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ABSTRACT
This article deals with the implementation of the characteristic boundary
condition, also known as the pressure far field boundary condition, in seg-
regated pressure-based flow solvers. This boundary condition applies the
Riemann invariants to determine the flow variables at domain inlets and
outlets. The newly developed method is implemented in a cell-centered
unstructured grid code following a finite volume discretization. Testing is
performed by solving the following problems: turbulent flow over a flat
plate; inviscid transonic flow over a circular are bump; inviscid supersonic
flow over three equidistant circular arc bumps; turbulent flow over an axi-
symmetric transonic bump; turbulent flow over a NACA 0012 airfoil at 10�
angle of attack; and turbulent flow over the three-dimensional ONERA M6
wing at 3.06� angle of attack. Predictions with the current pressure-based
solver are compared with similar ones generated using a density-based
method and with experimental data. Results are in excellent agreement.
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1. Introduction

Numerical techniques for solving the Navier-stokes equations are well developed and methods
such as the Finite Volume Method (FVM) and Finite Element Method are capable of predicting
flows in complex geometries. The implementation of these methods followed two routes denoted
in the literature by the density-based and pressure-based approaches.

The density-based approach [1–5] was originally developed to solve compressible flow prob-
lems, and then extended through the pseudo or artificial compressibility technique [6, 7] to han-
dle incompressible flows. To overcome the decrease in the convergence rate and ensure
convergence over all speed ranges, preconditioning of the stiff matrices was introduced and sev-
eral methods [8–12] following this approach have been developed.

On the other hand, the pressure based method [13–24] was originally developed for the solu-
tion of incompressible flow problems, and then extended to handle compressible flow problems
[19–24] allowing solutions to be obtained over the entire flow spectrum from low subsonic to
hypersonic including transonic flows. This article follows the pressure-based approach.

These methods generate numerical solutions by solving the set of conservation equations sub-
ject to prescribed boundary conditions. Depending on the physical situation, different boundary
conditions are encountered [25, 26]. In a recent article [27] the authors have described the imple-
mentation, within a pressure-based solver, of several boundary conditions for both incompressible
and compressible flows. An interesting boundary condition that was not covered in [27] is the
pressure far field boundary condition. This boundary condition is also known as the characteristic
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boundary condition because it applies the Riemann invariants, which correspond to incoming
and outgoing characteristics waves, to determine the flow variables at the boundaries. Even
though this boundary condition is well developed and accurately described for density-based
methods [28–30], its implementation in pressure-based solvers is still not well documented in the
literature. Except for the article by Mathur and Murthy [31], the authors were not able to find
any work describing its derivation and implementation in a pressure-based solver. It is the object-
ive of this work to perform this task.

The article is organized as follows: First, the set of conservation equations governing compress-
ible flow is reviewed. Then the algebraic equations resulting from discretizing the conservation
equations in the context of the FVM are briefly presented. This is followed by a detailed analysis
of the far field Riemann invariant boundary condition and its implementation in a pressure based
solver. Finally, the new technique is implemented in an unstructured grid, pressure-based, Finite
Volume flow solver and used to solve for a number of inviscid and turbulent compressible sub-
sonic, transonic, and supersonic test cases.

2. The governing equations

The prediction of turbulent compressible flows necessitates solving the continuity, momentum,
energy, and turbulence model equations. Adopting the Spalart-Allmaras one equation turbulence
model [32–34], these equations are given, respectively, by

@q
@t

þr � qvð Þ ¼ 0 (1)

@

@t
qv½ � þ r � qvvf g ¼ �rpþ r � s½ � þ fb (2)

@
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qcpT
� �þr � qcpvT

� � ¼ r � lcp
Pr

þ ltcp
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� �
rT

� 	
þ qT

Dcp
Dt

þ Dp
Dt

þ s : rv þ _qV (3)

Nomenclature

c speed of sound; also chord length
cp specific heat at constant pressure
d normal distance to the nearest wall
D tensor operator
D scalar in Eq. (17)
fb body force per unit volume
I identity matrix
M Mach number
_m mass flow rate
n outward normal unit vector
p pressure
Pr laminar Prandtl number
Prt turbulent Prandtl number
p
0

pressure correction
_qV heat generation per unit volume
Q/ source term in general equation
R gas constant
R�ðRþÞ Riemann invariant corresponding to

incoming (outgoing) characteristic waves
S surface vector
S magnitude of S
sb entropy at inflow/outflow
t time

