the upper floors for residential use.
However, two subsidiary devsgments followed and changed the land use application,
which increased comercial use and allowed for auxiliary facilities: office spaces and
warehousegéGangler, 2001)

Consequently, massive changes to the-lagelof the area took place during
the 1980s the upper floorsfdbuildings initially zoned as residential slowigplaced
commercial offces. Additionally, thedller buildings' traditional houséegan to lose
their residential privacy and transformed into warehouses to serve as extensions to the
commercial zones aime major primary roads (Al Sijen and-Khandak Street)
(Gangler, 2001)This pressure on thresidential stock resulted in an alarming trend in
the late1990s with households migrating outside of the Old City and a resulting 50%

increase in vacant plots (ibid).
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Before the Syrian conflict, Bab Mlasr was made up primarily of residential,
commecial, andhistoric monumentbuildings with various uses, in addi tofacilities
that hosted light industrial activitié&angler, 2001)Similarly to the rest of th®Id City's
residential parceJsBab AlNasr residential buildings consisted of traditional courtyard
house. These are typically composed of a courtyard surrounded by twe stories of
rooms with inwarefacing windows, with no opening onto the outside streets to preserve
privacy (Qudsi, 2016, p. 9)

The battle for Aleppo had severe impacts on the Old City; for yka&erved as
the meeting point of the warring fact®mand bore the brunt of shelling and airstrikes.
Like much of therest of the city, Old Aleppo was under siege from 2012 until 2016. In
consequence, Bab Aasr, along with other neighborhoods in eastern Aleppas
virtually emptied of people. Many resils andbusiness ownergbandoned their
dwellings and shops seelgimefuge elsewhergund, 2017)

Based on numerous field visits, it is evident thatpite the end of the battle for
Aleppo, Bab AiNasr still witnesses a decrease in commercial activity and in active
households.Similarly, services, health, and educational facilities haeased their
operations in the area during the conflitheyhaveyet to return to prevar conditions

since the area became seaamcessible.
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Figure 13- Land use map of Bab Al Nasr based on GTZ (2001) (author, 2019)

The map belovby BTU (2020)showsthe detailed building functionsf Bab Al

N a s built &abric.
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Figure 14-Detailed buildings functions in Bab Al-Nasr (BTU, 2020)
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Most of the historic housing stock located in tieghborhood's inner streets
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comprisene to twestory buildings. However, the modern higgller buildings
constituting five to six stories were built along the primary roads; ailttatéd the
neighbohood's inner residential sto¢kigure 15). These buildings disrupted the
density and typanorphology of the original lowise urban fabric. This is espially
significant when combined withuildings' destructiomo create streets, leaving vacant

and ruined plots randomly spread across the area (Gangler, 2001).



Figure 15 Photo in Bab Al-Nasr showing theinfiltration of modern
buildings (left) in the historical urban fabric of the neighborhood and
its juxtaposition with historical buildings (right) (author, 2020)

h. Housing

Almost2200f t he nei g-ude mairtameda cesidentia furcttion
after the battle for Aleppo ended. Howevdr, ¢ physi cal state of 't he
residential stock was already deterioratigjorethe conflict. Surveys conducted in
2001 show that thieousing stock's dilapidated infrastructwas the main cause of its
infrastructural deficiency. The most re¢eahabilitation work done on the residential
stock was in the early eighties as a massive wave of incoming migration took over the
areaafterthe demolishment of neighboring areas in the Old City. The second wave of
rehabilitation took place in the earB000s and included a complete overhaul of the
electric and water grids of the Old City, a project fechby the GTZ.

The residential stock is made up of historical houses and units established in
the newly implementetduildings on AlKhandak Street and Aijen Street. Although

the area housed 750 households from the late nineties to the early 2000s, these figures
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dropped at a rate of 10 households per year as families migrated out of the area. By
contrast, and as meatied earlier in the ownership sectitime remaining households

were becoming denser as multiple families would share the same home (Gangler, 2001).

2. Damage Assessment

TheOld City locationin the heart of Aleppo and its urban structure composed
of labyrinthine markets and adjacent builditngs made it a frontline and a battlefield
for opposing force§Qudsi, 2016; Westcott, 2019 s a result, the UNESCO heritage
site has sustained massive dam@@eESCO & UNITAR, 2018) Francesco Bandarin,
the former UNESCO assistant directgggneral and a member of AKTC's (Agha Khan
Trust for Culture) steering committesescribes the waorn ancient city as
“reminiscent of destroyed German cities after the Second World (Magivern, 2018)
Based on a damage assessment report done by UNOSAT, UNITAted Biations
Institute for Training and Research, 2018), the Intramuros area of the walled city is
moderately damaged. Aading to theQudsi (2016)damage assessment done on the
Old City, 79% offarafra's district budtip area is damagé€gigure 16). According to
the damage assessment map doneBACH, UNITAR, and UNOSAT (2019)Al-

Farafra district 6.1 to 9.0 buildings are destroyed per hectarg(ig8)ye 17)
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Destroyed  Highly Affected  Mildly Affected  Neighborhood Affected Area as