T temperature
U velocity component normal to boundary
v velocity vector
Greek symbols
/ general scalar variableldynamic viscosity
lt turbulent viscosity
~� kinematic eddy viscosity
c specific heat ratio
C/ diffusion coefficient in general equation
q fluid density s deviatoric stress tensor
Subscripts
b refers to boundary
C refers to main grid point
1 refers to free stream
Superscripts
v refers to velocity
T refers to the transpose of a vector
n refers to value at the previous iteration
� refers to an interpolated value
� refers to an updated value during

an iteration
0 refers to correction
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where v; p; T; ~�; q; fb; cp; l; and _qV represent the velocity vector, pressure, temperature, kine-
matic eddy viscosity, density, body force per unit volume, specific heat at constant pressure,
dynamic viscosity, and heat generation per unit volume, respectively. In addition, s represents the
stress tensor, which, using the Boussinesq assumption is expressed as

s ¼ lþ ltð Þ rv þ rvð ÞT
n o

� 2
3

lþ ltð Þ r � vð ÞI� 2
3
qkI (5)

where k is the turbulence kinetic energy and the expressions for the calculation of the various
terms in Eq. (4) in addition to the turbulent viscosity and model constants can be found in
[32–34]. Because the turbulent kinetic energy is not readily available when using the Spalart-
Allmaras turbulence model, its contribution to the shear stress is neglected in Eq. (5). Moreover,
for compressible flow, an equation of state relating density to temperature and pressure is
required. For an ideal gas this equation is given by

q ¼ p
RT

(6)

where R is the gas constant.

3. The discretized equations

If / denotes a scalar variable, then the conservation Eqs. (1)–(4) can be written in the follow-
ing general form:

@

@t
ðq/Þ|fflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflffl}

transient�term

þ r � ½qv/�|fflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflffl}
convection�term

¼ r � ½C/r/�|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}
diffusion�term

þ Q/|{z}
source�term

(7)

where the expressions for C/ and Q/ can be deduced from the parent equation. Therefore,
the discretization of the mass, momentum, energy, or kinematic eddy viscosity equation
reduces to the discretization of the general conservation Eq. (7). Since the work adopts a
finite volume method, the first step is to subdivide the computational domain into a number
of non-overlapping cells, each associated with a grid point placed at its centroid (Figure 1a).
The second step produces a semi-discretized form of the conservation equation by integrating
the equation over an element and transforming the volume integrals of the convection and
diffusion fluxes into surface integrals with the aid of the divergence theorem. In a final step,
profiles approximating the variation of / between cell centroids yields the final algebraic
form of the equation.

The discretization of the diffusion flux follows a semi-implicit scheme [35–40] that splits
the flux into two parts. The first part is treated implicitly, while the second part is evaluated
explicitly and added as a source in a deferred correction manner. For the discretization of the
convection flux, the second order minmod scheme [41] is adopted and applied in the context
of the NVF methodology [41] following the deferred correction approach of Khosla and
Rubin [42]. The discretization of the transient term follows either a first or a second order
temporal scheme [43]. Finally, the method evaluates the remaining terms explicitly by assum-
ing their values at the cell centroid to be equal to their mean values over the whole element.
This yields an algebraic equation that represents the numerical equivalent of the original con-
servation equation. Details on this procedure can be found in the literature (e.g. [16, 19]). A
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Figure 1. (a) Domain discretization into a number of elements; (b) characteristics at a boundary; (c) a boundary element.
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similar equation results in every element with their collection forming an algebraic system
that is solved iteratively, subject to boundary conditions described next, until a converged
solution is obtained.

To evaluate the pressure field, a pressure correction p0 (p0 ¼ p�p�; where p� is the solution from
the previous iteration) is defined and a pressure correction equation is derived by combining the dis-
cretized momentum and continuity equations as in the SIMPLE procedure of Patankar [13, 16, 19].

Since a collocated grid is used, checkerboard pressure and velocity fields are suppressed
through the use of the Rhie-Chow interpolation technique [19, 44] according to which the vel-
ocity at cell faces is computed as

vf ¼ vf �Dv
f rpf �rpf
� �

(8)

In Eq. (8), the bar indicates a value obtained by interpolation.

4. Pressure far field boundary condition

To close the system of algebraic equations, boundary conditions are required. Many of the
encountered boundary conditions were discussed in [27]. The focus here is on the implementa-
tion in a pressure-based solver of the pressure far field boundary condition that was not covered
in [27]. This boundary condition is known also as the characteristic boundary condition because
it applies the Riemann invariants, which correspond to incoming and outgoing characteristics
waves, to determine the flow variables at the boundaries. It is applicable to both subsonic and
supersonic flows at domain inlets and outlets. This boundary condition requires the complete
specification of the free-stream conditions in terms of velocity, pressure, and temperature and is
applicable when the density is calculated using the ideal gas equation of state.

4.1. Pressure far field equations

The Riemann invariants corresponding to the incoming ðR�Þ and outgoing ðRþÞ characteristic
waves, schematically depicted in Figure 1b, are given by

Rþ ¼ UC þ 2cC
c� 1

R� ¼ U1 � 2c1
c� 1

(9)

In the above equation and the equations to follow, subscripts c; 1; and b represent conditions at
the first interior grid point ðcÞ; in the free-stream ð1Þ; and along the boundary ðbÞ: Moreover, U
represents the component of the velocity vector normal to the boundary. Denoting the outward unit
surface vector at the boundary by nb; this normal velocity component can be expressed as

U ¼ v � nb (10)

In addition, c represents the speed of sound computed as

c ¼
ffiffiffiffiffi
cp
q

r
¼

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
cRT

p
(11)

The normal component of velocity and speed of sound at the boundary are computed from
the Riemann invariants as

Ub ¼ vb � nb ¼ 1
2

Rþ þ R�ð Þ cb ¼ c�1
4

Rþ � R�ð Þ (12)
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Substitution of Eq. (9) in Eq. (12) leads to the following expressions for Ub and cb :

Ub ¼ 1
2

Uc þ U1ð Þ� 1
c� 1

c1 � cCð Þ cb ¼ � c�1
4

U1 � Ucð Þ þ 1
2

c1 þ cCð Þ (13)

Assuming an ideal gas flow, the boundary entropy, density, and pressure at inlets and outlets
are computed as

sb ¼
c2C

cqc�1
c

outflow

c21
cqc�1

1
inflow

qb ¼
c2b
csb

 !1= c�1ð Þ

pb ¼ qbc
2
b

c

8>>>><
>>>>:

(14)

4.2. Implementation of pressure far field in segregated pressure-based solvers

Implementation of this boundary condition in a segregated pressure-based solver requires deriving
an equation for boundary pressure correction from which the pressure pb; density qb; velocity vb;
and mass flow rate _mb can be calculated. This allows the calculation of the pressure gradient and
convective fluxes while the shear stress sb is set to zero since the flow is assumed locally inviscid.

In a segregated pressure-based algorithm, a better estimate to the value of any variable / ð/ ¼
p;U; v; _m; qÞ is assumed to be obtained by adding a correction denoted by /0 to an existing esti-
mate /� such that

/ ¼ /� þ /0 (15)

where the superscript � refers to the latest available value during an iteration. Along a boundary
face (Figure 1c), the mass flow rate can be expressed as

_mb ¼ _m�
b þ _m0

b ¼ q�b þ q0b
� �

U�
b þ U 0

b

� �
Sb �q�bU

�
bSb þ q�bU

0
bSb þ q0bU

�
bSb (16)

Through the use of the Rhie-Chow interpolation (Eq. (8)), the velocity correction at the
boundary face can be written as

v0b ¼ �DCrp0b ) U 0
bSb ¼ �DCrp0b � Sb ) U 0

bSb ��DC p0b � p0C
� �

(17)

where boundary face average is written in terms of the element value [19, 27]. Moreover, trans-
forming Eq. (13) into an equation relating correction values yields

Ub ¼ 1
2

Uc þ U1ð Þ� 1
c� 1

c1 � cCð Þ ) U 0
b ¼

1
2
U 0

c þ
1

c� 1
c0C

cb ¼ � c�1
4

U1 � Ucð Þ þ 1
2

c1 þ cCð Þ ) c0b ¼
c�1
4

U 0
c þ

1
2
c0C

9>>=
>>;) c0b ¼

c�1
2

U 0
b (18)