Row Labels % of Nbrhd % of Nbrhd % of Nbrhd Area Affected Area % of Total Area

AL Ajam 34% 59% 6% 10.39 10.33 99%
Al Agaba 7% 48% 44% 8.47 8.40 99%
Al Bayyadah 2% 26% 70% 36.88 36.22 98%
Al Jalloum 12% 37% 48% 17.14 16.61 97%
Al Jdaydeh (North) 6% 42% 48% 19.90 19.23 97%
Al Jdaydeh (South) 4% 46% 43% 18.54 17.30 93%
Al Qasila 2% 54% 34% 9.84 8.85 90%
Bandara and Farafra 0% 8% 71% 13.58 10.77 79%
Banqusa, al Dudu, and Bab al Nayrab 1% 12% 69% 83.22 68.25 82%
Citadel and its Perimeter 0% 12% 73% 14.69 12.56 86%
Medinah 1% 30% 52% 20.76 17.32 83%
Qastal Mesht and Qastal Harami 1% 26% 49% 19.59 14.91 76%
Grand Total 4% 27% 58% 273.01 240.74 88%

Figure 16- Damage of the Old City of Aeppo by neighborhood, Bab AL:Nasr is highlighted in
yellow, (Qudsi, 2016, p. 14)
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Figure 17- Map of Aleppo shows the number of destroyed or damaged buildings per hectarpsr
district. (REACH et al., 2019, p. 7)

60



Figure 18 was produced as part of this thesis to show and measure the
destruction of thaeightbrhood's buikup areaThis was based on a damage assessment
map created by the UN Cartography SectiorterOffice of the Special Envoy to
Syria published in "Rebuilding Old Aleppo” by Qudsi (2016).

To measure the destroyed areas in the neighbortimafirst step was to geeference
the UN map to a satellite map aimdce over the affected zones with polygons to
calculate the categorized damaged areas. The results were the following:

1 4.2 hectares were highly affected.

1 4.6 hectares were moderatelyected.

1 0.44 hectares were destroyed.

LEGEND o

Road nghly Dumaged

Tierchiary Cul de Sacs

Destroyed
Highly Affected

E j o= P~ LR Moderately Affected
Flgure 18- Damageassessment map of Bab Al Nasr based on the UN cartography Section for
Special Envoy Office, see Quds{2016 (Author, 2019)
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Percentage of the damage in Bab Al-Nasr

Destroyed
2.4%

Highly Affected
Moderately :

51.0%

Figure 19- Graph showing the Damage assessment of the builp area in Bab Al Nasr in hectare
per different level of damage (author, 2019)

The map below by REACH et al. (201%0svs more explicitly the number of

damaged buildings in Bab Masr.
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Figure 20- Damage assessment map by REACH, Bab Masr is highlighted in black (REACH,
2019,p.8)
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Figure 21- photos of destruction in Bab AtNasr (ArabianPost, 2016; Author, 2020)

Based on field visits conducted in January 2017, as the neighborhood became
accessible, it is documented that the water and electrical infrastructure of BesiAl
was heavily damaggl. The electrical grid network wdamaged entirelgnd did not
reach theneighborhood. It is also noted that the water and sanitation systems were
partially damaged. Moreoveaccording to the residenthe water supply and quality

were scazeand poor.

3. Ownership

According toGangler (2001)the ownership to tenancy ratiothe residential
stock of Bab AlNasr was relatively higtwith 72 percent of the residential stock
privately owned and 28 percent rented. Howe@arZ (2001) mappinghows that the
northern part of Bab ANasr is composed of a high proportion of subdivideddings

In contrastjn the southern part of the neighborhpadanedium proportion of
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subdivided buildings exigGangler, 2001)According toGangler (2001)51 percent of
the residential stockomprisedivided housesvhereas 49 percent are not. These
properties are usualtyaditional houses subdivided between the family members,
sometimes up to 7 different housing units to accommodate more than one family
(Gangler, 2001)

On March 2nd, 2019,conducted a brief interviewitin Mrs. Souraya Zureick
architect and consultant of rehabilitatiohhistoric cities, who has previously worked
on the Old City and patterns of ownership in the area. She explained that it is rather
challenging to havanadequate mapping of ownerslipthe Old City mainly because
properties are highly subdivided irri@gs of ownershipDue to the inheritance law in
Syria a property can be entitlem multiple heirs. She further explains tisae observes
these subdivisions happening privately betwibenfamilies and without governmental
officialization based on her gvious fieldwork Whereby families subdivide the
property and occupy the partkey think they are entitled to.

On the other hand, the ownerstigptenancy ratio in the commercial propes

is a lower figure. Only 27 percent of the commercially available plots are privately
owned, and 73 percent are renf€dngler, 2001; GTZ, 2001figure 22). It is also

important to mention thdhe Directorate of Islamic Endowments (Awqaf) is a major
owner in the areéGangler, 2001)
Furthermore, in the aftermath of the battle for Aleppo artie@sehabilitation

activity started in 2017, the Syrian civil law of article 537 section 1, enacted in 1949

2 Mrs Souraya Zureick is an Architect and Planner wiibbe referenced earlier in the thesis.
She is arexpert in the rehabilitation of Old Cideand a member of The ICOMOS organization for the
conservation and protection of cultural heritage places around the world. Prior to war, she conducted
many studies on the Old City and on BabMdsr. In the postonflict period, she had been conducting
studies on the Old City and of Bab-Nasr. She had shared significant professional and technical remarks
concerning the neighborhood which were of value to the study.
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became active. The law strips tenants of demolished commercial prapbdgane
applicable due to the consequence of destruction. Even thoygbdtgied the

property under the old rent law, this new law transfers ownership rights to the landlord,

nullifying any previous lease effective immediately.

LEGEND

| 1| High Proportion of Subdivided Buildings
M Medium Proportion of Subdivided Buildings

SR e

Figure 22- Ownership Status of Bab AlNasr based on GTZ (2001), (autbr, 2019)
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Figure 23- Map showing the subdivided lots in Bab AlNasr based on GTZ (2001), (author, 2019)

4. Trends
This section identifies the trends impacting the built environment of Bab Al
Nasr during the postar period. These include emerging trends in rehabilitation

projects in relation to service provision, infrastructure, and road networks.

a. Rubble and Debris Removal

In 2017, the UNDPin partnership with the Directorate of the Old City of
Aleppo (DoA) launched a rubble and debris removal initiative to help clean out the
streets and revitalize urban activityowever, the initiativelid notextend to the inner
roads and rirgsorddneaged shops. Cansehuently, residents and business

owners in the inner areas had to take it upon themselves to remove the debris from their
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premises back into the main roads tin&tinitiative had pnaously cleared upThis
prompted a second eeng of UNDP's main roadbefore a later rehabilitation project
of Souq el Khabieh in 20$9

Based on field research, the Municipality of Aleppo has also carried out its
rubble removal initiative following #end of the battle for the city. Howeveristh
activity remained exclusive to tl@d City's main roadand did not extend to the Bab
Al-Nasr neighborhood. In the aftermath of urban warfare and destruction, rubble
removal is crucial imevitalizingthe uban fabric. This undoubtly helps to faciliaite
ease of circulation and if well planned, sorting the debris helps create a list of reusable
reconstruction material. Planning rubble removal and sorting material onadés a
sustainable effort to ensuaeconclusive understanding of the damageasustl in the

area and a better understanding of the materials needed in future rebuilding efforts.

b. Restoration of The Electrical Infrastructure

Contrary to the water infrastructdr@hose damage was minim&lab Al-
Nasros el ect r i dealily damaed.arssunicipality'suiprinearyw a s

infrastructural reconstruction projeafter the conflict was the restoration of the

el ectrical grid networ k. rstomtondppachwhsi s ef f c

not inclusive of the whole neighbarbd: only electrical infrastructure serving the major
roads surrounding the neighborhood was restored. The housing stock and the inner
streets of the neighborhood were excluded from the electrical restoratio®pléhe

other hand, a collective éfteen neighborsorganized themselvesdrehabilitatedheir

3 Basedon an interviewwith Mr. Alaa Al-Sayed i early 2019
4 Although the water infrastructure is not heavily damaged, the water provision did not reach
twenty-four hours.
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duty to provide electricity to the housing stock, they did not provide them with any

financial supporor materials.

5. Key Issues

The main identified key issues related to the neighbatfioe ur ban set t i
related to ifrastructure and service provision based on the urban planning profile
These include:

1 Absence of a comprehensive municipal plan for the restoration of the
infrastructural networks in the neighborhood: roads, electrisityer and sewage.
Although the najhborhood after the conflict was slowly reoccupied by both business
owners and residents, the electrical infrastructure was not fully rehabilitéted.
Municipal restoration efforts were only directed towards the regtaraf the electricity
network onthearea's primary streets

1 Scarce water provision: unlike electricity, the water infrastructure is less
damaged. Nevertheless, water provision is not regular and does not reach residents 24
hours per day. Restorationthie water network was limited tbé Soug main street in
the neighborhood and was executed by the UNDP.

1 Restricted accessibility due to safety and war damage: The debris of
destroyed buildings was not completely removed from the neighborhood in the years

following the conflict, as some ase in the neighborhood remain inaccessible.
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1 Absence and/or weak services: When the battle broke out in the Old City, all
services and facilitiesncluding health care and schooljmgoved to the city's western
districtsor stopped operatingntirely.

1 Disrupted connectivity with adjacent areas and bey@ndty-scale issue:

Many neighborhoods in the Old City and Aleppo were still not inhabited nor re
occupied by the business owners following the conflict, which disdugbte

connectivity of the economactivity of the neighborhood with the rest of the city.

B. SocicEconomic Profile of the Neighborhood

This section is dedicated to describing the social composition and networks of
Bab AlNasr. Each sulection will starby describing the prevar conditions and then
proceed to compare them to posir conditionsBeforethe conflict, the size and
structure of households are first describadthe latter level of education and nature of
profession. Finally, it compared #he abovementioned components toeir current
postwar state. It then proceeds to talk aboutrtbighborhood's economic activiynd

its role within the OlreentChahgestasd clialbenggsd s and

1. Residents of Bab ANasr

During the precrisis period, most dBab Al Nasr residentaere Muslim Sunni
middle-to-low-income familieJAl-Ghazi, 1998; CAERUS, 2016; GTZ, 200The
estimated population density in Farafra during thewme period was 341 households
(GTZ, 2001) however, no specific dawas found oBab Al Nasr's popaltion count
beforethe conflict. According to the Mokhtar of Bab-Alasr, whoml interviewed on

December 18, 2018,200 families resideth Bab AFNasr in 2010When thebattle
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broke out in the city, the eastern pariddppo, where the area of studylasated, was
captured by the rebels in July 20(2ind, 2017) an intangible demarcatidine was

created separating the eastern rebel enclave along with the rural western Aleppo from
the western part of the city. In September 2016, the United Nations classified east