Differentiating pressure with respect to density and density with respect to speed of sound
leads to

pb ¼ qbc
2
b

c
) @pb

@qb
¼ c2b

c

qb ¼
c2b
csb

 !1= c�1ð Þ
) @qb

@cb
¼ 1

c� 1
c2b
csb

 !�1þ1= c�1ð Þ
2cb
csb

¼ 2
c� 1

c2b
csb

 !1= c�1ð Þ
1
cb

(19)
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From a truncated Taylor series expansion, density and pressure corrections can be expressed as

q0b ¼
@qb
@cb

c0b ) q0b ¼
2

c� 1
c2b
csb

 !1= c�1ð Þ
1
cb
c0b ¼

1
cb

c2b
csb

 !1= c�1ð Þ
U 0

b (20)

p0b ¼
@pb
@qb

q0b ¼
cb
c

c2b
csb

 !1= c�1ð Þ

U 0
b ¼

sb
cb

c2b
csb

 !c= c�1ð Þ

U 0
b (21)

Substituting Eq. (21) into Eq. (17) yields

U 0
bSb ¼ �DC

sb
cb

c2b
csb

 !c= c�1ð Þ

U 0
b � p0C

0
@

1
A) U 0

b ¼
DC

Sb þDC
sb
cb

c2b
csb

� �c= c�1ð Þ p
0
C (22)

Using Eq. (22) leads to the following expressions for the pressure and mass flow rate correc-
tions, in terms of pressure correction, at a boundary face centroid:

p0b ¼
pb
cb
DC

Sb þ pb
cb
DC

p0C (23)

_m0
b ¼ q�bU

0
bSb þ q0bU

�
bSb ¼

q�bDCSb
Sb þ pb

cb
DC

1þ U�
b

cb

� �
p0C (24)

Following the procedure described in [27], Eq. (24) allows modifying the coefficients of the
pressure correction equation along the boundary face. After solving the pressure correction equa-
tion, the boundary values of pressure, density, velocity, temperature, and mass flow rate are
updated to satisfy mass conservation. These values are used in solving the momentum and energy
equations as specified velocity and static temperature boundary conditions.

5. Results and discussion

Several test cases involving the pressure far field boundary condition are considered. When avail-
able, results are compared with similar ones obtained using a density-based method and reported
on the Langely research center website [45]. For these cases, the grid of average size posted on
the website is used. Results obtained using these grid systems are compared with those reported
on the website using the densest grid. Moreover, the one-equation Spalarat-Allmaras turbulence
model is adopted for solving the turbulent flow cases.

5.1. Case 1: Turbulent flow over a flat plate with zero pressure gradient

The first problem deals with predicting the turbulent flow over a flat plate. Figure 2a depicts a sche-
matic of the physical situation and boundary conditions used. Along the upper horizontal boundary,
which is at a distance of 1m away from the wall, the pressure far field boundary condition is applied.
The plate length is 2m and the domain inlet is set 1/3m upstream of the plate. The problem is
solved for a free-stream Mach number M1; temperature T1; and mid-plate Reynolds number with
values of 0.2, 300K, and 5� 106, respectively. As shown in Figure 2b, a non-uniform grid system is
used with denser clustering in the boundary layer and at the plate leading edge.

Results generated are reported in Figures 2c–2f. The variation of the skin friction coefficient
ðcf Þ over the plate is displayed in Figure 2c. As shown, the computed profile falls on top of the
one reported in [44] and obtained using a density-based method. In addition, cf values are very
close to measured data reported by Weighardt [46]. The predicted uþ versus yþ profile is dis-
played in Figure 2d and compared with similar theoretical ones in the log-layer and viscous-
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sublayer, with measured data reported by Weighardt [46], and with numerical density-based pre-
dictions published in [45]. As shown pressure-based and density-based profiles are on top of each
other and very close to measured values. Figure 2e shows vector plots of the velocity profile near
the plate surface. The linear variation of velocity in the viscous sub-layer is clear. Finally, the gen-
erated velocity profiles at two axial stations are compared with similar ones generated using
CFL3D [45] in Figure 2f. As shown, excellent agreement is obtained. Results demonstrate the cor-
rectness of implementation of the pressure far field boundary condition.

Figure 2. Subsonic turbulent flow over a flat plate; (a) physical situation and boundary conditions; (b) grid system used; (c) com-
parison of the skin friction coefficient along the plate surface with measurements [46] and numerical results generated using
CFL3D [45]; (d) comparison of uþ versus yþ values at x¼ 0.97 m with measurements [46], theoretical, and numerical values
[45]; (e) vector plots showing the velocity profile at x¼ 1.012 m; (f) comparison of velocity profiles at two axial stations with
similar profiles obtained using CFL3D [45].
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5.2. Case 2: Inviscid transonic flow over a circular arc bump

To test their numerical methods, workers have used this well-known configuration extensively
(e.g. [22, 27]). A schematic of the physical domain showing the applied boundary conditions is
depicted in Figure 3a. The width of the channel ðHÞ is equal to the length of the circular arc
bump ðcÞ: The maximum height of the bump is h=c ¼ 0:1: The flow is treated as inviscid and
the slip condition is enforced on all walls. The pressure far field boundary condition is applied at
inlet to the domain. With a free stream Mach number value of 0.675, the flow becomes super-
sonic over the bump, passes through a shock wave and exits as subsonic.