Al eppo as(REARHK et al.e2010,p.0/The western part of the city was under

the control of Syrian Government Fordesind, 2017; Nallu, 2017)n the aftermath of

the events of December 2012, the neighborhoods cfeast Al epp o wer e fAvi
empty ofp e o pluredp2017) as its population sought refel in the western part of

the cityor fled the country completeljrund, 2017; OCHA, 2016)n December 2016,
government troops regained control over the eastern parts of Aleppo, the neighborhoods
of the Qd City became once again accessibhd displaced families originally from the

Old City started settling back into their prar area of residendelolder, Levett,

Scruton, & Torpey, 2016; Shaheen & Wintour, 2016; Westcott, 2019)
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Population density pre-crisis Population density in crisis 2014 Population density post-crisis 2016

Figure 25- Population Density Pre, During and Post the end of Battle of Aleppo. (AUB, 2018)

The Shrinking Aleppo Pocket
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No published data was found concerning the number of returnees or the families
who stayed in Bab ANasr. Approximate numbers were estimated fraim primary
different unpublished sources regarding the households currently living in the
neighborhood. Therkt source was Mr. Aws AHayeb from the SARC (Syrian Arab
Red Crescent), Mr. AHayeb is theShelter Team leadém SARC. An informal
interview was conducted with him in June 2017. In early 2017, the SiBAitored the
number of returnees and the fansliwho did not leave during the conflict in
neighborhoods of the previously en@dsastern Aleppo. The talidelow (Figure 26)
shows that in 2017, 24 families resided BakN&Isr angdmore specifically92

individuals.
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Figure 26- Estimation of number of returning families in 2016to Eastern Aleppo by SARC.

The second source is Mr. Alaa-8hyed, a historian researcher and co
founder/ member of AFr i en éasedofganiBatidn wakking Na s r ¢
heavily on the rehabilitation and reconstruction of BéNAsr historical monuments
(Doucet, 2018)Thar projects and initiatives will be further discussed in the upcoming
sections of the thesis. He was also acting on behalf of the neighborhood residents as a
mediator forvoicing thedwellers' concemto the governmental bodies and/or
international commuties who were involved in the rehabilitation of the neighborhood.
Based on an interview conducted with Mr-@&4&yed on the 10th of February 2019, it

was then estimatetiat 50 families resided in Bab Al Nasr, which amounted to roughly

185 individuals: Mr. Al-Sayed also explained that a high proportion of the displaced

5 The numbers slightly increased in later stages of the research.
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families fled the country ancbuld notreturn for political reasons, resulting in other

internally dispaced families settling in the neighborhood.

2. Size and Structure of Households
As mentioned in the ownership sectibeforethe conflict, some of the

residences in Bab ANasr housed multiple familiesome who were related and others
who were notA surveywasdone byGangler (2001pn the households classified the
types of the househaddand identified the following types:

1 Nuclear family: where only one family resided in the dwelling

1 Extended Family: at least one person living in the Hooisl was not parf
the nuclear family

1 Multiple families: multiple unrelated families residedthe household.
The survey showed that 62 percenBab Al-Nasr householdaere of extended
families, 19 percent were nuclear familiaad another 19 percent were of mukipl
families. Thehousehtd's average siz&as 5.54 people per household and sometimes
ranged from one to 24 persons. The graph below shows the percentage of the different

sizes of the households of the neighborhood.

Size of Households

m12 7% 0% 19%
o34
H5-6 17%
o7-8

mo-10
o=10

21%

26%

Figure 27- Family structure of Bab Al-Nasr before the conflict, (Gangler, 2001; p. 23)
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Surveys were conducted to understand if the same household structures
persisted or new ones had evolved. Initially, no targeted number of interviewees was
set, since the housingpsk is not densely inhabited. The sampling was a probabilistic
guota sampling method. The questions were stractured and opeanded, conducted
and transcribed into Arabic. The final number of interviewees was 20.

The questions were the following:

1. Were you a resident of Bab Masrbeforethe conflict? If not, are you
related to the original owner of the property?

2. Do you share the residence with your nuclear family, or do you have any
extended family members residing with you?

The results showedhat five out of thewentyfamilies interviewed were
internally displaced families that fled their destroyed neighbads. All five of them
have declared that the residences were owned by their relatives outside the country at
the time of the interview. @n out ofthe remainindifteen families shared their dwelling
with at least one person outside their nuclear fartilyas also noted that six out of the
remainingdfifteen households interviewed were fembkaded families.

This brief inquiry confirmshie conti nuity of the famil.]
dwelling. It also shows the intensity of thaginal residerg’ massive displacemeaud
their replacement with an internally displaced population. Finally, it sheds light on a
postwar phenomenon aftting householdthe gender imbalance and the growth in the
number of females headed that have lost their huslmandale member® the

conflict.
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3. Education and Occupation

The study by Gangler in 2001 shows that the level of education of the

neighbor hoodads

women(Gangler, 2001)The surveys showed that almost one half of the male

population and twahirds of the female populatiovere either illiterate or had minimal

residents

wa s

ow,

Wi

t h

elementary educatidi@sangler,2001, p. 26) The survey also indicated that most

@ Ttliterate

M Elementary
O Preparatory
O Secondary
O College

O University

Education for Male

3% 6% 15%

O Illiterate

M Elementary
O Preparatory
O Secondary

O College

O University

22%

Education for Female

38%

Figure 28- Percentage of educational levsifor the female and

male prior to war (Gangler, 2001; p. 26, 27)

hi ghe

children would at least reach the end of elementary school before dropping out. The

numbers disclosed that only 5 percent of thgshat theelementary school ageere not

enrolled and 16 percent of girlwere reported to be not registered (ibid). University

degree attainment was also low for both genders, as shdvigure 28.

The conflict took a heavy toll on the educational sector in Aleppo, with many

schools srving as military bases during the conflictthe wake of the cessation of
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fighting in Aleppo in 2016, many educational facilities were listed asfmoctional
and had sustained substantial damage.
Aleppo suffered from the highest number of damagedatbnal facilities
amongst the Syrian cities, with 73% of its schools dachage approximately 49%
demolishedEducation Under Attack 201-8Syria, 2018) Consequently, school
enrollment rates dropped to 6 percehiR, CFBT, & SavetheChildren, 2015No
accurate data was f-wanemdmentandtetiueationadlevelsd ent s 6
However, based on conversations with the inhabitants, many children in the
neighborhood had to suspend their education due to displacenstmlling in the
neighborhood. At the time of the research, one schoolrwitht he nei ghbor hood
proximity was functional and prepared to r
The levels of unemployment were high in BabMesr before the conflict
Gangler (2001gstimated that 14% of the male population was unemployed, while 54%
of thefemale population wereither unemployed or housewives. However, the
percentage of working women was found to be higher in Balask than in other
parts of the city. Most of theorking male population was either employed in the
private or public sectoysvhile threequarters of the working female population were
public employee¢Gangler, 2001jFigure 29).
Additionally, it was noted that nearly all theusholds had two wage earners,
each providing for two or three other family members. Howevertivds of the entire
Bab Al-Nasr labor forcgenerated low income, reflecting the households' financial

hardship(Gangler, 2001)
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OPiece worker
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3%
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B Daily worker
O Jobless 13% 23%
Profession for Female
q q
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OJobless
B Marchent with shop

53%

Surveys done with the residents showed that unemployment continued

Figure 29- Profession percentages for the male and female population of Bab Masr before the
war (Gangler, 2001 p.28)

following the end of the conflict, with at least 50% unemployment acrosgjeatters.
However, the surveydid not specify whether those who were employed worked in the
Old City or werebusiness ownelig Bab AFNasr. Unemployed residents were also
guestioned about thamcome soure, results show that some of the households
depanded on financial assistance from humanitarian organizations or received financial
aid from their extended families living abroad. Additionally, surveys also showed that

five out of fitteen households had an underage income provider.
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4. Trends
This sectiorseeks tgresent trends related to the seeconomidcfabric of the
neighborhood.

a. Private SmalScale Rehabilitation Residential Projects

Field visits have also shown that some residents have rehabilitated their
dwellings. According to surveys conductedhathem,they have not received grants or
any financial aid compared to tB®uq area's business owners

Due to the lengthy process of acquiring rehabilitation permits, fieldwork
showed that some residents resorted to rehabilitating their dwellingshaifpmwithout
following any guidelineshat imposed some threats on the neighborhood's historical
fabric. These restoration projects would be carried out with minimal regard to the

continuity of material used imé&neighborhoodgnd the quality of the buil

5. Key Issues
According to field research, the social issues of Bablédr are the following:

1 Displacement of the original residents: the siege of BaNasr and other
nei ghborhoods in Al eppods eastern digstrict
residents. Despite the end of the battle, the Havidg conditions in the neighborhood
discouraged their return.

1 Settlement of IDPs (Internally Displaced Populations): following the conflict,
Bab AlNasr hoste@ninternally displaced population,pkacing tke original gopleof
Bab AlNasr.

1 Gender Imbalance: The deployment of men in the Syrian Army created high

death rates in the Syrian male population and a significant gender imbalance. This
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became apparent from research as many of then@dtouseholds lmame female
headed.

1 Female Unemployment: before the battle for Aleppo, female employment
rates were low due to low levels of education or social constraints. The/@ost
numbers showed that the war made it even more challenging for women to find jobs and
limited their accest® the job market.

1 Financially challenged households: As mentioned above, B&ba\ls r 0 s
social class was financially challenged priothtewar. The 18yearlong conflict
created an economic crisis that further worsened the loangitions of its inhbitants.

1 Limited access to child education: The shelling during the conflict destroyed
a lot of schools in Bab ANasr and in adjacent neighborhopdkich restricted children

access tanadequate education.