Figure 3. Transonic inviscid flow over a circular arc bump in a channel; (a) physical situation and boundary conditions; (b) Mach
contours generated using the proposed methodology; (c) Mach contours reported by Demirdzic et al. [22].
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Mach number contours over the domain generated by the current pressure-based solver with a
pressure far field boundary condition applied at inlet and displayed in Figure 3b are seen to be in
excellent agreement with similar contours reported by Demirdzic et al. [22] and presented in
Figure 3c. This is another demonstration of the validity of the newly developed treatment of the
pressure far field boundary condition.

5.3. Case 3: Inviscid supersonic flow over three equidistant circular arc bumps

This configuration schematically depicted in Figure 4a is geometrically similar to the previous
one except that h=c ¼ 0:04 and three circular arc bumps placed in series are used. Again, the
pressure far field boundary condition is applied at inlet to the domain. However, the free stream
Mach number is set to 1.65, leading to a supersonic flow in the computational domain. The flow
is treated as inviscid and the slip condition is applied on walls. The problem is solved for the

Figure 4. Supersonic inviscid flow over three circular arc bumps in a channel; (a) physical situation and boundary conditions; (b)
Mach contours generated by applying a slip wall boundary condition on the upper horizontal boundary; (c) Mach contours gen-
erated by applying a specified pressure boundary condition on the upper horizontal boundary; (d) Mach contours generated by
applying a pressure far field boundary condition on the upper horizontal boundary.
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case when the upper horizontal boundary is treated as a slip wall and the case when it is treated
as a far field boundary. In the latter case, two boundary conditions are applied for comparison;
namely, a specified static pressure and a pressure far field.

Mach contours over the domain for the different boundary conditions are presented in Figures
4b–4d. For the slip wall boundary condition on the upper horizontal boundary, results are
depicted in Figure 4b. The reflections of the oblique shock waves at the upper wall and their
interaction with the shock waves emanating from the lower wall are easily seen in the plot. For
the case when a static pressure boundary condition is applied on the upper horizontal boundary,
the shock structure over the domain shown in Figure 4c is very similar to that obtained with a
slip wall condition, indicating high reflection at that boundary. This wave reflection into the
domain is highly reduced with the pressure far field boundary condition (Figure 4d). This reflec-
tion could be eliminated by applying the pressure far field condition farther away from the wall,
as demonstrated next.

5.4. Case 4: Turbulent flow over an axisymmetric transonic bump

In this test case schematically depicted in Figure 5a, axisymmetric geometry is considered. Unlike
the previous two configurations, the flow over the bump is treated as turbulent. The lower hori-
zontal boundary and bump are treated as adiabatic no slip walls. The remaining boundaries are
modeled as pressure far field boundary conditions as they are applied far away from any influ-
ence of the bump. The problem is solved for a free stream Mach number, temperature, and
Reynolds number of values 0.875, 300K, and 2.763� 106, respectively. The Reynolds number is
computed based on a chord of unit length. Isobars and Mach contours over the domain are
depicted in Figures 5b, c, respectively. The transonic nature of the flow can be inferred easily
from the plots, which show the shock wave formation over the bump. Because the pressure far
field boundary condition is applied far away from the bump, no wave reflection into the
domain occurs.

Figure 6 depicts comparisons of current results with experimental data [47] and similar
numerical results generated using CFL3D [45]. The pressure coefficient over the bump is dis-
played in Figure 6a. As shown current and CFL3D numerical results are in good agreement and
close to measurements. The difference between numerical results and experimental data is attrib-
uted to the Spalart-Allmaras turbulence model used. The variations in the skin friction coefficient
reported in Figure 6b indicate that current predictions are in excellent agreement with values
obtained using CFL3D [45]. This is equally true for the velocity profiles at different axial loca-
tions reported in Figure 6c, with y’ representing the local distance from the wall. Numerical
results are in very good agreement and are very close to measured values. Finally, the streamlines
plotted in Figure 6d clearly show the separation region at the trailing edge of the bump. Once
more, results generated demonstrate the correctness of the suggested treatment for the pressure
far field boundary condition.