C.BabAl-Nasr 6 s BaivityiandeSecgl Facilities
This section seeks to talk about the
elaborates on the social facilities that are in the neighborhood. It then proceeds to

present the postonflict changes and challenges that have wedu

1. Type of Businsses in Bab ANasr

Prior to the war, the business activity of BabMdsr belonged to the
secondary and tertiary sectors; many of the businesses were of the SME (Small and
Medium Enterprises) categoiylost of the economic activity vgaoriented towards
saving the Old Souq in the Old City and addressing#s&dents of the Old City and

Al eppods r uareds busmeseaatviput piessere on many urban functions
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of the neighborhood, mainly noticed in the proliferation ofwlaeehouses and the
workshops into the residential stogangler, 2001)

Most businesses in the neighborhood consisted of retail and craft shops-BabrAl
was known for its stationery light industry, which was the main manufacturing and
distribution point to the city. klso hosted a lighhanufacturing activity famously
known for its Laurel soap proedeighdothamch Kk no wr
also contained many shoemaking, furnifaed mechanical workshopg&angler,

2001)

The shops were repartitioned in the neighborhood asisilAbdel Mounim Rya

Street's western part delimitpdmarily sold household equipment and industrial tools.
Al-Sijen Street encompassed a total of 180 wholesale shops for dry goédwarilak
and Noureddin EEinki Street, the northern and southermipeters of the

neighborhood, contained workshops, libraries, staigrshops, and wholesale shops for
industrial equipment. Finally, Souq-&lhabia, the main axis cutting through the
neighborhood's heaosted about 119 shops that serve the neighbordwod its
neighboringareagGangler, 2001)The soap factories were interwoven with the
residential stock of the neighborhoddgure 30 visualizes the commercial functions of

the neighborhoobieforethe war.
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Figure 30- Type of businesses in Bab ANasr prior to war based onGTZ (2001)and onautho r 6 s
mapping (author, 2020)

Based on field visits, it was apparent that the number of shops significantly
diminished following the conflict. In Souq Adhabia only 20 shops had been
rehabilitated and reopened at the beginning of the resear8ijeAl Steet was almost
completely inactive with a maximum of 7 operational shops. Al Khandak Street and
Noureddin EiZinki Street were relatively more operationgator! Reference source n
ot found) . Few of the Souqb6s traditional busin
workshops, small and mediustale industries, that have long been part of the
nei ghbor hood&s wenedhudogni Flglree3l).hCenvarsatmrg aere
conducted with the business owners to understancbtfifict's impat on the

nei ghbor hood&s héyexplaimee thas theacantliat has daused a decrease
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in the qualified laboforce, which challenges traditional crafts productiéuirthermore,
there was aignificantlack of demand for these goods as the economic market was still

recovering from yearsfavar and that consumer demand for products would take time

to recover.
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Figure 31- Photo of shops that are out of business in the after math
the conflict (author, 2020)

2. Social Facilities

This section seeks to describe the social facilities that serviced Bsdhasil
However, it does not only investigate the facilities that are located within the limits of

the neighborhood, but rather the ones that were also in its yithait might have

83



accommodated the residsif Bab AFNasr. The upcoming sections seek to elaborate
on the prior to conflict and pasbnflict state of the facilities per sector.

Prior tothewar, the neighborhood was surroundydmany facilitiesdirected to
the city's gaeral serviceather than directly benefiting the residents. The majority of
the facilities that existed in the neighborhood and its surroundings were fotytee
administrative servicelhe neighborhood and its surroundings lacketeemnal
facilities and social activities organized for the youth, women, and the elderly,
especially during the nighttime where few facilities operated (Gangler, 2001). Based on
field visits,many of these facilities were either destroyed or stoppeciipgin the

aftemath of the conflict

a. Educational Services
Generally, there @re enough educational facilities in the neighborhood and its

surroundings; five elementary and two preparatory aeased in the area. The area

also hosted two religiouschools but lackeklindergartens. Most schools were either
located in newly constructed buildings or in historical buildings (Gangler, 2001). In the
aftermath of the conflict, only one primary, one religious and one kindergarten remained
operational. It wa later discoverethat the kindergarten was a private institution and

thus did not accommodate the lovwecome residents.

b. Religious Services
Beforethe war, the neighborhood contained many religious facilities amassed

throughout history (Gangler, 200Zhey are composkeof large mosques such as the
Al-Osmaniyeh Mosque and many other smaller ones (masjids). As previously

mentioned, there grealso two Islamic madrasahs (Religious Schools). On the north of
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the neighbor hoodds Iteisdocated, Muslilh santes shtinke phy s
exists.A synagogue is located in the western parts of the neighbdemuta shrine
dedicated to a Jewish saint (Gangler, 2001). Although the conflict damaged many of

these religious facilities, they were among tingt fehabilitated buildings

c. Health Services
Beforethe war there was a lack of health services. Two small health facilities

existed on the opposite edge of the neighborhood, a night clinic on theneaste

boundaryand a small health center on thesteen limits. Yet, they were not enough to
service the neighborhood and its surroundi
had to commute to thaty's western districtbor proper health facilitiesGangler,

2001). These two health facilities westeut down due to the conflict and did not reopen

despite therea's repopulation

d. Tourist and Recreational Services
The area was very poorly serviced in terms of facilities that would serve the

tourism sedair prior to the war. One hotel existed in thesteen boundaries of the

neighborhood. The main recreational services that could have served the tourism sector
were cafes and restaurants that mainly served the male population and the daytime

working populaibn. Furthermore, according to (Gangler, 200 other entertainment

facilities which existed were two celebration halls for social events and weddings.

However, there were no recreational facilities provided foatka's residentsnainly
duetothedck of open spaces auwbabfhbeicc Bhe eads dens
neighborhood also contained two bathhoyBeblic Hammams)Only one was

functionalbeforethe war, while the other one was converted into a makeshift workshop.

85



After the conflict, theifre-star hotel is stilbperdional, yet basedromultiple field

visits, the cafegestaurantsand bathhouses have yet to reopen.

e. Administrative Services
The majority of the cityds administrat

On the western edge of the neighborhood, the newly impléoiktings hosted some

administrative buildings. Therwas also a police station in the north of the

Legend

Kindergartens Religious Buildings
Elementary Schools Religious Schools
Preparatory Schools Health Care Services
I Secondary Schools Baths
I Social Services Administrative Buildings
1 BN Celebration Hall
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o L7 000

Figure 32- Social Facilities in Bab AlNasr and areas inproximity prior to war based on GTZ (2001), (author,
2020)

neighborhood in the vicinity of the physical gate of BakN&lsr. The war has caused

the relocation of these services to other satgrdistricts(Gangler, 2001)
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3. Trends
This section identifies the trends impacting the relitabon of the commercial

activities and the social facilities of Bab-Nlsr during the poswar period.

a. The Rehabilitation of Soug AXhabieh by the UNDP in partnership with the

Municipality of Alego

The UNDP in partnership with the Greek Orthodaxidiocese, Roman
Catholic Archbishopric, and the Syrian Orthodox Archdiocese and throu@wike
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDi8¢ Government of Japan launched
the rehabilitation of AKhabiyeh Souq located at the heart of BakN&isr. t started
with rehabilitating the Souqgds water |infre
the shops. It also assisted the first returning business owners in recovering their
businesses by allotitag them grants to replenish
their merchandise. Th&oject then proceeded to rehabilitate the facades of the shops.

(UNDP, 2019)
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Figure 33- Photos of the Rehabilitation of Souq AlKhabiyeh Beforeanddu i ng t he UNDPOGs
souq before the | aunch of the project, bottom ri
the rehabilitation of the shopsdé facade=)nAleppdr ot
(photographer), 2018; Souraya Zureick, 2019)

b. Private SmalScale Commercial Rehabilitation Projects

When Bab AlNasr once again became accessible faligvithe end of the
battle in December 2016usiness ownerand residents returned andeeuted small
scale rehabilitation and reconstruction projécttheir shops. This mainly happened in

response to two laws passed in Syria. The first declaring ifnaneocial property is
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destroyed, its oneprotected lease would be voided. The seconddaavs Sy r i adés L a
no.10 in November of 2018, which required all owners to declare their properties in
person (often requiring payment of baekes) within one year oisk losing the
property(Abu Ahmad, 2018)Those who fail to do so will lose ownership of the

propery and not be compensated for the loss. giloperty's tittle deedould be

regained byhe city, town or province in which the property is locat@bu Ahmad,

2018, para. 3)This has prompted a frenzy in some private owners or leaseholders who
have lost official title deed$iastily conduct refurbishment on their diveds and
businesset defacto create proof of their ownership. These business owr@mnot
proceed with any rehabilitation activity without acquiring municipal approval,

validation from the Directorate of Antiquities ahtiseum<andfrom the Directoate

of the Old City of Aleppd, to assure thhkistorical buildingstehabilitation procesis

conform to heritage preservation guidelines.

4. Key Issues
According to field research, the issues facingBatNAl s r 6 s busi ness &
and social facilities arthe following:
1 Limited work opportunities and low demand
9 Shops relocated outside the neighborhood into safer areas: The displacement
of businesses highly affected theighborhood's commercial activitpespite the
cessation of the battle for Aleppodatine rehabilitabn of parts of the Souq, some

businesses still did not return to BabMsr.

5 The Directorate of the Antiquities and Museums of Alejgp@sponsible fothe execution of
the laws of heritage preservation and protection in the Old City.

"The Directorate of the Old City is a subdivis
to guide rehabilitation projects in the Old Ci{tyNESCO, n.€a).
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1 Shift in the nature of the economic activity of the Souq: Most of the shops
that reopened in Bab ANasr have changed the nature of their business, with f#wer
them selling duristoriented local artifacts and more focus on local needs.

1 Lack of a qualified labor force

1 Financially challenged businesses

1 Lack of recreational and social facilities for the residents

9 Lack of services for the accommodation af tburists

D. Cultur al Heritage Profile
This section introduces a holistic understandinBaif Al-Nasr's heritage

where both its tangible and intangible heritage are defined. Its built heritage is visible in
the architectural artifacts and its urban laydts intangibleheritage is marked by its
local trade and local crafts production that has been part of the neighborhood's
economic activitysince its early establishment.

This section will first start by elaborating on the-prar condition of the
cultural heritage anthen will compare it to the implications of the war. It will then
discuss he trends i mpacting the rehabilitati ol

and end with listing the identified key issues.