5.5. Case 5: Turbulent flow over a NACA 0012 airfoil at 10� angle of attach

The physical situation and boundary conditions for this test case are depicted in Figure 7a. The
far field boundary is placed at a distance of 500 chords around the airfoil. The no-slip boundary
condition is applied on the adiabatic airfoil surface while the pressure far field boundary condi-
tion is applied on the far field boundary. The turbulent flow problem is solved for a free stream
Mach number, static temperature, and Reynolds number per unit chord (c) with values of 0.15,
300K, and 6� 106, respectively. The flow approaches the airfoil at an angle of attack a¼ 108:
Figure 7b depicts the streamlines around the leading edge of the airfoil and clearly shows the
location of the stagnation point on its lower surface. Comparisons of current predictions with
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Figure 5. Transonic turbulent flow over an axisymmetric bump; (a) physical situation and boundary conditions; (b) isobars over
the domain; (c) Mach contours over the domain.
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similar numerical results reported in [45] and the experimental data of Gregory and O’reilly [48]
are displayed in Figures 7c, d. As shown, numerical predictions of the pressure coefficient cp
(Figure 7c) and the skin-friction coefficient cf (Figure 7d) are on top of each other and the pres-
sure coefficient over the upper surface of the airfoil (Figure 7c) is in excellent agreement with
measurements. Results demonstrate one more time the correct implementation in a pressure-
based solver of the pressure far field boundary condition.

5.6. Case 6: Turbulent flow over the three-dimensional ONERA M6 wing at 3.06� angle
of attach

Figure 8a depicts the physical situation and boundary conditions for this test case. In order to
reduce the size of the three-dimensional computational grid, the far field boundary is placed at a

Figure 6. Comparison for the transonic turbulent flow over an axisymmetric bump of (a) the pressure coefficient over the bump
surface, (b) the skin friction coefficient over the entire wall, and (c) the velocity profiles at several axial locations with experimen-
tal data [47] and/or similar numerical results generated using the CFL3D code [45]; (d) streamlines showing the recirculation
region at the bump trailing edge.
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distance of only 10 chords around the wing. This may slightly affect the accuracy of predictions.
The no-slip boundary condition is applied on the adiabatic wing surface; the slip boundary condi-
tion is enforced on the vertical plane, while the pressure far field boundary condition is imposed
on the far field boundary. The turbulent flow problem is solved for a free stream Mach number,
static temperature, and Reynolds number per unit chord (c) with values of 0.84, 300K, and
14.6� 106, respectively. The flow approaches the wing at an angle of attack a ¼ 3:06

�
: Pressure

contours on the surface of the wing and the symmetry plane are displayed in Figure 8b. These
contours are in excellent agreement with similar ones reported in [45] and clearly show the tran-
sonic nature of the flow as revealed by the weak shock wave developing over the wing.
Comparisons of current predictions with the experimental data of Schmidtt and Charpin [49] are
displayed in Figures 8c and d. As shown, numerical predictions of the pressure coefficient cp over
the wing surface at y/b¼ 0.2 (Figure 8c) and y/b¼ 0.44 (Figure 8d) are in good agreement with

Figure 7. Turbulent flow over an NACA0012 airfoil at 10� angle of attack; (a) physical situation and boundary conditions; (b)
streamlines around the airfoil leading edge; (c) comparison of predicted pressure coefficient values over the airfoil with experi-
mental data [48] and similar ones generated using the CFL3D code [45]; (d) comparison of predicted skin friction coefficient val-
ues over the upper surface of the airfoil with similar ones generated using the CFL3D code [45].
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measurements. Again, results demonstrate the correct implementation in a pressure-based solver
of the pressure far field boundary condition.

6. Closing remarks

The pressure far field boundary condition was implemented in a pressure-based solver in the
context of the finite volume method. The method was tested by solving several inviscid and tur-
bulent flow problems in the subsonic, transonic, and supersonic regimes. Predictions were com-
pared with experimental data and similar numerical predictions obtained using a density-based
method and found to be in excellent agreement.
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Figure 8. Turbulent flow over the ONERA M6 wing at 3.06� angle of attack; (a) physical situation and boundary conditions; (b)
pressure contours on the surface and symmetry plane of the wing; comparison of predicted pressure coefficient values with
experimental data [49] on the wing surface at (c) y/b¼ 0.2 and (d) y/b¼ 0.44.
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