1. The Built Heritage

The built heitage in the casef Bab AFNasr can be subdivided into two
categories: architectural and urban. In additiontoBablAls r 6 s monument s ai
landmarks, some of which date back 5000 years, its cobblestone roads, street layout,

and morphologgan also be coideredpart of then e i g h b chuil rertad@irs
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addition to edifices. This is important to define and include both building and street

rehabilitation under the umbrella of heritage rehabilitation.

a. The Urban Morphology of the Neighborhood

Bab AlNag dates back to thearliest establishments of the Old City of Aleppo
during the Roman Hellenistic peri¢gigure 34). It was among the seven gates which
served agnentry point to the walled Romdtellenistic city( Mi r oJ I u, 2005; T
2010) The city was then consecutively ruled by the Umagyagyubids, Mamelukes,
and Ottomans, leaving behirkir architecture trac€Qudsi, 2016, p. 10; Lawrence J.
Vale & Thomas J. Campanella, 2005)

BabAFNasr 6 s wur ban f abheritage lnyerpadentsile nt s a ma s
many significant historical components thatve evolved over centuries. The
establishment of the Souq area is based on a @Renwn grid that is sustained to the
present day (Burns, 2017) and its medieval spatial character and morphological
structure is apparent in its inner narrow streets;de-sacsand its low rise dense
residenti al buildings (Massoud, 2019; Mirc
housing stock is a valwuable aspect of the
surounding the Bab ANasr gate earliest inhabitancaswduring the Byzantine Period
due to an influx of Jews to the city thsattled in the northeraastern quadrant of the
walled city( Gaube & Wi rt R005; Ne&yBad2010)Mhierefarg BabuAl-
Nasr was nowealled Bab AlYahud (Gate of the Jews) because of its closeness to the
Jewish neighborhood8urns, 2017; Gaube & Wirth, 1984; Mansel, 2016; Tabbaa,

2010) It was not until the seventh century whisrabs and Muslim conquered the city,
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that families started settling in the area (Gaube & Wirth, 1884;r oJ | u, 2005; N

2010; Tabbaa, 2010).
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Figure 34- Map of Old Aleppo's and Bab AlNasr's (encircled in black) historic developmen(BTU,
2020)

Like the resof theold city's residential parcelBab AFNasr reglential
buil dings consist of traditional courtyarc
courtyards and one to twaiory rooms around theourtyard facing inwardsind there is
littletonoopeningnt o t he outsi de s({Qudei,&016 p.90 preser
This typology of architecture has existed in theghborhoods of Aleppo since
medieval times and has persisted in the historic neighborhoods of Aleppo to this date
( Mi r o 9). HigwevearQin 1947, riots broke out in Aleppo following the United
Nations vote to partition Palestine, and mobs targeted the Jewish oimms a

result, the Arab Jews gradually started fleeigpfo(Zenner, 2000)
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According toGangler's studiyn 2001, he neighborhood was facing
deterioration due to highoagestion, aging housing stoeind outdated infrastructure
coupled with the financial inability of its residents to conduct mainten@aegler,
2001)

As menioned earlier the war heavily damaged and endangered the historic
urban fabric of the neighborhoddespite the reabilitation efforts, none approached
the neighborhood as a historical entity; the housing stock received no attention and was

not targeed within any of theneighborhood's rehabilitation plans
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Figure 35 Photo of a damaged and usrehabilitated histori cal house in Bab Al
Nasr (author, 2020)

Bab Al-Nasr was aital tourist site for its history anldcation in the Old City
of Aleppo. Prior to the war, Aleppo was oneSgfria's main tourist attractionsainly
for its rich history and hé@age(Antipolis, 2002 ) According toRabenau (2010%.0
million international tourists visited the citsgpresentin@.1 perent of its annual

growth with 4.4 million visitors in 2003 (p. 38). Unfortunatetipe to the wathe
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tourismsec or di mi ni shed significantly. The Min
tourismhasuf fered the most (AbAmabiyag2018)The Sy r i ad s
destruction and weak securitydueo i nst abi l ity poses major |

tourism sectofRao, 2018)

b. The Monuments

Historians oncur that Bab ANasr contains approximately 68 historical
monumers composed of single monuments and constellations of buildings of hadtoric
architectural characteristicltingback to different era@angler, 2001§Figure 36 and

Figure 37).

1 Jewish Synagogue
2 Al Omari Mosque
3 Janopolad Palace
4 Taki Al-Din Mosque
5 Al-Kadi Hamam

6 Al Ghafikiyeh Madrasa —
7 Al-Mahmandar Mosque

8 Al-Medmar Mosque

9 Al-Zanabili Laurel Soap Factory

10 Al-Osmniyeh Mosque and Madrasa

11 Al-Jbaily Laurel Soap Factory
12 Al-Sheikh Ali Al-Hindi Mosque

13 Azdamor Hamam 3 (T 653 E: i3 i i g

14 Nour Al-Din Mosque - B B ,7 vy i |

15 Sankalar Mosque s 5 }} Bk
16 Traditional Coffee House X N i bt f i
17 Kaysariyet Al - Melii ; {

18 Bab Al-Nasr Gate and Khidr Shrine || 2 e

19 Bab Al-Nasr Police Station

O
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Figure 36- Map representingBab AFNa sr 6 s di f f e r(author,200@ nument s
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Legend:
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Figure 37- l\./l‘ép of BaB Al-Nasr's hiéforical monuments cate@rized based on the date of their
establishment (BTU, 2020)

However, only 56 monuments are classified and presidoy the Ministry of
Culture. Since the area was subject to modey planning16 were demolished and
replaced by higirise buildings or wee left vacantBeforewar, these monuments were
historically important anderved commercial and social functionghe neighborhood
(Gangler, 2001)Many of the monuments are privately owned or are historicatjoess

owned by the Directorate tdlamic Endowments (AlAwgaf) (Figure 39)

96



Figure 38- Functions oftheneigh bor hooddés hi storical monuments (BTU
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